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COVillNMtllT OP •MOAL. 


QCYERNOB OF BENGAL. 

Hit Excellency Sir Hugh Lansdown Stbphenson, x.c.s.i., k.o.i.x., 
J.C.8. (Acting). 

MEMBEES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL- 

The Hon*bie Mr. A. Make, c.i.e., i.c.s., m charge of the fc^owiag 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial tubjecii. 

4. Marine. 

6. European Educaticn. 

The Hon’ble Sir Provash Chvndih Mitter, kt., c.i.i., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1 . Land Revenue. 

2. I^nd Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

5. Legislative. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdslkxriic Ohuzkavi^ xt.| in charge of 
the following portfolios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

3. IrrigatuMi. 
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OOYEBNMEIiT OF BENGAL. 


TIm Hon'ble Mr. W. ». B. PinracE, c.i.e., i.o.s., in charge of th# 
loUowtng portfolios: — 

1. Appointmeate 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

8. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

6. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 


MINISTERS. 


The Hon’ble Kumar SniB Shekhareswab Rat, in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios 

1. Local Self-Government. 

2. Excise. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. Faroqui, in charge of the 
following fwrtfolios; — 

1. .\griculture und Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 


The Hon'Uc Mr. Kmwaja Nazimuddin, c.i.e., in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios: — 

1. Education. 

2 Registration. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LE0I8LATIVB 
COUNCIL. 


PSXSXDHIT. 

The Hon'ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat Chauhhhbx, kt,, of 
Santosh. 


Deputy Presideiit. 

Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan, b.l. 


Panol of Ohiirmefi for tN Thirty-fifth Soiiiofi. 

1. Mr. W. L. Travers, c.i.r., o.b.b. 

2. Raja Bhupkndr^ Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipor. 

3. Mr. A. F. Rahman. 

4. Mr. Buoy Prasad Singh Rot. 

Somtary to the Council — J. Bartley, i.c.s. 

Aisifttant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hutchison (on leave) and 
K. N. Majumdar. 


Regietrar to the Council — J. W. McKay, i.s.o. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUIIGIL. 

ALPHABETICAL LICT OF MEMBERS. 


A 

AH, Matilvi Hassan. [Dinajpur (Muhamiuadan).] 

Ali, Maulri Syed Nausher. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altai. [Bog:ra (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Shaik Rahim. [Hoo^^hly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Syed Majid. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Bal, Babu lialit Kumar. [Bakarj^nj South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bal, Mr. Surat Chandra. [Faridpur South (Non- Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Bebendni Nath. [24-rargannH Rural North 
( N on-Muhammadan ) . ] 

Banarji, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-pHrgana8 Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee^ Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.b.e. [Rangpur West (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Baair Uddin, Maulvi Mohammed. [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Ba8u, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated OfBcial.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M., Bar.-at-Lnw. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bural, Babu Gokul Chnnd. [Calcutta South Ccntnil (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Burn, Mr. H. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

C 

Chatterjee, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-Law. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muham- 
madan ) . j 

Chaiidhuri. Babu Kiahori Mohan. [Rajahahi (Non-Miihammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bo^ cum Pabna (Noa-Muham- 
laadmi).] 

Chaudhuri, Shan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuxaaman. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

OhanAuri, Shan Bahadur Maulvi Hadaur Rahman. (NominaUd 
Non-ofieial.) 



s ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

Cbtudhnri, Maulvi Syed Osman Haider. [Tippera North 
(Muhammadatt).] 

Choudhuryi Hanlri Nural Absar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham* 
madan).] 

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. 0. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

D 

Dain, Mr. 0. R., c.i.k, (Bengal ('hamber of Commerce.) 

Dae, Babu Satyendra Kumar. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kumini Kumar, m.m.e. [Chittagong (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dash, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


E 

Easson, Mr. G. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [Myinensingh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Fai*oqui, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Minister.] [Tippera 
South (Muhammadan).] 

Failullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Ganguli, ICu* Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Nominated Official.) 

Ghose, Dr. Amulya Ratun. [Howrah Munici{>nl (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghosh, Rai Bahadur Shashnnka Kumar, c.i.E. (Dacca University.) 
Qhusnavi, the Hon’hle Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, kt. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas, c.i.k. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Gordon, Mr. A. 1). (Indian Tea Association.) 

Ouha, Bobu Pnrfulla Kumar. [24-Parganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Guha, Mr. P. N, (Nominated Non-official.) 

» Gupta, Mr. J. N., c.i.x., [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Gurner, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.) 



ALPHilBETlCAL LIST 0P 
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H 

Hftbibullah, Nawab Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [Mymensingh Central (Muhamnnadan).] 
Hashemy, Maulyi Syed Jalaluddin. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Hogg, Mr. G. P. (Nominated Official.) 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., c.i.e., o.b.e. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Kasi Emdadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Hossain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Iluq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul. [Noakhali East (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Husfuiin, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Rasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaszam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
*Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman, b.l. [Dacca East Rural (Muham* 
madan).] 


L 

Laird, Mr. R. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Luke, Mr. X. R, (Indian Jute Mills AsscM iation. ) 

M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Haiti, Mr. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.e, (Member, Executive Council.) 
McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mitra, Babu Sarat Chandra. [24-Pargana« Rural Central (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder, kt., c.i.e. (Member, 
Executive Council.) 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.-at-T^aw. (Calcutta University.) 
i — — — — , 

* Deputy pTMident, Denfsl Legislative Ommoil. 
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ALPBAl^tCAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

Uttkbarji, Kai Baliadar Satiah Chandra. [Hoogrhly Bnral (Bon- 
Muhnmmadan).] 

MtikhopadluiyiLy Rai Saliib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
( Non-Mt|hammad8n ) . ] 

Mullick, Mr. Mnkunda Behary. (Nominated Non-official.) 


N 

Naif, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Nag, Iteverend B. A. (Nominat'ed Non-official.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sri.s Chandra, of Kas.simbazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Naaimuddiu, Ihe Hou’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.i.e. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

NelHon, Mr, J. W. (Nominated (tffirial.) 

Norton, Mr. II. It. (Calcutta TradeH Association.) 


0 

Ordiflh, Mr. J. E. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Ormond, Mr. K. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

P 

Pinncll, Mr. L. 0. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahnjan Sabha.) 

Poddar. Seth Ilumimnn Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammndan).] 
Prentice, the llon’ble Mr. AV. 1). H.. r.i.K. (Member, Executive 

(Vuincil.) 

R 

Rabeein, Mr. A., cm.k. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

UuLmaji, Mnulvi Aaizur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Ilahman, Mi. F. [Bangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Parganas Rural (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpniguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Deb. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan, b.l. [Rangpur East (Non-Mnbam- 
madan).] 

Kay, Mabaraja Jagadiib Nath, of Dinajpur. [Dmajpur (Kon<«^ 
Mnbammadan).] 



LIST OF lOaiBSBS. 


» 

fifty, tke Hon’ble Knuar Shib SbekharMwar. [Minuter.] [RajaitaU 
Landholders.) 

Bay Chandhnri, Mr. £. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Bay Chaudhuri. the Hon'ble Raja Sir Maninatha Nath, kt., of 
Santosh. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Ray Chowdhnry, Babn Satish Chandra. [Mymensingh East (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Bout, Babu Hoseni. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Haribansa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jitendra Nath. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. [24-Pargana8 Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar-aULaw. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Saileswar Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Ohoudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Rushforth, Mr. F. V. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
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Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [24-Pargana8 Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. [Bankuni East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Samad, Maulvi Abdus. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, kt , c.i.k. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sen Gupta, Dr. Naresh Chandra. [Mymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. J. M. (Expert, nominated.) 

Sen, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. [ Faridpur North ( Nou-Muhammadan) . j 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Jjandholders.) 

Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Smith, Mr. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
madlUEi).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H. £. (Nominated Official.) 


* Presidiiit of the Bragal LicialAlive Oooaefl. 




^HABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Steetii Lt.-CoL H. i.m.s. (Nominated Official.) 

Sterena, Mr. H. S. E. (Nominated Official.) 

Sohrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Oalcntia South (Muhammadan). J 
Sumner^ Mr. C. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 


T 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Travers, Mr. W. L., c.i.e., o.b.e. [Rajshahi (European).] 
Twynam, Mr. H. J. (Nominated Official.) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Ollloial Report of the Thirty-fifth Sossion.) 

Volumo XXXV. 

Proooedings of the Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled under the 
provieions of the Government of India AoL 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in thet Town Hallf 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 11th Auftust, 19»30, at d p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Ilon’hle Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaubhuri, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon ’hie Membert 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 108 
nominated and elected members. 

Oaths or affirmations. 

The following members mode an oath or affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown : — 

Mr. W. S. Hopkyus, c.i.E., o.d.e. 

Mr. J. W. Nelson. 

Mr. E. N. Blandy. 

Babu Lalit Kumar Bal. 

Maulvi Syed Osman Haider Chaudhuri. 

Mr. C. R. Sumner. 

Mr. H. H. Burn. 

Mr. H. R. Norton. 

Mr. R. Smith. 

Mr, N, B. Luke. 

Maulvi Shaik Rahim Baksh. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT, [lira Airo., 


OofigrttubiUoiii to tfio HoiPblo tlio PnMmt 

Th$ HoiPIHt Mr, A. MARR: Before we commence the work of this 
SeenioD, on behalf of the member* of this House I would like to convey 
to you our g-reat pleasure at the honour which His Majesty the King 
has bestowed upon you. (Cheers.) We all offer you our heartiest 
congratulations and best wishes. (Cheers.) 


MiUtvi ABDUL KARIM: On behalf of the Projn Party, 1 beg to 
associate myself with the observations made by the ITon’ble Mr. Harr. 
Such nn ho?iour was overdue and we are exceedingly glad that it has 
cojine. I need hardly say that you have discharged the onerous duties 
of your responsible office with such ability, tact and resourcefulness 
and impartiality as to have won the confidence of different parties in 
this House. J have had the privilege of knowing you not only in 
connection with this Council but also in connection with an important 
organ ixntion of great public utility and I have noticed the excellent 
qualities of head and heart that you possess and which have marked 
you out with nn outstanding personality in Bengal and have won for 
you the unstinted admiration from nil who have the opportunity of 
coming in contact with you. I am sure that there is a very useful 
career before you, Mr. I'resident, and I hope and trust that you will 
live long. 

Mfi W. L. TRAVERB: I would wish to endorse every word that 
fell from the lips of the Hon’ble Mr. Marr in regard to the honour 
which Hi.s Majesty has bestowed upon you. We, the British non- 
officials, consider that that honour has been earned in every sense of the 
word by the devoted service which you have given to this Council and 
to this Province. 


BallU dATINDRA NATH BAtU: Mr. President, I join the 
previous speakers in everything they have said in congratulating you. 

Baby tATIBH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 beg to 

associate myself fully with the congratulations which have been offered 
to the Presitlent. The President belongs to my district and I should 
he failing in ray duty if I do not express my sense of appreciation of 
the impartial manner in which he has regulated the business of the 
House. 1 wish you. Sir, long life and I hope that greater honours 
await you in future. 



OBmiABT b: 


l»30.1 


Mr. MIIAT KUMAfil ROYi I foU? agree 
bw been aaid by previoue epeakere and I offer you my 
tBlationa for tbe honour which the Government has conferred u po n you. 
I wish you long life. 



Mgl^wi AMIltlS SAM AOs Sir, on behalf of the Moslem League, 
I beg to offer my whole-hearted congratulations and I fully endorse 
every word that has been said by the previous speakers. 

Rovorond Be A* NAG * On behalf of the nominated members of this 
Council and particularly of the Indian Christian community which I 
represent I offer you our cordial congratulations. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, the I^eader of the 
House has sprung upon me a surprise. I must confess that it is a very 
pleasant surprise. 1 rejoice to find that you all have greatly appreciated 
His Majesty the King’s gracious act in conferring on me the distinction 
of Knighthood. I take it that I hove behind me your good will and 
support. I also feel that your felicitations will prove to he a noble 
incentive to duty and help me to serve you better in future. A great 
thinker, I believe it was Emerson, said that there won a broad line of 
demarcation between pride and vanity an<l I can assure you with all 
the sinc erity I possess that at the present moment my heart is filled not 
with vanity hut with pride. I hope and trust that I shall always deserve 
your good wishes and that by my conduct and services I shall, for all 
times to come, prove myself worthy of the compliments w'hich your 
sjmkesmcn, on your behalf, have so generously paid to me, this 
afternoon. (Cheers.) 


Obituary rtfartfiot. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, it is my melancholy 
and painful duty to offer the last tribute to the memory of two past 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council, whose loss we have lately 
had to deplore. 

(1) Mr. J. N. Roy. o.b.e., who died in Calcutta on the 2nd April 
last, was an ofificial member of the Council in the years 1922 and 1^3. 
After having finished his education in England, where he was called 
to the Bar, he joined the Bengal Civil Service in 1900. He served the 
late Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam and the Government of 
Bengal in various capacities till he became Commissioner of a Division. 
He wW, immadtately before his death, an acting member of the PnbBe 
Semoes Ckmuniiiunu 



PANEL OF CHAIEHEN. 


¥ 


[Uth 


(2) We have also to deplore the loss of another dietlngiiiated eon of 
.Bengal in the audden and tragic death of the Eight Eon ’hie l^r Beno^e 
Chandra Hitter » f.c. This melancholy event took place in Tiondon on 
the 20th July laat. Sir Benode wag a member of the Bengil Legialative 
Council under the old conatitution from December, 191(b, ?till October, 
1917, and waa a member of the Council of State the jpraent 

constitution in the years 1921 to JaOuary, 1924. lie h^an his career 
in the legal profession aa a pleader at the Alipore Bar. He proceeded 
to England in 1895 and returned as a barrister to practise in the 
Calcutta High Court from 1898. He rose to eminence as a lawyer and 
was appointed Standing Counsel in 1910. He afterwards officiated as 
Advocate General and was Knighied in 1918. The highest honour in 
the legal profession was in store for him and lie was in March, 1929, 
appointed a member of the' Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. 

He was a man of rare gifts and talent and one whom we could ill 
afford to lose. 

I am sure that members will desire that a message of their sympathy 
shall be conveyed to the sons of the deceased in their sad bereavement. 
We offer our sincere and deep sympathy also to our friend and colleague 
the llon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Milter. 

T will now ask members to endorse what I have said by kindly rising 
in their places. 

The members having risen in their places — 

Hf* PRESIDENT* Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will 
take the usual steps. 


Panel of Chairmen. 


Hr. PRESIDENT; In accordance with the provisions of Rule 8 of 
tha Bengal Legislative Council Rules, 1920, I nominate the following 
meml>ers of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the elnsuing 

eession : — 


(/) Mr. W. L. Travers, c.i.e., o.b.e, 

(2) Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur. 

(J) Mr. A. F. Rahman. 

( 4 ) Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. 

Enleas otherwise airangtNi, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Couneil in 
my absence and in the abeence of the Deputy Preeident. 



QUESTIONS. 





•tarnd QinsHMit 

(lo wlilfiii Ml mmmn wmr^ givtii). 

IlMd ml PMlillt Werli om oolliotiwi. 

Mmil^ 8YE0 MAJID BAKSHs Will the Hon*l>le Member in 
charge of the Bevenue Department be pleaaed to lay on the table u 
etatemeut 8howing< — 

(i) the total amount of road and public work ceM realised in each 
year in each thana in the district of Burdwan, with the 
names of thnnas, durinir the last 12 years; and 
the total amount of road and public work cess realised in 
each year from ea<h of the union boards of Eaina and 
Jamalpur thanus with the names of union boards sincH* the 
formation of uni(ui hounls in the district?^ 

MEMBER in oliarge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (th» Hoii*blo 
Sir Provash OHunilor Mittor): (/) and (n) As cesses are assessed on 
revenue tauzis whicli, in many cases, cover more than the whole or part 
of seveial thaiias and as collections are made throu} 4 rh the proprietors of 
such tmizis, it is not possible to supply the information wanted. 

Telograpilie communioation botviroon tho itianili of Hatiyty 
Sandwip and tlie mainland. 

*2. Khan Sahib Mautvi BAZLUL HUQ: ia) Will the Hon ble 

Member in ( hai>fe of the Commerce DejNirtment l»e pleased to state 
whether it is a fart that there is no telei^rapliic communicMition la^tween 
the islands (»f Hutiya, Sandwip and the mainlands 

ib) Are the Government aware of the great hardship and incon- 
venience caused thereby to the public? 

(r) Is it a fact that the islanders submitted several memorials 
beseeching the Government to remove their grievances? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of recom- 
mending to the Government <}f India to iake immediate ste)>H t<i have 
telegraphic connections with thotu* islaada? 

MEMBER In oliargo of GOMMBRCB DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes. 

(b) Government are aware of inconvenience and of the possibility of 
hardship. 

(c) No memoriala have been received, but Government are aware 
[»f the desire of the local people in this maitor. 

(d) No, on account of financial stringency. 


2 
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QUESTIONS. 


[11th Am, 


Lantf rtvaniM of tMpohrny-fettM attatos. 

*3. Babu BARAT CHANDRA MITTRA: (a) Will tbe Hon^ble 
Member in rharj^e of the Revenue Department be pleaaed to state 
whether there in any «tatutor>' enartment containing procedure for the 
guidance of revenue officers in revising revenue of temporarily-settled 
estates in Bengali' 

<//) Will the Hcm’hle MeiiiWr he pleased to state whether the 
attention of the (lovernment has been drawn to the recommendation 
of the doint Committee of the British Parliament (1919) regai-ding 
enac'tiJient of legislation cm the said subject 

(c) Will the Iloii’ble Mcmiber be pleased to state whether he 
received representations from thc» public to give immediate etfect to 
the said recommendations ? 

(t() Will the llon’ble McojiIhm- be pleased to state whether he 
intcmds to give effec'f to the said rec'ommcmclations ^ If so, when.*' 

TlM Hon«bl« Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: tu) The 

pfiiiciples oi» which land revenue of tempcnai ily-settled estate^ in 
Bengal i> determined are already enilsHlied in law. The pnn isions in 
Chapter X of the* Bengal T«*nan< v Ac t. Regulation VII of 1822, Regula- 
tion IX of 182'), and A<*t IX tB.(\) of 1847 apply to these estates. 
With regard to th(» district of DarjtMdiug Act \ III of 187fh read with 
Act X of 1859, applies. 

(5) TVs. 

{r) Ye.H. 

p/) Xo. 


Shooting at Mymonsingh. 

*4. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: (a) Will the Hmi bie 

Meml)ei in charge ol the Police l)e|Mirtment l>e pleaw^d to lay on the 
table a c'opy of the reiK)rt of the inquiry regaixiing the shooting at 
Mymensingli h\ Mr. ('lay ton, the Commissioner of the Daeva Division? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Memla*r l)e pleased to state what steps, if 
any, were taken by the authorities at Mymensingh to give adetiuate 
m«Hli<*al relief to the persons shot? 

(c) h it a fact that the juvple of Mymensingh made ammgements 
for medicail relief to the injured persons hy mising piiblic subscriptions? 

(c/) Was such arrangement necessary for want of adequate arrange- 
ment by tbe local authorities? 
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' ie) Is it « fact tkat the District Mai;pistnite of Mytoenaiiigh made m 
iwreoiial contribotioo to the pMk fond for medical relief to tha 
wounded? 

(f) Is it a fact that he re<'eived on odicial reprimand for making a 
personal contribution to that fund? 

MEMBER in i^iarga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tha HoflHklo 
Mr. W. 0. R. Prontioo): (o) No. 

(h) Whatever nietliral relief wan mjuired whs given at the hospital 
by the Civil Surgeon and his staff to any one who went there. 

(c) Government have no inforniation. 

ifl) No. 

(e) (Joverniiieiit have no information. 

(/) No. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Was any step taken to 
give medical rtdief to all persons \vlit» were injured? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Aii\ one who went to the 
hospital wa^- tnaited. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: That does not answer 

my (jiiestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y on raiinot argue. If \ou have any nn^re 
stipplennoitary ipiestion to put, you may. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I want to ask whether 
any ariangemeiit was made for removing the w'ounded persons to the 
hospital ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not nw'ure of any. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Have the Government 
issued any orders for the removal of persons injured by shooting? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I do not think there are 
any speeifie orders on the subject. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Will the Government be 
pleased to consider the necessity of issuing such an order? 

Tim HsiPhle Mr. W. 0. R. raENTMnil That is a request for 
action. 
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Mr. PREtlOEMT: The question is pemissible. I would remind 
the llon’ble Member of the ruling which I gave on the point some time 
ago. One of the objects of a question may be to press for action. 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. 0. B. PRENTICE: I am wUling to consider 
it. 


Diraetor of Industriet. 

*6. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Aj^rirultiire and Industries Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) why the officiating? vacancy in the i>ost of Director of Indus- 
tries was filled up hy imixirtinj? an officer from outside 
instead of appointing? an offit er of the depai-tment : and 

iii) the s|HMial technical or other (|unlifirations of Khan Bahadur 
AIkIuI Jalil on account of w'hich the (Government thonfjht 
fit to at>|>oint him to the |>oHt of Director of Industries in 
jireference to other officers in the department? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui): 

(i) It was considereil that the interests of the department W’ould be 
better s«‘rv<*d by import inj? an oftic«M from out^^idc instead of appointinj? 
an officer of the de|mrtmeiit. 

(i/) The headship id the Indu'stries Dejiaitment demands adminis- 
tnilive exjH'rieiice and knowlfdj?e of conditions in the mufassal rather 
than teclinical knowledjfe; and (lovernment ccmsidered that the Khun 
Bahadur iMissessed these (|ualifications. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: AssuminK that the 
Uepaitrm'nt decided that the person to he appointed to the post for three 
mouths Muoeul liave aduiinistrative experience and knowledge of 
mufasaal conditions, I should like to know whether there were no 
other iH»rsons available with much greater administrative experience 
for filling the post? 

Tlio Hoil’blo Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: The hon’ble 
member is referred to the first part of the reply. I have nothing more 
io add. 

Dr. NARBBII OHANDRA BEN GUPTA: 1« it a fact that a 
gentleman who is a much senior officer 
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Mr. FRCilDENT: I do not think 1 enn allow that qnoatioit. tt 
[« tfi a personal character. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: May 1 ask whether them 
waa any other officer with prreater administrative experience? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question has already been answered by 
the Hon ’hie Minister. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: What was the administrative 
experience of this particular officer? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: The Khan 

Bahadur has 2") years’ service at his credit. He has experience 
particularly in the co-op<»rative line and in the general line t(M) he has 
served with >rreat credit. He has also jr**eai exiwrience in the 
)r^ranization of cottu^re industries on co-operative lines. For these 
reasons it was tlioujrht that he would prove very useful to the 
iepartment. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: With ^reat respect I submit 
1 ant still waiting for an answer to my question. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: I have already 
!Miid he has got 2o years’ servic^e t<» his credit. During this period he 
served in various departments of (jo%'ernnient where he showed great 
administrative ability. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Did the Hou’ble Minister 
make an attempt to get hold of other officers with similar or better 
qualifications even in regard to cottage industries, for instance, those 
who may have served lief<»re as Assistant Registrars of co-operative 
industrial societies? 

The Hon’blf Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: Several namea 
were considered but he wus the best [Kissible offic4*r available then, 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: AViil the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Mr. Weston, the permanent incumbent, had 
any knowledge of conditions in the mufassal? 

Tht Hon’bla Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: He has experienco 
l»e<‘ause be has been touring for so long all over the province. 

Mr. BYAMAPROiAO MOOKERdEE: My question was: had he any 

knowledge of conditions in the mufassal. 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur K. G. M. PAROQUI: Yes. 
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Mr. tVAMArBOiAO MOOKER<IEE: In whnt respect? 

Th* Hon'W* Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: He had 

knowledfre of the whole province because he was a touring officer. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEEi Is it the opinion of the 
Hon’tilc Minister that the permanent incumbent 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A (|uestion must not ask for expression of 
dipiliion. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERilEE: Does tlie Hon'ble Minister 
think that Mr. Weston, who had no knowledj/e of mufassal conditions, 
was iiiconipetent for the post 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That <juestion is iiunbnissihle and I would not 
«llow you to put it. Snrtdy, yon cannot expect the Ilon’hle Minister 
to answer sucli a ijiiestion. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: My (|uestion is whether 
Mr. Weston had any inufa.ssal experience. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Ilon’ldc Mmi.'iter has already answered that ‘ 
he find sindi experience. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: In whut capacity had he 
that experience y 

Thf Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: As a touring 
«)fficer anil as Deputy Director ol Industries he had i*xperi<*nce of the 
Jiiufus.sal i'ontlitioiis. 

Mr. BUOY PRA8A0 8INCH ROY: Will the Ilon’hle Minister 
he pleased to state whether the Department of Industries is run on the 
principle that exeiutive experience is more important than technical 
4*xpenens 

Th. Hon'bl. Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: The question i. 
Answered in the siMond part of my reply. 

Mra PRE8IDENT: That is a question which (^annot be answered 
off-hand. I think yon had better not press that question. 

Mfa Wa La TRAVERBs Will the Hon*hlo Minister be pleased to 
^ive Us on this side of the House an indication as to why numerous 
JupplemeuUry questions have been asked by Hindu members of this 
Council? 
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PiekfUns mimI supply of liipior to vondort at MyiMiitiiii)i« 


«e. Dr. NAREftH CHANDRA tEN GUPTA l (a) Will iU 
Hon’ble Minister in oliar^e of the Agriculture and Industries (Kxeisi») 
Department l>e pleased to state whether it is a fact that there was 
apprehension of a serious opposition by volunteei** if any attempt was 
made by the Excise authorities to issue li<iuor from the warehouse at 
Mymensingh during the last disturbance? 

(h) Is it a fact that wine merchants were reluctant to take out a 
supply from the warehouse but were either c^oerced or induced to take 
out a supply at the instance of officials? 

(r) Is it also a fa<'t that in order to ensure that the supply should 
be forced thrt)Ugh in spite of the opiwsitioii of the satyagruhis, the 
Disti ict Magistrate was informed and the assistance of armed police 
was se<“urpd and that the Distrit t Magistrate and the Additional Dis- 
trict Magistrate personally supervised the arrangements for foiling 
the passage of the vehicle with linuor? 

Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether the 
action of the KxciMe fitticials in attempting to force a supply of liquor 
had lii^ approval? 

tel If the answer to {//i is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be fdeased to state wbat steps, if any, have been taken by the (Govern- 
ment to punish the ofHcials responsible for creating a situation involv- 
ing seiioiis (tuiseiiuencps over a supply of intoxicants? 


MINISTER in otiarga of AGRICULTURE anil INDUSTRIES 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (the Hon'hle Kumar Shib ShakharMwar 
Ray): A large crowd liad assembled at the warehouse in 

anticipation of the issue of liipior, and it was apprehended that the 
crowd would offer opposition to the transport of litpior. 

ih\ The wine merchants were anxious to get their ordinary supplies, 
since they had l)eeii without supplies from the 3rd May. It is not 
true that vendors were coerced or induced by ofi&cinls to take their 
supplies of liquor. 

(c) The warehouse had been picketed from 3rd May and lic'cnsees 
bad been unable to obtain supplies. The local authorities arranged 
under the supervision of the District Magistrate and the Additional 
District Magistrate to give the vendors the necefisary protection in 
ttMnupoTimg tbeir supplies. 
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(dj There was no question of forcing a supply of liquor, the vendors 
were anxious for their supplies and they were entitled to Government 
protection in obtaining them from the warehouse. The Gk)vernment 
would certainly approve of any legitimate action that the local author- 
ities thought fit to take to provide this protection. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: With reference to 
answer (f/) There was no question of forcing a supply of liquor 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Sen (hipta, you are again arguing. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether the action of the Excise officers 
in attempting to force the passage of a supply of liquor has been 
approved liy (loverninent 

The Hoffi’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I take 
objection to the word “ forcing ”. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Was not the carrying 
of liquor through an opposing crowd with the help of armed guards 
forcing the passage of liquor!^ 

The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Their 
ordinary duty was to supply liquor to those who wanted it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Ilon’ble Minister could have said 
whether that particular action on the jmrt of the local authorities had 
or had not his approval. 

The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: If he does 
nut Use i\u* word “ forc e ”, 1 am prepared to say that Government had 
approved of tue action. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon ’hie Minister cannot alter the language 
of the <|uestioner, hut he is at liberty to give any relevant answer he 
likes. 

Tht Hoii*bla Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY; I might 

point out in my reply 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, you need not go into that. 
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Dr. NARUM CHANDRA SEN CURTAs Will the Hon hie Minkter 

pleiised to state whether he approved of the action of the Excise 
^cers in attempting to take a supply of liquor out of the warehouse 
with the assistance of armed policemen even at the risk of loss of life? 

The Hon’bla Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I take 
exception to the expression “at the risk of life.*^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 have not disallowed Dr. Sen 
Gupta’s question. It stands unaltered. 

The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; In 

anticipation of any opposition that might he offered, the armed guard 
was requisitioned. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: May 1 rise on a point of order, SirP It is 
the duty and respt)nsihility of the (’hair to say whether any wording or 
any question is object iouuhle or nut, and it dties not lie with any other 
member to make such remark, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y on are right. From my place 1 have already 
told the Horrble Minister that it was not for him to take exception to 
any ({uestion which has not been disallowed by the (^hair. 

The Hon'bla Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: May I rise 
on a point of personal explanation P I drew your attention to it. 


Daooa Municipality methara* paataga sohama. 

*7. Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in tharge of the I^ocal S<»lf-Governinent Department la* pleased 
to state when the balance of the loan of five lakhs of rupet»s will Iw 
given to the Dacca Municijwlity for the methars’ jmssoge scheme P 

MINISTER in charga of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (ttia Hon’bla Kumar Sbib Sbakharoswar Ray): The 

loan will he available in instalments in accordance with Budget 
provision and the capacity of the municipality to meet the loans charges. 

80,0(K) of the loan was paid last year, and as recjuested by the 
municipality a provision for a further payment of Rs. ^,00<) has been 
made in this year’s budget, but no application for this instalment has 
yet been received. 
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Armbagli IomI board. 

*a. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: {a} Has the attention 
of the Hcm’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment Iwen drawn—; 

(/) to the Inspection Note of the Arambagh local board by the 
District Magistrate of II(H)ghly, Mr. J. B. Kindersley, i.r.s., 
dated 1 1th February, l!h30, in which he remarked that “The 
only fKw.Mible salvation for this area I can see is to make 
the Imal board in<leiK»ndent and responsible’^; and 

(t^) to lh<‘ proceedings of the public meeting held on 2l8t May, 
lft30, by the jate-|Kiyers of the Aj-aml)ttgh subdivision in 
wliich (hey re<|uested the Government to declare the local 
ImkihI indeisuident of the district Imard of Hooghly and to 
allot the road cess realized from that suMivision to the 
Ara!nl>agh hK*al board y 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any, is proposed t<» be taken in the mattery 

The Hofi*ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) (/) Yes. 

(2) Yes. 

(It) The ( 'ommissifuier was asked to suggest to the district l)oard 
that guniter attention to this area might be desirable. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM. Will tin* llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reascui tor (he neglect of this subdivision for so many years y 
Was any in(|uiry inaile by the district board to improve matters y 

The Hofi’bte Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: The inquiry 

shoubi hav«* l»een made by the district board. 


Eamale prisoners oonvioted of piofcoting, oto. 

•9. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political (Jails) Department l)e pleased to state — 

(i) the nature of the uccommt>dation and the nature of the work 
allotted in the central and district jails to the women 
prisoners convicted of picketing and other political offences; 
and 

(it) in how many jails in Bengal accommodation has been provided 
for women prisoners convicted of anch offences? 
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MEMBER Hi slinrgi ttf POLITIOAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (tiw 
iWm* Sir ProvMh Chimdar Mittar)i {*) They are accommodated in 
Hie aHsociatiou warda set apart for female prisoners and are beiiiff 
tinted according to the rules for prisoners sentenced to simple 
imprisonment. 

(it) Three. 

Bftbu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’hle Member be 
pleased to state wliat is meant by “ association wards in jails? 

The Hofi’bif Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: These are 
wards where prisoners live in avssueiatiou, that is, live together. 

Bhanga and Chikandi Muneifis. 

*10. Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: {a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Member in charge of the Jinlicial I>ei>artmeiit l»e pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of Oovernment to abolish the munsif 
courts at llluinga and C’hikandi? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Mem her lie pleased to stat(» — 

u) when such alKilition will take place; and 

I//) what are the grounds for such abolition? 

(c) Is the Hoirhle Member aware that the litigant public will be 
greatly ini'oiivenieioed by the abolition of munsif courts at Bhangii 
as tluMe IS no railway connection between Faridjnir and Madaiijmr vta 
Bhanga? 

Th« Hon’bM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES u/) (Government have 
under consideration the general (|uestion of alnilition of outlying 
munsifis in the Presidency and their concentration at district and 
sulKlivisional headciuaiiers. No definite decision has yet l)cen reacdied 
in the matter of abolition of the outlying munsifiM at Bhanga ond 
Chikandi. 

(/>) and tr) Do not arise. 

Firing on sotyagrihit picketing liquor tupply it MymonsingK. 

*11. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Member in charge of the Pftliee Department lie jdeased to state 
whether the arrangements made by the District Magistrate of Hymen- 
aingh fiH* securing a supply of wine from the warehouse under jwdifie 
esco^ were made entirely on his own responsibility or under orders 
from his official superiors? 
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(h) If it was under official orders, will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state who had given the order? 

(r) Is it a fact that the passage of the vehicle conveying liquor waa 
obstructed by satyugrahi volunteers lying down on the road on all 
sides ? 

(d) Is it a fact that orders were given by responsible Goveniment 
officials to drive the vehicles over the prostrate bodies of the volunteers? 

(e) Will the Iloirble MemWr be pleased to state whether any attempt 
W'as made to take the vehicle over the bodies of volunteers? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Meinl)er be pleased to state under what law was such order given? 

({/) Is it a fact that as a result of such order the large crowd which 
had asserubled round the scene grew excited? 

(h) Is it a fact that the satyagrahis who had obstructed the ptissage 
of the wine cart were all unarmed and had done nothing except lying 
down and were guilty of no violence or threats of violence whatsoever? 

(i) Is it a fact that the satyagrahi volunteers who were lying on 
the way were fired on hy the jadice withtmt their offering any provoca- 
tion ? 

(j) AVill the Hon’ble Member be jdeased to state — 

(/) what was the extent the injury (‘aiised by the firing; 

(2) against bow many of those injured, any charges have been 
made (»f jKirticijmting in any vicdent act? 

(k) Will the Hon’ble MemWr In* pleased to state the reason why 
when the resistance t(« the passage of the wine cart was found to be 
insujHM'able the Additional Ibstrict Magistrate insisted on forcing the 
ftassHgi^ even at the risk of a serious disturbance instead of returning 
the cart to the warehouse and prosecuting the obstructionists? 

The Hoil’llie Mr« W. 0. R« PRENTICE: in) and (b) The arrange- 
ments weie a«.»de by the local officers in the course of their iionnal 
duties. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) and (c) Xo. The volunteers on the ground were removed by the 
police. 

if) and iif) Do not arise, 

(h) Xo: on the (‘oiitrary vollej’s of brickbats were thrown at the 
police, niuiiy of whom were injui'ed. 

(0 Xo. 
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(;■) (1) Twenty-seven injured, of whom one subsequently died. 

(2) Fifteen. 

(k) He acted in the exercise of his lepral powers to disi^rse an 
unlawful assembly and in the discharge of his duty. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the normal duty of tlie 
local officer is to carry out the orders of the superior officers? 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, local officers have 
their own duties. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: With reference to 
answer (/i), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
volleys of brickbats were thrown by men who were lying on the 
ground ? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Obviously not. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Then, may I iiujuire 
of the lion ’hie Member wliat is meant hy saying that volleys of 
bri< khats were thrown hv the satyagrahis who were lying on the 
ground ? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I did not say so. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Is it not a fact that the 
satyagiahi.H who had obstructed the passage of the wine cart were all 
unarmed and had done nothing except lying down and were guilty 
of no violence or threats of violence whatsoever. The answer to this 
is “ No: on the contrary volleys of hrickhats were thrown at the 
polioe, many of whom were injured.” 

May I take it that the floirhle Member thinks that brickbats were 
not thrtiwn by the satyagrahis? 

Th« Hoil’blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Certainly they did not 
throw the brickbate — not the satyagrahis who were lying on the 
ground. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: With regard to answer 
(f), may I ask the Hon’ble Member whether he means that it was not 
a fact that satyagrahi volunteers were at? 

TM HoiPblt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The answer is to the 
question as put. 
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Or. NARCSH CHAiiOflA SEN CURTA: Does it mean that the 
Satyafc»*ahi volunteers who were lyinp on the jrround were not fired 
itty 


Thf Hon’blt Mr. D. R. PRENTICE: The answer to the 
question is as put. 

Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: With regard to the last 
<l.ueHtion, the answer is that he aeted in the exercise of his legal powers. 
Will the Hoii’hle Member he pleased to state whether and for what 
reason the discretion of the Additional Magistrate was exercised in 
favour of fon-ing the passage even at the risk of serious disturbance 
instead of the other alternative of returning the cart to the warehouse 
and prosecuting the obstnictionistsy 

TN Hofl'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Additional Magistrate 

did thi.s in the exercise of legal powers. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: What was the reason for 
this!^ 

Th® Hon*bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Imii'ble member has 
inserted words wliich are not there. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Dr. Sen (jupta, \oii can always put u 
supplementary (jnestion, hut you are not allowed to complicate it hv 
Itringing in arguments. That is not the way to do it. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: The (piestion is wh> was 

the discretion of (he Additional Magistrate in exercising his legal 
powers exercised in favour of forcing the passage even at the risk of 
serious disturbunee insteail ot r«‘turning the cart to the warehouse y* 

Th# Hon'bld Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I may again point out that 
tfie Dif*tr'» t Magistrate may exercise his legal powers as he likes. 


Alligation of aisaulU on oorUin gontlamon in Aliporo MU 

Ml. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hou’hle Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Deportment be 
pleased to state the reason why, in spite of urgent request by numerous 
bodies and persons, no p^ihlic inquiry was made into the incidents in 
the Alipore Jail in the course of which Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, 
Mr. Snhhas Chandra Bose and other j^iolitical prisoners were alleged 
to have been severely assaulted by the jail authorities f 
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QUESTrojrs. 


il: 


<6) Have Govcmateni made any inquiry into tlie matterf 
(c) What action, if any, hoa been taken aa a reault of the inquiry? 
{d) If the answer to (b) is in the albnnative, will the Hoo'blo 
Uember be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the reixjrt of * the 
inquiry ? 


TN Hen’Mu Sir PROVASH CHUNINER MITTfRs {a) GuYern- 
nient were leq nested by u number of bodies and persons tc» bold a 
public in(]uiry int») ('ertaiu alleged incidents in the Alij)ore Central 
Jail. It ap}>eai'ed, however, fi;om the joint lieport of (^olonel Denham- 
White and Dr Hidhan ('hundru Roy that the alle^iitiuiis as to the 
severity of the f^n'e used upuinst the {xditical prisoners wert‘ ft»‘ossly 
exa^rgerated and the injuries, in cases where there a>re any, were 
slight. From re|iorts at their disiNuial Government wet*e satisfied 
that the incidents were brou|rht about by delilierate attempts to break 
jail dis(‘i|iline and h\ tile refumd on the fnirt of some of the prisoners 
to carry out orders whi<‘h the jail authorities were entitled to }mss. 
Govemnient were further sntistie<l that the force used was justified, 
(hi the re|M>rts and information at the dis{M»Mai of Government they 
were satisfied that there was no ptima favie case for thinking that the 
jail ofli<‘ers had ai ted improjKMly. Government, therefore, after tuireful 
(‘onsideration deiided against the holding of an intjuiry isirticularly 
as such imjjuii.N would in cttVct have meant trial of otiicers who hud 
to act prompt 1\ in the dis<hat>fe of their duties under most difhcult 
f’ircumstan< es. 

{h) No formal UKpnry was held, but rejMuts of ies{xmsiblc officers 
w'ere submitted to Go^’emment. 

(c) Does not arise, 

id) Does not arise. 

»^-46 p.m. 

Hr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROYS Will the Hon ble Member 

tie pleased to state if it is the decdared poli(*y of Government that DO» 
inquiry should be held to see if their officers have acted promptly in 
the discharge of their duties? 

TIm Moii*M 8ir PR0VA8H OHUNDER HITTER 8 Thett* is no 
such declared policy; the detdsion on each incident must rest on its 
own merit. 

Hr. NARENORA KUHAR RAEUs Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if the reports received by Government were from 
Rie saWe source as the official communMiu# issued on the 2?lrd April 
that Mr, Subash Chandra Bose had not been injured at all? 
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T& HwCfeto Sir PROVASN OHUNDER MITTER: From that 
a< well ae from other eoarree. 

Mr. NAREMDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleiuied to state whether, having regard to the fact that in the joint 
repiirt of Lieut. -Colonel Denham-White and of Dr. Koy it was stated 
that Mr. Bose had been unconscious for three hours and the previous 
(^mmuniqu4 based on the report of the Superintendent it was said 
that Mr. Bose was in the normal state of health and very slightly 
injured — whether (ioverninent place any reliance on the officer or officers 
responsible for inducing the Government to issue the earlier 
f'ommuniqu^? 

Th« Hon’blf Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: From 
Mr. Bose’s own .statement it is clear that he was guilty of violating 
jail discipline. The only relevant fact in this connection is whether 
he <ibeyed the (‘rders of the Superintendent or not. From his own 
statement made before the District Magistrate it appears that he did 
not obey the order of the Superintendent. It furtlier appears that he 
was being pushed back to his cell and he fell on a pucca drain ; tliere 
may be a slight discrepancy as to what happieiied after that, hut up to 
that point there is no conflict of testinioin, the fmt remains that Mr. 
Bose ought to have known better and ought to have gone inside the 
cell when he was ordered to do so. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: May 1 point out that the 
Hon’ble Memlier has not been pleased to answer my question? My 
question is whether Government should place any reliance upon the 
report (»f an officer who gave them a lying report? 

Thf Hon'blf Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: It was not a 

lying report; it was a perfectly <*orre<*t reixirt. We have information 
that Mr. Nnrendra Kumar Basu has not and there is no discrepancy 
between what was stated by Dr. Roy and (^donel Denham-White and 
what the fe|>orte<l. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Does not the Hon’ble 
Member think it nes'es-sary, having regard to the excitement caused 
in the public mind upon this matter, to share the information which 
he has with the public? 

Thn Hon’bM Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The answer 
it in the negative in view of the information available to Government. 
The liogislative Council and the public are not responsible for 
administration, it is only the Government that is responsible for 
administration. 
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Ou^noKa 


I Pr. NAIHHIH PHANMA tiN QUATAt Win the H^bw 
||| ^MMcd to ctate wketlier any d^nito inquiry «»a imdo •• to 
|t|etltor— aTen assuming Mr. Subash Chandra Bose was in tha wiwig— 
Wtd moat grieroufly in the urrong — the forre that was used wai not in 
•xceas of the requirements of the situation i* 

TIm Hm'M* Sir PROVAtH OHUNOfR MITTBRi In view of 
Mf. Subash Chandra Bose's own admission the force used was not 
uni^ecessar^*. 

Mr. NARENDilA MlMAR BASUl Will the Hon*ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the language of the first Government 
communique stating that Mr. Subasli Chandra Bone was in the same 
state of health and that althougli he tripped and fell he received no 
injurjr' whatsoever, is consistent with the language used in the second 
Government communique of the ItOth May emliodying the report of 
Colonel Dell ham- White and Dr. Roy that Mr. Bose was suffering from 
the effects of a fall which was a na.sty accident, followed by some bouiw 
of uuconw'iousnessy 

TIm Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs They are 
consistent and the reason is that Mr. Subash Chunder Bose, as admitted 
by both sides, did trip and fall and he was immediately attended 
to by a sub-assistant surgeon. He was not UDConsidous then and the 
first communique was issued on that information of the Superintendent 
and later on, on a subseiiuent inquiry', it w’as found that he became 
unconscious later; so it is not right to characterise the first statement 
as a deliberate lie. 

Mr. P. BANERill: Is it a fait that ordinary prisoners were 
ein ployed to l>eat politii'ul prisoners wdth a promise of reward and 
eulisequently their of imprisonment was lessened by weeks and 

months? 

Tha HofPbIt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs Not that 

Ooverument are aw^are of. 

Mayivi SYED MAJID lAKSH: AVill the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if he paid any visit to the jail after this? 

Tbt HyiPbM Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs No. 

Mtyivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Was it not his duty to do that? 

TIm Hoii*btn Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs No, certainly 
not. 

Mnulvl SYED MAJID BAKSH s Not even in view of the great 

^zciteWent that prmiledf 
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u QUESTIOM [lim 

Tilt Hon’lrtt Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTERf If people 
would place reliance on falee nunonrs and if tlie member is perfectly 
aatinfied from the information at his disposal, it is not his duty to allay 
the excitement of that section of the public who will believe anything* 
and everything. 

Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKERJEEs Is it a fact that the Hon’ble 
Member had to wait for the permission of another member for visiting 
the jail? 

The HoiPbIt Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTERS Certainly 
not. 

Mwilvi SYEO MAdIO BAKSH: After what transpired, did the 
Hon’hle Member think it pitiper to pay a visit to look into the matter 
personally in order to satisfy himself if not anybody else? 

Tha Haffl*bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I have answered 
that question. 


PropoMi for a Muniif’s Court at Chandpur or Banigram. 

ns. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what 
decision Goveniment have arrived at for establishing a Munsii's Court 
on a hill at Chandpur or Banigram, us the case may be, for the 
convenience of the public? 

(b) Is the Ron’ ble Member aware that there is no pro{x>8al for 
cariy^ing the Chittagong-Akyab Railway line through Anwara and 
Banskhali ? 

MEMBER in charga of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontioe); (a) Government do not propose to establish 
a munnif’s court at eitlier of these stations. 

(b) Yes. 


Arroats and oonvictions for sodition. 

*14. BNbn SATYENDRA NATH ROYl WiU the Hon^ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the months of April, May, June and July, 
1830 ,— 

(i) the number of persons arrested, and 
(n) the number of persons convicted 

in this Presidenoy for committing the offence of sedition? 
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I Tin HmSM* Mr. W. D. R. RRINTieti (•) Fifty. 

^ (if) Thirty-tliree* The canes against 1C pern ns are pending. 


ApfMintmtnl of NamsiidfOt to potloo torvioo. 

MS. Roi Sohtb AKSHOY ICUMAR SENS (a) Wm the Hon*hle 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pletiaeii to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the years 1927» 1928 and 1929 

(i) how many 8ub*lnspectors of Police wei'e at^pointed from the 
residents within the Dacca Division; and 

(if) how many of them l>elong to the Namasudra community? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Numnsudras l^elong to a martial race? 

(c) Has their fitness for service in the Police Department been con« 
lidered ? 

(</) Are the Oovernment considering the desirability of appointing 
more Namasudra police officers than in previous years? 

Tho Hon'blf Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICES (a) (?) A statement con- 
lain ing the information is laid on the table. 

(I?) Dne (dejwrtmentttl officer). 

(/;) (Government have no information on the subject. 

(c) Yes. 

(r/) Yes. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (?) of itarred question 
No. m shoicing the number of Sub-lnspectors of Police appointed 
from the resulents within the Dacca Divinon, 



Number 
of directlv 
Rppomt«d 
•ub- 

intpeoton. 

Number of 
department- 
alty (tforooted 
■ub* 

in«peotort. 

Hecmit^d for the year— 



1927 

8 

10 

im 

8 

a 

' im 

11 

17 
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Usitwfttf Quastlofis 

(antiMN to Kvtiioli woro IM on Uio tablo). 

Choshpira Road. 

1. Mr. 0« C« COOPERS (a) Will the Hon’ hie Minister in charge 
of the Local Self>Qoremnient Department be pleased to state what 
action, if any, has been taken by the Road Board in the matter of the 
Barrackpore-N aihati-Ghoshpara Road ? 

(h) Will the Hou’ble Minister be j)lea«ed to state whether he has 
taken any recent etepn to investigate and satisfy himself as to the 
present condition of the roadi' 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that the condition of the road 
is now so deplorable as to constitute a menace to the public safety P 

The Hon'hle Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) The 

Road Boartl does not take any ai'tion but is an advisory body with 
reference to the programme for grants from the Central Road Fund to 
be submitted to the Government of India. The Ghoshimra Road will 
be included with others for discu.ssion by the Board when it is called 
upon again by the Governiiieut of India to submit further ie(‘ommeuda> 
tion. 

(b) and (c) I am aware that the condition of this road is unsatis- 
factory. 

Mr. C. G. COOPER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the Road Board may W called upon again? 

Tht Hon'ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: The Road 
Board meets next SaUnday when the (piestion will be taken up. 

Raporting of Polioo oosas at ilorabagan, Calcutta. 

% Ral Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN OUTT: (o) Will the Hon’ble 
McmtH'i in oharge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(i) that the "Reports" ot all Police cases were, before 1910, heard 

by the Commiitnioner of Poliw, Calcutta, openly iu the 
"Report Rtmm" at Lalbasar; 

(ti) that the "Reiwi-ts*’ of all Police cases have, since 1910, been 
heard openij/ by the Deputy Commissioner of Police South 
District, in the "Report Rmim" at Lalbasar; and 
(tti) that the "Reports" of all Police cases were heard, since 1910 
quite by the Deputy Commissioner of Police North 

District, in the "Re|>ort Room” at JorahaganP 
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i(!>) Will the Hoii’hle Member be pleased to state why he# the 
pirftictice of open rejwrting of the Police cases in the “Report Room** at 
Jorabafcan bem discontinued of late? 


(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
OoTemmeut are considering the desirability of restoring the original 
practice ? 


Tlie Hon’llla Mr. W. D. R« PitCNTICi: (a) (i) to (Hi) Yes. 

(b) The practice has not been discontinued, but the spi«‘e is so 
limited that only the parties and the pleaders apjiearing for the partiee 
can ordinarily accommodated while a particular case is under 
discussion. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Went of a saoofNl |»latforfii at tlio Jayaiiagar»Maiilpiir staliofia 

3. Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTTi (a) U the Hon*ble 

Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) De]sirtmcnt aware 
that the T^j>-Tniin No. 305 which leave's laikbsmikantapur at 16-36 
hours stops outside the plalfonn at the Jaynnagnr-Mnxilpur station for 
enitraining and de'training paHMe'iige'rs)* 

{h) Is the llon’ble Meniher aware that this arrangement is danger- 
ous and is causing a great deal of inconvenience to the |)assengere» 
e'.spe<ially to womeoi and childre»n and aged persons? 

(c) Arc the Government considering the desirability of retfUesling 
the niilway authorities to discontinue this practice and to construct 
another platform on the other side? 

MEMBER in ohargt of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hofi'bio Mr. A. Mirr)t (a) No. 

(b) and (c) These questions should be referred to the Local Advisory 
Committee of the railway concerned. 


Pritiatfidy Magistnitui* Coiirtt in Oiloutti. 

4. RM iMiadlir Dr. HARIDHAN OOTTi (a) Will the Hon*bIe 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what 
steps have been taken by the Oovemment to give effect to the Resolu- 
tion regarding the location of the Presidency Magistrates* Ckmrts in 
Calcutta, which was carried by the Bengal Legislative Cimncil on 23rA 
NovemBer, 1021, and what action do the Oovemment {impose to tglM 
in the matter? 
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IS QUESTIONS. 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to lay on tbe table the scheme 
which has been submitted by the Chief Presidency Magistrate or any 
other officer in (his connection? 

(c) Do the Government i»ropose to provide any money in the supple- 
mentary budget of the current year or in the budget of the ensuing 
year for giving effect to the said Resolution or to the scheme of the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate? 

Tlia HofPbIt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Government con- 
sidered the feasibility of erecting a Police Court building on a new site 
hut the cost api^eared to them to be prohibitive. They have, however, 
accepted u proposal by the Chief Presidency Magistrate for additions 
to and alterations in the existing Police Court building at Bankshall 
Street, Calcutta, for accommodating Iwth the Central and the Jora- 
hagan Police Courts. Administrative approval has been given to it at 
a cost of Rs. 76,268. 

(h) An extract from the letter from the Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate, Calcutta, is laid on the table. 

(r) It has not bwn ixwsible to provide any funds for the project 
in the current financial year and it is not proi>osed to make a supple- 
mentary demand for it. The question of provision of funds for the 
project during 1981-82 is under consideration. 


K,rtract from the letter referred to in the reply to clause {h) of 
itnstarred question No. 4. 

No. 117, dated Calcutta, the 16th January, 1929. 

From — T. J. Y. Roxm'B(»n, Esq., i.r.s., Chief Presidency 
Magistnite, Calcutta, 

To— The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial 
Deiwrtment. 

I have the honour to submit herewith plans and estimate for a 
revised propossl f<»r the amalgamation of the Northern and Southern 
Division t^nlrts at Baukshull Street. It appears that the question of 
a new huihlttig is not within the sphere of practical ixditics, and 
having decided after discussion with you to give up the idea of press- 
ing for a new building, I have looked into the former scheme proposed 
by me in 1924. That scheme was definitely a temporary one, to tide 
over what I thought would then be a short period till the question of 
a new building might be considered. After that Mr. LiddeR, while 
I was on leave, had the scheme extended by calling for estimates lor 
general improvements to the building, but the actual scheme itseH 
remained untouched. When 1 had decided to press for an alteration 
to the present building, in view of the impossihOity of obtaining any- 
thing Wtter, and as it appeared that the change was to be of a mom 
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pUP fni^iM wtt ckaractj^iTi 1 looked at the matter from the poiat of view 
Of ^hat could be done with a more generous estimate for expenditure. 
'EW present scheme is the result. 

The main leature of the present scheme is an outside staircase to 
be built at a cost of some Bs. 15,000. The present inner staircase will 
be removed. There is provision for 10 courts with additional accom- 
modation for the various kwyers* bars. 

The estimate contains a round figure provision of Rs. 10,000. for 
a lift, which I do not really press for. Without this the total cost of 
the scheme is Its. 53,000. In addition there will be an extra amount 
for electrical fittings. It will be possible to have the alterations made 
while the courts are sitting. I have worked a scheme out for this in 
detail, but do not think it neressar>’ to burden this letter with that. 

The present complaint about Bankshall Street building is that the 
accommodation for witnesses, etc., is in the internal well of the build- 
ing which is very dark and stuffy. At .Jorahagan the accommtKiotitm 
is worse. In the new scheme there will he the whole of ro<»ms 
1 — 5— C on the first floor for waiting siaire, i.e., my j>reHent court 
room with the attached smaller rcKmi, and the present inner well. 
As the doors to the well will he tlimwn ojien, this fmrt itself will be 
lighter than nt present, and in addition there will be other two rooms 
which are on the outside of the building. This first floor will accom- 
modate four courts. I iwojwse that the Additional Chief Presidency 
Magistrate and two stijM*ndiur>’ magistrates sit there, together with 
one honorary magistrate. 

On the top floor there is waiting s{)ace in rooms 6 and 2. Room 2 
is the inner well, but on the top floor there is a skylight, and this is 
a bright airy part. I propose that the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
and one sti|iendiary' and two honorary magistrates sit there. 

On the ground floor will be the two petty cose courts and the 
lock-up. The Superintending Engineer remarks that the principal 
defect of the plan is the lock-up accommodation. I think that with 
proper provision of funs and Hgdits the accommodation will be quite 
satisfactory. 

It will be seen that there is a great improvement over the present 
arrangements at Bankshall Street and Jorahagan and my former 
scheme in the accommodation for the public. The courts themselves 
wRl have minor improvements in arrangement. 

At present the clerks at Bankshall Street are scattered about the 
building, in the new {dan they are all congregated together, with the 
chambw of the Begistrar in one place, making for good supervmion. 
The her lihfniies for berritters and pleaders both “attached” and 
^^mette^bed” are eR together. 
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[11th Aro., 


Rif MMlir Dr. HARIOHAN OUTT: Is th«. Hon’ble Member 
•were that the House has sustained serious injuries during the last 
earthquake? 

Tht Hon’Iili Mr. W. D. R. I^RENTiCE: No. 

Period of roContion of police oflloere at a station. 

S. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Pcdice De|>ariment be pleased to state the 
number of years for which a police officer down to the rank of Sub- 
Inspector of Police is generally retained in a district when he ia 
posted there? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Meml)er be pleased to state how many police 
officers down to the rank of sub^insiiector in Bengal have been retained 
in one district for more than 10 years in each case? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that there are several police 
officers in Bengal who have been working in the same district from 
their very first appointment for more than 20 years? 

TIlO Hon'bfo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (n) No period has been 
prescribed for officers of the Imperial Police (save in the case of the 
Sujwrintendent of Police, Darjeeling, whose tenure is limited to 
2 years) or of the Bengal Police Service, or for sub-insjxH*tors. The 
rules for inspectors are given in the P.R.B., Vol. I, lliile 10(K)(fl). 

(b) (i) None in Imperial Police or Bengal Police Senuce. 

(/i) One inspector. 

(in) The figures for sub-insjm*tor8 are not available. 

(c) No; as far as concerns those for whom any period has been 
jirescribed. 


Wortilii§ iMNirt for olorks In tlio nfiloo of tho Impoolor-GoiiorM 
of Polioo. 

t. Manivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state wheth^ 
it is a fact — 

(i) that the hour of departure of clerks in the Inspector-General 
of Police’s office is 4-30 p.m. but most often they are 
detained in office till 8 p.m. ; and 

(it) that the Superintendent is always in the habit of abusing 
assistants in filthy and discourteous language? 
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(6) Is it a fact tliat tKe Superintendent of Inspector^Qeneral of 
lice’s office sends constables to the residence of assistants who 
aiisent themselTes on account of illness, to see if they aie really illF 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member considering the desirability of holding 
a confidential inquiry into the matter by calling witnesses from among 
the assistants of the Inspector-General of Police’s office? 


The Hr. W. D. R. PRfNTICf: (a) (i) Under the rules 

of business for Inspector-General of Police’s office the hours of attend- 
ance for clerks are 10-30 a.m. to 4-30 p.m. and clerks are not ordinarily 
to be detained after 5-30 p.m. In emergencies some clerks may have 
to work later. 

(it*) No. 

(b) No. 

(r) No. 


Mosleiiis in the Seoretariat olerieal aetablittiment 

7. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment I)e]Hirtmeni be pleased to state 
whether there is any deimrtment in the Bengal Secretariat where 33 
per cent, of the appoijitnientH in the clerical and typing establishment 
are held by Moslems and, if so, in what deportment? 

(h) What policy is followed by Government in recruiting Moslemi 
for appointment in these two branches of the jniblic service in tha 
Secretariat after the t‘13 per cent, standard is reached? 


MfMDER in ahari^ af AFFOlNTMtNT DEPARTMENT (tlia 
Mr. W. D. R. PrMitioe): 00 Yes. 

Thirty-three per cent, of the clerical establishment in the following 
deportments is Moslem: (1) Chief Secretary’s, (2) Education^ 
(3) Legislative, (4) Public Works, (6) Irrigation, (6) Revenue. In 
the Agiicuiture and Industries Deportment and in the Legislative 
Depottment 33 per cent, of the typing establishment is Moslem. 

(bf The member is referred to the reply given to him in answer to 
his unetaired question No. 108 (b) on the ‘27th March, 1030. 
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ArrM of plokitirt ki tlio town of Kw'igrain. 

I. Kili EMDADUL HOQUEs (a) Will tbe Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(t) under whose orders and on what grounds fifty-nine picketers 
were arrested in the town of Kurigram on the 2nd July, 
1930; 

(tV) what is the approximate age of each of those arrested; 

^m) was any of them released without bail? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Memlter l)e pleased to state when and on what ground they were 
released ? 

(r) Where were they detained until such release? 

(d) Is it a fact that two of the arrested picketers were kicked with 
shoes and otherwise molested and welcomed with “shuar ka baccha'' 
hv the Inspector of Police, Kurigram, and by the Insiiector of Police, 
Itailway, Lalmanirhat? 

(e) Is it a fact that the aforesaid treatment of the officers was 
immediately brought to the notice of the SuMivisional Officer by a 
senior memlier of the Pleaders* bar? 

(/) If the answer to {» is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Member he pleased to state what was the result thereof ? 

({/) Are the Oovernment considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into the unit ter and to punish those at fault. 

TIm Hon'bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (a) (,) Under the oiders 
of the SuMivisional Officer, Kurigram, as the picketers were obstruct- 
jng the entiy* into and the work of the courts. 

(ff) They varie<i bt»tween about 12 and 30. 

(in) Till but 11 of the older picketers. 

(b) About 11 p.m. the same day, on undertakings given by the 

guardians that the boys would not take part in political agitation in 
future. ® 

(c) In Kurigram Sub-Jail. 

(d) No such complaint was made. 

(«) and (/) A pleader complained to the Subdivisional Officer thal 
^ne pioketere were being roughly handled but he mentioned no names. 
Me was asked to file a written complaint but failed to do so. 

(ff) No. 



QUESTIONS, 



a 


Jkati EMOADUL HOQUE: WUl the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
#tate bow pieketers especially child picketers obstructed the entry 
of the pleaders into the courts P 


tlM Han’blt Mrt W« D* Rt PRENTICE: I do not recollect the 
exact details but in several eases picketers have obstructed and blocked 
the paths to the courts. 


Kail EMOADUL HOQUE: Is it not a fart that child picketers 
merel.v entreated the pleaders of the Bar not to ottend the courts? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W.* D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 


Kaii EMOADUL HOQUE: With reference to answer (e) will tha 
Hon^ble Member be pleased to state whether it is enjoined by law 
and practice to release arrested persons at 11 p.m. from jail? 

Ttif Hon’bia Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know anything 
nlmut that but whether people are to Ik* released at 11 p.m. depends 
entirely on loral conditions. 

Nazi EMOADUL HOQUE: With reference to answer (y) will the 
Hoirble MemWr l)e pleased to state if be is prepared to institute an 
inquiry into the niatter simply for the purpose of elucidating ll*® 
fu('ts and not fot the puri>ose of punishing those at fault? 

Tba Hon’blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hon’ble member 
will put ill a fresh (juestion I promise tc. go into that. 


Usa of oanat or lathit to diaporto boy piokaton. 

E. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR lASU: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Deportment lie jdeased to state 
whether the Government approve of the caning and beating with 
laihh of boys of tender age committed by the police recently in 
Calcutta and elsewhere? 

(h) If the answ’er to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state what steps have been taken to signify their 
disapproval ? 

MEMIER in oharfi •! POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tfio Hon’blo 

Mr. W* 0« IL PrOfltiO0>S (a) Oovernmeot approve the turn of canes 
or lathis to disperse nnlawfnl assemblies, which having been commanded 
to di^rte fail to do so and cannot be dii^rsed by oilier means. 

(6) Does ttot^arise. 
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Mr. NARCNDItA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Government approve of the policy of c&mng 
and beating with lathu boys of tender ageP 

TN Non’lltt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already given 
a general answer to this general question, 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I am again repeating that 
question, Sir. 

Tilt Hoffi'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, the answer is as 
printed. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state how many meml>ei8 constitute an unlawful assembly P 

TN Hon*bM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I think five. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon^de Member 
be pleased to stat" whether liih attention has Wn drawn to individual 
cases of hoys being brutally assaulted by the police? 

TN Hofi’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD M00KER4EE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
take from me a statement that a little lx)y of ten 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is no question. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 M00KER4EE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be prepared to inquire into the case of brutal assault on a boy of 
ten near the gates of the Presidency College during the last few weeks 
in the pivse^re of Government ser\*ant8P 

Tbi HoiPbl# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If any complaint has 
to be made, it may l»e referred to the courts. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 M00KER4EE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
look into a specific case where a single boy of ten was brutally assaulted 
and rendered uncon.sciousp 

TN itoiPbIb Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the member sends me 
the facts I will see whether any action is necessary. 



mirnimm. 




Mr. tHANTI SHEKHAREiWAR ROYS May I inquire i! 
GtoYemment kuTe taken legral opinion in the matter witetker beating 
pHQjile by lathu is permissible under tke law? 

Mr. PRESIDEMTs 1 do not allow that question. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Government approve of caning and beating 
with lathis to disperse assembly which Government consider to be 
unlawful or should not only just so much force be used as is necessary 
for this purpose? 

Tha HOfl’ble Mir. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is always understood. 

. Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether caning or l)eating by lathis is regarded by (Jovemment 
as common courtesy? 

Tht Hon’Ma Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, certainly not. It 
is not a common couiiesy. 

Mauivi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon^ble Member aware 
that there is ample provision in the Criminal Law to deal with these 
people except by caning and beating with lathis? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 


Ust of phytioal foroo against female volunteers. 

IS. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Deportment be i>lea«ed to state 
whether any orders have been passed by the Government directing 
executive and police officers to refrain from assaulting women under 
any circumstances whatsoever? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of passing such oitiers? 

The Hon’bia Mr. W« D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Orders have ^en 
imed that the use of physical force against womep should he avoided 
save as a last resort, and that when its use cannot be avoidf*d, then 
only the minimum amount required for the arrest or removal of the 
off^ders Is to be used. 

(by Does not arise* 
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RMtiMrtiM tHIUmftm OahMitta PoiiM Ownts. 

11. Rti Bahadur Or. HARIOHAH DUTT: Will th« Hon’ble 
Uember in charge of the Judicial Deportment be pleaaed to state 

(t) what amount l»a« been realized from the Calcutta Police Courts 
in the shape of fines during each of the last 5 years; 

(m) what amount has been spent by the Government, in the 
Calcutta Police Courts, in the shape of the pay of the 
Presidency Magistrates and establishment of the Presidency 
Magistrate and other expenses, during each of the last 
6 years; and 

(ill) whether there is any other criminal court in Bengal, where 
the amount of fines realized meets more than all its 
expenses ? 

The Hm’M* Mr. W. D. R. PREMTICE: (i) 1925, Rs. 2,84,360-6-9; 
1926, Rs. 2,71,711-6-1; 1927, Rs. 3,20,686-14-6; 1928, Rs. 3,27,826-6-2; 
1929, Rs. 4,02,111-15-6. 

(ii) 1926-26, Rs. 2,40,093; 1926-27, Rs. 1,66,925; 1927-28, 

Rs. 1,96,248; 1928-29, Rs. 2,47,368; 1929-30, Rs. 2,39,910. 

(Hi) No. 

445 p.ni. 

Rfti Batiadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: In view of the laiye annual 
income from the Calcutta Police Courts, will the Hon ble Member be 
pleasefl to state what difficulty is there in providinpr for the additional 
Rum necessary for carryinff out additions and alterations to the 
buildings? 

The Hon’bl« Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That expenditure comes 
under n different head, and if the Council sanctions expenditure for 
the purpose under that head, the additions and alterations can be made. 

Ral BalliBlir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Does it not stand to reason 
that, whtL * much profit is earned from the Courts, the buildings 
should be improved out of it? 

Tlli HoiPIlla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The profit is part of the 
provincial balances. 

BNHl SATYENDRA NATH ROY: May I ask if the Hoii14e 
Member personally visited the police court buildings and saw their 
eondition himself? 

Tilt Htil’Mt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: No. The Hon’ble Ur. 
Moberly did this when the scheme was drawn up. 



QtTESflONS, 


47 


m tht flOM of tiM InapwttrwQtMral at KatfiatnOan. 

it. Mwlvi MUHAMMAO FAZLULLAH: («) Will the Hoa’bl* 
.^meter in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleMed to lay on the table a statement showing the number of Upper 
and Lower Division assistants in the o£Bce of the Inspector-Oeneral of 
Registration ? 

(b) How many of them are held by Moslems? 

(c) Is it a fact that in this office there have been eases of supersei<^ 
sion of senior assistants with better educational qualifications by 
junior assistants with less educational qualifications? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'bin 
Minister be pleased to state the number of such cases? 

MINISTER in olMirga of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (tilt Hon’bli Mr. Klmroja NafliiHNlilln)f (a) Six 

assistants in the Upper Division ; twenty-thive assistants in the Lower 
Division. 

(6) Six assistants in the I/)wer Division. 

(c) The only cases were those of officiating appointments for short 
periods in a'hieh assistants having special knowledge of the work were- 
appointed to replace officers going on leave. 

(d) Seventeen cases of the aliove since January 1st, 1926. 



Ami Mwen ti umlor Motiona 37 (a) and (b) of tho Dongai Viilago 
8tlf*Govornmon( Aot» 1913. 

13. Mr. SAILE8WAR SINGH ROY l (n) Will the Hon’bla 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Goveriiiiient Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any basis cm which assessments under 
sections 37 (<i) and (6) of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919 (Bengal Act V of 1919), are made? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the negative, w^ill the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government intend laying down 
a basis in order to do away with unnecessary objections and improper 
assessments? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving relief 
ko persons affected by improper assessments made during the yearo 
1929 and 1930? 

na HaaFUa Kmm SHIl SHEKHARItWAR RAYt (a) Th* 

basis of assessments under section 37 of the Villsge Self-Oovemmeni 



^ ^ Am, 

Act 1j«§ in the Act and rules under the Act contained in Notification 
No. L,S.-0., dated 3rd July, 1320, of which a copy ia placed on 
the library table. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

(c) Oovenunent are not aware of the alleged improper assessmen^, 
the remedy against which, if they occurred, would lie in the exercise 
of his powers under section 40 of the Act by the District Magistrate. 

Collaotioii of ooiios from lakhira] lands of mauxa BosImk 

14. Mr. SAILESWAR tINCH ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that for the purpose of 
collection of cesses lakhiraj lands of the mauza Bosho have been 
included in the lakhiraj roll of the mauza Gangeshnagar within the 
police-station Dhaniakhali in the district of Hooghly? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether it has 
been so done under directions from the Government? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, are the Government 
intending to correct 8U<‘h rolls and to take away therefrom such 
included lakhiraj lands? 

Tli4 Hofi’bto Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (n), (h) and (c) 

Unless the numbers of Register B, Part I of the lakhiraj lands of 
mauzas Bosho and Gangeshnagar are given, it is not possible to supply 
the information wanted. 

AnwgtiMfit for tht tupfdy of liquors to doolors at Mymomingfi. 

15. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: ia) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) 
Department l>e pleased to state whether the Excise officials of Mymen- 
siugh had any general or special instructions to secure the supply of 
liquor fn»m the wui-ehouse to dealers even at the risk of provoking a 
serious diaturhancc, and whether they had the authority of the depart- 
ment lo « k the assistanc e of armed police to force the way for the 
supply of liquor fi*om the warehouse in the teeth of intense popular 
op|>osition ? 

(h) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state at whose instance 
the arrangement for the supply of liquor with the assistance of armed 
policemen and under the personal supervision of the District Magis- 
trate or the Additional District Magistrate was made? 

Tilt HoiPiito Kumir SHIR SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: (a) No 

general or ^^ial instructions with regard to the supply of liquor from 
the warehouse at Mymensingh were issued to the local Excise officials 
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8 ilifnil be issued. It was ^e duty of the local executive auilior* 
iilbe te eeeure for the vendors the peaceful and safe transport of their 
M^iies and in using the police force for that purpose local officers 
were acting in the discharge of their duty. 

(b) The vendors were in need of supplies and the District Officer 
with the assistance of the Additional District Magistrate made such 
arrangements as appeared to them to be necessary to secure for the 
vendors the safe and peaceful transport of their supplies. 

Iiwistigatioii inth the inoidtiit of ffrlng at Myinantingh, 

te. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GURTAl Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
he made any personal investigation into the incident of firing at 
MymensinghP If not, why not? 

Tha Non’IMa Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICEt No. None was needed. 

Cartaifi siatistiet about xaiiilMlan« tomiro-liolclart aiul raiyatk 

17. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN QUPTAs (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Mem}>er in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state whether reliable up to date statistics are available showing — 

(f) the total number of persons of each class in receipt fit rents 
from lands as (1) samindars, (2) tenure-holders of various 
grades, or (3) raiyats; 

(it) the total area of land held by raiyats, distinguishing (1) lands 
cultivated directly by the raiyats, and (2) lands let out to 
under-raiyats or hargadars; 

(ttt) the total of each class of samindars, tenure-holders and raiyats 
from rent and the total amount paid each class as rent 
to superior landlords or as laiid revenue; 

(tv) the number of men depending exclusively on rents for their 
livelihood and the number in receipt of other income, and 
in the case of the latter class, their total income from rent 
and their total income from other sourcMlf 

(b) It the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'blo 
Member be fdeased to lay the figures on the iablef 

(e) It the amnrer to clause (a) k in the negative, will the Hon'bic 
Member be ideeeed to say whether he k consideriiig the desirability of 
tidliiig^itepe to have such statist coUeeled ei^er independeatly of 
im eoaaaetion with the next cmumf 



QUfisnotrd. [iitb 

Hm MMinUf tir PROVAtM CAOffOtll MfTTflll («) N4. 

(6) Dom not ariM. 

(c) No. 

Rtvonw from 4udioial and non^udioial stamiM ami from Exeiao. 

1A Mr. SAILEtWAR 8INCH ROY! Will tlie Honlile Member 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleaeecl to state the amount 
of revenue which the Gavemnient derived during the months of Janu> 
ary to June in the years 1927^ 1928, 1929 and 19.10 from — 

(d) judicial and non>Judieiul stamps, and 

(b) Excise? 

MiEMBEin in ohirga of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the HotPlHo 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) and (h) A statement is laid on the table. Fifniyes for 
the month of June, IJI‘10, are not yet available. 

Statement referred to the reply to unstarre^ question No. 18 , 


(a ) — Stamp Revenite, 



IM7. 

1028. 

MooUia. 

Niib- 

JudIcUl. 

JudNAl. 

Tout. 

Non- 

JiHUrhr. 

Judlrtol. 

TbtAL 


Ra. 

X«. 

R*. 

Ra 

Ra. 

Ba. 

JMuary 


17,00,000 

31.00,000 

11.88,000 

n^jooo 

2040.000 


12,15,000 

IM&JOOO 

28,00,000 

12.204)00 

10.754)00 

814)44)00 

IfAfeh 

ts,ss,ooo 

19,224N» 

424)5.000 

2I4R84IOO 

10474)00 

40,004)00 

Aertl 

11,40.000 

82,26.000 

48.724)00 

11.274)00 

34.724)00 

45404)00 

May 

10,05,000 

10,6S4)00 

80,0S4R)O 

0.034)00 

10404)00 



S.00.000 

17,0tAX» 

MMfiOO 

rfijfioa 

1548.000 

28104)00 



1 


1020. 

mo. 

Moath*. 

I 

Non- 

Judktel. 

JiMttdfU. 

tmi 

Moo* 

JwUiiAl. 

JoOfcM. 

ToUL 


R*. 

lA. 

Ra. 

lAL 

Xa. 

Xa. 


iS,U.0Q0 

2844^00 

UMJKO 

7.004)00 

m4M4eo 

•04)8.000 

Potarauf 

11.70,000 

1t.0l.000 


0,15,000 

1W400 

1040400 

MM 

StrllAM 

ttJtAMMI 

40A44M0 

OMJm 


10.004X)0 

APi 

MMOO 

<lAMts 

SIJOtOQO 

OAIM 

Sf 484)00 

io.tsumo 

Npr 

$,nim 

Hmm 

■0^1,000 

7,404)00 

11474)00 

Iff.ft.OtO 

PtMl 

hjHjm 

IMOsOOO 

IMftjDSO 


- 

- . 
































QlTESTIOira 


51 


(^) — BsYBirUE. 


Month. 
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i'lili 


PMling of an I. M. 8. oflloor os Civil i|t Ahitlagioifig. 

18. MaiJ 8ADJ AHMCO CHQWOHURYs Will tbe Hon’blo 
Mini8t«r in charge of th« Local Self-Oovemnient Department be 
pleaaed to »tate whether the Government are considering the desirability 
of posting an I* M. S. officer as Civil Surgeon at Chittagongf If so, 
when? 

mo Hoa’Mo Kumor CHIC tHCKHAIICtWAII RAYs It ia hoped 

soon to have an I. M. 8. officer available for Chittagong. 


AoUon tokon iii roapoof of tlio rooomtHutloii of tho Liosnoitig 
iocid for .Qitoii^a. 

20. Ril Rohodur Hr. ilARIOHAN DUTTl Will the Hon^blp 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Depart*, 
merit be pleased to state what action has heem taken by him in respect 
of the reconstitution of the Licensing Board for Cslcatta after tho 
discussion in the Council held on the 18th March, 1980? 

HINIiTiR In olMUVt of AQRfOULTURi ond INOUtTHlif 
CftXCliB) OiRARTMlNT (Rio MontMo Kumor thlk tkoiiliomomr 
R8ir>: Government are watching the working of the present Licensing 
Board which was appointed on the 19th April, 1929, for a period of 
three years. The question of its reconstitution cannot normally arise 
before the expiry of that period. 

Rid BRh pi Mr Or. HARiOHAN OWTT* WiU the Hon'ble Minister 
kindly my why he gave hopes of an early reconstitution *of the Liceniing 
Board in hia reply to certain speeches of the membem of the Council 
in Man^ last? 
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Tilt Hmm$ Kmm IHIB •MEKHARCtWAfI RAYs Would lit 
rtpeti tlie tsiurance tliat 1 gavt tbeii» then I would be in a potiiioii 
to aay what hopes were held out and not given effect to. 


NtMlnatitiii tf MHuNditii l»y DIvitiofiftI CommiititiMrt and tht 
i m pa ct Pr»C6iitfai of Rtgistratlon. 

in. Maillvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Ifinister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, 
itparately lor the last 7 years — 

(i) the names of candidates nominated by the Divisional Commis- 
sioners and Inspector-General of Registration in the order 
of priority with their qualifications ; 

(u) the names of candidates selected by Government with their 
qualifications f 

(b) Is it a fact that there are many cases which show that candi- 
dates with inferior qualifications have Ixsen selected by Government 
to the oxcluHion of candidate* with Nuperior qualifications nominated 
by the Ihvisumal Commissioners and In«i»r.tor-Oeneral of Registration P 

(e) la it a fact that the nomination of the Divisional Commissioners 
nnd the Insiwctor-Oeneral of Registration was more disregarded during 
the times of the Hon’ble Ministers than that of the Hon’ble Members? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 


of bJJsII*".’'? **'• HAZmUODim (») (.) Nomination, 

of Divisional Commissioners and of the Inspector^enend of Registra- 
tion are confidential and Government do not propose to disclose them. 

llbiS ‘"“t 7 years are placed on the 

1^3 th?* T !!? the«, selected candidX 

M}ond that contained in the notificatione. 

timi 

to the extTaT"®”* ‘ to give any information in regard 

Ins^t^ n r^^ndations of Divisional Commimrioners and the 
Beipafration wew or were not foUol^ W 
Oovwwaent as tbe«i recommendation, were confidentiaJ. 

(d) Dom not 
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Mk inttiiil MtWiir tmglik^^ 

ft. Mttilwi MUHAMMAD PAILULLAH: (a) Will the tLm%U 
Hmber in charge of Political Department be pAeaised to state whether 
tibe book entitled ‘^Bisher Banshi/’ by Easi Nasrul Islam, has IxHjn 
proBoribedP 

(6) Is it a fact that this book contains a poem entitled “Fatehd 
Doaidiaham*' dealing with the birth and death of the Holy Prophet 
which is purely a religious matter 

(c) Is the Hon^ble Member aware that the Mussnlmans are very 
keen about the retniblication of this printed poem f 

(d) If the answers to (b) and (c) be in the affirmative, will the 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether Government considers the 
desirability of removing the ban so far as this particular poem is 
concerned ? 

The Hon’IMe Mr. W. 0. R. PRINTICEl (a) Yes. 

(b) The b(K)k contains a poem entitled ^‘Fateha Doasdaham/* but 
Government ore advised that this ])oem is not purely religious. 

(c) No information has been received to this effect. 

(d) Government will consider the question of allowing this ]K>em 
to be published separately, if an ap{ilication to this effect is put in. 

Railwi^ pfatfomi M Bmibali on tlio BmnhhBuhMnm lino. 

n. MUNINDRA OfB RAI MAHASAIt (a) Is the Hon bln 

Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department aware 
that there is no raised platform at Bansabati on the Bandel*Barharwa 
line, East Indian Railway? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Bansabati is a place of 
pilgrimage frequented by pilgrims and tourists throughout the year 
for visiting the famous shrine of Hamsesvari ? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member also aware that importance of Bansabati 
station has in recent years been increased by the starting of some jute 
mills within the municipolity of Bansberia ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that for want of a raised platform 
il^ passengera, specially the females, the old and the children find it 
difficult and inconvenient to enter into and alight from the train? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that representations from the 
public have failed to draw the attention of the Railway authorities 
to the matter? 

(/) *At 0 the Gorernment considering the desirability of moving tiw 
Rnilway authorities in this matter? 



TIN IMlWt Mri /b MAIIIIt («) to (/) Tliu u » Mbje^ wkick 
Buy nutaUy be teferred to the Bailwajr Advi8<My ComButtee aad 
Qoremamt hare drawn their attention to the matter. 


Pmom oonwioted of offenoee under the Selt Aet 

M Bdbu tATYENORA NAtH ROY: Will the Hon’Ue Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table 
f) statement showing for the months of April, May, June and July, 1930, 
giving separate figures for males and females — 

(t) the number of perstms arrested; and 
(n) the number of persons convicted, 

in this Presidency for committing offences under the Salt Act? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. RRENTICIt (i) and (n) The total 
number of persons convicted of offences under the Salt Act up to the 
cud of July was 531. The other information is not at present 
nvailable. 


MetiOffi fer an adjournment of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked by Bubu Satisb Chandra 
Bay Chowdhury to move the following motion for adjournment: — 

‘‘That the business of the Council lie adjoui-ned for the purpose of 
discussing the situation arising out of the recent broad daylight attack 
by a large number of hooligans in the house of the late Babu Krishna 
Chandra Roy, of Jangalia, in the subdivision of Kisboreganj in 
Mymensingh district on the 12th July last, resulting in the murder of 
10 members of his household including himself, and in serious riots 
with arson and loot, in various places of the sub^vision.” 

TN Hofl’bli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, may I make one or 

two observations? I am rather surprised at this motion, because the 
gentleman who has given notice of the motion for adjournment came 
to me this morning along with two other members of this Council and 
discussed the situation with me. When he left the honlile member 
eaid that be was perfectly satisfied with the facts that 1 placed before 
him, vis., that we know very little of what has happened recently in 
Kishoreganj, and while going to send the statement that he and bie 
friends had filed before His Excelleiiey on Raturday to Mr. Burrows 
lor information and for such action as he considered necessary. The 
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nittUiW went away perfectly tatMed, and ai 1 pian^tMl I 
already taken action on one or two pointe in connnctioii witk 

repiaaenta^on tkat had bean rabmitted. If the Houee k adjourned 
la diacnae this loatter, all tkat 1 can say is that with regard to aMst 
of the facts I haTs no information, and that the report of the Distiict 
liagisirate will hare to be awaited. I suggest that the adjournment 
of the Honse on this motion will be a mere waste of time so far as 
obtaining information on the recent happenings is concerned. 

Hr* PRCSIOKNTs Do I take it that the Hon^ble Member objects 
to this motion P 

Tilt Hofl’Mt Mr. W. D. R. RRENTIRil Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PREilOINTi In that case, the rule requires that 00 members 
must rise in their places to signify their assent to the moving of this 
motion. 

As only 28 members rose in their seats, the motion fell through. 


COViRNMENT RUtlNSEi. 

Demaiidi lor (ranti. 

1»i. 

The Htfilile AlhailJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move thpt 
a token sum of Re. 1 be granted for the expenditure of Rs. 15,000 ps 
a contribution under the head “16B*’ toa'ards the cost of constructing 
a hand across the Noakhali Khal for the pn>tection of the town 
Noakhali. 

Sir, the facts of the case have been set out very briady in the 
memorandnm, which has been circulated by the Irrigation Department 
to the members of this House. I believe it is common knowledge 
to all members of this House, and particularly to those who read their 
papers daily that for several years pest there has botn 8oiog on erosion 
of Hoakhalt town with alarming rapidity. The attack hat hitheito 
been from three sides of the town, and many valuable Govemmaiit 
and private hnildiags worth several lakhs of rupees had been destroyed. 
Both the Public Works Department as well as the Irrigation 
Depaftmmt have been giving anxious attention to the beet way of 
saving^ tlw town ; and the eondustons they had arrived at tiU last yef r 
wain tluvl many lakhs of ntpees would be required to constrnct any 
protective works to save the town and, even at that, the chances were 
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doubtlul* And the altemnim wa* to remove the he adqaartem» w^b 
again would involve an expenditure of some 15 to 20 lakhs of rupees^ 

The matter came to a head in October last, when a deputation from 
the Koakhali Town Protection Committee, consisting of a member ef 
this House, Mr. Faxlullah, Babu Annada Charan Bay, Yice-Ohainnan, 
Noakhali District Board, and Mr. M. Obaidulla,' a distinguished 
Engineer and Secretary of that Committee, met me at Darjeeling, and 
pointed out that the present erosion was being really caused by the 
Noakhali khal, and not so much by the Meghna, as had hitherto been 
the case. They regretted that Government had done nothing so far to 
protect the towm from the grip of its present enemy, the Noakhali 
khal. It was then decided that the Chief Engineer, Mr. Addams* 
Williams should go to Noakhali, and inquire fully into the matter 
and submit a report to Government. In his report the Chief Engineer 
estimated that several lakhs of rupees would be required to give effect 
to the Town Protection Committee’s scheme, and that before proper 
estimates could be prepared, it would he necessary to make an elaborate 
survey which might take six months or a year. 

Thereafter u deputation waited on His Excellency the Governor on 
the 18th of Deceml>er, 1929, at Government House, when it was pointed 
out that if the erosion were allowed to continue unchecked and nothing 
was done immediately, there might he no town left to save. His 
Excellency, therefore, was pleased to express his sympathy; and it was 
agreed that the district board and the municipality would submit a 
definite scheme through the local officers for the consideration of 
Government. Accordingly, the district board and the municipality 
submitted through the Collector and the Commissioner a scheme for 
the construction of a bund across the Noakhali khal at an estimated 
cost of Rs. 30, (KK). They were prepared to raise half the cost 
themselves, and move Government for the balance. As it was extremely 
urgent that the scheme should be carried out before the rains set in, in 
order to be at all effective, and as the local authorities were unable to 
proceed without a Goveniment grant, a contribution of Rs. 15,000 had 
tt* be paid out of the current year’s budget of this department. Here 
wma a case * ? »elf-belp, which deserved to be supplemented — especially 
in view of the fact of the urgency that was so gi'eat. Government 
therefore, had to sanction the money in anticipation of the CounciFa 
vote. To my mind it is the duty of Government to afford protection 
to a township from a foreseen natural calamity, provided that the 
cost was not prohibitive : secondly that there were within the township 
buildings, the value of which would exceed the cost of protection ; and 
provided the local people agreed to bear a portion of the cost. Aa 
theae conditions were satisfied. Government had to extend their 
sympathy to the pe(l|>le of Noakhali in this manner— particularly, aa 
ihe people themselves undertook all the responsibility of this bmid. 
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^lir. W» M, TH0ilMIINs Hr. PreniU&i, Bit, liATing i^l tt» 
ol my lilo m the Noakhali difttrici, 1 cannot but be intereeted 
matter, and 1 wiah to aak ior an aesurance from the Hon*Ue 
Member in tMa oonneOtion. Noakhali is a solid piece of land, not 
lika Bakarganj at all— it is a solid piece of land not intemeoted by 
riTere. Twenty years ago, there was a road running from Feni right 
round the- coast to Lakhipur, with only two important openings one 
spanned by the bridge at Selonia, which still stands, and the other the 
Noakhali khal. The Selonia opening drains the bottom end of the 
Tippera district, and the whole of the middle of Noakhali is drained 
through the Noakhali khal. Now, Sir, one cannot but feel that in this 
matter the vocal elements are the people of Noakhali town, and that 
the non-vocal are the inhabitants of the village behind. Government 
has been prompted to take up this work of bunding the Noakhali khal 
partly to save its own buildings in Noakhali, and partly bemuse such 
bodies as the People's Association of Noakhali, Hindus working in the 
town, whose interests are in the town only, have asked them to do 
something. I feel that this is a case in which urban and rural interests 
are at variance and I want an ofssurance from the Hon'ble Member 
that he has fully considered the point of view of the villagers of the 
land in liehind, which is drained by the khal, before he has taken up 
a project of bunding for the sake of the people who live in a small 
town at its mouth. 


Tha HofilMf AHiadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Bir, I can 
fully assure the hon'ble nienilier that the scheme which has been taken 
in hand has Wen taken in hand entirely by the district hemrd and the 
municipality of Noakhali. It is a scheme which has not been in any 
way supported by Government except to the extent that Government haa 
given an indication of their great sympathy with the people who stood 
to lose so much. Furthermore, I can assure my friend that it is not 
the case that only the vocal elements of the people of the town 
approached Government, hut the fact is that a large number of 
cultivators and agriculturists also approached Government — in fact, 
they deluged^ us with telegrams — soying that the construction of th# 
bund has prevented saline water from damaging the crops and has 

resulted in better crops. So, it is not correct to say that this has 

been done purely at the request* of the so-called vocal section of the 

people of the town. I can assure my friend that the question was 

whetber Government should at a juncture like this be prepared to 
show some real sympathy to the people who were suffering, to thw 
people who stood to lose property worth lakhs of rupees, and also 
whether f^vemment should not take into consideration the safety of 
thrir own property worth lakhs of mpees. 
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I may alao ]lle^tioll that tka axperia of the dapartmeni were of 
t^inion that in order to prepare correct eetimatee a lot of tuae wo^d 
he required. The people on the other hand clamoured to eay that if 
nothing wae done at once there would be no town left to protect. It 
wae a caee of a drowning man catching at a straw- 

[The time limit for the discussion of the demand under the head 
**15B'* having been reached the Honl)le Member had to resume his 
seat.] 

The motion of the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim Ghusnavi was 
then put and agreed to. 

(At 4^^ p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 445 p.m.) 


22r— General AdminietriUeih 

Tlie HenHle Mr, W, D. R. PRENTICE: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a token sum of 
Re. 1 be granted under the head “22. — General Administration’’ for 
the current financial year to meet anticipated extra expenditure of 
Rs. 23,220 in connection with the establishment and work of the Press 
Officer, Government of Bengal. 

The reasons for this demand have been explained in the 
memorandum that has been circulated, and I do not propose to add 
very much to what is stated therein. When the press ordinance was 
brought in, a complaint was made by the press that there was great 
difficulty in finding out what was permitted and what was not permitted. 
Government detdded, therefore, to appoint a Press Officer, and the 
Appointment of this officer has been most successful. He tells me that 
he is very busy in dealing writh the various papers, and I know 
j>ersona])y that many points of doubt are daily referred to 
him. He has also been very useful in the dissemination 
of correct information as to what is going on in the prorinoe. 
District officers sometimes complain that incorrect statements 
appear in the press, but that nothing is done to place the correct facte 
before the public. Arrangements have now been made with the officers 
of the various departments that if they think that anything ineoirect 
has appeared in the papers they can send in correct acoount of the facte 
to the Preee Officer, who will see that the correct facts go out through the 
various preM organiaations. Experience has shown to far that the 
appointment of this officer has met a real want of the preas and of the 
Oovemment^ and I recommend that the Council should pase this grant. 
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t HMlttN OMANllllA lEN QUrTAt Sir, after tii« y«i 7 bdld 
4 ^ oaurageona pronoimoettieiit o! Sir ProTaah Chunder Mitter iliat 
tlie Oovenunent wlio gorem and not the members of the LegislatiTe 
<!Muici}« after the tiry conrageona statement that Sir Provash Chunder 
jtllter has made that he is not prepared to share the information that he 
has with the ptiblic for the purpose of allaying the feeling of a section 
of the public, it seems rather striking that the Goyemment should be 
asking for the vote of this Council for expenditure on propaganda. 
Propaganda? For what purpose? To give correct information to the 
public. Why, if the public do not matter and the Government alone 
matter? 


Tha Han’bla Sir PAOVAIH OHUNOER MITTER : May I rise to a 
point of personal explanation ? A reference has been made to me. My 
explanation is that as regards matters which are confidential, Govern- 
ment cannot share its responsibility with the public, but as regards 
matters which are not confidential, Government always take the public 
into confidence. 

Dr« NAREEN OHANORA EEN OURTAs I am much obliged to 
Sir Provash for adding the rider; he did not say so in his answer to 
the question. However it is absolutely immaterial. Government is 
greatly mistaken if it takes the public to be babies to be provided with 
such food as the Government chooses. Does the Government seriously 
expect that the public will be so gullible as to accept everything they 
say as true? What then is the necessity of this expenditure? Well, 
Sir, I am perfectly sure that this grant is not meant for the purpose of 
disseminating correct information to the public, but for the purpose of 
propaganda to be carried on by the Press Officer. The propaganda is 
supposed to be directed against the mischievous statements of the press, 
and 1 suppose the result of this grant will be that as against that propa- 
ganda there may be other propaganda equally truthful. I would ask 
the members of the Council to absolutely refuse to grant money to 
Government for disseminating the sort of truthful literature the charac- 
ter of which we have discussed to a certain extent in the course of 
questions. Propaganda for gaining the confidence of the people, f can 
understand. I will have every sympathy with the Government if they 
want to secure the confidence of the p^ple, but for that purpose it is 
not necessary to produce a quantity of literatnre which is useless, but 
to show to the people by your imagination and your action, to coavince 
them that you want to do good to them. Government has had during 
tlm last 150 years and more in their various spheres of activity plenty of 
op port unities to satisfy the people that the Govemiiient exists for their 
go^. There are numerous ways in which to satisfy the people that the 
Ooverdnitent is the friend of the people. What hat Govemmeiit dime 
ia thoee depaftments in which it might have done immense amount of 
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irood to the people and earned the giaiitii^ of the peopb irhich would 
have been proof against miiehievoaB propaganda P Those dci>&vtmenta 
of the Government have been starved. Take for instance the Local Self- 
Government Department. Take any of the transferred departments. 
There you will find millions of opportunities for propaganda far mcwe 
effective than any propaganda of printed literature could be. Sir, 
having regard to that obnoxious ordinance that has brought the Press 
Officer into existenc^e, having regard to the existing circumstances, I 
have no doubt that this Council will refuse to be a party to granting this 
demand; more specially when we know that there has recently been 
Government propaganda in other part-n oi the country for promoting 
the sale of foreign cloth. I saw years ago the propaganda carried on by 
Government against prohibition by publishing literature from Amerirui 
whifli went to show that America bad gone I'ad under prohibition. All 
this literature was published in the Police Gazette, That is the sort of 
literature to be published by the Press Officer; we do not want this. 
The people of Bengal are anxious for truth, and if they cannot find it 
the papers, they know how to find it out. It is absurd to believe 
that they will receive whatever issues under the command .of the Press 
Officer as gospel truth. It is absolutely gratuitous and puerile on the 
part of Government to expect that this would lead to any good. 

^ ®MEKHARESWAR ROY S Sir, if the Government 

think that an additional officer is necessary to cope with the work of 
exercising a stricter control over the newspapers and publications in the 
province, they are certainly entitled to make such arrangements as 
they like. The general impression, however, is that there is enough 
control over the press in this country. The life of a journalist is 
nowhere more miserable and fraught with greater risks than in India. 
In the mufassal, like the taxi walla, he has to look upon every police 
officer as his master. In writing for his paper he has to be careful not 
to offend the susceptibilities of the local authorities who can inflict 
upon him any amount of trouble. So the addition of another master 
can make very little difference to him. On the other band, if the new 
master happens to he a sympathetic officer I think he can render much 
useful help to the journalists. More often than not editors of news- 
papers find themselves in the meshes of the law unwittingly, and without 
any real intention to embarrass the Government. I hope the new officer 
will be helpful in clearing up a good deal of misunderstanding. But 
so far as the other part of his duties is concerned— 1 refer to his position 
as the official propagandist— the matter must be considered from a 
wider outlook. It is true, wonderful results can be achie%^ by propa- 
ganda, bnt such propaganda must be well directed, otherwise it may do 
more barm than good, I am afraid permanent officials of the Govem- 
mant likely to be appointed to the post are not very good hands at this 
sort of work. I need only draw attention to the discomfiture of the 
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Got^raineiit in connection with > eimilar entcrpriio, and I 
liW the Government of Bengal will profit by the lesecm. In ihit con* 
n^on I have a stiggestion to place before the Houae. 1 beg to urge 
tlit a Publicity Board may be constituted with a view to help the Piew 
Ofeher. Buring the last war, Publicity Boards were established in 
many places and a certain amount of good work was done by these 
bodies. I believe at present there is a Publicity Board in the Punjab, 
consisting mainly of non-officials who help the Government in this rather 
delicate task. I think with the services of such a Board at the disposal 
of the Government, the chances for misunderstanding and misdirected 
efforts will be minimised. If, however, the Government do not find 
my suggestion acceptable, I would ask the House to refuse the grant 
and save the Government from being involved in unnecessary complica- 
tions in the future as well as prevent them from wasting good money 
in these hard times. 


4-45 p.m* 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this 
grant. In doing so, I should like to make a few observations on the 
principle underlying the demand. This Council had nothing to do 
with the promulgation of the Indian Press Ordinance, ItKUK The 
ordinary law of the laud was, we think, sufficient to cope with the evil. 
We, as accredited representatives of the people, would be failing in our 
duty we owed to our constituency and the country, if we agreed to the 
demand just made. Before the Ctmncil approved the demand, it must 
be convinced that the money spent over propaganda on behalf of 
Government should serve any useful purpose. People, in general, have 
lost all faith in the hitna fidet of the Government. If propaganda meant 
the usual whitewashing of official misdeeds, the money spent over it 
would be mere waste of public funds. Acts like the impeachment of 
Warren Hastings and the death sentence of Governor Walls helped in 
no small measure to enhance the reputation of the British nation for 
even-handed justice, irrespective of high rank, position and wealth. 
But those days have long passed away. Whitewashing of the misdeeds 
of the servants of the Crown from the highest officials down to the lowest 
constabulary has become the order of the day. Propaganda to cloud 
the real issues, to shield the offending officials and to distort the real 
truth if resorted to for the protection of the officialdom from public 
criticism, would defeat the very object for which the money would be 
•pent. This would not be the proper remedy for the trouble. It was 
high time for the Government to take stock of the realities of the situa- 
tion, to have a broader outlook of things and to view them from a higher 
angle of vision than they have hitherto done. They should realise that 
the setting up of a propaganda machine over and above the existing 
machinWy of Government can neither remove the prevailing distmai 
acf vrin Ae mtppmt of the people. 
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•itoii ^ATIHERA MATH lAtU; I riae to oppose ihin gr^i. It m 
not the first time that a remedy like this has been sought to be applied, 
for the purpose oi meeting contingencies like those with which we aiw 
laced at present, either in this country or in other countries. We all 
know that the measures that were taken in 1909 served only to drive 
discontent underground and to spread the evil. Then we had a few 
thousand persons here and there disaffected, but we have now several 
millions that are so disaffected. In judging of ordinary human conduct, 
when people are annoyed or irritated we allow them to ventilate their 
grievances in their own way. So far as one can judge from what the 
Press Officer has done during the little time that he has been in office 
he has been practically to stop the publication of several newspapers. 
Thai by itself naturally causes grievance and a deep sense of resentment 
amongst the public who have subscribed to those newspapers or iave to 
have recourse to them for the purpose of obtaining news. People feel 
as if there is an attempt to stifle the spread of news. There are wild 
rumouys flying about of various sorts of misdeeds being done by the 
Government executive but there is no newspaper to tell people what 
the actual facts are. Even if there is unjust criticism we should stand 
it without any harm. Government cannot ignore the ordinary rules of 
human conduct and indirectly stifle dissemination of news* and what is 
more imporUnt expression of opinion, however adverse that opinion may 
be to Government. I think, Sir, that the appointment of a Press Officer 
at the present juncture and the method adopted by the Press Officer for 
controlling the press have been such as to impress the public with the 
belief that the Press Officer is unnecessary at the present moment. I, 
therefore, oppose the motion. 

Mr. NARCNORA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I also rise to opjMse this 
motion. The memorandum which has been circulated to members says 
that the appointment of the Press OflScer has become necessary in order 
to make reliable news available, srettin<r into touch with newspapers wd 
other publications concerned with politics, watching them and wming 
psiHlishers and editor* and keepers of presses when necessary, bringing 
to the notitw Of Government cases in which orders for security under 
the Ordinance might be required and generally dealing with all cases 
wider the Prese Ordinance. I submit to the Council that all these 
functions of watching and spying on newspapers and making reports to 
Gkivomment may very well be dene by the ordinarj' officers and an 
edditie oM officer ia not required for these purposes. I do not know, nor 
hove the Council boon toW, whether ordinary officere have boon found 
wwiting in the dkchnrgo of Giose duties. If, of course, it is necessary 
to find a cushy job lor a momber of the “stool frame,” that is a very 
different mnttsr, but that Imd bettor ho irivon out and the Council asked 
to veto for tho nppointmont for the purpose frankly. Then, as regards 
propaganda to ooanteract the bad cfftot of the asaos propaganda agaiast 
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Gtrfiift]i»«&t, i^i^Tious speakers have already poiated out wkat sort of 
pul^ty work Gbvemmelit dose and what Government says in commu« 
ni(|tiilk #hich are contradictory to each other but which do not between 
theiiiilves teU the truth. However, it seems to me that the propaganda, 
that is said to be needed amongst the people by means ol anonymous 
lealets has been in certain cases that have been shown, to do more harm 
to the Government cause than leaving things alone. 1 therefore agreo 
with the previous speaker that this Council having had no part in the 
promulgation of the Indian Press Ordinance and the constituencies all 
over the country being against that promiilgation, it is our bouiiden duty 
in the interests of the country and our constituents to oppose this, 
demand. 

Tili Hon * iria Mr« W» D. R. PRENTICCt Sir, there is a consider- 
able amount of misunderstanding in regard to this matter. It is not a 
question whether this Council is responsible for the Press Ordinance or 
not, it is a question of dealing with the situation that has arisen since 
the promnlgation of the Press Ordinance. This oflleer was appointed 
mainly at the request of journalists themselves who said that owing to 
this Ordinanc^e they were in difficulties, as they did not know what they 
could publish and what they could not. That was the primary reason 
for appointing an officer, namely to help the press. 

One of the Speakers has said that one of the results of his appointment 
has been the stoppage of the publication of various papers. That ia 
entirely wrong. As we ail know, practkiilly all the orders for giving 
security were passed before the officer was appointed, and since the 
appointment was made, I think I am correct in saying, there has only 
been one case in which an order has been passed: and I may say that 
the smallness of the number of cases in which the order has been passed 
is entirely due to the existence of the Press Officter. All the newspaper 
editors who were in difficulty owing to their policy' have been most 
assiduous in fuming to the Press Officer and saying : **Can we publish 
this? Will that be allowed?” It is owing to the efforts of the Press 
Officer that more papers are in existence than would have been had he 
not been appointed. 

Dr. Sen Gupta has referred to the necessity of getting truthful 
information. I do not suppose he will believe me, but that is our idea 
in appointing the officer. Kany of the correspondents who send in newa 
have no clear idea of truth and when the news editors or officials of 
aewqmpers come round to the Press Officer and the real facts are shown 
thaiii, they have no hesitatioii whatever in correcting the accounts sent 
in. Our side dbfeot is to get the truUi publishsd. For untruth is 
due of die most dangerous things in Bengal now. Take Dacca 
for taslam. What was the catise of the ItKding of villages outside 
Daoea? It was because a false repmt was given out that Govemfneut 
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hftd sanctioned it. That was also the cause of the Eishoreganj riots. 
A dying Muhammadan Proja ot Eishoreganj said: **Aju(Li British 
GoTernmenter proja: Dohai, British OoTernment.” This Press (MScer 
has been appointed in order that the truth may be published and the 
dissemination of false reports put a stop to. 

Mr. Basu has referred to some communiques issued in connection with 
jail matters in which, he says, contradictory reports had been published. 
I think that this has already been fully dealt with by my honourable 
colleague, but in any case it is not relevant as the Press Officer was 
appointed long after these communique were published, and it is not 
fair to blame him for anything that is incorrect in these reports. 

Another speaker has said that he will vote against this demand if 
I do not accept his suggestion for a Publicity Board. Government have 
already proceeded on these lines. It is impossible to have a real active 
Publicity Board for Bengal, as you cannot expect, in a province of this 
sire, to bring together members from different parts frequently to 
consider matters for publicity. But what Government have done is to 
write down to the District Officers to try and get together as many people 
as they can to form local committees and find out what the actual facts 
are and then issue a true account. 

Another point made by another speaker was that the Transferred 
Side was being starved and that was being done in the interests of the 
brutal executive in order to provide a khvshi job for a member of the 
‘‘steel frame.'* Well, that is, of course, entirely wrong. The appoint- 
ment was unanimously approved by Government on both sides and 
Ministers were as keen on having this officer for getting correct facts 
regarding the departments in their charge as were members on the 
Reserved Side. 

6 p.m. 

I hope, therefore, that the Council will realise that this officer has 
been appointed to help the press and that the press recognise the help 
that he does give them and that in the interests of truth and for the 
dissemination of correct information in the province Government on 
both sides are united in asking the Council to provide this money. 

Dr. NAREtN CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: With reference to the 
false rumours at Dacca and Eishoreganj will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to explain how the Press Officer can counter the false reports 
while the District Officers cannot do that? 

Tlw HmPIlIU Mr. W» D« R. PRENTICE: I was not talking about 
the Pruss Officer doing that. 1 was discussing generally the desire 
ability of impro^ng the standard of truth in publications in Bengal 
and pointing out thal4n this respect the appointment of a Press Officer 
will be of great help to the proeiaoe. 
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•laady, Mr. e. N. 
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Nattain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Hun, Khan Bahib Mauivi Baxlui. 

Huttain, Mauivi Latafat. 


Karim, Mautvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abui. 
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Khan, Mauivi Tamliuddia. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Marr, tha Han'bli Mr. A. 

MaOlutkia, Mr. B. T. 
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Naaimuddin. tha Han'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Ntltan, Mr. 4. W. 

Nartan, Mr. N. R. 

Rinnall, Mr. L. A. 
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Rahaam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 
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Ray, Babu NaBandra Narayan. 

Ray, iha Hon'bla Kumar Bhib 
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Baadatuilah, Mautvi Muhammad. 
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Barkar, Rai Bahib Rabati Mahan, 

Bhah, Mauivi Abdul Namid. 

Bmith, Mr. R. 
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Btaplatan, Mr. N. B. 
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^^midar, B^ni^i ttunvmtait l^raaad. 
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Rai Mahaaal, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chuwdhury, Bdbu Butiah Chandra. 
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ZSr-^aiit and Gomriel taUliiiianti* 

TN Hwi'bla Sir PROVASH CHUHDER HITTER: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I begr to move that 
a snm of Rs. 10,43,500 be granted under the head “25.— .fails and 
Convict Settlements” to meet essential items of expenditure during the 
current financial year. 

Details of this expenditure have been set out in the printed paper 
that has been circulated to meinbeis. It will appear from the paper 
so circulated that half the amount, namely, over Rs. 5 lakhs is due 
to the expenditure on dietary. Particulars of other charges have also 
been shown in that paper. As there is no motion for a substantial 
redin^tion 1 do not think I need go further as to the necessity for the 
amount for which I move. 

There ore no doubt a number of token cuts but it would be more 
convenient and it would save the time of the House if I dealt with 
them after hearing the reasons of the movers who have given notice 
of them. 

There is however one |>oint which I should like to mention at this 
stage with regard to the motions for token cuts. Members are aware 
that under sec»tion 721) of the Government of India Act if this demand 
is reduced by Re. 1 Government cannot exceed the expenditure without 
coining to the Council again. If, in the meantime, on account of a 
large indux of prisoners into our jails, it Irecomes necessary to incur 
expenditure His Excellency the Governor has the right to authorise 
expenditure for cariying on, but one of the consequences of the exercise 
of that power would be that it may lie difficult for Government to 
recommend to His Excellency the Governor to provide more money than 
is absolutely necessary. This will result in serious reduction in the 
number of Division I and Division II prisoners, though the niembei's of 
this House are so anxious to increase the number of these prisoners. 
This will happen not because Government are unwilling to place them 
according to their standard of life but because the Council will preclude 
Government hom doing so. Then, in such a case, the responsibility 
for such a contingeflcy, if it arises, will be with those who actually vote 
in favour of the token cuts. 

Before I sit down, Sir, I may mention that I welcome this discussion 
as it will give Government an opportunity of placing before the public 
the true position with regard to jails and it is very desirable that the 
public should know what the true position is. 

Mr. NARINORA KUMAR BASU: I beg to move that the demand 
for Rs. 10,43,600 under the head “25. — Jails and Convict Settlements” 
be reduced by Be. 1 (to call attention to the treatment of political 
prisonert aind uader4rial persons in jail). 
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‘ Sir, notwithstaAilmg the Teiind threat, if I may eay eo, by tha 
Bpl^*ble Member who made this demand for money, I am afraid I muat 
ga an with my motion and I do so principally for the reason that if 
the political prisoners 

TIm HOfl’Ma Sir PR0VA8H CNUNDiR MITTCR: May I rise on a 
question of personal explanation P I did not throw out any threat 
and if my friend Mr. Basu has taken it as a threat I am sorry. I never 
meant what I said as a threat but I merely explained the ct)nse<]uences 
of supporting the token cuts — financial and otherwise. 

5-15 p.m. 

Mr. MARENDRA KUMAR BASU. Sir, the consequences portrayed 
by niy friend are absolutely frivolous. If, as a matter of fact, the 
political prisoners have, under the present regime of classihcatious and 
Government nourishment to them, to go into hunger strikes, it dot*s not 
matter whether you place them in class 1, or cdoss 2, or class Sir, in 
March last, when the budget was l>eitig discussetl Wfoje this House and 
when a cut w'as prop<jsed in the Jails builget, the Hon’ble ^emberdn- 
charge, Sir Provash Thuuder Mitter, in opposing that motion, gave out 
.several, what he called. s<»und penological principles—two of them 
l)eing that in jails prisoners must l>e kept in health, and that a prisoner 
mu.st have his moral side improve<l, by which I think he meant that 
the prisoner was to be so treated that he might not offend again. Well, 
if the statements that have l»een allowed to appear from l)ehind the 
prison bars in the public press ivoiu time to time are correct, Government 
has taken %’erv gocxl steps to see that prisoners do not offend again, by 
making them physically incapable. That may not be consistent with 
the first penological principle inculcated by the Hou'ble Member in 
charge of the Jails Department that the prisoners must be kept in 
health, but, I suppose, that for the purposes of Government the second 
principle is the sounder one. 

Sir, meml>ers of this House are aware of the troubles that have 
arisen in three of the principal jails of late, vix., the Alipore Central 
Jail, the Prasidency Jail, and the Miduapnre Central Jail. The facts as 
they appeared in the papers and Government's statements regarding the 
Alipore Central Jail are more or less familiar to members of this House. 

Tilt HoiM# Sir PROVABH GHUNOER MITTER: May I rise on 
a point of order, SirP About the Alipore Central Jail the hon'ble 
member has mentioned incidents that took place in April last. The 
matlter which is m>w under discussion, I submit, deals with essential 
items of expenditure during the current financial year for which this 
demand is being made. I am making this demand now for future 
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azpenditure, and I lubmit, Sir, tliat as the incidente in the Alipore 
Central Jail took place in April la»t, they have nothing to do with the 
present demand and that it is not open to hon’ble members to enter 
into any details of those incidents or discuss them now. I do not for a 
moment want to say that it is not open to them to go into the question 
of classification generally but what I submit is that it is not open to 
them to go into the question of treatment of prisoners in jail in April 
last, because it does not form the subject matter of the demand I am 
making, and it is not open to them to refer to anything which is not 
the subject matter of this demand. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Sir Provash is partially right, but I do 
not see any reason why I should not keep the matter open till a necessity 
actually arises for me to give a ruling on this point. But I might tell 
the member who is already in possession of the House that I do not 
want him, or for that matter, the Hon’hle Member in charge of the 
Department (‘oncerned to give undue .stiess to, or enter into details of, 
any particular incident which helongs to the past. T hope members will 
remember my instructions. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U. I am deeply thankful to you. 
Sir, for your instructions. I was not going into details at all. I was 
giving to the House an aeeount of the treatment of political piiscmeis 
in jail, ami with all respect to my friend the Hon’hle Sir Pro^ash 
Ohuiider Mitter, 1 ask how 1 can refer to the future treatment of 
political prisoners without referring to what happened in the past. I 
know mdhiug of the future treatment which they will receive, hut I 
hope the future treatment will he a great improvement upon the past 
treatment meted out to them. 

As I was saying, Sir, about the incidents in the Alipore Central Jail, 
the political prisoners and the under-trial prisoners were l)eaten not 
only by the authorities of the jail but by Peshwari (‘onviets. That was 
something which, if I may say so, shocked humanity; I know it 
did not shock the conscience of the exeiutive government, though it 
^lught to have done so. To have political under-trial prisoners beaten in 
such a fashion 4lMit several of them had to be removed to hospitals, and 
that the Spet'ial Tribunal which was conducting their trial, had to be 
adjourned for 15 days, speaks volumes regarding the treatment that 
under-trial political prisoners receive in the Alipore Central Jail. And 
I only hope that the Council will rememl>er when voting on this motion 
that the aort of treatment which thoee prisoners from ail accounts are 
receiving m the index of the treatment that they will receive in the 
future. The Hon’ble Sir Provash Cbunder Mitter haa told us in reply 
to a question this afternoon that Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose 

Miv RREilDlMT: Tou had better not refer to that. 
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. , Mf* NARENDRA KUMAR BASUs I bow down to your 
^ course of discussion in March last, the Hon*ble Sir i'lovash Chuud 
letter stated that it was uo use makiiip: ffeneral complaints about 1 
6r»tment of political prisoners in jails, but that if specific instanc 
were brought to the notice of the Inspector-General of Prisons, he won 
certainly inquire into them, and that even the Hon’ble Meml)er himm 
might inquire in special cases. Sir, we have seen during the last ft 
months what sort of inquiries are made by the Honide Member in 
the grievances of political prisoners which have been biought to li 
notice not only by the public press but also by members of this Counci 
some of whom even waited upon him. And when members of tli 
Council, despairing of getting i^elief from the Hon‘ble Member, broug 
the matter to the notice of the head of the Government, they were to 
that the matter was already being inquired into, although no sort 
public or semi-public inquiry was ever made. The Council i.s sti 
waiting in vain to know what sort of inquiry has l>een made, exce; 
that statements have been obtained from the officeiw concerned, wl 
were them.selves in the po.sition of accused persons. I do not kuo 
whether there was a real inquirv’ or not. 

Then, Sir, there is the other incident in the Presidency Jail, whic 
took place only on Friday last. As most meinbetH have seen in tli 
papers, some of the under-trial political prisonei's were again give 
8U<'h a severe he.ating that several of them could not attend the (H)ui 
to stand their trial. I saw* it stated in the papers that the attack o 
the under-trial political prisoners in the l*residency Jail was made not b 
the .fail authorities alone, hut also by p(jlirernen who were heade 
by the great (Commissioner of Police himself. And when th 
('omiuisHumer of Police was called in. he came in khaki to administ« 
lathi blows to Satindra Nath Sen and other prisoners. This is the soi 
of treatment that under-trial fwlitical prisrmers are now receiving i 
jails, and this is the time when the Hon’ble Meralier ccmies up to th 
Council saying, after refusing to make a |>ersonal inquiry, “give m 
moie money, give me more funds — give me 10 lakhs—for the l>enefi 
of the iKilitical prisoners.’* 

Sir, then there is the other incident which temk place at the beginnini 
of August in the Midnainne Central Jail. There the sepoys were inritei 
to assault political prisoners. What is the Jails Department cominj 
to? If Peahwari convicts, policomen — white, brown and blmk — am 
also sepoys, are brought into jails to commit assaults upon politica 
prisoners — and what is w^oi'se upon under-trial politica] prisoners — is i 
really necessarj^ for the Council to go on voting money for the Jail 
Department? Why? There is the other demand which will come uj 
next mean the demand for grant for the Polic*e, I/et this demanc 
be mmged into that for the Police. 
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I fjubmit, Sir, that the Hon’ble Member has not brought forward 
any reaeons for the demand that he has made for thia huge sum of 
Ks. 10,43,000. I am aware th&t I am not proposing that the grant 
should be refused in toto, but that I am only bringing forward a token 
cut in order to bring to the notice of the Council the assaults on !he 
political prisoners. 

Then, there is the other part of the question, viz., the hunger-strikes 
that have necessarily followed upon these assaults. Well, as I say, if 
you l)egiu to assault prisoners, send them to hospitals, and force them 
into hunger-strikes, it is not more money that will be wanted but less, 
as the expenses incurred on their feeding will be saved. And if that 
is the reason why these assaults have been committed, I submit that 
there (‘an be absolutely no justification for these demands for increased 
grants for the Jails Department. 

Then, there is the question of classification in jails. We heard in 
March last that the new rules for the classifi(‘ation of prisoner8-~ 

especially of political prisoners — I do not remember the exact words 

wcmld be published very shortly. Well, we are five months ahead of 
Man‘h, and we have heard nothing alwut them. We have been told 
that (Wine of the political prisoners who belong to very respectable 
families — people coming from the same stratum of society, even coming 
from the same stock— have been (dassified differently. This is one of 
the results of not publishing your rules and not sticking to them if you 
have made them at all. 

I submit that the treatment that the political prisoners have had 
in the jails — and more especially the treatment which the under-trial 
ones have received of lat«-~should receive sympathetic consideration 
from members of this Council, and I shall ask them to show their 
disapproval of the actions of Government and also of its failure to take 
any steps so long for the amelioration of the hi of [wlitical prisoners 
by voting for my token cut. 


■5-30 p.m. 


MUNINORA DIB RAI MAHAMI; I beg to more that the 
demand for 10,43,500 under the head “26-Jaila and Convict 
Settlemente be reduced b.r Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the question 
oi j«l*. treatment ot prisoners. apeciaUy 

political prisoners). 


I cannot resist the temptation of congratulating my Hon’ble 
fnend in charge of jaUs, Sir Prorash Thunder Mitter,' and the 
Oovemment for finding out, perhaps unconsciously, an easy solution to 
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out <»f tlie greategt problems that confronted the world to4ay, I mean 
thf problem of unemployment. The trade depression and the slump 
in business have made the bread problem most acute. At this 
psychological moment the Government has most generously converted 
all the jails in Bengal into so many State gue.-^t-houses, known mm-a- 
days in common parlance as “Swaraj Asrams’' for the reception of 
those who cared to accept its hospitality. People irrespective of rank, 
age or sex are vying with each other to become inmates of the asram. 
The prison walls no longer inspire awe. The stnial degradation 
attached to prison life has given place to c heap martyrdom and pi)pular 
applause. Bails which were eagerly sought after were being rejected 
by the prisoners themselves. IVople have Wgun to preder prison than 
payment of fines. These new factors have made the prison problem 
more acute. If this state of things were allowed to continue for an 
indefinite period, Government, however solvent, were destined to 
liecome bankrupt, not to speak of the depleted Bengal Exchequer. 
Preventihle diseases like malaria, kala-azar, cholera and the like which 
were causing havoc in the c'oiintrv, can indefinitely wait for funds; 
sanitiition. educ ation and other nation-hiiilcliiig departments may starve 
for want of funds, hut money must anyhow he found for the maintenanc^e 
of the State guests. If repression goes on as merrily as at present, it 
would he impossible for any (h)vernment to acc'oinmodate them. Wnnt 
of sound statesmanship in the Government is partly responsible for 
this deplorable state of things. Bepression of political crime may he 
useful tc» a c*ertain extent, hut excc*ssive reprc'ssion almost inevitably 
react.s unfavourably upon the existing order of things and helps to 
create an iiUolerahle situation in which temporary disorder bec'omes 
preferable to order. The inevitable result would Ih' sudden explosion 
to overthrow the repressive forces which is not at all desirable in the 
present state of the country. 

Sir, let me now pa.ss on to the management of jails, treatment of 
prisoners, espe<*ially political prisoners. Inspite <»f the best intentions 
of the Ifon’ble Memher-in-charge, the screw seemed to be loose 
somewhere in the management of the jails. Else there would not have 
been so many hunger-strikes in the different jails in Bengal. Rough 
handling of respected leaders in the Alipore Jail, the non -admission of 
their relations after the assault, the denial of their medical examination 
soon after the occurrence by any non-official doctor, this sort of “ hush, 
hush “ policy indicated that something was wrong within the prison 
walls. From this the people naturally concluded that if such things 
were possible in the metropolis, uglier things were not improbable in 
the far off mufassal jails. Of course, discipline in jails was essential, 
but jail officials so long accustomed to be associated with ordinary 
convicts should remember that they have now got to deal with different 
daaa of jnisoners — some of them highly educated and cultured holding 
good position in society. If they were looked down upon like ordinary 
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felons, it would be a colossal blunder and troubles were inevitable. 
Tactless acts in the enforcement of discipline should be avoided as far 
as practicable. 

Artificial iiniformity cannot be the best form of discipline. Acts 
like “ sirkar ko selam ** and “ Ilian akey liamara j?or dabao referred 
to in the last budfret speech by Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hasliemy, 
which debased the human soul, should not be tolerated for a moment. 

Tha Hon*bii Sir FR0VA8H CHUNDER MIfTER: May I ask for 

some information throuffh you, Sir? Can my hon’ble friend take 
responsibility for the statement that warders ask prisoners to do that 
sort of work “ Ilian akey hainara j?or dabao ”? If he can prive me 
any specific instance, I shall certainly cause a very careful inquiry to 
be made and take drastic* action. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Yes, it was referred to by a 
member of this Council here durinp* the last budjret debate, to which 
no obje< tion was taken 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Have you made sure that that statement was 
correct ? 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: But certainly the statement 
sirkar ko selam ” was to the point. 

Tht Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Then I think 
he should withdraw that statement “ Hian akey hainara jror dabao.” 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: It was referred to in the 
speech of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. However, yl have no 
objection to withdraw it. 

Discipline may be an essential feature of prison life but these were 
no better than the abuse of the term ‘‘ discipline A normal social 
life for the prisoners and the development of their personality should 
be the ideal of prison administration. Unsocial or anti-social life in 
prison cannot help to make one a useful member of society after 
release. Attention should lie paid to develop educational and recTea- 
tioual facilities in prison. The jail libraries were more or less of a 
primitive type. 

Tbt Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: On a point of 
order, Sir, I am not asking for any grant almut jail libraries or jail 
education. Bo the remark of luy friend is not relevant. 

Mr. PRBSIOiNT: Hie remarks have been of a very general 
<dMuracter, and 1 often felt tempted to draw bis attentLon to tbe tezmm 



DEMAJfDS FOR GRANTS. 


n 


W lumself had given for moving this motion. If he would keep hi» 
ejres on those reasons, I think he would he able to confine his remarks 
within the proper limits. 

IIUNINDIIA D6B RAI MAHA8AI* That was only a suggestion 
that I made. Political prisoners may be a burden on the provincial 
Exchequer, but I do not understand why other prisoners should l»e a 
burden on the State. If the mills, after paying adequate wage to 
labour, can declare handsome dividends, I do not know why factories 
in the jails should not be educational as well as financially profitable, 
not only to maintain the pri.soners but to bear at least a fair share of 
the cost of jail administration. 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H OHUNDER MITTER: On a point of 
order. Sir. Here, again, the member is travelling beyond his reasons. 

Mft PRESIDENT: I think he finds it difficult to come out of his 
set speecli. lie wants to leave it but it does not want to leave liim. 
(Laughter. ) 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIl My point is that the jail 
factories should he managed in such a way that they would be able to 
bear a fair share of the cost of jail administration. Prison 
administration should be conducted and organised in such a way as to 
furnish the prisoners an industrial training which will help in making 
tliem useful and productive members fd society after they leave prison. 
With these remarks, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Bibu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 beg to move that the dt maud 
for Rs. 10,43,500 under the head **2*5. — Jails and Lonvict Settlements" 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the treatment of 
political prisoners ) . 

During the last several months India has been t(»ssed up 
considerably, outwardly on account of the civil disobedience movement, 
but inwardly on account of a great national movement — a movement 
not known before in the history of this eountry. The remedy for 
putting a stop to this great movement, as prescribe<l hy our rulers, 
has been to rush on the arrest of persons and putting them in jails. 
It is not for me to support or condemn this civil diMobediem*e 
movement, as I am foo insigiiificaut a person to pronounce an opinion 
on the merits or demerits of that creed. What I would like to pcnnt 
out to Government is the treatment of political prisoners in our jails. 
Apart from the treuimeni these prisoners are rer*eiving from the hands 
of the polic*e immediately after their arrest, what treatment do they 
I'eoeive when they are permanently lofiged in jails. Such treatment 
have probably come to the knowledge of us all, hut they are totally 
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ignored by the authoritiee. Persons holding high stations in life, 
whether for leading a prohibited procession or reading a prohibited 
literature, are treated in common with assasins, cut-throats and 
dacoits. When there was a report in the press last April about the 
treatment of Mr. J. M. Sen Oupta, the Mayor of Calcutta, and of 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose a great public feeling was roused. What 
was the attitude of Oovemment — beginning from the Members of the 
Executive Council down to the warders of the jails It was a feeling 
of absolute apathy. Was any public or independent in<]uiry vouched 
or promised or madeP We have heard with much regret the answer 
of the Hon’ble Member regarding the holding of the inquiry. The 
iron rule would not relax in any way liccause the prestige of the British 
Ooverninent would be seriously impaired. Recently, we have heard 
much of the classification of prisoners, but I think these classifications 
do not go much towards the alleviation of the hardships of these 
prisoners, for on the slightest breach of any jail rule one prisoner may 
be degraded from A class to B class or from B class to C class. There 
18 no appeal, there is no redress. The visitors of jails meeting either 
qiinrterl.v, or visiting once a month have not much scope for work. 
Mori'over, these visitors are very few and most of them are officials 
and keen on preserving the strict observance of these jail rules and the 
prestige of the jail authorities. I would impress on Government in this 
connection the appointment of a larger number of non-oflScial gentlemen 
with larger powers of dealing with complaints made by these political 
prisoners. I would also ask that corporal punishments should under 
no circumstances be inflicted on any class of politii al prisoners. Sir 
regarding the diets doled out, there are always complaints and these 
hunger-strikes are resorted to. What is the attitude taken bv the jail 
authorities when complaints are made about bad diet® It is an 
attitude of callous indifference and we see prisoners carrv'ing on 
hunger-strike from a few days to a week and from one week to two 
weeks and from two weeks to the final end of the drama and to their 
miseries. e all know that home comforts are not expected when a 
man is in jail, but we must. I think, make a distinction between an 
ordinar.v convict and a person convicted of a political offence. I think 
It should alwa.ye be conceded that the principal object of putting a 

» political crime is to restrain the activities 
of that individual There ought to be an end of these hunger-strikes. 

we not appeal for more tact and a little more sympathy on the part 
of the authorities in dealing with these hunger-strikes or shaU we act 
with the spirit that because people want to go to jail they must have 
tne wowt of it, . 


Str, we Imow that money is necessary if we want better and larger 
•OTO^iidation and better diet for these political prisoners, but will 
not the Ooveroment vouchsafe that the wishes of the members of tWs 
Council and of the general public will be carried out. 
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SYAIIAPIIOSAO MOOKERJECs I move that the demand for 

Bit 10,43,600 under the head “25.—JaiU and Convict Settlement® 
be leduced by Re. 1 (in order to raise a discussion on the jail 
administration during the last four months). 

Sir, in moving this motion, I desire to associate myself 
wholeheartedly with what has been said by the previous speakers 
regarding the treatment of political prisoners in jails. I think I am 
expressing the general sentiment of the educated conimuuify of Bengal 
when I say that the reported acts of violence, torture and cruelty 
perpetrated by the authorities concerned upon political prisoners in 
jails, taken along with other manifestations of brute force outside the 
prison walla, have rudely shaken their confidence in the Government 
as constituted in this province to-day. Or, shall T go a step further 
and say that such reports and occurrences have resulted in a (omplete 
loss of confidence in British administration in India. The present 
leasion of the Legislative Council will, I hope, give us opportunities 
)f dis( ussing on the floor of this House some of the horrid and 
lisgraceful details of the mad and self-destruct ive policy of repression 
aursued by Government during the last few months. 

Sir, the administration of jails is supposed to be in cdjarge of the 
Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter, and people outside Bengal who have come to 
enow of some of the incidents which have happened in the jails in 
Bengal, iiave wondered how an Indian member of Government could 
lave allowed the initiation and continuam^e of such a policy in a 
lepnrtinent which was known to be directly under his control. But 
hose who have known the Hon ’hie Member, even including those who 
ire apt to take a rather generous view of the qualities with which 
mtiiie has endowed him, will not venture to accuse him of firmness 
►r independence. Like the proverbial Raja in a jutra performance, 
jertaiu .state functions are no doubt assigncHl to him but in vital matters, 
he real responsibility is not his. lie is only the channel through 
rhich we hear His Master’s Voice. It has often been said, and that 
rith great force, that Hon’ble Members so situated rather deserve our 
lity than our censure. 

Coming, to the incidents themselves I wish, Sir, it was possible 
or me to place before you certain of the most recent happenings in 
he Presidency Jail in which one of the noblest of souls, Sri jut 
latindra Nath Sen, figures as the chief victim. As the matter is now 
inder judicial inquiry, I refrain from going into the details hut we 
hall watch how Government propose to investigate into the serious 
Begat ions made in that connection. 

Sir, as it is not permissible for me to refer to the detailed acts of 
ioleneo in connection with the present debate, I propose only to 
efer to the nature of some of these assaults. There have been cases 
rhere a respectable ex-editor of a journal has been forced to work in 



76 


J)FMAXI)S FOK GRAXTS. 


[lilH ap«.. 


t/ie dbohi-khaDa, where educated young men hare been put to the 
oii'inill for weeks and months, where a sergeant rudely choked the 

throat of a prisoner, a jamadar sat on his breast while two other 

pressed his thighs in order to force him to wear jail kits. There have 
been cases, Sir, where prisoners have been assaulted simply because 
they cried Bande-Mataram.** Xight after night several groups 
were handcuffed and even punished with penal diet for that reason. 
Tliere have been cases, Sir, wliere prisoners have been made to walk 

naked for bOO yards and then kept locked in punishment cells 

thereafter, only because they refused to wear jail kits, as their casea 
for classification were still pending before Government. Sir, I do> 
not know if the Ilon’ble Member, who sometime ago was extremely 
anxious to know the names of the particular persons so assaulted,, 
would also like me to furnish him with details. 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; If my friend 
could personally vouch for the incident, then I think he would be 
fjuite in order, subject to your ruling, Sir. to mention it to the House. 
But if be cannot personally vouch for it, he is always at liberty to 
write to me or to the Secretary and T may assure him and the House 
that the fullest irujuiry will be made in the matter. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: The Hon’ble Sir Provash 
Chunder Mitter knows that it is not always possible to have personal 
knowledge of these incidents. The reports have reached us from 
tin impeachable sources and it is for the Hoirhle Member to institute 
an inquiry into the allegations. 

Then, again, persons sentenced to simple imprisonment are allowed 
to wear their own private clothing and several such political prisoners 
were ruthles.sly assaulted as they refused to take off their Gandhi caps. 
Some of them as a protest went on hunger-strike and were then 
released after a week. Will the Hon^hle Member be pleased to 
inquire why it is that tlie medical officer is always anxious to show 
a low* figure in the Hospital admission list as also in the convalescent 
gnngy Is it a fact that patients are ruthle>«ly discharged from the 
hospital before they are able even to walk or work in any way? 

Sir, I do not want to multiply instances. Neither is there time 
for me to make a detailed reference to the quality of diet supplied 
poHieularly to the C class prisoners. I hope the Hon'ble Member 
will muster courage and pay a surprise visit to the jail one day and 
satisfy himself whether the food is really fit for human consumption 
at all. Time also does not permit me to refer to the principles which 
underlie classification of political prisoners. It is to be remembered 
that the political prisoners are not persons who have committed 
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hii^iu acts whicli Tiolently oSoid our moral feelings. Call them 
miii^ided, if you like, disapprove of the consequences of their action, 
if choose, but unless you are untrue to yourself, you cannot doubt 
theif sincerity or question their capacity for suffering and their spirit 
of sacrifice. One ideal and one alone has impelled their action and 
that is a fervent seal to free their motherland from foreign domination. 
Tou say they have broken the provisions of your lawless ordinances. 
If they have done so, the remedy open to Government is prosecution, 
conviction and imprisonment. That has been done and done with 
a vengeance. The area of jails is sought to l>e widened and it will 
soon have to be made as wide as the province itself. But whut laws 
God-made or man-made, do empower Government to mercilessly 
persecute and commit violence on the prisoners. Sir, Government will 
say that the pt)licy of repression has been pursued as their very 
existence is at stake. However Imnkrupt Government might have 
proved to be in practical wisdom and jmlitical stale.'inmuship, will it 
lie too mu(di to expect that they are at least aware that no Glovernmeut 
in the past did ever rest permanently on brute force, nor can any 
Government so expect to rest in future. The duty of Government is 
clear. In their own interest they ought to apjwint an independent 
committee to inquire into the serious allegations made against jail 
udministrution. Government are in the poHitiuii of an accused person 
and the farce of the nccu.sed him.self sitting in judgment upon his 
own conduct must lie stopped. We are tired of white-washing 
res(dutions contained in Government communiques, l^et there be an 
independent committee of imjuiry and if that is guaranteed, its verdict, 
whatever it may be, will <‘ominand the confidence of the public at 
large. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs I urn afraid that the 
hon hie memWrs who have been speaking on their amendments — ^I am 
perhaps anticipating Sir Prova.sh (thunder — have been proceeding on 
the basis of a gross miHapprehensioii. The facts which they have stated 
they cannot persoually vouch for and they have no access to those 
secret springs ot information which are ojjen only to the members of 
Government, springs of truth which th© (fovernnient will not share 
Tiith the people and which they will only ladle out to the public in 
half-measures, forgetful that, in the words of Tennyson— 

A lie that is all a lie may In? met and fought with outright, 

But a lie which is half a truth is a harder matter right” 

forgetting that in giving lialf the truth they are giving only a lie. 
There is another respect in w'htch my friends appear to be under a 
misapp^anston. They believe tliat the principles of penology have 
•omething to do with the treatment of political piisoiiers in jail*. I 
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think that is a misapprehension. Penology has nothing to do with it. 
You are not dealing with criminals; yon are not dealing with persons 
whom you want to correct for moral obliquities; you are dealing with 
your enemies. Government thinks it is dealing with enemies. It is 
not a question of penology at all. It is a question of subduing your 
enemy. If that point of view is appreciated by the movers, they will 
not complain of maltreatment of prisoners in jails. Sir, the way in 
which I would took at this campaign of Government is that Government 
is carrying out a vast experiment in communism; and as a student of 
sociology, deeply interested in all experiments of communism, I am 
wabdiing that experiment with interest. These people, who have not 
con^iuitted any crimes against the laws of God, what does the putting 
of all these people in jail mean? It means that you take them out 
of the inequalities r)f outside society and place them in perfect equality 
with the ordinary prisoners in jail. That, 1 think, is communism, 
I do not know whether the Government is aware that if they go on 
with this experiment, it will grow^ to enormous proportions such as 
they cannot forsee yet. It will not mean putting of a few hundreds 
or thousands or tens of thousands but putting the whole nation in 
jail. Sir, there can be no doubt that the area of activitie.s of my 
hon’hle friend will go on increasing so long as this policy continues. 
They have only got the front lines now , then there is a second line 
and a third line and then there will l>e men springing out from the 
bushes and all of them will have to l>e put in jail. Sir Provash has 
therefore come forward with an inadequate demand. For it will not 
do t<> build any number of jails, it will not do to increase the number 
of w^arders and superintendents of jails, but he would have to go 
out to the w'orld to look-out for a new' Siberia w’here he (*an dump in 
these people if he wants to deal with them. 

6 p.m. 

The mistake of the wiiole thing lies in thinking that by putting 
a numWr of people, however large, in the jai^ you can extinguish 
the movemeuiu It is not a movement which is confined to a few 
pec'ple ; it is a movement where for the time being active membem 
are comparatively few, hut it is a movement actuated and inspired 
by feelings which lie deep in the soul of every true bom Indian. 
Therefore as you go on you will find new enemies springing up and 
as you make further steps you will come on fresh contingents of persona 
whom you never expw'ted but who will have to be taken into account 
and >*ou will go on like this till the whole nation is put into the jail, 

Ufa 4* 0AliFMIIiL4F0IIEC8TCIl8 May I Mk, Sir, if the speaker 

is advocating mob law? 
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MARKSH GHAIiDIIA SEN CUFTAt It must be very 
^^ying to Sir Provash Chunder Mitter that all these statementa 
hite been made by hon'ble friends on information for which they 
eiuinot personally vouch ; they probably may not know the whole truth 
which is known only to Sir Provash Chunder Mitter. It may be 
annoying to him that all this sort of half truths and untmths should 
be disseminated through this Council but here I must say that for 
this Sir Provash Chunder Mitter has to thank himself. Members of 
this Council— a large number of them— gave him every opportunity 
to clear himself with the Council and with the public. As soon as 
the first story alxiut the maltreatment of political prisoners in jail was 
circulated in the papers several members approached him with a 
request to have an open and public inquiry into the matter and Sir 
Provash Chunder Mitter has now explained why that inquiry could 
not be held. Well, there were grave administrative reasons; such 
an inquiry wcmld practically amount to a censure on the persons who 
were in charge of the jail and who were responsible for the jail ; they 
must l)e protected at any cost; they must not be interfered with at 
any cost and ergo, the public must not know. In a manner information 
which nioiie would have satisfied the public as to what was happening 
behind (he prison gates was denied to them and that be(‘au8e certain 
public officials would have their acts under the lime light of public 
criticism. That may be a very sound policy and that may he a policy 
which is peifec’tly consistent with the dictum of the Hon’ble Member 
which was laid down in this Council to-day that the Government 
is responsible for the jails and we are mere interlopers. That is a 
perfectly rea.sonahle attitude to take up hut at the same time Sir 
Provash Chunder Mitter who has made his bed must lie on it. He had 
an opportunity of clearing himself by a public inquiry. Possibly 
that inquiry would have shown that the prisoners themselves were in 
the wrong and the people who made that inquiry might possibly have 
earned the confidence of the people and might have absolutely dissipated 
the false allegations made in the press, and, thus the truth would have 
come out. But Sir Pn.vash Chunder and the Government have denied 
us the opportunity of making this investigation and 8ir Provash 
^undep Mitter has dented himself the opportunity of clearing himself 
Wore the public. Judgment has gone by default and at this late 
hour, with this demand before the Council Sir Provash may cry himself 
hoariM), professing absolute innocence, professing GodV own truth hut 
he d^ not know human nature if he expects that his voice will be 
anything hut a voice cr> tug in the wilderness. People will not believe 
that there is nothing wrong in the treatment of political prisoners, 
for the Government has stolidly been opposed to any arrangement for 
independent inquiry into the matter. That being so no amount 
of explanation and apology for what really hippened, no amount of 
pleading in the name of God's truth will satisfy the members of th» 
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public; it may or may not satisfy the members of the House, but I 
trust that the members will not assent to this demand on the part 
of the Hon’ble Member when he has so outragreously flouted the public 
demand for an open inquiry and thus denied the public the opportunity 
of getting at the truth. It is a common principle of courts of law 
that a party who is guilty of contempt of court is not heard. Sir 
Provash has, I submit, been guilty of contempt to this House and 1 
am sure the same principle will apply to him. It is for you, Sir, to 
allow him to speak but it is for us to hear and I am sure Sir Piuvash 
will fail to get a hearing from us on this account. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: It seems to me that a number of 
false issues have crept into the course of discussion on this motion. 
My friend, Dr. Sen Gupta, has made an impassioned appeal to the 
(h)uncil, practically^ ashing us to approve of the civil disol>erlience 
movement and the consequences arising from that movement. I submit 
for the consideration of the House 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN OUPTAs On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I never suggested anything like that. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: My friend certainly never used the 
word “civil disobedience movement’ but if I heard him aright, bis 
speech referred to the movement and the consequences arising out 
of it. One thing that seems quite clear to me is this: that laws have 
been deliberately broken, and 1 think T am right in saying that some 
of our countrymen, peihaps with the best of motives, have broken 
laws with the delilM?rate object of courting imprisonment. Sir, the 
fact remains that those who make provision for prisoners in jails do 
so for normal times. The movement itself is of an ubnonnal character 
and we find that thousands and thousands of our countrymen are 
delil)erately courting imprisonment. Unless provision is made for 
meeting this emergency I do not see how we can expect that our 
countrymen who ate sentenced to terms of imprisoment should be 
conveniently lodged in jails. Some of the gentlemen who have been 
in prison h%ve complained to me after their return from jail of the 

dearth of accommodation in jails. It seems to me that it is rather 

incongruous on the one hand to complain of the treatment meted out 
to prisonei*s in jails and at the same time to refuse Government the 
money to proviile for proper accommodation and for their comforts, I 
think. Sir, the issue is distinct and clear. Government want this 
money to meet this emergency and I think that without discussing 

any other issue and without sitting in judgment either on a Member 

of Government or on those who are responsible for the movement, 
we should vote for the money in view of the ex:traordinary situntioil 
that has arisen. ''' 
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iai B*******^ *^V***'* ®*** I beg j-our permiHion to 

8S]r « few words about the motion of the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder 
Mitter. 

This is a motion which I think cannot and should not lie opposeil. 
The motion is a happy and tamely one and Government is in the 
position of a peshkar in respect of this motion. A peshkar, who is a 
friend of both the sides, cannot lose a case, so Government in respect 
of this motion can never be a loser in either result* Now let us 
consider what will be the pitibable effect and result of this motion. 
The motion runs thus : ‘‘Owinj? to an abnormal increase in the niiml»er 
of persons committed to custotly in jails and to the application of new 
rules for the classification and treatment of undeMrial and convi(‘ted 
prisoners, the budget provision during? the current financial year under 
the head ‘25.— Jails and convict settlements' is likely to be exceeded 
under almost all the sub-heads." It cannot be denied that there is an 
abnormal increase in the number of persons committed to custody in 
jails and so lonjf us it cannot be controlled by us either by inducinff 
the people not to increase or by inducing Government not to let it 
increase, the incTease is likely to continue and that by bhadruloks. 
Therefore there must be a better pnivision for bed and food. If we 
do not caiTy the motion Government do not suffer. There will l>e a 
strong excuse for Government and that will be at the cost of our 
brethren who are in jail. I therefore hope and trust that the hon’ble 
members will support this motion. 

In conclusion I beg only to suggest, as has been suggested by my 
previous speakers, that many of the statements that have been made 
in the Council should be considered as lieside the point. The only 
thing that we have to consider is that there is an abnormal incrtfuse 
and that that increase is likely to continue so long as we cannot 
induce our brethren not to increase and Government also do not like 
to stop it. When there is this increase there must l>e additional 
expenditure. Government for our sake and for our convenience are 
suggesting through their spokemen how our brethren will be Iwstter 
fed and clothed with the money asked for and I therefore suggest we 
ihould not grudge this money. It is said that this money, if sanctioned, 
win be spent in administering the department. We should not 
complain about that and should leave the amount with the Hon’ble 
Member to be used at his discretion. 

BMni dATINDRA NATH SAtUs I am afraid the two members 
who laet spoke have not put the matter roirectly before the House. 
They have dissociated two departments of Ooverument — the department 
which prosecutes and the department which makes arrangements for 
those that are sent to prison. After all it is one and the same Goremment 
that do both the acts. 

a 
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Tht Hofilito Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, 1 did not 
like to intervene, but I think the debate is really getting irrelevant. 
The demand that 1 am asking the House to puss is for a certain amount 
of money for certain specific purposes. If we enter into a roving 
discussion as legards general policy, political and otherwise, the debate 
will become irrelevant. Of course, a passing reference to general 
questions may he relevant, but what I would draw your attention to 
is this : that if too much stress is laid on political questions 
generally, then, Sir, the debate will be lengthened and will be 
irrelevant. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. True it is that the House at 
present is not concerned with what policy the Government is pursuing, 
why the Government is sending people to jail, or why people are 
coming forward to throw themselves into jail, and that it is only 
concerned with the management of jails, but the Chair must feel that 
it is veiy difficult for a speaker to chalk out before him so narrow a 
patli us the ITon’ble Member wishes him to do. 

TN HOfl’tle Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: On a point of 
personal explanation, Sir. I never drew your attention to this matter 
till this moment, as I know it is for you to see that the debate does 
not take an irrelevant turn. It is only after some of the speakers have 
spoken that I have drawn your attention to the matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Member need not be anxious; I 
shall not allow any speaker to drift far tew wide, but 1 shall not stifle 
discussion. 

Baku dATINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, I have listened to your 
instructions and I shall try my best to confine iny remarks to the 
points in issue. It is admitted that the people who are now going to 
jail, and for whose l>enefit additional accommodation and additional 
establishment ore required, are not ordinar>’ criminals. The>* are — 
the Hon’ble Member himself has used the expression — political 
prisoners. 

Tilt Honlila Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have not. 

BiIni dATINDRA NATH BASU: On more than one occasion I 
have heard you using that expression. 

Th. Honllto ar PROVASH CHUNDSR MITTER: jon point 

<iiit the paaeogesP 
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I^JATmORA NATH lASU: The «p„rt of the p.;oc«di»gh 

^ We find that persona who joined in a p.m-esaion have Wen sent 
to prison for a certain number of months. This is not ,K,ssible in anv 
oAer country. Take the case of London, for instance. You will find 
there i^ple going in procession to Hyde 1‘ark or Trufalgai- Square 
and indulging m the most i«volutionar>^ kind of talk. Nobody minds 
them and nobody asks Parliament to enlarge the prison accommodation 
for accommodating these persons. That is a maUer of weekly 
occurrence there. But here things are managed differently. Things 
which ought not to waste the time of the officers, who have more 
useful work to do, engage the time and attention of (Government here. 
I wonder why all these people are kept in jail so long. I am Udd, 
though I cannot vouch for what I am saying hut the Ilon’ble Member 
can make an enquiry alwut it, that a large number of prisoners who 
are thieves and other kinds of ordinary criminals and who are real 
breakers of the law, are being released for the purpose of accommodating 
these persons, whom 1, if not the Bon’lde Memlwr. call piditical 
prisonei-s. Why cannot the pcditical prisoners Im? released in that wayK 
Some of them are mere striplings who go Wfore the gates of schools 
and colleges asking the students not to go there, or who go in front 
of cloth-shops and ask people not to buy foreign cloth. What are 
things coming to? We seem to lie going back to liarbaiism. That is 
the outstanding feature of the (Government of the present day. Are 
we living in a civili.sed country, under a civilised (Government? One 
sometimes rubs his eyes in wonder as if men have forgotten what 
their fellow-men are and how to deal with them. I trust the IIon’l»le 
Member will give instructions to his officers to see whether a large 
proportion of these men cannot he let off. The present state of affairs 
cannot he pleasing either to the (Government or to the people. These 
are (he (Hmsiderutions which I think should actuate the Hon'ble 
Member in administering the .lail Department. 


The HMi*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, although 
I have listened to many heated expressions, although I have had 
enough of personal abuse levelled at me, I regret to say that T 
have heard very few relevant facts. What is the issue before the 
House f I am asking for a specific sum of money for a specific purpose, 
every detail of which has been mentioned in the papers which have 
been circulated to the members of this House. I have not heard 
anything as to why a token cut of Re. 1 should be made either with 
regard to the manner in which this grant for which I am asking 
should be spent or with regard to the future policy. T admit, Sir, 
that strictly speaking it may be relevant to say. “You have acted in 
•Qch and each a way in the past ; you may act in a similar way in the 
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future/* aud if I understood you aright, Sir, that is or was your ruling, 
and I shall try to reply on that basis, prefacing by observations with 
the remark t^t, strictiy speaking, this is not very relevant to the 
matter under discussion. 

In the first place, let me observe, without any offence, without 
emulating the language and spirit of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 
a gentleman who certainly ought to have known better, in levelling 
personal abuse against me, without emulating the youthful enthusiasm 
of Mr. iShyamaprosad Mookerjee, the son of a revered friend of mine, 
that the relevant question liefore the House is not whether Provash 
Chunder Hitter is a coward or a man of no strength of character, but 
whether the jails require proper administration : the relevant point is 
that if you have 15 to 18 thousand prisoners in your jails — and many 
of them men of the worst character — would you allow, would it be 
consistent with discipline to allow, these so-called political prisoners 
to do whatever they liked wdth these men — the ordinary convicts — (cries 
of “Hear, hear,” from Kuix>pean members), much against their will 
and without knowledge of the consequence of their actions — ^actions 
which might lead to shooting and to taking of human lives. I say this 
Wause this has been the campaign of many of these so-called political 
prisoners, who careful of their own skin have tried to cause mutiny 
among the ordinary prisoners? They were found with the ordinary 
prisoners 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: On u point of order, Sir. Are 
all these things necessary in discussing this matter — the motives of 
political prisoners? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. It is too late in the day to complain. You and 
speakers who followed you have chalked out a very wide path before 
the Hon’bie Member. (Laughter.) I will not be more lenient to him 
than I was to you. Any how, I am not for a lifeless debate. 

TIM Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Some of the 

hon*ble members of this House have referred to the incidents of the 
Presidency Jail, they have also referred to newspaper reports in another 
oonue<'tion. It was also openly asserted in certain newspapers that 
prisoners went to the roof of the jail and threw missiles to passers-by 
outside, and there was no contradiction. If anything published in 
certain newspapers is to be accepted as gospel truth, then why should 
you not take notice of this aisof I shall not refer to details, because 
the matter will soon come before a court of law. One particular 
prisoner, who caHa himself a political prisoner, actually bmraiiguied a 
crowd of SOS to 400 ordinmry prisoners, who have be^ swstenoed to 
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hm *««• of impruonment. When the Snperinteniient mnt then 
irid asked the MvcaUed political prisoner— tJte patriot who has gone 
Eiare for the sake of the country — he not only refused—— 


Mr, NARENORA KUMAR BASUt I am afraid, Sir, I must again 
rise to a point of order. How can the Hon’ble Member refer to a 
matter which is sulhjudicef 


Tht Hon’bla ilr PROVASH OHUNDER MITTCR: I am not jroing 
to refer to that portion which is sulhjvdice, I know how inconvenient 
it is for friend to hear truth. Now’, Sir, if this in the p<wition, 
what is the poor Superintendent to doJ* If he pi'OHecuten the offender, 
my friends will say: What n heartless conduct of the Superintendent 
to prosecute a patriot.'^ If he forcibly makes him carry out his orders 
— I suppose some physical force is necessary — however prentle, however 
minimum the physical force may he, the next morning there will be a 
tremendous howl in the press. I submit, Sir, ulthoufrh I do not see 
eye to eye with my friends, (hat if I jfo to jail for n cause, I will not 
whine and howl and cn* and say : ‘'Oh ! give me a little better treatment; 
show me mercy.’' That is acting? like a coward. 

voK’K: You have not that courage). I admit I have not got 
that courage, but why should those who pretend to have that ci»urage 
w’hine and cry for mercy. (Cries of “Hear, hear,” from Kura|)ean 
memberH). Let them not do so. We in Ooveinnient are bound by 
<‘ertain rules. You cann<»t administer 15,(HKt pnsoners — now they are 
several tlmusaiids more in the pr<»vince of Bengal alone ; I do not 
know the total number for the whole of India — I take if it must 
lie more than a lakh — at the sweet will either of the 
Superintendent or of the Sei^etaiy- or of the cowardly Pj-ovash Chunder 
Hitter. There must be rules and those rules must be specifically 
enforced. 

It may be a very unpleasant duty. I do not for a moment say that 
administering jails is a pleasant duty on iny part, or on the part of 
anybody, but should it be our ideal to do pleasant and popular duties 
only and shirk unpleasant and unpopular duties. 

As regards assaults, I claim that in casiHi in which matters were 
specifically brought to the notice of Government we inquired but we 
were satisfied that these incidents were started bjf those who were anxious 
to wreck jail discipline, and I would ask those hon^ble members 
who have not taken sides to approach it from the point of view of a 
jury^'inaD. Is it or is it not likely that men who are willing to suffer 
j ei l for a “cause** will not follow the same course of action imude the 
Jail as thby did outside, via. , to give as much trouble to the admiaistra* 
tkm as poisiblef If this is likelji the ouus wUl those i, 
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Dr. NAREIH CHANDRA CCN GUPTA: On a point of order. 
Sir. Does my friend speak from his personal knowledgreP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That 1*8 not a point of order. 

Tht Hon’bto Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have not 
aaaerted any fact and so no question of persohal knowledge, arises. 
However let that pass. It ha» been pointed out that if Government 
will not hold any inquiry how can the public possibly know what is 
going on in the jails. Surely it must be known to the members of this 
House that there are such things as jail visitors. It ought to be known 
to the members of this House that many members of thia House are 
ex-officio jail visitors. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, my learned friend ought 
to know that non-official jail visitors are not allowed to see political 
prisoners. 

TN Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: My friend has 
forgotten by constont repetition that most of these prisoners are not 
political prisoners, but even for political prisoners there are jail visitors. 
There are jail visitors for all prisoners, and these visitors did visit the 
Alipore Central Jail. But quite apart from anything else, I will take 
my stand on the report of Dr, B. C. Roy, and I will ask the members 
who spoke so eloquently to remember what was published in Calcutta 
on the 21st and 22nd April, namely, that Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta was dead 
and that Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose was in a moribund condition. Even 
educated men as soon. as they saw the printed leaflet, they became 
agitated and the public besieged the jail and actually believed that 
Mr. Sen Gupta was dead and Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose was dying. 
As a matter of fact, on information then available to me, I was satisfied 
that it was the brains of certain people who dkl certain thi^Ugs at 
Chittagong two or three days before that who are responsible for the 
spread of this false news for propaganda purposes of their own. I had 
the information that these men at Chittagong were responsible for the 
spread of this false information. It was not possible for me at that stage 
to share this knowledge even with my political friends, nay not even 
with my brother, llon’ble members should realise that the sphere of 
administration and the sphere of legislation must be kept separate. 
It will not be possible lor Government, even when we have full respon- 
sible Government, to take every member of the legislature into 
confidence, far less to take the general public into confidence. There 
were a number of other facts which I had before me confidentially, and 
which 1 could not even breathe to anybody outside the Government. 
The ultimate responsibility was mine, not of Frovash Chunder Hitter 
alone, but of Government. The responsibility was mine as a .Member 
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of ike much abused and much criticised iustitutioiif the bureaucracy* 
I perfectly satisfied and those colleagues of mine of the bureau- 
cru^y^ whom I consulted, were also satisfied that it was the result of a 
misehieTOUB propaganda. On this knowledge and other confidential 
information before us — information which we could not spare with the 
public we had to take responsibility and act. Then again Dr. II. C. 
Roy issued a report along with Colonel Denham AVhite which went to 
show that none of the prisoners were seriously assaulted. Surely Dr. 
B. C. Roy is not extra friendly to the Government. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Is it not a fact that Dr. 
B. C. Roy was not allowed to see all the political prisoners? 

TN Hun’llla 8ir PR0VA8H OHUNDER MITTER: lie was 

allowed to see the worst rases, five of them, and he was allowed to see 
Mr. Sen Gupta and Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. It is perfectly true that 
neither he nor anybody is allowed to have a sort of roving commission 
inside the jail. Therefore, it is puerile to sugge.st, it was unworthy of 
the responsible gentlemen, that the incident was as bad as was asserted. 
I always said and I repeat that if any member after iiM|uiry is prima 
facie satisfied about something which ought not to take place in the 
jails, he has only to write to the Jails Department, and I promise an 
inquiry. Promising inquiry does not mean in jail administration that 
the whole 46 millions of people in Bengal would be taken into confidence. 
It does not mean even the action taken will be what the person making 
the refjuest will like Government to take. Even when we have full 
responsible Government, it is an elementary principle in administration 
that your ministers will not share the resiMinsibility of the administration 
with the legislature. I may be wrong, but that is what my limited 
knowledge tells me about the correi^t position about the line of demarca- 
tion between administrative and legislative functions. 

About hunger-strikes, I may just mention this that it is true that a 
number of prisoners did go on hunger-strike, because they said “unless 
you transfer me to division 1, 1 will commit hunger-strike.“ They were 
told “there are the rules governing the jails: give us materials and 
we will consider your cases. “ But their reply was “even if I have 
materials, I won’t give them : I claim division 1 as a political prisoner. 

I say that the Jail Code does not know of any such expression as 
“political prisoner.” Therefore, when they commit hunger-strike, they 
have only to please themselves, we cannot help it. But I am glad to 
aay that barring one or two cases, no one trommitted hunger-strike for a 
ooasiderable time. Excepting these one or two cases there were cases of 
hunger-strike lasting from 3 to 7 days. So far as I remember there were 
Tory iew«tases of prolonged bunger-stnke. On the one band, we aw 
willing to examine each case on its own merits. On the other band, if 
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w« comply with all their requests snch as *‘do this or I will commit 
hunirer-strike/’ there will be an end of jail discipline and administra- 
tion. They arranged for two hunger-strikes, one in the Presidency 
Jail and the other in the Central Jail amongst ordinary prisoners. I 
would like my hon’ble friends to realise that if the next step of the 
ordinary prisoners at the instance of the political prisoners were to shy 
things at the warders or to refuse to go to the workshop, then how were 
things to be managed. At some point physical force has to be applied, 
and if physical force has to be applied, would it not be better to inquire 
who started breaches of jail discipline? If anybody started breach of 
jail discipline, it would be the duty of the Superintendent to enforce 
discipline by having recourse to physical force. May I inquire who 
started the civil disobedience movement? Government had not started 
it. If those who started it were prepared to go to the full length I 
could understand. If they started lawlessness, it does not lie in their 
mouth to imiuire whether the physical action which others are forced 
to take is allowed under the Jail Code or under other laws. 

Something has been said as to why we did not appoint a committee on 
the prima facie case, on the admission of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose 
himself that he insisted on certain Sikh prisoners being brought back 
it is clear he would not accept the orders of the Superintendent and 
insisted on things being done in his own way. On the report of Dr. B. C. 
Boy and Colonel Denham White we found that no prima facie case was 
made out, and we found it absolutely unnecessary to appoint a committee, 
simply because u certain section of tlm public got excited over the 
irresponsible and false reports of some newspapers. 

Sir, I do not desire to enter into any detail of the other points 
mentioned. They are so many and so general and therefore so difficult 
to reply, but before I sit down I would remind the members that if you 
reduce the demand by Re. 1, jail administration would not be hampered 
in any way. The result of the reduction would be that if more money 
were needed His Excellency will authorise the mere essentials of the 
administration under section 72D of the Government of India Act, and 
there would b# only one class of prisoners, and in that event the respon- 
sibility for the sufferings of these prisoners would be solely on my 
friends to the right. 

I have no doubt of that. 1 have no delusions or illusions about the 
matter, but let me tell them once more that if you cut this grant; in 
consequence of section 72B, to which I have more than once drawn 
your pointed attention, it will not be constitutional to incur expenditure 
of anything more than the minimum. Sir; I do hope that, at any rale, 
those members of this House who will apply their miud to the realities, 
namely, whether tbs expenditure is necessary or not, will vote With 
Xilovemment, and if they do so, 1 havt little doubt of the result. 
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The !oUo#uig motioiis were then put and lost:-— 

h **That the demand for Be. 10,43,500 under the head *25.— Jatlt and 
OtfnTict Settlements* be reduced by Re. 1 (to call attention to the tteai* 
ment of political prisoners and under-trial persons in jail).** 

‘*That the demand for Rs. 10,43,500 under the head ‘25. — Jails and 
Convict Settlements* be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the 
question of policy, management of jails, treatment of prisoners, specially 
political prisoners).** 

“That the demand for Rs. 10,43,500 under the head ‘25. — Jails and 
Convict Settlements’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the 
treatment of political prisoners).** 

The motion that the demand for Rs. 10.43,500 under the head “25.— 
Jails and Convict Settlements’* be reduced by Re. 1 (in order to raise 
a discussion on the jail administration during the last four months) was 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


All, Maulvi HasMii. 
aaiitii, Maulvi Syad Majid. 
Banarji, Mr. e. 
iastt, Babu daiindra Natb. 

Batu, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Baaa, Mr. S. M. 

Cbaudbury, Maulvi Nurul Abtar. 
Chawdbury, Maulvi Abdul Bbani. 
Oult, Rai Bahadur Or. Harldhan. 
Haaua, Kati emdadul. 

Maili, Mr. B. 

Maaliarjat, Mr. Syamapraaad. 


AYES. 

Mubbafwdbaya, Rai Sabib Sarat Obandra. 
Nat, Babu Suli Ul. 

Raibat, Mr, braaaniia Otb. 

Rai Mabaaai, Muaindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Kbatiar Mabaa. 

Raut, Babu Haaani. 

Ray, Babu Haribanaa. 

Ray, Babu Saiyandra Natb. 

Ray, Mr. tbanti Sbabbaraaurar. 

•amad. Maulvi Abdua. 

San Bubta, Or, Naraab Obandra. 

Siraar, Or. Sir Nilratan. 


NOEt. 


Babab, Maulvi fbaib Rabim. 

Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. Sarat Obandra. 

Baair Uddin, Maulvi Mabammad. 

Blandy, Mr. e. N. 

Bum, Mr. H. N. 

Obaudburi, Kban Babadur Maulvi 
Alimuaianian. 

Obaudburi, Kban Babadur Maulvi Haiiur 

Rabman. 

Obaudburi, Maulvi Syad Oaman Haidar. 
O btMd bury, Naji Badi Abniad. 

Blarb, Mr. I. A. 

O aban, Mr. 0. d. 

Oddpar, Mr. 0. B. 

Mala, Mr. 0. R. 

Maa, Rai Babadur Kaniini Kumar. 

MaMb Shr. A. d. 

■amau, Mr. B. A. 

Buaufli, Maulvi Nur Rabman Kban. 
BaruBui, tba Naa*Md Kbaa Babadur 

K. B. SI. 

Bdrrdaiii, Mr. d. B amp bi H . 

MubBii H , Bbl Bu bu iur Buail Kunmr. 
MBunwvf, tba W dii « bla Albudi Sir 
ibdatbarim. 


Qaanba, Rai Babadur Badridaa. 

Bardan, Mr. A. O. 

Buba, Mr. R. N. 

Bumar, Mr. 0. W. 

NaBB, Mr. B. R. 

Naubynt, Mr. W. S. 

HuMln, Nawab Muabarruf, Kban Babadur. 
Mamain, Maulvi Mubammad. 
hub, Kban Sabib Maulvi BaMul. 

HUB, Mr. A. K. Raxi ul. 

Nuaaaia, Maulvi LatafiL 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kbau, Kbau Sabib Maulvi Muamm AH* 
Kbuu, Maulvi TauHtuddln. 

Kbuu, Mr. Rufuur Rubmuu. 

Laird, Mr. B. B. 

Luba, Mr. N. R. 

SbMT, tba Ndu’Md Mr. A* 

MaOtuabla, Mr. B. T. 

Mittra, Babu furui O bun d ra . 

Mittar, tba Nau'bla Sir Rravaab Ob u u da r . 
Mubburji, Rai Rabadur tatiab Obandra. 
MuHiab, Mr. Stabania BMMMy* 

RaB» ilsvsidad B. A. 

Rattmuddia, tba Maa^M Mr. KbMia. 
miata, Mr. d. W. 
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Htrtm, Mr. N. «t. 

OriMI, Mr. 4 , i. 

PlAiMtl, Mr. L. •. 

Pmitim, tiM HMi'Mt Mr. W. 0. R. 
RslMtni, Mr. A. 

RaAmsfi, Mr. A. P. 
nmnmtm, Mr. A. P, M. AMiir* 

Rayt tiM Kumar 

•RtfcfMrttwsr. 

Rty, Mr. Riity PraaiM tinffc. 

R«y, Mr. tallMwar Singii. 

R*y, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

•aatfatulialif Mauivi Muhammad, 
•ahaiia, Rahu tatya Kinhar. 


•«iiar« Sir dadmuitli. 

•arliar, Rai tafilfe RaMi Mdiwa. 
* aan, Rai taiiib AhOMy Kmmmr, 
imith, Mr. R. 


thib 


•tairtataa, Mr. H. E. 
•tatn, Lt.M. H. B. 
ttavana, Mr. N. $• E. 
•mirawardy, Mr. M. t. 


•umaar^ Mr. C. R. 
Thompaan, Mr. W. H.* 
Travara, Mr. W. L. 
Twynam, Mr. H. d. 


The Ayes being §4 and the Noes 74 the motion was lost. 

<< inotion that a sum of Rs. 10,43,500 be granted under the head 
20. 'Tails and Convict Settlements** to meet essential items of 
expenditure during the current financial year was then put and agreed 
to. 


AdlourfimMit. 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 12th 
August 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



0f tlM liiiiil Ugisl«Uv« Oomioll im i i iti t t d iinitr Hit 
imvisiofit of tilt Covtrtimtiit of Indlt Aol. 

Thk CocNciL met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Oalcnitn, on Tuesday, Ihe ISth August, 19‘‘10, at 3 p.m. 

PrtMfit: 

Mr. Pi-esident (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Maxmatiia Nath Ray 
CHA unirrRr, kt., of Santo-ih^, in the Chair, the four IToirble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 109 
nominated and elected members. 


Sttrrtd QiMtliOfii 

(to whioh oral antortri itirt gfvtnX 
Mtdieal txamlnttlon of apfMioofits for motor drivoro* lioonott. 

M6. Moiilvi 8YED MAfllD BAKtHi (a) Will the Hon’blo 

Memlw in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what 
are the rules relating to the medical examination of persons who apply 
for licence for motor driverships? 

(h) Is it a fact that they are required to l>e examined by medical 
practitioners in Government sendee only? 

(c) What were the rules before the promulgation of the new 
rules ? 

id) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
any changes in the rules? 

MEMBER in diargo of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*tilo 

Mr. W. D« R. Prontioo): (*i) Applicants for professional drivers' 
licences only are re^iuired to undergo medical examination. The 
relevant rules are rule 23 (/) of the Calcutta and Howrah Motor 
Vehif les Rules, ID-IO, and rule 15 i7) of the Mufassal Motor Vehiclei 
Rules. 

ih) In Calcutta and Howrah applicants may be examined hy any 
one of a panel of ten medical practitioner*, only two of whom are 
Government servants. 

la JaJpaignrt district applicants may be examined by any one of a 
paael o# thirteen medical practitioners, none of whom are Government 
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Elsewhere applicants are required to be examined by an Asaiatani 
Surgeon or Sub^AMistani Surgeon, bat Gbyvemment may appoint in 
any area a panel of doctors fcnr this purpose. 

(c) The rule regarding Calcutta and Howrah has been in force 
since 1921 and the rule regarding the mufaseal since 1927. PreTious 
to these dates no medical examination was required. 

(d) No. 

Mauivi 8YE0 MAdID BAK8H: Will the Hon^le Member be 
pleaned to state why there are different rules in Calcutta and in 
muiassal districts P 

Tfie Hofl’ble Mr« W. D« R« PRENTICE: In Jalpaiguri there are 
a large number of cars and there are also a number of planters' 
doctors scattered over a large area. Communications are very difficult; 
and in order to meet the convenience of drivers, we have created a panel 
of medical practitioners to any member of which applications for 
licences (an be made. 

Mauivi 8YED MAdlD BAK8H: Is there any standard fixed as to 
the qualifications of the medical practitioners? 

Tht Hon*bls Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The normal standard is 
that of an assistant surgeon or sub-assistant surgeon, 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Government awaie that 
even I, M. S. offic’ers are available in the districts for the examination 
of drivers? 

Tbf Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not aware of it. 

Mauivi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon^le Member be 
pleased to appoint such a panel for the examination of motor drivers? 

Tha HalPMt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If an application to that 
effwt is made to the District Officer of a particular district, I shall be 
prepared to consider the question after getting a report from the 
District Officer. 


P ra p o ai d Nabinfcriahna Mitra Mamorial Pmui. 

*17. Mr. i. M. BDiEl (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department aware that the late Babu Nobinlrnahna 
ICitra, of Joynagar, in the district of the 24«Paiganas, made over ^ 
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|iil cent. G. P. notes of the nominal Talne of Bs. 50,000 to the 
Cillecior of the 24-Parganas, endorsed in his faToor, for the creaticm 
of a charitable endowment fund to be known a» the **Nobinkrishna 
liGte Memorial Fund/* with the object of distributing the income 
ffom the endowment to deserving blind persons residing within the 
jurisdiction of the Joynagar, Mathurapur and Magrahat thauas}’ 
fjh) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hun'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, are being taken in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in oiiarge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Honnuio 
Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(6) Corresixmdence is proceeding with the Commissioner of the 
Presidency Division regarding the terms under which Government can 
accept the Trust. 


Admiiaion of Muslim studants into ths Chittagong Madioal 
School. 

MS. Haji BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURYl (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Ix>cal Self-Government Depurtmeiit be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many students have been admitted into the Chittagong 
Medical Scho<il during the current year; and 
(it) how many of them are Muslims? 

(b) Have the Muslim students l)een selected according to the per* 
centage of the Muslim [Kipulation of the division? If so, at what per 
cent. ? 

MINISTER in oharga of LOCAL SELP-COVERNMENT DEPART* 
MINT (tho HonTiio Kumar thib thakharitwar Ray)s (a) (t) Fifty-five. 

(m) Thirteen. 

(6) No. But it might be stated that all eligible Muhammadan 
candidates who finally turned up for admission were admitted. 

Kban Babadiir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEi Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the rules by which the eligibility 
of candidatef are determined? 

Tho Nofi%lo Komar SHIB SNEKHARilWAR RAYl They am 
long rules and cannot be statod off-hand. I require notice. 
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Khan taMur MaiHvi AZIIUL MAQUE: Will the Hon^a 
Minister be pleaeed to state how many Muhammadans applied lor 
admission into the College? 

Tha MonHila Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I require 

notice. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Honble Minister 
aware that when a question is put by a member it requires more 
definite reply? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question. I cannot allow it. 


Members of Saleotion Conunittee for the Chittagong Medical School* 

MS. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to slate — 

(i) when and with how many memWrs the Chittagong Medical 

School Selection Committee has been formed ; 

(ii) what are the nume.s of the members; and 
(lit) how long will the meml)er8 hold their offices? 

The Hon’bIc Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (t) 

The Selection Committee fcr the Chittagong Meffical School was formed 
under Government order No. t)4-T.Medl., dated the 1st May, 1930, 
with 10 members, 

(it) The names of the members are given below; — 

(1) Dr. Rai Junnendra Nath Chatarji Bahadur, President (Civil 

Surgeon and Superintendent). 

(2) Dr. Dliarani Mohan Chanda, Secretary (teacher). 

(3) Dr. Jogendra Nath Basu (teacher). 

(4) Mauivi Jalnluddiu Ahmad. 

(5) Mauivi Abdul Gofran. 

(6) Mauivi Aahrafuddin Ahmad Chaudhury. 

(7) Mauivi Nur Ahmed. 

(8) Dr. Beni Madhab Das. 

(9) Bai EaioeiSi Kumar Das Bahadur, m.b.s. 

(10) Babu Dmech Chandra Mutauddi. 
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*(^V} The members will bold office for tbe session 1930-31. 

Mairtvi 8YCO MAJID BAK8H: Will tbe Honble Minister be 
pleftsed to state what is tbe principle underlying: the selection ^ 

TN Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With a view 
to secure repre>entation of Chittagong district and other parts of the 
Chittagong Division. 

Mauivi TAMiZUODIN KHAN: Will the lUmhle Minister be 
pleased to state whether Nos. (4), (5), (6) and were selected by 
virtue of their office. 

The Hantiie Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: No. 


ApfKNfitiiNmt af mamliari to tha BaiaotloA Committaa for tho 
Chittagong MoBloal 8^iool. 

*20. Hadji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon hlo 

Mini«»ter in charge (»f the liocal SelMloveriuiient Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many members Have been appointed to the Selection 
Committee of the Chittagong Medical School: 

(it) how many of them are ex-officio and non-officinl ; 

(ill) on what principle those members have Wn appointed; and 
(ir) how long the members will continue in their office? 

(6) Is there any non-official Muslim member in the cximmitteeP 
If not, why not? 

(c) Is there any opportunity at present to take non-official Muslim 
members into the committee? 

Tha Hoffbla Kumar 8HIB 8H1KHAREBWAR RAY: (a) (i) 

and (it) The member is referred to the re^ly given to his foregoing 
starred question. 

(Hi) The member is referred to the reply I have already given. 

(ttr) Tbe member is r^erred to tbe reply given to his foregoing 
starred question. 

(b) Yes, there are four non-official Muhammadan members on tbe 
Committee. 

(e) 1% is not proposed to add to tbe Mttbammadan repiwntatioii 
on tbe Oomiiiittee which has for all practical purposes finished its 
labours for tbe present session. 
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«21. iiiMl SATYENOIIA KUMAH DAtl (a) WOl tli^ j^ble 
liiniftter in charge of the Local Self-GoTernment De|MuftBii^9i^ be 
l^ieased to «tate when the expected allotment of rupe^ four laBis and 
|i half as recommended by the Provincial Road Board will be available 
for the Dacca-Narayanganj RoadP 

(hy Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what amount of 
the said grant will be available for the municipal portion of the said 
road? 


The Hoffi'bie Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) The 

Government of India have sanctioned a grant of Rs. 1,00,000 
from the Central Road Fund towards the reconstruction of the Dacca- 
Narayanganj Road and strengthening of bridges. Expenditure will 
begin when detailed estimates have been prepared iind approved. 

(fe) This will l)e examined in the detailed estimates. 

Rni Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the work should be by the local 
board or through the agency of the Public Works Department ? 

Tha Hon’hla Kumar BHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: That will 
depend on the decision which the Government arrives at after consulta- 
tion with the Provincial Road Board. 


Oulvart at tha lunation of doaaoro Rood and Dharmapur Roadl 

•tS. BNte PROFULLA KUMAR CUHAl {a) Is the Hon*ble 
Kinister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware— 

(i) that there is a broken culvert at the junction of Jesaore Road 
and Dharmapur Road in the district of JesSofm oonstructed 
by the Chairman, Bongaon locnl board, in 1887 ; 

(tt) that the poor villagers, headed by Mr. H. N. Banerjee, 
appealed to the Chairman, district board, Jemcnre, on 19th 
August, 1929, and ISih November, 1929, to the Chairman, 
local board, Bongaon, and to tito DisOrici M]agf%larato» 
Jessore, through the Subdivisionai Officer, Bongaon, on the 
August, 1929, bui to no effect; 

(tit) that a Potion was made by Mr. H. N« Banerjee and others 
« to Urn Seerelaiy, Local SeH-Goverament I%artment, on 
the 29th Decembw, 1929; , 



(iv) 4lia4 a reply was received Aasistant Seorelary of 

Local Sells^Jovemmeni Dep^|S>nt by bis No. 1896, doled 
tbe 22iid January^ 19«30, forwardings tb© said petitio|i, to‘‘ 
Ibe Oammissioner, Presidency Division ; 

1 (t?K Uiat tbe poor villagers received a reply from tbe local bodies 
tbat4be said culvert is not in tbe schedule of roads, tKus 
making the culvert res nuUius? ^ * 

(^} Jf answers to (n), (i), (ii), (ift), (iV) and (r) are in tbe^ 
affirmatfve, will the Hon’ble Miniwster be please<l to say whether be ia 
considering tbe desirability of pressing the local bodies to repair the 
©aid culvert without any further delay to save the sufferings of tbe 
poor villagers? 

The Hofi'bla Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAYt (a) (i)^ 
^fi) and (e) (lovernment have no information. 

(ill) and. (tr) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(h) Government do not propose to interfere with the discretion of 
the district board in a purely local matter like this. 


Govarniiianl ofTloart in Oaiautta. 

•28. Kiii EMDADUL HOQUE. (o) Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department he pleased to lay on the table a 
list of Government servants (office by office) as on Ist July, 1930, belong- 
ing to gasetted, suWdinaie and ministerial services drawing a roantl^lv 
©alary Its. 150 and over in the Secretariat offices, offices of 
departments and other subordinate offices in Calcutta? 

(h) Will the Hon ’hie Member be pleased to state the sanies ot 
(thoee^^ 

(») who are under the Civil Service Regulations and Have com- 
pleted 28 years of service and are between 50 and 55 years 
of age; 

{n) who are under the Fundamental Rules and have completed 
30 years of service, and are between 50 and 55 years of a|^ ; 
and 

(m) iwba have either attained or art over 55 years of age and have 
bten graaled extensions of terneef 
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^ ^ill to lay,* atcpglfet'M «i» 

^I«»|!kp«!ii9.i> t^Bti to%l|^|ri rallmi to i%(fe>«^ ^ 

| moo^y salary they are drawing at |irese||| and 

^ „ minimum lvalue of their respectire posts; and " 

which of them, if any, are drawing personaf pay and whivt ia 
the present yearly additional cost to (}oTO|nin«DLt on this* 
account for each such officer? 

\df Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whither * 
WakMe jDepartment was consulted and their concurrence wm obtained 
fefhe matter of extension of sen-ice of each of those who are in receipt 
if jj^^^nal pay? ^ 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, what were the ^ounda 
bf ^public importance justifying the additional expenditure? 


f M.tiMfeR in Oharga of FtNANCt DiPARTMENT (the Han'bla 

lira Aa IIait): (a) to (c) The information asked for is not available 
and could not be obtained without a laborious inquiry which Govem- 
xpent regret they are not prepared to undertahe. 


ICaii EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased^ 
to state whether a member of this Council is entitled to reply even 
though the information asked for is not available and could not be- 
. obtained without a laborious inquiry? 

PR ESI DENT I I am afraid I cannot allow that question. 


M MlNEila tiM oAloe of tta LigMitiv* DtfMiilMnt from 
thM «f th* LigifMivt Eotinoll. 

, ' Wl. Kiti EMdAbUL HOQUEt (a) Will the aon'Un SonW V< 
ekkig* of the t«gi»IatiTe Department be pleased to statp wlMaor BAgT' 
committee has been formed to consider the separation (question of thlh ' 
Department and I^egislative Council office? ^ 

^'(B) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether Awl^resi**^ 
deniwas consulted before the formation of such committee? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reaaons^ 

AetWor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether 

President and any of the movers of the tepiuation reSolbtxbiM 
iiixniinbefenf the committee? ^ ^ ^ 

(a) If frill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to sta^ why they: 
IS ttt«inb»|i ef thf said comaiittfrf 
committii? 



if my, liiM 'm^itmhy Oitefj 

Ok) Has tl» W]^l.ien submitted to the\on’i6 Iw^ 

qiiuonf* 4 ^. ' .? ■ .""W .JPr -1 

^Haa tK^ PiMiiient been asked to express any opiai<p .te,tfee 

im>piial8 for the cowderation of the members? 

■ .k ^ 

(i) Are the Government considering the desirability of recooanm* 
iagftlw committee in consultation with the Hon'ble Pr^dentP 

^ . f - 

MEMBIR in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMINT Hlfi 
Hofi*ble Sir Provtsh Chunder Mitter): (a) Yes. 

(h) f*h.e President was not officially consulted. 

(r) The appointment of the committee was due to the uhdertalfiiirj"^^ 
of the Member in charge of the liegislative Department, when rcfilyw 7 
ing to a resolution on the subject of separation of the Council 
to convene a committee representative of the Council to inquire inlC , 
the matter. The responsibility for giving effect to the promise ilui 
made rested upon the Member himself. 

{d) Sto. The resolution was moved by Srijut Nagendra NaUi BUl 
who waa bo longer a member of the Council when the committee 
formed. 

(e) See the answer to (d)» It was considered more appropriate itkaf 
the Hon’ble President should not be exposed to possible embarraa^lliNill^ 
by being invited to sene on the committee and that his views Ac ttltl 
be separatel}" obtained. 

(/) The following are the members of the committee; — 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter, kt., c.i.k. (Chairman)^ 

(2) Mr. A. Rabeem, c.i.e. 

JBhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur* 

(4) Mr. W. L. Travers, r.i.p.., o.n.E. 

(5) Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar, kt., c.i.e. 

(6) ^ Bahu Jatindra Nath Basil. 

J7) Mr. B. C. Chatter jee. 

(B) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Axisul Haque. 

(9) Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur. 

'!•' "'i 

{jtS and (A) Tbe committee ba* not flnitbed iU lalwiM aad 1^*’ 
mbmitted no'tqwiili, 

(») Not V- IW i W bar w r^alrad to Om aaaww ff titWirti 

<;•) No. * 
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Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: With reference to reply (6), 
will the Hon’bU Member be pleased to state whether the President 
wa 3 consulted as a private subject of His Majesty? (Laughtor.) 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have nothing 
to add to Jiiy answer. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Honble Member 
be pleased t(» state how many othei such private citizens have been 
consulted in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have nothing 
to say to a question of that kind. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’hle Member cannot ciitici>e the 
question or the ([ucstioiier. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Ilon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whethei it would have been better to leave it to the 
Hoirble President to decide whether he would be exposed to possible 
emburrasHment by being invited to serve on the committee? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
tp odd to my answer. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is tlie lion ble Member 
aware that bv his deliberate omission of the Ilon’ble the President 
from the committee he ha^ flouted the House itself? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cai»not allow that question as you 
have used the woid “deliberate." If you omit the word the question 
is in order. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: I will omit the word. WiU 
the Hon’ble Member W pleased to state whether the omission of the 
Hon’ble the President from the committee constitutes a flouting of 
the House itself? 

The Hoii*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No. 

Mr. SHANTl SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to take note of the general feeling of the House that the 
Hon’ble President should be a member of the committee? 
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Kari EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleated 
to state how was the President eousulted and what weie his suggestions, 
if anyP 

Tha Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
to add to ii»y answer. 


Mauivi 8YEO MAJID BAK8H: I want til know for how many 
times the Hon’ble Member i*i entitled to repeat the aanie reply P 
(Laughter.) 

Kali EMDADUL HOQUE: Is the Hon’ble Member awaii* that the 
President is vitally interested in the matter?' 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (Vitaiuly. 


Kali EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’lde MemlH*i he pleased 
to state whether he is aware that Mr. A. 1*. Kahman, whose rescdution 
was moved hy Srijut Xagendra Xath S*‘ii, i*' imt a member of tho 
committee y 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I may stata 

that an im.'inx maile and it was as4»*itimied that it would m»t 1>« 

convenient for him to ^el•^e on the eommittee. I sa\ thin from 
memory and f'ubjef t to correition. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA : With lefeiema* to aiiKWef 

will the Ilon'hb' Member be |»lea«'4'd to '■tati’ whelhej- tlie Ilon'lllla 
Piesident w .iH otiu lall v coli^ultiMl ‘r 

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 haxe nothing 

to add to rny answer. (Laughter.) 

*25. Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERilEE: iu) Will the Hon’hle 
Member in cliaig^e of the Legislative Department he pleased to state 
whether a committee consisting ot some memheis of the Hengal Legis- 
lative (’oumil, with him-elf as its ('haiiman. has been formed to cfin- 
sider tlie advihability of cieating^ a Council Depaitmenf, ijiiile indejien- 
dent of tbe I/egislati\e Depaitmeiit? 

(/;) If the answ er to (f/> i> in the aftirmutive, will the Hon 'hie 
Member be pleased to state w hat is the ( ompo.sition <if the i fimmitteep 
tc) Why was not the (^ouncil given an opportunity of .selecting its 
repreijentativeh on the committee? 

(fi) Was the selection made in consultation with the Hon 'hie Presi- 
dent of the Council? If not, w’hy not? 

(e) Is tbe Secretai V of the I.regislative Department a iiM^niher of th« 
committee or does he attend the meetings? 
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m 

(f) What work has the committee done up till nowP ^ 

i{j) When is the committee expected to finish its labours ai^ 
published its report? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the report 
will be placed before the Council for discussion? 

(i) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
committee has invited or proposes to invite the Hon’ble President of 
the Council for an expression of his opinion on the matter? 

The Hon'ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a), (h) and 

(d) The member is referred to the answers to the previous questions 
asked by Kazi Emdadul Hoque. 

(c) The Council did not make any such sugffestion. The committae 
was formed by followin^r the normal procedure in such cases as sel dUt 
in the answer to clause (r) of the question by Eazi Emdadul Hoque. 

(f) No. The Secretary attends the meeting's as Secretarj^ of the 
Legislative Department. 

(/) The c(miinittee has held one meeting* at which preliminary 
issues were discussed. 

(//) In the near future. 

(h) The report will l)e made available to members of the Council 
in due course. 

0) This mutter has been considered by the committee and steps 
will be taken to vsecure the fullest opportunity for an expression of the 
President’s views. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: With reference to i^ply (/O, 
W'ill the llc'ii’ble Member be pleased to htate whether Government 
pro|K)-ies to place the report before the House for discussion? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I cannot 

definitely say at this stajje, but very probably, yes. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: With reference to reply (t), 
will the Hor.’ble Menil>er be pleased to state whether the ofiicial views 
of the President have now* been obtained? 

llli Hon’bfe 8lr PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
io add to my answer. (Laughter.) 

K|Ul EMDADUL HOQUE t With reference to reply (t), will tlM 
^Hon'ble Member He fdeaeed to state whether it is not a fact that the 
President expressed unwilliaffaess to serre in the committee? 
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Hm Hon*ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERt Not that I 

aware of. 

Mavivi ABUL KASEMs Sir, the question iti) wa« to the effect 
whether the President was consulted or nut, and if not, why not. But 
the answer ^ven is no answer at all. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Ton cannot arprne. If yon have any supple- 
snentarj’ question to put, you may put it. 

MlUUti ABUU KASEMs The original question wu» 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I should 1 ike to iiiiptess on you that I cannot 
:fBow an argument on the p<unt ytm have raised. You can put a 
JiipplemeDtarv’ question, if you so desire, for the purpi>se of further 
elucidating the matter. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: I want to know why the President was not 
<?onjmlted. 


TtM Hon'bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; I have nothing 
further to add to my answer. (Laughtei.) 


Peripatetic diepeffiaariae in the 24*Pargaiiti. 

*2$. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MITTRA: (a) Will the Uon’lde 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-tiovernment Department he 
pleased to sfjite whether thei-e is any existing arrangement for 
peripatetic di.spensaries to visit the district of *J4-Parganas during out- 
breaks of epidemics of cholera and small-pox H 

(/;) Jf the answer to (a) is in the uffirroative, will the Iloirhle 
Minister l>e pleased to state how many such dispengariea were in work in 
4he 24-Parganas during the year 1929-tU)P 

Tha Hoffbla Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) Peri- 
patetic epidemic doctors are appointed during outbreak of cholera who 
move about fmm place to plar e with necessary medicines and disinfec- 
tants and the medical officers in charge of the permanent dispensaries 
and kala-azar centres also treat cholera cases whenever required. 
Eegardiag small-pox preventive measures are taken by Asaiitant 
Health Officers, the Sanitary Inspectors, Health Assistants and Sub- 
Intpuctors of Vaccination. 

(6) Temporar>': Epidemic doctors — 9; Doctors in chargu ul piP* 
maneot diaptnsanee^37 ; Doctoiu in charge oi kala-asar centrai m4$. 
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Simon Commission Recommendations and Landholders’ interest. 

* 27 . Rala Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of 
Nashipur: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in (barge of the Appoint- 
ment Depiirtment be pleaned to ntate whether his attention has been 
drawn to the following resolutions which were passed by the Conference- 
of Landholders held in Calcutta on the 13th July, 1930: — ' 

(i) Reserving its comments on various other recommendations on 
the Simoii Commission for a future occasion this Conference^ 
views with great dissatisfaction the suggestions put forth 
])y the Simon (^unmission to the effect that the special 
protections furnished by the (lovernment of India Act to 
the landholders of India by (reating for them an electorate 
of their own as a s|)ecial measure of representation to the- 
legislative councils, may be withdrawn. 

(//) That in the opinion of this Conference it was highly injudicious- 
for the Simon Commission to have come to so far-reaching 
a conclusion on the basis of results accidentally ac^hieved by 
certain landowners who sto<Kl for election to various legis- 
latures in India from general constituencies, l>eing eligible 
for election by such const ituern-ic's for jH»ssessing necessary 
(jualitications other than th(»se which entitled them to seek 
ele<tion'i irom electorates cconjxised ot their own class. 

(///) That this Conference holds tiiat a landow'iier returned by a. 
general constituency is likely to lose his ideiitity as a unit 
of the distinct cla.ss to which he belongs in order to embrace 
the ]w»licy ot that g(‘neral constitiH'm \ a?id the landholder 
who ma\ be nominatixl, it ne(‘d be, in tin* (‘vent of the- 
(i«»vernor exercising his discretionary |K)W'er jiro|x>sed to be^ 
given to liim in connection therewith under anangement 
recommendiMl by tin* Commission will not 1 m* a representative 
of the distinct class to which he belongs in the same 
sense as a representative duly elected by them. 

(iv) That this (Conference seriously disapproves ot the attitude of 
the Simon ('oinmission towards the formation (^f upper 
houses in all the proviin'es of India after the British or 
('olonial nuMlels as a safeguanl against all sweeping changes? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Meralx^r lie pleased to state what action, if 
any, is lieing taken on those resolutions y 

(r) Have the Government of Bengal in their review’ of the Simon 
Commission recommendations sup|x>rted or opposed the formation of 
an upper house and special landholders* electorates for Bengal? 
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(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for the support or opfxisition as the case may heY 

MiMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Uia 
Hon’hle Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) (i) to (ir) Xo such resolution* 
have been communicated to Government. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(r) The Local (ioveniment are not at this stape at liberty to dis- 
close their conclusions on a review of the Hejwirt of the Statutory 
Commission. 

{(i) IX>e8 not arise. 


Number of persons convicted in connection with the civil disobedienoo 

movement 

*28. Rais Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashi* 
pur: AVill the Hon'hle Member in diarife of the INditical Deimrtment 
l>e pleaseil to state — 

the nunilMM' of ixosoii-. coMNict^nl foi |)o)iti<*al off(*i»ees in Heligal 
since the 1st April, Hhft); an<i 
(n) the number of |)ersons arrested and under tiial^ 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): {>) Die jituuber of pei-'ons n'poited to have 
been eornif ted in loiineciion witli tlie ( ivil disobedieme movement U]> to 
the end of July is l.dOd. 

ill) Jhe infoimatitm is not available. 


Assessment within the Feni union boerd, Noakhali. 

*29. Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: toi Will the Tl nrble 
Minister in ebar^i'e of the Local Self-Government I)e|>artment be pleased 
to stata separately what amounts the Government, the Tripura Estate, 
Law Estate and As.sam-Benjral Kailway Company are payinjr as union 
rate under sections d7(rt) and (h) of the Village Self-Governmeiil Act in 
the Feni union of (he Noakhali district ? 

(6) What amounts they paid annually before the intnulmtiim of 
the Village Self-Govei nnient Act when it was a union commit (re under 
the laK ul Self-Government Act 

(c) (7) Is it a fact that (here were conservancy and street li^hting^ 
arrangements in the town of Feni during the time of the union 
committee*' 
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(2) I« it a fact that street lighting arrangement had to be stopped 
since the introduction of the Village Self-Govenitnent Act in this Uiiwnf 

(J) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this is due to reduction of 
revenue owing to the bar provided by section 38 of the Villagb Self- 
Ooveinment Act and rule No. 4 of the rules framed by Oorernment 
under section 101 of the said Act? 

(d) What is the number of holdings in occupation of the Govern- 
ment, the Assam-Bengal Railway Company, the Tripura Estate, the 
Eeni College, the Law Estate, within the same union? 

(e) Is it a fact that Mr. Swan and Mr. Cook, the then Commis- 
uioners of the Chittagong Division, visited the office of the said union 
board ? 

(/) If so, what are their remarks on the al)ove points? 

if/) Are the Government aware that the wealthier persons in occu- 
jNition of several holdings in the union are enjoying greater benefit 
at less costs, and at the exj)ense of the poorer section, on account of 
the said bar of imjxjsing maximum tax and the poor persons had to 
jKiy comparatively much higher rate? 

(h) Will not the Government consider the desirability of adding a 
provision to the said section of the Village Self-Government Act to 
the effect that where there are conservancy airangements this bar will 
not apply or of adding a provision similar to that provided in section 
118(' of the Local Self-Government Act and thus make an amendment 
of Village Self-Government Act as recommended by the said Commis- 
oiouers ? 

The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAYl (a) Rs. 84. 


{h) Ooveniment lia. 5:i,S; Triimra E(»late Rs. ITO; Law Raj Estate 
Es. 120. 

(<■) (/) Yes. 


(21 Ye.s. 


(•1) \e8; this appears to be due to the limitation placed on local 
rates by the ViRage J^elf-Government Act. 

(d) Number of Government holdings ... 

... 20 

Number of Assam-Bengal Railway holdings 

... 25 

NumWr of Tripura Estate holdings ... 

... 14 

Number of Law Raj Estate holdings 

... 12 

Number of Feni College holdings ... 

... 6 


<e) Yes. 

</) Extracts are placed on the table. 
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(f) The aaiewnnent made is reported to be fair and eqdtable aa 
betyfen the wealthier^ and poorer claases. The assetameDt on the 
Ooveet^ent, the Aeaam-BengaJ Railway, the Tiipnra Raj Estate, et^,^ 
haa been made in conformity with section ti8 of the Village Selt- 
Oovemment Act and rule 4 of the Rules framed under Government 
notification No. 1998 L.8.-G., dated the drd July, 1920, copies of which 
are placed on the table. 

(A) The suggestion requires examination. 

Extracts referred to in the rejdy to clause (/) of starred question Vo. 29. 

Extract from thk iNscFcrtoN Note of Mr. J. A. L. Swan, Commis- 
sioxER, Chittacio.vc; Division, datfii IOtii Fkiihi ary, 1926. 

I inspected the work of the Feiii union l>oard this moniiug ac<'om- 
paaied by the Subdivisional Officer and the Circle Officer. This union 
board was formerly u union committee under the IxH^nl Self-Ooveni- 
ment Act and the change to a union lM>ard under the Village Self- 
Government Act has not Ix^en in all respects u g»»od one as the IhmiiiI 
is limited to a maximum tax of Ua. 84 on any one assessee under 
section ‘18 (»f the Act. The result is that ftrr all its biddings in IVni, 
Government only pa\‘i Us. 84 a year and (fovernmeiit officei*s living in 
Government buildings escaj»e tax free. This is unoinulous es|M‘ciully as 
the union IhiukI gives latrine service for which these officers pay noth- 
ing. The Ismnl claims that the co.st of thi.s serA-ice alone for Govern- 
ment buildings exceeds the total tux payable by Government. It ii 
equally anomalous that in return for a tax of Us. 84 the school and 
college hostels containing perhaps three hundred inmates should get a 
latrine service. Section 38 of the Act seems to me to require amend- 
ment so as to firovide especially lor the cu>*es of unions containing small 
towns. Feni unfortunately cannot be formed into municipality irs ii 
does not comjdy with the conditions laid down in the Municipal Act, 
le.Hs than TTt per cent, of the people being emj)loyed in iM’cupationa 
other than agrif ulture. 

The result of bringing the union under the Village Self-Government 
Act and thereby redmung its income i» that some of its activities have 
hud to 1 m* abanrhmeil. Formerly it undertook road watering and some 
of the roads were lit. It is now unable to continue those services, 

• • • # • 

ExTRArT FROM THE iNSPETTIOy NwR OF Me. A. W. C<X)K, OFFIf JATIRO 

Comm i.ssiosTER , Chittaoong Divihiox. I).%ted 29tii May, 1924. 

Fnion Board, Feni. 

The great question here is with regard to assessment. This wa# 
formerly ‘a union committee and make into union board when ike 
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Villaf^e Self-Government Act was introduced. The result was that the 
assessment, especially on Government and TippCra Raj buildings, fell 
enormously. Its situation is due to a restricted interpretation of sec- 
tion 87, and rule 4 (notification 1998 L. S.-G. of 3rd July, 1920^ 
regarding ussessment). 

1 am strongly of opinion that the Government rate of Rs. 84 should 
cover only buildings which are used for j)uhlic purposes, i.e., courts, 
thana and such dike. Residences should not be included as the tax is 
clearly to he levied on owners or o<‘cupiers. There is nothing in the 
Act to say when tliis assessment may he made on the occupier. 

The amount raised last year under 37 (6) wa« Rs. 2,549. This did 
not allow of retention of “lighting” and conserv^ancy was restricted. 
The tax collected under union committee was Rs. 3,152. This year 
the distinct hoard has reduced its allotments to Rsi. 700 from Rs. 1,200. 
This difference must he made up or the services will be again reduced. 


SvctKui *'IV of \ ilia !/<■ ■'<>>/ -G o rent men f Act, 1’ of 1919, referred to in 

the repJjf to elause (ry) of starred question Xo. 29. 

\ 

Nature of 38. (1) The rate to h<> imposed by a union hoard under section 37 

awoMment. shall he an assessment according to the cin um.wtances and the property 
W’ithin the union of the persons liable to the same: 

Piovichol that the amount ass<*ssed upon any jxu'son in any one year 
shall not he more than eighty-four rupees. 

(2) .\ny person who, in the ofiinion ot the union hoard, is too poor 
to pay half an anna a immth shall he altogether exem])ted from pay- 
ment of any late undei this Act. 

Utde 1 refened to in the re pi if to (luitse iff) of sforred question 

A'o. 29. 

AsSESSMKXT RI I.KS CrjlMSIlKD WITH NOTIFICATION No. 1998 L. S.-G., 
luTKO 3 ki) .In.Y, 1920. 

• ••••• 

4. The (fovenmient or a hxal autlnuity or a lailway company 
owning or occupying buildings in the union may he assessed in consi- 
deration of the annual value of the total property which the Govern- 
ment or such authority or railway company may possess within the 
union ; 

Provided that the total amount of the rate annually payable by the 
Government or such authority or railway company to the union board 
shall not exceed the maximum of Rs. 84. 



QUESTIONS. 


109 


19m] 


Explanation (1). — The gross annual rent which the property might 
be reasonably expected to fetch shall be deeinwl to be the annual value 
thereof. 

Explanation {' 2 ). — If the piojHuty consi>ts oi land and building and 
the a<‘tual cost of the erection of the building can W ascertained or 
estimated, the annual value of the pn>perty shall in no case l>e deemed 
to exceed an amount which would l>e ecjual to seven and a half per- 
oentum on the cost of the building in addition to a reasonable giound 
rent for the land comprised in the property. 

Note. Kailway companies are not liable to payment of the union 
rate until they are notified as liable under sectimi 135, Indian Kail- 
ways Act, 1890 (IX of 1890). 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Ilon'ble 
Minister be pleased to .state whether this is the first time that his atten- 
tion has been drawn to this subject y 


Tha Hon'bla Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Yen, 

certainly (»f the present Minister. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Am I to understand thot 
there should be no continuity in the [>olicv of the department simply 
because Ministers are ( hanged every now and theny 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Are the (lovernnient prepared to consider 
the suggestion put forward in the (piestion? 

Tha Hon’bla Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It would bo 
considered. 


Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: 1 want to know whether sime tlie 3rd of 
July. 1914, (luvernmcnt in the Local Self-t iovernment Depuiiment has 
made an\ attempt to examine this cpiestiony 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is an insinuation. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN CUPTA: Having regard to the 
answer to question (r) ( 3 ) are the Government considering the question 
of amending the Village Self-Government Act and the rules thereunder, 
or in the alternative, of converting the union committees into 
municipalities P 

Th. Hoii’bl. Kumar tHIB BHEKHABEBWAB BAY: The quee- 

tion will be considered in due course. 
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Khan tafiMkir MmiIyi AZIlUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be plea«ed to state hew long the department will take to 
consider this question? 

The Hofi’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; That 
depends upon the relative importance of this question alon^ with others 
lying in the department. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hoa'ble 

Minister be pleased to state as to how long does he take to consider the 
relative importance of a particular question ? 

The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; Thf 

Minister is a human being and he takes such time as an ordinary human 
being does to judge the relative importance of a question, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE; AVill the Hon^ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the union committee was doing 
certain services to the public until it ceased to be a committee? 

The Hon'bla Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It is open 

to the people of Feni themselves to have it declared to be a 
municipality. 


Unttarrad Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Allegatian of aaeauJto in the Alipore Central Jail on the 22nd April, 

1930. 


25. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(?) if any inquiry has been held into the occurrences in the 
Alipore Central Jail on April 22, 1930, when cowardly 
assaults upon convicts and undertrial prisoners were alleged 
to have been made; 

(w) if so, by whom ; and 
(ut) with what results? 

(h) Who was responsible for the communique issued by the Goverri- 
ment regarding this matter which was published in the Calcutta papen 
of April 24, 1980, which contained the statement proved to be false 
by the joint report of Colonel DeilumKWhitt and Dr. B. 0. Roy issued 
later that Mr. Subhas Bose had not beew rendered UDConssionipf 
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im.) 

(c) Will ike Govesnment be pleased to state if steps will \m taken to 
prevent the dissemination, ol such news throufrh official comniuni<)u^ 
in future? 

MEMBER in chtrgaof POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon'blt Sir Provash Ohundar MItter): (a) The member is referred to 
the reply piven to starred question No. 12 asked by Dr. Naresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta in this session. 

(ff) The statement referred to is doubtless that communique^ pub- 
lished on the 24th April which commences with the words “The 
Superintendent of the Jail reports."* This communique was a c<irre('t 
summary of the most reliable information at that time in the posses- 
sion of (fovernment, namely, the Superintendent’s preliminary report. 
It dt>es not contain any statement that Mr. Subhas Hose hud not l>een 
rendered unconscious by the fall which it describes, nor were Govern- 
ment In a jK)sition to assert what was 8ubse<iuen(Iy state<I before 
Colonel Denham-White and Dr. H. (\ Hoy, namely, that Mr. Hose 
lost r*onsci()Usnes.s for a time. 

(r) Government have in the past and will in the future issue com- 
muniques to allay the excitement of the public when such excitement 
is based on malit iously false rumours. Such communiques have been 
and will continue to he a.^ accurate and full as is compatible with 
prompt publication. 

;iir. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: Will tbe TIon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he found that the Government communique 
based on the preliminary report wns jruilty of Mupprrnsio verai and 
guggestio fuhi and whether steps w’ill be taken for the discussion of 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow that question. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: With reference fo 
answer (h) did tbe Hon’ble Member take any steps to ascertain 
independently of the rep<»rt whether the report was correct? 

Tha Hon'bla Sir PRDVASH CHUNOER MITTER: The matter 
waa fully discussed yesterday. 1 have uoihinir further to a<ld to what 
I have said already. 

Mr. BYAMAPRDSAO MOOKERJEE: On a point of order, Sir: 
Ton ^ve a ruling a little before that a member should not impute 
motives. Kay I draw your attention to answer (c) in which the Hon’ble 
Member bas used the phrase “maliciously false rumours?” Is be in 
ortfler to aii tbe word **maiieioualy?*' 

m. PRiSlOtirr: the answer was printed lonj^ before 
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Number of persons oonvioted for political offences and detained 
under the Bengal Ordinance. 

26. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the lV)litical Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(?) how many persons, male and female, have been convicted for 
political offences in IJengal since April, 1930; 

(it) how many of them are in jail; 

(///) how many persons have l)een bound over under sections 107 
and 108, (’riininal Procedure Code, in respect of such 
offences during the same periofl ; 

(iv) how many of them are in jail in default of security; and 

(?’l how many people have l)een detained under the Bengal 
Ordinance No. I of 1930, and where? 

The Hon’bic Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. (?) The nuniber convicted 
in (rouneedion with the civil disobedience movement up to the end of 
July is 4,303. 

(?V), (til) and (/?’) Government are not in possession of this informa- 
tion . 

(v) One hundred and fifty-eight. Government are not prepared to 
state where they are detained. 


Post of Assistant Surgeon at Cox’s Bazar. 

27. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: in) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state why the post of Assistant Surgeon has been abolished iji the 
Cox’s Bazar subdivision and a Sub- Assistant Surgeon has been posted 
there? 

(h) Is it a fact that within the subdivisional area of 100 miles 
there is only one medical officer? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Surgeon -General of Bengal m- reply to a 
deputation during his last visit held out a hope to post an Assistant 
Surgeon at Cox's Bazar? 

The HoiPMc Kumar SHIB SHEKHAREBWAR RAYS (a) The 

Assistant Surgeon was withdrawn from Cox's Bazar aa from an 
administrative point of view, his retention there was found unneoessiiry. 
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(h) There are. three dispensaries in the Cox’s Baxar subdivision 
besides that at Cox’s Baxar. ^ » 

(c) General Tate reported, after receiving a deputation in Cox’s 
Bazar that loral people wotlld he prepared to suhsi ribe towards the pay 
of ail Assistant Surgeon and he \Yas informed that an .\ssislunl 
Surjreon ran he posted to (\>x’s Bazar if the difference between his pay 
and that of a Sub- Assistant Surjreon is found locally under rule IF (»• 
of the Dispensary Rules. 


Barraokpore Bociety nf Pravantion of Cruelty to Animals. 

28. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: (a) U the IFon’ble 
Member in charjje o} the Poli(e Department aware that a So< iety known 
as Barraokpore Society ot Pie\ention of (’rueltv to .\nimals has been 
formed at Bairackfiorey 

ill) IFns any lepresentation heeti leceived from the nlmve Society 
fm an annual ^^lanty 

(c) If the answer to (hi in the attirmutlve, will the Hon'hle 

Member be ])lea'^e(l to state what >teps. if any, have been taken in the 

mattery 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. 

ih) Y es 

lr‘» The Society haNe been infotmed that (iovernment are unable 
to make an\ ^nant t«i them <l\irin^'‘ Ibdb-dl and they have been askeil to 
renew then at»plnntion foi trianf fm Pt’U-dl?. I’he appli<‘ation when 
reieived will he ^n\en ilue fonsideiation. 


Posting of a Moslem officer in charge of the Dacca Badar (Bouth) 
subdivision. 

29. Nawab KHWAJA HABIBULLAH: in) Will the Hon’ble 
Menil»er in < haiye of the Appointment Department W pleased to stale 
whether any Moslem ofhcer was placed in < harp:e of the Dacca Sadar 
(South) subdivision for the last ftmr years? 

(Ill If the an.swer to in) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of ap{>ointing a Moslem officer for this 
auhdivision? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) The answer is in the 
negative. 

{b) Not at present. 


8 
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Poating of a European Magistrate at Daooa for the trial of oases 
arising out of the recent disturbances. 

30. Nawab KHWAJA HABIBULLAH: (a) Will the Hod ble 

Member in c harge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of deputing 
a special ofiBcer for the trial of the communal cases at Dacca? 

(h) If so, will the Hon ’ble Member be pleased to state whether a 
European officer will be deputed for the purpose? 

(c) Is the Hon ’ble Member aware that the general demand of the 
Moslems of Dacca is that the communal cases should be tried by a 
European Magistrate? 

(c/) If the answer to tr) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, they have taken in the 
mutter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PREHTIGE: (n) to (d) A EuroiMan 
Deputy Magistrate has been posted to Dacca to assist in the tiial of 
cases arising out of the recent disturbances. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: AVill the llon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the European Deputy Magistrate, 
posted to Dacca for trying cases arising out of lectuit disturbances, has 
been appointed in response to the alleged demand of the Mussalmans of 
Dacca Y 

The Hon’bic Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (iovernment made the 
appointment of their own accord. 


8ocr6taries, Calcutta Medical College. 

31. Nawab KHWAJA HABIBULLAH: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether the two posts of Se<’retaries recently created for the 
Medical College, Calcutta, are soon going to be filled up? 

(h) Is it a fact that men outside the medical service will be taken 
in? 

(r) If the answer to {h) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of reaerving one of those two posts for qualified Moslem 
candidates? 
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Thi Hoffi’bto Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESW^R RAY: (a) The 

term of appointment of the present inruml)eiits expires in October 
next. Government have not decided whether their services should be 
extended or other arranjfements made. 

(h) and (r) See reply to (r/). 


New schemes of the Bengal Secretariat and ether attached offices. 

32. Kaai EMDADUL HOQUE: (r?) Will the llon’lde Meiuhei in 
rhaig’e of the Finjtnre Department he pleased to lay on the table n 
statement showin^^ the name and value of new siheiiies td’ the Sei retariat 
and other attached ofHces whit'h have been — 

(/) turned do^^u hy (lovernment on acc'ount t)f financial stringency; 
and 

{ii) e<lministrati\ely aj)proved hut unprovided for in the Ilud^fet 

(h) Arc the (ioveniment cou.si(h*i in^r the desirability n| r(‘(irin^ 
officers t*sjK‘cially tho^e on extensions of sorvico and of e/Teet 

to the schemes nderred to in (o) from the savjii^rs thereby efle< tedy 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. MARR: (t) and The inionaation is 

not available and could not U* obtained witbrnit a lalsuiou.^ iin|uirv 
which (lovernmeiit regret they are not prepared to undertake; but the 
member is in forme 1 that the number of administrat ivelv approved 
Schemes awaiting finance is very large. 


Muhammadan police officers in charge of police-sUtions in the 
northern portion of 8adar subdieision, BakarganJ. 

33. Mauivi MUHAMMAD H0S8AIN: Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Ihdice Deir.ut merit he pleased to state — 

(i) the nuinher of i>olice-stal ions in the northern portion of the 
Sa<iar sulnlivision of the IJakaigarij district; and 
(rr) the uumher of Muhammadan oftirers in charge of theml^ 

Tha Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) Three, viz , (iournadi. 
Moiadi and Hizla. 


(it) Nona. 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD H08SAIN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state Ae source of his iuforraation ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The information given 
was supplied by the District Officer. 


Transfer of Deputy and Sub-Deputy Collectors from the place of their 

posting. 

34. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: {a) With relerence to the reply 
given to unstjured <iueslioii No. 44 at a meeting of the Legislative 
(h)UiHil held on the KHh Kebniary, 19)10, will the Hoirble Member 
in charge of the Apj>ointinejit Department be pleased to state what 
stefrs, if any, hav(* been tak(‘n in tiansferring officers of the rank of 
Dej>iity and Sul>-Deputy Collectors from the place of tludr posting in 
a distj'ict or a division wher(‘ they have Is'en letained foj* more than five 
years? 

ill) Will the Ilon’hle Member b«‘ pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(/) the names of oftieers of the aho\e rank who were holding posts 
foi' more than five years in a purtieular district or a division 
who have since the above question was put been transferred; 
and 

(ii) the names of those officers who have still been letained in 
their resiK’ctive (listricts or divisions lor more than three 
yea rs ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) The (jiiestion of the 
trunster of these oftieers was taken uj) and some general orders were 
issued. Itut Ui ^icw ot the ilisturbetl condition of the province the\ 
were snbseiinently held up and at present ofKcers are being tran.sferred 
only in ae<’ordanee with the needs of the public service and not merely 
Oil ae<*ount of the length f»f their servi(>e in one place. When noimal 
conditions return, the general orders will again be brought into effect. 

{h) The numbers are — 

(/) *2 Deputy Collectors. 7 Suli-Deputy Collectors; 

(ii) 15 Deputy Collectors, 219 Sul>-Deputy Collectors. 

^Government are not prejwred to give the names pf these officers. 
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District iNMitl receipts from the Puhlio Worics oess. 

35* Mr^ A, K. FAZL*UL HUQ: Will the Tlon'hlo Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Deiwrtment be pleased to state 
the total amount Government pays to district board.s annually out of the 
proceeds of the public works cess in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: From tigures 

for the last three years given below the district board ieceii>ts from 
the public works cess may be taken to average about Rs. 39,00,000 
per annum : — 

IN. 

. . 38,99,041 

192(;--JT . . 38.7 1. ‘JSi; 

19Ln-:.^S ... 39,84,488 


Discharge of Babu Tirtha Copal Pal from the Calcutta Mediotl 
College Hospital. 

36. Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: //> Will the 
floirble ^fiiiist(‘r in rfiargo of th(‘ Local Self-GoNci'iiiueiit I)e]>artment 
be pleased to stat(* whether his uttenti«»n lias been drawn to llie vioalict 
ot tlie .luiy at the iiuiuest held on the deatli of Babu Tirllm Gopal Bal, 
whr» was adinitled into the Calcutta Medical College Hospital on dlst 
December, 19139, at about 9-3t) p.m., being knocked down bv a motor car 
in Cornwallis Street, Calcutta, and was subsetjueiitly di^( liarg(Ml from 
the hospital on 13nd January, 1930, in an unconscious state and against 
the wishes of the relatives? 

{ii\ Is it ;i ta<t th.it tiu* Injured jkohou subs<M|uentlv di<*i] in a 
relative’s house ^^ithnllt regaining rouse iausness and in tin* opinion 
of the July and the* Coioner of Calcutta the* injun*d should not 

have been di.sehaiged f'loin tlx* hospital? 

(c) Is it a fact that the injureel person was examined by Rai 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, M.i>.( ., of Calcutta, in the morning of 
3rd Jilnuar}', 1930, who stated before the (’oioner ami Jury that he was 
.surprised to learn that the iwtient had been disidiarged from the 
hospital the previou.s night ? 

Is it a fact that the ITouse Surgeiui and the Resident Surgeon 
of the ('alcutta Medical College gave evidence at the (’oi oner’s impieat 
but failed to render satisfactory explanation for the action? 
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(e) Is it a fact that a relative of the deceaged has written to the 
Surgeon-General, Bengal, complaining about the conduct and behaviour 
of the Calcutta Medical College Ho«pital staff and praying for an 
inquiry into the matter? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any inquiry has been made into 
the matter; if so, with what result? 

The Hon*ble Kimiar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Govern. 

ment have seen the verdict of the Coroner’s Juiy referred to which 
does not, however, record any finding as to the consciousness or 
unconsciousness of the patient at the time of discharge or consent of 
the relatives. 

(h) This was the finding at the inciiiest. 

(r) Ilai Dr. Haridhaii Dutt Bahadur, m.l.c., gave evidence to this 
effect . 

00 The House Surgeon and the Resident Surgeon gave evidence. 
It is not commented on in the verdict at the inquest. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Government have already inquired into the matter and accept 
the opinion of the Surgeon-General and the IVincipal of the College 
that there was a mistake in diagm^sis which though unfortunate might 
easily occur. The attention of medical officer (oncerned has been 
drawn to the case. 


Condensation to the relatives of the persons who lost their lives as 
a result of police firing at Calcutta on the 1st April, 1930. 

37. Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: (a) Has 

the attention of the Hon’lde Member in charge of the Police Department 
been ilrawn to a representation made hv the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce suggesting that the relatives of the innocent persons, who 
lost tlieir lives as a result of the iMilice firing on the moh at Calcutta 
on the 1st .April lust should 1 h» granted some compensation? 

(fj) What action, if any, do the Government intend to take in the 
matter? 


Tbo Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. 
(6) None, 
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Bwgal NprasMtatim to tho Round Toblo Oonforonod. 

3t. Maliaraja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KMimbiiar: Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Appointment I)ei>artment be 
pleased to state when the names of the representatives from Bengal to 
the Round Table Conference ai^e likely to he published ^ 

TIi 6 Htn’bis Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. (Tovernment have no 
information on this matter. 


Use of meters on taxi-cabs in the mufassal. 

89. Mr. E. C. ORMOND: (n) Is the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Police Department aware that taxi-cal)s plying for hire to and 
from the Naihati station, Eastern Bengal Itailwuy, have no ineterii 
and no fixed tariffs? 

{b) Is the Jlon’hle Member aware that horse ticca gharris have fixed 
tariffs ? 

(c) If so, are the (b)vernment considering the desirability of taking 
neces^ar\ ^fe]»s in the matter to comjHd the use of meters on taxi-cabs 
in this area? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Gove ni men t are aware 
that outside Cahutta nncluding suburbs) ami Howrah motor-cars 
l»lying for hire foi cdnveyance «)f passengeis are not fitted witli taxi- 
meters and have no legally fixed tariffs. 

ib) In areas to which the Hackney (’arriage Act, II of ISOl, 
applies, tariff's for hackney carriages have been fixed. 

(c) Rules foi the better contrcd of motor vehicles plying for hire 
foi the conveyance of passengers in the mufa.s.sal, including rules for 
the fixing of maximum rates of fares, are at jiresent under considera- 
tion. The question of the coinpulsorx' use of taxi-meters on motor- 
cabs in special areas will receive due consideration. 


8lr. C. C. COOPER: Will the HoiPble Member be pleased to otate 
whether these taxi-cabs are licensed? 

Tho H^*hlo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: They are licensed as 
Tehicles for the conveyance of passengers. 
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Nomination of Counoillort of tho Calcutta Corporalioii* 

40. Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state why no member of the Ooriya community has been nominated 
as a Councillor of the Calcutta Corporation during the last six years? 

The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYt It is 

impossible to find representation for all communities settled in Calcutta 
among the ten nominees of Govei’nment. » 


Provision for purchase of books for the Bengal Legislative 
Department Library. 

41. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: oD Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Legislative Depaitment be pleased to state 
what amount has been ju-ovided bu- the i)Uirhase of bo(>k> tor the 
Bengal I;(‘gislutive Depaitment Liluarv this year? 

(/j) Is the llon’ble Member auare that only a tew l><)(;k> could be 
piiichased this year for want of tunds? 

(c) Will the Ildii’ble Membei be jdeased to consider the desira- 
bility of increaMing the giant in the next yeai’.s budget? 

The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: o) Ks. d OOO. 

(/>) No. d’be grant this year is tlie same as jueviously, and no 
inconvenience has becji exp<*nenced. 

if) Tlie matter will be coii-'ideied beiore the next year’s liudget is 
prejiared. 


Grant to union boards for payment to village panchayats. 

42. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the HoiCble 
Ministt'i- in < haige of the Lwal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether the (lovernnient of Bengal has any intention of 
making a grant to the uni<»n boards to enable them to pay a grant of 
Bs. dOO to each of the village panchayats for his fir.^ year’s expenses 
OE the lines of the grants to gi‘am-panchayats in the Central Provinces 
under the Village Self-Government Act of that province? 

The Hon'ble Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: The answer 
is in the negative. 
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Lm\ boards. 

43. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon^ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he 
pleased to state whether he has come to any decision in regard to local 
boards whose future has been under consideration of the Government 
for many years now? 

The^aiKi'ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: (iovem- 
ment do not propose to make any ehuufre in tlie positimi of local boards 
just nt present. 


Superintendent, Orphangunge Market, Kidderpore. 

44. Mauivi MUHAMMAD 8AADATULLAH: ui) Will the 

non’ble Member in charge of the Kevenue Department be plea.sed to 
state whether any Muhammadan Sul>-Depiity (''ollector has Ihmmi 
apjioinled to the ]io>t ot Snpet intendent. Orphangunge Market, Kidder- 
jKire, since the appointiinuit was thrown ojien to Sul>-l)ej)uty (Ndlectors? 

(h) If (he answer to (n) is in the negative, will the llon’hle Miunher 
he jilea‘<ed to give rea.sons for the same? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (n) Xo Muhamnuulan iias hecm ap]»ointed 
to the |)ost siine it wa'> thriovn optui to Sub-Deputy t'ollectors. 

ih) 1'he apjiointment to thi" jiost is made by the Hoard of Hevenue, 
which scdeil.s tlie most suitable otlii er available when the vai’uncy 
occurs. 


Barasat Charitable Dispensary. 

45. Mauivi MUHAMMAD 8AADATULLAH: m) Is the Hon hle 

Minister in charge of the Txical Self-(ioverninent DepaHinent awaie 
that there is much financial difficulty in the maintenance of and in 
meeting the r«M|uireinents ot the Harasat Cliai italile Dispensary in the 
district of the 24-Pargnnias? 

ib) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the lion ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state what .stejis the Government propose to take 
for the upkeej) of the dispensary? 

The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) The 

statements of income and expenditiire in the late^^t returns do not dis- 
close any financial difficulty. 
ib) Does not arise. 



m 


QUESTIONS. 




The Budgi-Buclga Municipality. 

46. Mtuivi MUHAMMAD 8AADATULLAH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Ix)cal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(«) whether the Department of the Director of Public Hejilth ha? 
ever looked into the sanitary condition of the Budge-Bu(||^e Munici- 
pality in the district of the 24-Parganas? 

(h) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken to cause an improve- 
ment in this direction? 

The Hon’bie Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) This 
municipality was last inspected by the Assistant Director of Public 
Health on the 28th and .‘list May, 192^). 

(h) A copy of the I^iweedings of the Su}>-Committee appointed to 
deal with the matter, at a meeting on the 21st February, 1930, is laid 
on the table. 


('opy of winutrs of the Prorfedinyx of the Suh-Cojinnittee as per 
resolution So. 7, dated the 21st Fehruary, 1030, referred to in the 
reply to claosc (h) of unstarred question So. 46. 

PRESKNT : 

1. Babu Ilara T^al Haidar, rhairman, in the chair 

2. Babu Bhabtaran ('hatarji, (’ommissionei-. 

3. Dr. Siuendra Nath Ghosh, M.n. 


llesol utKfus. 

1. Fousidered fuither the in-spection repoit by the Assistant 
Tlirector of Poblic Health, Bengal, ieuwarded by the Director of 
Public Dealt li, Bengal, und«*r cover of his memorandum No. 10819-G., 
dated the 2Tth August, 1929. 

Rcvsolved that the .subject of registration of births and deaths be 
notified by l>cat of drums ome every tpmjrter according to law, ns the 
Committee is of opinion that non-registration is due to ignorance of 
law\ 

Further resolved that a reference be also made to the Director of 
Public Health if the registered dais may l>e apiK>inted ns informers of 
births on a nominal remuneration of one anna for reporting every 
individual birth. 
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2. Resolved that iaasmuch as attention is being paid to all other 
points ^aft' with in the inspection note detailed replies are not 
necessary. 


7/mi 3/nr/, mO. 


11. L. Haliur, 

president. 


3-30 p.iii. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Demand for grant. 

26.— Poiioe. 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On the recnminendafion 
of His F.xi ellency tlie (rovernor I beg to move that a snm of Ks. 8,7H,000 
be granted under tlie head “2b. — Ihdire’’ for the enrrent finanriul year 
t<» meet anticipated e.xtra expendituie in connei'tion witli civil disobe- 
dience and other similar movement.H. 

The details (»t this demand have been given in the memorandum 
wliich has been circulated to members of tliis ( ouncil. 1 do not propose 
to go through every item in that memorandum but would only explain 
broadly what the demand is and why it is asked for. The demand falls 
naturally under three main heads (1) the demand for the (’alcutta Polii'e, 
(2) the demand foi the Bengal (ordinaiy) Ihdice and (3) th«‘ detnand for 
the f'riminal Inve'itigation Department. 

In f'ab utta we ask tor money to pay for a detai hment of tlie Assam 
Biflev which was brought down here during the cour.se of the hot weather 
to assist in maintaining the reserve for the security scheme. Three 
hundred men weie originally brought down and wh**n comlitiimpi 
imprnved the number was reduced t<» 2tH). We propose to redine thi.s 
number still further in the middle of this month, and if (‘onditions con- 
tinue as peaceful as they are at present we propose to redin;e the whole 
detachment by the end of September. 

The necessity ff»r this detachment w'as that there i.s a security scheme 
for CaWntta which provides that in times of trouble rimst of the police 
•re posted at various strategic points and the remainder arrheld in reserve 
at headquarters and are available to deal with any serious trouble that 
may arise. Owing to the generally disturbed conditions in the province 
and to the incident at Chittagong it was necessary to provide guards for 
•everal places in Calcutta for which guards were not originally 
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provided, and in addition we had to increase the guards on other 
buildings. Further, it was decided to strengthen the secdrity scheme 
in certain directions. The result was that when these extra demands 
had been met there was no reserve left at headquarters. As members 
will realise a security scheme without a striking force in case of need 
is not satisfactory. Government decided, therefore, to ask the Assam 
Government for the loan of a detachment of the Assam Rifles and we 
are grateful to the Assam Government for acceding to our request. 
Both officers and men have been of the greatest use in dealing with the 
troubles in (Calcutta and of the greatest assistance to the Commissioner of 
police in the discharge of his onerous duties. 

The seccmd main item of the demand is the demand for six motor 
lorries which were bouglit in order to increase the mobility of the police 
By enabling them to get to the various places of disturbance in the 
shortest ])ossible time and also by providing a moving force in dangerous 
areas. In sm li areas the police are continuously touiing round so that 
if trimblc sliows any sign of beginning it is nipjied in the bud and 
nut allowed io grow. This ])urc}iase oi motor lorri(‘s of coiir^e involves 
both an initial and a recurring exjumditure but it is in tlie end an 
economy because it makes tlie f(»rce more mobile and we can deal with 
trouble with a smaller force. 

The third item is a demand for huftn. 1 will deal with this when 
discussing the same class of demand in connection with the Bengal 
Police. 

Tender the Bengal Police tlie main item is the demand on account of 
the increase that Government has sanctioned in the armed reserve, 
namely, a temporary increase for mie year of 50t) men witii their comple- 
ment of otticers. The reason for that sanction was that the police force 
of Bengal is design<‘d for normal <‘onditions The provincial reserve 
is scattered throughout the jirovince as ])art of tlie district reserve, and 
"‘the scheme is that when trouble arises in one area we should W able to 
call upon the various districts to supjdy detachments to form a striking 
force tor the area in whieh tiouble has aiiseii. But when tbe tiouble 
becomes universal, as has been the result of the civil disobedience move- 
ment, naturally when the district> are called on to give up their portion 
of tlie re.serve for service elsewhere, they say that charity begins at 
home, and that there is trouble in their own districts and they are 
unwilling to give up their portion of the reserve. Goveruqi^t 
.^accordingly driven to recognise that these objections were based on soli^ 
fart and that an unsafe margin of safety remained, and they, therefore, 
decided to increase the reserve by authorising the Inspector-OeMiml of 
Police to enlist another 5(K) men for the armed force. Tbat^ftfreer^has 
not yet come into actual being because it naturally takes some time to 
train the men that have been recruited for it. The position in Bengal 
is further complicated by the fact that conditions in certain districts 
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have m»4e it necessary to sanction the posting? of additional police in 
certain disturbed areas under section 15 of the Rolice Act. Up to the 
present we have .sanctioned an additional polici force of about 200 under 
section 15. It is perfectly obvious that if we sanction additional police 
under section 15 because of the danjyerous condition of certain districts 
we have at once to send trained men to these districts and we have to 
^ret these men by takinjr trained men from other districts and then have 
to recruit apainst those vacancies. Hence our total recniitment will be 
not only 500 extra men for the additional reserve but also 200 men against 
the 260 men who have been stationed as additional poli<e in disturbed 
areas. This recruitment amounts to 7()0 in all and. wliile we have been 
able to recruit a certain number of trained ex-army men, the majority 
of the recruits have had to be sent to Sardah for training and will not be 
available until the end of September or October. AVe are thus still 
working with a fur(‘e below that which we consider is re(}uired by the 
conditions in llengal. 1 do not. know whetlier members realiae how 
heavy the demand on the police force is at present. I will give \ou one 
inatuiu e — that of tlie district ot Midnapore — where the local tdficers have 
been battling with the ( ivil disobedience movement for the last three or 
four pionths. There we have at present about 460 extra polii’e in 
addition to 240 additional police sanctioned under .section 15 of the Act. 
That means that one result of the civil disobedience movement is that 
about 640 extra p<dice are being used in one district of the jirovime 
alone, and 1 am afraid c<»nditi(ms are sm h tliat we shall pifibably have 
to increase tlie t<U(e still further. That is the only benefTt tliat 
Midnapore is getting out of the civil disobedience movement. 

Tlie other main item in the demand for the Bengal Police is the 
jiawneiit t« As^alu i(»r the b>an ot a detaclinient of KM) Assam Rifles for 
operations in (’lii)tagong as a result of the incident of the 18- Kith April. 
There afrosH) Assam very generously responded to our re«|uest for assisU- 
.^anci^tiid lent us KM) men to assist in the operations. The\ were detained 
for one month. In addition there is an item of lls. !,!)(>() for payment for 
an aero])laue wlii« h was sent down at the re<|uest of tiie local ofiii*ers to aid 
them in the search tor the uhs<<uiders had taken shelter in the hills 
adjoining (’hittagong. 

Th«i ibird main item is for an extra alh»wance of hatfu. Members ^ 
must admit, whatever may be their feeling about the r onduct of the poli(;ig|e^ 4 l 
pplice have been giving long and continuous service under fhe 
most arduous conditions ever sime the civil disobedience mnvenm|ni 
begun and I am certain that on the whole the province is grateful fo 
all '^embers of the ixdice for the lovaltv they have shown in tbe« 
moif oliNmraging circumstances, (jovernraenl recognize that condi- 
tions are entirely abnormal and it is not fair to ask the men of^t^e 
fdrce to fwd themselves at all times and in all places out of their own 
pay, and thfrelore they have decided to give hatta not only in Calcutta 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[12th Arc., 


m 

but also in the mufassal. But they hare not granted it in the form of 
an additional monthly pay; they limit it to an extra payment for the 
days on which the police are on abnormal duty. The allowance for 
Benj^al and Calcutta is the same: In the case of an inspector, sub- 
inspector or sergeant the allowance is Re. 1 a day and in the case of a 
head constable or constable 6 annas a day. Correspondingly in the 
Eastern Frontier Rifles a subadar or a janiadar gets Re. 1 a day and a 
harildar or a sepoy 0 annas a day. In Calcutta it is paid to those who 
spend more than six hours on continuous street duty in connection with 
disturbances, actual or threatened, due to the civil disobedience move- 
ment or similar causes. In the Bengal Police it is given to men who 
are detained for suppression and prevention ot disorder due to the civil 
disobedience and similar movements away from their normal head- 
quarters, and in the actual supj)re8sion or prevention of disorder due to 
the above causes. In the Eastern Frontier Rifles who are maintained 
as a special force to deal with those disturbances, it is only paid when 
they are actually employed on the actual suppression or prevention of 
disorders brought about by the civil disobedience movement and other 
causes. These are the main items in the demand wliich I put toiward 
on bchult of the Bengal Police, 

Lastly, there is the demand for the Criminal Intelligence 
Department. Members mu.st realize that tlie occurrence of an incident 
like that of (Hiittagong proves absolutely beyond (piestion the existence 
of a terrorist rev<)lutionary body that is prepared to use any means to 
effect its purpose and that the i.ssue of Ordiname No. 1 by His 
Excellency the Viceroy means that the (jovernment have to bring up 
to full strength the special department emploNed to deal with that class 
of crime. 

3-45 p.ra. 

We have therefore brought the department up to full strength and 
we have increased the staff — both inve.stigating and protective — 
because one of the saddest things in this movement is that the activities 
of its members are directed against the officers of this department, many 
of whom have served (Government with the utmost loyalty in times of 
danger, and it is up to (Government to give them all the protection they 
can and to make nece.s.sary arrangements for the purpose. We have 
^jd»o.had to provide extra aet ommodation for this staff. But we have 
also, instrueted the lu.speetor-( General ot Fobce that, whenevei^poasible, 
this staff should be reduced, and it depends entirely on the actmties 
of the movement how long this sUtff is kept on. 

These are the main heads of the demand I have put forward^ T was 
aske<l the othw day what was the justification for increasing^ the^ staff, 
I was rather surprised at the question, because I should have thought 
the justification was obvious. Unfortunately, every resident of 
IMtbgal is aware of the great increase of disorder in the province due 
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to the civil disobediei^ movement. Take Midnapore. There they 
started with salt; subsequently there have been attacks on the police, 
murder, and an attempt to burn a house in which the police were; 
there has been boycotting of chaukidars, and now there is the nO-tax 
campaign.^ , Everything possible has been done to upset law and order 
in that area, and all this to what end? The other side talks about 
non-violence; if necessary I shall read later extracts from Mr. Peddie’s 
letters showing the kind of violence that is taking place there. 
Mr. Peddie, Mr. Kidd and the other officers there have been doing 
wonderful work for the last three or four months, battling on behalf 
of law-abiding citizens against the forces of disorder. 

The necessity for the entertainment of an extra force has been felt 
in Calcutta also. In Calcutta we have had our troubles, but I think 
that every member of this House who resides in Calcutta will 
acknowledge the del)t of gratitude we owe to Sir Charles Tegart and 
his offi(*ers for maintaining peace in the city. When they compare 
condition.s iiere with those prevailing elsewhere, I think they will 
realise that the iuoihw we are asking for i» vrell spent. 

T notice that there are sex oral amendments down which critici.so 
the conduct of the police. I do not my.self con.sider that the f'onduct 
of the police in regard to the matters for which they are going to be 
attack<*(I really aff(‘cts tlie (juestion whether tliese extra fon*es for 
which we are asking mone> are necessary. In case they are moved, 
1 hope that during the cour.'^t* of the debate I sliull be abb* to show 
that the conduct of the police ha.s been magnificent throughout. There 
may be instances perhaps in \shich there may be legitimate differenc'es 
of opinnm as to tlie degree of the force u.sed, but taking tlie situation 
as a whole I do not tliink there ran be any cpieMtion that the loyalty 
and discipline of the police from top to bottom have been magnificent 
and that the people of Bengal are under a deep debt of gratitude to the 
members of this much-maligned force. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand for Ks, <S,7S, tXH) under the hcMul “ ‘.ib. — Police ”, Ue 
reduced hy Ks. KM) (with a vic‘w to draw uttcuition to the inc'ompetcmt 
handling of the prc»sent political situation hy the police). 

I am sure the House deplores that a necessity should have arisen 
for a supplementary demand under this head. The l*olice Departtriffnt 
is c^onsiderecl a,s the most extravagant department of the loaiJ 
Goveni^uent, and, in spite of all efforts at reduetiem, tlie expenditure 
goes on incTea.sing every year. When the budget was under 
consideration in March last, the Council voted the demands under this 
head rather unexpectedly without any reduction. Still the Government 
has come forward with this proposal for an additional graht. The 
Member-in-f'harge has my full sympathy. He has been able to put 
forward very little justification for tke additional expenditure. TKf' 



DEMAND EOR GRANT. 


[12th Aitg., 



additional cost is due to the development o( fugituation for which the 
police authorities are to a certain extent i*e»pon8ible. When we 
separated in April last the atmospheTe was peaeaful, though there were 
apprehensions of disorder due to the inauguration of the civil 
disobedience movement. But nobody ever dreamt that the country 
would go through all that has happened during the last four months., 
1 diall not worry the House with all the sickening details of the 
incidents whitdi are agitating the minds of the public. I shall only 
ask the House to consider how far tlie situation has been aggravated 
on account of the incompetent handling of the same by the police 
authoriti(‘H, Take, for instance, the Carters’ Strike in Calcutta. From 
whatever viewpoint you look at the matter, the way in which the 
affair was handled by the police can hardly be called satisfactory. The 
whole affair could have been avoided if there had been a little more of 
sympathetic! understanding in tin' early stages and less desire to uphold 
the fetish of prestige. Thanks to the intervention of Ilis Excellency 
Sir Stanley Jackson justice to a certain extent has been done to the 
farters; but what about the sufferers who received injuries or the 
p(*rsons who lost their lives at the hands of the polir*e as a result of 
uncontndled firing ^ We have still to learn if any compensation has 
been granted to the aggriev(‘d parties. We do not know what stt*ps 
hav(* been taken to punish the erring officers. The publi(* is aware only 
rtf the statement of a gallant polic’e officer who, in justification of the 
firing and its dire result, said “ We fire to kill.” To-day, on the floor 
of this House, 1 demand of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police 
Department to declare in une(|ui vocal terms the attitude of Government 
in the matter. The incident disclosed, if anything, the total 
incapacity of the police authorities of dealing with a strike. 

Eet us pass on to the affair in (’hittagong. As the incidents there 
are sub judice, 1 shall ask the House to consider the matter only from 
the administrative point of view. Diittagong is an important town in 
the jiresidency — a flourishing port, and tin* headquarters station of the 
Divisijuuil (Commissioner. It is expected that residents in such a place 
' tihrtuld ieel conscituis of adecjuate protection. But what happened on 
the fateful night when a European official and two Indian constables 
among others lost their lives y Before a band of desperate men the 
executive authorities were helple.s.s. Does the incident redound to the 
bredit of the local police officers or for the matter of that the higher 
authorities y The victims of the tragedy were mostly Government 
officials; it is a mere accident that no non-officials were not 
involved. But my point is: who is responsible for the breakdown? 
I submit no one should be allowed to shirk responsibility on the 
ground of suddenness of the attack. The Council had armed 
.Government for the asking with all unnecessary' powers to cope with 
terrorist organization, and it is distressing to find that the 
lAthorities concerned were caught napping. There is a saying in 
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to the effect th^ the householder becomes wise after the tKiel 
Las ^t. We find that the Government has launched, evidently on 
poUoi 4*^formation, on a policy of arrest and internment on a wide 
eca^ l^ter the incident. X wonder whether the Government has any 
real^tion of the fact that its activities in this connection have made 
it the laughing-stock of the world. I can only hope that wiser counsels 
will prevail, and that Government would not be stampeded into Imsty 
and reactionary measures. 

Sir, Chittagong^a not the only instance of the uiipreparedness of the 
local police authorities to meet the situation. The riots at l)ac<‘a and 
the outbreak in the Mymensingh district point to tlie same tale. Of 
course, in all the cases, the police have succeeded in restoring order, 
but at what a cost! My charge against the police is this: that they 
failed to apprise the Government of the real situation at a stage when 
Government could have adopted preventive measures. I have no 
£rst-hand knowledge of the incidents at Dacca and Kishoreganj. It 
is quite unnecessary to discuss here whether the trouble was due to 
communal passions or economic causes. Serious allegations have 
been made against the conduct of the local police officials, and the 
incidents at Dacca have heen investigated hy an independent 
:authority, whose report is awaited with interest. But wliatever may 
be the result of the inquiry, it is admitted on all hands that the local 
police arrangements broke down for a considerable period of time. 
This is hardly a matter for credit to the police. 

Sir, a member of this Council wanted to stand for election to the 
Council of State. He sent a telegram to the Chief Secretary 
Teque.sting him to relax the rules so that nomination papers might he 
•filed at his district headquarters in view of the disturbed condition of 
Dacca which, he was adviseil, was not a safe place. The (!hief 
*i>ecretar> had the courtesy to reply to the telegram, but be regretted 
that the rule.s could not he relaxed. He did not, however, say whether 
Dacca was really safe or not. But the member when he found that the 
•choice was between going to Dacca and thereby risking his life and 
adding “ Honourable ” to his name by election to the Council of 
f^tate, he chose not to seek election. 

The position, as it appears to me, is this that Government has 
patted the police too inuc’h on the back with the inevitable result. 
In the interests of eflSciency, we are called upon to grant large sums 
of public money for the maintenance of a body of men who are not 
responsible for their action to this House. It is but natural that 
incompetency should trot forth as efficiency under the protective 
*iHngs of irresponsibility to any legislature in India. 

Sir, I shall conclude my remarks with a reference to the actions 
of the police in connexion with the civil disobedience movement. 
At the outset 1 desire not to be misunderstood. I am for law And 

9 
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order. At present, I am a supporter of the policy of peaceful 
political evolution. I shall be the last person to encourage by mjr 
word any disturbance of peace or help to stimulate the spread of 
disorder in the land. But, nevertheless, I cannot help condemning 
the callous and lawless atrocities perpetrated by the underlings of 
the police in different parts of the province, in their attempt to 
checkmate the pnjgress of the civil disobedience movement. Instead' 
of strictly conforming to the law, instead of arresting the* 
volunteers when they transgres.sed tlie law, the police at Contai in 
the district of Midnapore and at Neela in the district of the* 
24-Parganas displayed prodigious valour with their regulation 
lathis and butt-ends of guns on unarmed volunteers, and on occasions 
the order to fire u|mju the assembled (“n)wds wa>i given without adeijuate 
cause or serious provocation. It appears that some of the police officers 
were under the impression that human life was of no more value than 
that of a moth or a vermin. The heartless depredations of the police at 
Contai deserves umjualified condemnation. Villages were* 
indiscriminately invaded and their residents, old men and children, 
without mercy and without any quarter, beaten black and blue. We* 
heard with horror that during these mock-heroic dt'predations the* 
persons of females even were not spared. They were assaulted and 
savagely molested at places. It is a pity, again, that there were no- 
police officer who had a lucid interval to think that Indians hold their 
womenbdk in special veneration, and’ any attempt at molestation of, 
or the least derogation from the dignity and sanctity of, our ladies is 
sure to prodiK^e deep and abiding bitterness. J would humbly advise- 
all concerned to beware of this danger-zone. 

Sir, the employment of sergeants in far-off villages in the interior 
is calculated to create racial estrangement of a deep-seated c*bara(*ter 
that is sure to singe into the hearts of the illiterate, the p(M>r, and the* 
lowly millions of the soil. Violen(‘e is a game at which two can play. 
If police violence created a reaction on mob-violence and gave rise to* 
widespread disorder throughout the district.^, the responsibility of the* 
police should be deemed considerable. 

4 p.ra. 

Violence or aggressiveness is a boomerang that recoils on its author 
with redoubled force. The (joverniuent may ultimately control the 
turbulence and truculence of a far-flung disorder, but would it be* 
worthwhile to take the risk? 

I would also seriously invite the Government to think hard as- 
regards the cumulative effect of all these heartless and frivolous 
excursions of calculated cruelty on the morale of the whole police force-. 

I commend my motion to all sections of the House, at least to non- 
official members. I know. Sir, members of the European block aro 
very keen on efficiency, and if I have satisfied them that the conduct off 
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the police force during the last few mouths has not been efficient, 
I am sure they will give me their support. We cannot always help 
the Gtovemment voting in the Government lobby; sometimes it is 
necessary even by our criticisms and our votes to bring the Government 
to their senses. 

To my Moslem friends, I do not know if I am permitted to make a 
direct appeal to them, but I hope and do appeal to them that they will 
cast their votes in favour of this motion. Victims of tliis police 
repression have been Hindus, Muhammadans and also Cliristians, and 
so it should be to the interest of every citizen to see that life is safe in 
the hands of the police. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I move that the demand for Rs. S. 78,000 under 
the head “ 2G. — Police ” he reduced by Rs. 10 (to call attentiiui to the 
present unsatisfac tory arrangements for lock-up for women uiidcM-trial 
prisoners and want of suitable provision for their privac v and necessary 
conveniences). 

In bringing forward this motion, I desire to call the immediate 
attention of Government to the miserable state of the lock-up for 
women under-trial prisoners at Lalbazar. They are under trial, and 
so presumed to he innocent, and therefore they would he entithnl to 
ordinary decent treatment, better than that accorded to convicted 
prisoners. But we find the case exactly the opposite. About the end 
of last July, numbers of \\omen satyagrahis were a nested on different 
days, and kept in the lock-up overnight. The room, about 2t) ft. by 
18 ft., is on the ground floor, ill-ventilated, and without any privacy ut 
all. It is on u passage, with a door frame and iron bars between, 
without any purdah or sc reen and through this passage go the riff-raflf 
of Calcutta on their way to the men’s lock-up. There is only one 
barred window for ventilation, overlooking a courtyard, and without any 
shutters or screen for privacy. Then, a.s regards the* so-called sanitary 

“ conveniences,” rather ” inconveniences ” — tlie less said the bettc‘r 

filthy, without flushing, no enclosure or any privacy for the user, with 
a window without shutters opeming out on the yard. Sir, I shall not 
elaWate details. In this miserable ill-ec|uipped room, infested with 
rats and vermin, delicate, well-educated ladies lay huddled on the 
floor with a few dirty blankets as bedding. 

Sir, I have no desire to dwell on the matter. It has been already 
brought to the attention of Government, and I trust the Home Mcmiher 
will give the House an assurance that the complaint is being remedied. 

These women have delilwjrately broken the law and are prepared 
to face the consequence. They do not ask for mercy, hut at any rate 
they are entitled to decency. I appeal to the llon’ble Member, not as 
an official, but as a man, as a gentleman, to see that the treatment 
accorded to the ladies is at once stopped. I feel sure that I am not 
making this appeal in Tain. 
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iiiUbu SATlilf CHAkoEA EAy CHOWOHURY: I beg to move 
that the demand for Rs. 8,78,000 under the head “26. — Police” be 
reduced by Re. 1 fto raise a discu.ssion on the police methods and the 
repressive policy of the Ooveniment as also the failure of the police to 
preserve the public peace and prevent crimes in various parts of the 
country). 

Sir, I propose to confine my discussions to the latter part of my 
motion, and that for good reasons. Yesterday, when my adjournment 
motion was moved, I was suprised to meet with a bolt from the blue. 
That motion was meant for a thonmgh discussi(»n of the terrible 
happenings in Mymensingh, for the enlightenment both of the 
Government members and of this House, including that important 
section of this House which represents Muhammadan interests and to 
whom ray appeal would lie in a special degree. Be it said to the high 
aense of civic responsibility of the Muhammadan members of this House 
that none of them opposed the motion. In view of His Excellency the 
Governor’s very commendable attitude in not interfering with the consent 
of the President to this motion, I expected that there would be no 
opposition from the Treasury bench. His Excellency’s attitude being 
ver>' liberally construed, our whip.s were not vigilant and the result was 
surprising too. 

Mff Da COHEN* On a point of order, Sir. My friend is referring 
to what transpired yesterday Is he entitled to do that.*^ 

Mr* PRESIDENT: He is in order. 

Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: However, I consi. 
der this as due to a hona fide misunderstanding and will try to show dur- 
ing my discussion of this amendment for the enlightenment of all the 
serious position of affairs dlie entirely to the failure of the local police. 
Sir. I am never c»)mmunnl 1 believe no advance of this country is 
possible economically and politically unless both the two great 
communities march abreast 

Sir, how were the terrible happenings that have been reported in 
the pres.s possible? Was there anything in the previously existing 
relation between these two communities to warrant these? So far as 
the subdivision of Kishoreganj is concerned, I beg to submit that the 
elation of the two communities was very cordial. The historical fact 
18 that during the time of Akbar the Great and Mansing the General, 
the Hindus and Muhammadans of Kishoreganj under Isha Khan, one 
of the famous twelve rulers of Bengal, fought against the aggression of 
the Moghuls at Kgarasindur, a place which fias suffered terribly by the 
rei'ent hooliganism, and as a matter of fact the Moghul General was 
defeated, and that. Sir, as a combined effort of the Muhammadans and 



imj D|:^Ajjp Q^T. 

Hiodos. Then coming to more recent times we find that Iwth tht 
communities lived side by side and tluived by mutual service and mutuat 
help. In Hindu houses Muhammadan servants were fully trusted and 
more often than not they were the only guards on whom depended the 
safety of the lives and properties of the inmates <»f the house. In the 
matter of the distribution of patronage and favours the well-to-do amongst 
the Hindus and Muhammadans never made any distinction between 
a Hindu and a Muhammadan. The cultivation of khamar lands 
belonging to Hindus are genemlly in the hand> of the 

Muhammadans. When lands are settled by the zamiiiduis they 
are given to the highest bidders who are almost iruariably 
Muhammadan cultivators who are much better off than the Hindu 
cultivators where there are any. The collection ol tolls and jamas in 
the big bazars, which is a very lucrative occupation, is also almost 
wholly in the hands of the Muhammadan tushildars. The Hindu 
zamindars and Hindu money-lenders are equally hard or lenient on their 
Muhammadan and Hindu tenants or debtors. The distinction between 
a Hindu and a Muhammadan is nowhere noticeable except in social 
functi.ons. But even in social functions of any importance the 
Muhammadans and Hindus aie ecjually invite*!, though in the matter 
of serving iood some (list im t ion i^ observed. To sum up om* never 
had any (»(*cusioii to feel himself as a Hindu oi a Muhammadan >\heii 
dealing ^^ith anothei, either a Hindu <»r a Muhamimulan, Thi' fiaternal 
attitude on the part <d the Hindus at least is responsible for the 
trememlous growth <d the Muhammailan^ in the distm t l>oth in 
population and opulence, foi the nia.|oiit> ot iandhcddeis at present in 
Mynieiisingh and paiticuluily in Kisheueganj aie the Hindus wlm *’oulil 
have if they liked retarded thi^ giiiwth by vaiious nndhods. It must, 
hcjwever, be admitted that the physically stronger class, namely, the 
Muhammadans, has taken full ad\antage of this open competiinin and 
have reaped the full fruit thereof, wliereas the Hindu masNes have 
degenerate*! lompletely and l<»st all nei\ej* foi u* tion a^ has been 
evidenced *hwing the recent lootings ami plunder of Himlu liouses by 
Muhammadan limbs. The spell of this fruteriiul feeling between the 
two (immunities in eastern Mymensingh was not bj*»keu even for a 
moment during the worst days of comiiiunul tension over the (|uesti<»n of 
“Music or no music” before mosques, which convulsed the whede country 
from one end to the other and rent Pahmi asunder. We then lelt 
completely secure behind our time-honoured tradition of Hindu-Muslim 
amity and friendship, and not a ripple of the great wave of rominunal 
tension touched us. This fact of our unbroken friendship from remote 
ages must make one wonder what powerful hidden forces may have 
led to the cataclysmic and catastrophic change in our relation with our 
neighbours. • The causes must he discovered or inferred from certain 
fact* and symptom* which I will discus* next. 
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4-15 p.m. 

It was an evil day when the riots broke out in Dacca on 22nd of 
May last. Future historians shall have to note it as such. Those who 
call it a mere communal riot express to my mind only half truth. 
Communal ceHainly these riots were, but they also contained the germs 
of a doctrine which attained their next stage of development in 
Myinensingh and has yet to realise its full jK>s.sibilities. Here in Dacca 
we were faced for the first time with a new factor, a deeper and more 
dangerous spring of action than mere communal jealousy (which usually 
finds its expressions in stubbing, l)eating or assaults), imported into 
our communal struggle, 1 mean the spirit of loot, plunder and gain, 
unchecked or unrestrained. Once this spirit finds full scope and begins 
to be fed by communal jealousies, there are no extremes to which it 
will not stoop and there is no limit to the number its votaries will 
attain. This greed is such a powerful motive force amongst a section of 
our countrymen that it quickly and violently separated those who 
shortly ])efore were <‘omrades in social and political works in Dacca. 
Satan and Mammon therefore so universally triumphed, and religion 
and virtue both were ruthlessly dethroned. 

I will n(»t detain you, Sir, over the Dacca incidents. I am not 
primarily concerned with that to-day. I have only referred to a 
particular feature of them just to show their spiritual c(mne< tion with 
the im'idents which are the subjects of this motion. I asseit and I 
undertake to prove to a demonstration that if Dacca had not suffered, 
Mymen>ingh would not have suffered. 

Even during the continuance of the Dacca riot> when the news 
reached ^oinc junts of Kishoreganj the local r(>wdy elements became 
restive. The horrible reports of the loot and arson at Dacca and the 
masterly iiuu’tivity of the police filtered through many souives, and the 
hooligans of Kishoreganj subdivision and other places in Mymensingh 
were biding their time with ilU'onceaied impatience. Fn)m that time 
there began to pour into various pbne^ of the subdivision of 
Kishoreganj so-called maiilvis and preachers from Dacca who began 
to sow broadcast the seeds of <‘ommuual jealousies and communistic 
ideas. The .statement of the Press Officer also admits the advent of 
maulvis and preachers prior to the outbreak. leaflets were also 
circulated broud<*nst exhorting the peasants and lalaiurers to rise against 
landholdei's and creditors and forecasting loot, murder and outrage on 
women. 

The preachers and maulvis were ubiquitous and they had carried their 
insidious propaganda almost to every part of the subdivision. A moat 
perplexing and relevant question is: did the police know anything 
about this widespread conspiracy? It is difficult for one to believe that 
they did not. I was told by one Sub-Inspeitor of Police that they 
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came to know about this movement about six months ago when it was 
already out of their control, and another member of the police force 
told me that the matter was reported to the superior officers before the 
outbreak. The subdivision of Kishoreganj as well as the eastern division 
of ifymensingh is in the charge of Mr. Khalnque, Additional 
Superintendent of Police. The Police have got to answer the charge — 
how is it that an outbreak so wide and virulent as happened on the 12th 
July last, which must have taken a long time to hatch, took place 
without his knowing anything alout it or how is it that, if the matter 
was reported, the thaua forces were not reinfon'ed or pretuuit ionary 
measures adopted? 

The outbreak of hooliganism began on the llth July in one village 
t)nly, but oji the 12tli July the conflagration broke out in three centres, 
-as is admitted in the Press ()ffi<‘er*s >tatement, covering a wide area of 
:al>out 100 square miles. This looked like the result of’ a well-<-onceaIed 
and deep-laid plan, the method of execution being almost the same 
everywhere. There are a few other incidents just bebire the riots 
which f need mention here to give a complete piiture of the situation 
preceding. It is a fact that the mufassal thanas, including the 
Kishoreganj thana, were <leplete<l of large part of the police force 
available there to fight civil disobedience — a sort of civil movement. 
Thefts and burglaries even in the town of Kishoreganj became every- 
day affair. I am told that when the citizens went to the thana for 
proper patrol of the town they were referred to the hvcal (Vmgress 
<^oinmittee. I do not ascriln* any sinister motive in this, it might be a 
iKtna fide direction on the part of the p<dice. As if, as a matter of 
fact, it is the ('ongress Committee which has got to keep order and not 
the polite. Then I am told just shortly before the riots two leaflets 
were being distributed broadcast by agencies unknown. One of these 
is a lengthy dm ument and the purport cd the material portion is “Awake, 
arise peasants and lalM)urers of Bengal and down with these cre<Iitors, 
zamindars and all vested interests.” I have got a specimen of the 
second class leaflet in my hand which I need not read to this Rouse. 
The substan(‘e is that unless you hel|» the polic'e you are in danger. 
Your women will Ive outiage<l and your properties looted. As a matter 
of fact all that happened in Kishoreganj subdivision had lM*en 
wonderfully forecasted in that leaflet. 

In the midst of such preparations unchecked by the police as I have 
•described above, dawned the fateful morning of I2th July. Two to 
"three thousand people of all arms, axes, ramdaos, lathis, spears, attacked 
the house of the late Babu Krishna Chandra Boy of Jangalia. He was 
the president of the union l)oard, I mention this to show that he was 
not only a .rich man but a man who some time ago enjoyed the 
confidence of both communities. He has got no buildings in his 
liouse but the huts are all substantial structures. He, with his §on 



^ FpE G^T. [I2m 1^-^, 

an4 ^rother, fought for four and a half lon^ hours against the hooligana 
before all his huts were burnt to ashes, all his properties looted and 
nine male members of his family then and there butchered to death, 
and one female member so assaulted that she died in hospital. When 
1 took, Sir, my stand in the midst of ashes which were being blown and 
scattered by the wind on all sides, mocking Hindu-Moslem unity,, 
mocking Pax Britannica, mocking British rule in India, a thrill went 
through my whole frame the like of which I never felt, even when I 
was reading, the blood-curdling story of the execution of the last Czar 
of all the Russians with all his family. I wish, Sir, I had language 
enough and expressions enough by means of which I could make the 
members of the House, both Hindus, Muhammadans and Europeans, 
share the thrill with me. I will leave this tragic scene. 

May I Hay, Sir, to the eternal disgrace of the police, who were at 
Pakundia thana only three miles off and IJusampur thana which is only 
two miles (»ff from .Tangalia, that during this terrible fight for four 
and a half hours not a single policeman appeared on the scene. Then 
the news of this triumph of this hooliganism spread over half the 
subdivision involving the security of the lives and properties of lakhs 
and lakhs of His Majesty’s law-abiding subjects. I deliberately use the: 
expression law-abiding. It is useless to describe the terrible atrocities^ 
committed in different places. They ought to be ihe common propeily 
of all by now’. I will mention only two othei instances by way of 
illustrating the activity of the police. Mirzapur bazar, one of the 
biggest in that subdivision, was looted for fouj- consecutive da>> from 
the Pith duly, and the thana of Pakundia was only Iwo miles off, 
but not a pfdiceman peeped in, not a imoise stirred. At Kuniurpur 
again a gentleman, namely, Sachindra Kumar Hoy, was in hiding with 
his family first in a Muhammadan talukdar’s house — I must say this 
to fbe credit of resj)e<’tahle Muhammadans — and then this family waa 
in the jute fields which mercitully .sheltered them for five consecutive 
days, his wife being in the tenth month of her pregnancy, and yet the 
thana was two miles off! This is by way of showing the activity of the 
police who, in the language of leaflets, protect us. Ixmk at the village 
Jaitm where the Circle Officer was confined ami about to be done to 
death. That village and Bishuhati were looted two days after such an 
incident. 

Will the police answer this charge as to the inactivity of the police* 
then as also during the long period that widespread conspiracy waa 
hatched? And will the police officer also answer the further charge 
to why when he went out <»n the 13th of July with big armed policemen 
armed with the newest rifles and not old guns, as His Excellency the* 
Governor was mi8inforine<l, not a single shot twk effect on the large* 
tody of rioters whom he met and the Additional Superintendent retired,, 
confirming the preachings of emissaries of lawlessness, and tha 
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of the mob that British bullets would not touch them — a 
circumstance which helped the later developments. 

Apart from the general arson, loot and plunder, a lK>y of seven 
years of Jamail village was so trampled on his belly that his intestines 
came out and he died instantly. A Namasudra of village Bisutia 
succumbed as a result of his tongue and nose being cut off. Were such 
brutalities ever committed in the midnight darkness of despotism during 
the rule of the mediieval chiefs F 

Fire was set to the houses of poor Malas who had nothing to offer 
to the looters. Dis]>eusaries of doctors and kavirujas, w)»o must have 
brought bark to life many a dying men of all communities, were 
destro^’ed and medicines and Iwttles broken to pieces. This is also 
within two miles of a thana. 

Here, Sir, I must pay my meed of praise to Mr. Burrows, the 
District Magistrate, who as soon as he took charge of the district of 
Mymensingh at a troublous time, told the citizens openly that he was 
not g(»ing to encourage any coinniunal (piarrel. His function was to 
punish the law-breakers ruthlessly, to whatever class or community they 
might belong. True to his assuranc e?', as soon as he heard from Tungail 
of this outbreak, he wiied to the Suhdivi-sionul Dtfic'er to take drastic 
action. I may W excused from disclosing this official secret. He broke 
his tour programme and reached Kishoreganj on the Idth .Inly and 
al<»ng with the Suhdivisional Officer. Mr. Bysak, who took very vigonms 
action and even linked hi" life in the lieginning, and lescued Oovein- 
inent prestige fiom the ilanger in which the polire activities phu'ed it. 
Here I mu"t say als<t a wunl alnmi Mr. H. Saha, the Assistant. 
Superintendent (tt INdice, who at the lisk of his life savetl the life of 
the ('ircle Officei at Jaifra and the life <d an Inspector of lh»Iicc at 
Matkhola. 

4-30 p.jn. 

But then that was all. After they finished these officers, together 
with the District Magistrate, went away, and after the Deputy 
Inspector-Oenerul of Police went away the history of the inveitigatiop 
is a pcKir commentary on the ability of the police. 

On the 16th and ITth July the general outburst was stoppecl, hut 
since then up to date there has practically lieen no house search and 
looting and plundering is going on by the Um uI goondas and luMdigans. 

I beg to submit that if houses were searched shortly after, there is no 
doubt tbat the search would have yielded much of the stolen property, 
and the men who had lost their all would have got back at least some, 
and conviction would have been ea.sier. But I see that no attempt 
waa made at all for searching houses, although in one case a man 
went to the' Su}>-Insper‘tor of Pakundia and made a rei^uest for search 
of a house of a local Muhammadan in whose house it was asserted 
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that looted properties were concealed. Babu Eailaali Chandra De 
had been robbed of all his moveables and he reported that his things 
were kept hidden in a certain house, but the Sub-Inspector of Pakundia 
did not stir to interfere— a public servant who is fed with public 
funds^he did not think it his duty to help in the recovery of the 
lof>ted property. I wonder if that man has been punished at all for 
this negligence. This I submit is the state of things. It does not 
matter whether the goondas are Hindus or Muhammadans; it does 
not matter to me in the least to which community he belongs. But 
when the lives and properties of His Majesty’s most loyal subjects are 
jeopardised, and when the remedy is at hand and we do not get the 
justice we demand, we do not know how we can live peacefully. 
There is another curious chapter in this investigation matter. Anybody 
who is a lawyer— -and I plead guilty lo the charge of being a lawj^er — 
must object to the procedure. Instead of the accused named in the 
ejahar and the complaint l)eing arrested, evidence is being slowly 
re(v)rded against a limited number allowing freedom of movement to 
the rest wlio numW thousands. In Janglia all the male members 
of a family were murdered and only female members remained. 
It was not possible for them to name all the accused but they could 
identify a lot of them hy sight, flow can this be done unless the 
accused are arrested and oifeml for identification? In Janglia you 
will \w surprised to hear that only 11 people were arrested out of a lot of 
hundreds or more named. This is life for life and limb for limb— 
that is the sort of justice we are getting. Result is we find that 
people who are guilty of glaring offences are moving about freely 
and threatening witnesses and complainants who have sought justice. 
It is being threatened that if they persist with their cases they shall 
he murdered to death. I say that Hindus have become panicky and 
alarmed for very good and solid reasons which no one can successfully 
challenge. Siris Chandra Malo, a poor man coming from a place 
from which many goondas come, complained to the police that he 
was threatened but the poliee did not listen to him. He repeated 
his complaint and the g<K»ndas enteied his hut and attempted to 
murder him. and he is now lying in a precarious condition in the 
Kishoreganj hospital, and his dying declaration has been recorded. 
Four names have been mentioned by him iii his statement but none 
have Wen yet arrested. Sir, we must get justice from somewhere. We 
have made our appeal to Government, we appeal now to the Hindus and 
Muhammadan memWrs of this House to see that justice is done. If 
refused, we shall appeal to the Hindus and Muhammadans of India 
for bare justice which is being denied to us. Then there is another 
stage in this curious proce<lure of investigation adopted by the 
Superintendent of Police. He makes over a list of accused persons 
to he arrestetl to a Muhammadan gentleman and asks him to arrest 



1930 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


139 


them— *»ot to a police officer, mind you, but to a Muhammadan non* 
official gentleman, against whom, of course. I have nothing to say 
personally, and who to my mind is an estimable gentleman, but I 
ask is Chat the right procedure to adopt? 

An argument for not arresting these hooligans and goondas is that 
jute will not be cut and paddy will not be cut. If it were u movement 
against the Government would this sort of excuse hold water. Sir? 
The Hindus have shown charity by not demanding wholesale arrests, 
but between wholesale arrests and no arrest there is a gtdden mean, 
nnd could that method not be adoj»ted to iiiipres> upon the people 
that the law exists in Mymensingh? I say, Sir. on the latest 
information that Government appears to have ceu'^ed to function in 
certain parts of Mymensingh and they are now under the rule ol 
hooligans. Reports are pouring in that the Hindus are living in 
peril of their livCvS and properties. 

Then, Sir, the village defence party that came into existence is 
now being challenged and there is no defence party in the villages 
now. There must not be a-’^y defence party in the villages lest they 
take part in the civil disobedience movement. That is what the jM>lice 
say; they also say that owr«vg to the civil disobedience movement we 
Tire shoit of police ami that is why cases cannot be properly iiivestigate<l. 
This serious state of aftairs really lecpiired the adjournment of the 
ll<*use for a fuller and ('ompleter discussion of the incidents and I 
>ubmitted this before Hi^ Excellency. We are all no doubt grateful 
to His F.xcellency the (ioveinor for the ussuiance he has given that no 
real offenders should be allowed to escape. We are all giateful for 
these <d kindness, hut from hitter expeiience we know that many 

thinv^s may hui>j)en in the meantime which may Irustratc the intentions 
of His l''x( ellency the Governor, unless mutters are prompfly attended 
to. 

A deputation waited upon the Di.strict Magistrate of M.xmensingh 
in order to make suie that no |>ersons who are arrested and who.se cases 
are now jiendiiig are thieatened ho that people might know that we 
are going to get justice, that complainant.s and witnessf^s should be 
protected and further molestation should he stopped. He said that 
for that purpose more police (one was necessary. It is reported that 
the District Magistrate has written for an additional police force, hut 
yet time is pa.ssing and things are moving from bad to worse. We 
have made our suggestions to His Excellency the Governor as to the 
nwessity of measutes necessary to ensure public peace. I would warn 
the Government not to look on this movement as a mere temporary 
ebullition of the passions of a section of the people. It is fraught 
with immense pcmibilities of mischief, to the classes and the masses 
and also the Government. The disturbed condition of the country' has 
made it impossible for the zamindars and talukdars even to venture 
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to ask for rent from tenants and the collection of land revenue will 
have to b© suspended or they will jro bankrupt. All the money-lenders 
who have not been already robbed will no longer care to invest m 
that part of the country. The result will be acute economic distress, 
among the cultivators specially. Can the Goveraineut meet the demand 
for money*' Then there is every chance of the situation being 
exploited by per.nms with ultra-revolutionary ideas. I believe, Sir, I 
have good authority for saying that in some cases even Muhammadan 
houses were attacked because they are money-lenders and well-t-o-do 
and in .some cases because they ga\e protection to the Hindus. The 
movement is bound to cross the race l)oundary and then it will be 
too late to arrest it. If the Government goes on lighting civil 
disobedience, leaving the people who have nothing to do with the 
civil disobedience movement, completely unprotected and at the mercy 
of the goondas — no matter to what community they belong — the only 
claim and tide of the British Government in India, namely, the 
maintenance of Pax Ilrittanicn and the ensuring of an orderly evolution 
of the country under the tt»gis of the British Crown will be gone for 
ever, leaving chaos to reign supreme. 

(Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.V 

[At 4-50 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 5 p.m.] 

Mir. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE; I beg to move that the 
demmid for Bs. 8,78,000 under the head “20. — INdice” be reduced by 
He. 1 (in order to rai^e a discus-ion a^ to tlie ( onduct of the police ami 
the excesses committed by them during the luM four months). 

It is not possible bir me in the course of this debate to take a 
comprehensive view of all the acts of lawlessness committed by the 
upholders of law and order and I can only refer to some specific 
instances of unprovoked brutality. These are not confined within one 
particular area but are taken at random from different parts of the 
province which only proves that the acts complained of have not been 
cases of accidental excesses but represent a deliberate policy of 
repression and oppression. 

Sir, in theory the police exists for the good of the citizens at 
large, for protection of law and order. But for the last few months 
it has been our sad experien<‘e that the police has been more anxious 
to break laws and commit plunders amj depredation than any other 
organise<| body. It may he conceded that violence may have to be 
exercised in ordei tc» repel violence, or it may he netessary to use 
force when thei-e is actually a great danger of public peace being 
broken. These theoretical propositions are good by themselves, but 
in actual practice these general powers have been used only as a doak 
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under which brutal assaults have been committed. Innocent heads 
have been broken, innocent lives have been taken away, houses and 
properties have been looted, respectable persons includinjr ladies have 
been publicly humiliated and tortured — all done by the upholders of 
law and order for the safety of the British Empire, for the jjrood of 
the citizens and for maintenance of peace and tranquillity. I cannot 
but refer in this connection to the speeches made by Mr. K. Neopi 
at the last session of the Legislative Assembly. He narrated a series 
of incidents of inhuman torture and cruelty in different parts of Bengal, 
particularly in Midnapur district, all investigated by himself along 
with other respectable men. He gave the lie direct to the statement 
which is often made in responsible quarters that only the minimum 
force that was absolutely necessary was being exercised by the police. 
Sir, to put it mildly, Mr. Neogi’s remarks were not very complimentary 
to the (lovernment of Bengal and in particular his reference to the 
Bengal Secretariat as the great manufacturing house of untruths and 
half-truth.s is a testimonial of which Hon’hle Members of Government 
would no doubt feel proud. It remains to be seen what steps 
Government proposes to take in meeting the very serious charges 
brought against their administration; not indirect or vague accusations 
but specific cases of barbaric cruelty and torture. 

J^ir. it ha.s been said that the police do not attack people unless 
fhere has been provocation. But surely the provocation mu.st he such 
as to justify the force employed by the police. A bfiy of ten or twelve 
all by himself stands in front of IVesidency College, and, let us 
av<iurne, a'^ks students not to attend the ctdlege. I realise he thereby 
violate^ the picketing ordinance. Arrest him if you like, but wliat 
provocat i«»n. what State uigern\, would ju‘'tif> several stalwart up- 
h(»l(leis of law and order to fdunge at him and Ireat him violently 
till he lies unconscious on the pavement. A bus is pas.sing along 
College Strwt near nlKuit l^iesidency College; two f»r three persons 
sitting in the bus shout Bunde Matarani. Immediately tire bus is 
made to stop, a sergeant rushes inside it and makes a free use of his 
utick by attacking the persons he finds in front of him. People wrere 
madly chased alnurt and inriorent pussers-by were humiliated, 
insulted and la»aten. A loyal student of Presidency (Ndlege was 
chased and assaulted, and when he turned round and attempted to 
tell the sergeant that he did not de.serve this attack, there came a 
thundering reply “Dare argue with me, then take another,” and the 
lathi fell on his back once more. Take, Sir, the caw* which occurred 
in Dacca only the other day. I happened to go to Dacca just five 
days after the accident and the details I gathered from responsible 
«nd respectable pereons, some of whom w’ere themselves eye-wdtjiesses, 
were staggering. I do not propose to enter into the details of the 
incident but I had it on an unimpeachable authority that the students 
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within the University area were perfectly peaceful and did not give 
any provo(*ation to the police in the discharge of their so-called duties. 
The police rushed into the University compound and brutally assaulted 
a nuinl>er of students in front of them. The unfortunate lad who 
succumbed to the injuries had received a shower of lathi blows on 
him, his head was broken in three places and, wors»t of all, a lathi 
was thrust into his stomach and a deep and fatal hole was made 
into it. Some of the gentlemen who had seen the lad immediately 
afterwards described to me how inside his clenched fingers and teeth 
were found torn blades of grass whi(‘h the unfortunate victim before 
he lost consciousness for ever, must have desparately taken hold of 
while struggling against the brutality perpetrated on him. The 
Hon’ble Mr. Prentice is lrK)king at me with his eyes wide open. May 
I pause here and ask the Hon’hle Member if he really considers the con- 
duct of the p(di< e as really magnificent ^ Take again the recent police 
raid at the Jessore Congress office. A short account has appeared in the 
issue (»f Adranre on 5th August last. I take it. Sir, Hon'ble 
Mr. Prentice and the Press Officers have not opposed its publication as 
they are so anxious tor the dissemination of truth. Whenever such 
raid had taken place, in addition to indiscriminate arrests, the police 
lune on tlie plea of search scattered rice, dal and other things, have 
broken utensils and earthen pots in the kitchen, burnt khadar dhoties, 
damaged and bunit laioks and pictures and done other acts of vandalism. 
Take again, Sir, the htutal assault on Sreemati Saibalini Devi, wife 
of Sri jut Nagendranath Sen. an ex-member of this House, committed 
at Khulna under orders of the Superintendent of Police. I would 
lika to know whether any enquiry w-as ever made by Government in 
this connection and if so wdth what result. A large number of reports 
is rea( hi ng us us to how persons w ho are alleged to have broken ^he 
law* are taken to the police-stations, mercilessly beaten there and then 
released. I would ask the Hon’ble Meml)er to state whether he 
proposes to justrfv this course of action. Only three days ago, one 
of such young men was brought to me. He was arrested on the 9th 
of August last while picketing at Burrabazar at alwut 3 p.m., was 
taken to Burrabazar thuna and mendlessly beaten by tw’o officers until 
the canes were broken and he actually bled. He was subsequently 
released at about midnight. When I saw him the next morning, the 
marks of torture were still there and I must say it was one of the 
ghastliest sights I have ever .seen. In order to give the members of 
this House an idea of the ass<»ult committed upon this lad, I had him 
examined by a medical officer in my presence and his report was aa 
follows : — 

“I noticed 27 injuries on the person of the boy, mostly contused 
w’ounds ranging in character from simple bruises to clean-cut bleeding 
lacerations, w'here the skin was actually divided, varying in sixe from 
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three inches to nine inches in length and quarter to half an inch in 
breadth, situated all over the body, on the hack, on the shoulders, the 
arms, the forearms, thighs, and legs, inflicted most probably by split 
canes. In addition there was a moderate sized swelling below the left 
knee joint and the neck.” 

This report speaks for itself and any comment is supei-flmms. 
I'nder what law, I ask, can any civilized government justify such actsf* 
And will the llon’ble Member still maintain that this was a magnificent 
act? I have no time to multiply incidents, but it seems to me that 
the British Raj has ceased to exist and we have (ifoonda-Bolice Kaj 
instead, Government will claim that thin repression has Wen necessary 
in order to fight the civil disobedience movement to a finish. But does 
Government realise that these oppressions only result in strengthening 
the movement? No one can W so foolish as to think that (joveriimeut 
by ordinances or by lathi blows can go on for ever. This i‘ej)ressive 
IK)licy has succeeded in widening the feeling of bitterness and 
animosity against the (government. The Pre.ss has lM*en successfully 
gagged and public meetings ui-e (oiitnilled. But as the days roll on 
and this heedless ojipression goes nn, the breach Wcomes wider and 
wider. I feel, Sir, among those wh(» have been responsible for preach- 
ing sedition against the truest interests of the Slate are those veiy 
|>er8on» who have been controlling the jKilice activities during th(‘ last 
few months. It is they who more than any ona else have violated the 
provisions of the Indian Penal (’(nle: it it* they who by their axis of 
omission and comini.ssion have Wen smcessful in sprt*ading feelings of 
disaffection and animosit> against Government. It is they who more 
than anyWdy else have brought Government into contemid and hatred. 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand loi Rs. 8,78,(MKI under the bead — Police” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (in order t<i raise a discussion iiWut the lathi chaiges ami vaiious 
acts of physical violence coiiiniitte<l l»v the iMilne Istth in ('ulcntta and 
the inufussal during the lust several inontlis U|w»n picketeis and 
raemWrs of the public). 

Sir, we are all aware that during the last sevenil months that this 
civil disoWdieuce movement has Wen started, the jierHons carrying on 
this movement and other inma^ent members of the public have suffered 
most at the bands of the police. I may say suffered heavily in the 
shape of lathi charges and other arts of physical violence, in some 
cases lathi charges putting an end to the lives of some of them. Have 
the police force, except in a very few solitaiy* cases, suffered anything? 
The aggression has always been on the part of the executive and the 
police, the retaliation, if any, on the part of tTie picketers has Wen 
very very small. This civil disoliedience movement in Bengal first 
took shape in the breaking of salt laws, principally in fbe districts of 
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ihe 24-Pargaiia8 and Midnai^re. We ali know how the innocent rjots 
living in villages who had no intention of breaking the salt laws, but 
only gave shelter to some of these law-breakers, were treated. They 
were assaulted, and, if reports have any substance of truth, women 
also were assaulted and properties destroyed. Is there any necessity of 
drafting a police force to check the activities of these salt law-breakers ^ 
Was any violence used by these law-breakers in pieparing salt.^ Could 
not Government start ordinary prosecutions against them.® What was 
the use of drafting a .stnmg pidice force at once to those places? 
Infringement of law is occurring every day — municipal, local and penal; 
and there are ample provisions in the statutes for the punishment of 
these law-breakers. The cases in which there have been infringements 
of the salt laws number only about and I do not think the total 
amount of salt prepared would amount to more than a maund or two, 
Only yesterday we heard the Hon’ble Member in charge of law and 
•order stating in reply to a supplementary (juestion, when a case of 
severe assault by the police of a boy of 10 or 12 years of age was 
brought to his notice, that the boy had his redress in the law courts. 
^i\i\ we not claim the same in the cases where there have been 
infringements of law in preparing salt? 

I would now come to the second phase of activity of this civil 
disobedience movement, viz., the picketing of excise shops. Only the 
other day I saw two constables with big lathis stationed in front of 
fi grog shop at Howrah. Was it necessary to give such protection 
when police force was needed at Dacca and Kishoreganj? If 
Government is to protect all the excise shops and all the drunkards 
and ganja-smokera and opium-eaters in this country, 1 think at least 
H crore or more would be needed. Would the Council be asked to vote 
for the amount? Sir, the most lamentable and <lcploral)le cases wheje 
lathi charges and physical violence and vaiious kimls of assaults by 
the members of the police have taken place are tho'*e in connection 
with the picketing of schools and colleges. 1 do not think that thei’e 
is any real sympathy on the part of the general public in the matter 
of picketing schools and colleges. Was the method adopted by the 
authorities the right one in jiutting a stop to such picketing? What 
was the object of these youthful picketers, beginning from a boy or 
girl of G or 7 years of age to a post-graduate or law student? It was 
only a manifestation of a great nationalist movement. As one having 
a little to do with a few schocds, I may inform this Council that I 
anti-picketed such youthful picketers. I tried persuasive measures in 
some instances. In others I tried tricks to get willing students 
inside the school hy the back doors, llany authorities of schools very 
rightly closed for two or three weeks and things are now settling down 
to normal condition. Sir, the scenes enacted Wfore the Presidency 
Gollege are known to all. I saw that there was something like a seige, 
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and tke beseigers, rit., the European sergeants, were haring ice and 
lemonade and lunch, and the Indian constables their pan and sukha 
at the expense of the poor taxpayers after having done the day’s work 
in charging picketers with lathis and canes and all bystundei's, 
including professors of colleges and other members of the public! 
What was the result regarding the attendance of students at the 
Presidency College? A large falling-off in attendance on the i)aH of 
the willing students who had been attending regularly. I undei-staiid 
there was an appeal to the Principal, Presidency College, by students 
who saw these acts of violence and lathi charges and cane-beating 
committed before their very eyes to stop this beating, and the reply 
of the Principal was that it was a (fovernment institution and 
Ooveriiment was responsible for law and order and that he peisonally 
had nothing to do with the onlering or stopping of the assaults, and 
that the officer in charge of the police force had his own orders. Sir, 
I hold in my hand two photographs showing the pictuiv of cane- 
beatings inflicted on four students — Pasupati Miikherji. Arabinda Mitra, 
A jit Bauer jee and Khiti Mohan (iranguly. One would be surprised to 
see the severity of these attacks. Was such a luutal and l»aihan>UH 
attack necessary to di'^perse them who came only to persuade their fellow- 
students for leaving schools and <*olleges? We were all surprised to 
listen to the icjdy given b\ the flon’lde Meml)er in charge of law 
and order in reply t(» u (piestion put hy nmdher hnn’ble metnher, vif,., 
that (lovernnient aj)f)rove <d the use (d canes and lathis. Is this the 
spirit in which wc aie to push on education in a schoed or i-ollege? I 
would now come to the next phase, viz., the picketing of foreign goods 
shops. So far as I have rend in the papers, ex<ept in the case of an 
European firm whose European u'-sistant was given a slap on the faie 
fiy a lady picketer tor pushing her, there had l>eeii no coiiiplainf by 
any Indian firm that any violence was used hy these picketers. Sit’, 
we know that picketing has l)een made a rriitiinal offence hy onlinance, 
fmt physical violence on the part of the police has not l»een made 
lawful. Is the (Government gfiing to lie carried on hy lathi iharges 
ami <am‘-l>eating? It these methodn fail, shall we have .laliunwaltl 
Baghs nil over the country, putting an end to the luinentationH and 
miseriwi of us all Indians. 

5-15 p.m. 

Rai Bahadur ICCSHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: 1 move that the 
demand for R.s. 8.78,(K)() under the head “26.— -I'cilire” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the incident in the I’urzfin Hall 
compound in Dacca on the 21st July, 19*t0, resulting in the death of 
the student Ajit Kumar Bhattacharjee). 

Mr. President, Sir, niy o1>je<‘t of moving this motion is to raise a 
general discussion on the manner in which police administration is 
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being carried on at present in this province with special reference to 
the recent happenings at Dacca. I would like to make it perfectly clear 
at the outset that I am not a civil resister myself nor have I anything 
to do with the civil disobedience movement which has been convulsing 
the whole of the Indian Empire, but as one who has always been in 
favour of our constitutional agitation, and as an elected representative 
of the people on this Council, I feel it my duty to bring to the notice 
of (jrovernment the unconstitutional and absolutely unjustifiable 
methods which are being adopted by the police in maintaining law 
and order in this country. 

Sir, it grieves me most to recall the unhappy incidents which have 
been taking place at Dacca since May last. It is well-known how, in 
spite ot their costly equipment and much vaunted efficiency, in spite 
of tlieir being armed with very great powers, the police failed — and 
failed hopelessly — to maintain order, preserve peace, prevent bloodshed 
and avert the appalling loss of innocent lives, both Hindu and 
Muhammadan, in the streets of Dacca during the last riots. When the 
tension of feeling runs high and disturbances take place, the police 
have got certain obvious duties to perform. So fai a> the Dacca liots 
aie concerned, the public feel that if the police had taken vigorous 
steps in the early stages of the riots, the riots would not have been 
protracted so long in the unhappy .second city of the province and 
Dacca would have been spared the horrors of mob lule lor about a 
month or perhaps more. 

Sir, this is not all. I have only referred to the inactivity or 
inefficiency of the myrmidons of law. I will now cute a concrete 
instance of the misdirected activities of the Dacca police. The recent 
occun*ence that took place within the (‘omjKuind of the Curzon Hull 
at Dac'ca has staggered everybody. Sir, T am referring to an incident 
which is really the jirovince of my friend Rai Shasanka Kumar Ghosb 
Bahadur, who represents the University of Dacca on this Council. It 
was properly speaking his concern to move in this matter, but since 
he has not done it, 1 hope I will be excused for trenching upon his 
rights. 

My only i*enson for ventilating the occurrence referred to is that 
it is of tcK) serious a nature to be allowed to go unnoticed. Besides, a 
sense of duty as a member of the Dac'c'a University Court impels me to 
bring the matter prominently to the notice of Government. The 
circumstances that led to this unfortunate incident are these: — 

There was a peaceful pic'keting at the two entrances to the Dacca 
Intermediate College on the 21st of July last. One of the gates is 
opposite the Cunou Hall gate and the other at some distance to the 
east. No picketing was. however, going on anywhere near the Curaoit 
Hall or the science laboratory of the I’niversity. Some students of 
the University were watching from inside the Curzon Hall compound 
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what was going on in front of the Dacca Intermediate College. The 
University students were all within the compound with the exception 
of a few who stood in front of the Cui-zon Hall gate on the grassy plot 
to the south of a line connecting two trees on the two sides of the gate 
outside. None of the students were on the public ixmd. Some police- 
men were posted in a line to the west of the western entrance to the 
Intermediate College and to the west of the Cui-zon Hal! gate, and a 
sergeant was theie. Professoi-s Dhirendra Chandni (iaiiguly and 
Birindra Chandra Ganguly came to the gate of the Curzoii Hall 
compound and asked the boys to come inside the compound and close 
the gate. The students standing outside the gate at ome (d>cved the 
instructions of their teachers and began to come in. At this stage a 
high police officer lame up in a motor car fi-om the east and stojiped 
near the gate. The t«*rgeant appnmched the said poli(*e otticer and 
is alleged to haAe .spoken something to him. Orders were then rei>orfed 
to have been given to the ptdice to charge. Iminediutely the sergeant 
and the policemen charged the boy.s with lathis wilhonf giving them 
any previous warning to disperse. The stinlents then began to run 
away and the polufmcn rushed well inside the comjM>und and startetl 
helahouring evervbodv they found within tlie range of their lathis. 
It is not understo >d what business the pidice had to enter tlie University 
comjyiund without the permission of the \’ice-Chancellor. In tlie 
melee that ensued, several students weie wounded and three of them 
were so mercilessly assaulted that fhev could not move. They were 
beaten even alter they bad fallen on the ground. One of the students, 
Ajit Kumar Bhatta< haryya, received severe injuries and was lemoved 
to the physical laborutor> close by where he was attended to t^igetber 
with the other two, Hrishkesh Chalteiji and Naiesh Chandra 
Chaknivarty, whose injuries were (Hunparatively less serious. Ajit 
was uiK onscioiis till the last moment. He expiied at alami 11 j>.m. on 
the .same night. The mother and (he elder brother of the deceased 
arrived at the last moment, and when on the following day the relatives 
of the dfH'eased wanted to take the dead IkkIv by Isait to Matuail, 
his native village, for cremation, this was not allowed; I <lo not know 
why permission was not granted. Suddenly, in the aftemoon the 
dead body was removed in a motor bus to Postgollah burning ghat 
under the Municipality of I)ac<’a for cremation and no opportunity 
was given to the relatives of the deceuse<l to perform the last funeral 
rites ns enjoined by the Hindu religion. I may n^l^l that Ajit 
Bhattacharyya had come to Dacca to obtain admission into the 
University and was going to deposit his fees when he met with his 
fate. Sir, this boy was as innocent as anything. lie was not a 
picketer nor wa« he in any way connected with the lK)ycott movement. 
He was a promising student having stood ]4th in the Intermediate 
Examination in Arts from the Jagannatb Intermediate College at 
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Dacca. It was during the last Dacca riots that his dwelling house 
at Matuail, about four miles from the city of Dacca, was looted and 
burnt by the hooligans and the family was deprived of what little 
they had. Sir, in making the above remarks, 1 simply bring to the 
notice of Government the way in which the mufassal police are 
discharging their responsibilities. The incident I have just narrated 
was witnessed by many well-known Professors of the University who 
have re<*.orded their personal experience in writing and whose testimony 
cannot be disbelieved. Sir, I appeal to the good sense of Government 
and I hope they will consider my observations in the spirit in which 
they are made and take such steps as wdll prevent the recurrence of 
such incidents in future. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Mr. IVesident, we regret veiy much that 
Government has thought and felt it ne<‘essary to bring thif' demand 
before the Council, but that the demand i.s essential and ne(‘essaiy has 

been jiroved to-day not only by the speech of the ITon’ble Member in 

charge, but far more to my mind by the speeches of th(»se membei'S 
who have moved for reduction of the grant. \Ve have heard a number 
of speeches which have brought a number of unauthenticated charges 

against the police. If they were true, if one could believe them, it 

undoubtedly would be the case that Ilis Majesty’s servants, the police, 
in this province might be considered violent, iriesponsible and 
repressive; but, remarkable to relate, one has heard baldly a word almut 
that great movement which is in reality responsible for the present 
situation in Bengal — that great movement — civil disobedience. Surely, 
really and truly, at the bottom of the whole of the trouble in Bengal 
to-day is this civil driobediein'e. Civil disobedience ha.s caused 
lawlessness, and lawlessness is causing riot and murder. Sir, surely 
it is obvious that in this pnivim e at the present moment this widespread 
agitation, that movement amongst the Hindus of the province has 
gathered within its net men who have in reality but one aim, although 
indeed their methods of approach to their desire diffei very much. 
The object of ilie more extreme is undoubtedly independence. 
Therefore, we have on the right of that movement the revolutionaries, 
those who cau.sed that i-evolt at Chittagong. Then there was the 
sudden and cowardly attack by him who stabbed the poor sergeant 
in the bark the other day. Tho.se are on the left. Next come those 
who follow so-called non-violent civil di solved ience. iinally, to our 
deep regret* although constitutional, although different entirely in 
their methods yet led by nationalist desire we find certain hon’ble 
members of this House who, to our deep regret, bring charges against 
the police — charges which, in iny opinion, can never he substantiated. 
It is obvious surely that thi.s movement is one to subvert Government 
and Government must govern. Government has to face that mcrrement. 
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The executive moreover which they must use against the mo^^ment^the 
spear-head— is the police foire. Surely, it is the unenviable and 
disagreeable duty of the police foixe to check and prevent not only 
ordinary crime but also political crime in this province. It is not the 
fault of the police that they have to do their duty which they hate m 

much. In my opinion — and in our opinion on this side of the House 

our entire sympathy goes to those otlicers, British and Indian, whose 
duty it is to do this work. We know that it is having an effect ujkiii 
some of them which will last the whole of their lives. I have known, 
Sir, in this province, as have many in this House, a large number of 
British and Indian police officers, and I am glail of this opiwrtunity to 
bear evidence that all these officers whom I have km»wn are gentlemen 
in the best sense of the word. They are high principled and the largo 
majority of them have a sincere sympathy with the aspirations of 
India and Indian people f(»r self-g'tjv eminent. But tliev have to do 
their duty. The assertions that I have listened to-day that they have 
gone be\ond their duty — I vunnot liclieve, I refuse to belie\e. anti 1 
think they are rmt true. More than that I am coiiviiieed that in 
circumstances mo^i difficult, most tiying ami ino**t haiasniug the police 
of this jn-ovince, generally speaking (theie iiia\ )>e liere and there an 
exception), huNe shown admirable inodeiatnni ami ailnmable restraint 
in iiKJst difficult circumstances Think of the long hours tlie\ have 
had to work ami of the insults, and imt only insults but bricks ami 
stones hurled at tbein. When we have an agitation like civil 
disohe«lieiice, lawlessness, is hound to fcdlow — it calls out the hooligan. 
I kmnv perfectly well that the lion 'hie members on the other siile of 
the House condemn that lawlessness as we condemn it, hut at the suine 
time, it is a fact that tJie agitation, spreml throughout the (anintry, 
following yeais of abuse of ( fovernmetit in the Imliau riess, is h<niiid 
to lead to general lawlessness. And what does that geiieiul lawlessness 
means? It means that the difficulties of the police grow inoie and im»r«. 
In my opinion the time has come when all reammahle men sliouhl now 
and at once call a halt to this movement of civil disobedience. Surely, 
it is a fiu't that, whatever may think, (ireat liritaiii is doing her 
best at this nn)meiit to evolve a nianner in which she can hand over 
the lespoimihilitN of (hivernment in this pnivince to the people of 
Bengal. I w<nild ask the nienihers of this Hcmse to rememlier that 
future which is before them. There are on that side of the House at 
this moment hon’hle members who will surely, within two years, he 
responsilde Ministers of Bengal sitting there and they will have to 
work under them, that p<dire fone against whieh to-day they have 
hurled all these unfounded and uiiauthenticated iiisiiuiatirms. 

Hr. fYAMAPflOfAD MOOKERJEE: May T ri«-e to a point of 
order? Is the hon’ble memWr entitled to say tbai the assertions made 
by a meraWr of this House are unfounded? 
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Mr. W. L. TRAVERSs With regard to the interruption T say that 
if any responsible member in this House has an authenticated case 
where the police have erred or overdone their duty it is the duty of the 
member t(j bring that complaint to the responsible authority for a 
due enquiry. 

In conclusion, for tlie sake of tlie future, I assure tlie hon^ble 
members of this House (they know it 1 am *'Ure) of the sympathy I 
have myself for their aspirations for self-government, and I ask them 
to treat the police force of this jirovime with more sympathy and with 
more justice. Remember the hai^Khips and the danger that have 
fallen to the lot of the prdice in this y>rovince. foi no fault of theirs, 
but bfH-ause of their simple and plain duty to His Maje^sty the King- 
I'hnperor, 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I had anticipated 
that when hon’ble members of this House come forward to move motions 
for reduction of the police grant, as it happened yesterday when there 
were motions for reduction of the Jail grant, hoji'lde meml>ers on the 
other side will liave a suspicion, and perhaps more tlian a suspicion that 
these gentlemen are persons who are sujiporting the civil disobedience 
movement; or in other words they are cdvil resisters in disguise. The 
hon’ble member, who has just preceded me, has read us a lecture on the 
civil disobedience movement which. I .supjuwe, has as little connection 
with the matter before us as the climate of Lapland. Yesterday, Sir, 
Mr. Fa/dul Hmi made the same < harge, trotted out the same* horse, 
against me by saying that in asking for reduction of the Jail grant— 
which T supported to show want of confideiice in tlie Jail administration 
I was supporting the civil disobedience movement. Sir, I want those 
hon’ble memlMus of the House to rememlier tliat the civil disobedience 
movement is not under discussion in this Council. If it were, I can 
assure my hon’ble friends that I should be using strong terms in condem- 
nation of the movemiMit, which T ileplore more than any member on the 
other side. If my friend, Mr. Fazlul Huq, had cared to stiuL' my public 
utterances, he would have found that I had not concealed my antipathy 
towards. that movement. He knows also that I am not in the habit of 
changing my opinions as one changes one’s clothes, like some other 
person whom he knows. If I were asked my opinion of the civil disobe- 
dience movement, I would say without hestitation that it was ill- 
conceived and ill-timed and, in the manner of its execution it has gone 
beyond the limits of even decency in some cases. Rut that is not the 
point before us. Because there is the civil disobedience movement, 
because there is lawlessness outside, because there is violence, because 
Ihere are robbers and looters outside, that is no reason for lawlessness 
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on the other side. When I ask this House to vote in favour of the 
reductions which have been proposed, I do not ask them to give the 
slightest support to the civil disobedience movement, but I ask them to 
record their disapproval of the excesses with which the police have been 
charged. Sir, the hon’ble gentleman op]>osite has been pleased to 
criticise the stories about the excesses of the police which my friends 
have given to the Council as “unfounded" ami “unauthenticated." 
That may Imve been his impresvsion obtained while he was sitting in his 
armchair under an electric fan, but that is not true. AVhen responsible 
members of tlie House come to narrate the incidents before us, they l»ave, 
at any rate, the right to expect that tlieir statements would be taken as 
responsible, and I am sure before this debate is eiuhul. the no\ise will 
hear other accounts from persons wln> have been eye-witnesses to s«>me 
occurrentes and whose veracity cannot be (|uestioned. Hut, Sir, T do 
not ask ^fr. Travers to rely on the statements of members of this 
Council. I wonder however if he attempted to grasp the truth about 
facts, which was indicated by the w'ay the Hon’ble Mr. Hrenti<‘e and 
other hori'ble niemhe?s nn behalf of (Jovernment trieil to rej)ly to the 
questions 1 l»ad the honour to put to them regarding the Mymensingh 
shooting. Tt must Imve been elear to the House, from tlie answers given 
by the hon’hle membc!'-. that for the p\itpose of foreing the passage 
of a wine cart which uas Miid to be re<juiied by the wine-dealers for the 
supply of li(|uor to the drinkers and <Irunkards in ^fymensingh. (lovern- 
inent thought it wortli while to risk the loss of life. The Hoii'hle 
Mini ster told Us tlial (hey had full knowledge and had aniieipated sueh 
opposition as reijuired (ailing out of the armed polite. I am not putting 
a single tiling whith is not to be found in the answers whieh were given 
by the hon’ble memlHU's oji belialf of ( lovernment . The op|K)sition 
came in the shaiie of people lying on the road, Idocking tin* way for the 
passage t»f the win** cart. An<l what was doiiey The Hori’bb* Mr. 
Prentice was asked to say wfietlier the Satyagrahis were responsible for 
anything other than that — for any opposition other than lying down the 
road, blocking the passage of tlie cart. He did not give a straight 
answer, but lie indicated tliat they threw brickbats, rather — I will not 
put it in that way — brickbats were thrown at the poli(‘t*. But by whom? 

5-4') p.ni. 

Were they thrown b\ the Satyagrahis? The Hon’ble Mr. Prentice had 
to admit that they were thrown not by those who were lying on the 
ground but by others, that is to .say, not by the Satyagrahis. That w'as 
the situation, Sir, a situation of great gravity had arisen and why? 
Because a w*ine cart was being taken for the benefit of drunkards and 
drinkers of Mymensingh. In these circumstances one should have 
thought that the authorities in charge of the police would be (he first 
^ the wine cart should be taken back and those persomi 

who had resisted should be prosecuted and taken to the police-station. 
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That would hare been the most sensible course. But no, that course was 
not taken and the passage had to be opened with force. I will assume, 
Sir, that a few brickbats were thrown. Then shots were fired. At 
whom ? Did those shots include those that were lyinj^ on the ground in 
the path of the cartP Well, Sir, at any rate some of them were shot 
at, they who had used not the slightest violence. Even supposing, Sir, 
that brickbats were thrown, should the j)olice have taken the steps that 
they didP Was it the right thing to do the Hon’ble Member was asked. 
He took shelter behind the lawful rights of tlie police. Sir, I venture to 
think that I have studied a little law and I am not prepared to accept the 
opinion of the Hon’ble Member with regard to the lawfulness of the 
things that were done, and if it were not a fact in India criminal cases 
are tried by persons wlio are themselves responsible for tlie occurrence, 
or by their subordinates, if it were not a fact that tribunals 
here are not an absolutely impartial body if j)eoj)le had 

confidence in the inijmrtiality of criminal justice in such 

cases, it could he demonstrated that all thiM was not 

within the law. But a.ssuming that it was within the lawful powers 
of the police, was it the right thing to do, was it the proper thing to doP 
Should the police have acted in the way in which they have acted as 
guardians of law’ and orderP The answer cannot hut he in the negative. 
If that is the use w’hich you are going to make of the ]>olice I do not 
think any right-minded man can give an unstinted 8uj>i><)rt to this 
demand for money for the police. I know. Sir, that the civil dis- 
obedience movement, the non-vi(dent nature of which has now become 
a mianomer, makes a great demand upon the ability and ])atience of 
the police, but having regard to their conduct on this occasion I ask the 
House to vote against this demand to express disapprobation of the whole 
policy which kas brought alx)ut this situation. Sir, I am opposed to 
this grant because I am opjmsed to the civil disobedience movement. 
For I make bold to s«^ that it is the Government that have brought the 
movement to a pass in which nothing but violence can meet the situation. 
Sir, the events of the last few months are not unknown to anybody. 
We know that when the salt movement was started what little response 
it really received from the country, and when everj’body was going out 
to manufacture salt in the hope of achieving martyrdom or going to 
jail, what a disappointment met them when tliey found that day after 
day passed without the Government arresting them. We know, Sir, 
that there was a considerable amount of doubt and misgiving even in 
the minds of those who went to break the salt law. But soon the 
Government turned over a new leaf and the welcome news came to the 
stttyagrahis that arrests were being made. Stories, often exaggerated no 
doubt, but also true stories were circulated of police attacks upon the 
salt manufacturers. Sir. what was the necessity for attacking these 
salt manufacturers P It was so very easy to deal with the situation 
otherwise than by using violence, otherwise than by making prisonera 
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of pooplo. Why could not the police go to these salt manufac- 
turers amd take charge of the salt manufactured by them for realising 
duty from them? That would have been a sensible and rational way of 
dealing with these people. But that was not done. Assaults were made 
upon the salt manufacturers and arrests were made in large nuiulwrs. 
Then the fact was on the fire. People who were doubtful of the success 
of the movement and even those who had ridiculed the movement now 
c^me forward, attracted by the chance of winning luurtyrdoiu and of 
winning an easy path to fame. Once the Government iiad showed its 
fangs new forms of the civil disobedience movement began to spring up 
and Government in a panic issued a number of ordi nam es and started 
police rule by violence, which perhaps, according to the estiiuaie of the 
Tlon’ble Mr. Prentice, was necessary. Sir. it might have been neces- 
sary from a narrow point of view; it might have Wen ueceswiry had it 
been merely a village disturbance created by rioters or a lawless body. 
But it was here the Government made a mistake. The Government had 
not the slightest idea that behind this civil disobedience movement, 
however unreasonable it miglit be and however ill-dircc1e<i it might 
have Wen, lay the life and mind of the nation at large. Sir, the objec- 
tive t(»vvar(ls whiidi the civil disohedience movement was directed was 
one with wliuh evcr\ Indian has the fullest .sympathy. Nutuiully, 
therefore, the re‘Jult of this repression was not that jieople were 
frighteneii out of their activity as tioverninent lioped they would — 
rather they were stimulated to greater energy — and even jieople who 
were lovers of jMJUce were whisked off from their position of pacificism 
and thrown into the arms of the law-breakers. Sir. I am speaking from 
personal knowledge tliat persons wlio were more than doubtful of this 
movement and who disapproved of it at the start were egged on to join 
it as a result of police excesses. 

I have known the case of n young Wy who had not much of 
nationalism in him and who went about in English clothes 

(Here the memWr reached the time-limit.) 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I shall not attempt to follow' 
tlie last speaker hut one, the leader of the European group of the House, 
in imputing motives to those who matle speeches in opposition to our 
views; I shall not say that Mr. Travers must have been feeling the effect 
of the civil disobedience movement on his trade and on his commerce 
and was smarting under a sense of injury and was therefore levelling 
(hargew right and left. I will not say that. 1 will asMiine that Mr. 
Travers takes Government accounts as gospel truths, and I will assume 
that Mr. Travers i** correct w hen he says that all policemen are the best 
men in the world. I shall assume that but I shall ask the House to 
consider whether the conduct of the police during the last few months 
has been lawful. As an individual having had something to do with 
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the praetice of law for the last 30 years in Calcutta I claim to have some 
knowled^re of the criminal law and I say that the only power given to the 
police is where an unlawful assembly does not disperse when commanded 
lo do so; the only power given to the police is that they may use force, 
but the force must not be unnecessarily violent and the police must not 
use such force as is not strictly requisite for the purpose of dispersing the 
assembly. During the last four months events have taken place in 
varioiiH ports of the y»roviuce. I shall deal with them one after the 
other and I shall first take up the case of Talcutta and then of Dacca 
and Midnapore. I shall not deal with the case of Mymensingh, the 
horrors of which have been very graphically described by a previous 
speaker. I saw in the streets of Calcutta, we have seen, not heard, 
not merely read in newspapers, young men and boys horribly beaten, 
beaten black and blue; I have seen boys in hospitals with tremendous 
wounds on their ])ersons received at the hands of the police. Only this 
morning T found five young men with bruises on tlieir persons who had 
been arrested in Ilurrabazar w^hile picketing so-called foreign cloth 
shops. They were taken to the police-station, beaten there and released 
at 12 o’clof k midnight. I say that all these things are not only 
connived at but arc done piactically under the orders ot the non'hle 
Members of the Executive (lovernment I say that becau.se when I put 
the (luesiiou yesterday whether Government had passed any orders 
objecting to young boys being hit and a.ssaulted, the lloii’ble Member 
replied by saying that tlie police had order.s to use (anes and lathi 
charges to disperse unlawful assemblies, and when I ])ressed the f|uestion 
whether these instructions included boys of lender age no arjswer was 
given. Presumably, therefore, the oialers do imdude the boys and 
youngsters, and I sa\ that if it is sanctioned by tlie Members of (fovern- 
ment it is no wonder that police men all the world over who are known 
to be apt t(» take an ell when given an inch will beat people while they 
are not members of an unlawful as.sembly but under arrest in j)olice- 
fitations. I do not know if the reports in the newspapers for some little 
time even under the ordinance of these unwarranted assaults on boys 
have dia\Nn llu‘ nttcntioii of the members of (iovernment and whether 
they were pleased t(» enquire into the matter. 1 am sure that if they had 
done so theM* things would have stopped in Calcutta. 

There is another aspect of the police activity in ('alcutta— what, 
un<ler the Penal Code, is called abduction of women. That is what the 
police are doing. You know that lately a lot of female picketers have 
been arrested by the police, put irito lorries, taken out into the interior 
and left there to find their way back home. I say it is abduction. If it 
i» a question of arrest which the police are empowered to do they should 
have taken the ladies to the police-station because the law says that as 
soon as you arrest an individual you must take him at once to the police- 
atatiou, but if you are not arresting a person, and if you use force on that 
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person nnd compel him to go somewhere where he is not bound to go, 
you are committing the offence of abduction. 

6 p.m. 

Then, Sir, we all know — the Hon’ble Members of (iovennnent may 
not know, but we all lesser mortals know — that iiiiuKent iu‘i>ons have 
been injured and arrested in the streets of Calcutta. Why was a younp 
Professor of St. Xavier’s College, who was purchasing a book in a book- 
shop in College Street, assaulted by the police.^ His sole crime was 
that he tried to defend himself from being as.saulte«l. He uas liauhMl up 
before a Magistrate and sentenced to six months’ rigoious imprisonment. 
That is the way tilings were and are still being done in the streets of 
Calcutta by the police. 

Sir, I do not think that many words are neces.’>iur\ fiom me to bring 
to the notice of this House the horrible state of affairs which the police 
have brought about in the streets of Calcutta. Yesterday we heard a 
limb of the Executive Council .saying that inasmudi as the civil disobe- 
dience movement started lawle.ssnes.s. it did not lie with us to complain 
against Government for using force. Sir, I do not think that that can 
be the sentiment of the whole body politic — of even this bureaucratic 
Government. But if that be so, T do say. Sir, that that has certainly 
not the sanction of the law; and betau'*e the other si<l(» is lawless, it does 
not authoiise the police t<» be lawless also. Then, Sir, I shall taki* up 
the case of l)a( ra. I should like to ineutioii the tact that in the Indian 
Legislati\c Assembls Mr. K C. Neogy made it perfectly clear tliut the 
police did not give any assistance whatsoever to the people wlio com- 
plained of assaults at the hands of hooligans. And, so tar as 1 remember, 
Sir. the f*n]\ iepl\ given b\ tlie Hon’ble the Home Member of 
the (rovernnient <tf India was that the matter was being* im|uired into bv 
the ( onimittee which was appointed on the 4th of June last, and on 
whose report Goveriimeiit would be able to make u statement. Well, 
Sir, that ('omniittee was apjiointed on the 4th of June last, and on the 
17th July the newspapers said they had suhmitted their report, and 
to-day is the 12th of August, and that report has not yet seen the light 
of day. I am afraid that if that rejiort were published, it would not 
help Government in getting any support for its failure to protect the 
unfortunate Hindus of Dacca. 

Then, Sir, I shall refer to the incidents of Midnapore, regarding 
which (he Hon hie Menihei has been pleased to give certifijutes to Mr. 
Peddie and Mr. Kidd for their “wonderful work’’ in that district. Sir, 
the wonderful work which Mr. Peddie has been doing is certainly 
apparent from the report of the non-official committee of inquiry which 
waa headed by my bon’ble friend Mr. Jatindra Nath Basil, who visited 
•everal parts of Midna(>ore in June last, and the most wonderful fact 
about this ex-soldier and civilian is that he is beating Ikivs as well as 
women, not to speak of men. 
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Tht Hwi'bte Mr. W. 0. R. PREMTICE! Afay I ask if Mr. Basu is 

prepared to take responsibility for this statement? 

Babu ilATI NORA NATH BASU : Yes. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I submit that the report 
of that Committee, short extracts from wiiich were read out by 
Mr. Neopy in the Indian liCgislative Assembly, and which, with your 
permisHion, I siuill read to this House, shows the way in which the police 
have l)eeii l)ehaviii^' in that part of the country, wljich is certainly not 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 dai e say these will not be very long. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: No, Sir. I shall read only 
two or thiee e^tra(•ts. 

The leport says: “Then they (the commissioners) re-entered that 
villaj.’e and went to the house of Mahendra Nath Samaiita and made 
not(*s of the <lumage which they saw there and which was said to have 
bep:i done by Ihe police that morning. The members found that a 
large numbei (d earthenware ves.sels in the house had been broken, 
some books, primary text-lmoks and j)apers had been scattered about in 
th<‘ veratidah and in the courtyard, a part (d the thatcdi ot the roof 
willi the fraineuotk Imd been jmlled down. Some j>addy bag-i had 
be(‘n cut open and juut of the <*ontents had been sti‘(‘wn about and 
pHuue j)umpl\ins smashed. The members next visited the liouse close 
by where they found a gill about 18 years idd in an advanced stage 
of pregimncN. Her name was Ambu. She wu’! lying {h)w n on the 
veramlah apparently stili suffering from sliock anti jiain. She was 
breathing with difficult}. Her eyes were (dosed with tears trickling. 
She made her statement with .some difficulty. She complained of her 
breast being twisted and of her being kicked on the hip.” 

If this is the wa\ — the luo.st delightful, the most magnificent, and 
the Tiiost wonderful wa\ — in which Mr. IVddie and his sulK>rdinate8 
work. I think, ex<*eptiug ]HwhapN the llon'ble Meml)ers of Government, 
no other pail of tliis House will support the (‘onduct of Mr. Peddie and 
his underlings —not even the Kuropean members. 

1'heii, Sir, 1 shall read another pas.sage. As a result of the examina- 
tiim of female witnesses, the Comiuittee says: “Seven female witnesaes 
were exaniinwl, some of whom .still Inire marks of injury on their 
pemons. All of them complained of .severe assault by I'anes, fiats and 
kicks. They also said that the clothes of .some of them had been torn 
oB their bodies, and they produced some such clothes. A middle-aged 
widow, Kurani Dasi, stated that she haid been so roughly handled and 
pulled about that she had fainted.’* 
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The Committee also found that, besides loss and destruction of 
household articles, grain, and foodstaff, there were several complaints 
of loss of cash. One wealthy respectable villager 

(Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. W. 8. Hopkyns): 

Mr. President, Sir, the time is already limited, and 1 will not attempt 
to go far into what we have heard this afternoon. We have heard 
fixim this side of the House (right) about incident after incident as 
the members have seen, or rather as they have heard ulxiut, them. But 
the descriptions that we have heard show to my mind how great has 
l>een the effect of that stream of virulent pnipuganda that Iuh been 
poured out into Bengal in recent years. Of the.se incidents, 1 will take 
the last, viz., the incident of the pregnant girl wdiose brea.sts are said 
to have l>een twisted, and 1 would ask Mr. J. N. Basu whether it i.s 
true that he told the 8ubdivisiounl Officer of Tomluk that he did not 
lielieve it and that it wa.s a false statement. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: No 

Mr. W. S. HOPKYNSl Well, Sir, I will now si>eak alnnit Mymen- 
singh, a district where I was the District Officer for u long time. 1 
proi> 0 'e lo Mply briefly to what m\ friend Mr. Satish (diandra Itay 
rhowdhuiy ha> said. But, before 1 do that, I should like to refer to 
Dr. Naresh Ohandra Sen Oupta’s remarks ulmut the inci<lent in the 
excise go<lown in Myinensingh, lH*cause it seems to me that liis attitude 
on that ijue>»tion illustrates the complete difference of attitude on his 
part and ours. Hi^ attitude <iii that (K’<*asion seems to have l>een this. 
Here aie the excise dealers, tlieiii'-ehes <)w*ner> of liijuor shops, wlio are 
liouud under their contraet to j»rovi<le li<|Uor. They cr)me along and 
sav : “We ’.vant a supply <d licpnu'. * The authorities know jierfectly 
well that lot of (ivil diso]»edience volunteers intended to n*sist the 
issue of liquor. Now, what did the civil disobedience people dol' They 
sent a c*ertain numlier of Iwys to go and lie down on the road in front 
of the cart, and many others went with them. The Additional Didrict 
Magistrate and Superintendent of Police, along with fine or two other 
officeis, ami a numWr of constables gfi to see that there is no disturbance 
of the t)eace. The cart was loaded and started on its way — a peifectly 
lawful thing to df». The volunteers lay down on the road U) stop it— 
wrhich is perfectly unlawful. The constables removed them. Xfivv 
what hapj^ens? The cn»wd, the satyagrahis, start stoning the fKiIice. 
What happ^ed next? The Additional District Magistrate waited for 
five minutes. 1 would ask the House to remember the extraordinary 
patience shown by the police who stood the stoning, the ill-treatment, 
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and <he abuse for these five minutes. Then they tried to disperse 
them. The trowd resisted, and then there was firing. What would 
Dr. Naresh (yhandra Sen Gupta have done? He would have given way 
and taken the cart back. 

Xow, Sir, I shall pass on to the Kishoreganj riots. Mr. Satish 
Chandra Ray Chowdhury has given u.s an account of a w’onderful 
di-ttrict in which there w'as peace and happiness until these unfortu- 
nate events happened. I'lifcHunately, Sir, I cannot believe it 
altogether, because I happened to be the District Magistrate of 
Myniensingh some years ago. I can remember that in those days 
there were money-lenders and debtors, and that at that time there was 
not very much ol kindly feeling between them. I can remember 
huvirtg to make arrangements to protect the money-lenders from 
anticipated riots <luring certain festivals which bring trouble between 
lliinlus and Muhammadan*^. Sir, T would not presume to refer to your 
»»wfi knowledge of the state of affairs in the subdivision of Tangail. 
Hut I would ask Mr. Satish ('handra Ray Chowdhurv whether it is not 
a fact that shortly before the riots he removed, or at any rate he 
julvisul the reiuo\'al of, one of the nuibs of a zamindnr. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I submit. Sir, 
that on account of intensive propaganda carried on by means of 
meetings winch were addressed hy preacher** the hve> of all persons 
were made miserahle and insecure. Threats were being used against 
the nail) referred to, and if the iiaib remained there, cejtainly he would 
have heeii done to death. The matter was brought t(i the notice of 
the District Magistrate, hut no action was taken. 

G-lo p.m. 

Mr* Wi 8* H0PKYN8S lhat is ns Mr. Satish ('handi'a Ray 
Chow’dhurv states. There was a meeting on the 7th, and on the 11th 
this outbreak took place. Hy the 16th the outbreak was suppressed. 

I would like to nsk (his House to remember that the outbreak described 
hy Mr. Satish f'handia Ray Chowdhury wa-i serious; this outbreak was 
suppressed within five da>s. In Mymensingh district in my time 
there were about l,HOt) police altogether. As you know, it i> a big 
district with fifty odd i>ol ice-stations. Ther-e are ordinarily one suC 
inspector, one assistant sul)-inspe«tor and perhaps half a dozen 
constahlos in each station. I think that that charge of Mr. Satish 
Chandra Ray Chow’dhury that the jxdice did not at once go and stop 
these riots in villages which are three miles off, is not altogether 
reasonable. It is a little difficult for a 8ul>-inspector to restrain a 
murderous gang of people with two or three constables. What 
happened was that immediate efforts were made by an inspector and 
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if, as mtntioned by Mr. Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, the Sub- 
divisional Officer had not come to the rescue of the inspector, the 
inspector would otherwise have undoubtedly been murdered. 

With rei?:ard to investigation I would like to read what the District 
Magistrate has to say about it. He recognises that the people say that 
enough of arrests have not been made. He says : "As regards the 
complaint that, while the initial disturbances were energetically dealt 
with, the subsequent proceedings have not been sufficiently vigorous, 
1 may say that we decided detinitely that selection of the accused 
persons to be charged was neces^ary in the cinmnistances of the situa- 
tion. The aus paddy crop was ready to be cut, and the jute crtq) was 
practically lipe. If, therelort\ we had gone in for wholesale house 
searches and arrests without first examining the cases repoHed in each 
village, it is possible that the wlnde of the Muhammadan tenantry 
w'ould have left the locality and the ultimate position would have been 
one of general scarcity and famine. Further, the Hindus of the 
locality were not themselves in favour of puni.shing the rank and file 
of the uhammiolaiH, their Impe being apparently that these people 
would return the doi'uments they had taken of their own accord once 
they realised that they had l>een misled in the matter of (lovernment 
sujijMOt.” I would just mention that he tells me in the same letter 
that ulie.oly a large niniilHU' of the really guilty |>eople who instigated 
this loriting ha\e been pbued under arrest. He refers to the question 
of the mis( hief iiiakers fi‘<»m outside. He says: “I have never jireteiided 
that mi.schief-makers fi‘om outside did not make use fd the ]K>sition for 
their own ends by telling the ignorant cultivators that (lovernment 
W(»uld not inter fere with them if they t(K)k buck their documents 
forcibly from the money-lenders. These aWttors came mainly from 
outside, but there were aDo a certain number within the affected areas. 

I obtuine«l a list of the latter early in the proceedings and most of 
them ha\e already been arrested.” I would put it to the House that 
that is an eminently souml and sober view for the District Magistrate 
to take of the jmsition, to go for the ring-leaders and arrest the 
lui.schief-mivkers and leave the cultivators to cultivate their crops. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; My speech 
related not to the fmt that in certain cases any obstacle should Ire 
put in the Aay of cutting paddy and jute, Imt I referred t-o the situa- 
tion created on account of sufficient number of arrests not being made, 
resulting in threatening of witnesses and stifling of cases. I gave 
one instatice. All I want is an assurance from Government that the 
present state of things will be remedied. It is not an accusation I 
made against the District Magistrate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ton are making a statement which you cannot 
do now. 
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Mr. W. S. HOPICYHSs With regard to the last point raised by 
Mr. vSatish Chandra Ray Chowdhnry, the alleged wounding of a witnessi 
the District Magistrate’s report, if you will trust my memory , of it, 
shows that there was a burglary in which a Maio was severely injured. 
According to the District Magistrate that has nothing to do with this 
case. Well, Sir, my whole point is this that you have in this case an 
example of good work done very quickly ; you have an example of how 
you can tnist the District Magistrate to finish off a job properly. I 
would deprecate very strongly any idea of savage treatment of the 
Mymeiisingh peasantry. He is an ignorant and superstitious man, 
but he is a go<Kl cultivator and he has very many good points. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: 1 find that according to the time-table the 
guillotine falls at i|uarter to seven. I should like to know' w’hat time 
the ITon’ble MemWr in charge of the department concerned would 
take to reply. 


Thi Hon'blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I will tiy and finish in ten 
minutes. 


Babu dATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, the Htm’ble Member has 
asked for this grant on the ground of the prevalame of the civil 
disobedience movement in its pre.sent form in the province. We in 
thin (’ouncil do not stand for the civil disobedience movement. The 
Hon ble Member has also ^.nid that the civil (liso])edience movement 
has not been us non-violent us it has been .stated to be, and therefore 
the executive has hud to take measures which have lendered a larger 
police force necessary. So far as the district of Midna]>ore is concerned, 
there were complaints of excesses by the police ami a niimWr of men 
came on deputation to Calcutta, asking people to make enquiries. A 
meeting was held and a (ominittee of eniiuiiy was apj)ointed. I was 
included in that committee of enquiry and I went to the subdivision 
of (\)ntai in the district of Midnaimre. When T happened to arrive 
at a village one morning I found that there had been a police raid 
within an hour, The indice and the Subdivisional Officer were there. 
I was taken to some of the houses of the villagers. In the first house 
that I entered 1 found the domestic utensils and other things pulled 
almut, thrown dow'n and smashed; I also found a part of the thatx^h of 
a hut pulled down from the roof, and as sometimes happens in the 
houses of cultivators, there were a number of pumpkin? hanging and 
those pumpkins had not only been pulled down and smashed, but the 
police not lieiiig satisfied with this made holes in them by their lathi* 
so as to make them unfit for human wnsumption. T also found some 
bags of seed grains cut open and the seeds thrown down into the 
mud of the little court-yard of the house and mixed up with the mud. 
We all know how valuable these seed grains are to the poor peaeants. 
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Ht. A. K. FAIL-UL HUQ: Sir, as the time at my disposal is short, 

I do pot wish to say anytbinp in reply to the personal allusions that 
haveg|>een made. But I wish to nay a few words to make the position 
of our party clear. So far, Sir, as the main motion, i.e., the demand 
is concerned, the Moslem memhers are practically unanimous and they 
will vote in favour of it if any division is called. As rejfards the 
motions for reduction, we have decided to vote as»inf«t all these motions 
except the one which stands in the name of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee 
which seeks to raise a discussion as to the alleviations of police 
excesses in their attempts to deal with the civil disobediem e movement. 
We need hardly say, Sir, that we are committed to oppose this 
movement— but some of the members of our vrroup are of opinion that* 
there have been excesses committed by the police — some members have 
borne personal testimony to the fact, and there can be no doubt, that 
in certain cases the police have vfone beyond limits. We do not, of 
eourse, mean to suvrvrest that thi.s has been done under the authority 
or at the instijration of the superior oHiiers. I may tell my friends 
that so tar as 1 am concerned. 1 do not believe 911 per cent, of all 
that appear in other newspapers. 1 have seen false thinjis attributed 
— ut thinvis who h I ha\e never spoken. Therefore, Sir, so for 
ns the newspafiers are conceriH'd, 1 always throw them into the waste 
paper basket. So far as the motion of Mr. Syamaprosad Mooker^ 
is comerned. Muhammadan memhers are prepared to vote for it, not 
as a vote «»t censure but to draw attention to the fact that there have 
been really cases of excesses committed by the jiolice in which even 
Muhamiuu<lans. who luive had really nothinvr to do with civil 
di.sobc‘dien< e. have received lathi blows. With these few words I wis|i 
to say that so tar as the main motion is concerned, if it is put to vot^*, 
we will \ote sedid in its favour: as revrards the other motions we will 
oppose tlic’in ; and as re^rards the* motion of Mr. MookerjcM*. the 
majority of tiie iiiemliers of our v^roiip are of opinion that they will vote 
for it, in order to clraw the uttcuition of the Hon’ble Member to the fact 
that there have been in sonic cases excesses committed by the* police. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: I rise to spcMik firstly on the ground 
that Mr. Tiavei-.s made certain allegations whic h ought to be traversed 
In the first place, lie sc»eiiis to imagine that there is some kind of ii 
subtle link or bond between us and those who are practising civi! 
^disobedience. He has no right to make any such statement, as th( 
very fact that we have come here is proof positive that we diffei 
from those who are carrying on civil disobedience. In the , seconc. 
place, Mr. Travers used an expression to which I take very scrioui 
^ception. He used the word unauthenticafed ** a niimher of time# 
with regard to the statements of various acts of police oppression wbicl 
were given' out by tarioua members of the House. Mr. Travers ougbl 
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to Idealise thgi^ evei-^ one of m, Indian members of the House, is at 
least as responfible in making a statement as any gentleman sitting to 
our right; and it would not do to flout any statement made by an Indian 
member of the House by merely calling it ‘^unfounded^’ or 
unauthenticated. In the third place 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: May I rise on a point of personal 
explanation? I have no desire for one moment to make personal 
aspersions on any member of this House, hut my point is that there 
have been unfounded aspersions made on the police. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: 1 submit, Sir, that Mr. Travers is^ 
,^Jiot quite well informed. Ills point is that we who make these 
allegations against the police should go to the < oiirts for redress. I 
ask Mr. Travers to go to court with me, and lie will find out that 
when any complaint is made by him against the police, he will bo* 
beset with any number of difficultit's. If it be against a person who 
ranks as a “public .servant” we have got to get the .sanction of 
Mr. Prentice for it, and it will take some doing before we get the 
aanctioii of Mr. Prentice for the pro.secution of a public oftiier. If 
it is against a constable or a sergeant, the Ihdice Magistrate will have* 
to refer tlie matter to the C’ommissioner of Polne, and we know what 
the Commissioner of Police does. He dismisses it merely by saying 
there is nothing in it. Therefore the best tiling for Mr. Travers would 
be to adopt some disgui.se 

Mf. W. H. THOMPSON* I would like to call attention to» 
unauthorised aspersions on the Commissioner of Police. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: As 1 was saying, these gentlemen,, 
however well informed they may be about matters of business, know 
nothing about the poli(‘e; tliat is the great difficulty. Tbu* 
Commissioner of I’olice is in that state of mind in which he cannot 
believe anything against any of his subordinates. It is a cane ef 
extreme loyalty to subordinates. All I wish to say is this : If 
Mr. Travers would try and hide hini.self in some bookshop in front of 
the Presidency ('ollege, and see what goes on there from day to day 
he will come and vote with me. Let him try this experiment. 
fOou as a boy comes and stands on the opposite side of the Presidency 
Allege and shouts “ Bande Mataram ” the sergeant at once runs % 
him, kicks him in the face and batters him down to the ground, Ahi 
then throws him into the jail van. That is what is being done in tho* 
name of law and order by those who call themselves public aervants* 
Neither Mr. Prentice nor the Chief Secretary’ knows anything about itui 

Tht HoiPblf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIC|: Sir, I was glad to hear 
that Mr. Faxl-ul Huq and his party did not intend to vote against th» 
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grant, but I was sorrj* to hear him say that the^ wolilif Tote 
cut proposed by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. For it seems to me (bat 
the two positions aie entirely irrecom liable. Mr. FatKul Iluq s^iil 
that he did not believe 99 per cent, of what appeared in the newspajW'ra 
nor that it was Government’s policy to do these things. There, were, 
however, some members of his party who, he .sai«l, knew personally 
that there had been some exc’es.ses or violence < ommitted by the police 
in some individual cases. This is entirely different from the 
allegation of Mr. vSyamaprosad Mookerjee that there is a deliberate 
policy of oppre.ssion and repression pursued hy Government. Thif* 
I gather Mr. Fazl-ul Hu<( does not support. Therefore, it seems to 
me that the two positions are entirely irreconcilable. Apart from that, 
I entirely deny Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee’s statement. I do not 
believe myself that he could personally vouch for any of the occurrences 
be mentioned, except the (use he examined himself about which I 
accept his statement. If tin* occurrences had been brought to my 
notice, I could have had emjuiries made. Hut so far as I am aware, 
not a single (uie of these cases was lo’ought to my notice. 

As the time at my disp<»sal is short, I cannot deal with all thu 
incidents nderred to by the vanoun speakers. I can only refer briefly 
to the more important of them and first must <-om«* the case that waa 
mentioned by Hai Hahadtir Keshab (’hundra Hanarji. Now that really 
is a sad case, because there a young bt»y in the very prime of lift* has 
met Ills (b*ath in a melee during tuie of the distui bames in DatTa. 
rnfortunatt‘l\ . I cMiinot accept the stalt‘ment of facts as given by the 
Hai Bahadur, because I have just received the in(|uest report of the 
District Magistrate. It sliows that far from the road being empty and 
iiobocly being there ex(t*pt tlu* ptdice, what happened was that there was 
a crowd both at the eiiframe to the college and on tin* roail. 
Mr. Hodson, the Superintend(‘nt of Police, who was driving down the 
College Hoad to go to his office saw this cTow'd and came along to see 
what was happening. Finding an unlawful assembly he then dividtul 
hi# force and put half under the st*rgeant wlni was in charge and asked 
him to clear the road to the east while he himself t(w>k the other half 
and cleared the road to the west. In the melee that ensued tin* l>oy, 
sustained injuries from which he died. But the accounts given by 
Syamaprosad Mtaikerjee on the basis of the statements of various 
gentlemen of Dacca do not <juite ( oincide with the official versions-^ ^ 
one of which is that of the Civil Surgeon who saw the boy alive in the 
oollt^ge building and another is that of the Assistant Surgeon who held 

post-mortem examination. The post-mortem report says that there 
were only five wounds found at the inquest on that hoy’s body. That 
iUU Ridhu Bhusan Pal, Teacher of Medical 

Jurisprudence in the Mitford Hospital. 

Mr. JIYAMAPROSAD MOOKEMEEl The second report wai 
posted fran the steamer. 
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^Tlii Mr. W. A. R. PfffiflTlCEl tl everyOung that a 

Ooverament officer aays is lake and forged, then I have notiuHg Jnore 
to «ay. 

One was a swelling on the outer side of the right eyebrow with a 
UMall abrasion in centre. The second was a swelling about 1 by § inch 
Irstwe^ the right ear and the right eye. The third was a swelling 
iffiout 1 by J inch between left ear and left eye. The fourth was an 

S 'asion at back of left elbow about the size of a 4-anna bit, and the 
h was an abrasion about the size of a pea on the right knee in front. 
Colonel Bam ford saw the boy alive in the college and examined him. 
He found that the only external mark on the boy’s head was a small 
one, hardly more than about one quarter of an inch 


Mr. AYAMAPROSAO MOOKERdEE: Then, did the boy die out 

of sheer cussodiiess 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The final conclusion of * 
the District Magistrate is that the boy died of misadventure, and ^ - 
Oovemiuent are advised that oii the evidence — 21 witnesses wera*'-. 
examined — no other finding is possible. This, as J have said, is one 
of the saddest of cases — a young promisijig boy who in the prime of 
life met his death in the circumstances I have explained. All that I 
can say is that it was no policy of repression or savage oppression 
which brought about the boy’s death, and that our deepest sympathy 
out to his relatives. 

There have been variotis allegations also made by Mr. Mookerfee, 

He has referred to the causes of the death of Ajit Bliattacharji and I 
have just given you the facts. As regards the Khulna case of the 
wife of Babu Nagendra Nath Sen, what happened was that the lady 
was wounded and the District Magistrate promised to hold an enquiry. 
When he wanted to go to the lady’s house, he received a letter from 
the sons of the lady in which they said that the> were not willing that 
she should be examined; so no enquiry was possible. Mr. Chatterjee 
made some allegations about the beating of boys in Calcutta. All I 
ran say is that it sc*ems unlikely that wounds could be inflicted by th© 
poli<‘e with such weapons as split canes. However, as no complafhlir 
have been made to us. all I can say is that the allegations have no 
support save the statement of the hon’ble member who made them. 


6-45 p.m. 

Regarding Contai it is true that Mr. Basu went downityipe 
unfortunately the report that we have from Mr. Peddie'"^rigardfog 
events there is diametrically opposed to that given by 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! Order, order, the Hon'ble Member mW. re«piii«f 
his seat, ms the time limit is reac hed and I must forthwith put emy 
question necessary to dispose of the demand under disc ussion. 1 find 
that, of all the amendments now before the House, Mr. Syumaprosad 
Mookerjee’s amendment is considered to be the most important by 
Hindu axs well as Moslem members. 1 will, therefore, put 
amendment to vote. Councirs decision on that will f?overn th© Dita al 
the rest. t 

The motion that the demand for Rs. 8,7S,tMM) under the head **20.*if 
Police ” be reduc‘ed by Re. 1 (in order to raise u di.^c ussion as to tW 
conduct of the police and the excesses committed by them during the 
last four months) was put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Alt, Maulvi Hanan. 

•aktii, Mmtvi tyttf 
eal, Mr. iarat Chanira. 

•aaarji, Mai taliadur Kaafiab Ctiandra. 
iaaarli, Mr. I*. 

Eatu, latHi Jatifidra Nath. 

Baau. Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

■•M, Mr. t. M. 

■ural, tabu Oahul Chand. 

Ohattarjaa, Mr. •. C. 

Cbaudburi, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Alimuuaman. 

Ohowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohani. 

Oat, Babu tatyandra Kumar. 

•a% Nat Bahadur Kamim Kumar. 

OuCt, Nai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 
iuaurji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Yaxlullaiit Maulvi Muhammad. 

Ohaaa, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Ouha, Babu Prafulla Kumir. 

Nahim. Maulvi Abdul. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azinil. 
HiRua, Kali Emdadul. 

Naaaaifi, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Nu«i, Khan tahib Maulvi Bailul. 

Mur, Mr. A. K. Fatl-ul. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 


Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Law, Mr. Bufdfidra Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mittra, Babu Aarat Chandi’a. 

Maoharjaa, Mr. tyaiMipraaad. 

MuhhRTjl, Rai Bahadur taliah ehahdra. 
MuhhoiMdhaya, Rai tahib tarai Chandra. 
Faddar, tath Hunuman Fraaad. 

Rai hat, Mr. Fratantia Dab. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Oab. 

Ray, Babu Khaltar Mahan. 

Ray, Babu Naatndra Narayvn. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu Batlth Chandra. 
Raut, Babu Hatani. 

Ray. Babu Haribanta. 

Ray. Babu tatyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Bijay Fraud ainih. 

Ray, Mr. tailatwar lingh. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Ray, Mr. Bhanti thahharatwar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra, 
lahana, Babu tatya Kinhar. 
tamad, Maulvi Abdwa. 
tan Ounta, Dr. Naraah Chandra, 
thah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid, 
tinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayhih 
at Naahipur. 
tirur, Or. tir Nilratan. 


NOEt. 


Maulvi Bhaih Rahim. 

Baair Uddin, Maulvi Mahammad. 
j^iandy, Mf. E. N. 

N. M. 

■elMMdhari, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaBzur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi tyad Otman Haidar. 

0mrk, 


•r. i A. 

, Mr. 4 d. 

Mr.lL 0. 


pain, Mr#M.,il. 
Muali. 

iir...#. 


Farauui, tha Hanbla Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

Farrutar, Mr. d. Campball. 

Oanguli, Nai Bahadur iutil Kumar. 
Ohuxnavi, tha Han’bla AlhadJ tir 
Abdalharim. 

Oaanha, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 

Oardan, Mr. A. O. 

Ouha, Mr. F. N. 

Oumar, Mr. C W. 

HagB. Mr. 0. F. 

Haphynt, Mr. W. t. 

Haaatn. Nawab Muthamif, Khan Bahaiiirb 
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HiMMin, Hailtvi Laufat. 

Katam, Maufvi Abul. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. t. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Mafuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Hon'bia Mr. A. 

MaOluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mtfitr, Iht Nan'bla Sir Rrovaah Chundar. 
Mhiiiak, Mr. Muiiunda Bahary. 

Naf, Ravarand B. A. 

Naiimuddin, tha Hnn’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Nalaan, Mr. «l. W. 

Nartan, Mr. M. R. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. E. 

RinnafI, Mr. L. tt. 

Prantiaa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. D. R. 


Rahman, Mr. A. F. * 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur* 

Ray, tha Hon’bla RufMr Shib 
Bhakharaawar. 

•aadatullah, Mauivi MuhammBd. 

•arkar, lir Jadunath. 
tarkar, Rai fahib Rabat! Mohan. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Slaplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Btaan, Lt.-Col. H. B. 

Stavana, Mr. H. S. E. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Sumnar, Mr. C. R. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 


Th(‘ Ayes M and the Noes oi; the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As it is not necessary to put the other 
amendments I would now put the oriprinal demand to vote. 

The motions ol Mr. Shanti Shekhareswur Itoy, Mr. S. M. Bose, Bahu 
Satish CMiandra Hay (’howdhury, Bahu Satyendra Nath Hoy and Rai 
Buhiuhir Keshah (’handra Baiiarji uere not put and were deemed to be 
covered by the decision on the previous motion. 

1 he motion that a sum of Rs. 8.7S,t)00 In* jiranted under the head 
“ 2h. — I*oli(‘e ” for the current financial year, to meet anticipated 
extra expenditure in connection with civil disobedience and other 
similar movements was then put and a^“reed to 


Adjournment. 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 13th 
August, at the Town Hall. Calcutta. 
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ProeeeiAp of tho Bengal Logislativo Council atsambM under the 
provisions of tho Covornmont of India Act. 


Thk Coi Ntn. met in the ('mim il (’hnmher in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on AVedne'^dav, tlic Idth Aufru^t, 1930. at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. I’le^ident <the Honhle Itaja Sir M.anmaTHa Nath HaY 
CiiArimi Ri, ivT , of Santiishi in the (’hair, tfie four Htin’hle Memhers 
of the Executive (’ouioil, tfie thiee Ilon’hle ^^iui‘'ter^ and 119 
nominated and ele( ted iuenii>e?N. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Sunderbans and settlements. 

*30. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will tlm 

Hon’hle Member in charire of the Heveiiue Department he pleiijted to 
^t^lte whethei a!t\ re|U’e‘'entiitinn ha*' lM*en n‘ct*iv<‘fl imm the Sunder- 
hans Landholdciv’ As-'Ofiation repii'Hiuitiiijr the prupnetoiH and the 
eettlemeiit holdi*!*' of land', in the Sumleihaiis rejraidin^r Mcttlements 
ui;der the Jtiile*. of 1S30 and 

(/j) It the aiiNwer to (a) i*' in the atlii iiiatiM*. will the Hon’hle 
MeniWi U* plea‘'<‘d ^tate wliat ai (mn has he<*n taken hii redreHsinj^ 
the jrrieAances ((Uiiplaiiif'd of 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): Ves. 

(//) The matter has lieen undf'r the considfMntK n of (ioxernment 
and oniei's will U* issu<>d shortly. 


Dolai khat at Dacca. 

*31. Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the Hon’hle 
Member in cbarjre of the Irrigration I)e|Kirtrneiit Im* [>leuf*<*<l to ntate 
what iirtioii, jf any, has been biken for the cauali.sation of the Dolai 
khal at Dacca? 
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MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPiffiTMENf (th* 
Nofi’ble AlhadJ 8ir Abdelk«riiii Ghuznavi): No aotion has yet been 
taken. The scheme is about to be administratively approved. 


Hunger-strike of the politieal prisoners in the Mymensingh \ 

*32. Mnulvi ABDUL HAk^llS Will the Hmrble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) ]L>(»partment be please<l to state — 

(i) the circumstances which led to the hunger-strike of the 

jxditical prisoners in the Mymensingh Jail on or about the 
Dth .Tuly, 

(ii) whether it is a fact that Mr. Fox. the Superintendent of 

Mymensingh Jail, assaulted a political under-trial prisoner 
named Jitendra Chandra lio%’ on the Jith July, 19J10; and" 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that the political under-trial and convicted 
jirisoners were and are l)eing supplied with bad diet in 
contravention of the Jail rules and legulations y* 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hotl*hle Sir Provssh Chundsr Mitter): (/» On tlie morning oi the 9th 

July the Superintendent of the Jail found an under-trial prisoner 
crying and complainiiig that he had l»(*en assaulted. The 
Superintendent directed him to return to Ins ward and promised 
to investigate the lase during his rounds. {)n arrival at the prisoner's 
ward the Sui>erint<uident called tor the complainant and asked him 
to point out his assailant. whereiijMUi tln‘ i omjilaimint indicattnl a 
fellow-prisoner. While the Superintendent was listening^ to the eom* 
plainnnt's statement <»ne of the other prisomus eiMifined in the wan! 
stepi^ed forward, jnissed the Su|>ei intendent, and called the complain- 
ant a liar and abuseil him. The SuiM'rintondent thereuium restniined 
his f>risnnfr taking liim by the arm and telling him to return to his 
dace as he had not been called upon to give evidence of to say Any- 
!hing. The Superintendent then ordered the complaining pn^isoner„ 
he »llege<l assailant and the prisoner who had stepped forward to 
nterfere, to be taken to the jail office where the Superintendent warned 
he Inst prisoner for swearing and calling another }>risoner a liar and 
tent him hack to his ward. The last prisoner made no complaint to 
he Su|>erinteiident of having been assuultesl. The Sui>erin ten dent 
hen disiKised of the original complaint of a.ssault lietween two iirisoners. 
it was later re|>orte«l to the Sujierintendent that certain iwisonera had 
refused to eat their fiKid a.s one of them had been touched by the 
Superintendent. When the Superintendent made his rounds on the 
following morning no prisoner made any complaint to him d ^ving 
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been assaulted hp him. On the same day 24 prisoners who had 
^ refused their foo# t(K)k their midday meal and all the other piisoners 
took theii* evening meal. 

(Ti) It is not a fact. 

Hi) No. 


Assessmont of Bundorbans osUIm, 

^18. BtfiM 8AIIAT ONAITDRA UlTtRA: Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to stale what 
action has been or is being taken to redress the grievances embodied 
in the meAioriafs subOiitted by tbe Britijth Indian As<loc«ition, Bengal 
landholders Ai<sf>chiftioh. BakArganj liOiwIholder^ Assoeiiitmit and 
Snnderbaits Landholders’ Association regardfing assessment ol efftateeP 

The Hofi'ble Bir PROVABH CHUNOER MITTER: The matter has 
been under (he consideiation of Government and orders will be isMueil 
shortly. 


*34. Bahu BARAT CHANDRA MITTRA: Will the llon'ble 

Mombei 111 n{ tin* Ur\cinn‘ Dcpartiiieiil be ]ileas<* 4 l to state what 

to tl(»n h(» has taken ot int 4 *n(ls to takt‘ <»n the niattiM* ol th(» <b‘]niiaiion 
from the lliitisli Indian A'*^o(iation uhieh waited on him on tlie loth 
Fchiiiary histy 

The Hon*ble Sir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: The matter has 
been under the c onsideratnm of Government and orders will lx* issued 
shortly. 

fChiil Bahidor Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the non’ble Member 
be pleased to state what was the subject matter of the deputation of 
the British Indian Association 

Th# Hofi’M Bif PROVABH CHUNDER MItTERS The subject 
matter was the assessment of the Sunderbans estates. 


OnMiiagn of oirtaifi areas in Hooghly Bader and Baranifiora. 

•35. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Irrigation Deportment aware that a deputa- 
tion un hit piedecessor in office on 18th March, 1929, which 
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urged the adoption of a scheme for saving an extensive area of land 
from inundation caused by the overflow of the rivers Ghea, Kunti, 
Kedarmati, .Tola, Julka and the Saraswati in the Sad&r and the 
Seranipore subdivisions in the district of Hooghly, to which the Chief 
Engineer, Mr. Addams-Williams, on behalf of the Hon’ble Member, 
gave a sympathetic reply and piomised to visit the affected area? 

(h) Will the Hnn’ble Member be pleased to state what action, if 
any, has been taken in the mutter? 

The Hofi’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVf: (a) Yes. 

(b) The dam across the Passar khal at Baldip, which prevented 
the Kunti water discharging freely into the Saraswati, has been cut 
and the dense jungle in the I*assar khal cleared. Gauge readings have 
been taken and these indicate that the Kunti and Saraswati are the 
correct outfalls for the drainage. Kstimates for their improvement will 
be jneimred, if it is found that the rem(»val of the Passar khal dam is 
insulfi< ient to clear the drainage. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state what other steps have been taken to prevent inundation by rivers 
otlier than Kunti? 

Tha Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I have 
nothing to add to my answer. 


Review of the rooommendatiofis of the Simon Commission. 

*36. Raji Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of 
NashipUr: Will the Hon’ble MeinlH*!' in charge of the Revenue 
]ye}>JU'tm<‘rit he pleased to state whether the (iovei ament of Bengal in 
their review of the Simon (’ommission recommendations supjsu'ted •)r 
<»pl>osed the following remarks cd' the Indian Statutory Commission — 

(#) “in Bengal where the ‘|s*rmaiient setthunent’ exists, there 

Is no jK)SHibilit\ of nnsing land revenue vvithiuit hrrakintj 
this very long-standing agreement” (page 220, Part VIII, 
('hapter d, vcdume 2. R^i’ommendations) ; and 
Hi) “in India the princi|i«il tax leviiMl in rural areas for local 
purjXKses is a surcharge or a c‘ess on the land revenue or 
rent. The rate in many of the pn>vinces is subject to n 
maximum of one auim in the ru{>ee, and ha.s remaineil 
unchanged for over 50 years. There was j>n>bably some 
justification for this imposition of a limit in the last cen- 
tur\*, since the land revenue wa.s then a veiy high propor- 
tion of the net pnxluce, and other cesses were levied on 
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land for provincial and imperial purposes. All the other 
cesses were abolished in the beginning of this centurj’, and 
the land revenue policy since the war has tende<i to restrict 
increases of assessments at the iwimlical resettlements. 
There is no longer any excuse for the retention of this 
limit, esi>ecially in the |X't*manently-settleil provinces'* 
(page 244, Part VIII, ('hapter 4, volume 2. Kecmnmenda- 

tioiis) ? 

The Hon'bleSir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (y) and Hi) The 

review of the recymimendations of the Simon rommission by the 
Government j»f Bengal is at present confidential. 


Names of the proprietors of printing presses from whom seourity 
deposit has been demanded under the Ordinance. 

*37. Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Hon'hle 
]Meniher in cluiige (d the Political Department he pleuHe<l to lay on 
the tahb* a statfonent •'howitig the names of the proprietors of prittting 
presses and newspai>eis f?om w Imni security deposit has Keen demanded 
under the new ( frdifiame without giving any previous warning? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): A statement i.s laid on tlie tuhle. 


Jsfatemeut rvfrrrrd to in the repJif to Btorred tfueittion ;Ve. .77 xhoirnu; 
the innnrji of keepers of presses and printers and puhlishers of 
nexespopers fnmi whom serurttp xras demanded under the Indian 
press Ordinance without warntnij. 


(l) — PRKSSFS. 


Nariisifi of 

Xatni'H of prr*aa<‘s. 

Homarka, 

1. Hftbu Hmjerutra Nath Gupta . . 

2. tiabu Hemanta Kumar Daaa 

3. Babu Haikmlra Nath t.utia Koy 

4. Ilabu Mukuiiila Lai Hurman 

5. Babu Unj lal Arora 

Sad liana Pr^aa. 

Indian Daily N<»a«i Prr*a«. 

Src*** Saranwati Prr*aa. 

Hurman Printing Proaa, 

Punjab Fin<* Art Prf3a» 

Sulmofpjcntly 

e. Babu Bam Lai^an Singh 

7. Pran Kumar Majum<lar 

Rajput Preaa. 

Jugabarta Prem. 

rfcofiNidiorrsI 
and oxainptad 
from ilftfHMut of 
WM-urity. 
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names of keepers. 

I" Names of plbsaeg. 

RemaNcs. 

*• . 

H. Baba Narendra Nath Chattarjee 
9. Babu Mrinai Kanti Uhosh 

10. Babu Ambica Prosad Bajpai . . ' 

Popular Printing Works. 

Sree Qouranga Press. 

Indian National Press. 

[ 

11. Babu Mulchaad Agarwsla 

12. Babu Ramananda Tewary 

13. Babu Lokendra Mohan 3en 

Babu Kshitindra Molian Sen. 

14. Babu Jyotish Chandra Sen Gupta 

Viswamitra Press. 

Jagadish Press. 

Sen Press. 

Bichitra Press. 


13. Babu Bidhubhuaan Sarnadar . . 

Alipur Duar Press 

Subsequently 
exempted from 
deposit of se- 
curity. 

If. Babu Robindra Nath Das 

17. Babu Indu Bhusan Sarkar 

18. Babu Kriahnadhone Cliatterjee 

Sarala Printing Worka. 
Jugamantra Press. 

Prokash Press. 

Ditto.' 


(it ) — STewspapees. 


Names of publishers and printers. 

Names of newspapers. 

Remarka. 

1. Babu Omadatta Sharma 

Vikram. 


2. Babu Nirode Baran Das 

Dscily Hitervadi. 



Mfi SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY s Will tho Hon’ble Member 
|>6 pleased to state whether it is not the ^•eneral practice to ffive a 
W'aruing before a deposit is detuund(Ml. 

Thf Hofi’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE ! Yes, now it is. 

Mr. 8NANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY; Will the Hon ble Member 

be pleased to state whether any warning was jiriven in these cases P 

Th6 Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; Government did not 
eonsidej It necessary. 


Publio H«elth organisation. 


•88. Mr. 8. M. B08E: Will the Hon'ble Minister in cbapge of 
the Loral Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a itatement showing? for each of the years 191^7-28 to 1929-30—' 

(i) the amounts sanctioned for Public Health organisation in 
districts ; and 

f#) thf amounts actually spent thereon ? 
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mmuwAstY u cmummBMt. lmjml •ii#*«0¥i«fiiiiNT 

MnpTMCMT <Wlr. CL Ws Cimiir); (t) It is presumed tlie 

Tefere&ce in paragraph (t) is to budget provision. The figures ere es 
ioUows : — 


Budget Pbovision. 

Rs. 

1927.‘.\S ... a.(M),(K)0 

1928- 29 ... G,(M).009 

1929- .‘10 ... 


(it) The grants paid to distri(‘t boaids were as follows: — 


1927- 28 

1928- 2ft 
192ft-.‘U) 


Rs. 

2.15.(>02 

4.24,050 

0,02.370 


Classification of prisoners. 

• 39 . Mauivi 8 YED JALALUDOIN HA 8 HEMY: Ui) Is lae 

Hon’hle Aleinliet in cliarge ot the Politiral (Jails) Department aware 
of the tact that Mr. Suhhas ('handra Bose and many other tM)liti(»l 
prisoner** of the Alipore (Vntrul Jail have taken to hunger-strike? 

{If) It so, Mill the Hon hie Meiiiher he pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 

(ct What measures have the (foveniiuent adopted to meet the situa* 
tion ? 

{(I) What is the scale of diet of clasH prisoners? 

(e) Will the Hon’tde Member l»e pleased to state whether tlio try- 
ing Magistrate or the Oovernmeiit is the final authority to clasBify 
prisoners in <lifferent classes according to theii social status and 
position ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirahility of placing all 
the literate political prisoners into the same class? 

Vlih MMi*b(e Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) It ws. 

reporteil that they did go uud gub8e<|uently reported that they were all 
taking their f(X)d. 

(h) The ostensible reason given was to protest against the systara 
of classification of prisoners recently introduced by the Oovammeitl*^ 
of India. * ^ 
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(c) The cases of individual prisoners who submit representations to 
Government regarding their own classification are dealt with oil their 
merits. 

(d) and (e) The member is referred to volume I of the rules for tho 
superintendence and management of jails and subsidiary jails in 
Bengal, rules 025 A, 905 and 1052. 

(/) No. The general principles on which differentiation between 
different classes of prisoners is to be made have been recently laid 
down by Ihe Government of India after consideration of official and 
non-official opinion in the provinces w ith a view to obtaining uniformity 
in the different provinces. 

Khifi Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hoirble Member 
aware that the (Vide which he referred to in bis reply is not available 
to the public P 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I believe it 

can be purchased. 1 have, after ceitain suggestions were made to me, 
issued instructions for publication in the Gazette. 


Chandana river. 

^40. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (ol With reference to the 
reply given to starred (luestion No. 55 asked at the meeting of the 
Bengal Legislative (Vmncil held on the 29th February, 1930, will the 
Hon'hle Member in charge of the Irrigation Department lie pleased 
to state whether iiny decision has been arrived at or is likely to be 
arrived at in the near future with regard t<» the scheme for the 
improvement of the river Chandana? 

(6) Is the alternative scheme referred to therein still under 
investigation? 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (n) No 

dec'ision has yet been arrived at. 

(/O 1'he alternative scheme is .still under investigation. * 

MiUlvi ABUL KA8EM: Will the Hon ’hie Member be pleased to 
state whether a decision will be arrived at in the near future? 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The 

<|ue8tiozi of improving the Chandana river is a complicated and 
^difficult one and therefore it must necessarily take time before a 
deciiion is arrived at. 
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Milrivi ABUL KASEMs When is the decision on the alternniive 
scheme likely to be Bnished? 

Thi Hon’bla Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 am afraid 
I cannot pret isely iudi(‘ate the date. 


Wearing of khaddar and Candhi cap. 

Ml. Mr. R. MAITI: {(i) AVill the Hoii’hle Member in churj^e of 
the Political Department be pleased to state whether the wearing; of 
khaddar and (landhi cap has been declared illegal by the (Government 
in any part ot Herifral'' 

(b) If the an.swer to (o) is in the nejrative, will the Ilon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whethei it is a fact (hat the police in (^)ntai have 
been assaultinjr innocent jM*ople indiscriminately with lathis, canes, 
fists and kicks, who are found in khaddar or (Gandhi cap and who have 
had no conne(tion with the civil di'*olHMlience movement? 

(c) If the answer to ifn is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Member be pleased («» state under what authority the same is beiuff 
done? 

(r/i li the answei to ib) is in the nejrative. are the Oovernraent 
considering' the desirability of institutinjr an independent inquiry 
into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

(b) Xo sur h (‘omplaint has been leceiveil. 

(c) Does not arise, 

(d) Xo. 

Mr. P. BANERdI: If the wearing’ (»f khaddar and Cfandlii cap hn« 
not been declared illepral, will the Hon’ble Member be pleascil to state 
why the police in Contai ha.s issued notices to bus owners not to 
allow* persons to board the bu-nes who are wearing khaddar and 
Oandhi cap? 

Tbt Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I refer the memher to 
the answer to question (h). 

Mr. BYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will the Ilon’hle Member 
be pleased to state whether Government approves of the police 
assaulting persons wearing Gandhi caps? 

Th. Han'lM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I aui not aware that 
assaults have occurred. 
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Wr^ lYANAFRpfAP % question fm: Oqm tlw 

OoTerninent approve of the police asaaulting such per^onaf 

Tht Moifblt Mr. W. D. A. MCNTICC: Government, not JMng 
auare of any such cases of assault, have had no occasion 4» fom an 
opinion. 

Mr. P. BAN€RJI: Is the Hon’hle Member prepared to accompany 
me to ( ontai to enquire into tiie matter:' 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That is no (luestion. 


Cofittriiotion of an escape at Harisinghpore on tha Selye and a 
eluioe at CopiganJ. 

«42. Mr. A. P. M. ABDUR-R AMMAN: With reference to 
answer friven to unstaned (juestion No. 5.‘l (ri) at the meeting*pf the 
Bengal liegislative (’ouncil held on the 8th August, 1929, will the 
Hon ’hie Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to 
atute — 

(a) whether the construction of — 

(») an escape at Ilaiismghpore on the Selye, and 
(ti) u sluice at Gopigunj 

has been undertaken P 
(li) If not — 

(i) what is the reason for the delay, and 
(i») when is the work likely to be commenced? 

(r> Are the Guveriunent awaie that non-stoppage of flood has fltood 
in the way of the realisatitm of rent hv patnidars from raiyats? 

{(i) If the Government have no information, are the Oovernment 
considering the desirability of appointing a committee to hold % local 
inquiry int<» the state (»f <*ultivable lands? 

(ei Is it a fact that there was a hea\"y flood in the Ghalal sub- 
division in the district of MidiNi|N)re last year? 

if) li so, whether the Government have taken wy 
pikeasures to pi-event flood this year? 

Tht Hon’hit Aih^M Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZHAVIt (m) {if and 

<ii) No. 
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. (t)ttf) The delay is due to the project having to be modifietl to 
include other areas ind it has been difficult to find the staff to eom- 
plete the scheme. 

* 

^jft^jbNot before the project has been sanctioned and funds allotted. 

(c) No. 

' No. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The biea(he> have been filled. 


Strength of the police force to keep the peace in the KishoreganJ 
subdivifion. 

/4S. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARill: Will the 

Hon'ble Meinbei in charge of the Police Department be pleased t<> lay 
on the fable a *«tutemenf showing — 

(M the strength of the pfdice force specially employed in main* 
taining peace and order in the affected areas of the Kishore- 
ganj subdn ision, district Mymensingh ; and 

(n) the niimhci of arnieil f/urkhas of the Eastern Ilengal Frontier 
Itifles sfiit to .M wnensingli in fhi'* < onne<*tion I' 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bli 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): T he information is furnished below 

“fi) 1 insp<Mt(»i. 14 sub-inspe( tors. 4 assistant sub-inspectors. 7 head 
conjstiibles and IKJ constables, bedsides '2 nffirers <*f the rank of Super- 
intendent of Police and the Kange Deputy Inspector-deneral of 

l*olke. 

^ii) 1 British officei, d Indian officers and 7o men of the Eastern 
Frontier Rifles. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdI; Will the Hon'ble 
be pleased to slate whether the force mentioned in answer (t) 
includes the police force permanently stationed there P 

Thi Hoii^M Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: T urn afraid I must ask for 
notice. 
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*44. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Htm’ble Member 
in charge of the Public Works ('Railways) Department be pleased ta 
state whether the scheme for extending the Faridpur branch of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway up to Madaripur via Bhanga by constructing 
a metre-gauge line has been abandoned? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, COMMERCE DEPARTMtllT 
(Mr. E. N. Blandy): This (io\cr!inj(‘nt has received no further 
inforiiiation on the subject since the reply given to starred question 
No. ol ut the meeting of the toum il on the lltli February 1“-^ 


flit affairs In oartain subdivisions of the 24-Pargana8 and Miora^mre. 

*45. Mr, P, BANERtll: (a) Will the Iloirble Member in charge 
oi the Political Department be pleased to state what orders, or instruc- 
tions, if any, were issued ti> the local authorities and the police by the 
(tovernimoit as to the nu'thod of dealing with the villagers in the 
Diamond Ifarlamr sulxlivi.sion of the 24-Parganas. (\)ntai, Tamliik and 
Ghatal subdivision.s of Midnapore in the matter ot the “ salt affair?’' 

(h) Is the Hon’lde Member aw'nrc — 

(i) that the local Magistrate was at the head ot the ixdice and 
excise employees; 

{n) that the lattei committed whole^ale destructions of food- 
grains and other movable goods m almost every house of the 
difterent villagt's in the sulKlivisiou of ('ontai ? 

(c) What action do the Government projKise to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) The orders wer© to 
study carefully and follow the provisions of the India Salt Act (XII 
of the Bengal A<'t VII of 1864, and the rules in the Manual, to 

couhscate illicitly maiiufuctuied salt, etc., and if com}>elIed to pro<‘eed 
against the ]H‘rs<>ns manufacturing it to procetMl against the ring- 
leaders only and not against their dui>es. 

(h) (0 Yes: ho is the head of the distiict administration. 

(ii) No. 

^ (r) None. 

Mr. P. BANERdt: Will (he Hon’hle Member be pleased to state 
if no such order has been given by Government why it is that local 
police are amsting people wholesale and using violence? 
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given at tw beginning of the civil disobedience moveraeni With , 
development •of the movement the procedure had (o he changed and 
modified. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’hle Meiiiher he pleased t(> state 
why^he Magistrate, who is the head of the district, acionipaiiied the 
par^' which was committing wanton destruction of lioiise properties 
of , the innocent people of the Contai subdivision 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE. I am afraid I cannot 
answer a general question like that. 1 am not aware that the 
Hagis^trate was at the head of the party. 

Mr. P. BANERJI* Will tlie Hon’hle Member he pleased to eiiquirp 
into. the matter whether tlie Magistrate was at the head of the party? 

The Hon’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hon’hle member will 
give me more details T shall consider the matter. 

Mr. P. BANERJI. Will the Ilon'ltle Memher he pleased to state 
wlietiiei his ;itt<MiTuiii lia*- heefi dniuii to the report of the I'ommittee 
of enquiry heade<l }»\ Mr. .1. X, lla‘'U, a memlxT of this Council? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have heard something 
about it I!) this Coiimil. (Mheiwisi* 1 have not seen it. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: lil the llotj'hh* Memhei l>e pleaM(*d to staio 

whetlier he Ita*, nii\ hiiouIe<lg<* of tlie report that was published as part 
(d the firm eedniiT'- <d the Ie*gislati\e A*‘smnldy in the ( oiirst* of the 
dehate hv Mr. K t' Xeogi. 

(No answer). 


Meeting at Chinsura maadan. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: (a) Has the attentiim of 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn to 
the indiscriminate assaults by the pdice on iiiiir>cent jj*iss<M'-bv at 
Chiiksura after the jiolice broke up a public meeting held at the Chinsura 
maidun in the latter port of May last? 

(/>) Is it a fact that after declaring the meeting unlawful the pedicle 
began to deol “lathi blows on the audience without giving thm raaaoo- 
able time to disperse or any warning whatsoever, as by Wwf 
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(c) Ia it a fact that the police pursued those who left the meetiiig 
just as it was declared unlawful and dealt lathi blows on them? 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of holding an 
inquiry into the allegations against the police? 

The Hon’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) No meeting on the 
Chinsura maidan has been broken up by the police. A meeting at 
Baiowuntolla was broken up after it had been declared unlawful by the 
Magistrate and hod thrown bricks at the police and Magistrate. N6 
passer-by has complained of assault. 

(h) The meeting refustMl to obey the Magistrate’s order to disperse 
and threw liricks. The |>olice disjH^rscd the crowd after due warning 
to w’hich no attention was ptiid. 

(c) The police pursued those who continued to throw bricks, and 
four p<»rsonM were injure<l. 

(d) No. 

MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the Ilon’ble Member be 
pleased to state the source of information? 

The Hotl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The local ofiicers. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: AVas any local cfbcers present 
at the time ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I know a Deputy 
Magistrate was [iresent. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the Hon'lde Member 
be pleaseil to state whether the Magistrate's report was based on the 
report nf his subordinate otH<’er against whom allegations have been 
made? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The report was based on 
the rep<»rt sub’mitted by the Deputy Magistrate who was placed on duty 
in connection with the meeting. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Was the Magistrate hit or 
any of the policemen? 

Thi Hofl’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid 1 cannot 
remember exactly. 
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Constniotiofi of the Kaliikhali-Bliatii^MHm Railway. 

•47. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Public Works (Railways) iVinutmont !)e pleasetl to 
state whether the construction of the Kalukhali-Rhatiaptmi Railway 
which was nearing completion has been suddenly stopix'd? If so, why? 

(6) When is the work of constniction likely to be icsunu*<l? 


Mr. E. N. BLANDY : (o) and {h) The tjuestion relates to a central 

subject and this Government are not in a position t<» repl\ to it. 


Faridpur Railway station. 

• 43 . Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN, (a) Will (he Ilon'bh^ Member 
in charge of the Public' Works (Railways) iVpartment be phni.sed to 
state whether any deci.sion has been arnved at regarding the pro|W)wil 
for shifting the I'aiidimr Railway station to a new site or otherwise 
improving its condition ? 

(/>) If the answc'r to (<;) is m the negative, will the Tlon’lih^ Meml>er 
1k» pleased to .state the s|)e( ial difticuities, if any, that have occasicmed 
the d<day ? 

Mr. E. N. BLANDY: (<^/) and ih) The member is referred to the 
answer giv(»n to starred question Xo. 50 at the m<*e(ing of the* Council on 
lltli February, 19*30. Government have no information that the 
position has altered since last February. 

MiUlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Was any attempt made to collect 
the information asked for since the notice of this (|uestion was - 
received ? 

Mr. E. N. BLANDY: I think, not. 


Afipaffitfiieftt of eamidatas to tho Indian Civil Sorvioo. 

•4B. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department aware that certain 
candidates were appointed to the Indian Civil Ser«'ice by nomination 
af this Government in or about 1919? 
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(b) I» it a fact » ^e^^tioo Board waa appointed by the Got- 
emment for the purpose? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the directions, if an}', given by the Government to the Selec- 
tion Board for these appointments ; 

(//) the Tiun»lH*r of candidates selected In the said Board; 

(ill) the numl>er of candidates ap|K>inted by the Government; and 

(tv) the educational (junlifications of the appointed candidates? 

(if) Is it a fact that some of the appointed candidates failed to 
“ oonUfily with the reijuiremenls laid down by the Government, i.e., in 
jmssing the departmental examination within the fixeil time? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Memlier in charge aware that the judicial works 
of M(jme of these officers have betoi very adversely commented u}X>n by 
th<‘ Hon’ble High (’ourt in some cases? 

(/) Is it a fact that there were candidates belonging to the backward 
classes (as enumerated in the Oalcutta University CoromiMion’s 
ItojKirt, jwge 189, l*art I) whose qualifications were not inferior to some 
of the candidates upfKiinted by nomination? 

(//) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason why no appointment was made 
from amongst the backward classes? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (o) Yes. 

(b) Yes, 

(/•) (i) The Selection Board was governed hy rules framed by the 
Secretaiy of State and instructions isMied by Ooverninent of India. 

(fi) Fourteen. 

(m) Four. 

ir) One M.A., two B.As. and one B.Sr. 

d) No, 

e) No. 

/) Information is not available. 

g) Does not arise. 



)»aO.] QUESTK^ in 

Unitirrtd Qniilidfti . 

(answers to which wore laid on the table). 

Santahar station platform. 

47. Maulvi MOHAMMED BASIR UDDIN: (ri) 1h the non'ble 
Memlier in charj^o of the Public Work» (Railways) Dejmrtinent aware 
that the main platform at Santahar, Eastern Bengal Railway, is far 
below the standard level? 

(h) Is it a fact that the jmssengers feel much inconvenience in 
getting* up and coming down the trains? 

(c) If so, are the (Tovernment considering the desirabifity of draw- 
ing the attention of the railway authorities in the mutter? 


Tho Hon*blo Mr. A. MARR: (n) to (r) This is a subject whi(‘h may 
suitably l)o referred to the Railway Advisory ('ommittee and (lovern- 
merit have drawn their attention to the matter. 


Bomb ineidont at Krisbnagar, 

48. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: (a) U the IWblo 

Member in < barge of the Politii ul Defwrtmeiit aware that on the 25th 
June, IftdtI. three ln»ys, two of them under 10 years of age, were 
injured by the explosuni of a boml) in the t«»wn of Krishnagar, Nadia P 

(5) Is it a fact that during the sub'MMjuent police investigation 
one of the boys said that tlie Iwnnb had been made over to him by 'll 
fwlicemaii with certain iiistriK ti<»nH? 

(r) What is the result (»f the investigation? 


Tho Hon*bio Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) Government's infor- 
mation is that one Un* was injured by the explosion of a bomb on June 
23rd (not 25th). 

(h) No, but a statement to this effect by one of the hoys was made 
over to the District Magistrate by a pleader, by w'hom it had been 
recorded. Thi.s statement has since been retracted by the bo>\ 

(c) The invMtigation is not yet finiehed. 
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ContiimpCkMi of eharas in CaloutU. 

48. Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: (a) Will the Hon ble 

MiaiHter in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Depart- 
ment be plea^ied to la}" on the table a statement showing for the last 
five years — 

(?) the total <iuantity of eharas collected, procured, stored and 
vendwl out to shops in Bengal ; 

(it) the net cost of the same; 

(lit) the Mourcos of sujjply of eharas; 

(jr) the metlnxl adoj)t(sl for its storing and distribution; and 
(r) the net income derived from the sale of eharas both from duty 
and licence fees? 

(h) What is the total S4ile of (‘haras in Calcntta for the last five 
y(*ars ? 

(c) Is its sale e(jually distributed all over the city or restricted to 
jMirticular localiti(\s ? 

(d) If the sale is distributed to jKirticular localiticvS, what ore the 
liK'alities and what is the cause of this unequal distribution? 

(ci Will the lion ’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there Js 
any medical hygienic or economic value attached to eharas? 

(/) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the (loveinment to abolish or reduce the number 
of sJiops f<ir* sale of eharas? 

({/) If so, when and to what extent? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
{EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Kumar Shib Shekharemr 

Ray): (a) (i)— 

Import# ToKuefi to 
from the rc>t«il 
Punjab. nhope. 

Md«. Srs. Md«. Sra. 


I»24.25 

65 

3 

62 

9 

IW25 20 

69 

17 

68 

31 

1926-27 

05 

30 

64 

18 

1927 28 

.. 71 

30 

69 

37 

1928-29 

55 

37 

55 

7 

1929-30 

53 

10 

52 

18 


it) Net cost price of eharas was Rs. 6-13 per seer in 1929-30. 
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(Hi) Uhara® is imported by the wholesale dealei’s of Qatcuita and 
Birbhum from bonded warehouses in the Punjab. 

(iv) The procedure is as follows : — 

The Collector of the importing- district shall depute an Excise 
officer to take delivery of the chai;as from the railway station, and the 
said officer shall produce the charas before the 8ui>erintendant of 
Excise, or such other officer as the Collector may spet iiy tor cxamiiia- 
tion, weighment and comparison with the pass received from the 
ex[K>rting district. 

When the charas has l)een examine<l and the im|x>rt duty on the 
whole quantity exported from the Punjab or actually received, which- 
ever is greater, has been fully jxiid, it shall be made over to the 
importer for sale. 



Year. 

I)ut\ . 

Licwico 

fW8, 

Tota’. 



Hh. 


Hn. 

1924 -2:) 


79,002 

1.71.530 

2.51,132 

1S)25 2r) 


84.380 

1.81,027 

2,00,007 

192«.27 


. . 1,35.502 

1.07.003 

3,03,105 

1927 2H 


1.10. 100 

1.80.788 

3.20.918 

192 s. 29 


.. 1.57,024 

1,47,758 

3.05.382 

1929.;iO 


.. 1,49.510 

1.40.170 

2.89, 08«l 

Total sa 

le of charas 

in Calcutta: — 





MtU. Si». 



1924 25 

.40 

2 



1925. 20 

. . 45 

21 



1920-27 

. . 40 

32 



1927-28 

. . 42 

14 



1928-29 

. . 30 

24 



1929-30 

. . 27 

39 



(c) The sale is restricted and CMmfiried to jmrticular localities in 
the city where jx*o»|>le habituated to the drug mostly live. 

(d) The localities are (7) Burrabazar, (2) Kiddcrporo, (J) Garden 
Beach, (4) Hownih, (6) Cossipore-t'hitpur. The unequal distribution 
is due to the fact that consumers of the drug w’ho are mostly people 
from the United Provinces, Punjab, Uajputana, North-West Fronti»*r 
Province, congregate in these areas on account of their vmation. 

(» This is a matter for expert opinion. 

(/) The Government are now watching the effect of the increase 
of the rato of duty per seer from Us. 30 in 1021-22 to Us. 70 in 1928-29 
on the consumption of charas. 

iff) Does not arise. 
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OpiiaiMmoking. 

50. Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: (//) Will the ble 
Miiiinter in charj^e of Aj^culture and Industries- (Excise) Department 
he ideased to state whether opiuni-Minoking* dens are licens^? 

(//) If not, what is the control exercised over them by the 
dejairtnient 'f 

(r) What is their number in Calcutta and in the districts? 

(d) What amounts have been obtained as fees and duty for the last 
five years in (’alcutta and outside? 

(e) What is the averaffe daily attendance of addicts in Calcutta? 

(/) What is the total (juantity of opium consumed in the smoking 
dens during the last five years? 

if/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aw’are that in the course of the sitting 
of the (>j»ium Committee aj)|K)inted by Government in 1927 the members 
were informal that Government had already decided to take legal 
iiHHisures to (heck the practice of smoking opium? 

(^//) If the answer to (p) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister 1«» pletts(^d to state what action, if any, has since been taken 
to give effect to the decision arrived at in 1927? 


Th« Hofi’bla Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Opium- 

smoking dens an* not licensed in Bengal. 

(It) If th(» rules regulating the private manufacture, possession and 
use of prej)ar(Ml o|)ium are contraveiHMl, the offender, if detected, is 
priKsecuted under the Opium Act and the rules thereunder. 

((■') Ac(‘urate figure.s are not available. It has been estimated that 
there are about 150 chandu or pordi dens in Calcutta, 8 or 9 in the 
Bnrrnrk]'nre area, and 5 or ti in the Seramjwre area. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(c) and i/) Accurate figures are not available. It has been esti- 
mated that the average daily attendaiu'e of addiets in Calcutta is 
lietweeu 2,0(M) and 2,500 and the quantity of opium consumed is 
WtwtMm fi and 7 seers. These figures are only approximate. 

(p) Government have no information. 

(h) An Opinm-Kraoking Bill has been drafted, but its introduction 
is being delayed pending further information regarding the procedure 
and results of registration elsewhere. 
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fl^i 'talHHlur Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT; With reference to answer 
could the Commissioner of Excise, who was a Member of the 
Opi^ Qammittee, make such statement.^' 

■*i If 

Tfi«-|lon>ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I ask for 

notice. 


Treatment of Tuberoulous patients. 

51. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Iloirhlo 
Minister in charjre of the Local Self-Government Dejtarlinent be pleased 
to state whether any action has been taken for the establishment of a 
Hill Sanatorium for the treatment of Tuberculous patients of Beiur«al 
since the passing of the motion on the subject on the 27th March. 1930, 
durinjf the last budget session of this Council.*^ 

(b) If the answer to is in the aftirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action has liecm taken in the mutter P 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray): (u) The scheme 
remains for the present outside the bounds of practical finance. 

(^) Does not arise. 


Sanitary Inepootora. 

52. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Is the Hou'ble Minister 
in charjre of the Local Self-Government Department aware that while 
sanctioniiijr revi.sion of jmy of all eHtablishments under Governiijent 
directly or indirectly after the (ireat War on account of economic 
distress in the province the (juestion of such revision affectin^r the 
Sanitary Inspectors of Ben^ral has not been considered P 

(h) Will he Ik* pleased to state the reasons why an exception has 
lieen made in the t ase of this class of officers? 

{r) Are the Government considering’ the desirability of r/)n»ider- 
ing the (|uestion now in all its b<*aringP 

(d) Is the Hou’hle Minister aware that many Sanitary' Inspectors 
appointesi in munici[>nlities authorised to nfijioini in the second grad^ 
of the posts as [ler Government notification No. 104T. — San., date<l 
the 16th 0< tol)er, 1915, have not been allowed to draw salary of the 
first grade? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that these officers have long 
reached Ae maximum of the second grade on the store of the said Oov- 
emment notification? 
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(/) Is the Hon'hle Minister aware — 

(;) that the luuximum pay of the first class Sanitary Inspectors 
was fixed at the minimum of the second class Health 
Officer, viz., Rs. 150 a month ; 

(li) that on representation the minimum pay of the second class 
Health Officer was raided from Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 a mouth; 
and 

(iii) that the (iuestion of the maximum of the first class Saiiitai^ 
InsjM'ctors remained as it wasy 

((/) Are the (iovernment considering^ ihe desirability of raisinj]^ the 
maximum of the pay of the first class Sanitar\' Inspectors to the pre- 
sent pay of second class Health Officers and of promoting second class 
Sanitary Ins[)ectors to firs-t class ones as sor>n as they reached the 
maximnin of the grade on approved sendee? 

(/;) Are th(‘ Oovernment considering the desirability of issuing 
instnictioFjs tf> give efiW’t to the pro|^)sed scheme? 

(/) Is th(‘ Ilfui’ble Minister aware that during the incuml^ency of 
Miijju- A. H. f'r>, the then Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal 

about the year HM4, a scheme was formuluteil to provincialise the staff 
of Health Ofii<’ers and the Saiiitan* lnsj)ectors for emjdoyment. transfer, 
deputation, etc., in the diffenuit districts' of Bengal? 

(j) If the aiiswei to (O is in the affirmative, what is the decision on 
the sclnum* up to the present moment? 

The Hon'bl0 Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: (^) The pay 

of Sanitary Inspectors has not been revised since the war. 

{h) As these officers are employed by bnal bodies they have not 
l)een included in sclnunes for the revision of |)j»y of (Tovernment senants. 
(r) The' inattcu* has lud yet been considered. 

(ff) Iboinotion from the .second to the first grade was not intended 
ns the normal course for all lower grade officers. 

(e) Yes, 

{f) (;) Tos 

(ii) This is i4ut t^uite the ease. Four municipalities have how- 
ever been allowtsl to raise the minimum pay of their Health Officers 
from Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 provide<l that they hear the whole of th© 
increnseil e(e?t over the old scale. 

(mi) Yes. 

(ff) This has not ht'en considered. 

(A) Does not arise, 

(i) Proptwmli* for the provineialisntioii of the Public Health servioea 
were considered in 1920, hut no decision was reached, 

(;) Does not arise. 
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Moslem ollloers in the Jail Department. 

53* Nawab KHWAJA HABIBULLAHs Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(/) the present number of employees of all grades under the 
Inspector-General of I’risons, Bengal, in the Jail Depart- 
ment ; and 

(/V) how many of them are Moslems? 

(h) Is the lion ’hie Member aware that there is a general feeling 
among the Moslem community that justice is not Wing done to the 
Moslems in the Jail Department in regard to appointments? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
more Moslem officers in this department? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (o) (/i and (li) 
A statement i> laid on the table. 

(h) No re[^re^entation to justify* my (IraN'ing such a conclusi<ni luis 
been uddres'<e<l to Go\ernment. 

(c) ()rdei> have already been iss\ied to assure the appointment of a 
proper tuitnWr of Muhaniinadans and Htep> are taken to see that they aie 
correctly followed when necessary. 


SfdtrnKiit rt’fcrml to in t}ir nnsircr to c/oo.<r (d) (/) dtn! (//) of 
unstarred if nest ion r>. JJ. 


XarucH of ap|K>intrnenttt of all irnoieM in 
tfu* Jail llc|)artiio*nt. 

Total ManriioiMMi 
Mtr*-'n«th. 

Total nurnlH^r of 
MuliafniniutaiiN hold- 
ini.; H}>}K>intinoni. 

I. Jailors and I}oput> Jadorw 

fJO 

13 

2. Head C'lorka, AiMintaiU Jaitoni and 

!U (ftfl-j 2H 

32 (22 t 10 

Clerkn. 

t«*mf)orttry). 

tetn|»or«rv). 

3. Hoad W'arders and Warders 

1 ..-iaa 

193 

4. Minwterial ap|)ointments tn Jaiis, 
PitSM and Fomui l>e|Mirtrnent, and 
Ui« Jail Depot. 

lai 

21 

5. Non<minuit<«ruil apfiointmenta in Jails 
and the Preea and Forms Dejiart- 
merit. 

01 

34 

6. 8ub-Jail Clerks 

3H 

0 

7. liorstaJ School, Clerks, Teachem, Ins- 
tructors and Petty Ofticers. 

3H 

7 

8. Ministerial app<»intm«nts in Head 

35 (294 0 

7 (5 t 2 


temiKirar}'). 

tenifiorary). 

‘ Total 

1,981 

313 
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Kurlgram Sttb-Mil. 

64. KazI EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
churf^e of the Political (Jails; Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the number of prisoners that can be normally accommodated in 
(be Kuri^rrain Sub-Jail; 

(ii) the average daily number of piiMmer.s confined in the said jail 
since 1st April to otli July, Pb3() ; 

(Hi) the number of jietitioris made by prisoners confined in the jail 
for bail durin^^ the period; and 
(ir) the number of such petitions refused? 

The Hon^ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (O 15 males 
and 2 females, 

(//) 54 prisoners. 

(///) 212 prisoners. 

{ir) 124 prisoner*^. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state h(>w 54 prisoneis \v«*re a((i)mmod.'ited in room or 
rooms which could only accommodate 17? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: It was dm to 

overci'owdiuj;. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: liow were they accom- 
niodated ? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Ti the hon ble 

memla t want'' to know the exact situation of the uccomnn)dation I am 
afraid I must ask iut notice. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state in what respect Government considers this better 
than the alleged Hlackhole tragedy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot allow that question. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the HoiPble Member 
be pleased to state how arrangements are proposed to be made in future? 
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The Hon'bie Sir PROVA8H CHUNDCR MITTER: Four new j«il* 
are going to be opened, one has already been opened and tliree are to 
be opened shortly. If the number of law»breakers increases then 
Government propose to increase the number of jails. 

Msuiwi 8YED MAJID BAKSHs Would it not have been possible 
for the Hon'ble Member to transfer some of these prisoners to other 
jails ? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER? I am not 

personally aware of the detail^ of the jwsition, hut 1 know that the 
In.spector-General of Prisons takes ever\ possible step to relieve over- 
ciowdinfr. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: This i.s the result of the step taken 
by him? 

The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: If 4,000 

petijile ^uddelll\ make up tloui iniud t<» ovei -I'rowtl the jails such things 
must haj)p(*ii. (jovernment, houevtu-, are takin^»- every step to relieve 
over-trowdinj’'. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’hle Member be 
plea.sed to state whether the allusifui of 4,000 persons (which has no 
referiMx e to the (jiuvstion i can la* an <*X]dai)ution of tlie over-crowding 
of o4 Y 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothiuK 

to add to my answer. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the (iovernment is responsible for 
the life and hcuilth of prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Government 
consider that they are under ordinary eireumstaiiees respiinsible for 
the healrh of the piisoner.s and therefore Government are anxiously 
trying: to piovide extra af ccmmodation. Government are trvin^r their 
[»e^t to overcome conditions due to ( ircumstunces for which they are 
not res|a)risible. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Ilon'hle 
Member be pleased to state whether Government consider that prisoners 
should not be kept where their life and health are in dan^^er? 

Ttw NMl’bls Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
further to add to my answer. 
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Wilting roofiM in tin mufasMi courts. 

56. Bibu 8UK LAL NAG: (a) Is the Eon'ble Member in charge 
of the Judicial Department aware that there are no waiting rooms for 
the witnesses and litigant public in the mufassal courts? 

(//) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of (lovernmenl to erect one such in each mufassal 
court? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 

Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE): {n) There are already waiting sheds 
attached to several courts. There are, however, some courts in connec- 
tion with wliich the arrangements for the accommodation of witnesses 
and litigants are defective. 

(h) When proposals are received with reference to particular courts 
they ar(‘ taken uj) in order of urgency as funds permit. 


Eastern Frontier Rifles. 

66. Mr. J. Ei 0RDI8H: to) Will the Hoiride Member in charge 
of the Police Department be pleased to state ^\hether the Government 
has authorised, or intend to authorise, the reciuitment of an additional 
battalion of the Eastern Frontier Rifles? 

{h) If the answer to (o) is in tlie affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when the re< ruitment i> likely U) (‘ommence? 

The Hon*bl6 Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE, Proposals for 
increasing the strength ol the EaNtern Fnmtier Rifles are under the 
consideration of (lovei ament, who'*<* decision has been postponed 
pending tin* n*ceipt oi certain details which have been called for from 
the polii'e authorities. It is not |M)ssihle at this stage to say when a 
deci>ioii will }>e nrrivetl at. 

{h) Does not arise. 


Barraokpora-Naihati-Kanchrapara Road. 


57. Mr. E. C. ORMOND: {o) Will the Flon’hle Minister in charge 
of the liOcnl-Self-Government Department he pleased to state why the 
BarrnckiMire-Nnihufi-Kamhiapara Road was not included in the 
Programme of Road Work for a period of five years recommended by 
the Bengal IVovincial Road Board in March, 1930? 
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(6) It the Hon^ble Minister aware — 

(f) that this road carries more traffic per mile than any other road 
in Bengal outside Calcutta; 

(it) that this road is the only road connection with Calcutta for very 
large masses of population ; 

(Hi) that it is the only through route and feeder for a very large 
area; and 

(ir) that a considerable amount of revenue to the Central Rond Fund 
is obtained from petrol used on this road? 

(r) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of putting this 
road into thorough repair? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that the road is at present impassable for motor traffic at any 
reasonable speed and is mtually dangerous; and 

(i/) that there is a feeling of discontent amongst the inhabitants 
of the district about the disrepair of this road? 


(r) How many <lifferent local bodies (district boards and municipa- 
lities) are responsible for the upkeep of this road? 

(/) Is the Public Works Department responsible for any portion of 
it? 

{//) D it a fact that lepairs have been held up through disagreement 
between these local borlies as to their relative liabilities in respect of 
the repair of the road? 

(/i) If the answer to (7) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the durability of holding a meeting of representatives of 
the various local bodies concerned and of arranging what yearly con- 
tributions will l»e giar.tfd by sticb Imdies? 

(1) Are the Government ulsd considering the desirability of taking 
steps for an allocation for this road of funds in the hands of the 
Provim ial Koad Fuml fr<»m the Central Road Fund? 

0 ) it the intention of Goveinnieiit to take over the road from the 
local bodies and to administer the expenditure of the pooled funds 
available from all sources? 

The Hon’bie Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) The 

Road Board has not recorded reasons for not inclmling any particular 
road in its re<*ommendations. 

(6) (1) Stfitiatics are not available. 

(it) Yes. 


13 
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(tii) This is a pretty long road and passes through impt^rtaiit places. 

(iv) Statistics are not available. 

{c) Yes, by the local bodies concerned. 

(d) (i) The road is in an unsatisfactory^ condition. 

(ti) Yes. 

(c) The district board of the 24-Parganas and seven municipalities, 
each for various lengths. 

(/) No. 

(ff) Yes. 

(h) A conference was held recently by the Commissioner, Presidency 
Division. 

(/) The Jyocul Oovernment have no authority to allocate funds from 
the Ontral Road Fund to projects other than those approved by the 
Government of India. 

(;) The whole que«tion is being inquired into. 


Muhammadan Judicial oflloars in the Civil Courts, 24-Parganaa. 

68. Mauivi MUHAMMAD SAADATULtAHs M Will the 
Hon'Wle Miember in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state h(»w many permanent Muhammadan Judicial officers are posted 
now in the Civil (Courts of the district of the 24-Parganas? 

(h) If there are n(» such Muhammadan officers, will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er Iw pleased to give lensoiis therefor? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. 0. B. PRENTICE; («) There are two 
Muhammadan Judicial officers in the district of the 24-Parg8nas, via., 
(7) Mr. K. (1. Moished, i.r.s.. Additional District and SesHiuus Judg^, 
and (2) Mauivi Saiyidur Rahman, officiating Subordinate Judge. 

(b) I)o«s> not arise. 


Chandana rtvar. 

69. Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: (a) Is the Hon’bla 

MemWr in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that the scheme 
for dredging the Chandaua river in the district of Faridpur has been 
pending with the Government for some years? 

(b) What is its present condition? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
steps for its completJon ? 
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TM HaifMa Altadl Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI; (a) Yes. 

(h) The scheme is still under investifrntion. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Rci SshHl AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon 'hie Member be 
pleased to state whether any alternative sc heme has been prepared P 

The Hon’blt Alhiiq Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI : The answer 
is in the negative. 


Nm Altpor« bridgt. 

SS» Mft Wi H« THOMPSON: («) Will the Hon'ble Memlier in 
charge of the Irrigation Deisirtnient 1 h* pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Irrigation Deimrtment undertook to put up ii 
lein|)orary bridge over Tollys Xala to take the Coi iKonition 
water main pending the erection of the new Ali|)ore bridge; 

(it) whether the screw piles were driven in such a manner that it 
became evident that the bridge would la‘ unable to carr>' 
the water-i»i|M' ; 

(til) whether it was ultimately decided that the structure w’hic'h had 
been erected should Ik» demolished; 

(tv) wh(*ther the Cfovc*rnmeni has rcu{u<*sted the Im|>rovement Trust 
to erect the temjionirA' bridge and the latter has undertaken 
to do HO ; 

(r) wrhether the Improvement Tru.st’s estimate includes a sum on 
account of the demolition of part of the structure erected? 

(It) If the an8W'f»r to (a) (v) is in the adiniiative, will the Hon'ble 
Member lie pleased to state on whom will the cost of such demolition 
fall? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether on 
account of the piles having l>een put in in short scction.s and the top 
of a section having bcnm below water at high tide or for any other 
reason which may fdease ljt» specified, any boat or boats using the 
canal has been sunk or damaged and whether notice of any claim 
the Government on account of loss or damage in such a con- 
nection has been received ? 
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(fl) How many montha elapsed between the date on which the worl 
was placed in the hands of the Irrigation Department contractor and 
the date on which it was decided to rec|ue.st the Improvement Trust 
to put up the bridge ? 

The Hon*ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) (i) The 

Irrigation Dejwirtment agreed at the request of the Calcutta Corporation 
to move the foot bridge (which had nearly been completed at some 
distance from the Alipore bridge) close to the bridge to cam’ the 
existing water main. 

{ii) No. The design was modified in accordance with the sugges- 
tions of the ('alcutta Cori)oration Engineer, before construction began 
at the new site. 

(Hi) Y(‘s, in accordance with the suggestions of the Chief Engineer, 
Improvement Trust. 

(ir) Yes. 

( r ) Y%*s . 

(h) Th(‘ matter is under discussion with the Improvement Trust. 

(c) A boat loaded with ]»addy struck against one of the piles when 
out of control but no serious damage was done. No notice of any claim 
has IxMMi icneived by Government. 

{(1) About 11 months. 


Jayanagar-Mazilpur Railway station. 

B1. Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT; (a) Is the Uon’ble 
MemlH ‘1 in charge of the Public Works (llailways) De|>artment aware 
that iie i-as^jengeis of the .1 ayanagar-Mazilpur station (Eastern Bengal 
Hailwa\ ) c'oiniti^ ;tom the side of Jayaiiagar have t(» cross the railway 
lines to reach the platform ^ 

(h) Are the Government ('onsidering the desirability of asking the 
Itailway administration to (‘onstruct an overbridge so that the dangers 
of cn)8vsing the railway lines may he avoided y 

Tho Hon’hlo Mr. A. MARRs (a) and {h) Only three trains in a day 
cross at the station and as they do not enter at high sjieed Government 
do not consider it nec't'ssary to ask the Bailway authorities to construct 
an overbridge* 
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Number of persons oonvicted of offenoes oonneoted with the 
oivil disobedienoe movement 

62. Mr. 8YAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will tin* Ilonble 
Member in charj^e of the Political Defmrtment be ]>leased to lay on the 
table a statement showing? — 

(/) the inimber of jH*rsons arrested and detained in Benpul either 
under the Ordinance or for committing |K)litical offences 
under the general law since the starting of the civil disobe- 
dience movement ; 

(/V) the numlxu* of such prisoners who are Hindus and Muham- 
madans, male and female; 

(iti) the names of such prisoners and the classes under which they 
arc» being treated ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (0 The numlK*r of jkosjuih 
convicted of offences connected with the civil disolHslience movement 
up to the end of July is 4 .d()d. 

(u) and nil) The infonnation is not available. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Will the llon'lde Member 
be pleased to ‘•upf)]y the infoiination a.sked for in questions (it) am! 
{ill) at hi.s convenience Y 

Th« Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The District Ofli<<‘rs are 
very bus\ m catryinir 'Oit their ordinary duties at present and (iovern- 
inent do not see lit i<» add to them }»y a*«king them to ('onipile sm h 
statist i< s. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERJEE: Sn>. in the course of (i 
year ? 

No answ er. 

8tairoase leading to tbe Additional District Judge’s Court at Howrah. 

83. Babu HARIBAN8A ROY* (a) Is the IlonMile Memln^r in 
charge of the Judicial I>pj>artment aware of the unsatisfac tory < omlilion 
of tbe staircase leading to the Additional District Judge’s ('ourt at 
Howrah Y 

(h) Is it a fact that the said staircase is too steep for use b\ women 
and aged (lersons^ 

(c) If 80, will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state whether tho 
Government are* considering the desirability (»f re|Ja<'irig tbe staircauo 
at an early date? 
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MEMBiB in clisfff of JfJPiOIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon^bln 

Mn W. 0. R. Prontioo): (a) and (b) The District Judge reported about 
the unsatisfactory condition of the staircase and requested that it be 
replaced or repaired. The staircase was repaired in 1929. No com- 
plaint has been received since then. 

(c) No. In view of the financial difficulties no new schenie can be 
taken up at present. 


Niimbtr of pmoooo who received iitjuriee In Calcutta during 
the last 4 nMviths. 

64. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASUt Will the Hon Ue Member 

in ('hargc of the Police Deiwirtment be pleased to state how many 
jKMHons have been treated in the Calcutta hospitals for injuries received 
at the hands of the police during April, May, June and July, 1930, 
their ages, and the nature of injuries received by each? 


The Hofl^blC Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: One hundred and sixty- 
two admission certifi(;ales were received at |>ol ice-stations from hospi- 
tals, but the alleged causes of the injuries have not Wen verified. 
Oovernnient are not therefore prei>ared to publish the details of each 
case . 


River Narada in Nator. 

66. Mauivi MOHAMMED BASIR UDDIN: {a) Will the Eon ble 

Member in ( barge of the Imgation IX^iwirtment W pleased to state 
W'hether any decision has lH*en arrived at by the Government with 
rt'ganl to lb»* scheme for the re-excavation of the river Narada in the 
<uibdivisi(»n of Nau i in the district of Rajshuhi? 

(h) If so, what is the decision? 

{(') How long do the Government think they will take to give effect 
to the scheme? 

Tho Hon’Mc ANiadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVIs (a) Yes. 

(b) The decision is not to rtM'xcavate because, if cleared, the rivei 
would silt again rapidly due to the absence of sufficient fall in it. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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fifoptgaiHta to oomHifMt oivil i it o Ndio i m movomont. 

•6. Nawob KHWAJA NABIBULLAH^ Ui) Will tho Hon bio 

Member in charge of the Political Dejwrtment be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Government of India addressed the Bengal 
Government from time to time in regard to the need of pn>{>aganda to 
counteract the political and economic fallacies involved in the civil 
disobedience movement and had made suggestions in regard to the 
general linos of such propaganda? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the afHnnutive, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate 
taking any action in the mutter of such projiugandu? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state what are the 
specific lines of actions which the Government [>ro|H)se to take? 

The Hofl’bie Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICB: (o) Government cannot 
divulge letters received from the Governiiient of India without their 
consent. 

{b) and (c) The action taken has Is'eii stated in the memorandum, 
No. 11550P., dated the dlst July, llhJO, explaining the supplementary 
demand for a grant on account of the Press Otficer, which has been 
circulated to all members of the Legislative (’ouncil. 


Alipore bridge. 

67. Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble MemiKT in charge of the Irrigation I>e[»artment U'eii ilrawn 
to the deplorable condition of the Alipore bridge? 

(b) Is it a fa<’t that the briilge has lM*en closeil to tiaific b»r several 
years ? 

(c) M ill the Hon’ble Memln'r be pleased to state when the repairs 
will l)e comnjeiued and when the bridge is likely to 1 h* oisuied to the 
public ? 

The Hon'bit Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yes. 

{b) The bridge partially colla[)Ked in August, since when it 

has lieen closed. 

(c) The con8tructi(»n of a new bridge will be commencecl in N(»vefn- 
bcr next and the work is expected to be completed ah »ut the beginning 
of 1932. 
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GOVERNMERT BUSINESS. 

Demands for grants. 

32.— Medical. 

The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKrtARESWAR RAY: On the 

recomnwndiitiou of JUm Exielloucy fho Governor I be^ to move that a 
token HUin of He. 1 l)e ^rranfed for expenditure of about Rs. 32,000 under 
the minor head “Medical ('olle^fe and scliools*’ on account of the opening 
of the ('hiltajLTOiig Mednal School with effect from the 1st July 1930. 

Sir, during the la^t budget discussion the House will perhaps 
remember that hope was exjuessed that it might be possible to open 
the (’hittagong Medi<al School during the course of the year. The 
House will be pleased to know from the nature of the demand that the 
ho])e has been realised at last and the Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin 
(jpened the school in July last an<l it is now working in full swing. As, 
howev<‘r, w(* wck* not (juite sure about it at the beginning of the year 
no provision was made tor it in the current year’s budget. Tlie cost 
f(u- the yeai both recurring and non-recurring comes uj) to about 
Rs. 32,t)()t), This we hope to meet from tlie savings in other heads of 
our medical budget, but this being a new item of expenditure it requires 
special sanction of the Ibmse and this can be accorded by granting a 
token demand <d He. 1 . 

3'he motion was ])ut and agreed to. 


41.— Civil Works. 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: On the recom- 
mendation of His Kxcellencv the (iovernor 1 beg to move that a token 
sum of He. I be granted tor expendit\ire of IN. l,91,0t)t) under the head 
“41 -risll AVorks ) in 1939-31” on making additions and 

extensions to jails Bengal. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

3-30 p.m. 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Kxcellencv the (tovcrnor. 1 beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 4,7b,(K)0 be granted for expenditure under the minor head 
“Communications tRond Fund Works)” on tho.se road works which 
have been selected by the Bengal Rond Board and approved for this 
purpose by the Government of Indio. 
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Thi« deraand has been explained in a memorandum already 
circulated. In movinjr the demand, I should like to observe with 
reference to the explanatory memorandum already circulated, that 
sanction was received from the Government of India only yesterday to 
the inclusion in the projrramme for expenditure of the Mninamati- 
Barkanta Boad selected on the advice of the Provincial Hoad Ihmrd, and 
I would ask for the total demand of Rs. 4,70,000 to be taken as includ- 
ing expenditure also on this road, the allotment for whi«h in the 
five-year projjpramme is Rs. 2,o0,000. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I take this 
opportunity to record the piotest of this House ap:ainst the way in 
which the roads have been selected for construction ]i\ the Benj^al 
Koad Board. AVe have nothin^^ to sav how tlie Hoad Board arrived 
at their detasion, but it seems to me that there is widespread dis.satis- 
faction of the way in which the roads have been selected. It is a 
known tact that rfmds (»f imp(utance, roads of necessitv, roads that 
require early develojnnent , have been left (ml so that other roa<Is. which 
are not important from the provincial |K>int of view, mij^ht be 
devebjped first The ‘.ole <ritenon which should have been the deter- 
minin'r factor in tlie selection of roads is provincial importance*. But 
instead of that it is admitted that roads of parochial importance, roads 
of local importance, which mi^^ht have been rleveloped later, have been 
taken up first. At the time when this taxation wa^ instituted, it was 
said that tins fund will be su[»plementin>»^ the resources of local bodi<‘s 
w’ith a view to improvitij' their communications rnfortunately, that 
has n(»t been done I do not know to what extent the Government of 
Ben^ml — I mean the (’hief Enj^ineer of the P \V. ]) — is responsible for 
recommendi ntr the selection of these roads. I should, however, say that 
if the riumbcT of questions as well as the Hupfilementarv que.stions are an 
indication <d the feelings of the House. ] submit tfiat this House has 
reall\ i»r<»tested a^minst tlie manner in whir h the roads have been 
selecterl I do not want to stand in the way of (i<»vernment . I know 
tlie Hon ble Minister in charjfe is merely a ^rrainophone of the depart- 
ment (omeriied. but I want that in the future steps should be taken to 
take up roads of really provincial importance, 'the bu al bodies of Beii^-al 
have a serious jrrievunce in this matter. Sir, I have notliin«^ further to 
say except that in connection with this niotirm I wanterl to record the 
protest of this Hou?ce apiinst the way in which roads have been reelected. 


Blbu KHETTER MOHAN RAY; Mr. President, Sir, in ccinnectiori 
with thi.s motion, I be^^ to point out tliat the Heniral Bond Board 
recommended an expenriiture of Bs. 2i lakhs for nietallinj; the Mainamati- 
Barkantn Boad, which is a part of the (Mnttu^oii),^ Trunk Boad, runnini^ 
from Daiidkhandi in the district of Tippera to (’hitla^fonjf under the 
control and management of the Public AVorks Department. But, to luy 



DEMANDS FOB OBANT8. 


[13th Ah0,, 


<li»appoiiitment, I fiad from the list of projecte that this work has boon 
oroitkd. I should like to impress upon Government the fact that this 
is an important road in the Chittagong Division, and that the motor 
traffic along this road is heavier than on any other road in this division. 

Mr. C. W. CURNERc On a point of personal explanation, Sir. The 
road to which the speaker is referring is a road which the Hon^ble 
Minister has already included in his program me, 

BilNi KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir. 1 am only pointing out the 
omission (jf the Maiuiiiiiati-Ilarkaiita from the metalling list. I do 
not know wliy that road has been omitted from tlie present year’s 
programme. I heg to draw the attention of tjovernment to this sad 
omission, and I hope that this road will he iiudmled in the next year’s 
programme. I need not dilute on the importame of this road, which 
must he known to the lion ’hie Minister in charge of the Public Works 
Department. 1 need hardly add that thi^ road oiigljt to he repaired at 
the earliest possible moment. 

Mr. C. W. CURNER; Sir. 1 have been asked by the Uou’hle 
Minister in charge of the Public Works Department to .say just a few 
words explaining the nature of the programme. I should like to meet 
the attack \vhi( h has been made from the opposite side of the House 
about the selection of roads. Now, when I was in Simla at the last 
Hoad Hoard Conference, I was cou.scious of a difficulty, compareil with 
my colleagues from other provinces, in that in Hengal we have not those 
<'ontineiitul roads for whi<h grunts from the (Viitral Road Fund are 
intended. We havt* a province cut by a iiiimh(*r of important 
waterways, and our road problem mu.st full to a certain extent into 
W'utertight compart im*nts. (hir roads, with the ex(<*i)tioii of the Grand 
Trunk Rond. gencrall\ lead up to important railway stations and act 
as feeiler roud>. Now the programme which has been put forward on 
the recommi'iidution of the Road BoanI, and lias been practically 
acct'pted h> the (hivernment of India, a> a mutter of fait distributes the 
available fumln in a simple and equable nianiier to tlie different parts 
of the province. Tlie result of the recomiuendutioii.s is that about Rs. 7 
to 8 lakhs are allotted to eac h division in the o-year programme, and I 
think tliat the member who protested against the sele< tion of road.s, if 
he looked into it more i urefiilly. would find that they are fur the greater 
part those which would benefit the Distri< t Hoards. A very notable 
case is that of tlie Dacca-Naruyanganj Road, which is an important 
District Hoard road. Sir. I need not go further into the details of the 
programme. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. be granted for expenditure 

under the minor head “Communications (Road Fund Works) “ on 
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thoM foai worlct irliiok ka^e kem aelectad ky tke B^gtl Rotd Board 
and approved for tkis purpose ky the Oovemment of India was than put 
and agreed to. 


Report of tlio Select Committoe on the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 

Pill, 19?9, 

The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, 1 hog to 
present the report of the Select Coiuiiiittee on the Calcutta Muni<Mpul 
(Amendment) Bill of 1929, moved hy Maiilvi Shamsuddin Ahmed, 
providing for the separation of the (Jarden Rtuich area from the 
Calcutta Municipality. As the hon’ble member in charge of the 
Bill has resigned his membership of the Council, the Bill is dead for 
all practical purpo.ses. Government, however, in pursuance of their 
promise to the Council, have appointed a representative committee to 
inquire into the whole (|iiestion and make recommendations for the 
redress of the grievances of tlie ratepayers of the Garden Beach area, 
and they are now awaiting the refmrt of that Committw before th«\v 
decide to take any action in the matter. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal State Aid to Industries Bill, 19dC. 


The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur, K. G. M. FAROQUI: Sir. 1 ]*eg h ave 

to introduce a Bill to provnle for tlic giving of Sfat<* aid to imlustries 
in Bengal. 

(The Secretary then read tlie .short title of the Bill). 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: Sir. 1 beg to 
move that the Bengal State Aid to Industries Bill, 1930. be referred 
to a Select Committee lonsisting of Mr. W. H. Thompson, 
Mr. H. B. Norton, Maharaja Srisli (*handia Xandy, of Kasiinhuzar, 
Rai Bahadur Badrida.s Goeiika, C.I.E., Raja Bhnpendra Xaraynn 
Sinha Bahadur, of Xashipur, Mr, A. K. Fazl-ul II uq, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aziznl Haqiie, 
Mr. G. P. Hogg and myself, with instructions to suhmit their report 
in time for consideration at the next ses.sion of the Bengal Legislative 
Council and that the nuinWr of members wdiose presence shall he 
0€M)easary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 
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The srof)e of the Bill id clearly set forth in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons. Though in the present Bill most of the clauses of the 
Bill of 1928, which was introduced by my predecessor Nawab 
Mu^harrulf Hossaiii, Khan Bahadur, have been retained, revision and 
additions have been made which have improved the Bill substantially. 
As for instance representation has been given to the Legislative 
Council on the proposed Board of Industries, and an additional clause 
(clause 20) has been inserted providing for the delegation to the Board 
of the power of the Local (lovemmeiit to give State aid. 

I need not dilate further upon the scope and objects of the Bill. 
But I would now commend the motion to the consideration of the House 
and 1 hope it will be accepted. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE to move, by way of 
amerulnient, (hat the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion by 
tlie loth INiovcmber, 1930. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion 
thereon before 30th November, 1930. 

Mr. R. B. LAIRD to move tliat for the name of “ Mr. W. H. 
Thompson ” the name of “ Mr. (\ (i. Co(»per ” be substituted. 

Mr. BAR AT CHANDRA BAL. Sir, 1 beg to move that after tlie 
name of “ Khun Bahadur Maulvi Ar.izul Haque,” the following names 
be added, namely ; — 

Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, 

Bai Sahib Bebati Mohan Sarker, 

Mr. Sarat riuindra Bal. 

MlUivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that after the name 
of “ Khan Bahadur Maulvi AzikuI Ilaijue,” the following names be 
added, namely : — 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim, 

Mauhd Abdul Hamid Shah. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS to move that after the name 
of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azisul Haque, the names — “ Maulvi 
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XiStAfftt SussBin and Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Bauarji*’ b© 
added and that in the last line for the word “ five " the word “ six 
shall be substituted. 

The motion of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal wa.s then put. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Sir. 1 airept 

Mr. Bal’s amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I mint tell the llouMde Miiii.ster 
that it helps the Chair to a very ^^reat extent it siu h a(’eeptnnee is 
com muni rated to the Chair at an earlier stajre. 

3-4 ) p.m. 

The motion of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal was ajrreed to. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hakim wa.s then put and a^need to. 

The following? motion of the Ilon’lde Khan Bahadur 
K. (r. M. Faroqui, as amended by the Council wa.s then put and u^rroeil 
to : — 

That the Benpal State Aid to Industries Bill. Ht'lO. In* n‘ferri‘d 
to a Select Committei* con.sistin^*- of — 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. (1. M Faroqui; 

Mr. (t. P. Ho^^^»’; 

Mr. AV. H. TliompMon ; 

Mr. H. R. Norton; 

Maharaja Srish Chandra Nandy, of Kusiinl)n/.ar ; 

Rai Badridas Goenka Bahadur, c.i.k. ; 

Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur of Nashipui ; 

Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Hu<j ; 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimu/.zaman Chaudhuri ; 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque; 

Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick ; 

Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarker; 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal; 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim ; 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 
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with iBstruction to submit their report in time for its consideration ai 
the next sesnion of the Council and that the number of members whose 
presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 


The Baiifal (Rural) Primary Eduaatioii Bill, 198111 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I beg to introduce 
a Bill to provide for the extension of primary education in rural areas 
in Bengal. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill). 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 beg to move that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 1930, be taken into 
(‘onsideration. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: On a point of 
order, Sir. May I know whether the assent of His Ex(*ellency the 
Viceroy lias been obtained to this Bill, and if so, when P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: First of all I should like to know why you put 
this quest ion, and under what section of the (R)vernnieut of India Act 
y<iu take your stand. 

(The member remained silent). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell the hon’ble member that this Bill 
could not be introduced without the assent of His Excellency the 
Viceroy. 1 could not give the exact date on which it was obtained, but 
that point is immaterial. 

The Mon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the Primary 
Ediicatiou Bill was intrcKluced by Nawab Mosharuf Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur, in August. 'Phis Bill was referred to a Select CommitW, 

the re|M>rt of which via-* presented to (he House, but the Council having 
been dissolved in the meantime, the Bill lapsed. Again in 1929, when 
the new ('ouncil was formed, the Primary Education Bill was introduced 
by the late Mr. McAlpin. This Bill was aBo referred to a Select 
Committee, tlie report of which 1 presented to this House, and later on, 
with the permi.Hsion of the House, 1 withdrew tht‘ Bill. At the time 
when I tmik the permission of this House to withdraw the Bill, I gave 
an undertaking that 1 would introduce another Bill in the August 
session, and according to that undertaking I have to-day introduced the 
Primary Education Bill and have asked for leave to move that this Bill 
be taken into consideration. 
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This MB, Sir, is based more or less larfrely on tbe report of the fiwt 
Select Committee which was presided over by Nawab Mosharwf Hossain. 
The modifications are slight, and not larjre in number. The 
most important modification is in the ratio of the cess. In the report 
of the Select Committee the ratio of the cess was 3 pice in the rup<*e 
for the tenants and 2 pice in the rupee for the landlords. In the Bill 
we are providing that the ratio should be U pice for the landlords and 

pice for the tenants. This is what may he culle«l a (‘oinpromise. 
The two Select Committees, both of them, altered the ratio of the cess 
and made it 2 pice for the zamindars and 3 pice for the tenants in the 
first instance, and in the second 2 pice for the zamindars and 2 
pice for the tenants. Government have always held that the fair ratio 
was 4 pice for the tenants and 1 pice for the zHiniiulurs. As a 
compromise between the report of the Select (’oniinittec and the opinion 
of the Government, I have changed the ratio to U pice for the zainindarK 
and 3J pice for the tenants, and I consider the ratio to he fair and 
reasonable for both the parties. 

There is another thing I would like to explain with regard to this 
Bill, and that is the amount of contribution which the Government is 
going to make. Late Mr. McAlpin, at the time when he introduced 
the Bill, said that Governineiit would undertake to keep up the grant 
which they are at present making towards primary education in rural 
areas, and the (foverniiient abide by that undertaking. 

As regards the other changt's from the repoit i»f the Select 
Cominittee. they are, as I said, of a minor c haracter, and n(‘e(l not he 
gone into at this stage. 

Sir, before the introduction of the Primarv Kduc’ation Hill by 
N.'ivah Musharruf Hosain, the then Secretary ot Kdmation, 
Mr. Lindsay tried to find out public opinion and toured ail over the 
districts of Bengal and consulted the memhers of the District Hoards 
and liOcal Hoards, and pioniinent men in rural areas and obtained their 
opinion on the Bill. Then* were slight changes made in view’ of the 
opinion thu.s obtained from the various leading men and meiiiliers of 
the District Boards and liocal Boards. After that the Hill was 
introduced twice — two Bills in successive (\mncils were introduced and 
twice these two Bills were referred to two Select Committees. 
Therefore, it is apparent that the Bill has not only been fully discussed 
both in the Council and in the province, hut all the material points have 
been considered and deliberated upon, b<»th in this fIou.se and outsicl**. 
Therefore, I am of opinion that it will serve no useful piirjKiHc* if this 
Bill i« referred to a Select Cominittee again. The principal objec t 
of sending a Bill to the Select Committee is that the minor alterations 
and modifications with regard to the details of the Bill should he gone 
into the Select “Committee so that when it is taken up for eonsideratioii 
« the House, tbe time of the House is saved and the Bill may go 
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through without much trouble and labour. Thw Bill has gone through 
two Select Coiumittees and it is mainly based on the report of the first 
Select Committee. Tlie second Select Committee’s report was not 
acceptable jfco Government and on that account the Bill was withdrawn. 
The principle of the Bill with regard to the realisation of money by 
means of cess was accepted by the House both the times, that is to say, 
when they referred it to the first and sec ond Select Committees. 

4-30 p.m. 

Therefore, it is only a question of detail. The amendments of the 
various clauses do not affect the fundamental principles of the Bill that 
require to be modified and for which a Select Committee may be 
necessary. This <|uesfion has been gone into twice and the subject 
has been discussed threadbare in all its aspects. AVhen the first Select 
Committee report was presented, it was found that out of 32 members 
18 members submitted notes of dissent differing from one another. It 
is therefore obvious that if this Bill is now referred to another Select 
Committee no useful purpose will l)e served in any way nor the work 
of the Council lessened, but on the other hand the Council will have 
to go through the same ground over again. Therefore, I am convinced 
that if this Bill is referred to the Select (’ommittee, it will cause 
delay perhaps and ver\ likely the Bill may altogether be shelved. 
Iheretorc I think that the Bill should be taken into consideration. It 
is a matter of regret that at this stage notices of motions have been 
given asking for ciiculating the Bill to elicit public opinion. As I have 
told you before, this Bill has been before the public tor the last four 
years. It has been introduced into two Councils and it has gone 
through two Sele«*t (Nmimiftees. Then, the only obiect, it appears to 
me, of referring the Bill for circulation is that the Bill should be 
shelved. Theiefoie, I ask the ILmse that they should reje<t these 
amendments if they are moved. 

Sir, during m> tour of the districts of Bengal one thing that struck 
IMP n.ost f(.iTil,ly was the cleniniul oi. the jmrt of the illiterate people 
of IWiipiil for primary e.l«<atio,i. At the pla.es I visited public 
ineetiiifts were colled io which the sijrm.toi ies weie Hindus and 
Miissu limns. [ presided over public meetiiifjs attended by Hindus and 
Mils, siilmnns All the lueetiiiKs that I presided over or attended were 

crowded public ineeting> in which every available space in the hall 
was filled up. leaving a large cn.wd in the verandahs, windows and 
‘ were attemled by people who are actually 

illiterate. They were also attended by the literate and educated clawes, 
but the majority of the people who attended the meetings were the 
cultivators, the illiterate people, the dumb millions of Bengal. In 
all these meetint^. the provision of this Bill that they wiU have to nnv 
a tax was explained both in English and in Bengali and in all 
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ineetingrs resolutions were passed, calling iipi>u me to see lhat the Bill 
is enacted into law in this session of the Council. In some of these 
meetinffs, when resolutions were passed, the fa<*t that it should not 
be referred to the Select Committee ua> specially mentioned. There- 
fore, it is obvious that there i-^ a jrenuine demand on the part of the 
masses, on the part of those who aie illiterate, that there should be 

II Primary Education Bill, and the one thinjr that they weie mo'jt 
keen about was that the Bill should provide eompulsitry education. 
Tliev were not so much concerned whether they will haw to pay a tax 
or not, they were not Concerned whether the District Ma^istiate waft 
to pieside over District School Coniniittee'-, tlie\ di<l not care wliether 
the Central Committee will have executive power m mU. the thin^* 
that they were most cdaniouriiijr about was that the\ want coinpuDory 
education and the Bill slioiild be bron^lit in as “oon as possible. That 
Mas the demand of those who have noF had education 

Sir, we are askinc- lot lesjionsihle (foveniment at the present time. 
I do not think that this House can deny the diimh millioiift of Bengal 
the ri^dit ot primary education and at tlie same time claim resporisihle 
^ Tovernmeiit. I do not im*an to su^jre^t that there should be no 
ie>ponsihle Doveinment until the masse- become literate, but the 
masses -liould lie in a position to uiiderstafid what respon-ilde 
ffovernmeiit is when tlie\ ti-et it 'I'liat thev should be able to -hare 

III the administi ation of the countiv and in shaping its (lestln^ no 

om‘ can deny. At the piesejit time in Bengal To f»er cent, oj the 

population knows nothins^ about the Simon (’ommissionV Heport. the 
Neliiu HepoTt CM the Pound dahle Cc»nlc*renee If we want resj)on-ihle 
ibcceinment innnediatel\ th«*n "e outrht. without delay, to provide* 
pitniaiy ediuaition, so that when responsible (fovernmeiit is intioducfcl 
peccjde are able to exeic ise their tialiehlse intelligently It w i* tall 
to ^et this Bill pass'd in thi- (’ouneil, then it will mean that the 
demand for the last ’.^^(1 \»*ai- for primui> education was meiely a cheap 
agitation apaiii.st (rovei nnieiit and not a real demand ot the people. 
Sir. the weltaie and piourres- of the massfis are the first eonsidetat mns 
of this Hou-e. d hey have responsiiulities toward" the-e people, and 
it is Illy firm coinicitoii tliat nothing can he done foi jhf-e ptMiple 

until they leain hovv to read and wnto and be able to under'tund 
the advantages ot -anitation, soc ial retoim and pcditical letornis. 
(Hear, hear.) It is absolutely necesi-ary in the interests ot the-e peofile 
that they should be piven what they are nskinp for and they should 

l>e in a position to fake advantape of the benefits of welfare work 

and social reform. This Hou.se is in the position of a trustee and 
they will l>e failinp in their duty if they do not see that this Bill is 
enacted into law without any delay whatsoever. 

Sir, public opinion, as far as voc'al opinion is concerned, if we taka 
the newspapers into consideration it will be seen that there lias been very 

14 
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litrle h<WttiKty towards this Bill. The majority of ther papers have 
supported the Bill, others are silent or have ruiiimenled oh the various 
eJauses of the Bill. Therefore I elaiin that T have obtained, in tlie 
only way that was povsible tor me, the opinion of tlie people of Bengal 
with regard to this Bill. I have got tangible pioof that there is, a 
demand on the part of the people of Bengal for tliis Bill; that they 
are prepaied to iindeigo the burden of taxation even (A Voice: No). 
It they ean get tlie Bill, it \\ill piovide primary education.. Sir, a 
gel tlemaii liain «aid “No.” Let me tell liim that at Jessore at a publi(‘ 
meeting Ji repie’^eutatixe ot the depres>ed elas‘»es — President of the 
All-Bengal Dejitessed (’houses A‘'So(iation — I am not quite sure of the 
nomenelatiue — but one of the most re.spoii^ible gentlemen repieseiitiiig 
the depIe^sed < ias^cs said that if they aie (*«>ni])elled to pay e\en *0 
mm h as b pne in the lupee they aie piepared to flo so jo-ovided they 
gel prinuir_\ education. They feel tliat they aie in need of piiiiiary 
education and tlic\ most pel it as ''oon as j)(»s>ibb" witlioiif any delay 
\A ]ia(s(te\ el . I coiisidei , Sii, that it i- a lairl v conclusive evidence 
of the demand foj piiniary education \Ahcn responsible men in a public 
Tnei'ting declare that they aie pnqitiied to tube the burden of taxation 
provided th<‘y get it. 

I would just say one woril and finish and tliat i". in asking you to 
fake Ibis Bill in(<t consideration: I have got a jirecedent of this (biuncil, 
that is to sjiy ot the Beng*al la-g-islative Pouncil din* Bengal 'fenancy 
Amendment Bill was not refer led to a Select (’omnntlee at tht* time 
vheii it was passed, 'i'hat Bill was also taken ini(i consideration on 
similar gmumls, riamelv, that tlu* Bill had been laboie tin* Select 
(bnnmittee ami tiieie v as no ultimate gain in retell ing to a vSelect 
('•iinmiftee a^ain becntis* the diffeiemes were so ]riei‘oncilai)l(‘ that 
no ns(‘tul jiurjto'i* unuld ha\e bc‘en sor\ed ])\ sending that Bill to 
allot liei S«‘lecl ( 'om mil t**e. Sii. on that piec talent ami on tlie giouml 
that tins Bill should he emoted into law, without delay and without 
gi\ing an\ »qq»oitnnit\ of its l»e;ng sjodved ; I ask this Iloiist* to take 
the Bill into consideration innuediately. 

, A ; 1 p.rn. the (’oum il Mas a«]j«mrm d loi prayer ami it re- 

liSseinhbal at i p ni. ] 

Mr* BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* T ]iei> to move, by way of 
amendment, that after the word “ctmsulei ation’ the following be 
added, namely: — 

“after so altering its j>rineiples as to make primary education at once 
ioinpnIsury.“ 

I do not think. Sir, tliat I need speak at lengtli in moving this 
amendment. The Hon hie Minister was very elo<)ueut in moving the 
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motion ^ ^biih stands in his name. That primaryn, education is 
neces^sary" aiid that it i^ for the «rootl of the people is a truism and 
one need n(»t nrjfue that point. We all admit it. But. my friend, the 
Hon’hle Minister ha- said that he has followed the principles laid 
down in the recfunmciidations nf the first Select Committee. But. Sir 
w'hat ahfuit the rerommendations of the second Selei t Committecy 1 
should like to remind the Iloirhle Miiiistei that tlieic weie many 
s^y;^Iaji^t memher- in tlic Ooumil then who were al-o memluos of 
the first Selei t ('ommittee, luit they were all ahnuit Imm the meetiii^^s 
of the f}i<t Seleet roiiiO)ittee and they snlunitled Note-: <d Di— ent. 

that the Hindu opinion was prarticall\ uinet^ie- ntiMl in the lir^t 
Select C'ommittce. 


4-1') p.m. 


But it w,!> pi(>[»cil\ I ej»F eseijt«id jn the -♦*( ojul Sidert (’ominlttee. 
1 Imt Select ( oininittee - rt'fioit i< xcty inc(Ui\ eiiieiit tmm the point 
ot ^ iew of my hoii hJe liituid tin* Mn'i'.t<M and iiaturalK he has n\oi«lcd 

it. 

Tile II on Ide Ministei ha- tried to ntaKc 'Oit a ca**e sa\ in^*' that 
tliere well' nian\ note- nf di—^oit. -o it wa- no n-e leferriiij' tlie Bill 
t(t a Select (’oininiftec aLraiii It i- a no\el piopn>i(ion that lie wants 
to la\ down It lia- a!wa\s lieiMi the jiia-toe in all Iei.'1-iatnies that 
a Bill niu-t have fhicc leadir^jj-; the HoiTlde .Mini-tei wants that a 
Bdl which jiroposes to ta\ ifte Tafe-pa\eis to tin* tune of a crore of 
lUfMM'- -hould he taken fito coiisideiat Ion without a iideience to a 
Se|e( t ( (Unlnittce M\ lion Ide fiieiid lia- • lOiie to that opinion 
e\iden!l\ lieransf he hajijien- to ha\e L’‘ot some -uf*poit fo? his Jidl at 
a tew meetintT'* lodd in Ea-tein Beiitral But I would reinirid him 

tliat Bentral doe- not (on-i-t ol Ka-tern Beniral onh Wh.if ahoul 
the II di-tnci- in We-tein Ihuii.Mir*' Dnl he cmu \eiiture lo ioldie-s 
an\ fiiildi* ineetm>.r in I he -ulmrh- ot t'ahutfa of m the di-tints of 
IIoo^hl\ oj Bufdwan.*' It he had (lone s(»^ he would ha\e lieen 
coin meed that llie pei.plc would not suppoft him in In- piojatsal ot 
nislnnsj thiouirh ij^. p,li ,,4 n,,., loannei Tin- Bill ]>ropo-.‘- n. iinpo-e 
a heaw taxation on the people but what about the liu^re defi< it ot 
R^. U' lakhs:" 'riieie 1- not a word in tlie Bill itselt as to bow tins 
dpfit’it Is to be met [here is niorecrvei rnitinntr in the Bill ^uaraiiteidno 
( to\ er nineiit contribution All tliese thin^- have been v(*rv convenientl 
avoided. 


The HoTi ble Minister was jile.ased fo state that the motions for 
circulation of tlie Bill to elicit opinion were ev’dentl\ meant for 
shehiiij? the Bill. T should like to tell him that there are tnembers 
in this House who have irot the interest of the fountrv as much at 
heart as my hon hie friend anil he has j^ot no rijfh* to (piestion their 
patrifilisfii or to question their rijrht to represent popular viewn. 
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Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point oi order, Sir. Is my 
hon’lile friend speaking on his motion or ig he speaking on a subsequent 
motion foi reference to the Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you making one speech on all your 
amendments y In that case, you had better first move all your 
amendments formally. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As regards my amendment 
Xo. 1, I submit that this Iieavy taxation could only have been justified 
if the people would get compulsory primary education at once. Clause 
29 ol the Bill j)j‘ovideh for taxation and clause 5-5 says that “if the 
J^odd (loveinment, utter ((oisiilting the Board concerned, is satisfied 
that there is adeijuate provision for primary education in any area 
for uhich Cnion Bf)ard, union committee r)] panchayat, has been 
coii'^t it uted, it may, by notification, declare that jirimary education 
slitill be c(»mpulsoiy within }>uch areas. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order, you had bettei follow my advice 
and formally move the amendments fiist. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Ve.y well. Sii, I beg to 

move — 

that after tin* word “cmisideration” the following be added, 

namely: — “after so modifying it^ principle> as to make the Bill 
afiplicabb* to botli iirlian and rural ait*as’'; 

that after the word “consideration” the following bp added, 

namel\ “after so altering the pnnciples and details of taxation 
as to make the (M»vernment le^ponsible for one half of the 
expend) tuH‘ from the date the Act comes into f)peration on 
account of compulsory jirimaiv education fiom the general 
revenues of the province”; 

that after (he word “consideration” the following be added, 

namely: — “after such moilifieutions have l>een made in it as 
shall make the (lovernmeiit responsible on a statutory basis 
fivun ihe flute when the Act ironies into operation for Rs. 97,00,000 
annually as icf urring expenditure to meet the deficit in the 

total amount requireil ai^cording to (iovernment estimate to 
finance the scheme”; 

that after the word “consideration” the following be added, 

namely: — “after such modifications have been made in it as 
shall make the Government responsible on a statutorv basis 
from the date when the Act comes mto operation for the whole 
expenditure on account of the training of teachers, inspecting 
staff and for impaHing agricultural education in all primary 
schools in the rural area/' 
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Sir, admittedly the people will have to pay an additional taxation 
but education will be compulsorv only when the Government choose 
to make it so. AVhat does it meanr It means that people will have 
to bear an additional burden tor primary education, yet they will 
go on paying the tuition fees of tlieii children till primary education 
is made compulsory. 

As regards my amendment No. 2, I think that the provi-;u»n of the 
Bill should be extended to uiban areas also, except of course to the 
city oi Calcutt*: which ha^ its own Act or Dacca. The urban areas are 
practically rural areas. Why ilivnle them into watertight tompart* 
meuts^ For the purposes of election to lcgi^latures these s«)*calleii 
urban areas are not diihucntiated from rural an*a.s, but they form om* 
constitueiicv. T do not had any justification for ilifterentiating them 
for tlie sake of primaiy education and I think that the juovi.sioiis of 
this Bill ought to be extended to all tlie muiiudpal ureas exiepting as 
I have -aid Calcutta and I)ac<a. 

I liavo already jiointcd out. thcic is no guaiantce in tin* Bill that 
tjic Go\cinjucnt will rontnbiitc a [Mutioii fd the co-t It is onl\ a 
jiious wish *ha' the ( iovci rinicnt woubi oontributc towanls the <'os1 td' 
tin* 'lainit'g <d te:nh*‘is <.r |oj the irispcrtirig staf' Briman ciluca- 
tiori should be otn* (»t tin* fnsi rliarv’cs on tin* icv<*nuc ot any civili-ed 
(»i*\cinnicn*. s(j jf is o!d\ |Ust and prrjpcr’ tliat this Bill sliould (’ontuin 
dctinitt* pinNision guaianlooiii^* that a poitntn of ifn* I'ost should he 
li(»!in* b\ ( i<t\ or ninciit. It that is jou doin* and if the (fo\einmcnt 
wail* til -pend iiioic iiioiii'v nii a ilepaitmcnt whi«h thc^ piefi*r th«*v 
w<iuM alwa\> *’i\ -thiuc i- no ni<iin*\ and there mu-t la* additional 
tiixation wc make .in\ grant for compul-oix pimiaiy edmiition. 

A' regal ds iii\ riUH-iidliient No 4. there is ,% ljug«* »lefiei| of 

Rs, {IT.tH* The Bill Is alisolutely silent <»n tin* piunf arni the 

Hoii'hb* Mir.istHj was als<t Nej\ <-onvenn*ntly silent in his *pee< h whiili 
dwelt with nn*» t ingl^lii .les^oie ainl in f»ther phn*e- in the intenoi. He 
has told Us how lie was wol<oineil ami Intw tin* |e*op)e thought that 

^^esvlah had at last (nine. I wiriild a-k him to explain tin- lacuna in 
the Bill. The proposed taxation of a nore of ruj»ee-. who h is in itself 
a heavy one, will not ( ovoj halt tin* eo-t of piiinai\ edin ation joi all the 
bo\ s ami gills of school-going age in the jnovinee. 

These aie the |K»iiits vhnh ought to be properly eonsi<le?»*fl and 

ought to lie placed Irefrue the jiublie. That is the rea-oii wli\ there 

are so many niutions for the * ireulatnui ot the Bill and for :ts leference 
to a Select f’ommittee. My hon'ble firerid thinks that we are anxious 
to shelve the Bill. I can assure you. Sir. that we ate not f know there 
are committees to sheKe and eomrnittees to sfdve If the Iboj'hb* 
Mini-ter ag»ees‘ to refer the Bill to ai Selei t ('omnnttee. we shafl l»e 
helpful to h:ni to solve the problem and shall not attempt to shelve it. 



214 


OOFJERXME^^T BILLS.^ ^ 


fl3TH Aug., 


Sii, the Ilon’hle Minister has said that his meetings were attended 
hv tlie (lunil) millions, by the illiterate people, and that they pressed 
on him not to refer the Bill to a Seleet Committee, I will ask him 
— does he seriously want us to believe it ? Dues he mean to suggest 
that thes(> illiterate people know what a leferenee to the Select Com- 
miltee is? Have they got any idea as to what a Selec't Committee is? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order 
Sij'. My lion'ble friend^ amendments do not refer to a Select 
('omniittee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is Ml, but the hon’ble membei- is entitled to 
throu out .suggestions that in ca.se the Bill is ref ei red to a Select 
Committee the lemedy which lie i' seeking by the^e amendments might 
be tortheoming in that Committee. It may b(‘ in his mind — 1 am 
meiel\ ^ucrsing — that in the event <if any such assurance being given 
b\ \ou lliat the Select Committee proposal would he aciejited. he would 
withdraw his motions 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is extictly what i-* in 
my mirnl. We attach gieat impoitance to the motlon^ for retening 
the Bill to a S<dect (’omiuittee; ami if the Hon'hle Ministei will find 
it pos>ible to accept any of the^e motions, certainl\ we >'hall be very 
glad to withdiaw all oui amendments. I tlo not think I neetl detain 
the House any longer as theie may be othei incmbeis who aie anxious 
to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At this stage oliseivation of a geneial chaiaiter 
are not permissible to an\ other membei 

Members must confine then lemarks to the amendments now before 
♦ he House. 

4 » 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir having regard to 
your luliug I shall confine in\self to the propositions which have been 
put lorwaid In my ln'ii’lde triend. Mi. Singh Boy. I do not know 
whethei I shall be lu u position to sup)H>it them in the torm in wliii'h 
they ha\e been put because such support might imply that the Bill 
in the present Idiiu should not be considered by this (\iuncil. That is 
what I do not dedre. But at the same time I w*ish to say that some 
of the pimiMisals made by Mr. Singh Roy are pmposals which are worthy 
of every support, and I hope that the Minister will give a little calm 
consideration to some of his pn»|K>snls and be able to give su<‘h assurance 
as will make it unnecessary to press this motion to a vote. The 
ITon’lde Mini -iter in his speech made very noble utterances in regard 
to the neces.sity of giving free and compulsory primary education to 
the masses. Sir. I have lung felt the need of primary education. For 
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the lust 20 years uud more I have Npokeii aiul wnitteu alM>ut the urgent 
nei*e>sity of free and coinpulsory primary education among the ma^>es. 
I can carry’ back my memory to the da\-s when Mr. (iokhale introduied 
hi'^ memorable Klementarv Kdmatitm Hill in the Iiulian Legi'.lativa 
Council, Avhen there was a tremendou> opposition to the Hill in Hengal. 
Even then I had the courage to speak out that the Hill was a necessity. 

4-r> j).m. 

3Iy ctpifiioiis have ne\ei ( hanged. The pioM-iion ot tree coinpuUoiy 
primary edui'aiion tor the mas>es has been recognised to Im* a pinnaiy 
dut^ of all ci\ilised States at tin* ]>resent moment, and action on the 
part ot the t t(>\ ei nmeiit ot Hengal ha< been long over-due. 1 th<Met(»M* 
welcome the elloits (»t the Hon’ble Minister tor pusliing thiough the 
Hill to?’ the pin pose ot piovoliiig tree compulsoiv primar\ educatiiui 
tnr the imi'ses. His enthusiasm struck me as reniaikable, but \\ hen 
I looked int< the piovi>i(ms of the Hill it seemed t«» me that he was 

speaking without his biiet. I In* Hill is not diiet ted towaids providing 

tiee and compulson )»nmai\ education to the masses at all. It do«‘.s 
not provide anvwlnue that ^\itiiin an\ time whats(»eM*r ('ducatiou 

must Im* tiee and rompnlsf.n in Heiigal. It leaves the whole thing to 
tile discretion dt ( oi\ ci nment. It pnoides n** machinen by whicli the 
pnuiiise laid down in the ]*ieamble tliat this is a Hill foi the jmipose 
ot making oiimai\ edmation tiee wuliin ten ^eals ( mi l*e tulhlled. 
3heie is no m.ohinci\ t^* woik up tin* pi«*u^i,imme oj building np a, 
s\stem oi ftee and compulsoi\ plimatx edmation in Hengal in 
yeais. oi, tot the matlt-r id that, within ‘Jtl xeais. 

Sir, I h.i\e ( los»d\ examined the finaio'ial provision* in the Hill, 
but I find that on the basis ot those tinamial proposals then* is ici 
prospect of flee and compulsorx piimatv education being ptovided in 
Hengal within a reasonahb* time M\ ft lend M» Singh Ho> han 

alluded to tin* detn it of H* lakh* winch lia* got to be met. It may 
be that this sum may not be necessaix; it max be that the rexised 
scheme x\hich lias been f mined l>y < foverniiient may be adeipuite, 
although I doubt it xeiy much 

But theie Is a fundamental defect in the Hill, in the whole finain ial 
scheme, whmh makes it imposHihie that the Hill should piovide free 
and compulsory education all through Bengal, and that is that each 
^listrict is to form a «e]>arate financial and admiin.stiative unit for tb« 
purpose of primal y education. The District Pninarv Education Eiind 
is to consist of realisations from the Ce-ss in that district phis such 
oontrihutions ns the (ioxeniment makes. Now, Sir, T take my stand 
on the figures as given in the revised scheme, (fovernirient is going to 
«pend alniut 23 lakhs for the purpose of primary education and no more. 
That is the total fund available. Now there are districts in whith tha 
Cess Fund as lexded under the Hill would not lie anything like adequata 
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for the purpose of providing adequate resources for primaiy education 
throughout the district. On the other hand there are districts, for 
instance, the district of Burdwan, with its mines, which would provide 
an enormou-t revenue in the shape of an Education Ce>s. which would 
he much more than what is needed for that district. Now, Sir, neither 
in tlu draft Bill nor in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, nor in 
the sfieech (*t the Hon’ble Minister introducing the Bill, has anything 
been said which shows that it may be ]>os>ible foi- each district, out 
of its funds to lun all the schools that are nece-sary to provide elementaiy 
education throughout that district. I <io not know whethof such figures 
are available. 1 do not know that Midi figuie^ have been examined. 
Besides that, when the Bill is ruice parsed and it comes into operation 
it may be found that it is liojieles^ly inade([iiate for the purpose of 
providing primary education in Bengal not in ten \eais. not in 20 years’ 
time, but perhaps not at all, unless we totallv levise the financial pio- 
p(»sals ol tfie fiill. 'I'herefore, Sii, I ha\i* evei\ "Vinjiathy witli my 
lion ble fiiei.d when he suggests that Hometlnng shfuild be provided in 
the Ifill by which an ample guaiantee should be given that jirimaiy 
education '•iHiuld be made fiee and I’ompuEoi y thioughout Bengal 
within a leasonable time. xa\. within 10 \eais or 0 \ear-., as the ca^e 
ina_\ be. Such a juovision is not only eiitiieK ab^Mit in the Bill but 
the Bill, ha\ing reg-ard to the princijiles on which it has been fiamed. 
IS inconsistent with such a consummation. The financial pi’OMsnms in 
tli<‘ Bill, as I have said, ba\e nevei been adeijuatelv considered, at least 
not consKbutMl tioiii the points of \ iew tiom which they ought to lie. 
It l!ic\ had Ihmmi s<» consideied. the lesult would ha\e been dillerent. 

I am complet<*l\ in faxour of lev\ing a <’ess Pn piimaiv education, 

I would go so far as to iai<e moie than (hat— all that is nec(‘ssai\ for 
the purpose of giMiig flee and conipulsoi\ prim.iiy education thiiiiigh- 
out the j)io\ince at the eaihest oppoitunit\ But w«* ha\e yet to see a 
proposal whi<li is gtung to do that. I have had the honour of an 
inteiNiew with (lie lion ble Ministei and lune alrea«l\ discussed the 
provisuuis of the Bill w'lth him 


Mft PRESIDENTS I am atraol xou have drifted awa\ fiom the 
mattei now beb»re the Houve. I had not tlie least iiiclinatitm of 
Htopping \ou. but I ibink that unless I sound a note of warning other 
members might fall into the ]>it falls wliich you aie leaving behind you. 
The point is this: there aie five amendments before the House at the 
present moment and your lemarks should he c<*nfined to them. After 
all the-e have been disposed of, a stage will be leached in which 
metnbeis will be permitted to make general observations with regard 
to tin Bill itself. For the piesent your lemarks should be confined to 
»ui h t»oiticn.s of (he Bill as are within the purview of these five 
amendments. 
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Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, what I was poinjr 
say is that it is necessaiy that not only should there be some provision 
in the Bill for makinjr priitiarv ediuation free and compulsory 
immediately or within a peiiod ot time to be fixed now. -which shall 
not be altered without the consent of this Legislative Council and there 
must also be adequate provision in the Bill which would enable district 
sch(K)l boards when constituted, to carry (»ut the progtamme set forth 
in the Bill for that purp<»se. I think. Sir, that the Bill as now tramed 
does not contain such provisions, 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: These motions ol which 
notice hn> l>*‘en given aie Hank in<»veiiient^ to deter the Bill as tar as 
povsilde. Tt is unlcutunate that Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy has 
brou;^ht in tlic'-e motions at so late a stage in the <aieer of this Bill, 
and some of us ha\e m* othei alteinati\e than to think that he wants 
To tai'C lime su tlui! the evil day mi;.;ht be postjioned as much as posNilde. 
But 1 nnclit temind him of the \\a\e of opinion iag*ing in the 
<ounM\ ai d It Is ne(essai\ to take mUe <d the feelings of those outside 
so iliat We The I ejn esentat 1 \ es of the peopb' might t«*el al this distaiii'e 
that We ha\e been true to the interests (d the pe<»ple at Iuig(‘. 

Now. sn. wiiot ale the amendments of Mi. Bip*\ Jbasad Singh 
lb'\ y Ills fij.t ainefnlment is that the piiiinples of the Bill should 
be St, alteieil as to make ptimaix education at <uice eomimlsniv . J ask 
Ml 'sinoh lbi\ it !h‘ hiniselt has thought «d anv scheme b\ which 
plop, .sal. of such a magnitude aHcting millions «,{ people can be at 
otn e i:i\e?; • he* t i<i It takes time to giNe practnal ellect to su, h a 
measiiie Ih'Me Would })e pltlaljs no doubt, luit I do Iiot klUlW \U*t (d 
an\ single meisuie in the histor\ ot this countix in whn h a measuio 
<'(,uld at onre la* intioduce,! in surh ti pet feet shape. 

Ills sec.md nmemlment is that th«‘ Bill should be apfilicabb* to ledh 
uiban ami mral aieas. IIhmc aie some (d Us who aie of opinion that 
it would be mm h better it iiiban as well as luia! aieas coubl bi* taken 
togs-th*’!, but it Is too late now to arc»‘pt it berause that go(*s fundu- 
mentall\ igaiiist the principles of the Bill. -VLo b«*({iuse we have an 
iticougruouit htate fd aflaits ni th»* (ountr\ in whiih the munK .pulitieif 
ha\e got (<4ie method of taxation and the distnet Uumls anothei. So 
long as h»*M‘ methods H»main it is not possible to amalgamate the 
two local b< tiles; we have g-tU tt) laise taxes fiom luial aieas and the 
tmly tangible and ])iactical scheme which can he thought <d is the tens 
nne In municifuilities no such cess is possjfde and none has \<*t lieen 
devised so «- to be unifftrmly applieable t»» btdh luial and muniiipal 
areas. I hat :s the seeontl reastjn why Mr. Singdi Roy's second 
amendment, though ac(*eptahle in principle, taniiot be a« cepfed to-day, 
at least ?o long a* tlie pie>eiit incongruous stage o, taxation iemain«» 

Ml far u:* municipalities are concerned. 
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would jump at the idea. But if you go through the provisions of the 
Bill, you will hud nothing of the t>ort. What does the Preamble sayi* 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You are again drifting away from the real 
points. 

Mr, 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: My point is this: that 
if the measure is to be prrxeeded with at all, it must be proceeded 
■with on the basis of free and compulsory primary education 
immediately. 

The Hon’bie Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Azizul Haijue ha*^ dealt witli the five amendments which have 
been niove<l b\ Mr. Bij‘>y ]*iasa<l Singh Roy. 

As leganFs ameiulmeiit No. 1, wIikIi seeks to make primary 
erlueatinn (((iiipulsdiy at <»nee, it :s a thing which is practically 
impo', Slide at the pieseiit .state ot the countiy's development. To be 
aide to make pimiaiv education conipuLory at once, we must have 
schools all o\er Bengal within a iea'«r»nable di^tauce of each other, 
ve t/utf tlir iKtfjs rouhl 70 to those .s( //oo/.v and till'- is an imj)o.ssible 
task at present, flow (an one piovide foi- such s( bools immediately 
after tlie [lassing of the .Vet!*' Fust of all, it is a phy.sical impossibility. 
Secondlv . tin* inoiie^ that we shall realize fioni (‘ess will not be 

sufficient t(» piovide for sch(»ols immediately, and therefore it is not 
jios'.ible to make fuimary educatnui compulsory at present. It is also 
neces‘^al^ tliat \\e should have trained teachers as far as j)(»ssil)le. 

At the present tune tlu* number ot trained teai'hers is very small. And 
to ha\e tunned teadnus in sufti<ient numbers will take considerable 
time, 'riiat another con>ideiation Mhi(h jirevent^ us from making 
primary e<lucation conijniUory immediately f»n the passing of the Act. 

Nou as regaids th(* fourth amendment which refers to the deficit 
of Rs. 97 lakhs under tin* levisfd scheme whnb has been prepared by 

tlie I)irect(»i of Biiblic Instruction, there will be no deficit. The 

';’!*>st itt(» tb. n f oe does not arise. 

.\s rt'gards amentu*»t at No. b. theie an* eeitaui otlier ameiidinents 
regarding tlie fiist two p«(ints. viz., making statutory provision for 
expi'iiditiue on the tiainiiur of teachers and iiispeeting staff, I think 
r shall he ahb* to give a definite reply wlien we rea( h that .stage, 
but as regards impaiting agricultuial edmation in primaiy sehools, I 
have got to ojipose it on the ground that the s<henie of the Director 
of Public Instruction balances the whole thing and provides for free 
and primary education within seven years. If this clause is added, 
We <b> n(d know what the lutiial financial condition would be, and we 
cannot guarantee to provide this. So. I have got to oppose this 
amendment also. Sir. I oppose all the five amendments. 
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The following motion were then put and lost : — 

That after the word “consideration” the followinj^ be added, 
namely: — “after so altering: its principle.^ as to make primary 
education at once compulsory.” 

That after the word “consideration” the following: In* adtled, 

namely: — “after so moditying- its principles as to make the Bill 
applicable to both urban and rural areas.” 

That after the word “consideration” the tollowingr be added, 

namely: — “after so altering the priiuiples and details of 

taxation as to make the Government responsible foi one half of 
the expenditure from the date the xVct comes into operation on 
account of compulsory primary education from the general 
revenues of the province.” 

That after the word “consideration” the bdlowing be adiled, 

namely: — “after such modifications have been made in it as 
shall make the Government re>pou.sible on a statutory ba.sis fit>m 
the date when the xVct (’omes into operation for Its. flT.OO.OOO 
annually as reclining exjienditure to meet the deficit in the 
total amount lefiuned according to Government estimate to 
finance the siheine.” 


The motion that alter the word “consideration” the fidlowing be 
adde<l. i.amel\. “after sin h mo<lifi< ations have been made in it as 
shall make the (foveinment responsible on a statutory basis from the 
date when the Aft comes into operation toi the whole expenditure on 
account oi the tiaining of teachers, inspecting staff and for imparting 
agric ultural education in all primary sc hocds in the rural urea,” was 
put and a division called After the hell had <*eased ringing and 
when the House was going to divide, the mover expressed his deaire 
not to pie.s.s lor divi^lon. 

The division was then, by leave of the Housp, culled off and the 
motion was declared lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: With regard to amendments Nos. fi-15 it appears 
that they are all more or les.s identical, and 1 think that to save the 
time of the House, I should select one of them for disni.ssion. The 
fate of that amendment will deride the fate of the rest. I think the 
House will agree with me that Mr. J. N. Gupta’s amendment should 
be chosen for the purpose of our debate. T might add that memlietn 
who have given notice of similar motions may speak on Mr. Gupta's 
tmeadment, if they so desire. 
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5-15 p.m. 

Mr. J. N, GUPTA: J beg to move, by way of amendment, that 
having regard to the vital irnpoitame of finding adequate funds 
for the woiking of the scheme outlined by ihe Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education Rill, 19d0, and the necessity (d a suitable contribution from 
Provincial revenues for the scheme, the Rill be circulated for eliciting 
opinion theieon and that December, PMl, be fixed as the date by 
whi< h ojiinions shciuld be received. 

Sir, I sincerely trust that the woidiiig fd the amendment which I 
ha\e the h(»m»ui to move t(»-da^ leave's uu -^oit oi doubt lu the UMuds of 
hon’ble inendxMs legarding my attitude t(»wards the beneficent 
meuMire which is the subject of the jire^ent Rill. 1 would all the saiue 
like to say at once that myself and the })urty in this ('ouncil to which 
I have the honour to behuig are unreseivedly pledged to the cau>e of 
the education of the ina^He'^. and for the inattei of that to any scheme 
whi< h h.is for its object the u]dift, be it social, economic or ediicatioTial 
of the rural population (d Rengal. Sii. how could it possibly be 
otherwise!" We. who owe ever \ thing in hie which we value to the 
education whi<h we had the good fortune of receiving, how can we 
(Itoiy the liglit of (‘ducat ion and enlightinent to our less favoured 
hridhen whose need in tluN resjrect is truly far greater than of the 
soxadbul upper classes^ Eurthermoie. Sn. to men like my‘'elt who luive 
devoted tlie best poi’tion of our lives m woiking foi the ujililt (d the 
masses of Rengal and uho have therefore necc'^sarily dev(d(*d a great 
deal (d our time pr’ormding the cnitse <d tlie ('dmation of the peojde, 
have a s]iecial liotid (d attachment f<»r tlu* cau''e (d pnmarv edm'ation 
in Rengal. That in taking the liberty of striking tlii^' ptusoual note 
I have mad(* no vain hoavt I (‘onfidently hope will he borne out by 
bon’ble iiHMiibiMs wh(» repr(*serit such di''tiicts a> Noakhali, Rogra or 
Rarigpur, for if T remember aright in all these di''tiicts there was a 
very mark(‘d imp<‘tus for mass education and th(‘ uplift of the rural 
population generall\ during the \ears I had the lionour of serving in 
those districts as Magistrate and (’hairman of tli(‘ District Board. 

You rnnv w(‘ll ask if this is our attitude towards this Rill why do 
we pr’opose to have its (‘onsideratimi pf^^tponed!" The reason" T have 
sought to indicate in the wording of mv amendment It is in the 
best interests of the cause of primary education itself and to save 
this beneficent measure fr«»m bitter opposition from the ver^’ people 
in wb(»se interests it has been (onceived that I am moving this 
nmendment. The working of the scheme outlined in the Bill, 
defective and inadequate as it is. will entail the imposition of fresh 
taxation on the people of Bengal to the tune of a crore and twenty-six 
lakhs of rupees without any substantial contribution frem the Provincial 
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revenues. I ask th« Hqn'ble Minister in charge of the Bill, and I 
as^k the Goveritiiient oi Bengal, is this a suitable and proper occasioa 
lor the imposition of fresh taxations on fhe people, nhith will Le 
a heavier^ljuiden than that of the existing ruad cess and public woiks 
less put together!'' Apart from the grave political blunder of Midi a 
measure at this crisis I once more ask the Alini.ster in charge and the 
(idveinineut, have they paused to consider the grave iiiju.stice to which 
they will subject this unfortunate province if this Bill were to he 
pa>>ed into law!" They cannot he unaware that this pioxime is already 
Miheiing tiom the gr(»sest tinaiicial iiieiiuality of tieatment at the 
haruB of the Central (io\eiiimeut — the richest province in India with 
the must e.\panding sources ot income, the largest population, and the 
iiio^t dithiult ami pressing jiioldenis of in.sanitation and poverty to 
-sol\<‘, tills jiioviioe lias to \ield up to the Central (Tovernment no less 
than pei <eiit. <it its levtuiues and contributes no less tlian 45 per 


c«nt. lit tile total leveime to the Central (Tovernnieiit uhich aro^ fur 
in e\<e'‘- (t th“ coiili iluitioii^ of other provinces, and i.s thus left^with 
tlie siiialleHt leveiiue jiei hea<l ot tht* populat am just over Bs. whicll 
on an aMM.iue is about one-tbird of the revenue of the other major^ 
jiioviiii (it India A*' .t thi> in not enougii you now propose to 

iiupon* tM'sh taxation on the people xvitliout gning theiU 

j)i .o tically an> substantial aid from the Piovincial (iovernment. 
Sir. I do bopc the Hon’lile Minister does not sutfei trom the delusion 
tliat till" pfoNiiico i" lightly taxed (‘(uupared with other provinces of 
India aiol the I'cimamMit Settlement hides untold minis ot silver 
uhich ha\(‘ oiilv to he tap]»ed to produce a shower of lupees. Sir^ 
he niu-t he well a\^aie that taking ('entral ami piovincial faxes together 
the incidetice ot taxation per head of the pofiulation is higher in 
Bengal than in an\ other pio\ince ex(epting Bomhay being Bs. 7-8 
]>eT head against B" of I'nited Provinces and Bs. 5-11 of ^fadiHS 

and Bs, >-h (d the Punjab. Tn the Statement of OhjectH and Reasonfi 
ot tbe diali Bill tlie Ministei-in-charge has euidiemistically staled 
“th*‘ present Bill is liased in the first iii'-fam e on the Madias Klenientary 
lalucatioii Act, Ptljll, luit ditteis fioni the Statute in many important 
leatuies. Indeed it doe-, Sii. as hon'hle inemliers must he well 
a\^aie. in Madian aiiv local authority in ^^hose area the Klemeiitarv 
Kducation Act of Pt^tl is luought into force has the jiower to lew a 
tax not exceeding jier cent, of the tax at present levinhh* Iiy that 
l)od.v. To the amounts so levied (Tovernment ninst contribute an e<]ual 
sum ami in addititui the aiiiounf of recurring expendituie imairreil 
fiom piovincial funds on edmation in elementary s(hf»oN umler public 
management in fhe area during the financial year before the Act came 


into force. Sir. in Bengal while on fhe one hand the proposed taxation 
will W over 100 per cent, of the itmd cesn and public works ress now 
leviable under the Road Ces^ Act, there will he on fhe part ‘ 
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local Government no contribution in money to the proposed District 
Primary Education Fund, though it is true that Government will 
fake charge of the training of teachers and of the cost of the inspecting 
htatt. But Government even now must be spending a certain amount 
on these heads, and although there is bound to be some increase under 
the proposed scheme yet the additional Government contribution to 
the scheme ol primary education outlined in the Bill will still be 
insignificant. Thus Bengal will be unique both in the exce.ssive 
burden of fresh taxation which this Bill seeks to impose on the people 
4 ind the extreme meagreness of the financial assistance which Govern- 
ment propose to make. 1 have said Bengal will be uuenviably uniijue 
in this respect because on scanning through the scale of (iovernment 
subvention in the schemes of primary education recently introduced 
in other provinces of India, I find it is nowhere less than halt oi the 
local contribution sind in scmie cases even two-thirds. 

Sir, I have just .stated above that already this unfortunate province 
is <Ieprived of the major poi-tiou of the revenues by the Government of 
India in the une(iuitable arrangement which at present obtains, and 
I ask why should she be again subjected to thi'* additional uneciual 
treatment jinlged on the standard of what is being done in other parts 
of India for mass education. I know the Hon'ble Minister will tell 
me in reply that he is not responsible tor this ine([uitable treatment at 
the hands of the (Vntral Government of which I complain. Ha may 
oven point out that according to my own admission this Government 
is one of the poorest in India, and it is not t^o^^ible ftir that Government 
to be more generous to the cause of primary ediu'ation than what he 
has persuaded it to be. He might furthei- ask me what would I like 
to do now. F(u 1 must admit, like all of us liere, that the state of 
elementary edmaition in Bengal is most deplorable judged on any 
possible standard either (jualitative or (juantitative. Should we stay 
our hands and stand aside and do nothing to improve the present 
deplorable state of affairs, because Government is unable to make a 
suitable «'ontribution towariL the expenses which will be requiredl' T 
admit there would be much force in thi'* contention it we had to accept 
the present financial ineipiulity of treatment ot thi> province to be 
sacrosanct and irrev(»cable. Fortunately, however, there is every 
reason to believe that in the immediate future the financial position of 
thi.s province will materially improve. The Government India, the 
Simon Commission and all impartial investigators have been fully 
impre.ssed with the intolerable and grossly unfair financial position in 
which this province has been placed, and although there may he 
difference of opinion regarding the manner in which and the extent 
to which financial relief is to he given to Bengal, there cannot he any 
reasonable doubt that in the impending constitutional changes we shall 
'Teo^ive a far more just and generou? financial treatment. 
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The Wjwie quesuon, therefore, resolTe^Jtself into this, should we 
wait a little while longer or rush through this Bill with its unequal 
treatment of this province and the heavy load of taxation which it 
seeks to impose on the peopled I think I am in a position to advance 
two arguments which might help hon'ble members to come to a 
decision in this matter. The first is that in passing this Bill into 
law we shall be depriving ourselves of a potent argument for l)etter 
financial treatment and rectification of the grave injustice which has 
reduced this province to such a state of impotence that she is unable to 
attend even to aut h vital needs as education of the masses. This aspect 
of our case has already attracted the attention of impartial critics. 
Mr. Richey, the F^lucutional Adviser to the (hnernment of India, in 
reviewing the progress of education in India during 1917-22 has 
observed : “The financial inequalities of the provinces cannot but 
profoundly affect their education policies. While Bombay with its 
large and growing revenues ran contemplate the early and general 
introduction of compiilsoiy primary education, it is out cd the ejuestion 
for Bengal with its restricted inelastic resources to consider any such 
project.” 

p.ro. 

There is still another reason uhich, in my humble judgment, the 
Minister shotibl bedd his hand till he is able to .secure a just share of 
any future addition to the Provincial revenue whiidi we might obtain. 
He must remember there are other competing and unfortunately far 
more powerful depaitineiits of the Government, whose insatiable greinl 
for more funds will never lie satisfied and he will find himself in a 
weaker p(»sitioii to jiress f(ir his claims if he now received an 
wngiuentation of funds by nearly a crore and a half. 

Sir, I have not considered it necessary' to examine the framework of 
the Bill in any detail. The amendment rec'oniinends that the Bill be 
icirealated for futher expression of opinion and we shall in due eourae 
flubmit our detailed criticism of the Bill. I may, however, st-ate here 
that broadly speaking my contention will be that the provision of 
funds made in the Bill is not sufficient for making prinmiy' education 
free and universal and at the same time efficient throughout the 
province. The scale of pay proposed for the teachers wimld not be 
adequate to attract competent and suitable men. Another observation 
which in my bumble judgment deserves careful consideration is that 
the mere imparting of literary education to the niral population will 
not meet the requirements of the ease. What is necessarv* is that our 
acheme should be able to place facilities for such vocational and 
agricultural training wjtbin the reach of the vast majority of the 
'people who haye to live on the produce of the land, with an equal 
vagard to iha haalth and aanitary surroundlngt of the pupila whieh 

Id 
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will make them better citify and better earners. The organic inter- 
connection of the different'epheres of rural welfare cannot be overlooked 
in any scheme of mass education which we might piopose for thia 
province. This aspect of the case has been fully recognilted both by 
the Agricultural Commission and the Hartog Committee. If I am so 
^fortunate as to get an opportunity of moving the resolution which 
stands last in the list I shall be able to place before the House a 
modest scheme for intern^mnected rural uplift in all its aspects which 
will go a long way towards preparing the ground for the introduction 
of Iree and compulsory universal primary education in this province 
* in due course. In the meanwhile I am free to admit that all the 
amplifications which we suggest will mean still further increase in the 
cost of our scheme, both initial and recurrent, but that will be 
” something worth having and I ran assure the Hon’ble Minister that 
after he is able to secure a cmre of rupees for mass education from 
the Provincial Kevenue, the couii'tn' will cheerfully suhmi^ to 
taxation for another crore to secure such education for the mass of our 
countrymen us will help them to improve their lot in life and he 
w’orthy citizens of a democratic India. The party to which I have 
the honour to lielong undertakes to prepare the country and public 
opinion in favour of such a sacrifice. I would therefore earnestly beg 
the House to support my amendment to postpone the consideration of 
this Bill till the end of next year. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: I do not think there is any jnstifi cation^ 
for a dilatory motion like the one under discussion. Wlien a similar 
Primary Kd\ication Bill was introduced in 192S it was widely circulated 
inviting public opinion and a large volume of opinion was re(‘eived and 
circulated among the memhers of the rouncil. T do not think there is 
much difference between that Bill and the one before the House. For 
n bmg time we have been elamouring for the introduction of free wid 
compulsory primary edmation in the country. In all advanced 
countries most of the inhabitants are literates. In Japan the 
. percentage of literates is 97. in America Oo, in England 93, whereas in 
Bengal it is not even 10 per cent. This appalling illiteracy, I need 
hardly say, is a great slur on the administration. In the Punjab and 
some of the other provinces steps have already been take in this 
direction. But in Bengal. I regret to say, which is regarded as the 
most advanced province in India, nothing has yet been done. Thi^r 
regrettable indifference of Government towards the education of the 
masses cannot he <‘oiidemned in too strong a language. In these 
circumstances it would be most regrettable, nay reprehensible if this 
«p|K)rtunity is not availed of for devising means for the spread of 
primary education in Bengal. 

I do not, however, moan that the Bill should be passed as it is. It 
ahould be carefully scrutinised and the different clauses should be 
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ihoToughfy discmaed with a view^4o remava any objectionable feature 
and to make the necessary chancres in the Sill. In this connection I 
cannot refrain from referrinj? to my sad experience in the past, when 1 
liad to pay heavy penalty for beinjr regarded as an educationist. You 
cannot realise, Mr. President, until you arrive at my ajre, what a great 
inconvenience if is for an old man like myself to attend day after duy. 
meetings of the Select Committet' and then to find the result of its 
deliberations pigeon-holed in the Se<‘retariat, if not consigned to the 
waste-paper basket. Twice the Government introduced Primary 
Education Bill in the Council, twice it was referred to a Sel»e| 
Committee and twii e after the submission of its report the Oovornment 
dit>|iped the Bill f<»r reasons best known to them. I find U out of 12 
lioii’hle members, who have tabled motions for the reference of the Bill 
to a Select Committee, have proposed my name as a member. I feel 
much hesitation in agreeing to serve on the Committee, if one is 
appointed, unless theue is some sort of assurance from tin* lloiChlo 
Minister in charge of the Bill that the Bill us amended hy the Select 
Committee, if one is appointed, or on the fliwir of the House and passed 
hy the Council will find a place in the Statute Book. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : Sir, as the pioneer of the 
Library movement in Bengal. I shouhl he failing in my duty if I did 
not M’elcoine tlie Bill intended to further the cause of primary education 
in the rural areuN It in long ovcnlue. Free and compulsory 
primar\ edinalnui the ciNing neeil (»f the hour. The appalling 
illiteracy of the Illa^^e', is a standing ilisgrucc to the <‘ountrv and we 
cannot hut bring home to tlie (iovernment its responsibility in the 
matter. However, I am glad to fiml that the Go\ernment has at last 
realised the importance of imparting edurution to the masses better 
late than never. 

As to the financial asp<‘( t of the measure, tlie framers of the Bill 
have committed an egregious blunder. The present economic condition 
of Bengal does not favcuir the iiiifMisition of any fresh direc t taxation on 
the masses who were alrcuidy groaning uiid«T heavy taxation and 
pecuniary liabilities. This would make the Government more 
unpopular than ever. This was also not the opportune* moment for the 
imposition of any additional tax whatsoever. 

In this Bill there was no statutory obligation on the part of the 
Government to hear a fair share of the cost. The minimum should l»e 
at least fifty per cent. This was one of the main defocU in the Bill, 
Government wants to ask the people “Falo kori makoh Tel” as the 
Bengali adage has it. It meant pay for the oil first and then nib it over 
jrour body. I bearitly commend the amendment of Mr. J. N. Gupta to 
Jefer the consideration of the Bill till the Bill is circulated for public 
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opinion. In the meantime, owin^^ to financial readjustment of the 
province, it may be possible for Government to pay its fair quota for the 
purpose. 

The Hoffbla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the gist of 
Mr. J. N. Gupta’s speech, as far as I can make out, is to wait for the 
financial readjustment under the Simon Commission’s Report, and 
then we <*an have a perfect Primary Education Bill. To begin with, 
Bengal (rannot expect any relief within three years under the Simon 
Commission Report; and even then it is extremely doubtful whether, 
whatever we may get will be adequate for the immediate needs of the 
various departments. Every department is being starved, all 
improvements are stopped ami we are simply marking time. Anything 
we may get under the finam ial readjustment will have to be shared by 
all departiiHMits. In the Education Department, apart from primary 
educnfion, Jhe olher branches of education, viz., secondary and higher 
education, can easily q>end one ciore of rupees. The two Universities 
of Dacca and (kilcutta, the colleges of mufassal and Cahutta and the 
se ’ondary schools are all in need of money. We liave got schemes 
which have been administratively approved, and I will say that these 
Mcdiemes are necevssary if we want to improve our education. They are 
^urgently necessary but we cannot give effect to them because we have 
Xot no funds. If we get any assistance under the new financial 
arrangements my department alone can absorb a crore of rupees, then, 
where is the other (^rore to come from for primary education H It is no 
^exaggeration to say that the Department of Education can easily spend 
that amount without any difficulty if it is available and every 
•^'^Imationi^t in Bengal and India will approve of the expenditure. 

Another point raised by Mr. J. N. Gupta is that other provinces in 
India are contributing and have contributed either half, or as in one 
jirovince, iwo-thirds of the amount necessary for primarx’ education. In 
this connectiim 1 would like to draw the attention of the House to the 
fiu‘t that primary education as provided in other provinces is of an 
<'Xiremel\ irc^aHsfactory nature. It is not universal, but only limited 
areas are being j»ro^ ided with primary education. The only reason why 
tthe>' have not been able to establish universal primary education in the 
’ ^ther provinces is that they have not the courage to go in for fresh taxa- 
ition and have to find the money from their provincial revenues. Madras 
is experimenting with a small limited area; Punjab is also similarly 
^ing with a small ai-ea where it is extending primarj^ education ; Bombay 
and other provinces are in the same position. The reason why these 
provinces have not been able to go forward with a comprehensive 
acheme is that they have not the conrage to come forward with a 
thxntion proposal as we have. I would like to tell the House that if 
this Bill is enacted into law the cess will not be levied at least for one 
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ye*r, becmue we hare grot to iro through a tremendou* amount of imad* 
work and preliminary work before we can impose this oms. So 
whatever may be the financial condition of the people at the present 
time and the political situation at the present time, we have every 
reason to hope that the situation will be much J)etter than now in a 
year’s time; so, that point ought to be left out of consideration 
altogether. 

I entirely agree with my friend Mauki Abdul Karim that thia 
motion at this stage is of a dilatory nature and I have no option but 
to oppose it and I hope the House also will reject it. 

The motion that having regard to the vital importance of hiuling 
adecpiate funds for the working of the wheme outlined by the Heugal 
(Rural) Priinary Education Bill, MIdO, and the necessity of a suitable 
contribution from Provincial revenues for the seheme, the Bill be 
cirnilated for elieiting opinion thereon and that Deeember. PKll . be fixed 
as the date by Mliif h opinions should Ik* leeeived, was then put and a 
divi*<i<m taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


asllsbh, asi Bahadur Oabandra Nath, 
■anarji, Rai Bahadur Kathab Chandra. 
Banarii, Mr. e. 

Baau, Babu Jatirdra Nath. 

Baau, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Baaa, Mr. i. M. 

Bural, Babu Oahul Cband. 

Chattarjaa, Mr. B. C. 

Oat, Rat Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Outt, Rat Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Qhata, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Ooanha, Rai Bahadur Badrtdaa. 

Ouha, Babu erafulla Kumar. 

Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Oupta, Mr. J. N. 

Law, Mr. turandra Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mittra, Babu farat Chandra. 

MaeKarJta, Mr. tyamapraaad. 

Mukhar)!, Rat Bahadur iatith Chandra. 
MukhafMUlhaira, Rat Sahib Barat Chandra. 


Nag, Babu Buh Lai. 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, at Kaalm 
baaar. 

Ppddar, Bath Hunuman Pratad. 

Ratkai, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Rat Mahaaai, Munmdra Oab. 

Ray. Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu Batith Chandra. 
Raut, Babu Haaam. 

Ray, Babu Batyandra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BiJay Praaad Bingh. 

Ray. Mr. Baiiaiwar Bingh. 

Ray, Mr. Barat Kumar. 

Ray, Mr. Bhanti Bhakharaawar. 

Ray Choudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Bahana, Babu Batya Ktnkar. 

Ban, Rai Bahib Akahay Kumar. 

BinBh, BriJul Taj Bahadur. 

Stnha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
of Naahipur. 

•iraar, Or. Sir NilraUh. 


NOES. 


All, Mauivi Hataan. 

AH, Mauivi tyad Nauahar. 

■akah, Mauivi Bhaik Rahim. 

•BkilL Mauivi Byad Majid. 

Bal^ Sabu Lalit Kumar. 

Ba^ Mr. Barat Chandra. 

Barma, Rai Bahib Panahanan. 

Baair Uddin, Mauivi Mahammad. 

Blandy, Hr. E. N. 

Bum, Mr. H. H. 

eiiMidBuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Atlrnwnaman. 

ehaadhuri. Mauivi tWd Oaman Haidar. 
CB aiKB u ry, Mauivi Nurut Abaar. 


Chawdhury, Naji Bali Ahmad. 

Chawdhury, Mauivi Abdul Bhani. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. d. 

C aap a r, Mr. C. O. 

Gain, Mr. 0. R. 

Oaafi, Mr. A. d. 

Eaatan, Mr. B. A. 

fuaufli, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
ParaRui, tha Manilla Khan Bahadur 
K. O. M. 

Parlullah, Mauivi Muhammid. 

Parraaiar, Mr. d* Campball. 

Oanfiill, Rai Bahadur Buail KMnar. 
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ttlMtli, llmi SAlMulur thatliMiiui KuiiMir. 
Ofiwmavi, tb* Hon'blt AltiadJ Sir 
Abdbllibrlfii. 

OtrtfMi, Mr. A. 0. 

QurfMr, Mr. C. W. 

HabibuflAliy Nawab Khwaja. 

Nakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul. 

Nan, Mr. Q. P. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Noqua, Kail Emdadul. 

Hoaain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hattain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan Sahib Mauivi Bazlul. 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazi<ui. 

HuMain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Katam, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muazzam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Uird, Mr. R. B. 

LuM, Mr. N. R. 

Marr, tht Hon*bla Mr. A. 

MeOluskia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir Provaah Chundar. 
Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. { 


Mas; Rav ar awd B. A. 

Naximuddin, tha Mon’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Nalaan, Mr. d. W. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Ordiah, Mr. d. C. 

Pinnall, Mr. L. O. 

Prantiaa, tha Han’bla Mr. W. O. R. 
Rahaam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Samad, Mauivi Abdua. 

Sarkar, Sir dadunath. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

San, Mr. d. M. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 
Staplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Staan, Lt.*Col. H. B. 

Stavana, Mr. H. S. E. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Sumnar, Mr. C. R. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. d. 


The AycK hein^ 40 and the Noes 79 the motion was lost. 

The following’ motions were not ]>ut a.s they W(*re covered by the 
forejfoin^^ d<*eision ot the (’onneil : — 

Mff BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move, by way of amendment, 
that tlie Hill be circulat<*d for the purpose of (dicitin^ opinion thereon 
by the llth July. 1931. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur, to 

nio\e, b\ u a \ of amendnumt, that the Hill be circulated for the purpose 
of elicitinj^ opinion thereon before the 1st February, 1931. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Hill be circulated for the purpose of elicitinjr opinion thereon 
V»efore the 31st December, 1930. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU to mov(‘. by v\a\ of amendment, 
4hat the Hill be circulated for the purpose of elicit in^r opinion thereon 
by November, 1930. 


Babu HARIBANSA ROY to move, by way of amendment, that the 
Bill be circulated for the purpose of elicitin^r opinion thereon before 
the next November session of the Council. 

MPa SUREN DR A NATH LA\Af to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpo.se of elicitinK public opinion 
thereon by the loth November, 1930. 
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Mr. MHAT KUMAR ROY to move, by way of ameiidment, that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon before 
the Ist November, 1930. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st October, 1930. 

Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar, to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purjMwe of 
eliciting puldic opinion thereon by the 30th October. 19.30. 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, I beg to move, hy way of 
amendment, that tlie Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of— 


(1) 

The 

Ifou’ble Minister in c 

barge of the Edneation Dejmrtment, 

(2) 

Mr. 

A. J. Dash, 


(3) 

Mr. 

11. K. Stapleton, 


(4) 

Mr. 

J. M. Sen. 


(.')) 

Mr. 

.1. X. Basil. 


(bi 

Sir 

Xilrataii Siriar, 


fT ) 

Mall 

laraja Sris (’handra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

<S) 

Babu Sarat Chandra Mitt 

ra , 

(9. 

Babu Kislion Mohan ('hi 

ludhuri, 

<H)> 

Dr. 

Xaresli Cliandra Sen 

(iupta, 

<11 ) 

Mr. 

A. K. Fazl-ul Hih|, 


<12> 

Maiilvi Abdul Karim, 


<131 

Mr. 

}'. Italiinuii, 


(14) 

Mr. 

.\ltuf Ali. 


<i:>) 

Maulvi Muhammad Basiruddin, 

(lb) 

Mr. 

Bijoy Prasad Singh 

Hoy, 

<17) 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khun 

, and 

<1H) 

the 

mover, 



with in.strm tion to submit their report as soon as possible and tlint 
the number of members whose presence shall be neces.surv to coast it «<te 
a quorum shall be six. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. With regard to the motions for referring the 
Bill to a Select C’ominittee, * I am confronted with u difficulty. I 
eounded a timely note of warning that such motions would be ruled 
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out of order if acceptances of members, who are to form the pit^K>sed 
Committee, are not forwarded to the Secretary. I find that some have 
not done this and that only amendment No. 21 is all right in this 
respect. I would therefore take that amendment up. After disposing 
of the same, 1 shall declare the rest as not properly made and cannot, 
therefore, be moved, if intending movers thereof fail to produce, in the 
meantime, the acceptances required. In any case, I will not take up 
any other if motion Xo. 21 is not accepted by the Council to indicate 
that the House is not for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, as 
a matter of principle. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Mr. President, Sir, I wish to say a few 
words to make it perfectly clear to this Council what attitude the 
British community takes in regard to this motion and why. Now, 
Sir, the passing of a law whi<*h gives primary t^ducation to a province 
is a cause which is almost ingrained in every Britisher. AVe feel that 
we must vote for sm h a project every time, ami we support primary' 
education for the people both as a community and individually. In 
r(*gard to the present Bill I find that a iVimary Education Bill has been 
before tliis Council several times. Bill after Bill has come up before 
the Bi'Ugal Legislative Council to bring primary education to the 
peoi»le ()f th(‘ province. For various reasons — for several reasons — those 
Bills have suffered delay. They have been circ ulated ; th(‘y have been 
sent to Select Ccnnmittees, Ministries perhaps have died or gone out by 
the vote* of the (\)uncil — for various reasons Bills have been delayed — 
mid there arises a suspicion — I might even call it more than a suspicion 
— in th<* minds of the people of this province that primary education is 
being didaycMl on purpose. Mind you. Sir, I do not mean to say for 
one moment that that suspicion is justified, but 1 say that such a 
suspicion (l<a*s (*xist at the juesent moment. And we feel 
here that that susjiicion being there, we must do our utmost 
to bring juiniary education to the jieojile of this province. 
AVe consider that if this Bill is sent to a Sek'ct Committee 
there will be more delay, and consequently we are going to oppose this 
motion, and we are for the Bill being fought now clause by clause before 
this Council. 

Now, Sir, I wish to remind lion ’hie members of this House that this 
delusion has not been made now, or this week, or last week, for wo 
committed ourselves on this point when the last Primary Education 
Bill was before the Council, A’Te then said that we should not in futuro 
be in favour of any Primary Education Bill going to a Select Committee. 
AATe, of course, do not like taxation. Nobody likes taxation, but w© 
fet'l us Britishers that if there is a demand by the people of this province 
for priniary education, it is our duty' to pay our share of the cost, and 
in my opinion what the Hon’hle Minister has said to-day about the 
existence of that demand is true. There is no doubt that the people of 
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the districts, aHhough they are not educated themsehes, desire it for 
their children and they are prepared to be taxed for the achievement of 
their desire. If the people had more education, if they had been more 
vocal now they would insist on having it without paying a pice more than 
they do at present. And that demand of theirs would in this province 
at the present time be justified by the large proportionate amount of 
money that is being spent upon university education and secondary 
education. I do not mean to suggest for a moment that I am in favour 
of a reduction of that expenditure, but looking nt it from tlic {xunt of 
view of the people of the province 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: On a point of onler, Kir. I understand 
that the gentleman who wants a reference of the Bill to a Select 
Committee accepts the principle that if there is to he free primary 
education, there should be taxation. Therefore, it is absolutely 
irrelevant tr) discuss tlie (juestion as to the propriety and necesHity of 
taxation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How can y<»u anticipate that ? We have no 
such information — at least it is not available to mf» — that these members 
have already accepted the principles of the Bill and that tlM*y do not 
intend to (jucstion any of the principles inv4)lved in th<‘ Bill, which they 
do not ajjprove of, in the Select Committee. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Sir, 1 ilo not (jU(*stioii _\our iiiling. 
My p4»int is that a ref4»r<*nce to a Select ('ommittee means that tluTC 
should lu* legislation, hut there may be changes for rtonoving from the 
Bill what they think to he f)h jectionahlc featui(*s. 1 he j>rim iple of 
taxation has already been accepted by the membcis who want a reference 
to the Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do v<m mnin to sav ibat in tie* Sele( t ( omniittee 
the details relating to such principles cannot be dist iissed or even 
altered ? 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I think so. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you are right. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Perhaps I have not imnle myself ijuite 
clear. My point is this. I admit that the peojde are iea«ly to be taxed. 
It is a further pnwf that (he demand for primary education iloes exist, 
and that the people want it as soon as possible, and for that reason wc 
are opposed to the motion before the House for reterring the Bill to 
a Select Committee. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I give an opportunity to other members 
to speak, I had better explain what was actually in my mind when I 
gave my ruling in regard to the point of order raised by Mr. Fa*l-ul 
Hu(|. This Bill has not yet been referred to a Select Committee and 
the principle of taxation has not yet been accepted. It is just passing 
through the consideration stage, and so a member is now entitled to 
question any one or all the principles underlying the Bill. The next 
point is whether the members of a Select Committee could so alter the 
proposals of the Bill or incorporate in the Bill such new proposals as 
might alter the details of the principles of the Bill^ I think they can, 
of course, it may he that some of their projiosals may reciuire the sanc- 
tion ('it her oi the (iovernor-tieneral or the tiovernor, hut the machinery 
created hy this House must he allowed to work and work according to 
their own light, of (;ourse, governi‘d hy tiu' rule of relevancy which in 
such a case admits of a w'ide interjiretation. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Sir, you will permit me to make my 
statement clear. There are two stag(*s in (*ach Hill. When an hon’hle 
inemher introduces a Bill, we are permitted under the rules to discuss 
the policy underlying it. It hecomes relevant at tliis stage to (jiiestion 
the propriety of the jirinciples of the Bill. If once a Bill is introduced 
and a memher moves that the Hill he referred to a Seh*ct Committee, 
it must he assumi'd that he accepts the princi))le underlying the Hill. 
It is the details that can he consider(»d hy the Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Fazl-ul Hmj. you forget that llie principles 
of a Hill cannot he discu.s.s(*d on the motion for introduction and that 
such discussion is [lermis.sihle only during the consideration stage. So 
far as th(» juesent Hill is coni'erned, this i.s the right moment for the 
House to e.xiiress its opinion on the principles ol the Hill. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I your ruliii^r. Sir. 

^ Rai Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, in rising to accord my 
bumhle su}>juirt to the propo.sal to refer the Hill to a Select Committee, 
I feel that I must make .some remarks to exjilain tlu* position which I 
myself and .some of my friends on this side of the Hou.se desire to take 
U]>. Sir. 1 and .some of my friends are as anxious as the ilon'hle 
Minister and his party and followc'rs to .see that free and primary edu- 
cation is inlrodu('ed into Bengal, and that that introduc'tioii takes plnoe 
as early as po.ssihle. We realise, at the .same time, that without taxa- 
tion siK'h a thing is not (Ki.ssible. So we neiept the princ iple, as aome 
of my friends have {minted out, of iuereu.sed taxation to meet thb 
ineren.sed expenditure necessary for introdueing free and compulsory 
primary education in Bengal. Sir, in Marc h last, in this House, when 
the Hon’ble Minister wanted the {lermission of the House to withdraw 
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the Bill which was then before the House, I rose to object to the with- 
drawal of the same. My idea was that that the Bill should have been 
made suitable to meet the requirements of the country by means of 
amendments on the floor of the House. Then I was of opinion that it 
was not impossible to modify the Bill to such an extent as was absolutely 
necessary for our requirements. But, Sir, the House in its wisdom 
allowed the Bill to be withdrawn and the Hon’ble Minister inomised us 
a Government Bill. He has complied with his promise and has broufflit 
before us this new Bill for consideration. So far it is all riju^ht. I 
would have been very g-lnd if I and my friends f^et an opportunity 
to go and side with the Hon’ble Mini'^ter in support of j)riniarv 
education, but unfortunately we find ourselves in fresh difticulty. It 
has i>een pointed out to us that the provisions of this Bill have been 
to a great extent ininnr*al to the present requirements of our country 
and to the inteie.sts of the ditfeient section^ of the people. My frieinN, 
the zainijidars, have p<unted out to us how the provisi(»ns of the Bill 
very nun h prejudiciallv aflei t them without any justification. It has 
also been pointed out. to us that there is at the pre?^*nt moment an 
unrest in the count ly and it is not at all a suitaide time for a Bill 
of new taxation for the country. It has Immui pointed out by Mr. J. N. 
Gupta, that theie i^ eveiy likelihocMl that within the next two years 
our finanf'ial j) 0 ’'ition will improve and that it may be possible without 
taxing the country to the extent of a crore and a half to fiiul out 
the moiiey from the provincial tunds at tlie dispo^})] of the Government 
of Bengal. Be^i(le>. we have neaily otK) amend men ts before us 
which must he dispos<i<] now if we do not go tor a Select (’ommittee. 
All these [mints ha\e led Us t(« believe that it would l)e better to 
refer the Bill to a Select t’ommittee as has been luopo.sed. In tins 
connection one w(»i(l more Iwdoje I com lude. Nolaidy dejjlores moie 
than myself tlie communal cliaracter of the disi-ussion and I hojjc 
that it may never he too late to save us from the j)eTnicious eflect of 
communal nature in anything connected witli [»rimary education. 

6-15 p.m. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I am .sorry I cannot support the motion of 
my friend in in\ front, d’ho propo.sal is that tlii.s Bill hc‘ referred to a 
Select (’onnnittee. The Hfuise ha.s been told repeatedly the jmst history 
pf the Bill. It has been througli two Select C’onnuittees, and it has 
been in fact before the [»uhlic of Bengal for the last five years, and the 
people of Bengal, tliose wIk) take an intere.sf in jirirnary (Miiicalion and 
those who are ver\ anxi«>u.s and very keen on the introdnetion of 
priujiary education amongst masses, ha\'e bad ample oppf>rt unity to 
StiiAy and criticise it, and to forward con.stnictive projm.sals for carrying 
iliem out. far as I see that whatever opinion bus been cf)Ilected has 
been circulated to the members of this (’ouucil. Xow'. Sir, my friend 
in my front has moved that this Bill be referred to u Select Committee 
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and it has been puiy>orted by my distinguiebed friend Rai Babadttf Dr. 
Haridban Dntir ' But a Bill is referred to a Select Committee for tbe 
purpose of going through its details and examining its provisions so 
that tbe Council may have an easy time in passing the report of the Select 
Committee. My friend the eminent Dr. said that he wanted it to go to 
a Select Committee on account of the political unrest in the country at 
the present moment. I think his idea was that this Bill should be 
dropped at least for the present and taken up at a more opportune 
moment when there is contentment and peace. We have been told that 
within the next two or three years our financial difficulties would be 
removed and we will have a much better financial position to carry on 
this measure. This can he chariK'terised as a pious hope which will 
never he fulfilled; the finances of Bengal are not likely to improve in 
the near future. If we have to prepare ourselves for self-government, 
if we are sincere in our desire to sec ure a government for the people, by 
the peojdc, I hen we must train the jieojile. If we cannot educate them 
fully, we must at least make them literate. Therefore, Sir, I say that 
no useful purpose would he served hy referring the Bill to a Select 
Committee. As 1 have said the primary object of referring a Bill to a 
Select Committee is to examine its details and junvisions. In this case 
these have been examined already and a <*rop of amendments liave been 
se!it in. If the Bill is referred to a Select Committee and if J can get 
a guarardee that tlie report of the Select Committee will he accepted both 
by (Jovernmeni and this House, and that there will he no amendments, 
then 1 have no ohjeetion. But if after the con^iderjd ion ot the Bill in 
the Selec t (Vunmitlee which might take another thi<*<* mnntlcs, some 500 
or 1,500 amendments come, 1 do not inideistand what useful ])urpo8e 
would he served. It will only entail dcday. Therefcue, I respectfully 
submit and appeal !(► the House that if we mean to give primary educa- 
tion to the masses, we must take the matter into consideration in right 
earnest. So far as 1 can see the Bill re(|uires no improvement, hut if 
ut all, it can he improved by carrying out the amendments. We liave 
been told (hat the Bill does not provide for immediate compulsory edu- 
'V‘«tinn. The Bill does not make such a provision, because it is not a 
prac tical proposal. The Minister in charge of Education has, however, 
gone so far us to say that primary education will he made free and 
compulsory within a c ertain number of years. A .scheme has lieeu drawn 
up and circulated to the mcunheis of the C’ounc il by the Edttoatioif 
Department to show how the scheme is to he carried out. Now, Sir, 
in opposing this mot ion I .say it is high time that we should take up 
this matter in right earnest. For the la.'it quarter of a century my 
countrymen have been c rying hoarse for making education free, and'ltiow 
that Government has come forward with a measure we should not let go 
fhe oppotunity. Twenty-five years ago we demanded that primary 
education should be made free, universal and compulsory. 
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Mr. A« K. FAZL-UL HUQ: On a motion of sueii^mportanco I feel 
that I ahonld say a few words to make my own position clear. I wish 
to say at once that what I am saying? now represents nry personal views, 
and do not represent the views of my party. I have never made any 
secret of the fact that I am bitterly opposed to this Bill, not because I 
am less anxious than even the Hon’ble Minister himself to see a Bill 
introduced for primary education in Bengral, but becamse I feel very 
6trong:ly that to tax the overtaxed people of Bengal even on such a 
measure is an act of absolute cruelty to the teeminfj- millions whose 
interests are in our sacred trust. I have always felt that it is the duty 
of the members of this Coumil to think seriously bef»)re they saddle 
Beu^ral with a fresh taxation, amounting to one crore and twenty-five 
lakhs of rupees. (A Voh k: A crore and a half.) It is a bi^ sum 
enoufrh for me, whether it is one crore or two crores. Even sim e 1921 
wlien I had the honour of ;roin^' to Simla with Mr. Surendra Nath 
Mallik, my esteemed friend the flon’ble Member in (har^^^e of Bevenue, 
apd the late Sir Surendui Nath Banerji, to discuss with His Excellency 
the Viceroy the financial position of Benj^^ul with reference to the Meston 
Settlement, nothin<r lias happened to justify a matter of direct taxation 
even for the puri)ose of primary edmation. I think I am ri^rht in sayin);^ 
that there we made a sf>ecial [mint of the fact that in the matter of 
taxation in Ben^nd we had absolutely come to the end of our tether, 
and it was not jiossible for Ben^nil to find any money by taxation for the 
purpose of meetin^^ any <lemaud on account of the Meston Settlement. 
"What will be the result if this new tax is imposed on BenjjalP As has 
been pointed out b> Mr. CJupta, whether in connection with tlie revision 
of the Meston Settlement or with any other settlement that mijfht come 
into effect in future, Ben^^^al will be faced with the rebuff from the 
Government of India — “Althoujrh you say you cannot raise money by 
taxation, you rai.sed money to the tune <»f a crore and 29 lakhs when it 
suited your purpose.” I think the taxation proposed will put those 
prentlemen who went on deputation to Simla in a false position. I 
think it is absolutely ineijuitous on the part of Oovernment to saddle 
the people with taxation when they themselves are not cominjf forward 
to contribute their quota. Where is the country in the world, where 
is the civilized administration which has not recojrnised its paramount 
duty to provide for the education <if the masHesP It is said that the 
isamiadars have not made any provision. Hi^ht enough. But what 
abrmt the responsibility of the Government itself? We (annot find the 
money because there are so many highly paid officers who are sucking 
the life blood of the nation like vampires and we have therefore got a 
deficit budget. It is a disgrace to the civilized administration that 
to-day we are faced with the necessity of saddling poor Bengal with a 
tax amoantiii{)r to one crore and 26 lakhs. It is for all these reasons 
that I am opposed to the Bill which saddles the country with taxation. 
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But the tour of the Hon’ble Minister throughout the Muhammadan 
dintrirts of Bengal has created such an unpi-ecedented enthusiasm that 
the feelings of the people hare been worked up to fever lieat, and even 
the poor clients who t^ome to me for professional service ask me not to 
betray the Muhammadan cause by opposing the Bill. 

I for one cannot understand how the ( ause of Primary Education can 
be the cause either of the Mussalmans or of the Hindus. (Hear, hear.) 
I fee], Sir, that the cause of Primary Education is as sacred a cause of 
the Mussalmans as of the Hindus. I therefore found that the position 
was becoming delicate and that although I was personally <^posed 
to the Bill, I promised the members of my group — and conveyed that 
promise lo <he Hnn’ble Minister — that I would be prepared to go with 
liirn to the lobby. Sir, there are occasions on which if we belong to a 
certain party we liave to surrender our conscience and conscience at timoe 
becomes a marketable commodity 

Mft PRESIDENT: Mr. Fazl-ul Hu(j, the less you say 
better. (Laughter.) 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Tlien came Il»e list of amendments and 
1 found that there were amendments for circulation, amendments for 
reference to tlie Select (\immittee. Personally, I th<»ught that I need 
not s\ipport the i)roposals for circulation, because that would certainly 
be delaying the measure. 1 know’ that an evil day w’ould come when 
once tlie officials had set their lieart on it, Bengal would have Primary 
Edmation even by taxation whether she wanted it or not. My friend, 
Mr. Azizul Haque, says wdiere is the guarantee that there will be no 
delay and where is the po.ssibility of finding tlie money. There is 
certainly no possibility of finding the money because .some officials are so 
mule-headed that they will not listen to any arguments but theirs. I 
therefore thought that so far as the motions for reference to the Select 
Committee were concerned, we might reasonably consider them to be 
very modest re<juests, not for indefinite po.stponement but for extending 
it say by a couple of months or three. The sky will not fall nor the 
heavens rent asunder if this Bill is not passed on August 30th but on 
December 30th. All that these gentlemen want is a reference to the 
Select Committee. Why are such a number of amendments proposed in 
the names of so many members of this Coumul? Because there are 
such difficulties that they have got to be calmly considered. Is it 
possible to discuss 400 or 500 amendments on the floor of the House* 
when one member will rise from one corner and another from Oj^otber 
corner, and, you, Sir, with your strict interpretation of the rulbs and 
procedure will be coming forward every minute to pull us up even in 
the midst of our speeches. I think these things are better dieeussed 
round the table in the Select Committee where members have got tba 
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freedom to talk and discuss and exchange views in any way they like. 
My feeling is that we should support this motion for Selet't Committee. 
There again the question of conscience which I have surrendered r^omes 
up. But this time I feel that I cannot oppose these motions for a Select 
Committee. But what I will do is that I will not exercise my power 
to vote — I have got the permission of my party to reserve my vole. So 
far as these motions are concerned, I think, Sir, a position has arisen 
to-day whiclj, I hope, the llon’ble Minister will take into consideration. 
There is no denying the fact that the vast majority of Hindu members — 
if hot all, at any rate, an overwhelming majority of them — are in favour 
of a r^erence to the Select Committee. The Muhammadan members 
seem to be as keen on opposing this motion and having this Bill 
discussed and passed here and now. Sir, anything that divides the 
Indian members of this House into two watertight compartments should 
belnost strongly op[)osed by every one who has the good of the country 
at heart. (Hear, hear.) I think it is laying down a most dangerous 
principle if at the present moment the Hon’ble Minister places this Bill 
oh rt# Statute Hook in the t eeth of the united opposition of one entire 
community. A dangerous precedent is also being laid down for the 
Mussiilmans wh(» may be placed in the same position to-morrow. I 
woubl ask the Hon'ble Minister who is himself a Muhammadan and the 
Muhammadan members of this House whether it will really be a triumph 
to vote down the Hindu members of this House with the help of officials. 
I <lo not consider anything a victory at all when if is achieved with the 
help of official v(jtes (A VoK K : and of FiUropeans). Though official 
votes an* ceitainly wehomc, you <’an never rely on them: they are 
on r»ne side oiu‘ <la\ and on the other side the next. Tlieretore, Sir, I 
ajjpcal to the Hon’lde Minister to reconsidtT this position, and see 
whether he cannot accept tliese modest motions for reference to Select 
Committee; for, if he d<»es so, we can certainly minimise the period 
within wliich the Heport can come back. We can also so constitute the 
Select (’ommittee, with y<mr leave of course, that there will be no 
acrimonious discussion in the rommittee. 

My friend, Mr. Abul Kosem, has asked for a guarantee that the 
report of such a ('ommittee should be unanimous, and that the (*ouncil 
would not be flooded afterwards with numerous amendments. There 
have baen various select committees. Has my friend wanted any 
guarantees on any previous occasion; then why should guarantees be 
given on this occasion? If the Committee can be so constituted that 
there will be very little acrimonious deflate, very little dissentient voice, 
there it- every likelihood of there being a unanimous report. Our 
Hindu friends know very well that this primary education is overdue. 

1 do not for a moment believe that the anxiety of the Government is 
entirely due to a desire to have primary education in Bengal as a part 
of their duty. Where were they for the last 150 years? Why did they 
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not do anything in this reipectP My friend bae said that it has been 
pending for the last 25 years. Is that soP I know. Sir, that before 
the war broke out in the year 1914 Bengal was full of money. I have 
been a member of this Legislative Council ever since the days of the 
Minto-Morley Befomis and I remember those days when the 
Bengal administration used to be carried on with five crores 
of rupees and now we have come to about eleven crores odd. 
In those days, Sir, I used to hear Hon’ble Members declare 
that there was so much money in their hands that they did not know 
how to spend it. Why was not primary education iutrodiuted then? It 
could have been done perhaps without any taxation. Why have these 
officials risen now from their long stupor when Bengal is almost 
bankrupt, when there is no money to be had without this taxation which 
will mean a ruination of the po()r peasantry. My friend, Mr. Travers, 
talks of the benefits of primary education. Has he ever been into a 
Bengal village? Does he know that these Bengali peasants are ill-clad, 
ill-housed and ill-fed, victiins to malaria from year to year. There are 
millions of people wlio fall a prey every year b) j>reventible di.seases. 
I am afraid, Sir, that by the time this Act (monies into o])eration, the 
very ])eople for whom primary education is needed will have ceased 
practically to exist. It is well known, Sir, that when there is poverty 
in the land, there is a great falling off in the birth-rate and the rate 
at which the country is becoming poorer and poorer year to year the 
country will be denuded of small children whom you want to go to 
school. By the time you get this Act to fructify, there will be a great 
decrease in the children population. This however is out of considera- 
tion at the present moment. 

In conclusion, I make an appeal to the llon’ble Minister, because I 
feel that if he can win over the Hindu members of the House, there will 
not only he a smo(»th working so far as the passage of the Bill is concerned 
but it will bring about such a close union between the two communities 
that I am sure the Bill that will emerge from the Council will be a 
measure of real benefit to the country. 

(Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


Blbll 4 ATI NORA HATH BASUS Sir, I desire only to say a few 
words. One of the arguments that has been urged against the reference 
of the Bill to a Select Committee is that there have been other bills 
about primary education and reports of select committees. Those who 
have exjierience of important legislation know that when an important 
measure is brought before a legislature it does sometimes happen that 
bills have to be drafted and redrafted and introduced and placed before 
$ legislature and select comluitteee on more than one occasion. For 
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instance, Sir, since the Calcutta Municipal Bill was introduced into the 
Council— 4 belieTe it was in the year 1918— there have l>een at least 
three drafts of that big Bill and that Bill was not passed until the third 
draft was submitted to a Select Committee. The Bill was ultimately 
passed in 1923. 

Sir; i% is admitted that this is an extremly important measure affect- 
ing the vital interests of the people. Why is there such a great hurry 
to rush it through? All the speakers in support of rushing the Bill 
through have stated that the Bill cannot from the very nature of things 
be brought into operation for another three or four years. We have liad 
no assurance from the Finance Member that tlie money required to be 
contributed by Government will be available soon. There is no provi- 
sion in the Bill itself, though there has been a statement that the 
Government will pay, for the payment by Government out of general 
funds for the training of the teachers, for the inspecting 
staff and for audit. So all the arguments that have 
been urged in support of rushing the Bill through show 
that there is no urgency. If, in the normal course of things, it will not 
be possible to bring the jirov sjons of the Bill into operation for another 
three or lour years, then where is the ingeiiry, and why deprive the 
members of the Council, a great many of whom are newly elected, of an 
opportunity of considering tlie Bill in detail. It does not show proper 
regard for the opinion of a considerable section of this House. Govern- 
ment may tliink that they have a majority behind them and they can 
ride roughshod over the minority. If they choose to so ignore the 
minority they are welcome to do so. I cannot but voice the feeling that 
prevails on (lii> side of the House. I therefore support the motion for 
reference of the Bill to a Select Committee and T hope that the ITori’ble 
Minister will see his wav to accept it. 


Mr. «l. CAMPBELL FORRESTER; I heg to mf)ve that the question 
be now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As it is a very important matter, I think it will 
be an infringement of the rights of reas<muble debate if I chme the 
debate so abruptly as you seem to suggest. 

[At 6-43 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayers and it 
reassembled at 7 p.m.] 

Mr. B. C. OHATTERdEE: Mr. President, I wish to appeal with all 
the earnestness that is in me to the Hon’ble Minister in charg*e of 
Education not to bury BengaPs freedom under the floor of this HcHise. 

16 
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Does he realise what ha is to-dayP 1 ask him with all the 

earnestness and the faith that I can command: “Does he really what 
he is doin^ to-day in Benpral?” It is quite clear that a j^eat liiajdrity 
of the Hindu members of this House want a reference to this question 
to a committee. He can of course carry his point a^^ainst Hindu 
opposition, but how? By enlistiiijr the votes of non-Bengali voters. 
Sir, that is not democracy. If a Hindu or a Muhammadan menihef of 
"the Bengal Government finds that he cannot carry a measure with a 
^|ttajo^ity of the c:ombined votes of Hindus and Muhammadans, but has 
to rely on the votes of those sc»journers, those birds of passage, who 
would not make India their home, but who come here to make up their 
pile amd retire home — if he is going to do tliat, what does it mean? It 
means that Bengal can never have her freedom. You will always have 
Englishmen ruling over Bengal. To-day they are dictating to you 
bec ause they arc* in agreement with you, and to-morrow they will dictate 
to Hindus if they happen to he in agreement with them. Sir, I appeal 
to the llon’ble Minister not to give in to thi.s temptation which has 
come to try him. I appeal to your jiatriotism. I ask you 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Please address your remark.s to me, 
Mr. Chatterjee. (Laughter.) 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: 1 stand properly corrected, Sir. I appeal 
to my hon’ble friend to iny right not to forget that the lleforms Scheme 
tliat has been introduced will have no moral or ]>olitical significance 
whatsoever unless it makes us Beimulis get out of the vicious circle in 
which we were in 1757. What would be the difference between the 
Bengal of 1757 and the Bengal of to-day if the Englishmen were to be the 
arbiters between Hindus and Muhammadans to-day us they were in 1757? 
I say further (hat the Hon ’hie Minister should recollec-t that there is a 
moral obligation cast upon him by the very Act under whicdi he holds his 
office of Minister. That Act, even in its limited scope, requires that edu- 
cation should be the people’s concern, managed in Bengal by the Hindus 
and Muhammadans of Bengal, and none else. And now he is going 
back on the principle which is enunciated in the very Reforms Act— of 
which he is a creature — by invoking the votes of non-Bengalis ia. order 
4a dafeat his Hindu brethren. I hope he will not do that. I ask him to 
consider this question overnight in consultation with his conscience, in 
consultation with members of his community if necessary, and not give 
in to this temptation, to the siren’s voire which is whispering into hia 
eart: “Oh, you will score such a victory against the Bengali Hindus/* 
That will not be victory, that will be defeat; that will be the greatest 
confession of failure on the part of the Minister, because I say demo- 
cracy means goverkvfieni by a majority of the people concerned. If you 
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are going to take advantage of an ivliteial a^d from people who by an 
historical^ accident took this country in 1757 and ara in occupation of 
thia country since, you are doing a very great wrong to your community, 
to my community, to Mother India. Let it be noted that m 3 ' appeal 
is also to my friend, Mr. Travers, and all the gentlemen of the English 
community who are here to consider the que.stion. Should they support 
this measure in the way that the Minister is asking for their support P 
Wliat are you wanting? Primary education for Bengal. 1 and aU 
my fellow members of the Hindu community are as anxious, as insisten|^ 
about primary education as anybody else could be. We want primary 
education. AVe want to see every Bengali — man. woman and child — 
eduiated. We liave been wanting it for the la>t half a century, if not 
longei. But all that we want now is this: since it is going to be a 
popular measure, since education is a transferred subjei t, why should 
3 'ou not submit this scheme to a public examination? Why should it 
come absolutely cut and dry from the brain of the Director of Public 
Instruction, and be flung at us to take it or leave it? AVhy should it 
not be put before the people who are the most vitally conc erned with the 
subject, and not be subjected to their scrutiny, and why should the Direc*- 
tor of Public- Instinct ion control the framing of the finam-ial provisions of 
4 he Bill? We jiay tlie Director of Public Instruction for the work he 
does and we must see whether he has done his work rightly or wrongly, 
and that is why we want a committee. I ask the Minister to impose a 
liifie-limit tor the committee’s investigation. Let him appoint a <*om- 
inittee. Let liim say that the coininittee has got to report within a 
month from the date of the constitution of tlie c-ommittee; we wdll 
accede to that. AVe dc» not want to ruin his Bill; on the contrarx we are 
as anxious as aii\hod\ else in this <*ountry to have a Primary Education 
Bill. I a.sk Mr Travers and those who are with him not to thwart us in 
the carrying out of such an object, namely, the reference of this Bill to 
a select committee with the proviso that the committee must report 
within dO days from the formation of the coinniiftee. T ask that thia 
matter should be considered or rather re^'onsidered to-night by my friend 
on the right, and by all his collaborators, by the gentlemen on the 
Government benches, and especially by mv friend, the ITon’hle Minister. 
And I am sure that if you consider this matter from the point of view 
of patriotism, which should be the only point of view from which you 
are enlHled to consider a question like this, and from the point of view 
of justice, 3 ’ou will be convinced that justice requires it, patriotism 
requires it and fairplay requires it. 

Sir, we have been told that the people want the Bill. We cMinnot 
keep bark the fact that the Hon’ble Minister who hails from Eastern 
Bengal has toured almost the whole of it in connection with this BfH. It 
is a very good ^art of the country, Sir, and I myself belong to it. But 
why did he go only to Eastern Bengal, inhabited, ae it is, by a majority 
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of his rommunity? Why did go to Western Bengal which fills 

one-half of this prorince? If you want to carry this measure through 
against the- opposition of the Hindu members, it would be democracy 
by half only and, Sir, democracy by half is worse than no democracy. 

I ask the Hon’ble Minister as a fellow citizen, as a fellow Bengali, as 
an Indian, not to hurry the measure through, but give his Hindu country- 
men an opportunity of considering the matter round a table along with 
his Muhammadan countrymen, with this proviso that the select com- 
mittee must present their report within a month’s time. 

That is my appeal to him and I hope he will not fail to listen to it. 


Dr> Sir NILRATAN SIRCAR: I look at this Bill entirely from the 
view point of an educationalist. The educational question and the 
allied question of finance are before my mind's eye before any other 
question that has been introduced in this connection. For instaiK’e, I do 
not see that there is any relevancy in introducing a communal question 
or the question of the clashing of interests of the tenantry and the 
landlord in this connection. I think we should all of us clearly keep 
ourselves away from those pitfalls in the matter of considering this 
Bill. As regards the necessity of this pre-eminently educational 
measure upon which depends the basis of the future edm atioual progress 
ns well as progress in other departments of life in Bengal, there cannot 
be two opinions. But 1 feel to-night that there is some sort of hurry in 
certain quarters to push this Bill through without giving sufticient time 
to tliose who are deeply interested in education to consider the matter 
from different points of view. I appeal to you, and also to my fellow 
members to consider that I am a comparatively new meniber here, and 
along with myself there are, I believe, 40 or 42 other members, recently 
elected to all of whom this Bill is quite a new one. Thoujfh the question 
might have been before the public of Bengal for a long time it is quite 
a different thing to consider in this House a Bill in that connection in 
all details, from merely cursorily reading the Bill and its provisions as 
published in the newspapers. This question, as it has been presented 
to us to-day, appears to me to be an extremely difficult one with regard 
to which 1 confess 1 require time to consider many of the details before 
I can make up my mind to vote one way or another. I need not now 
enter into the details, the various details that have been mentioned by 
many of ray friends, though I feel that the apprehensions that have been 
raised regarding financial difficulties are real. At the same time we 
are all ardent supporters of any proposal for the spread of education in 
this land. We are deeply interested in it and we pray to the Hon'ble 
Minister and to the House to grant us a little time in the select committee 
•Uge so that we may have an opportunity of considering many of these 
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details cautiously and carefully. To the Hon’ble Minister I have parti- 
calarly to appeal to try to look eye to eye with men in my position. We 
are not concerned with the Hindu-Muhammadan question in this connec- 
tion; we are not concerned in any class interest landlords’ or tenants’; 
we, however, feel very deeply that the progress of educational movement 
should be unimpeded 

Mrs PRESIDENT: I have to adjourn the Council now and Dr. 
Sircar may continue his speech to-mori'ow. 


Adjournmant. 


The Council was then adjourned til] ^ p.m., on Thursday, the 14th 
August, 19‘i0, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prooeedingt of tHo Bongol L^iolativo Council ostomblod under ttio 
provisions of tho Government of India Aot 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 14th August, 1930, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. President (the Hon’hle Haja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon'hle Meml)ers 
of the Executive Council, the Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur K. O. M. Faroqui 
< Minister), the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Naiimuddin, c.i.e. (Minister) and 
119 nominated and elected ineinbers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have two announcements to 
make. Hon’ble membeis are awaie that a ballot was held yesterday 
to elect two membejs to the Public Accounts Committee, and you will 
be interested to know the names of the members who have been elected. 
They ore Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridban Dutt and Maulvi Syed Majid 
Bak^h. 

The other matter is that in regard to the division which we 
took the other day on the cut proposed by Mr. Syamapro'^ad Mookerjee 
in conueedion with the Jails grunt. Babu Hem Chandra Roy Choudhuri 
passed both the tellers; he went to l>oth the lobbies, and therefore I 
have i.ssued instructions that his name should be expunged from l)oth 
the lists. 


Starred Questions 
Mfhioh oral amwers were given). 

Dacca riots. 

•50. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdl: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleaded to 
^tate whether there were any searches or arrests made in the Dacca city 
between 22nd May. 1930, and 12th June, 1930, in connection with 
the recent disturbances ? If not why not ? 



QtTESTIONS. 


1930.] 


«4T 


(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^^e 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing^~ 

<f) how many houses were searched within the municipal limits; 

<u) how many of them were Hindu houses; 

(Hi) how many were Muhammadan houses; 

(iv) how many persons were arrested in the city; 

(r) how many of them were Hindus; and 

(n) how many were Muhammadans? 


MEMBER In charge cf POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hoii’blt 

m. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) Y es, many searches and arrests were 
made. 

ih) it), (ii) and (/;/) No record was kept. 

(ir) Four hundred and ei/arhty-six. 

(r\ One hundred and eiifhty-three. 

Three huioired and three. 


Police force et Deooe during riots. 

*51. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdI: Will the 

Hon’ble Member in charpe «»f the Ptdice l)e|Kirtment W pleaded to 
lay on the table a statement showing separately — 

(/) the number of serpeants; 

(it) the strenpth of the oidinary, armed, traffic and reserve ixdice; 
(lii) the strenpth of the Auxiliary Force; and 
(ir) the number of men of the Eastern Benpal Frontier Rifles 

that were available at Dacca on the 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 2oth and 26th 
May, 1930? 

MEMBER in chirge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*lilO 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontice): (?), Oi) and (u*) A statement i.s laid on the 
table. 

(Hi) Government have no information about the A. F. I. They 
were not called for. 
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QUESTIONS. 


Boartf af Cxminen to oonduot Training oxaniinitions for womon. 

•52« Mr* 8 b Mb BOBEs (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Deportment be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that OoTemment have appointed a Board of Examiners consisting of 
seven members, live of whom are non-Bengalis, to conduct the Senior 
and the Junior Training examinations for women? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the main functions of thin. 
Board of Examiners are — 

(i) to standardise the question papers (which are all in Bengali); 
(jt) to supen’ise the practical work set for these examinations; and 

{Hi) to help in conducting the examinations? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of recon- 
stituting the Board with five Bengali ladies as its members? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tliB 
HoffiTilo Mr. Khwaja Nazhnuddin): tn) No. 

{h) These are the functions of a Board constituted by the Director 
of Public Instru(tion. This Biaird has a majority of Bengalis. 

(c) No. 


KithoraganJ riata. 

*53. Mr. 8 b Mb BOSE: (o> Will the Iloirble Member in charge^ 
of the Political Department l>e pleas<»d to state the cause of the recent 
disturbances in various villages in the sulnlivision of Eishoreganj m 
Mymensingh ? 

{h) Is the Hon’ble Memlier aware that Mr. Bunows, the District 
Magistrate, stated that the trouble originated owing to the miachievoua 
preachings of some maulvis from Dacca? 

(c) Is it a fact that the trouble was due to the preaching of 
Maulvis ? 

(fi) Is it a fact that the houses and shops of Hindus only wer#^ 
looted and property destroyed? 

(e) What steps have been or are being taken to stop the further 
spread of these outbreaks? 

(/) Is it a fact that the looting and destruction of property hae^ 
caused widespread and acute distress in the subdivision ? 

(g) If the , answer to </) is in the affirmative, will the H<«i*ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, are the Governineiil 
taking for the relief of the distress ? 
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Th* Hon'bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a), (b) <c) Th® 

<^use8 of the disturbances appear to have been — 

(i) discontent due to the low price of agricultural produce; 

(ti) malicious instigation by persons described as maulvis and 
others who came from Bhawal and Dacca ; and 
(iii) lawlessness due to the ci%*il disobedience movement and pro- 
paganda accusing Government of supporting the Muham- 
madans at Dacca. 


(d) No. 

(e) The outbreak was promptly stopped and has not spread. 

(/) No, but some families have suffered severely. 

(ff) A sum of Rs. 5,000 has been allotted by t};e District Magistrate 
for the relief of such families as are, temporarily at least, in very 
atraitened circumstances. 

Mauivi AiUL KASEMS Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
atate if any of the persons described as maulvis, who are alleged to 
have instigated the riots, have been arrested or identified? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Not yet 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: With reference to answer 
{tti) that lawlessness was due to the civil disobedience movement, will 
the Hon’ble Meml>er be pleased to state the basis of the answer? 

Th0 Hon*blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The District Magistrate's 
report. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state what was the nature of the malicious instigation 
referred to in answer (jt)? 

Tht Hon’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I forget the exact words, 
but they were .something to the etie<*t that Government would not 
interfere if lawlessness was resorted to. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: If no one was either arrested or identified, 
then on what basis does the Government make the statement that one 
of the causes of (he disturbanc'e appears to have been malicious 
instigation by persons described as maulvis? 

Tht H0fl*blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The basis is the District 
Magistrate’s report as well as loc'al descriptions by persons who took 
part in the riots. 
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Mr. 8HANTI SHBKHARESWAR ROYi Will the Hon’ble Member 

be pleased to state what steps Government took to contradict the 
propaganda against Government? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: They are endeavouring 
to discover |he source of the propaganda first. 

DV*. tIARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: With reference to answer 
am I to understand that the Hon^ble Member wishes it to be 
understood that the propaganda accusing Government of supporting 
the Muhammadans was due to the civil disobedience movement? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a matter of opinion. I disallow that 
question. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Might I explain? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not possible to allow you to arfrue. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: Are the promoters of 
the civil disobedience movement responsible for the propafrandaP 

Th. Hoii'bK Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I <annot say. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Who accused Government of 
supporting the Muhaiumadaus? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R« PRENTICE: That is the general opinion. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: With reference to answer 
(iin that lawlessness was due to propagJinda aerusing Government of 
supfiorting tlie Muhaiiiinadan> of Dacca, is there any foundation for it 
in fact? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: None 


Injury received by the wife of Srijut Nagiendra Nath San at Khulna. 

^54. Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political DefKirtment aware that the 
Sujierintendent of Police, Khulna, attacked and injured the wife of 
Srijut Kagendra Nath Sen, ex-Meml>er of the Legislative Council and 
pleader of Khulna, while she was passing in a procession? 

(b) If 80, what injuries were suffered by the lady? 
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Tht Mr. W. D« ft. FRfNTieE: (a) and (b) Govenunent 

are aware that a rumour to this effect was spread about. It was false. 
The lady accidentally received a slight scalp wound while participat- 
ing in an unlawful assembly, which the police dispersed. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon ’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the lady was admitted to 
hospital F 

The Hon’Ille Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICES I do not remember the^ 
details. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will he refresh his memory 
by referring to the details? 

The HOfi^ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The report is not here, 
but if the member remembers the discussion on the Police grant, I 
explained that when the District Magistrate proposed to hold an 
iinjuiry into the matter be received a letter from the son of the lady 
saying that he was not willing to have his mother examined. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: The question is whether the 
wound wan slight or not, and whether the actual report of the medical 
examination described the wound as slight. 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not the medical 
report with me. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what sort of slight scalp wound it was? 

Tilt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICp: I am afraid I am not 

a medical man. I cannot say. 

Number of pertocii oonviotod in Midnapore in oonnectiofi with civil 
dtetobeiHenoe moviment. 


•5S. Mr. R. MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Political Dei>artment he pleased to lay on the table a statement show*- 
ing in connection with the present civil disobedience movement — 

(i) the number of i>ersons arrested in each eubdivi.sion in the 

district of Midnapore; 

(ii) the number of persons convicted; 

(III) the section of the law under which they were convict^; 
(ir) the period and nature of their aentencee; and 
(r) the classification of piisoners in jail? 
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Tht ill*. W. D. R. PRENTIOC: (i) Govenimeat have no 

infoimatiatt. 

(n) In the whole district 974 persons had been convicted up to 
19th July. 

(Hi) Information concerning 786 persons alone is available, and 
a statement is laid on the table. 

(iv) and (v) The information is not available. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (tit) of starred questton 
No. SS showing the sections of the law under winch persons were 
convicted in the district of Midnapore. 


Section 117, I.P.C. .. 30 

Section 143, I.P.C. .. 7 

Action 145. I.P.C. . . . . 39 

Section 147, I.P.C. 3 

Section 151, I.P.C. . . 5 

Section 188, I.P.C. , 7 

Section 283, I.P.C. .. II 

Section 353. I.P.C. . . 0 

Section 403, I.P.C. 1 

Section 447, I.P.C. . . 9 

Section 606. I.P.C. . . . . 2 

Section 9, Salt Act 269 

Section 1 12, Railway Act 4 

Section 19, Police Act 5 

Section 20, Police Act 1 

Section 17(1), I.C.L.A. Act 208 

Section 17(2), I.C.L.A. Act 71 

Section 107, Cr.P.C. 12 

Section 109, Cr.P.C. 41 

Ordinance V of 1930 48 

Ordinance VI of 1930 7 


Office of the Inspector-Ceneral of Police. 

•56. Babu H08ENI ROUT: («) With reference to the reply 
given to clause (/) of starred question No. 9 at the Council Meeting 
held on the IRth Februaiy, 1925, will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Police Deptirtment be pleased t4) state whether he is aware that 
several transfers have actually been made and in the case of Chakra- 
pani Mazumdar and Charu Chandra Dutta orders were piis»e<l t^) the 
effect that their posting should be in particularly unhealthy districts? 

(h) How many such district transfers also took place from the 
year 1912 P 
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(c) Ia the Bon’bl^Wember aware that since the ^ar 1912 several 
resignations of cler)o|^,took place in the office of the lnspect<»'«General 
of Police and many derks were discharged, dismissed and in some 
cases even no appeals were preferred? 

(fl) If so, how many such cases took place? 

(e) Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing their names and reasons of discharge or dismissal 
in each case? ^ 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that this kind of postings to 
district, i-esignntions and refusing to appeal after punishment «ro 
peculiar to the Insj^ector-Cleneral of Police’s office? If not, under What 
other heads of depaitments do they occur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) No. 

(fj) The inforniution is not available. 

(r) No. 

(r/) and (e) Do not arise. 

(/) Nrr. 


Complaints in connection with Dacca riots. 

•57. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: in) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in chjirge of the Judicial DejMirtment he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that instructions were issued by the District 
Magistrate of Dacca to Subordinate Magistnites there asking them not 
to take cognisance of c(»mplnint.s in c*onnectinn with the recent Dacca 
riots without first referring them to the i>olice.'' 

(A) If the answer to in) is in the affiniiative, will the Hou’blo 
Meml>er be pleased to state for what reasons the instnictions were 
issiieil ? 

MEMBER in ohariO of aUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Mr, W. D. R. Prontioa): (a) Yes. 

A number of complaints were l»eing filed before Magistrates * 
and diverse oiders weie being passed. Some were referred for inquiry 
to Subordinate Magistrates, others to the ixdice, in other caaea sum- 
mons was immediately issued and in others non-bailable warrants 
- weie issued. To ensure equal treatment and to limit the ocope for 
the pursuit of private revenge the District Magistrate considered it 
expedient that cases arising out of the riots should be instiluted 
through the imlice. 
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Dr. NARESR CHANDRA SEN GURTAs Sts the Hon’hii Member 

taken legal opinion as to whether this sort of inalrnction is lawful? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mf. NADENDRA KUMAR BASUs Is the Ilon’ble Member aware 
under , what law the District Magistrate can pass siu li general 
instructions ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I cannot allow that question. It seeks an 
exjfession of opinion on a legal matter. 

^ ' Bibu SATYENDRA NATH ROY; D the Hon’ble Member aware 
that Magistrates receiving complaints are always at liberty to deal with 
such complaints in the manner they like, and that there is no provision 
in the law interfering with their orders at that particular stage? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must refer the hon^ble 
member to the Criminal Procedure Code regarding what happens to 
complaints ? 


Picketing of the shop of Ray A Co., Daooa. 

*58. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will tho 
Hon’ble Member in chaige of the Political De|niitment l)e pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a few days liefore the l>ncca disturb- 
ances the SujxMintendent of Police of Dacca made an atfemi>t ti> 
disj)erse young men who were picketing at the wine shop of Hay A Co. 
at Dacca 

(fj) Is it a fact that when they refused to disperse he threatened 
to set the Muhammadans on them? 

(r) If the answers to («) and (//) are in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the authority on which the rejdy 
is based? 

({/) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state whether any 
evidence of the persons whf» were present on the oc<*asion bus been 
taken on the question? 

Tht Ifin’bic Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (n) Picketers at the shop 
of Ray A Co., general merchants, were disjierserl on several occasions.. 
(1) No. 

The statement of the Su|)erintendeiit of Police. 

(if)^ Not unless the committee of inquiry examined witnesses. 
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Siiiwfi Cufimiifiion rt ca m m iiHtotioni and zamlndaH lyllaiii. 

•se. Raja Bahadur BHUPBNDRA NARAYAN 6INHA, of 
Rashipur: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue 
Department be pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn 
to the following resolutions which were passed by the Conference of 
^fidholders held in Calcutta on the 13th July, 1930, at the Darbhanga. 
JEtouse : — - 

(/) That this Conference is extremely disappointed not to find any 
recommendation whatsoever in the Rei>ort of the . Simon 
Commission leading to i>eri>etuatioii of the zamindari system 
in India by lyromulgation of such measures as may gfive 
the landed interests in India substance of British primo- 
geniture or entail system. 

^u) That this Conference views with great alarm certain decisions 
of Court, some remarks in the Report of the Simon Com- 
mission and legislations, which have a tendency to adversely 
affect the i)ermanent settlement and create unrest among 
the landholders in India at a critical time and the Confer- 
ence therefore respectfully but strongly advises Government 
to pacify the landholders of India, who have rightly been 
called the Pillars of the State by British administrators in 
the i>ast, by acknowledging in a suitable and tangible 
manner the inviolability and irrevocable character of the 
permanent settlement as indicated by the significant word 
“Permanent” investing as it does, the settlement with the 
sanctity of an almost treaty right aiid thereby raising it 
above ordinary revocable legislations? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what action, if any, 
is pro{M)sed to lie taken on the same by the I^ocal Goveniment? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (u) No such resolution was communicated 
to Government. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Students and the present movement. 

•60. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of 
NiahipurS {a) Will the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Education 
Department be pleased to state whether he has expre.ssed any opinion 
•on the recent advice given by the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 
University to the students for prosecuting their studies in connection 
'With the present movement? 
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(6) Hmb any letter been addressed to the Vice-Chancellor in that 
connection either by the Hon'bie Minister personally or from the 
Government, Education Department? 

The HeR^le Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (^i) No. 

(b) No. 

illr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is the lloirble Minister aware 
that the Commissioner of Police addressed the Vice-t'haiicelloi of the 
Calcutta rniversity in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Ye^ 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'hle Minister 
be pleased to lay on the table the communication which was sent to the 
University? 

The Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, in answer to 
another (iuesti(»n which is down for answer to-day, I have said that 
the correspondence is laid on the table. 


Deoea riots. 

•61. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the 
Hon*ble Member in charpre of the Political Department be pleased to 
Jay on the table a .statement showing: — 

(0 the quantity, class and value of the nilicles looted; 

(it) the (juantity, class and value of the articles recovered on search 
during the recent riot at Dacca? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) Full details are not 
available but the value may roufrhly l>e esiiraated at 3} lakhs of rupees. 

The details and fiprure.s are not available. 


Extofiaion of Proyldoot Fund to the employees of the Caloutta 
Corporation. 

•82. Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (rr) Will the 
Hon’ble Mini.ster in charp^e of the l/ocal Self-Government Department 
be pleaded to ^tate whether it is a fact that the General Ser;refnry, 
Calcutta C-orporation Employees’ Association, forwarded a res<^dution 
of the Executive Council of the Association on 31st August, 1927, 

17 
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f^questing the Governor in Council to extend the Provident Fund Act 
No. XIX of 1925, to the Provident Fund established by the Corporation 
of Calcutta? 

(6) Is it a fact that the opinion of the Corporation was sought on 
the matter? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Corporation recasted the Provident Fund 
Eules in the light of the new Act and sent it to the Minister-in-oharge, 
Local Self-Government, in the month of October, 1929? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to ntate whether there^ 
IS any objection to the rules? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the approval 
of the Ooverninent will he notified in the Calcutta Gazette^ ufider 
section 8 of Act XIX of 1925? 

' (/) If there he objection to any particular rule or rules, are the 

Government considering the desirability of according this approval to 
the rest of the rules to avoid any further delay in the mutter? 


SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (Mr. C. W. Gumor): {a) Yes. 

(5) Yes. 

(c) Ye.". 

id) Xu. 

(c) Thi" lias liein notified. 

(J) Doc*' not aiisc. 


Amondmont of the CaloutU Municipal Act 

•S3. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the liocol Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government is contemplating legislation with a view to 
amend the Calcutta Municipal Act in regard to its provi.sioiis for the 
elei'tion of Councillors belonging to certain communities through 
separate electorates? 


Mr. C. W. GURNERx This i.s not included in the programme of 
Government legislation as it now stands. 
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KishoreganJ rioU. 

•64. Rti BahMlur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI; Will tki 
Hon’ble Member in thar^fe of the Political Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showinj^: — 

(/) the approximate number of Muhammadans who took part in 
the lootinjr of Hindu houses and shops in the villn^res in the 
Eishorepanj subdivision of the district of Myniensing;!! in 
connection with the recent disturbances; 

(it) the number of Hindu houses plundered; and 

(m) the value of the property looted? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (i) and (Hi) The District 
Magistrate reports that it is impossible to give even an approximate 
estimate. 

(li) Nine hundred aiul ninety-five houses and shops looted and dwu* 
ments taken. Thirty-three shops looted but documents not demanded. 
Twenty-one h(ni>e!' froiu which documents were taken without any 
looting. 


Moslem associations at Dacca prior to recent riots. 

*69. Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Is the llon'ble Member in charge 
of the Police Department a>Nare that prior to the recent disturbances, 
existed two Moslem a-'sociations at Dacca known as the Anjuman 
HIM the Baix pan chit yet ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: A report received by 
Government mentions three associations, including the two named in 
the question. 

^ Aooommodation for passengers on deck of the steamers of the 
Calcutta Steam Navigation Company. 

*66. Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Memlrer in charge of 
the Marine Department l)e pleased to state whether the Calcutta Steam 
Navigation Company have spaces set apart on the de<.*k for use 
severally by the third class passengers and for carriage of goods? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the steamship 
company to the necessity of allocating space on deck specially for the 
a<MM>mmodation of passengers? 
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MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Honlite 

Mr. A. Manr): (a) When it is necessary to carry fcargo on deck the 
centre of the deck is used and for each nine siipei-ficial feet of space 
so occupied one passenf?er is deducted from the maximum number 
allowed to be carried, 

(h) Does not arise. 


Alleged assault on ambulance workers at Kalikapur. 

•67. Dr. Sir NILRATAN SIRCAR: (a) Will the Honble 
Member in charge of the INilice Department be jdeased to state w’hether 
it is a fact that the amlmlaiire workers* at Kalikapur, Ben^ral, w^hile 
renderinff first aid to the wounded satya^rahis were assaulted by the 
police on the Ibth April, 1980^ 

(h) Is it a fact that the fxdice went inside the camp of the medical 
volunteers and destroyed medicines and appliances ? 

(r) Is the ITon’ble Meml)er aware that complaints rejjrarding the " 
police assault were made to Ilieir Excellencies the (jovernor and the 
Viceroy by tlu* Secretary, Indian Medical Association, Calcutta, 
re<|uesting urgent inejuiries into the matter? 

(fl) Are the (Government considering the desirability of taking any 
action to prevent recurrence of such ixdice outrage on ambulance 
workers in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) No. 

(/>) No. 

C*) lion’ hie Member is iu)t aware of such complaints. 

(ff) No. 


Unstarred questions 

(ansviere te whioh were laid cm the table). 
Prooees-servers. 

68. MatflYl SYED MAJID BAK8H. (a) Has the attention of the 
Bon^ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department been drawn to 
the fact that pi'ocess-servers in mufas.sal courts are deputed to the work 
-of orderly, oflSee j^eou and night guard, although that is strictly pro- 
hibited by the Government in their ciiTulai*s No. 3400 J. — D., dated the 
17th October, 1992, No. J., dated the 31st October, 1993, and 
Nos. 6067-91 J, — D., dated the 8th August, 1922? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether office con- 
tingencies and coat of stationery that a process-sener is to take with 
him when starting for the interior as laid down in clause (c) of the 
Itule No. 180, page 79 of the Bengnil Practice and Procedure Manual, 
are always borne by the Government? 

(fl) If the answer to (r) is in the negictive, uill the Hon’ble Meiul)er 
be jileased to state the reason therefor? 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE* {a) In the intervals 
between journeys to the luiifassal, process-servers are sometimes 
employed at hcucdcjuarters in iierforming duties which uould otherwise 
be done liy orderlies and office peons. Process-servers are not 
ordinarily einid»’\c‘d as night guaids. 

(h) It is the juilicy of Government that in the interests of economy 
the number of pioce^s-serveis should be limited to the number neces- 
sary to perfoini the work of serving processe*' and that office duties 
should ordinarily be jierformed by office peonN. The apjilication of 
this policy to the circumstances of a jiaiiicular district is examined 
when occasion arises. 

(c) The necessary foiins aie supjdied at Government expense. 

{(I) Does not arise. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whethei employment at heachpiartei s is against the 
rules that are mentioned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Tlie proces'-sprvers are 
paid foi the uhole month ami G<’vernment are fully justified in 
recpiinng a full nemth's work. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: The question is whether they are 
employed agaiu.st the circulars that aie mentioned specifically in the 
original question? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Does the Hon'ble Member mean 
by the expression “not ordinarilj’ employed as night guards” that they 
are soi-ietiraes so. employed? 

Th. Hon'Wf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: When necessity arises. 
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plillivi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Is it not according to the answei| 
itself that ih is against the rules? 


Mr. PRESIDENT. That is no question. 


Students and University examinations. 

68. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: (a) Will the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Coiiiiiiissioner of Police, Calcutta, addressed 
a communication to the Vice-Chancellor, Calcutta T^niversity, regard- 
ing a manifesto issued by the latter on behalf of the Syndicate to the 
students of the University of ('alcutta? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the communication? 

(c) Ilasi the Hon’ble Minister aj)proved of the communication? 

((f) If not, what steps has he taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(h) A coi)y is laid on the table. 

(c) It was not seen by him before it a as sent, but in his oj)inion 
the letter is free from objection. 

(d) The (juestion does not arise. 


Letter referred to in the replif to clause {h) of unstarred (question .Vo. 69. 

Dated the 6th July, 19^). 

Dear Dr. URuniART, 

I understand from the communication, dated the 4th July, 1940, 
addressed by you on Whalf of the Syndicate of the CaUutta Univei-sity 
to the students of the University that in case of disturbances or inter- 
ference with studentN wishing to attend the foHhcoming examinations 
the Syndii'ute does not desire the assistance of the p(vlice, and conse- 
qifently accejjt full responsibility for whatever may take place. 

Of course as fur as the public thoi'oughfares are concerned the j)olice 
will see that traftic proceeds, but beyond this, in deference to the wishes 
of the Syndicate, they will take no action. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. A. Teg.\Rt, 

Commiuioner of Police, Calcutia, 
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Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERilEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 

Biware that the Commissioner of Police or the police did not act in 
iccordance with the assurance friven in the letter of the Commissioner 
of Police to the Vice-Chancellor? 

The HonHlIe Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN; I um not aware of 
that. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the lion hie Minister 
aware that actually there have been several <ases when* the police 
entered into the (oinpound of different colleges unasked for and 
assaulted the loyal students of those ccdleges? 

The Hon*ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The (luestion is so 
vague that I cannot answer it. What college is referred tO.'^ 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERilEE. If the Hon'hle l^finister 
wants to kiHJW the name of at least one c(dlege, 1 can mention the 
Ashuto'.li College wheie the incident happened only thiee days ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am md aware of it. 

Mr, SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is this answer very definite? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that (luestion. 


Settlement Press employees. 

70. Mr. S. M. BOSE: (o) Will the Hon'hle Member in charge of 
the Hevenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fac t that 
the Settlement Press employees of Jessore, ('hittagong, Herhamj»ore 
and Barisal submitted a memorial to the Hoii’ble Member in Ai)ril 
last ? 

(b) If so, what action has been taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government expressed their inability to accede to the prayers 
contained in the memorial. 
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Carters* strike in Calcutta. 

71. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hou’ble 

Member in charpi’e of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many men were killed during the last carters’ strike in 
Calcutta ; 

(/?) how many of them were carters; 

(hi) how many of them were amongst the geneial public; 

(in) who gave the orders to fire at them ; and 

(v) whether any in(|uirv was instituted to find out whether the 
firing uas absolutely necessary and how far the action was 
justified ? 


(h) If the answer to lo) {r) is in the negative, will the llon’blo 
Member Ix^ pleased to state the reasons f<»r not holding an inquiry' into 
the matter 

(r) If there was an inquiry, what was its result? 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) d) Seven. 

(li) Two. 

(Hi) Five. 

(iv) ]^Ir. F. 1). Baiiley, l)ej>ufy Commissioner of I’olice. 

(v) An iiujuest w'as held on 11th April by the Coroner and a jury. 
The unanimmis verdict of the jury was that the firing vvavs legal and 
fully justified. 

ih) and {c) In view of the Coroner’s incpiest and the jury’s verdict 
no* further impiiry was deemed necessary. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether it is the intention of Ctovernment to com- 
pensate the relatives of the five persons of the general public who lost 
tbeir lives as the result of firing during the last carters’ .strike. 


TIM Hoti*blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: In answer to another 

question I said ’*no.” 
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Assistant amt sub^assistant surgeons umler the Director of 
Public Health. 

72. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: {a) Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Wal Self-Goveriiiuent Department he pleased 
to state whether he is considering the desirability of making an inquiry 
regarding the conditions of sendee of assistant and siilv-assif^tant 
surgeons working under the Director of Public Health Department, 
Bengal, on a temporary basis for a large numl)er of years H 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability ' of having a 
graded sendee in the Public Health Department? 


Mr. C. W. CURNER: u/) The jiosilion apf)ears to itvjind'e 
examimition and is understood already to have received the attention 
of the Diieclor (d Puldic Health. 

(b) The question will be considered uhen the report of the Director 
of Public Health is received. 


Posts of Education Secretary and Director of Public Instruction. 

73. Nawab KHWAJA HABIBULLAH: {u) Will the Hon bio 

Minister in (diarge of the Education Dejiartmenl be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Sadler ( ommission recommended the 
amalgamation of the two po.sts of the Education Secietary and the 
Direcdor of Public Instniction ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Bengal Betrenchment Connnittee also con- 
sidered the post of the Director of Public Instniction as superfluous ? 

(c) If the replies to (o) and (b) are in the attirinative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government propose to 
take any step for the amalgamation ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Bengal Retrenchment Committee also favoured amalgama- 
tion. 

(c) No. Government in 1925 decided against amalgamation and 
it is not proposed to reopen the question now. 
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Pieketlng of aduoitiofial institutions. 

74. Namb KHWA4A HABIBULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, Government contemplate taking to stop picketing of educa^- 
tional institutions and to save the students willing to prosecute their 
studies from this undesirable molestation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It is. for the authori- 
ties of educational institutions to take the initiative in protecting 
willing stiidentN from molestation and to call upon Government officers, 
if necessary, for assistance. Government are satisfied that no other 
steps are required. 


Process-servers. 

75. Mauivi MUHAMMAD H08SAIN: (a) Is the Ilon’ble Meral>er 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the process-sen'crs 
are still now engaged in the duties of orderlies and office ix'ons? 

(/>) Is the IIon’hh‘ Member aware that the j>rocess-servers in 
Bengal do not get any statiimery or mileage allowance while travelling 
in the niufassal? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) In the intervals 
between journeys to the mufassal, process-s(*rvers are sometimes 
employed at headciuarters in |)eH'onning duties which would otherwise 
be done by orderlies and office iHM)ns. 

(h) IVcxess-servers are supplied with the forms necessary for their 
diaries and returns. They do iu»t get mileage allowaiue. 


Amount spent on rural water-supply. 

76. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Deimrtmenl be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the amount sjH'Ut on rural water-supply 
in Bengal during each of the years 19^^1-22 to ll)2t)-3() — 

(i) by Government directly, 

(it) by district Ixmrds, and 
(ni) by union boards? 


Mr. C. W. CURNER: A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statejnent referred to in the reply to unstarred question Xo, 76 showing 
the amount spent on rural trater^supply. 


Year. 

Amount spent 
by Government. 

Amount spent 
by district 
boards. 

Amount spent 
by union 
boards. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


Rs. 

Hs. 

Hs. 

1921-22 


4,38,689 

20,613 

1922-23 


4.60,132 

35,050 

1923-24 


5,45,138 

60.128 

1924-25 


8.95,359 

92,138 

1925-26 

i, 93.364 

8,36,559 

1 .83,555 

1926-27 

2.59,352 

7.58,330 

2.28,297 

1927-2S 

2.:t4.844 

8.29.564 

3.99.002 

1928-29 

1.09.296 

7,11,380 

4.78,713 

1929-30 

3,07.146 

. s 

.... * 


not y«*f rfonvrcl. 


X./l. — AtltM' the surieuder of Puhlic Works ress to tlje di^rtrict 
boards in l!Ud, no (loveminent ^»“runt was ]mid to district l>4)ards f(/r 
the iinproveincnt ol iiiral watci-Niipply . The fi^'-urcs for the >earH 
to under “Amount Hj>ent by (tovernment” are there- 
fore ml. I'roni onwards the fifrui’es are those for expenditure 

fitiin tlie annual )»iovi''ion ot Its. 2,r>th()00 disstributed to District 
•Mapistrate.^. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of onler, Sir. 
Shall I address the Honhle Minister or the Secretary, Local Self- 
Government Depai tment Will the Secretary, Ijo< u 1 S«df-( fovernment 
Department, be i>leased ti» state whether the sum of Hs. I;i.r)0,()(M) is 
solely for the pur]>ose of water-supply? 


Mr. C. W. CURNER: Yes 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: AVill the Secietary, Local 
Self-Government Depadment, be pleased to state as to why it is that 
out of Rs. 124 lakhs >?ranted in the 5 years 1925-2fi to 1929-dO, mily 
Rs. 11 lakhs were spent? 


Mr, C« W, CURNER: It is due to the difficulty that district officers 
always find in spendings up to the last rupee of the budget provision. 
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Disturbances in Mymensingb district. 

77. Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: Will 

the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing separately — 

(i) the number of ITindus, and 
(?V) the number of Muhammadans 

killed in the recent disturbances in tlie district of Mymensingb? 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The numbers killed during 
the disturbances in ^[ymensingh district between the 11th and 16ih 
July were — 

(/) Hindus ... 11 

(ii) Muhammadan.s ... 11 


Dacca Inquiry Committee. 

78. Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazv: Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political De|Kutment be pleased to 
state — 

(/) when the repf)rt of the Dacca Inquiry C’ommittee is likely to 
be readv ; 

(//) whetliT^* it will l>e made availabk* to the public; and 

(m) whether the evidence taken by the Committee will also be 
jniblished ? 

The Hon'blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) It has been ascer- 
tained that the Committee hoj>e to have the report ready by the 14th. 

{li) Government cannot answer this (piestion until they have seen 
the reiK)rt. 

(ni) No. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the inviuirv conducted by the 
Dacca Riots Inquiry- Committee was a public one? 


Tho Hoii’blc Mr, W. 0. R. PRENTICE: As far as I know it was 
mainly public. 
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nH Mwdur KEtHAB CHAMDRA BANAR^II: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state why no statement ran be made at the 
present moment whether the report will he published or not? 

Th0 H0I1%1 a Mf, Wi D. Re PRENTICES It has just been received 
and I have not read it yet. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: AVith leferencc to the 
first answer may I ask the Hon’ble Member whether the hope expies.sed 
by the committee has yet been realised? 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Chief Secretary 
informs me that he has just now received the report. 

BatHi 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Meml>er be pleaseil to state whether he considers it necessary to publish 
the repoH durin^^ the pre.sent session of the Coumdl, so that it may be 
considered and discussed by thi** House? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE: I am makinfr every effoH 
to jjet through it. so that it can be made ready for publication before 
the session ends. 


Provincial Road Board. 

78i Mr. E« C« ORMOND: (a) With refen»nce to the reply g-iven 
to starred question No. 90 at the CWncil Meeting held on the 21st 
March, 1900, will the Hon ’hie Minister in charj^e of the Isical Self- 
Government Depuilment be pleased to state what sum from the Central 
Road Fund has actually been received by the Provincial Uoa4l Rourd for 
the Government of Bengal since the time when the answer ulmve- 
mentioned was given? 

(b) In respect of what amount of the monies obtainable from the 
grant of the Central Road Fund has work been ordered to be done on 
roads in Bengal ? 

(c) To whom have the orders been given? 

(d) To whom has the work been entrusted ? 

(c) What is the nature of such work so ordered and on what roads? 

(/) How much of the amount granted from the Central Road Fund 
to Bengal has so far been ex{)ended ? 

(g) What is the nature of the work which has so far been done for 
the monies so expended and on what roads? 
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(h) How much of the amount granted from the Central Bead Fund 
to Bengal will be spent during the financial year ending 31st March, 
1921 ? 

(i) What is the nature of the work which is likely to be done 
during the financial year ending Slst March, 1931, for such expenditure 
and on what roads ? 

(;) How much of the amount granted from the Central Road Fund 
to Bengal will be spent during the financial year ending 31st March, 
1932? 

(k) What is the nature of the work which is likely to be done 
during the financial year ending dlst March, 1932, for such expendi- 
ture and on what roads? 

(/) Is it not a fact that in resiK‘ct of many of the roads concerned 
various local bodies (including district Iwards and municipalities) are 
or have j)reviously l>een resixmsible for the upkeep of these roads and 
liable for exi)eiiditure of monies from their funds on these roads? 

(m) Do their previems responsibility and liability still hold good 
to the previous extent or not? 

( 41 ) Have such local bodies fulfilled their responsibility and liability 
in resiMjet of the roads in (juestion? 

(o) What body is resiK)n8ible for the execution of the work in 
resjK^ct of which money is allocated from the Central Road Fund? 


Mr, C, W« CURNER: {a) The Government of India propose to allot 
Rs. IvbbOjtMK) to Bengal during the current year, but no sum has yet 
been paid to the Government of Bengal. There is no question of 
receipt of such sums by the Provincial Road Board, which is a purely 
advisory luidy. 

(h) No such order can be given till funds for expenditure against 
this grant are voted by the Tiegislative Council. 

(r) to (g) Do not arise. 

(h) Budget provision has Wen asked for Rs. 4,75,000. 

(t) A statement of the projects for which a grant has been sanc- 
tioned by the Government of India is laid on the table. It is too early 
to say yet how much of the work will be done before the end of March. 

(;■) and (k) This deiJends primarily on the amount of the grant to 
be made in 1931-32, which is not yet known. 

(1) Yes. 

(w) The question is under consideration. 

(n) Yes; in various degrees. 

(o) This is under consideration in each case. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (») of unttarred 
question No, 79. 


Bengal Programme. 

Approved with the Government of India, Department of Industries 
and Labour, Public Works Branch letter No. C-22, dated the 8th 
July, 1930. 


Name of project. 

Ultimate 

total 

cost. 

Five-year 

programme 

ae 

approved 
by Pro- 
vincial 
Road 
Board. 

Expendi- 

ture. 

1930-31. 

Nature of work. 

> 

- 

3 

4 

5 



R«. 

Rp. 

Rs. 


1. 

Calcuttn-Joseore Road 






to Baraeet 

8.H3.320 

5,00,(MM> 

2,00,(KK> 

Widening, recon* 






Btrurtion of nurfaco 






and strengthening 






brulges. 

2. 

Diamond Harbour Roa<i 

6,70,000 

6,70.000 

2,00,000 

Ditto. 

3. 

Grand Trunk Road 

14.50.000 

lO.OO.fKK) 

4,00,000 

Ditto. 

1 . 

Chittagong- A rracan 






Trunk Road, 

10,00,000 

5,00,0(K) 

l.OO.tKK) 

Bridging only. 



(about)* 



* *( Estimate not com* 






pleted.) 

5 . 

lllambazar-Dubrajpur 






Road 

3,50,000 

3,5(»,0(M> 

50,000 

Rectinstniction and 






bridging Ajot 






river. 

6. 

Tanga ii -Myinonaiiigh 






Road 

3,75,000 

3,75.(K)0 

59,000 

ReconKtructicm, wid* 






ening and Btreng* 






thening bridge#. 

7. 

Dacca- Narayanganj 






Road 

6,64,000 

4,50,000 

1,00,000 

Ditto. 

8 . 

Pabna-Iahurdi Road . . 

8,10,000 

6,00,000 

1,00,000 

Reconatniction of 






Burfa<« and 






atrengthening of 






bridge#. 

9. 

Magiira-Jhemdali -Cbua- 






danga Road 

3,00,000 

3,00,000 

60,000 

Ditto. 

10. 

Burdwan-Arambagh 






Road 

6,00.000 

6,00,000 

60,000 

Conatruction of new 






road and partial re- 


• 




ionatruction. 


Total 

70,02.320 

61,46,000 

13,09,000 





QXJESnONB. f 14 th Avc^, 

Klian Bahadur Maulai AZIZUL HAQUES Will ikm Becrotary, 
liOcal Self-Government Department, be pleased to state ia to whether 
the Diamond Harbour Hoad is a Public Works Department road or a 
district board road? 

Mr. C. W. CURNER; The Diamond Harbour Road is a Public 
Works Department road and is being maintained by the district board 
of 24-Pargana8 for ordinary repairs. 


Civil guards during riots at Dacca. 

80. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Dej^artment be pleased to state whether 
any civil guards (special constables) were appointed during the last. 
Communal riots in May, Hh30, at Dacca? 

(/>) How many civil guards were appointed? 

(c) How many of them were — 

(7) Hindus; 

(2) Muhammadans; 

(J) Europeans; and 
(4) Armenians? 

(ff) How the selections were made? 

(c) How many from — 

(7) Hindus, 

(2) Muhammadans, 

(J) Armenians, and 
(4) Euro])euns 

were re8i>ectively called in for duty ? 

The Hon’Ms Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (a) Yes. 

(h) Fifty-nine. 

(c) (7) Ten. 

(2) Thirty-four. 

(J) Fourteen. 

{4) One. 

(</) and (e) On the recommendation of the police. All volunteered 
for service, and no offers were refused. 
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iif« TRAVERS# Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to 

state what percentage these figures bear to the total population of 
different communities P 


TN Hoii*Wt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I cannot say. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether the sen'ices of these civil guards were of real value 
during the disturbance? 

Thf Hofl’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not yet read the 
report. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Will the Ilou’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether the European civil guards were on duty in the Indian 
<|uarter of the city? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: T imagine they were. The 
riot was not in Ramna but in the Indian quarter of the city. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to 
state if any public* body or association conveyed the thanks of the 
public to the special constables of different communities for their 
services? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Not HO fai as I am aware 
of. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Will the Ilon’ble Member Ice plea.sed to 
state whether the local authorities received any offer of assistunce for 
maintaining public security from any public Icody or iwditiral 
association ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot answer alcout 
pul)lic bodies or associations. All the Hjmial (‘onstabies that were 
employed were volunteers. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member l)e pleased to state whether any complaint of unjustified 
aeeaults by the civil guards has been brought to his notice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is probably one 
case, but I do not know definitely. 

Is 
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Librarians’ Conference. 

81. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government of Bengal sent any representatives to attend 
the Librarians’ Conferenc^e held in January, 1918, at Lahore? 

(h) Was any action taken by the Government of Bengal on the 
repoii of the Conference published by the Government of India? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the 
resolution adopted by the All-India Library Ctmference held at the 
Senate Hall, Calcutta, in December, 1928, in which the Government 
w’as requested to make the Imperial Library a copyright library like 
the British Museum? 

(d) Have the Government taken any steps to give effe<*t to the 
proposal P 

The Hofi’Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(li) The resolutions of the Conference were communicated to the 
Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, and to Commissioners of 
Divisions. No further action was called for. 

(r) From the letters of the Honorary Secretary of the All-India 
Library Conference addressed to this Government it does not appear 
that there was any such resolution. 

(d) Does not arise. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: With reference to answer 
will the lioii’ble Minister be jjleased to state whelhei he does not 
think it desirable to take fuither action in the mattei ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not allow that (piestion. 


Public libraries. . 

82. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware 
that the public libraries in rural areas are often refused grants from 
the district, UkuI and union boards, for want of any definite ruling 
authorising these bodies to incur expenditure on public libraries like 
municipalities? 

(&) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to remove the anomaly? 
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Mr. 0. W. CURNER: ia^ Objertion in audit to grants to libraries oa 
these grounds has been noticed. 

(b) The point will be noted for consideration among the proposed 
amendments of the Acts in question. 

MUNiNORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the Secretary, Local 
Self-Government Department, be pleased to state when the amendments, 
of the Alts in question will come up before this Council? 

Mir. C. W. CURNER: I can give no forecast when such legislation 
will l>e undertaken. 


Aocounts of tha Calcutta Corporation. 

83. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hnn ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be 
plea.sed to state what priKedure is followed in auditing the accounts, 
of the (’ahutta Corporation? 

(h) Will the Iloii'hlc Minister 1 h‘ pleased to lav on the table a 
statement showing rate hills of what amount were found outstanding 
in the year. Urjj, 1024, 1025. 102(), 1027, 1028 and 1929, and 

why ? 

{r) Have the audit notes of the accounts of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion and the comment*^ of the Government thereon been published and 
placed before the (Vuincillors ? If not, why not? 

(d) Is the Ilon’ble Mini.ster aware — 

(i) that there are discrepancies in the accounts of the Calcutta 

Corporation ; and 

(ii) that rate bills of large amount are outstanding since the year 

1924 and are gradually increasing every' year? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of inquiring into the 
matter? 

Mr. C. W. CURNER: (a) The accounts of the Calcutta Corporatiort 
have hitherto been audited by the Accountant-General, Bengal, and 
the Examiner, Outside Audit, Calcutta, who were appointed ex-officio 
auditors under section 121 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, Since 
October, 1929, the Examiner, Outside Audit, has been replaced by the 
Examiner of Local Accounts, Bengal. 
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(b) Government have no information for the years 1928 and 1929. 
Information so far as available in audit for the earlier years is given 
in the statement appended. 

(c) Government have no information as to the procedure followed 
by the Calcutta Corporation in this matter but will inquire. 

(d) (i) Some discrepancies have been noticed in audit. 

(u) This appears to be the case. 

(e) Government have been in correspondence with the Corporation 
about the matter. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (h) of unstarred question 
No. 83 showing amounts of outstanding rate hills. 


Ye*r. 

AMeiftor’i 

Collector'a 

Solicitor'* Department. 

Total 

I>ci>ftrtment. 

Dopartnient. 

(a) Non •decretal 

(b) Decretal. 


Ba. A. V. 

R«. A. T. 

Ra. A. P. 

Ba A P 

Ra. a. P. 

loss 

1.88.223 7 6 

11.220 18 6 

18.132 8 8 

8.836 14 10 

1,71.418 T 6 

1023 

l,66.fl68 IS 0 

27.020 0 0 

18.000 0 6 

0.087 0 6 

2.28.574 14 0 

1024 

2,17.002 2 8 

53.160 18 0 

87.684 0 6 

11,788 10 0 

8.10,685 0 0 

1025 

2.18.700 0 0 

1,78,700 0 0 

70,000 0 0 

14,300 0 0 

4,01,600 0 0 

1026 

1027 

2.58.014 4 0 

2,48,428 0 3 

2,72,044 3 8 

1,02,616 14 0 

10,204 0 6 

15.890 15 11 

2,83,516 0 6 

6,25.854 11 2 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Will the Secretary, Wal 
'Self-Government Department, be pleased to state if the CTOverumeut 
pi*oposes to appoint a special officer to imiuire into the finances of the 
Corporation, under the provisions of the (’alcutta Municipal Act}^ 

Mr. C. W. CURNER: There is III) such proposal before Government 
at present. 


New Dum-Dimi miifiioipality. 

84. Mr. 8AILE8WAR 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Lwal Self-Government Depai’tment be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the Dum-Dum Cantonment 
was newly created a separate municipality from Ist April, 1929, 
although a strong representation of respectable gentlemen was made 
to the Secretary. Local Self-Government, in October, 1928? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Commissioners werre nominated? 

(c) What ai*e the reasons for not introducing the elective system? 
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(d) B the Hon’ble Minister aware that two successive chairmen, 
who were European gentlemen, submitted their resignations and still 
a European gentleman was appointed a chairman? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of introducing elective* 
system into the Dum-Dum municipality at an early date? 


Mr. C. W. CORNER : (o) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) Administrative convenience with regard particularly to the 
necessity for constituting the new municipal board from the 1st April, 
1929, simultaneously with the establishment of the municipality. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) This will letjuiie consideration when the term of the present 
board expires. 


New Dum-Dum mumoipality. 

85. Mr, 8AILE8WAR SINGH ROY: (n) Is the Hon ble 

Minister iii charge (»f the lx>cul Self-Government Department aware 
that the new Duin-Duin municipality created in 192J1 is bounded on 
the three side' — iKoth, we^'t and east — by its neighbouring munici- 
pality of South Dum-Dum? 

ih) Is it a tact that the Chaiimaii, South Dum-Dum municipality, 
strongly protested aguin>t the creation of a new municipality on the 
grounds set forth in his letter No. 535 M., dated the 12th October, 
1928, to the Secretary, Government of Heiignl (liocal Self-Government)?' 

(r) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state the grounds for 
rejecting the representation of the South Dum-Dum municipality? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of amalgamating the two 
munici polities into one? 

Mr. C. W. CURNER: This is approximately correct. 

(6) Yes. 

(r) The balance of advantage was held to lie in forming a separate 
municipality regard being had particularly to the wishes of the 
inhabitants of the area and to the financial condition of the South 
Dum-Dum municipality. 

(d) No such proposal is at present under consideration. 
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Riot at Kishoregan). 

86. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(?) how many Gurkhas and anned police were engaged in check- 
ing the riot at Kishoreganj ; 

(i?) in hf>w many places was there shooting; and 

(m) how many bullets were used for the purpose? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (/) 76 Eastern Frontier 
Hides and 7d armed police. 

(it) At 11 places. 

(fif) 5d r«»unds of buckshot and 28 rounds of ball were fired. 


Medical sohoole. 

87. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Jiocal Self-(iovei nment Depai tinent be 
])leased to state the piesent p<)licy of the (i(»vei nment (.n education in 
medical schools? 

(//) AVill the Hon’blc Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of Government to open more medical schools of 
the type that are openeil now? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of con- 
stituting a (a)mmittee of oflRcials and non»f)fficials with two represen- 
tatives of the All-India Medical Licentiates’ Association to go through 
the whole question of opening new or remodelling existing medical 
schools ? 

((/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
are being taken in the matter? 


Mr. C. W. CURNER: t?i> The present jMdicy of Government aims 
at having at least (»ne medical school in each division. 
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(b) Medical schools have been opened at Jalpaiguri and Chittagong 
this year, and the medical school at Barisitl will be opened as soon as 
it is complete. There is no other school under construction at 
present. 

(c) This has not been considered. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Secretarv. Local 
Self-( Government Department, be pleased to state a'i to what is the 
policy of Government in selecting one divi«ji(jn in preference to 
another? 


Mr. C. W. CURNER: I do not (juifp follon" the question. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I want to know why 
Jalpaiguri and Chittagong only weie selected? 

Mr. C. W. CURNER: T am not 'U'le of the fai ts underlying the 
question. 


Director of PuMic Instruotiofi, BengaJ. 

88. NavMab KHWAilA HABIBULLAH: (a) Will the Hon'lde 
Minister in charge of the Eifucation Diqiartment he pleased to state 
whether the Government have decided the question of iM*nnanently 
filling the |)ost of the Dinnior of Public Instruction, Bengal? 

(h) Will the TTon’ble Minister l)e plea.sed to state whether there 
is a chance of Mr. Stapleton’s being confirmed in this post ? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of appointing a Moslem officer as Director 
of Public Instruction? 


Tho Hon’IHo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: (a) No. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

(c) The queatioD does not arise. 
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Mr. iYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minuter 
be pleased to state when the question of permanently filling up the 
post of Director of Public Instruction will be decided? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: In the near future. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will it be during the term 
of office of the Hon’ble Minister? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is no que^^tion. 


3-30 p,m. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state whether the appointment will be filled during his 
term of office? 


Mr. PRESIDENT. That question is not allowed. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Mr. K. F. Oaten has definitely resigned? 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJiE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that there is considerable feeling that the confirmation of Mr. 
Stapleton as Director of Public Instruction will be against the best 
interests of the Province? 

Tbt H08»bU Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Xo, I am not aware 

of it. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
he pleased to take this aspect of the question in filling up the 
appointment ? 


Th« HofPbl« Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I will take it into 
consideration. 
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Mr. tYAMAPItOSAD MOOKERJEE: Will tlie Hoti'ble Minister 
be pleased to consider the desirability of appoint injr as a permanent 
Director of Public Instruction an otficer who commands public 
confidence. 

(No answer.) 

Patitiofi for astablishiiient of a Mufiammoclan Marriage Registraliofr 
office at Muhammai^Mir in Jeeeore. 

88. Kali EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charpe of the Education Department be please<l to state whether it is a 
fact that the people of Muhammadpur police-station submitted a i)eti- 
tion to the Magristrate of Je^sore for the establishment of a Muham- 
madan Marriage Registration office at Muhammadpur? 

(h) What action, if any, has Wen taken on the said {petition? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Sadar Sub-Registrar of Jessore is against 
the establishment of such an office? 

{(I) If the an>wer to (r) is in the affiimative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons given by the sai4l oftic'er against 
the establishment of the oflSce? 

The Hofi’blo Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 
ih) It was (l(‘cide<l to take no action on the petition on the ground 
that the number of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars in the district 
was consideresl high in profnirtion to the number of registrations and 
it was undesirable to o|)en a new office. 

{(') Government are not prep«ired to disclose the opinion of parti- 
cular officers. 

(d) No. 

ttMiiiir sliipo of tho River Stem Ntvigttiofi Company plying beCaMen 
BaHsil and PatiMkhali and Barisal and BhowaniganJ. 

88. Maidvi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: (n) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Marine Department be please<l to state — 

(i) which steamer ships ply in the Barisal-IIhowaniganj and 

Barisal-Patuakhuli feeder service lines of the River Steam 
Navigation Company ; and 

(ii) what is the capacity of each of these ships for carrying 

passengers of each class? 
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(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the number of padsengers 
travelling by those steamers much exceed the number they are certified 
for*' 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Oovernment contentplate making rules providing for the constitution, 
procedure and function of committees under section 54B of the Inland 
Steam Vessels Act, 1917, as introduced by the amending Act XIII of 
1930? 


The Honitlle Mr. A. MARR: (a) (t) Barisal-Bhowaniganj — Usually 
"‘Robin,” “Swift” and “Kulsi.” 

Barisnl-Patuakhali “Vanu“ and “Singla.” 


(/?)— 



lat class. 

Inter and 
3rd claas. 

“Robin” 

... 8 

842 

“Swift” 

... 6 

518 

“Kulsi” 

... 4 

096 

“Vanu” 

... 4 

317 

“Singla” 

... 4 

313 


ih) No. 

{(') The matter is under consideration. 

Process-servers. 

91. Babu 8UK LAL NAC: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Finance Department be pleased to "tale what derision, it any, 
bas l>een arriveil at by the Government of India with regard to the 
recommendation of the Bengal Government made in 1922 for granting 
equitable pensions to the process-st^rvers of Bengal? 


MEMri^R in oharg* of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Honnilo 
Mr. A. Marr): No such recommendation was made to the Government 
of Indja. 
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MiHmiimadaii toaohers in the Barasat Govemment Miooi. 

B2. Maitlvi MUHAMMAD 8AADATULLAH: (a) Will the 
Hon*ble Minister in charge of the Education Dei>arlinent he pleased 
to state whether there are any graduate Muhammadan teachers at pre- 
sent in the Barasat Government School? 

(b) ,If 80, what is their number? 

(c) Is it a fact that the post of assistant head master in this si hool 
was reserved for Mussulmans? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether this system is adhered to at the 
time of appointment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes 

(b) One. 

(r) No. 

(ff) Does noi arise. 


KishoreganJ riot. 

93. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: ia) Will the IToirble 

Menil)er in chaige of the INditi<al Department Im* pleased tn state 
whether it has been aseertaiiie<l that the lause <»!' the Kishoreganj 
riot was economic distiessy 

(b) If the answer tn {a) is in the affirmative, will thi* Hon’ble 
Membei' be jdeased to st.ite what stejvs, if any, the (fovei-nmcnt pin|s»se 
to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: io) (tne of the (uuses 

was economic distress, due mainly t<^ the low price ot jutt‘. 

(6) Ooveniment are carefully watching the general situation but 
have come to no conclusions as to whether action by them is necessary 
or possible. 


Rtilway fare for oroising the Mymensingh bridge on the river 
Brahmaputra. 

94. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the Don'lde Meml»er 
in charge of the Public Works (Kailways) Deptirtment l>e pleased to 
state the reason for the abnormal charge in railway fare for c rossing 
the Mymensingh bridge on the river Brahmaputra ? 
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MEMBER in ohargn of PUBUf WORKS (RAILWAYOy 
DEPARTMENT (tllo Hon’llfo Mr. A. Marr): When a railway passea 

over an expensive bridge a special rate is charged to meet the cofjt of 
the bridge. The method usually adopted in such cases is to assume 
a hypothetical increase in distance, which means that fares are higher 
than they would otherwise be. 


Cess revaluation in Hooghly. 

95. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) U the Honble^ 
Member in charge of the Revenue I)epartiiieT»t aware that survey and 
settlement operations will be taken up in the district of Hooghly during* 
the year 19dl-d2J' 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that cess revaluation has just 
been com[deted in the district of Hooghly!*" 

(c) Will the Hoirble Member be pleasecl to state the amounts of 
road and public works cesses — 

(/) which used to l>e collected from the district of Hooghly Wfore- 
the revaluation of cesses; and 

(//) which will be collected henceforth!*" 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there 
will W a revaluation of cesses again after the final publication of the 
record-of-rights in the district!" 

(c) If the answer to (f/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state w’hy the revaluation of cesses was under* 
taken so s<»on before the survey and settlement works? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the total expendi- 
ture fncurred for the revaluation work? 

The Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Survey 
openitions have already commenced in the district and settlement 
operations w’ill begin in October, 1930. 

(6) The cess revaluation of the district was completed in 1928. 

<r) (f) Rs. 1,52,450. 

(fV) Rs. 2,(K),923. 

(d) At present a fresh revaluation is not contemplated. 

{e) Does not arise. 

(/) Rs. 1,03,020. 
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District and thana. 


HOOGHLY— 

8. Arambagh 

9. Mogra 

10. Jarigipara 

11. Tarakcswar 

1 2. Parsura 

13. Khanakul 

14. Chanditala 
16. Serampore 

16. Bhadrcswar 

17. Chinsura 

18. Uttarfiara 


Average 
fever 
death- 
rate per 
1 , 000 . 


Avers^ 
malaria 
death- 
rate per 
1 , 000 . 


Average 

fever 

index. 


Spkep 

i^ex. 


18*7 
17 H 


16-2 

13-9 


68 0 
44*7 


171 
16-8 
16-4 
16-4 
15*0 
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legislative business. 

Government Bill. 


TiM Bwigal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 1930. 


(The disru'tstoii on the ui>ove Bill was then resumed.) 

Or. Sir HILRATAM SIRCAR: Havinp regard to the estretnely 
complicated nature of the Bill and to the difficulty of mastering the 
intricate details connected therewith 1 find it extremely difficult for 
me to proceed with their consideration at once... It must be admitted 
that though the Bill has the same name as the two previous Bills yet 
it is very different in its details from any of them. I need not •enter 
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into these details here. It is sufficient for niy purpose to say that aa 
regards the- machinery and also th^ scheme proposed, the general 
policy of the Bill, the incidence of taxation on the diifereui classes of 
population for securing the requisite amount of money and as regards 
various other mattei's, this Bill differs considerably from the others 
that preceded it. It has been admitted in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that this Bill follows closely the i-elevaut Act of Madras,. 
That itself is an admission that it does not follow the other two Bill.^. 
that •were introduced in this Council some time buck. So far as 1 
know, in the Mother of Parliaments it is the uniform practice of 
having all questions of detail considered in committees before they 
are presented before the whole House for final disjmsal. There are 
three sorts of committees there, (1) standing committees in regard tu 
certain Bills, (2) the whole House going into c*ommittee in certain 
circumstanc'es, and ('*^1) the select committees. Here, of i‘ourse, 1 do not 
know whether the practice of having the whole House gone into 
committee may be adopted or not. My idea is that there is no f^uch 
provision in the Act. As regards standing committees, the successors 
of the foimer day grand committees, we have no (»uch committees here. 
We naturally expect, therefore, that in a momentous matter like this,, 
a select committee .should be appointed for the purpo.se of considering 
in detail the various questions that have been i*aised and that may be 
raised in this connection. This would not only lighten the labour of 
the House but would also give the necessary amount of time for making 
matters smooth with a view* to comprcuuise in conneciu)!! W'ith details. 
But if the (piesticms are discussed cm the floor of the House nolmdy 
can think that eveiy ([uestion and every detail will receive that amount 
of time and attention that may be nec'essary fc»r the scdution of the 
question connected therewith. Now, Sir, under the cMrcumstances, I 
think that if the mover who has asked for the appointment of a select 
committee be actually defeated here, w*e shall think that there is an 
idea of rushing the Bill through the House without jmying any heed 
to the opinions of those who may differ in (heii views fnmi those 
expressed in the Bill. It will be a great injustice to us. We are 
quite prepared to consider, as I Nuid yesterday, from an educational 
point of view and from the view-point of finance and we think that 
unless all the questions connected therewith are thoroughly discussed 
and settled in a calm atmosphere the difficulty will be great in the 
administration of the measure later on. I am, therefore, confident 
that my fellow members will kindly support the proposal for (he 
appointment of a select committee to consider this matter. 

Kinmr 8H1B SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Mr. President, it is both 
a little difficult and^ somewhat delicate for a man just out of offica 
to take part ill the ilebate, the subject-matter of which is the cause 
of his giving up office. Sir, you will perhaps appreciate the feelinga 



OOVEBNMENT BILL. 




[14th 


ot a man whom circumstancet have forced to sever his oomnectiiMi 
from work which brought him power, preatige and honour, —a work in 
which he took great interest, a^d when in spite of the diSf^ties of 
the system he was hopeful of rendering some useful service to his 
motherland. Perhaps, you will further appreciate . how strongly he 
feels on the ground which led him to take such a step. 

To any one taking a broad dispassionate view of things, it is 
apparent that the Primary Education Bill is the crying need of the 
times and that in the present financial condition of the country a 
tax— luib.er a heavy tax — has got to be levied to give elfeci to the 
provisions of the Bill and to tax those who are likely to be most benefited 
by the Act. It goes without saying that such a Bill is assuied ol 
the support of Government of the land and of the fair minded 
Europeans out in this country. It is natural that the educati<^feally^ 
backward classes of the country would welcome such a measure even 
if it imposes a reasonably extra financial burden on them. Mussal- 
mans as a class belong to this categoiy and it does not require much 
propaganda to rouse their just feelings in the matter. On the other 
hand, it is quite in keeping with human nature that those who rightly ok 
wrongly feel that the financial burden imposed is not compatiM# with 
the amount of benefit which the measure would bring them aould 
try their utmost to oppose such a measure; but, Sir, their oppoeitiou is 
concentrated on the provision of the Bill which deals with taxation. 
TThen again, those who are educationally advanced and in whom the 
spirit of democracy and nationalism is highly developed would 
naturally demand that the underlying principles of the Bill should be 
broad-based on democratic and national foundations. Any other^ 
foundation would be repugnant to them and is liable to be vehemently 
opiv'sed by them. The majority of these two grouos conic from the 
ITiridus. Tt will, therefare, be seen that a Bill imposing a heavy 
financial burden on the landholders and providing for rigid official 
control is bound to meet with strong opposition from ^he Hindus as 
a community though on different grounds from a different section of 
it. In the circumstances. Sir, it requires ta(‘t and statesmanship of 
the highest ordei to pilot this Education Bill in a manner which will 
cause the least resentment to all concerned. Sir, holding the balance 
as they do. Government and the European members of this Council 
would he of immense help to the Miiiister-in-chnrge to bring about a 
compi*omise which, if not satisfactory to all, would nt least })e not 
unfair to the majority. 


045 p.m. 

But, as I have said before, this requires a lot of tact, patience and 
perseverance on the part of the Minister in charge of the Bill. But 
F.uro|>ean and offi<*ial support being the common factor there is an 
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eA»ier nwtrtJe to adopt to Becure the safe passage of the Bill aud that 
is oaly^lf^tli the help of the ^Moslem members, for the Moslems as a 
class favour of such a measure. New to (he lieid of politics 

and sta fa p hna nship as the Education Minister is, he perhaps was ^sily 
tempte<i to the easier course. Fiom the very l>egiuniiig. Sir, I have 
felt that the procedure adopted by the Hoiride Education Minister to 
rally the Moslems in order to secure the passage of the Bill tliixiugh 
the legislature was liable to be inteiTireted as being tinged with a 
€‘ommunal colour. This is, Sir, what has actually come to pass. The 
Hindus feel that they have been ignored altogether. They feel tliat 
the Education Minister in the safety ot the support that has been 
promised by Government, by European as well as Moslem members of 
this Council, is liding i*ougli-shod over the feelings of ttie llimlu 
con^uuity. I felt. Sir, that there was still time to conciliate Hindu 
* feelings by taking them into confidence ami leferring the Bill to a 
Aele<'t ('ommittee consisting of a fair nnmber of llimlus, Muhammadans 
Sind official members, J appealed to the Education Minister and to 
ihe Govemment to^dopt this <*oui*se but, Sir, to my misfortune 1 failed. 
Jl^erefore thought that 1 should retire from the official lienrhes, and 
'"WW'Ihe floor of the House, as an ordinaiy member, make one last 
uppeal to the M(»slpins, t<t the Kuropeaiis and to the Government not 
*fo wound unnecessarily the feelings of the Hin<lus by carrying the 
Bill in the teeth of their opposition. T appeal to them in the name 
f)f the Motlieiland. in the interests of the Hindus ami Mussnlmans 
and in the name of goml Government, to agree 1<» refer the Bill to 
n select committee. Whfun the select committee should consist of T 
leave to the Hon'ble Minister-in-<diarge and to His Excellency, with 
whom, under the constitution, he has to share the responsiljility for 
adnnni.stration, to de<'ide. If the Hon’ble Minister is agreeable, I am 
sure that you. Sir, will be pleased to accord special pennission to bring 
forward sxkT an amendment befoi-e the House, 


Mr. C. C. COOPER: I do not propose to make a speech, that is to 
say, T do not piojxne to follow' up a reasoned argument to a conclusion 
but there have been references in this ITouse to tlie position of the 
European group which T cannot allow' to let pass. I very much regret 
that I missj'd the speech in which Mr. Fazl-ul Hiuj explained the 
working of his conscience but he too, as well as the Hindu rnemliers, 
referred to the incompetence of the European group to judge the 
issue. The hon’ble inemlier a.sked if Mr. Travers had ever 
lireif iw a Bengal village that he could speak with authority on the 
question whether or not the Bengal villager desire.s prirnaiy education, 
Mr. Travers has lived for some 30 years alongside a Bengal village; 
be has toured many miles in Bengal and has visited many villages. 
He has cfmsiderable knowledge of the language, I may say of several 
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languages, and he has a very good understanding of the villager. Mr* 
Thompson, another member of our group, was a Settlement Officer for 
9 years and he has probably visited more villages in Bengal than any 
member of this House. If these two gentlemen with their experience 
and knowledge of Bengal and Bengal villagers cannot speak with 
authority I do not know who can. There are many of us on this side 
of the House who are large employers of labour. We have talked 
with pur labour. I for myself have done so many a time and I know 
nnd can support Mr. Travers in his statement that the villager of 
Bengal does need and require primary education. The villager has^ 
•.eeen the advantage of education and be wants bis children to gain 
this advantage. How it has arisen it is not within my province ta 
inquire, but most unfortunately thi-; Bill has been converted into a 
bitter communal (juestion. We Europeans sincerely dejdore this fact. 
If only we could stand aside to allow the contending parties to fight 
the issue fm1 among themselves, we would gladly do so, but, Sir, we 
dare not let it be said that the Europeans hel]»ed to kill, or at least 
to further delay primary education in Bengal. llie argument that 
because Bengal has waited so long for primary education, it will do no* 
harm to wait a little longer, is as specious as it is false. 

We, I lurojjeans, may be Simjde Simons led away by an astute 
Muhammadan, but we are not so simple that we (aiinot draw our ow'n 
conclusions from the attitude of the other side. The delay of a year 
in the passing of this Bill means that ajqnoxiniately d lakhs of 
children lose their chance of learning to read and write. The two years’ 
delay that has alieady taken ]dace has de])rived (J lakhs ol childien of 
their g(dden oppoitunity. W’bo^e children are these and who are the 
party who are advocating a dilatory expedient? Are you surprised 
that to our sini]de minds it doe^* locik as if the classes who have a 
monop(dy of education are anxious to hold on to that monopoly I 

We do not agree with the financial jirovisions of the Bill. We 
do not agree with several principle^ of the Bill, but I emphasise and 
emphasise very strongly that we, the Euiopeans, do agree to the great 
princiide of primary education for Bengal. AVe admit to serious 
misgivings as to the effect of increased taxation during the present 
crisis, but we believe that in spite of the very grave economic position 
(which we all sincerely deplore) there is vet a real demand for this. 

Bill. 

^.We nTf very conscious of our responsibilities in this vital issiie. We 
ha% given much thought to evei-y a8j)ect of the case; we have carefully 
each pit) and con, and it is our honest opinion that the 
proposal to refer the Bill to a .select committee is a deliberate attempt 
to wreck the Bill. We cannot allow ourselves to be a party to such 
wrecking tactics. If we do not oppose this reference to a selecti 
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commits, it will be said of us that we helped to kill the Bill. Sir^ 
we the Europeans, cannot, and will not allow ourselves to be platted 
in such a false posifion. 

I can cnlv think that my hon’ble friend Mr, Chatterjee^s Ipye of 
rhetoric overcame his saner judgment last evening. His reference to 
us as sojourners in this country does him no credit and is quite un- 
worthy of him. If, as Mr. Chntterjee alleges, we are iiierely sojourner’s,, 
why should we 'JupjMjrt this Bill!^ We have nothing to gain by it 
except increased taxation which will be a source oi loss to us! Our 
sole motive in supporting this Bill is because we honestly believe it 
to be the right thing to do by “The land we live in.” 

One speaker has not he>itate<l to turn on us Europeans the 
Swarajists' old gibe that we lejneseiit nobody. This time we can 
ansN>er “7 f/ rju{/>jur " Mo%t of the inemlrers who are now opposing 
this Bill would not lie here at all if the swurajists had not gone out. 
The Swarajists, had they been here, woubl not. I believe, have supported 
another select coiininttee. They as good said so on the last occasion 
when tins Bill wa** discussed. 

My hon'blc frien«l spoke yesterday ot the Europeans and Muluim* 
inadans gaining a glorious victoiN o\ei the Hindus. 1 cannot imagine 
anything more shanielul. I most strongly resent such an unfair 
iinjHitation of our- motives. With all the force and emphasi.s at my 
coiniiiand I say suc h a c harge is not true. We want to play the game 
hone-tly ai'd t.iirly bv Bengal, and we deplore the most unfair’ tactics 
which are le intr U'-ed tc» deprive the sons of Bengal c)f juimary educa- 
tion. Kor tins rea-'ori alone we cqqiose the lefeieme to a .select 
committee 

4 p.rn. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Mr. President, Sir, the theme 
of the last speaker was that primarv education sh(»iild be brought U> 
the sons of Bengal and it i.s certainly a laudable theme, but wben he 
says that the Hindu meinberH are lacking in any sympathy for the 
attainment of that goal, he is very much mistaken. The last speaker 
as well as the rton’ble Minister for Education seem to think that the 
Hindu mend>er- of this Council are out for wrecking the Bill. I most 
strongly repudiate the suggestion. The history of Bengal will show 
conclusively that the Hindus have always tried to give to the peopl# 
primary education. If the Hon’ble Minister f(»r Education wil? 
consider foi a moment the state of Bengal in 1757, be will find, if hi» 
has read history* aright, that the whole face of Bengal wa^ honeycombed 
with* a large number of and mahnhit, and these wer»e started 

by the local landlords and zemindars — both Hindu and Muhammadan, 
It is only after the Englishmen — 1 will not say EnglildimeD tsif 
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Britisherj4--took charge of the country that these pathsalas and maktahi 
went out of existence, because the lands which supported them were 
escheated to thi Crown. It is said — and mistakenly said — that the 
Hindu landlords are specially against the Bill and that they want it 
to be wrecked, I am not a landlord myself — if I possess anything it 
is a small piece of land of which I am a cultivating raiyat — but I can 
«ay without fear of contradiction that there is not a single Hindu 
landlord who does not want his tenantry to be educated. The only 
objection of the landlords is, so far as I undei-stand, to the extent and 
ratio of taxation, and to the idea of having taxation at the present 
moment of so huge n character, which comes to very much like 25 per 
cent, of the total land revenue. There is a world of difference between 
objecting to certain principles of the Bill and objecting to the Bill 
itself, and I say that when people say that the landlords and the 
Hindus are ojrposed to the Bill itself, they are talking through their 
hats. This (‘barge i-? Ireing levelled against the Hindus in order to get 
the snppf)vt of some interested ])ersons. I am extremely sorry a 
<*ommuna] turn has been given to this (juestion. Tf my friend, the 
Ifnn'hle Minister for Education, were to glance his eyes over another 
period of (1.^* history of Bengal, he w'ould remember that 25 years ago 
in 1905 what an amount of propaganda was eonducted through meetings, 
addressed by mnulvis who were sent out to Eastern Bengal, and the 
fate of that projiaganda. If he had done that he would not have this 
time been a(’com]ianied by mnulvis in a tour of Ka.stern Bengal to (‘aiTy 
on piopagnuda in favour of the Primary Education Bill as it now 
stands. 

Then 1 will call the ^linister’.s attention to another side of the 
picture — the s(>-(‘alle(l ])act hetw(»en a jmrticular member of the popular 
side of (f()^el'nment and the (iovernment members and nominated 
members, tlie implications of wdiich w’ere vividly depic ted by Mr. Fazl-ul 
lTu(|. 1 dmll not go over it again, but I w^mld certainly say that the 
Uon’ble MinisttU’ would have done well t(5 reniemher the fate of 
another pact entered int(» in 1757 between a higlilv i>laeed Muham- 
madan ofbcml and the Europeans, I would ask him to remember the 
final i*asuP of that pact, and I say, let not history repeu^ itself in 19^10. 

We all know that tl»e villagers want education, hut the anxious 
solicitude of the European memhers remind one that there is a Bengali 
saying that she who loves a child more than its mother is a witcb. 
Wlien we hear that Europeans want our boys and girls to be educated 
but that Hindus do not, we are reminded of that adage. 

Khan 'Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Mr. President, Sir, I 
think it is due to some of us on this side of the House to give expression 
to our views on this question on the floor of this House. Sir, I do not 
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think that there has been an}' other occasion on which the Muham- 
madan view has been so misrepresented as it has l>eeu during the last 
two days. I have myself no quarrel with the Minister as to what he 
has done or failed to do. We are not comenied with the activitiejf 
of Ministeis — existing Ministers or ex-Minis(ers. We are now con- 
cerned ^iih a measure which is before the House at the instance of 
Government, and T believe that it is that point of view which has 
prompted, far as this side is concerned, to discuss the merits and 
demerits of the Hill. I was surjnised f«»r the iiist time to hear that 
this Hill had been looked upon from the communal stamlpoint. T 
di.s.sociite mvself entirely fnim this idea not only on my own behalf 
but nl''0 on behalf of the partv to whi<‘h I liave the honour to belong. 
So far as w»* are concerned, theic never ha> been any communal ieefing 
with refertuice !o this measure. Miglit I remind the House that long 
before the lime when dejimcrc.t v and nationalism weie talked (*f. when 
the t'ongiex'* was ineicl\ a petitioning body, the Miissalmaiis at an 
educational coniereiice iti Ho^ia in demanded primary education 

for t!ic niasst*^. and wcie e\en ]uepaied to he ta.Kcd for the purpos(‘. 
We w«*i(‘ not edmat^Ml ihcn to tiic extent as we an* now. The connlrv 
wa.' !tol so advaiiM'd ^l that lime as it js to-da}, hut all the same thi* 
dema’ol *;mhc {join tho .M o.s>»al mans, who siiggestcd that e\en if it wt*re 
not c<in >i(lcti‘d po",il)le to tax tin* riiliie <ommunily, the Mussalmaus 
alone ought to ht‘ taxed. 'I'hat was not a ])iaciual piojiosil ion, and in 
spite of the wislo's o{ the M uhaminadatis to he taxed, (In* piopical was 
not accejitei^ h\ ( Jovao rimeiit , as it was iinpra<’licahh‘. ] ask ihosi* who 
w'ant t(» deter ilie Hill for a few months what eoii'>lrueli\ e proposals 
the\ ha\e lo make juimaiy education an acromplislunl fact in the 
country. 

Sir, we hear of construct i\ e piogiamines for gaining the freedom 
of our touiitiv I ask is it possible to (*\(dve a eonsirm tixe piogiammo 
on the floor of this House!" I wan! t<» krioxv what [jiiu tical imnisUM'S 
have been ♦aken by the members to bring in a mm-official Hill. Hus 
any attempt been made lr» solve the piohlem of j»rimar\ education 
This Hill has heen ]>efoie the House with all its deteet>, wnth all its 
iniquitous jiiovisjons, with all its retrograde piinisions, for the last 
two or tluee yeais. You riiticize tlie Hill, but I want to know liave 
you up till now brought forwanl any iiieaHuie wliieh i> an impiovement 
on it ? 

Sir, may I r.ay not only on my own behalf but oKo on behalf of tho 
party to which I have the Imnour to belong that we consider that it 
would l>e l)etter if a statutory provision could Ik* made for a ffovern- 
ment gnint. AA e also reeognizit that it would hax'e been better if lK>th 
the rural and urban areas were included in the sco]»e of the Hill. AVe 
also should he happv if the constitution of the iKiards lould bo 
democratized. But, Sir, we have to accept the facts as they are. 
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Bengal is not yet an autonomous province — India has not got its 
freedom. And till that millennium comes we must be content with 
the present state of affairs^ so that the people at large may not have 
to go without primary education. There is the official block; theie is 
the European block; thei*e are the representatives of the Hindus, the 
Muhammadans and various other interests; and it is the duty of ever^ 
one of us to realize this fact and make the best of a bad bargain. Sii;^ 
it i$ unfortunate that not merely in this measure but in another measur^ 
beneficial to the people, we were accused of being communalists. 
During the last tenancy legislation, the Muhammadan members fought 
for the cause of the tenants. The Muhammadans who fought for the 
X>oor tenari+s were charged with being not only communal but also 
having communistic tendencies. It is unfortunate that a similar cry 
has been raised on thi.H (»c<‘asion uIm*. I repudiate the charge most 

•emphatically, and I say with reference to the speech of Kumar Shib 

^•Jliekluireswar Ha> that nationalism is not confined to any particular 
group or ])eoplo in the country. There are Muhammadans — very large 
number of Muhammadans — who look at nationalism from their own 
point of view, never forgetting that this is a country in which they 
will have to live for years to come with other communities. Their 
rights are intertwined with the rights of other communities, and their 
future is inteitwined with the future of the Hindu community. But 
in spite of tlnit they realize that they have got a position of their own 

in the country, which they must take stock of. But when we discuss a 

measure, that measure has to be examined not merely from the ])oint 
of view of anv particular class or community but trom that of the 
jieople as a whole. 

Sir, r shall not take uj) much (d vour time, but I will ie])ly tt) Mr 
Bijoy V rasad Sintrh Boy. He said yesterda;\ that in the last Select 
Committee Hindu opinion was not represented. I a.^k whethei he will 
try to reccdlect in his gallant mood that on the last Select Committee 
there were no less than lo Hindus, while the number of Muhammadans 
was only 11. Am I to understand that the members of the Swaraj 
Party who really bold the most advanced views — more advanced than 
some of the members here do — and who were on the Select Committee, 
did not represent Hindu opinion ^ There was Mr. Subhas Chandra 
Bose, there uas Mr. Naliniranjan Sarkar, there was Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Hoy. there was Mr. V. X, Guha, and last but not least there was 
Mr. Bijoy Pra.sad Singh Roy — all on that Committee. Am I to 
understand that he would still .say that Hindu opinion was not 
represented. Tt is better that my friend had not raised this cry. 

Sfri; I .shall say only one word more, and that is as regards the 
quftt^ion raised by my friend Mr, Singh Roy about We.stern Bengal. 
It is nothing but a calumny to say that the Bill is not popular in 
Western Bengal os it is in Eastern Bengal. He said that if the 
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Minister had held a single meeting in West Bengal, he would have 
realized the depth of feeling against the Bill as it stood. I lepudiate 
this chai-ge against West Bengal. Speaking on behalf of my district, 
viz., Nadia, which is not so much western as the district of my friend, 
hut which certainly is included in AVest Bengal. I say that we are 
^not opposed to the principles of the Bill, though we may have some 
ilifference of opinion as regards some details. As a matter of fact 
ihere are many defects which should l>e rectified. It were much l>etter 
if this heat were not introduced, and the measure discussed on its own 
merits. Then there are the landlords and tlie tenants who have got 
different views in the matter, especially the landbud’^ who are j>ro- 
verbially >peiidthrifts in these matters. It would be far better to 
discu-'S the mea.sure on its own merits. So far as the Minister’s 
nctivine*^ are con(‘erned — what lie did in East Bengal or West Bengal 
or in ('alcutta — we have got nothing t<^ do with. We are concerned 
with this measure. The people are tired of seeinir the same Bill over and 
over airam an<l the time has come when there should be an end to this 
state ot affairs <i!ie wa\ or the other. 1 feel that the Bill should l>e 
procee<le<l >\ith. I d<» leali^e that there i> a feeling amongst certain 
section" ot my fiiends of tlie House, and 1 do not sny that they are not 
jiistitied, but I hope that tli<‘\ will not look at it. from a communal 
jadiii of hetlier the Ibni’hle Ministei is right or wrong 1 leave 

it to the Mini"Vi to decide. So far as we aie concerned we must 
<’onsi( !«'i the m.ittei on Its own merits. 

[At 4-18 pm the (’oumil was adjourned for prayer and it 
Teas"eni]ded at 4-L’8 p.ni. | 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I rise on a point of 
7>ersonal explanation ^ Khan Baha«lur Maulvi Azizul Ilacjiie has "aid 
<hat in the Select (onimittee the Hindus were properly repiesented. 
Nobody disjuites that fact, but I am sorry that my friend has a short 
meinoiv. There weie n sufficient number of C'ongre"H nieinbers in 
the fir"t Select (’omniittee. but as tlie ('imgres'i wan sitting in (’alcutta 
that >eai. they did not attend the meeting and they reipiested tho 
Hon'ble ^linister to ywi.^tpone the meeting of the Select Committee 
which he lelused to <lo. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir. I am greatly pained 
to find the turn tliat the debate on this important and momentous 
measure has taken. As Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque has 
pointed out, the question is whether on the merits of the Bill it in 
one which ought to be considered by a Select Committee or by this 
House. It ha.s' been assumed from the lienches opposite that whoever 
has the hardihood to think that there are problems connected with 
this Bill which can only be properly discussed in a Select Committee^ 
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must necessarily be out to wreck the Rill. I should have thought that 
the character and antecedents of some of the speakers who have spokea 
in favour of reference to a Select Committee would have been proof 
against any such imputation. But our European friends, who seem 
to take such a great deal of interest in our i)eople and seem to have 
such a wide knowledge about our people, have not enough knowletlgo 
of the condition of the country to know that Sir Xilratan Sircar ia 
not a man who would be out to wreck the Rill. I am no less 
eut huHinstif* than the Hoiride Minister himself oj- those who have 
pledged their support t(» him in the cause of the spread of elementary 
education. I shall not be (me whit less emphatif* in my opposition 
to any propr^sal which seems to tliiottle or indefinitely i)os(pone the 
passin;^^ ot this Rill, and j)eihaf»s. it all altemjits to secure a more 
etticient and 5nhM|Uate measiiie fail, T ‘'hall even he able to persuade 
my^jelf to swallow this Rill with its nuim‘rou> detects lather than that 
the <jue'ti(m oi juinuiry (‘ducation should l»‘* lele^ated to the limbo 
of vagu(‘ possihil i I ie>. I am not <me of those, if tlierc* he any such, 
who would press for a Select ('omniittee in the vague hojie that it 
might help in slodving- the Bill. Rut 1 am out tor a i-eal educational 
measure which will surt'lv ami st(‘adily lead to a system of fiee and 
eomimlsory etlucatum, and not tor meie l(*gi‘«lat i ve pxrolechnic' to 
daz/le the eyt's ot the poor people. And I It'd that without important 
modifications, which can only he niad«‘ in tht‘ S(‘h'(“( Committee, the 
Hill will lie a ]»i(‘ee of legislative wimlo\v-(lre'.''ing ; it will he a mere 
shallow wnthout any '-uhst mco 'I’Im* Ilon'hU* Minister has ^hown 
great enthusiasm alnuit tlu' meuNUie- he lias taken gimit pains to make 
the nu'asure known to the penph‘ and win theii- sappoit. If all that 
enthusiasm is a leal enthusiasm tor tin* cause of primary education, 

1 am sure he will lie (aiually enthusiastic* in sending the Bill to snch 
a Seh'ct Committee as can he trusted to imjirove it. For if he thinke 
that with the present Bill he will he able to carry through the 
progiamme of coinpulsmy education in (>. 9 or 1^ iii even six times six 
years, he is gieatly mistaken. If, on the contrary, he jiersists in 
pushing the Bill through, in total disregard of tin' wislies of the great 
number of members, the only conclusion I should regretfully draw 
would he that his enthusiasm and anxiety aie not so much for ft 
ftound s(*heme of elementary education as for sometliing which he can 
show to the people, some, achievement which he can flourish as a 
oliurter to the gratitude of the people. 

I shall point out u few' items which it i.s not possible to settle on 
the floor of this House. I have alieady referred to the absence of 
any piovision whatsoever in this Rill for making primary eilucation 
free and compulsory within a reasonable time. I have referied on 
a previous occasion to the abst»nce of any provision in the Bill aa to 
what the amount of Government contribution should be. Let U8 seo 
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how we m goiiifr to solve these quesliojis. TSke again the question 
of the central controlling body. All these questions we cannot settle 
by merely moving amendments in this House and having one speech 
for each meml^er. These would be matters of delicate negotiations, 
perhaps long drawn negotiations, as to ho%v far we can make the 
Government yield, and how far w’e can make coiicessions, and those 
are not negotiations w’hich can be carried on on the floor of this House. 
Then take the question of the cess. I have tried to discover whether 
there is any basis on which this cess has been imposed in this Bill. 

I had a discussion with the Hon’hle Minister and I tried to discover 
the basis but there seemed to he none except the rule of tl» * tl'umh. 
Before a measure of taxation is imposed there are numerous things 
to he considered. What would he the incidence of the tax on the 
j>eop]e, whether they would he able to pay, and wliat will he the best 
cliance of realisatioji of the leveuue upon which de]>ends the wliolo 
edifice of the Bill^ T feel then* are persons in tin’s proviiu'e wlio 
will he afVe('ted hv this measure lor whom it is impossihle to pay an 
additional cess. ^\^dl, Sir, theri* nu;.;ht to he some pjoxision for 
excinpiiori'' in the ca-'e of peisoiis ahs(dutely too poor to ]'ay. Suidi 
exemptions exi^t in scveial Act*', hut theie is none in this Bill, for 
the simph* leason tliat theie aie no ti«*uies availahh* to llu* Governm nt 
U])on wiiifh \ou <‘aii ha-c any calculations with regard to the incidence 
fd the tax. 1> it a mattei- to lx* decided by a debate!'' I think not. 
It i'' a matlei in which c.ilculat ions liave t<» he made, consultations 
have to l)e hi'hl. ami we have to airive at the absolute bedrock 
of facth on wliich we have t(» ha's* our < ah ulations. 'Diese invesligation.s 
are fai too compli(at(‘d to lx* earned mit on the fh»or of this llou'^e. 
Then then* is tlie (iiiestioii of latio. On what basis has this ratio 
of H pice for the landlords and .‘U pice for the tenants lxx‘n fixed? 
'llie Uoii’hle Minister in ju.stilving tin’s ratio said that the Government 
had fixed one pice for tlie landhinls and four pice for the tenants, 
and each of the two Select ('oinmittees fixed two pij-e for the landloixls. 
Therefore, as if it is only a question of plaiutirig the landheds, as 
if it is only a question of compromising with the laiidicuds. he imposed 
pice on the landl(»r<l.s. I say it is a prim iple of taxation which 
W'ould he a revelation to .students of public finance. That is not the 
right way. A'ou have got to consider what would he the most etpiitahle 
method of adjusting the cesses. It is p«)ssible that the materiahs for 
arriving at a conclusion with regard to the most eipiitahle method aie 
not available. I made inquiries for certain facts and figures which 
would he of assistance on this questiiin from the Hon’hle the Revenim 
Member, and his answer was that those facts and figures were mit 
a'taiiahle. AV e have no materials on wdiich, as sound econonii®t.s, w’e 
can base the .ratio of the taxation upon landlords and tenants. If 
that is so, what is the way in which we should proceed? Assuming 
that the tax of 5 pice or 4 pice, as the e^se may be, is accepted aft 
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vnfW, what will be thd^ine^cti which we ire to protfeedf Then 
remains only the rule of the thumb which is 50:50,^ pice for the 
laiiflloifls and 2 pice for the tenants. That was the proposal ^hich 
was made by the Select Committee. This is not a matter whicS 
be decided by a mere show of hands or by mere cries of **Ay€S*^ and 
“Noes” in this Council. It is not a matter of mere voting', . It is 
a matter w-hich can only be discussed in a Select Committw.- ^ In 
answer to that, the Hou^ble Minister has said that there ha^e been 
two Select Committees already. I do not care if there have been< 22. 
The matter has not l)een di.s<*ussed threadbare by the Select Gompnittee 
nnd the matter is of vital importance, both to the landlords and te{ients, 
-and I think I can speak on belialf of the tenants that, whatever may 
be said by those who profess to represent the teTiants liere as to their 
willingness to pay "U pice in the rupee, I know as a matter of fact 
that many of them are not capable of paying this amount. That being 
so, it is immaterial that the matter has been discussed by two Select 
Committees. The point is, has this (juestion been discussed on proper 
lines!" Have we before us the proper materials f()r coming to a 
cfjnclusion V T should say no. I am afraid that on this matter the 
|)rescnt attitude o( (Tovernment is one of weariness of discussion. I 
cannot conceive of a more pernicious frame of mind than that of 
weariness. It very often hai)pens that when men have been cogitating 
ovei’ a matter for a long time they ultimately (ome to a stage when 
they want to get lid of it anyhow. 


4-45 p.m. 

That is an attitude ot mind iii wlii<'h men (bv the lea-^t wise things 
— T should say, the most t(»olisli things. The Hon’hle Mitiister has 
referred to the Bengal Tenancy Act wliich, after going through several 
•r-ommitfees cami* before this C’ouncil and was discussed clause by 
<dause on the floor of tbe House. 1 wish the llon'ble Minister were 
happier in tlie choice of a precedent. For those who have to assist 
the administration of the Bengal Tenancy Act and those who have 
been affected by the Act know that the result of the amendments 
W’hi(*h were cariied pell-mell on the flix>r of the House has been 
-disastrous and has brought about an absolute chaos. Within a year 
of the passing of the Act several amendments had to lie brought forward, 
and numerous cuts were prop<ised in the last session of the House in 
order to draw attention to certain difficulties in the administration of 
tbe new (dnuses of the Bill. I could (‘ite many instances of defects 
in the Act itself from my experience in my profession. It shows that 
the Aft hail been an extremely clumsy one. When we are going to 
build the fabric of universal eleiiieiitaiy education in our country, 
we do not propose to build upon a clumsy foundation, I hope, there- 
fore, that looking at the question on the merits, the Hon'ble Minister 
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^ilUyet iigre^ ta^refer th«F Bill to th® Committee, a Srfect 

tJpmmittee co||»8ting of persons who can be trusted to be absolutely 
ixt ^yUipatiy with the object of the Bill and who con be trusted to 
httprgve it and to make it better for the purpose of making education 
frefe anti compulsory in the country. Well, Sir 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, had to 
resuiaa his seat.) 

lir* Cl G. COOPER: I beg to move. Sir, that the question be 
now pnt. 

(At this stage the HonM»Ie Mr. Khwaja Nazinuiddin lO'ip to reply, 
anrl Maulvi Abdus Samad also wanted to a«ldress the Council.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already called upon Maulvi Abdus 
Samad to speak and after he has concluded the Hon’ble Minister might 
reply. 

Maulvi ABDUS SAMAD: Mr. Pie'^ident, Sir, I do no less 
deplore than Dr. Sen (fupta, the preMoiis Npeaker. tlie turn which the 
debate has taken. Sir, there is nothinL^ c<iminunal in the matter. But 
unfoi tiinately the debate has taken a <‘ommunal turn which it should 
not lJa^e taken Whether good nr had, the Hindus and Moslems would 
he equally alfected by the piovisioijs df the Bill when enacted into 
law. So the (luestinn sliould he considered <lispassionately and on 
its own merits. Now, there is one very important factor whi«h the 
ftUpportei's (d the motion seem to have lr)st sight of. 'I’he present 
Bill stands on (jiiite a difteient footing from a Bill which is introduced 
for the first time in the (ouncil. A l^riniury Education Bill was fiist 
intKxluced in the Council in 1928. It wa.s widely circulated for ptihlic 
opinion and reteired to a Select (’ommittee. The Select Committee 
met and submitted its report. But the fate of the Bill was sealed 
with the fate of the Ministry. 

Then, the Bill was again introduced in the Council in 1929 with 
the re[K>rt of the Select Ctunmittee and it was again reterred to a 
Select Committee, consisting of alM)ut 5t> members of this Hou‘^e. We 
all know how the action of the Hou‘-e in selecting such a huge committee 
was adversely commented upon in the press. This Bill, as amended 
and modified by the Second Select Committee, was to he considered 
at the last session of the Council. But the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Bill, for reasons best known to himself, in spite of the opposition 
of the elected representatives of the people, withdrew the Bill with 
a promise to re-introduce it at the present se-ssion of the Council. The 
Hon ble Minister, in pursuance of his promise, has introduced the 
present Bill for our consideration. Now the question is whether this 
Bill should again go to a Select Committee. I have carefully gone 
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iliT^ugh the provisions of this Bill and I must admit that in spite of 
its various defects and drawbacks it is decidedly an improvement upoa 
the previous Bills. In my opinion, there is no necessity of referring^ 
the Bill again to a Select Committee. The reports of the previous 
Select Committees are before us. AVe can take advantage of these 
repoitn and modify and improve upon the provisions of the Bill on 
the lines suggested in these reports; or we may do so independently 
of these reports by pressing the various amendments standing in the 
names of tlie hon’hle members. Sir, it is admitted that legislation 
for tlie extension of primary education is absolutely necessary and is 
lo!ig overdue. If that he so, why should we put off the matter to a 
futurf* date, specially when, in view of what T have stated above, the 
necessity for lefeiring ‘he Bill to a Select C.\)mmittee does not appear 
to me lo he at all convinc ing ^ 

Now, Sir, the cjiic'stioii is wheUier in view of tlie strong sentiments 
expi(*ss<Ml hy (he supporters of the motion we should agree to the Bill 
hcdrig jefeir(‘<l (cj a Select ( \uiimitfee. I have heard with wrapt 
attenlion (he* aigumeiifs advanc(‘d by Afaulvi Fazl-ul Ilmj and the 
suhscMnieiit HjHMikers. llighily or wrongly tliey l)elieve that the inteiesta 
of tin* country would tie bet lei’ sei ved if the Bill Ik* reteiied to a 
Select (hmimittc'e. 1 do not doubt the sincerity of their purpose. I 
believe they are actuated liy the best of motives. ddie idea of 
introducing comfiulsoiy primary education in the country originated 
with Hindu nationalist leaders and it ivS they who have (*ver since 

been pressing for the same Irom the yuess and public* platform'^. The 

successful o|Muutioii of the yirccvisions of the* Mill, wlicui yia^scul into 
law, would largely (h‘pend upon the amount of co-ojieiation and 

suyiyiori that would be receivecl from tbe Hindu community. So, for 
the sak(‘ o( the laigc*r interests of the country and for tlie maintenaiu*e 
of unity and good relations that subsist between the Hindu and 

Afoslein members of (his (\)uncil, 1 would appeal to tlie Hon'hie 
Minister in cliuig^e of the Bill to respect the sentiments of the Hindu 
members and agree to (heir ])roposal. Bu(, Sir, in case the Hoii’hle 
Minister cannot Mio his way to agree to the jiroposal and the motion 
is pressed fm a division, 1 and my party members, by virtue of the 
mandate leceived from my <*ommunity, sliall l>e eompelled to go to the 
lobby and vote against the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is a matter 
of great regret that a (omniunal turn has been given to this quevStion. 
I have always believed in the Bill and it is my honest conviction that 
this Bill is in the interests of the people of Bengal and it will mean the 
salvatibn of the people of Bengal, not only the tenants, but the Moslems^ 
the Hindus, the aamindars and the middle class men. This is my honest 
conviction and on that basis I have taken steps to see that this Bill is 
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enacted into law as soon as possible. Sir, I was in favour of this Bill 
Ijefore I was placed in charpre of Education. I may tell the House that 
when the Bill was introduced by the late Mr. McAlpin, and this very 
question whether the Bill should be taken into consideration or referred 
to a Select Committee was beinp decided, five Moslem members includinp 
myself waited on a deputation on the then member in charjre and 
sugjfested that if the ratio be altered to three and two, the Miissalmnns 
would cordially support the consideration of the Bill and oppose 
reference to the Select Committee. After I have been placed in char|’:e 
of Education, I naturally have been more interested in this Bill, and, 
as I said before, I repeat apain, that it is my honest and sincere con- 
viction that this Bill is in the interest of the ]>eople of Bengal and not 
of one particular community. Sir, at this sta^^e I would refer only very 
briefly to the statement made by my late colleav^ue, Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray. I accept his statement that I am an ine.xperieiK'cd 
Minister and quite new to jjolitics, and I admit that the Kumar Sahib 
is an experienced, intelliprent and veteran jmlitician. My only rcjs’-ret 
is that in my mad career throujrh Bengal when, accordinj: to him. I 
was raisinjr the communal question, 1 never received a word of warnin^r 
as to the way in which I was jroin^ on. I received no warnin^^ never 
a hint, that 1 was doiiip' sometlnnjr that may lead me to trouble. No 
sufr^^festion was ever made, until 24 hours before the question was ^^oinj; 
to be taken into consideration, that I had done nnythin^r whi»‘h was not 
accepted b\ every member of the Government, Indian or Kunq)ean. 
I will leave it at that . 

Sir, I most emphatically repudiate the suj.^p'estion that I have in any 
way made tliis a communal (juestion. Durin^^ my tour I have addressed 
over a dozen public meetings and I challenged anybody to say that 
even by a word I have even su^^'ested that this (juestimi can be inter- 
preted in any way a.s a communal one — there was noihin^.r communal in 
it. I po further than that and I say that I have scriiimlously avoided 
making any reference to anythin^*' which ini^lit lead to difTerences 
between one class and another, zamindars and tenants, money-lenders 
and those who borrow money. I have apj>ealed to them purely on the 
ground that the measure was absolutely necessary for Bengal. If you 
want dominion status or responsible (government, then your illiterate 
people must become literate I Otherwise responsible (iovernment has no 
meaning. 

Sir, I fully appreciate the ap])eal made to me by various members, 
e.g., Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, Uai Bahadur Haridhan Dutt and others, 
Muring me that they are not in favour of wrecking the Bill, and that as 
they want time for consideration it should be referred to a Select 
Committee. I^also admit that they are quite hona fide in their desire 
for reference to a Select Committee. But, Sir, the reason why I cannot 
accept their suggestion requires some explanation and that may elucidate 
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the reason how this has been made a communal question. There is a 
strong group of influential members in this House who are definitely 
opposed to the Bill — and I advisedly do not say primary education. In 
the abstract they are all agreed that primary education is necessary, 
but the Bill which was introduced two years ago and the one now intro- 
duced are being definitely opposed by a section of this House. That 
section has challenged me and threatened me and even made tempting 
offers to me guaranteeing the Ministiy* against all attacks. That group 
made a systematic attack to checkmate me and to stop the passing of thia 
Bill. They have taken step after step to thwart me and when they found 
that there was no way of stopping this Bill they raised the communal 
issue. The only way that they can .stop the passing of the Bill is by 
raising the communal (juestion land thus those gentlemen who on 
principle were not against this Bill and who are not directly interested 
in it, in any way, have now been made to go against it. My friend 
Mr. N. K. Basil has let the cat out of the hag, namely, that the 
zamindais do md object in abstract principle to primary education but 
what they object to is the taxation. That is what they object to. 
It is my friend Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta 

5 p.m. 

Mf« NARENDRA KUMAR BA8Us On a ])oint of personal 
explanation. I never said that zamindars object to the taxation. I 
said that they objected to the ratio of the taxation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I accept the correc- 
tion. I am sorry I misinterjireted him. 

It is my friend Dr. Nareslj Cliandra Sen Gupta who has provided me 
with anotlier reason why I cannot accept a Select (’ominittee. I quite 
admit that the points tliat have been raised by him one by one have been 
issues before the Department of Education for the last four years and 
not one of them is new as Dr. Sen Gupta thinks. The question of ratio, 
the question of realisation by cess, the question of executive powers for 
the central committee and the question of its being made compulsory 
within a fixed period — all these questions have been disc ussed not only 
in the two select committees* not only in this Council, but for the last 
four years by the best brains of Government. (Hear, hear.) Yes, they 
are the experts. (Hear, hear.) The \>esi brains of Bengal in ibe two 
Select Committees also considered and deliberated upon all the issues 
that have been raised by Dr. Sen Gupta; every one of them was gone 
into minutely and accepted. The question of the realisation of taxef 
by cess was accepted by the Council, the question of the ratio Was also 
accepted. The two Select Committees were divided on the tfuestion 
whether there should be executive powers for the Central Committee or 
not. That is the very reason why I am not prepared to accept a Select 
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Comniitte#, because we will be goinp over the whole question ag^in and 
points will be raised on which the Government have come to a definite 
conclusion that they are not prepared to accept any modification on these 
questions. The question of executive power for the Central Committee 
is one which they have definitely decided and I think that this House 
is also committed to that, because on the last oci'asion wlien 1 placed 
this Bill before the House I asked the House not to accept the principle 
of executive power for the Central Committee. I do not want to g'o 
into the reasons why we are against it and although there are many 
good reasons I gave only some of them at the time when Mr. McAlpin's 
Bill was withdrawn. I say these are the questions which have been 
definitely considered and rejected and if we go to the Select Committee 
ag^ain there will be one of two alternatives, namely, that the (|ues(ions 
raised by Dr. Sen Gupta may be carried or rejected. If ('arried, the 
Bill will be shelved; if rejected, we will again be faced with bIM) amend- 
ments and will liave to traverse the whole field over again. The select 
committee as enunciated by Dr. Xilratau Sircar wull, I admit, deal with 
questions of detail but I ask this Hou.se to let us go into these details 
liere instead of in a purdah committee, to let us discuss those details 
before everybody. 

I make another offer to tliose who are now asking for a Select 
Committee. I make this offer specially in view of tlie appeal made by 
Mr. B. C. Chatterjee who wanted to discuss across the table. I offer 
this that if my motion is carried, most probably tlie amendments will 
not be taken np till the ^i^nd and during these eight or nine days I am 
prepared and I sliall be glad to meet the representatives of all important 
groups across the table early in the morning and if they like after the * 
('ouncil or late at night and discuss witli them across the table each 
amendment ode hy one and I cun assure them that I will try my level 
best to be sympatfietic to all tliose amendments that are reasonable and 
acceptable. (Hear, hear.) I admit it may he said that it is not 
possible to deal with 500 amendments in this fashiem. These 500 amend- 
ment are really based on three or four principles and om e those prin- 
ciples are decided across the table these 50t) amendments will dwindle 
into 15 or Zo. Therefore it is a practical and reasonable pro])osal lor 
those who want to discuss it across the table. We will have eight or nine 
days tad w« can discuss these questions as much as we like and we may 
be able ^come to some agreement. It would he a great pity if this Bill 
is carried in the manner in which it may be necessary to carry it, but 
I would like the other parties to help me with their aclvKe as regards 
details and as regards the amendments, but at the same time I must 
sta^ el^rly ^lat there is a reasonable apprehension in my mind that 
if this Bill jii Referred to a Select Committee the Bill will most probably 
be Reived. I am not in a position to state how it will be done but this 
Twy keenneas for time — for at least one month — makes me suspect that 
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there is a plan by which 4hi8 Bill may be shelved. This is a technical 
demand — ^the demand for a Select Conmittee. On the other hand J am 
prepared to give them the same facility as they will j^et in the Select 
•Committee and I appeal to every member of the House in the name of 
Benf^al, in the fair name of the civilization of Bengal on which there 
is a big blot — the blot of illiteracy — to let us try to remove it. I appeal 
to this House not to consider this question as a communal one but to 
realise that this Bill is meant for the poor of all classes; Muhammadans, 
Hindus and the depressed classes are interested in this. It will ^nefit 
-everyone of them and I appeal to this House in the name of alL^ be 
just and fair and to support my motion. * 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: The offer made by the Hon’ble^ 
Minister of Education does not carry the question any further thaft 
where it was before he made that offer. As he knows there has been " 
talk across the table but the result has been nothing. For the Select 
Committee there is a statutory provision but there is no statutory provi- 
sion for such talks and such talks result in notliing when one is of 
definite turn of mind. Having regard to the decision of the Hon’ble 
Minister of Education the Bill, which i.s admittedly of great importance 
and is of a complicated character, should in the first instance be carefully 
examined in Selecl Committee, a gieat many members of this House, 
many of whom were elected in February or Marcli last, afe of opinion 
that they are being deprived of the usual o])portunjty of a detailed 
considerutiou of a (juestion which vitally affects the interests of the 
people. They feel that under the circumsiauces tliey cannot usefully 
contribute to the discussion of this Bill. They will, therefore, withdraw 
from this House during such discussion. In so leaving the floor of this 
House T may assure you that we mean no disrespect to the Cliair. 

(At this stage about 50 elected Hindu members walked pui of th# 
Oouncil Chamber.) 

Mft PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, I very mtich regret 
to find that a very serious situation, almost a crisis, has been created 
by the withdrawal of all the Hindu members from this llou.se. The 
Chair has got to see that the work of the majority is not hampered and 
that the minority gets a fair hearing and is able to bring fprward its 
view points in regard to all mattei*s. 

Suggestions have been thrown out by the ex-Minister, Kun^r Sbib 
Shekhareswar Ray, that a serious attempt should be made toTeffact a 
compromise. Similar suggestions have been made, if I am not mistaken, 
by Mr. Cooper on behalf of the European group, whick rendered 
excellent services, when the Tenancy Bill was on the . anvil. The 
Hon’ble Minister also indicated that he is willing to all the 

members to try to effect a compromise. ^ , 
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In these circumsfances, 1 think it rleasly the duty of the Chair 
to adjourn this meetinj? to enable the Minister, Mr. (Jor)per and others 
to exert their utmost to brinjr about a peaceful (’ompromise. The (jues* 
tion is a very important one and 1 have no manner of doubt, that the 
House vvouhl like tlie matter tj» j)roeeed on lines of least resistance and 
that no community as a whole should be altof»‘ether ijrnored. But that 
is not for me to dilate upon. I cun only pave the way for what I may 
call a peaceful solution. I. therefore, adjourn the House till -I p.m 
to-moirrow. 1 may add that I do not tliereby retard the projirres.s of the 
BilL in the strict sense of the term as we do not take up (lovernment 
business till the 21st. At the same time, it is my ])lain duty to say 
t hut if those who have walked out do not fall into line with the majority 
by cOmpromi.'^e, or the majority fails to effect such a compromise, the 
Chair shall see that the House may proceed with its normal work. 


Atfjournmeiit. 

The Coumil was then adjourm‘d till d p.m., on Friday, the loth 
Aup’ust, at the Town Hall Calcutta, 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Coundi assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 


The Cox'ncil met in tlie Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 15th August, 1930, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Haja Sir M^nmatha Nath Eat 
C iiAUJ)iirtti, KT., of Suntosh) in the Chair, the lour Hon’ble Members 
of the Exec’utive (Jouncil, tlie Ibni’ble Khan Bahadur K. (j. M. h aruqui 
(Minister), the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimiiddin, c.i.E. (Miui>ter) and 
111 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Satkania and Patiya munsifls. 

•68. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial l>t'j>artmont be pleased to state 
wheth(*r it is in the contemplation of (n)vernment to remove the 
Munsifs’ Courts from Satkania and Patiya to the Sadar, Chittagong, 
after the completion of the Chiltagong-Akyab Eailway line? 

(h) Will tlie ITon’ble Member be pleased to state the distances of 
Gohira in |K)lice-station Anwara from the Munsif's (,’ourt at Patiya, 
and Puichari and Sanua from the Munsif’s Court at Satkania? 

( r) Is it a fact that one has to cross river to reach the above 
Munsifs’ Courts? 

{(I) Is it a fact that there is no IHstrict Board road leading to the 
court s ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) No. 

(h) The distance from Gohira to Patiya Court is 21 miles by road 
and 25 miles by river. The distances from Puichari and Sanua to 
Satkania courts are 25 and 30 miles respectively by road. 

(c) Yea. 

(d) There are no District Board roads leading to the court direct 
from Gohira, The {>eople of Sanua. which is just to the west of Pui- 
churi and Chamlml, take the IJistrict Bojird road from Puichari or 
Ohambal and reach Satkania by the District Board road via Ohandpor. 
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AfUMtl nilas in P^lioe Dtpartmtnl. 

m Babv H08ENI ROUT: {a) Will the Eou^h Member im 
chargpe of the Police Deptirtment be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment of India resolution No. GO — 1G82. dated Simla, the lJUh 
November, 1886, and the rules as <lictnte<l by the Ilon’ble Member at 
the (’ouncil meeting* held on the I8th February, 1025. in reply to 
starred question No. IX have l>een systematically followed after 1012 
in the Police Department ? 

(h) If not, will the IToirble MemlnM* be pleased to state the 
irtstances during* the above i^erical in which the rules and orders alH>vo 
referred to have not been strictly observed in that de|)iirtment y 

Is the Hon’ble Member aware that in some ca.s<»s the appeal 
rules have not lieen correctly observed after 1012? 

it!) If the jinswer to (r) is in the atlirmative, will tho Ilon’blo 
Member be pleased to state in how many instan(*es tht‘y have Ihhmi 
vioiat«s] !" 

if) Will th(‘ TToirble Member be pleased to state whether tho 
cas(‘s. in whicli ai>iK‘al rules have been violated, have been finally 
closetl y 

(/) If not. ai<‘ the (fovernment considering tin* (b^sirability of 
m»jH*ning tho^e ca.vsy 

(//) Will the TToirble Member be pleas<‘d to slate whether there ift 
an> ( ase in which tin* aggriev(‘d Government seiwant has Immui trying to 
reojHMi his case (tn the gioiind of such irregularity ? 

(It) AVhat was the general lulc fibserved in 1012 in the case such 
agg*ripved (iov(‘i iiment servants pniying for an interview with the 
higher authniitn*s in the l*olice I)e|xirt merit, the Chief S<*cretar>, and 
the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the depart m<*nt ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the HofPbfe 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentico); iff) tai as G«»\ ei niiient are aware tlie 
lules in force, whi< h lone varied from time to time, have been 
sysfematicaliy frdbjued in the T’olice Department both before ami after 
1012 . 

(5) Does not arise. 

(cl No. 

(fl). (e) and (/) Do not arise. 

(fj) One. 

(h) No rule on this point can be traced. 
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Obtarvi^on ol ruiw by the prispnan and undertrial prieoneni in the 

J«il. 

•70. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM : Will Ihe Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political (Jails) DeimHiiient lie pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that when the Superintendent or other 
superior officers of the Jail Department visit the prisoners 
in the jail the latter are re<iuired to stand up and salute the 
officers saying- “Sarkar Salam” ; 

(u) whether the undertrial or convicted political prisoners aJre 
also rcHiuired to do so, and any violation of it makes the 
offernler punishable; and 

(lii) whether there has been any such case and any punishment 
inflicted ujxin any prisoner in the Mymensingh Jail in June 
and July. 193(D^ ‘ 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mkter): (o The attention of the 
member is invited to Jail Code rule 046 as recently amended, and «o 
rule i?9 of (Jiapter XXXIV of the Jail Code Rule^ as leeently amended. 

(ii) Undertrial prisoners are ordinarily ordered to stand up 
and stand to attention in the usual manner. As regards convicted 
prisoners the mmnber is referred to the answer to (i) above. Violation 
of jail rules and disol>e<lience to orders render prisoners liable to 
punishment. 

(iti) I have no information. 


Manufacture cf salt in Centai and Diamond Harbour. 

•71. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the ITonTde Minister in charge 
of the Agrii-ulture and Industries (Excise) Dej>artment l>e pleased to 
state whether it is a fac t that the employees of the Excise Department 
assaulted innocent iK'ople as well as salt manufac-turers particularly 
in the (\)ntai sulHlivision of Midnu|x>re and at Neela and Rajarampur 
centres of the Diamond TTarlx)!!!* subdivision? 

(h) W^hat insctructions were issucnl in this connection from higher 
authorities ? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, he has taken in the matter? 
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MINISTER in charge of ACRJCULTURE and IND08TI|IE} 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (the Hm’ble Khan BMiadur K. C.' hi. 
FftrOI|Ui): ia) No assaults were luade on innocent people by officers 
of the Excise Dejiartinent either in the localities mentioned or elsewher*^ 

(b) The instructions were that salt illicitly manufuctured should 
be seiied by officers of the de|wrtment. 

(c) l>oes not arise. 

Mta-Pa BANERJI: Will the Iloirble Minister be pleased to state 
what is the "ourcf* ('I information that iiimH‘ent people were not 
assaulted by otficers of (Jovernment 

Th« Hon’hle Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Keport from 
the Excise staff. 

Dr, NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon'hle 
Ministei lu* pleic'cd to slate whether any assaults wf‘re imolf* on any 
{lei s(*n— - not iiiiKu cut [leison^ as mentioned in the answco ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: 'Not that I am 
aware of. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Ib m’ble Minist»*r be 

pleased to state whetliei the onl\ in(|uiry made wax tiom the otficers 
(d the Kxcis<» Depaitmeiit? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K, C. M. FAROQUI: We have no 

inform.'ition other than tliat derived trom local officers. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the lion hie Minister 
be pleased to state wlieltier inijuirv was made from anylHuly else and 
I repeat that (luestiony 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: We have no 
information beyond that. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mill tfie Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state 
if he h aware tliat a tele^Mam was sent by me to the then Minisfer- 
in-char/je for an inquiiv into the matter and a reply to that tele^frarii 
was received by me under the sip'nature of Mr. Ilog'g' threatening^ me 
to substantiate (in I'ase an inquiry wa.s made) the eharj^es made by 
me? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: A telej^rarn wa* 
received and a reply was sent immediately after its receipt. 
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^ Mr* P* aAUCRJl! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if he is aware that at Subarna Dighi Babu Bimal Chandra Bose, an 
Excise Inspector, in the presence of the members oi the Inquiry 
Committee, assaulted several persons with a stick? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Government 
is not aware of that. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he thinks an imiuirv into this allegation 
necessary? 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: If any specific 
instance is l>rouglit to notice, (ioveinment will make an inquiry. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Do we understand that the 
iron’ble Minister will make an inquiry if specific instan(‘es are brought 
to his notice? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Hon’ble Minister has already given that 
assurance. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Appointment of munsifs from depressed classes. 

97. Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL; w/) Will the Ilon'hh* Member 
in chni'ge of the -ludieial Department bi‘ pleased to state how many 
munsifs havt* been aj>pointe<l up till now fiom the depressed classes 
of Bengal? 

(h) Will the Htnrble Meiubei be pleaseil t«» state whether it is in 
(he contemplation of ( Jovernimuit to make any apj>ointment of muusif 
from the depiessed classes in the near future? 

(r) If 80, when? 

ThO Hofl’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE, u;) The information is not 
readily available. 

(/>) and (c) The claims of a candidate based on the ground that 
he Indongs to a dejuessed class, have been, and will be, considered, 
when put forwutrd. 
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MtiliaimiMKim holidays obsarvod in Civil Courts. 

98o BAblf HARIBANSA ROYS (#j) Will the Hon’hle Meuiher in 
charge of the Judicial Department l>e pleasetl to state the nuinl)er of 
Muhammadan holidays observed in the Civil Cmirts in Hengal in the 
years 1919 and 19*29? 

(h) Is it a fact that the numlier of such holidays has been nu'cntlv 
reduced ? 

(rj If the answer to (h) is in the afiinnative, will the Hon’hlo 
Meinlier l>e pleast^l to state the rea.sons therefor? 

(fl) Is the TLurhle Member aware that Muhammadan ottiieis and 
clerks in the courts are given additional holidays for some of these 
festivals ? 

(r) Is the Tloirble MenilxM’ aware that this arrangt*nient cause.'i 
hardslnj) f<> tin* litig.int public whci may have on these holidnvs cases 
in thf* ( cunts to which these oflic eis and clerks are attac hed? 

(f) Ari‘ the ( rovcM nincMit c'onsidering the d(‘sirability of extending 
the benefit of thc'sc* holiday. s to the* litigant public as wcdl ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) In 1919 the numW 

of Muhammadan holidays cdiscrvcul as gcmeral (*ivil t*ourt Indidays 
was 12. In 1929 the numbcM- of Muhammadan holidays id>sc*rvcMi ns 
gcMicual ( ivil ( oui’t hcdida\s was f» and six additional Indidays w<*ro 
allowed tet Muhammadan cdficials only, during the yc*ar, 

(//) ^ <*s : the numlK'i of gcioMal lndida\s was rcMlm cMl, 

fr) In acc'cptance of the views c»f the Bengal Ketrenc'hm'ent 
Com mi t tee. 

(d) Yes. 

<e) No. 

if) No. 

Msuivi ABUL KA8EM: Mill the llondile Member be jdeased to 
state whether the additional holidays for Muhammadan officers are 
tc be considered Indidays for the Muhammadan litigant public? 


Thi HofYbIS Mr. W. D« R, PRENTICE* That is their choice. 
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MtUiammadafi mkiiftoriai ofRcers in Civil Courts, 2M-Parganas. 

99. Mauivi MUHAMMAD 8AADATULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the |>resent numl>er of Mussulman and 
Hindu ministerial officers (separately) in the Civil Courts of the 
district of the 24-Parganas? 

(h) Is it a fact that the j)ercentage of Mussalman apjwintments 
in the Civil Cinirts of the said district is less than what the Govern- 
ment circular dire<'ts? 

(c) If so, will the Ilon’ble Member be j>lease<l to state the reasons 
therefor? 


The Hon’ble Mr, W. D, R. PRENTICE: (a) A statement is place<l 
on the table. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Under section d(l of the (’ivil ('ourts A<t, the aj>poiiitiiig 
authority is the District Judge. The lawal (lovernment can oidy make 
suggestions as to the principles to be followtHl. The niimlHU* of 
Muhammadan offic'ers in the district has Ihmmi increased from 12 to 43 
in the last ten years, and the District Judge has jn-omised to ywiy 
special attention to this matter when any vacancy is to be filled ux^. 


State Jiicnt referral to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 

.Vo. 99. 


Total sthkngth of the Ministkhi\l offic ers in the Civil Courts, 
24-P.u{g\nas, on 1st August, 1930. 


Non- 

Muhamrnadan. MuhAiumadan. 
182 36 

17 7 


242 


Permanent 

Temx>orary 


Total 


199 


43 
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Solicttors’ exaiiNiMitiofi. 

100. Babit PROFULLA KUMAR GUHA: Will the Ilon ble 
Member in charge of the Jiulieial Department lie pleasetl to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of rtM'om- <« 
mending to the Hon’ble the C’hief Justice for — 

(?) conducting the Soli(‘itors* examinations, in the maimer 
adopted by the Incoi*}x>rated Daw S(u*iety of England; 

(ii) j>i*escribing a syllabus for these examinations; 

(iii) apjx>inting advocates and other ([ualifitNl gentlemen who may 

not necessarily l>e members (»f the English liar or atbirneyji. 
of the (’alcutta ITigh (\)urt to be pa|>ei‘ examiners, in these 
examinations ; 

(fr) lowering the fees of these examinations; 

t r) fixing a reasonable maximum juemium pa\abb‘ by aiticled 
clerks ; 

(r/) not granting- j)t*rniission to the attorneys of the (\ilcutta High 
('oiirt to tak(‘ aitidtsl (lerks, till there is a sullicirnt 
diH re.ise in tin* number of clerks alnnidy articliMl ; 

(rn) ]ues(ribing compartment (‘xaminations as have lH‘i‘n done in 
the (M.H.) ^fedical t‘xaminations of the (’alcufta 
rniversit \ Y 

The Hoft’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (/). ni), i/n), t/r), fr). 
(vi) and (m) No. 


Insanitary borrow-pits within the North Dum-Dum Municipality. 

101. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR GUHA: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in iharge of tlie f/M-al Self-Government Department aware 
of the existence of a number of insanitary borrow-pits, breeding jjlacen 
of anopheles, o{ the Eastern Bengal Hailwuy within the jurisdiction of 
the North Dum-Dum Municipality? 

(b) Is the llon’ble Minister aware that in the annual re|H>rt (»f tho 
Ross Institute and Hospital for Tropical Diseases (London) the presence 
of these liorrow-pits in the neighbourhood has been described as danger- 
ous to the public health? 

(c) Is it a fact that the attention of the Director of Public Health, 
Bengal, was drawn to this state of affairs? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the aftinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister 1m* pleaswl tr> state what action.s, if any, have Ix'en taken in 
the matter? > 
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SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (Mr. C. W. Gurtier): (a) Government are aware of 
such ("oraplaints about the “Dredger Siding-s” of the Eastern Bengal 
Hallway in this area. 

(h) Government have no information. 

(c) Yes. 

(cl) The Director of Public Health has been in correspondence with 
the Eastern Bengal Railway and suggested ceHain remedies. 


NON-OFFICiAL MEMBERS’ BUSINESS. 

NorH)fflcial Members’ Bills. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1930. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs I lieg to move for leave 
to introduce a Hill to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923. 

There being no objection to the Hill being introduced, the Secretary 
read the short title of the Hill. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA. Sir, having regard to 
the fact that (Toverninent has, after I submitted the Hill, appointed 
a committee to investigate into the matter and to report on the steps 
necessary for giving relief to the Garden Reaidi area, T do not propose 
to proceed furtlier with this Hill at this ^tagc. 

The (’ouncil agreed to postpone the further consideration of the 

Bill. 

Ral Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: 1 beg to move for leave 
to introduce !i Hill further to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, 
foi ensuiing the juirity of mustard oil. 

1 h(*re being no objecti<m to the Hill being introduced, the Secretary 
read the short title of the Hill. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1930. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAi MAHASAIS 1 beg to move for leave to 
introdu(‘e a Hill further to ameml the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884. 

'Phe motion was put and agreed to. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI. I l>eg to move that the 
Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1930, be taken into consideration. 
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Itt Bloving this motion, I do not tliink I should make a long speech. 
The object with which this short amending Bill has been introduced 
has been stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. The object 
is to remove an anomaly with regard to the interpretation of sub-section 
(iij) of section 15 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884. In the Qualitii u- 
tion of Voters we find that “Every male person shall be eligible to 
vote who has attained the age of :?! years, has been resident within 
the limits of the municipality for a period of not less than months, 
immediately preceding the ele(‘tion and who being a graduate or 
licentiate of any University or having passed the First Arts Examination 
or the Intermediate Examination in Arts or Science ot the (^vlcutla 
University, or the corresponding standard of any other University, 
or holding a licence, granted by any (Tovernment vernacular medical 
school, or a Metiibership Certificate or licence granted by a State 
Medical Faculty, to practise medicine, or holding a certiiicate 
authorising him to practise as a jdeader or as a mukhtear or as a 
revenue agimt, occupies a holding, or pait of a holding in lesjiect of 
which there has been paid, during the yeai afor«‘said, in resjiect of 
any rates specified in section 15 o| the Act, an aggregate amount of 
not less than Rs. 1-8. 

Sii. the ruling of the lloiChle M?. Justice Hilda in the case of 
Uharu ('liandiu Mazuin<hir rs. ('haiinian, Faridpur Mimiiipality, takes 
away the tiainhiM* giantcd to pe(»plc just mentioned having certain 
parti( ular iMlucat tonal qiialitications umler the Bengal Municipal Act, 
1881, My int‘'ntion is ncithei to extend nor to curtail the rights and 
pri\ilegcs enio\ cd under the provisions oi the Act and the rules made 
thercumlei. I u aiit t<t restore it intact which had been cut tailed by 
the judiciary by giving \ difterent ineaiiing to the pruticnlar suh-sei't ion 
in quevtidii, quite conlraiv to the intentions of the Lcgislat urc. The 
ruling ot tlic Iloirhb* Mi. .Iiistire Hilda ha^ seriously aiTe<led alik# 
the nuht** and ()n\ ilcgc-^ of Hindus, M uhaiiiiiunlaiis. Kuiopeans. Aiigb»- 
Indian^ and the iloiiiii i1(m1 loimuunitv living within municipal limits. 

As (’hsiirniMii of the Batishcria Mutiicipalit v 1 am confronted with 
this serimis prohlcm. 1‘eojde pc>''Sessing the erlm ational qualifications 
just mentioned are afit to pre>-. me tf» inclmle fheii names in the 
Voters’ Rejiister and make nic responsibb* for non-imlusion of their 
names. They do not care to hear (jf the interpretatifin given b> the 
word ‘ ‘o(''Cupation” by a Judge of the High Fourt. My attention to 
this anomaly has also lieen drawn by the executives <»f some other 
Bengal municipalities who requested me tr» move the matter in this 
Council. 

I have already pointed out in my Statement of Objects and Reasons 
that “occupation” in section 15 t/Vi) raniiot but mean physical 
occupation. . Ihe interpretation oi the sub-section in <|ueHtion was 
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anoinalouM and absurd inasmucli as if a person having the necessary 
educational qualifications had a holding in, his name for which he had 
paid Its. 1-H as tax would be a voter b\ virtue of the payment of the rate 
alone and if he could not be a voter without such pa>mieiit, then the fact 
of having those educational qualifications contemplated by section 15 
(in) would be perfectly useless to a person without such a holding 
and the entire law with regard to the special piivilege of education 
referred thereto would be reduced to a nullity. The wording of the 
rule “occupies a holding in respect of which there has been paid“ 
is significant. If the Legislature intended that the rate should be 
paid by the graduate himself, the wording would have been “in 
respect of which he had paid.” In some municipalities the executives 
used their own discretion ignoring the ruling of the Hon’ble Mr. 
Justice Iluda. Others strictly followed it and some others followed 
both the Act and the luling according to their sweet will. There was 
an apprehension in some (lllarter^ tliat if the mib-section in ([iiestion be 
modified tliere was eveiy liKelihood of the influx of students from the 
messes to influence the elections which weie not according to them 
desirahle in tlie lx‘st interests of municipal administration. Sir, in 
order to obviate tlmt difficulty I ha\e jmijmsely avoided using the 
term “resides in” <u’ any othei term which might have a wider 
meaning. I Imve ther(‘f<»re substituted the words “lives in” — a 
lestricted term, c<mveying a limited meaning- in place of the word 
“occupies.” This, 1 hf>pe, would remove the misapprehensions." 

The purpose of this Bill is to maintain an uniform standard of 
procedure in all the municipalities ot Ihuigal by giving a correct 
meaning to the particular sub-section In (piestion. J hope and trust 
that this amendment will have the approval ot the (’ouncil. 

The following- motioii was called hut not moved: — 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM to mo\e, by way of amendment, that the 
Bill be r(‘i(*i-re<f to a SchM-t ('ommittee coii'^isting of — 

(1) The llon’lde ^[inister in charge ot the lax al Self-Government 

Bepurtment , 

(2) Mr. (\ W. Gurner, 

(•L Mr. 11. S. Suhrawaidy. 

, <4) Mr. A. K. Fa?.l-ul Huq, 

(5) Khan Bulnolur Mauivi Azizul Haque, 

((}) Mauivi Abdul Karim. 

(7) Mauivi Ahul Ka.-^em, 

(8) Munindra Deh Hai Mahasai, and 

(91 Mauivi Abdul Hakim, 
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with instruction to subniif their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be ne(‘essarv to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Mr. C. W. GURNER: Sir, I may preluce my remarks by jointing 
out that (joverumeiit are, on principle, (piite lavoiirably disposed to 
this Bill; but, at the same time, we have been rather taken by surprise 
by Maulvi Abdul Hakim’s failure to move the motion for reference 
to a Select rommittee which was standing in hi*< name. (lovernment 
would have welcomed an examination of the Bill by a Select Committee 
in order to obviate any possible dangers or -ihortcomings which might 
be found on close scrutiny. T think my best course, now that the 
motion has failed, would be to explain to the House from the (Jovern- 
ment point of view the character and results of the Bill and leave it 
to the general sense of the House as to whether these objections, such 
ns they are, are sufficiently strong to justify refusing consideration 
to it, and should the House not accept that opinion, we would hate 
to acHjuiesce in tlie Bill. 

1’he jiractical effect nf this Bill will In* as f«>lh)Ws; At piesent 
students of thiee classes over the age of are debarred, rightly or 
wrongly, fiom the municipal franchise outside Calcutta. These are 
students living in hostels, students living in messes and students living 
with parents. A student who has taken the I.a\. or l.Sc. degree and 
(|ualifies as an occupi**r in the restricted sense of the teiin i>ut on 
it hy the judiciary fnrto is ((ualified to be entered in the electoral 
loll — but not so when be is dwelling in a h<>stel or mess or living with 
his parents. It will be appreciated by the House that the effect of 
this measure will mean a rathei sudden enfranchisement of fhe whole 
student community wlio have taken the I. A. or I. Sc. degree. I say 
that, in principfe. it is a measure in which (lovernment would acquiesca, 
but they are ot opinion that the measure ie(juires some scrutiny to 
avoid, lor iimtance, the dangei' at a time of disputed elections of a 
bodv of students being brought on the electoral roll by illegitimate 
methods. 

Another general effect of this Bill will be this; and I bojie that 
in pointinir it (»ut, I shall not ]>e suspected of a wish to raise ony 
communal (luestioii. But the fact must In* faced that the outright 
<‘nfranchisement of the whole of the student community wlio posHes.s 
the T.A. or T.Sc. degree will in fact have an adverse effe<t in some 
degree — T cannot estimate the degree but in some degree at any rate 
the representation of the Muhammadan community in the rural 
municipnlities where naturally the number of Mubammadan sfudents 
is very considerable lower than that of Hindu students. It will 
undoubtedly in some places have the effect of throwing the representa- 
tion of the t>vo communities more out of gear than it is at present; 
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and it is really for the” leaders of the Muhammadans present here to 
consider this and inform the House whether in their opinion it is 
a 8uffi<'iently serious aspect of the question to justify opposition to 
the Bill or they would be content to acquiesce in the Bill on account 
of its general principles. 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, I tail to see the cogency of 
the grounds that have been urged on behalf of Government, and of the 
desire that Government has expressed that thi> Bill should not be 
refened to' Select Committee. One of the fears that has been expressed 
is that if this Bill is enacted a large number of studeiits is likely to be 
enfranchised and will come r»n the list of voteis. But Mr. Gurner 
knows very well that there are outside Calcutta so few colleges and the 
number of Ktiulcnts p<»sses8ing the necessary (}ualifications in those 
colleges are so small that their number is practically negligible. For 
in-itance, in (’liittagong or in Burdwan the list of voters ma> sfiow five 
(»r six thousand voters but the number of students who are likely to 
(H)me on the electoial roll will be about oO or (>(). and their inclusion on 
th(‘ roll will haidly affect elections in any way. 'riieref«)re, 1 do not 
think that there is any substance in the contiuition that has been put 
forward. The plain (piestion is thi>: Section lo of the Bengal 
Municipal Act lays down the qualifications for ])ersons entitled to he 
placed oil the electoral ridl. This section lays down a piojicity (juali- 
fication and also educational, professional and occii]»ation (|ualificatH»ns. 
The property (lualification laid dowui is that a peison to he a viUer must 
pay rates of an aggregate amount of not less than Rs. d. Another sub- 
section lays down that t'ertain persons, who aie gi aduati‘s oi- lii eutiates 
of a university or who carry on some prole-'^ion like medical men, will 
l>e. entitled to vote if they occupy a holding jiuying an annual uggiegate 
sum of not less than Rs. .‘f. If a man who is a licentiate c an only come 
on the electoral mil if he himseli also pays an annual sum ol Rs. If 
in rates, then* does not appear that theie is any paitiimlar object in 
having anuther clause in the Act hy which lertain persons, who have 
* special qualifications, educational and professional can only come on 
the electoral ndl if they pay the same amount of tax which already 
brings them within that property qualification which hy itself without 
any other quaIifii*ation enables them to come direct on the electoral roll. 
It was evicUutly intended that these ]>ersons with educational and other 
qualificntious who live in a place which is assessed for the minimum 
nnnunl tax should he i lassed as voters. So fur as the Bill, that has been 
intrcMliiced, is concerned there is only one clause. I think if the 
SeiTetarv bad read the clause, be would have seen in half a minute 
what the real difficulty is. I fail to see why Government should think 
that a Bill containing only one clause should go to Select Committee 
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when they have opposed a Select Committee on % mnoh more complicated 
Bill. Ji do not think that we should waste time by sending the Bill 
to a Select Committee. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I agu-e with the lust 
speaker that this Bill really is one of interpretation. 'Fhe ronnnonsense 
interpretation appears to W what the hon'ble mover of the Bill intends 
to give to the word** in (iuestion. As. however, a difVeieiit ineutiing 
has been put to the words by the judiciary which has the efiect of 
unjustly discnf lanchising a number of people the Bill has been i-emleied 
ne<*essarv. The Secietary in the Department <d Local Seli-(4t»vernment, 
who replied foi (lovernment, said that the result of tin* pasdng of thi'' 
Bill would be tf> eiitranchise a large number of students— at least a 
cettain number of them. But he lias not <*onsidered the other side qf 
the (juestion that the lueseiit interpretation has disfranchised a number 
of adults. In the Krishnagar municipality, where 1 liave a holding 
which stands in the name ol my bn»ther I have no franchise. I hfld,* 
however, a franchise when I passed the First Arts Examination alxiut 
4t) \'<*ai‘' ago. hilt now under the new intert»retat ion 1 have been dis- 
franchised. I'hat i'. the sort of anomaly to remove whiih this Bill 
has ht-en jiropo^ed. As for the dariirei of a lommunal coptroveisy 
arising out of the Bill ie;^*ardi?ig the low numher ot Muhammadan 
students. uTifortunatelx the Muliammadans are in a minority even in 
the (Tcneral <‘lecio?al roll, and the addition ol ob oi (lb Hindu students 
as against A or 4 M uliaiunuolan students will not aft<*ct the (jiicstioji 
at all. 


d~{b p 111. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA : I Wfuild only say one 
wold in iepl\ to what has been said by Mi. (iurner. I think that the 
Bill will be advantageous t-o the Muhumiiiudaiis for it is my experience, 
coming a.s I do from a Muhammadan centre, that the pro|M»rtion of ^ 
Muhaminafian students to Hindu students within the last 8 to 10 yearn 
has increased enormously. The Muhammudans have of late beeij^ 
making rapid strides in the matter of education, so that I expect that 
this measure will result in a large niiniWr of Muhammadan students 
Wing enfranchised and thereby ireute u balance in favour of the 
Muhaniimidans, at any rate in the eantern districts. 

Khan BahMhir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEs I am desired to state on 
Whaif ol the party to which I have the honour to belong to ask the 
inove? tf‘ withdraw his motion and to agree to the Bill being refern*d 
to a Select (\>nimit(ee. Most of the members of niv jmrty have bad no 
time, in vif*w of their preoccupation in connection with the Primary 
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EducatioQ Bill, to consider the provision# of the Bill and notices of 
omeudmenU could not be given in time. As a matter of fact |re have 
not got any data to judge one way or the other the principles of the 
Bill. The comniunal side of the thing will also have to be taken into 
(onsiderution as in a recent election a Muhammadan candidate was 
deieated by only 17 votes. We are opjKKing the motion on principle. 
It is extremely desirable that education should be considered in giving 
fruiicinHe to the ]>eople and we have full sympathy with the ideal that 
the nK)ver lias in view. But as 1 have said, we have not been able to 
look into the mutter thoroughly, and in that view of the case we are not 
in a position to support the motion. 

Mr. C. W. GURNER: In view of the remarks which have just been 
made* it seeniH clear that there is no unanimous demand for j)ushiug 
this Bill through without leference to a Select Committee. I would 
therefr»re re(jueHt that the mover should withdraw his motion for taking 
the Bill int<j corisi<leratioii and should accept an aniendinent for refer- 
ling the Bill to a Select (^unmittee. If the movei is unable to accept 
^hat nuggestion, whi<'h would have our entire support, then in view of 
the lack of unanimity and in vieM* 4»f the undesirability (»f rushing this 
Bill through without reference to a Select (’ommittee, (Tovernment 
would have no alternative hut to oppose the motion, although the^\ are 
in geneial sviiipathy with the principles of the Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, I accej)t the suggestion 
to refer the Bill to a Sele<*t ('(»mmittee. 

Mr. president: We have no such motion l>efore \is. You are 
the move? of the Bill and you can withdraw it at any stage you like. 

Khsn Blhldur MbuIvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, with your permission 
the mover may he allowed to move a short-notice amendment to refer 
the Bill to a Sele<'t ('ommittee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hni Mnhasai has already placed his motion 
V»efore the House. 1 ('iiniiot permit him to move an amendment to hi# 
own motion. If any other memWr moves such an amendment, I may 
consider it. 

Khui Bahadur M.ul.i AZIXUL HAQUE: Mav I have your per- 
mission to move an amendment that the Bill l>e referred to a Select 
C^unmitteeV 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M hat about the names of the members of the 
Select Committee 
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KM BMnAir Mwivi liZIZUL HAQUBt Sir, I wiH give the 
names -jj^seatly. 

MiMti ABUL KA8EM: Sir. I want to know if there is any motion 
before House for referring this Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There was a motion to that effei't on paper but 
it has not l>eeu moved. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. I beg to move that 
the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 19dU, l>e leferred to Select 
Coiumitte" consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’hle Minister in <‘harge of the liocal Self-Government 
Department ; 

2) Mr. C. W. Gurner; 

(•i) Mr. If. S. Suhrawurdy; 

(4) Khan Bahadur Mauivi AliiiiueBamun Chaudhuri ; 

(o) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Axizul Haque; 

(6) Mauivi Abdul Karim; 

<7) Mauivi Abul Kasem ; 

<S) Mufiindru Deb Kai ^fahasui; 

(9) Mauivi Abdul Hakim; 

(It)) Bui Keshab Chandra Buniirji Bahodur; 

\U» Bahu fatindra Nath Basu; 

< 12) Bai Sali**!! t'liaiidra Mukharji Bahadur; 

tl'li Bill'll Satya Kinkar Sahuna; 

(14) Mr. Bi jny Prasad Singh Hoy; and 

tlo) M»’. Syamaprosod M<M>kerjee, 

with iiiHtrurtions to submit their report as soon as |K)H«ible and tbo 
numWr of members to form a quorum shall be five. 

The nioticm of Khan Bahadur Mauivi Axiaul Haque was then put 
And ag'reed to. 

Tht Calcutti MufiieiiHit (Amiiidmaiit) Bill, 1830. 

Mmilvi ABUL KABEMs 1 beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill 
to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923. 

■Mni dATINDRA NATH BA8Us I oppoae the introduction of the 

MOL 
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Mr. PIMEilDENT: Maulvi Abul BAserii if you are anxious to make 
any stateiiient a» io why you desire fe introduce this Bill, you may do 
so at this stage, but your remarks should be brief. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, my object in asking for leave to 
introduce lliiH Bill is that under the provisions of the Act of 1923 
Muhammadan citizens and the ratepayers of Calcutta have enjoyed the 
privilege of sending their representatives to the Corporation through 
their own electorates for the last three general elections and according 
to the pr<»visions of that Act, after the first three general elections, the 
Muhammadans will have to (y»me through the general electorates. Now 
I w’ant an .nnendment of that Act in order that the right of being 
represented by separate electorates, or to put it in the prof)er form, 
the right of the Muhammadan citizens and ratepayers of Calcutta to 
send their own representatives, should be (‘ontinued till such time as 
they themselves <lesire that they should come through the general 
ele< lorales. Sir, after I gave noti<*e of this Bill a writer in a newspaper 
has remarked that I am undoing all the good work (h»ne by the author 
of this Act, the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, whose leadership I 
have bdlowed throughout niy life. Well, Sir, I myself would have 
considered it a sacrilege on my part if 1 hud gone in any way against 
the policy ot my late leader. 

It can never be said when Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea framed this 
Act his intention was that the civic affairs of Calcutta should be 
controlle<l and managed by the representatives of any parfiimlar 
communitv, be they Hindus, Muhammadans, Kuropeans or Anglo- 
Indians. What he wanted was that ('ah utta (\)rj>orati(m should he 
given a lornplete swaraj, and he sut'ceeded in doing so. It would lie an 
insult to his memory to say (hat he intended that any particular 
(‘ommunity, Hindus or Muhaminadans, should have a prepondering 
voice or a predominating influence in the Calcutta C'orporation. 

Btbu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir. I t»p}M)se the motion because 
it is preiiiuiure. We are not going to have an election of Councillors 
of the (hdcuttn Corporation until March. 19-13. There is, therefore, 
no urgency jii view of the impending changes that a Bill should be 
inti-oduced at this stage, and those impending changes will, I hope, 
result in a satisfactory solution of the differences between the Hindus 
and Muhammadans us regards the method of representation. In view 
of that and after the new diH})ensation comes in. I think, both in 
connection with c'entral and provincial legislatures as well as local 
Imdies, (lieie will l>e a different system of orientation and people will 
look at ele*‘tions from a different point of view. It is, therefore, 
wholly premature and unnecessary that in August, 1930, we ahqnld 
try to enact a thing which cannot in the ordinary course of things he 
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of any tt«« to any one March, 1933, and in th|» mean tima^ 
nionienloua changes are expeeted. Besides, if any one ^s taken care 
to read the Bill, one cannot hut lie surprised. I think it is u document 
which should never have bean brought before the legislature in the form 
of a Bill, ‘the Bill only infers to certain definite sections and w'bedules. 
Even ill a Seleit C'oiniiiittee you cannot go beyontl that scope. It is a 
Bill which I dt> not think is a businesslike prtuluction and cun really 
be discussed by this House. 

The motion of Maiilvi Abul Kaseiii that leave be given to introduce 
a Bill to amend the ('jilcutta Municipal Act, 19L^‘1, was then jmt and 
lost. 


Resolutions on mittors of gonorti pubiio intoraot 
BMIot syttom in looal bodies. 

Mouivi 8YED dALALUODIN HA8HEMY: I lag to imive that ihii 
Council rccommeiuh t(» the (ioveinment that the system of voting by 
iiallot lie introdm ed in the local bodies (l(»cul laiards and union hoards) 
in Bengal. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I would only say this that 
I hope that thin (’ouncil would give its lull support to this resolution, 
whi<*h i«* lueiely directed towards making the elective principle in 
l(Hul bodie^ reall\ etfe<'tive. It is wtdl known that voting by ballot, 
i.e., secret voting, is the onl\ method by which the real intention of 
the votei <‘annot la* known. An open voting is likely to be very much 
influenced by other circumstumes which give the result of (he voting 
a chaructei which it ought not to bear. It is such an elementary 
principle that it is not necessary to state anything. The local iKmrds 
ami union boards elections are not done on (his principle. I submit 
that this proposal is very g(«»d for the extension of that well rt*<(»gni»ed 
principle at thest* elec t i<nis. 

Rsi Bfthtldur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdI: Sir, the pniposul 
of introducing voting by ballot in local liourds and union lioards is 
not a new* rme. The (juestion has Wen before (fovernmeiit for a long 
Ume, It was discussed at a Oimmissioners* Conference in Darjeeling 
and the proposal has now narrowed down considerably. T am at one 
with the hon’ble mover of the resolution so far as the principle of 
ballot voting is concerned, but the reasons which stood in the w’ay of 
an effw^t being given to the proposal earlier hold good even now. The 
system of secrel voting, besides Vieing expensive for the local bodies, is 
unpractical for obvious reasons. There is then the difficulty of illiteracy 
of tbe voters which cannot be snrmonnted so long as the existing state 
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9i thia^ Cfontinue. In a country whore 98 per cent, of the population 
it illiterate, it it idle to think that ^e system will be attended with 
any measure of tuccess. The Local Self-Cfbremment Department in 
their Circular Nos. 8787-1791 L.S.-O., dated the 4th December, 1929," 
addressed to all Commissioners of Divisions, have made definite 
suggestions on the subject. The proposal is to conduct the ballot by 
having a sepuiate votinj^ ]>ox for each candidate, in which the voting 
papers would he ])laced uinnurked, and not by having one ballot box 
and requiring the voter to mark the voting paper against the name 
ef the candidate whom he wishes to supfxjrt. The ballot boxes for the 
several candidates would he distinguished primarily hy the use of 
separate colours f«)r each box, and also peihaps by the use of lines or 
symbols, and even photogiaph.s of the candidates. 

'I’he main ditti(‘ulty for an illiterate voter is to distinguish the 
laixen. The couise suggested by (iovernment is to use different primary 
colours or comlduatioiis of primarj* colours and also vertical lines to 
represent numbers and distinctive symbols of a non-committal 
character, such as a bi<‘vcle, a lH)at, a cart or other familiar objecds. It 
is also proposed to alh»w candidates to supply photographs of themselves 
to be attached to their own vf)ting boxes. 

I iht not know if (lo\ eminent have consiilered the question in all its 
bearings and the ditficulties that these suggestions involve. The 
various pniposals made do not seem to obviate the practical difficulties 
in giving effect to them. In the first place, neither of these suggestions 
solves the prfddem of the illiteracy and utter ignorance of voters 
Ditficulties will certainly arise in the «as«» of plunil member 
ronstituem ics. It would be* difficult in such constituencies along with 
eomplete free<lom of the voter fn»m obsenotion to prevent him fn>m 
“plumping” by putting more than one voting paper in the same box. 
The method of balloting desenbed may be practicable in certain 
local boards with single member (onstitueiicies rather than plural 
member ('onstitucncies, but imt in the case of union Ixianls where the 
general rule is to have plural member constituencies, even when unions 
have l>ecn divide«l into wards. 

The Hon’ble Minister in «-hurge of the Tirw'al SelMfovenmient 
Department has invited a confereme of the chairmen of district boards 
for the 22nd and 28rd of August next to consider propoftals for rhe 
amendment of the Deiigai Lwal Self-dovernment Act. The question 
of intnxluction in local lK>ards of the method of voting by ballot will 
hardly serve any ust»ful purpose at this stage in view of the proposed 
abolition of local Ixuirtls. The experiment in union boards is not 
likely to be practicable for the reasons already stated, 

T am afraid none of these methods can be carried into effect owing, 
M I have already stated, to the absolute ignorance of the unlettered 
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Tot4Ki ike majorily of whom may not personally ba able to idantiilf 
the oaadidate whom they are votiiig for. 1 can t^y from my eaperiaaoi 
of tha comlition prevailing in East Bengal, that the majority of tha 
educated people are absentees living in distant tttwns and pursuing 
their own avorutions. It sometimes so happens, and I have personal 
knowledge of such instances in my own district, that after I'etiiemtfnt 
from service many respectable gentlemen settle down in their villages. 
Owing to long aWnce from their native villages, many persons are 
like strangers to the village |>eople and if such persons, who ate in 
ever>' respe<'t desiiable canditlates, stand for election to the union 
boards, there is every chance of their not being recognised by the voters 
by merely having a locjk at the ballot boxes, although they may he well 
known to them by name. The difliculties of the tnethod suggested in 
such cases i^ill be immense and the result will be cccufu.^ion and nii%take 
in putting the ballot paper in the right l>ox. 

In the circunistunces, it is difficult to find a method which it w'ilJ 
lie easy to put into operation and which will command universal 
approval, (’onsidering the coiuplicaitioiis that are likely to ari'*e in 
c'onsecjueiice of the introduc'tioii ot the s\>.tcm ol \oting f»y ballot, 
specially in union board*', I am not in favoui cd tbi.s lesolution. We 
should wait ami watch devtdopnients and take up the ciuestion when 
the pioper time comes. 

Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, I line to opfiose the 
resolutKUi which ha** been moved b\ Maulvi Syed dalaluddin llasbemy, 
I am in full a<’cord with what has been said b\ Hai Ifabadur K. (?. 
Bnnarji. The intrcaluction of the system cd voting by Imllot in union 
boanl** will, instead of being of any advantage to the illiterate voters, 
give rise to com|dications. The consideration which weighs with me 
in o]HM»sing the ies<dution is the runilirousiiess of the pmceilurB 
pniposed to lie adopted for the recording of votes which it will be very 
difficult to explain fully to the illiterate voter. Secondly, there are 
po.ssibilities ol excessive expenditure fieing incurred in conducting the 
elections. There is every chance of the system suggested feeing 
unsuccessful owing, os I have said, to the “illiterac'V the voter. 
It will l»e voting by ballot only in name, and will rmt serve the purpose 
for which it is intended nor will the chances of corruption fie altogether 
non-existent. 

I, therefore, strongly oppose the resolution. 

4 p.m. 

BMm AATYINDRA NATN ROYt Sir, after the last si^aker, T 
widi to say a few words regarding this resolution. On principle I 
•in in fitrour of rotiiig hy ballot, but T think the eonditions 
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in this country^ are unsuitable for thrf' ballot system 

being introduced in local bodies. It Is quite right in. England 
where 98 per cent, of the population are literate and where the people 
can vote properly under the ballot system, but in this country not 
more than 10 per cent, are literate, and in rural areas, particularly, 
they never mark the ballot papers. Sometimes complaints have been 
made against (government officers who preside at polling stations. 
Suggestions have also In^en made that ballot papers should be printed 
in different colours. Under the circumstances I dr> not think, that my 
hon’ble friend should press his resolution. 

Mr. C, W. CURNER: Mr. Ibesident, Sir, I feel sure that in one 
thing the House will agree with me as a whole, viz., that it is a piece 
of bad luck unexuiiipled in the history of parlianientarvism in Bengal 
that all the motions affecting the JiOcal Selt-(iovei niiient Department 
should come up imniediutely after the resignation of the Ilon’ble 
Minister-in-cliarge of that Department, thus leaving the Secretary to 
explain the principle which has been adopted by Government. 

Now, when we approadi the <iuestion of liallot for hual bodies, 
that is, local boards and union boards, we slnnibl do well to go back to 
one of the most significant pages in the Simon (’ommission’s Kepoit. 
That is the J)age in which a compaiison is made ot the j>ercentage of 
the literate population and the percentage ot the j»opulation enjoying 
the fraiK'hise, referring of (*ourse to the Legislative (’ouncils. The 
Simon ('ommission have pointed out a thing which is obvious, though 
not so clearly pointed (»u( before, viz., that though both the pen‘entage9 
are reiiiarkahly low nevertheless they do not coincide, and the inference 
is, ns every one knows, that a very large proportion of the elec'tors of 
the Legislative (’ouncil are illiterate. Now, nuturully, ^hen you think 
of the franchise in the extended terms of the minor hn-al bodies, such 
as union hoards and local lK>ards, this proportion l)ecomes enormously 
inereased. The proportion of illiterate voters, as pennted out hy the 
last speaker, for union boards and local Ixiards is veiv innch greater 
than the pi-oporti^m of illiterate voters for the Legislature. The resuB 
is that when you talk of applying the principle of voting hy bnUot 
to the elections for these bx'nl Inxlies, you mu<t devise a new form of 
ballot paper. The form of ballot paper in whi»’h the voter makes a 
cross against the written name of a <*andidate will not do for the voters of 
whom the greater part n^mains illiterate. This being taken into 
consideration, and after consultation with the rnmmi«sioiiers of 
Divisions and with bx’nl authorities. Government wen* forced to 
the conclusion that if voting bv the ballot is to lie infroiluced fni uiiion 
boards and local iMmrds. it must Ih» under the svstem referred to, 
under which you have a different l>allot box for each candidate. There 
is nothing strange in that in this country as a whole. To go back 
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again to the Simd^ Commission’s Report for a momen]t» if tueiubeia of 
the House would look up page ^^15 of VolumV I they will find a most ^ 
instructive and at the same time a rather amusing 8j)ecimeii of a ballot 
paper in certain provinces, in which there are signs of an elephant 
or a cart or a cycle against the name of each candidate fur enabling 
the illiterate voter to know for whom he is v(»ting. Now, the princ iple 
to be adopted, I think, if we accept voting by ballot for local iMulies 
in Bengal, should W a modification of that Msteni. We shall I'etjuire 
separate ballot lK>xes — the elephant ballot hox, the bulbuk-cart balb»t 
box, the cycle ballot box and so on, with easily lecogniscd symlnds of 
a non-significant character, and pi-obably in the i-oom outside liiere 
should be a duplicate set of such Incxes for the purpose of instructing the 
voter. The illiterate voter will be asked to go inside the r«‘oin and 
drop his voting paper in the proper l>ox. (Government aie ot (he 
opiiiictn that this is the only Avay in which the ballot of the illiterate 
voter can he recorded. But, now, if meiiihers would refiect for a 
moment on the logical re'^ult^ which wcmltl follow from an udccptioii 
of (his system, they will see that thc*y can introduce it only inic* single- 
inemher constitueiieies That i^ you must say to thc‘ elec-tor (hat he 
has only one vote and that if he w ishe> to give it, say, to (he elc^phuni 
candidate, he should he* a-'ked to put his ballot j>apc*i into the elephant 
box. But it will l>c* inijMi'^Hihle tc> make it chsii to an illitc*iatc* vccter 
wh(> has three* cu four \ot»*''. liow he should vole*. 

Sir, in the* <a'e oi jilutal voting, if the supjiortei of the hullo<*k-c*art 
cauihdate and the cycle caiiclidate has to drop papcTs in different 
h(cxe<. theie would he inevitable eoiifusion and not only that, he might 
put all tin* Itallot picfcer- in one hc»x, thus entiicdy defeating the ohjec't 
of jdiiral voting" winch an accepted princ*iple for union lamrds ancl 
IcK-al hccaido in Bengal. 

1 hope I have made it clcucr, firstly, (hat if the ballot is introduced 
for el<*cti(»n t(» small local bodies, it can only la* in the foim of sepaiatu 
ballot boxes and secondly that this s3*steai of symlMds. if used h\ very 
simple peccple, i«. only afi|dic“ahle to single-iijemlMM c emst ituencies. 
Now, that eonsideiaticm alone, when carefully worked out, is enough 
to bar the system for union lK>ards. because throughout the greater 
part of the province union hoards are elected by means of plural 
constituencies. We have a question on the paper ns retriirds the 
number of union Isiards which have been divided into wards, r.nd the 
pnswer will he given in clue course. T siihniit that you cannot introduce 
voting by hnlhd by this system of symlads for union Imnrd elections, 
and we are left with the possibility of introducing the system in 
elections for lc»cal }*oards of a suitable i-bamcter. 

Now that we have eliminated so much as this, it might W a welcome 
news to the mover of the resolution that Oovernment, on the advice 
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of Bivisional Commissioneni, and aft«r csonBidering t]^ very conflicting 
opinions recorded by local bodies and other persons consulted, are in 
favour of experimenting with this system of voting by ballot with the 
use of symb<il8 in selected local boards to see whether it will really 
work. 1 might explain that this can only be done by a total revision 
of the rules applicable to the local boards selected, which naturally 
will re(iuii*e considerable time to work out and, as I have said. 
Government have taken the advice of Commissioners of Divisions as to 
which local boards it might be jxissible to introduce this new .system 
in with some chance of success. They are also prepared to con.sider — 
and are considering — the advice received and will endeavour, if possible, 
to make Ihe experiment. 

Now, I would nsk the House to agree with me that that i.s as far ns 
we can possibly go at present in extending the conception of the ballot 
to the elections for minor local Iwalies. The supporter^ of the resolution 
need have no apprehension that (rovernment are trying to che(‘k the 
urge towards a more developed franchise. The last resolution on the 
working of loc*al self-government institutions pointed out wdfh great 
satisfaction that the number of union board electors now' amounts to 
two and three quarter million, and referred to union boards as a .school 
of franchise which is an asset in the juditical development of Bengal. 
The number of electors f<»r union boards will inejease, and we hope, 
ns I said, to make a small but cjuite genuine experiment with tids 
Rystem of voting by ballot for local board election^ if suitable local 
boards can be found. There is no question of halting or going back. 


“We are the pdgTimH, maHter, we nni«t go 
Alwaya a little further “ 

in the matter of franchise as in everything else: but I would ask the 
House not to embarrass (fO%'ernnient by supporting this resolution 
lMM*ause it would be cfuite impossible — it is cjuite impracticable, ({uite 
ruinous to the franchise — to introduce voting by ballot in all local 
boards and union boards in Bengal. 

Mauivi 8YE0 MAJID SAK$H: Sir, I beg to submit that this is 
a very fundamental principle connected with franchise. Since 
franchise has been granted to the people, it is only proper that they 
should l>e allowed to vote in an unfettered manner, that u by means of 
the ballot. ^Ve know that if the candidates for election are influential 
people, it is almost impossible for the illiterate and poor voter to 
reemrd his vote freely, beewtuse he dares not to go against his xamindar 
or creditor in any way. Should he dare to do so, he is spotted and 
harassed afterwards. Therefore, Sir, this wholesome provision ia 
necessary in order that the voters might exercise their rights freely. 
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At rejjards the difficulties which have been mentioned by my hon’ble 
friend the Secretary to the I^ocal Self-Government Department, I think 
that they can be obviated easily. I think that the apprehensions that 
have been expressed by Mr. Gurner us rejrards plural votinj? are 
baseless. If instruction is issued to the polliiijr ottiier to see that a 
voter does not put all his ballot papers in a sinjjle Ih>x or put them 
wroni^ly in different Iwxes, I think that would be entm^h. Aiol if 
further instruction is issued that a polling officer should hand over one 
ballot Ik>x at a time, then it would be still better, and there wouhl not 
be the least difficulty in dealing with ele<*tions. 


4-15 p.ni. 

That is the onlv difficulty that has Wn pointed out t(* us by the 
speakers «1.« spake l.ef.-re me. I Wlieve tl.is pr»visi..n with a little 
eareliilnes.s eii the part of the iM.lliii>r oflieer will remove this ilitticulty. 
(til the othei haii.l when this iiueslioii was referre.l to the vaiious 
ilistii.t h.iiiiils-I hope my friemls will supiM.rt me alien I say that 
all ot them suppoite.l the introduetion of liallot hoxes. 


Mr. C. W. CURNERl tin a jioint of faet that is ipiite a mistake. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: If my friemi will look into the 
papers he will fiml out the truth. I am a memher of ii ilistnet la.mii 
and I know that we voted lor it and my friend here says that the saiiie 
ihiiitr was passed in his district laiard also. The polling; that is resorted 
to in ninnieipat. elertiolis i- difficult no dmihl but we hope ihiit with the 
introduction of free primary eduoation the voters will lie siiflieieiilly 
educated 'o axoul (hat dithiulty by the time it will come into foire. 
If iiisteail ot .viiitiiiif lor that time we can even now find out ii way 
out of this ditheully. namely, by the inlniduetion of coloured hiillot 
boxes and insertion of fi(fures on them so much the lietter, hut it will 
not lie verv ditticiilt for the voter to read the figure if be is tcdd that 
a particular delcirate has (tot a particular figure. My friend has said 
that a man who will vole l.y ballot will find it difficult to read the 
filTUres. I have already sulmiilted that with the introduction of free 
primary education the voter will he able to exeirise his franchise 
easily. 

As repards ihe local Iwjardft I think it will not In* very difficult 
beiMUHe we ha\e at prejient in the ca<Mi i»f Council ele<‘tion a system of 
votinp by whif h the voters pet the bollot papers. Just in the case 
of election’* to the Council, if you confer this franchise with reference 
to the electoral roll, in the case of local boards no difficulty will arise, 
as the one will be only a little wider than the other. 

In the case of union hoards we ffnd that practically the same voters 
fro ther^. There will not be such wide difference between the voteri 
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to the local boards and the union boards as to create an insurmountable 
difHculty. This difficulty is merely a difficulty of conjecture and when 
you come to actual practice you find then that it is always possible for 
people to tifid out a easy way of solution and as difficulty arises we may 
be able to find out some way out of it. So I suggest to my friend that 
the difficulties which he has seen are more or less chimerical and can 
be easily obviated. I, therefore, request him not to oppose thie motion 
but to go with me to the same lobby. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Mr. President, Sir, just one ’word 
on this Hiibjecl; I am interested because alK)iit 10 years ago 1 acted as 
an honorary election agent for a Kurojieaii in a inunicijml contest 
between a Kuropean and u Hindu. It was a very keen fought contest, 
and when tlie jiolling day arrived and the v<iteis began to < ()ine to tlie 
p(dl, I was much amused and surprised to find the method by which 
the votirig was done. As the voters ajiproached the polling booth, two 
stalwart durwans would step out with two long lathis, walk up to the 
pnmpective voters, and with loiul voice and threatening attitude 
brandishing the lathis would say “Vote for so and so.” Then they 
would escort him to the door of the polling lH>oth and handed him over 
to an int**ie«ted party inside, while the duiwans waited liu' his return 
outside. And as it was o])eri voting one can readily uinleistand how 
that man \M«ted, As a choice between a broken head, and vote for the 

party by wliom the durwans were engaged, the v»jter would naturally 

prefei his own safety, and for pea(*e would vote tor whatever he was 
anke*!. It leminded me very forcibly of an ele<*tion that took place in 
Ireland. \ stalwart Irishman took the chair, and jilaced on the toble 
beside him an Irish shillalah. The candidate expt)unded his pi-ogramme 
and sat down. The chairman then said in an Irisli v»)ice, “Is there 

any fme in the audien<'e who would like to ask the candidate a 

(juestiruiy” A member of the audience n»se uj) in his jdace. The 
chairman then said, “I)ti you wish to ask the l andidate a questiou.” 
The man repli«d, “Yes.” The chairman said, “'riien come on t(» the 
platform.’ The individual who wished to ask (piestinn did a-i desired, 
und wen*^ mi to the platform, lie then asked a question whii h was not 
n desirable tme f<o the candidate to aiiswei. The chairman reached to 
the table fo! his Tiinh shillalah, hit him a blow *>n the back of his head, 
which laid him flat on the platform. The chairman then brandished 
bis Irish shillalah, turned round to the audience and said, “Sure,"* is 
there am other geT;tlemun in the audieme who would like to ask the 
candidate a (juestiony” Needless to say no one de.sired to undergo the 
experience of the first questioner. Therefore the candidate was let 
alone. 

There is a similarity between the two positiona, force and efifeet. 
Now, Sir, it U very desirable that the present method of voting should 
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be altered at the earliest possible moment. I recognise the difficulties 
in helping ihe illiterate voter, but it u not so very difficult that it 
cannot be overcome h^ach candidate could be represented by a (Hjlour, 
and the ballot l)ox should have the different candidate’s colours painted 
on the ballot box. There are other methods which no doubt the 
ingenuity of the excellent brainy 1. C. S. members could evolve if 
they were compelled to. Every advance of an illiterate people needs 
careful consideration and a gi>od deal of trouble in the training of the 
minds to work in the right direction. But efforts have to be made to 
help the illiterate on until they become literate. I therebue supiKud 
the resolution befoie the House. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: I have no objection to 
supj>orting this resolution as I am of opinion that the sy>tem of voting 
by ballot i-i a ver^ goo<l one. Sir, the s|K>kesmun on behalf of (iovern- 
meiit in the Mini'Ntiv of Local Self4foveriiment has given us certain 
interesting ‘•ugge^tinns which have been embodied, he said, in the ret)or( 
of the Simon (’ommissidn. 1 have not had the goo<l liK'k to read 
that jHiint in tlie report, (iovernmeiit have not unlortumitely j>lace<l 
a copy of the Simon Hcp«ir( in the hands of meinbeis of this ('ouncil. 
Sir, I have heard a goo<l deal about )rropaganda but I find tliat (lovern- 
merit are rather NNiinting in piopagamla in conneition with the Simon 
RejMirt. I know. Sir. that there is a feeling in the cotrnlry that people 
should not read thi^ report but it the Government were interested in 
the circulation rd this leprnt and the creation ol interest therein, thev 
should have svijjphpd copies to members of this (’ounidl at least. 
We gel circular'' which we <lo not want to learl but not reports which 
w’e would like to nsid ! We were asked by the Menilier cd (tovernnn*id 
to refer to tins report as it is likely to help us. But let me lea\e 
that and come to tlie subject matter of oui diseussion. 

Regarding the iesolutl«»n. I have some experience rd the ballot Imix 
and illiterate voters. I have contested many an election in rural areas 
in* this province as well as in a neighbouring jii'ovirtce, have come into 
touch with a large number of illiterate voters and I can say that the 
pi<‘ture that has been drawn by one speaker about tbe voter and bis 
candidate is rather c»verdrawn. They can make their choice with a 
little literacy; of course there are some who rannot perhajis make the 
righ! i*hnice of coloured Kixes but in the main their choice is correc t. 
Whether we have literate or illiterate voters, the difficulty will be 
aolveff if we have Iwixes of different colours. It is done in Bihar and 
18 successful there. 

As regards rural constituencies writh two or more .seats the issue of 
voting papers in different colours with the same serial numVier will 
obviato allNlifficulties. If one and the same ballot paper in a different 
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colour is foum: in one box it will be rejected, and so there will be no 
inconvenience. If we intend that there should be free voting we shouhl 
introduce this system and that very soon. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I beg to speak something 
alK)ut the resolution. I have some experience alx)ut elections in town® 
and also in rural ureas and I have seen that the system of ballot voting 
is the source of much disiirder and difficulty for the voter. It is also 
the cause (jf election suits that crop up after an elec'tioii. The previous 
speakers have referred t^> illilerule voters only but I want to mention 
H(»mething alH)ut the difficulties in connection with literate voters also, 
Ke<‘ently ‘in election tfHik jilace regarding a cf)n^tituencv of the Council 
of Medi<al Registration and in efuinection with that ele<’tion even 
litemte vot^^rs laused so much disorder in filling up the ballot papers 
that soon after the declaration of the results, there crt»i)ped up eletdion 
cases and tlie elections had to he nullified and a fresh election was 
ordered. I have jjerMUial kiKovledge of the difficulty of literate voters. 
The rd»ject for which ballot voting is a<lvocated is always <lefeated in 
case of illiterate voters. Illiterate voters go to the [xdling station and 
in a loud voice tell the name of the candidates whom they are voting 
for and everybody heais whom they are voting for, and that inspite of 
the warning <»f the pre-hiding or polling officer. The fact is that as soon 
as they aj)|'roach the pcdling officer they speak out the name of their 
«*an<lidates in a <(uite loud voice and thus the object of secret voting is 
defeated in the case c»f illiterate v(»ters. Moreover, there is always 
gruinhling that (»tli<*ers who are engaged in recoiding votes of illiterate 
voters tlu not do their wmk alway-j honestly. There are some such 
<*ases sometimes and 1 have heard of such irregnlai ities in Council 
election case> to<i. Theiefnre, Sir, although the object is a verj’ good 
one that fiaiudiise may he exercised imlependently. yet in practice it 
is not so; it is secret v<»ting in name only hut in practice it is open 
v(kting and therefore instead of creating so much difficulty it* would be 
fur better that elect ioirs should he open as they are at present. That 
is why. Sir, I am oppo.sed to the resolution now being discussed. 

p.m. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I rise to support this motion. From 
what I heard in this H»»use I fiml that the two objections againii 
voting by ballot are that there is illiteracy in the country and that 
voters who are illiterate will not he able to exercise their franchisa 
properly in the ballot box. T submit, Sir. that if that is no, thk 
House should, as 1 hope it will, j>osh the Primary Education Bill and 
thereby remove illiteracy. ApaH from that I think tha defect mm 
easily be overcome tf we use, in a secluded room, coloaf^d borne lev 
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voting pnrpiwes botli for illiterate and literal rs. This will 
remow the objection of my friend who has said that some of the voterf 
speak out loudly the name of the candidate for whom they are voting. 
There will be no occasion for speaking loudly or slowly. Sei'ondly, 
it is said that a good deal of irregularities happen under the ballot 
box system and therefore election suits are brought in. But, Sir, if 
coloured boxes are used, there will he no irregularity because every 
voter will throw into them their voting papers. In municipal areas 
there is voting by ballot and there also illiterate people record their 
votes. And if it is possible for people to vote under this system within 
municipal areas it should be e<iually possible for them to vote in the 
same way in rural areas. In this Council, Sir, we have <'ome by the 
ballot system of voting and T can say that a large number of our 
voters are illiterate. If they can exercise their franchise under the 
ballot system, why cannot the voters of the unitm l)oards and local 
boards do the same. Tliis objection, I submit. Sir, is groundless and 
I lK)pe the House will adopt the motion which is before it. 

The motion of Manlvi Syed dalaluddin Hasliemy was then put 
and a division taken with the folboxing result: — 


AYES. 


All. Matfivi HtMan. 

••Me, Maulvi teaik Rahtm. 

••Me, Mauivi ira0 Majid. 

•anarji, Mr. P. 

Ceaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Alimurtaman. 

Chowdhury, Mauivi Abdul Qhani. 

Biiawfji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Faxlullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Maahamy, Mauivi tyad Jaluluddm. 

Haqua, Kaai Emdadul. 

Naaaain, Mauivi Muhammad. 


Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Katam, Mauivi Abui. 

Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muauam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Mukhapatfhaya, Rai tahib tarat Chandra. 
Rahman, Mauivi Aiiiur. 

Rout, Babu Hooani. 

Roy, Mr. ihanti Bhohharotuar. 
tomad. Mauivi Abduo. 
ton Oupta, Dr. Naroth Chandra, 
thah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid, 
toiaiman, Mawivi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


AN. Mr. Altai. 

•ai, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

•aiiarfi, Nai Bahadur Koohub Chandra, 
•amia. Ila4 Bahib Ranthanan. 

■atir Uddin, Mauivi Mohammad. 

■landy, Mr. C. N. 

•oaa, Mr. t. M. 

Chaadhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaBiur 

OhaudlMiri, Mauivi tyad Ooman HRldar. 
Ch au dhury . MauM Mural Abaar. 
ChoMdhury, Ha|i Badi Ahmad, 
etarh, Mr. l. A. 
fMMn, Mr. D. 4. 

C di p or , Mr. C. tt. 

Mdt, Saha Batyondra Kumar. 

Saw M BaliaShr Kaathii Kaaaw. 



Rarudui, tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur 
K. a. M. 

•anguti, Rai Bahadur Buiil Kumar. 

Ohooa, Dr. AmiHya Ratan. 

Ohaoh, Rai Bahadur thaohanka Kumar, 
•hufnavl, iho Han*bla Alhadj fir 
Abdalkarim. 

Quha, Babu Rrofwtia Kumar. 

Ouraor, Mr. C. W. 

Ham, Mr. •. R. 

Hopkyno, Mr. W. t. 

Haoain, Naurab Muoharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hud. Khan tahib Mauivi Bailul. 

Huaanin, Miulvl Laufat. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tho Han*hlo Mr. A. 

MoOluakia, Mr. I. T. 

Mittra, Babu Barmt Chandra. 
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Nitt«r» tM Sir Chumltr. 

Mufcharji, R«i Bahadur tatiah Chandra. 
Nag, Babu tttk Lai. 

Naiimuddin, iha Han*bla Mr. Kharaja. 
Naltan, Mr. J. W. 

Ordith, Mr. 4. E. 

Einnall, Mr. L. B. 

Eaddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Baddar, Bath Hunuman Braaad. 

Brantiaa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. D. R. 
Rahaam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Raikat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Rai Mahatai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Ohawdhury, Babu tatiah Chandra. 
Ray, Babu Naribanaa. 


Ray, Mr. Bijay Fraaad tingh. 

Ray, Mr. tailaawar tingh. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra, 
tahana, Babu tatya Kinkar. 
tarkar, tir d^unath. 
tarkar, Rai tahib Rabat! Mahan, 
tan, Rai tahib Akthay Kumar, 
tinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Naahipur. 
tiraar, Dr. tir Nilratan. 
ttapiatan, Mr. H. E. 
ttaan. Lt.-Cal. H. B 
ttavana, Mr. H. t. E. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 


Thp Ayes beiiip 24 an<l the Noe^ (i9, the motion was lost. 

[At 4-45 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayers and it 
reassembled at 4-55 p.m.] 

1'he following res(dution was called but not moved and therefore 
deemed to be withdrawn: — 

Haji LAL MUHAMMAD: “I’his Council recommends to the 
Ooveniment that immediate steps be taken to de'»tr(jy the water-hyacinth 
pest in tlie district of Itajshahi." 

5 p.m. 

Sale of Patni Taluqs. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: I he^^ to move that 
this Council re<’ommends to tlie Cb)\ernnmnt that immediate steps be 
taken by fbem to introduce fre^ih lepislation to amend the Bengal 
Begulation \'in of 1819 (Patni Talufis> in order to secure the following 
objects : — 

(i) to emjKJwer (he defaulting putnidar t-o stop sale, l>efore the lot 

is knocked down, by payment of the demands with costs due 
to the Eamindar, to the Collector conducting the sale or by 
the pnuluction of pnM»f that the amount of such demand and 
costs has been dejmsited in the Ccdlectorate ; 

(ii) to emjHJwer the defaulting patuidni or any person whose 

intert*st is affected by the sale, to apply within 15 days from 
the date of the sale to the Collector to have the sale set 
aside on his depositing in the C(dlectorate— 

(n) for payment to the purchaser a sum equal to 5 per cent, 
of the purt'hase money, and 

(h) for payment to the gamindar the amount of demhnd a»d 
costa for which defaulting patni tenure VBt sold; 
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(ni) to amend section 15 of Regulation so as to compel tlie 
samindar to mutate the name of the auction pundiaser in his 
Sheristha without demanding any security from such pur- 
chaser and to entitle the new purchaser to apply direc^t id 
the Collector for delivery of possession without first 
approaching the samindar for the same; and 

(ir) to make such other changes in drafting as may l>e deemed 
necessary. 

The resolution a.s it stands is ilivided into tliree clauses. For 

convenience’s sake 1 purpose to deal with them separately. The 
clause of the rcsidution enables the tlefaulting putntdar to stop sale 
hy payment of demands of zamindar to the Collector conducting the 
sale. 

Sir, in Ilpiivral, for realisation of re\enues, rents and other public 
demands, we have got three other ciiui iments in force, namely — 

1. The Revenue Sale Law (A<‘t XI of 1859 and Act VI I of 

2. The Ruhlii' Demands Recovery A<’t t Bengal Act II f of I91.'l). 

•3. The Bengal Tenain*y Act (Act VIIT of 188.5). 

The prnpoM*<l icli*»f has been pro\j<led in the last two Acts. Though, 
however, there is no similar provision in the Revenue Sale Law, the 
ilefect has been cured hv siilisequent orders <»f the Board of Revenue. 
Seition 18 <d the Revenue Sale Law, read witli the orders of the 
Board of Revenue issued from time to time indicating the spirit in 
whi<‘h dis< return should l»e useil by the ('ollwtor in exempting estates 
from sale and the Boanl’s decision in miscellaneous jntK'eediiigs on 
the }K)int allows defaulting proprietors to pay arrears liefore sale 
becomes complete h\ fall of hammer. Section of the* said Act 
provides for a right ot appeal to the CoiiiinisHioner of Ifeveiiue on 
the ground of hardship or injustice ineduding refusal of the Collector 
to accept payment of ur real's, etc*. The Board’s orders referred to 
are indeed udministrative ones only. But those have got, for all 
practical purposes, force of law. But the Regulation (that is Patni 
Sale Law) cdearly denie.s that right to the defaulting putnidurs. 
Section 13 of the Regulation contemplating an occasion for fraud 
that may he practi.sed by patnidani and conseciuential injuries to the 
inferior talucplnrs provides for the deposit of demands of the zamindan 
by those inferior taluqdars only on the date of sale. But even under 
circumstances which are sufficient to influence a Collector in the 
exercise of his discretion allowed hy the aforesaid section 18 of the 
Revenue Sale I^w and thus to atM’ept the payment of arrears of revenue 
before the lot is knocked down and which are good grounds for appeal 
before the. Commissioner of Reirenue if the Collector holds sale refusing 
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to exercise his discretion in the'^ntier, a' patnidar is helpless nnder 
the present Regulation. Even the Collector who holds the sale cannot 
help the poor patnidar. He (Collector) cannot accept the payment 
‘^without the consent of the proprietors or their authorised agents. 

Sir, it may so happen that one dishonest co-sharer may bring a 
taluq to sale by withholding the payment of his share of rent and 
attempt t^) deprive his other weak, minor or female absentee co-sharer 
of his or her share of the property, or that fraud may be committed 
by agents of the patnidars themselves by not crediting the rent in 
the proprietors’ serishta, and that a gr)od many other instances may be 
^ cited where one may have to suffer without any fault or negligence 
on one’s own part. Notices of sale under the Regulation are served 
by the peons of the zamindars in the mahal and not on the defaulting 
patnidars ami hence an aWntee co-sharer patnidar may easily be 
kepi in ignorance up to the date of ‘*ale about the fact of his tuluq 
having fallen iji arrears and been advertised for sale. When these 
and such other exigencies arise no remedy is left for the poor patnidar 
hut to purchase the good graces of the agents of the zamindars however 
costly it may l)e. 

Sir, I come from a district where the advantages provided by the 
Regulation are often sought for speedy realisation of rents and have 
witnessed what humiliation and expenditure by way of illegal 
gratification one has to suffer for making payments of demands on 
the date of wile. The proposed amendment df>es not in any way hamper 
the speedy realisation of the dues of zamindars which is the sole aim 
and ohje<'t of the Regulation, but only softens the stringency of the 
measure and mitigates hardship to some extent. 

1 would, therefore, appeal to the House and specially to the 
representatives of the landholders to acl up to their tradition of being 
ever muly to help the tenants in their just and reasonable demands 
and thus to concede to the defaulting patnidars the bamiless privilege 
of stopping sale by payment of demands with cost on the date of sale. 

I n«)w proceed to the seiond clause of the resolution which provides 
for setting aside sale in consonance with the pro(‘edure laid down 
in section 174 of the Ilengal Tenancy Act and section 22 of the Public 
Demands Recovery Act. 

The projiosed amendment will not only help the defaulting patnidars 
and othei interested persons such as mortgagee and others in protecting 
their interest on payment of dues and compensation, but will also to 
a great extent relieve the zamindars from the risk of compensating 
the purchaser in case, sale l>e set a.side by civil court for any irregularity 
or illegality in the sale or for any mistake or collusion on the part 
of the zamindar’s servants. Once a sale is completed, however illegal 
it may be, patnidars have no other remedy left but to inatiiute a civil 
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«uit for netting asi<Je the i«ale at an t»iiorii]oua coat. In case of success, 
xamindars have to War the whole cost of the suit and moreover, to 
i-omiwDNate tlie |)un‘ha>er. li the pro|M»M*d anieiitimeitl is a<'cepted, 
the nuinher of sm h liti<ja(ion> will greatly dei'reu'^* and the n>f)rrieve<W 
pcrsims will not W foired t<* seek reliei in the eivil courts at a cost 
■which is often prohibitive for a small purse. There an appieheusiou 
in some quarters that if scope he left for sale Ihmu^ set asi«ie on 
payment of dues, there will he lack of bidders. I believe the 

4 ippTehen.siou is more delusive than real for a rom})ensation of IkH) 
per cent, per annum ia u veiy u*‘d attiactive harpiin for the 

purcha^er^. The zamindars ha\e now to wait for eijjht da>s I nun the 
date of .sale Wloie they can witliciraw their dues from the collectorate ; 
the pro|>o.Hed uniendrnent will extend the peiiod i<»r seven days inoiv, 
ilut in ( onsideralion of the fact alle^i^cd heforehand sinh delay may 
be Ignored. 

1 now come to tlie la^t claUM‘ <»l the resolution whii'h needs very 
little Dine for consi(ici‘ation. 'I'he I'atni Sale Law has heeii enui'ted 
iiioic than a l entuiy a;.in lien the price tetched b\ patni talutjs in 
auction sale was luit <»ften "Utlo lent to cover the demands ot the 
zaniindais; a pioNi'ion was thcictorc innd«* tor deinandinjj: a security 
fioio tin* auction iuinlias(M, sn that y.aiiiindai ^ imi\ tall upon it in 
( as(* the pine <tf the ialui| he ti<»t sufficient to co\er tlie demand. lint 
now owiiii^ to enornious ii->e iii fu n e oj land sucli a cont in^ouo y does 
not exiD. I'atni iiyhts are ;,u*nefall\ {.rianted on paxtnetit of sulanii, 
i.e., preiiiiuin eipial to at least thiee oi tour times tlie annual lent, 
ft is tlieiefoie ulle to tlnnh that the patmdais will allow their tuliKjs 
t<» he sold awa\ for an am<»unt less than the haH>V4*aily rent. If, 
lio\M'\ei, an\ su( h exiMMite eas»‘ aiises when* pattii taluq doen not 
l4*t« li tin* whole ih'inand of the proprietor, he iiiav sue the defaulters 
in the (i\il court also hu the defii it amount. It may also he mentioned 
beie in this c<mne<tion that in the <<uiipaiatively n*cent eiiaitineiits 
fui h u" Ke^enue .Sale l.aw. Heni:al 'I'enuiicv Act and Fuhlic Demanda 
Re covci y Act, then* is ao such provision for deniandintT security from 
the juircbaser". 'I here laii, therefore, be no justification for enforcinjf 
tlo* I'ji'ht of ileinand 1114 secuiity. I he duty of delivery of possession 
is enlru'-led to /aIIlin(!al^ sinijdv to jt:ive t}iem an ofiportunity for 
compelling' the purf baser to fuiinsh securilv. It secuiity he no lon^^r 
neech'ti, the purchaser im4\ la* entitled to apply ilirect to the* CVdlector 
for po'sesmioo t)n the olhei haml. the proposed ameiidmenf does not 
in the least make the zainiiidars loseis hut |/ives some facilities to the 
pun base! . 

M itli tlmsie AVonU, I a^^ain appeal to the House and more tri the 
!»em h (d the landholdeis that they will support the resolution 
unanimously and prove to the public that they are not inimi<*al t/) tha 
interests of the t^nanb. 


22 
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Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, T rij»e ou behalf of the constituency 
wbit'h I have the honour to represent, to oppose tfie resolution moved 
by niy friend, Jlabu Hem Chandra Boy Choudhuri, to amend the Bengal 
BeguJation VIII of 18J9 (Batni Taluq). 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: On a point of order, Sir. 
There are certain other resolutions on the same siibjef.*t and I suggest 
that they all be taken together. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not possible. The order of precedence 
has Wen obtained by ballot and that is final. 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: This regulation was created in Bengal 
with the following expressed conditions : — 

{/) that the rent was fixed in perpetuity; 

(^) tliut collateral security i" to be furnished by patnular^; 

(•')) in case i»f an arrenr the taluq may be brought to half-yearly 
sale; and 

{4) if the sale does not yield sufficient amount to make good the- 
urrear, the remaining property shall W answerable. 

1'hese conditions were nuule in order to give (he zamindar facilities 
t-o lealise his rent so that he may be able to pay his revenues in time 
t<i the (fovei Tiniont and ma> not be hampereil in an\ way in fulfilling 
his gieat responsiliilitv. 1, therefore. Sir, on (hi> piinciple, ijjipose 
items Nos, 1 and of the resoluti<*n. 

As loi item No. 'f, in which mv friend pioposev to amend sc(‘tion 
Jf) of the Begulation so as to (-otiipel the zamindai to mutate the name 
of the auction-purchaser in his “sherista” without demanding any 
se<*urity sinh |»un‘huser ami to entitle tlie new purihaser to 

apply direi't to the (\)lIe<*tor tor dehveiy of jiossession without first 

approaching the Kamindar for the same, Sir, I fail to understand why 
the priiieiple of tlemanding security should W ignored. In case the 
taluq be not somehow profitable or convenient to tlie patnidar or made 
unprofitabb* or unyielding by him in any way. then if he deinults and 
his talut| is hel<i up f(»r sale for ai rears, either it would not fet<*h (he 
proper price or if any one purchases, he will not W able to retain 
it long, thus making (he xainindar liable to a great loss inasmuch aa 
he will not be able to get back the proj>er value of the taluq. If the 
patnidar has no other property to seize, then there will W no chance 

to obtain liis full value buck, if there lx* no adeiiuute security, and 

I Wg to submit that as a rule, unpriifitahle patiiis art in arrears. 
NoWdy will alion' his profitable pnijH'rties to be sold off for arrears. 

Sir, the amunt of security uHowimI to the zamindar is not high,, 
only six montfci' rental, which is demanded partly to atvoid the risk 
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f t fcilf-yearly paflhi rent due by the jmiiiiiular. to enable him to fulfil 
great responsibility of paying off his Ooveruinent i-evenues in time, 
under the rirrumstaiues the eamindar cannot foifgo the condition of 
demanding ade<|uate security from his patnidar. 

Regarding the lant jM)rtion of this item, us it is ubstdutely necessary 
for the patnidar to furnish ccdluteral security to the ramindar for his 
patni taluc], so it is absidutely logical that the patnidar must apply 
to the ramindar for mutation of his name in the Kainindur*s “sherishta.** 
Even if there had l>eeii no question of security, still it would have 
been a dangenms practice to entitle an uuction-jiurchasei t<» apply 
diiect to the (^dlecto^ for delivery of possession ignoting /.amindar 
for the .ume, for whose Iwuiefit the Ihitni Law was made. The /.amindar 
would Ik* placed in a very awkward position to ascertain his real 
patnidar, specially if there be several co*sharers, the (’ollector may 
notify to him the name of the ain't ion-purchaser, but if by any ihance 
there be delays or notii'e.s l>e misled, tlieii the xamindar, for no fault 
of his but rathei for the fault of his patniilai, will Iw put to unnec'essary 
haiassments, and further will 1 h‘ greatly hampered in realising hi§ 
dues in pioper time to pay his (Government revenues. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: 1 am sorry I have not 
been able to f<dlow the membef wlio s|M»ke cm this resolution, but 1 
submit that flie piofMisition put before this House by my friend 
.Mi Hem ('handru Ib»y ('boiidhuii ceitainl> draws attention to certain 
an hin'm" in a piece of legislation whic h was intrcMluced in the country 
neailv a reniur\ agi^. The jiolii > of the legislature, as in a iiumlier 
of subserjuc'nt Icgislatitms, has always Ihhmi to provide ihe defaulting 
tenants — pcosons whose projieities have been .sold for failure t«» pay 
theii diK's— with some means of lelief against the loss of their profierf ien. 
The movei has referred tn some such legislation, and it is also tho 
jadici laid (h*\vn in the ('iiil Ibo^eduie ('ode in the case of tho 
exec’ution of sales, 

•0-1 o p.m. 

Rut the Putui Sale Law was pa#t.Hed at u time' when thi» point of view 
wat» not familiar to (joveniinont — at o time when extraordinary prenau- 
tions were* neceH^arv in order to etiahle the zuminclar to rcnilize hin rents 
from the jMitiiicJars, ho that (iovernmeiit revimue might be paid by him. 
A long time has panHed ninre then, and certainly in the changed condi- 
tioriH now prevailing, when the {KiHiticm of the zamindar is far lens 
insecure than it wan in ihoHo dayn, when the ordinary procewHcs of courts 
and of revenue officeH have been eiicrrmously improved, there is no reason 
why the same rusty provisionH should still be utilizcMl for depriving the 
patnidar, who might have ac'cidenlally failed to pay his rent, of his 
rights, r submit, Sir, that a gcK>d case has been made out for a 
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reronsidf^ration of the matter in the ligrht of modern conditions and for 
amending the law to suit modern conditions. I have no doubt that the 
lion ’hie Member in charj^e of the Revenue Department will be able to 
>^ive IIS an assurance of such consideration of this matter, and perhaps 
it will not be necessary for the mover of this resolution to press it to 
vote at all. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I rise to support the motion 
of Balm Hem C'hundra Roy (’hoiidhuri. These are very modest and fair 
prof>osals. In sales in execution of dec rees for rents and also under the 
Rublic Demands Recovery Act, persons affected b,\ sales are allowed to 
ap]ily within ;{() days for settin^^ aside sales on (h‘])ositin^ all decretal 
amounts tojjrether with the c'osts ami o per rent, of the purchase-money 
as solatium to the purchaser. These salutary provisions have .saved 
many liohlin^''s and tenurrvs from passin^^ into the hands of others for 
inaderjuate juices. The.se provisions were at first introduced into the 
(’ivil Ihrwr'dure Code by amending- it, and afterwards tlu'se provisions 
were* made applicabh* to th<* sales held undr'r the Public Demands 
Her ovruv Art. These provisions have bruui satisfactorily workint:, and 
tiu* zamiiulars and othr»r landlords have not complainr*d a^^ainst them. 

1 do nr)t understand why similar provisions shouhl riot lx* iiitjoduced in 
the Patni Paw. This Patni Lau is an old and ami(juatr*d hiw , and it 
is morr* than a century old, anrl so it i.s onl\ rij^’ht and })Topr‘r tliat this 
shouhl he anu'iided now in view of < han^»-(‘d ronditnuis. Witli rr'^^ard 
to clausr* (/> of the rr*.solution , a jud^ment-dr'btor or an,\ j>erson 
inleir’str'd in the j>ayment is alh>\\r*d to deposit tlx* monr'v unrh'r rhxree 
in tIu* rmirts and in revenue* othex's. I do not soe an\ reason u hy he 
.should n(»1 lie allowr‘d to rh'posit the rents in arieais in tlx* ( 'olh*ctorate 
3iftr*i' Ills patni has Ix'r'n ad vr»r1 is(‘<l for sale. 

As re).;aid sr*curity, I ma> .sa> that it is (uii\ for the amount 
^»(|ui vah'iit to six imuiths’ rents. In these* da>s jiatni taliKjs have' 
become \(*i> valuable, and in many cases mou* \aluabh* than the 
y.amindari under which they are held. 'I'his iu‘o\ isxm in tlx* Patni Law 
has beeonx* anti(juati‘d and should be* rejx*aled. .md provision for 
inutatxm oi tlx* names of j^undrasers and the deb\ei\ of jiossessiori to 
tlu*m should W enactetl, as su^j»:(*sted in the res<dution. Now it is .said 
that zaiuindars will suffer loss if tlie pr'ovision for security is abolished. 

I do not see how any loss will accrue to zamindais if this provision is 
removed from the statute. Nowadays, Sir, it is well known that 
mukrari taluqs are transferit*d and that the landlords have to 
rec'o^riiize the transfer under the Law. 

As the Patni Law is iiiteiided to facilitate c'ollec'tion of rents by 
Hummary procedure, it should he hrou>j:ht into line with similar provi- 
sions as eiuic'ted in the Ben|;ral Tenancy Act and under the Puhlic*: 
Demands Recoverj* Act. 
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JKIuiii illilb Mfttllvi BAZLUI. HUQs Mr. Sir, tht* reso- 

lutkui which has just been moved is very im|Hirtant in its nature and 
the demand is very equitable and I urn sure will receive tlie synipathetic 
consideration of this House. The Patni Uejrulation no doubt has been 
enacted to help the samindars in reahsation td their rent> from the 
sulKirdinate tenure-holders so us to enable them to pay oft' (lovernment 
revenues in due time. But it is an irony of fate that no such advanta^jea 
have been conferred on the tenure-holders so as to authorise them to 
realise their quota from their tenants in an easy manner. Tlie patnidar 
is bound to satisfy the Ziunindar’s demands twice in a year or in default 
his tenure will be peremptorily sold without any hiqie of n*scuin^ it. 
It is called the six monthly taluq for it is surely to be sold a>na\ lit 
default of pa\ment of a sin^^le six monthly kist whereas the poor 
patiudars possess no sm h rijrht in case of ilefault by liis subordinate 
tenants. No such summary procedure has been provided in the patni 
re^^ulation or any other rent law empowering'- the patnidar to realise 
arrear of lent from his under-tenants. The patnidar must tidhov the 
ordinarv and most lenjrthy proiedure extending over a ><*ar or so in 
f'cttiuj' .1 <|ecree in the h*wer couit. If the Iiti^^ation einls here well 
and tr<»od but it theie Im* appeal the unfortunat<> tenure-hoblei s have 
to wait at least anothtu yeat tor det isum of the ap)>eal and it the lesult 
be in ttixour of tin* ])atnldar^ the\ have to .seek help of the lowet court 
atrain foi execution of the dei lee ainl lealisation of tin* decietal amount. 
In la« t re.il tfoubles be^'-in here. 'I'he jmljrmeiit -d(*btor will take all 
sortN id tiM'dnu*' and v«‘\atious plea provided for in tin* t'lvil I’roi'C- 
duie t'(*de and thus cause unbearable delay in the nuilisatiiui of the 
dei Total amount and w heii ^realised the worriiMl and hun^.»^i \ (b‘<'n'e- 
Inddei funis to Ills surprise that the amount he has spent Hi lit i^at ion han 
b\ tai outbalained the alinnint lealised. Surh is tin* condition of th« 
jioor lunidle-mrn atul this is ofie ot the inan\ reasons whv the interme- 
diate teinn e-hoblei s ’ < ondit.mii i.s so vei \ niiseiuble, 'I'liis is oin* of tho 
man\ r(*asons \vh\ tln*\ fail in pa^in;; their share in ilue time. Tho 
months of t’haitra and Aswm, who h aie the last months ot the two kistn 
for ]ia\ merit, aie f’naiirially a vei\ bail time and the two succcHsive 
months, I mean the months of Baisakh and Kartii , are also of th« 
suime nature, if not worse. The cultivating rai\atM, who are the real 
pi-rnlui'ei s of wealth, remain empty-handed, f<»r whatever produce they 
have j^ratluTed and harvested were sold away lon^ befoie. Ilein-e th«^ 
patnidar remains in a fix and could hurdl> ruis<‘ money to pa> the zainin- 
dars to prevent puttirijf the property to sale. This is also one of tho 
reasons for not making timely payment to the zurnindur. Next come* 
the Usual disagreement and unta^onistic feeling; amongst tho 
co-sharers of the tenure-holder and the apathy of some of them <lue, 
in most cases, to poverty to pay rents in due time. The enomies of (he 
patnidurii play no less an imfKirtant part to brinj^ about ruination to 
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them. They spare no pains to gain over some of the nhscnipulons 
co-sharers not to make payment. It is not uncommon that the default- 
ing tenure-holders, to annul subordinate interest, join with samindar’s 
servant and by cdeverly suppressing the sale proclamation, bring about 
sale of the property. When once a patni taluq is put up to auction it 
is doomed, for if the defaulter or the subordinate tenure-holder or holder 
of subordinate rights get timely information they, at the sacrifice of 
their hearth and home or at a fabulous or usurious rate of interest, 
raise money to save the property. Even if they succeed in raising 
money or can induce all the co-sharers to pay their own quota there is 
no knowing whether the zamindar's man will accept the arrears. The 
officer conducting the sale, 1 mean the Tollector, has no power to accept 
the arrear and release the j»roperty from sale. The unfortunate 
defaulter is at the teiider mercy of ihe ill-paid and ill-clad servants of the 
aaiiiindars and the defaulters must first of all satisfy them before a 
proposal for their consent is made. 

Sir, T can prove by positive evidence and I can bcddly assert that 
in majority of surb cases zainindars' consent to accept arrears w)»en the 
property is put up to auction is to be bouglit at a great premium to their 
fiervants. He it clear that I do not make any aspersions against the 
lamindars themselves though some of tliem might connive. Tlie legis- 
lature has giv(*n unbounded powers to the zamindars u Inch are e.xercised 
not by file zamindars themselv(*s but by their ill-f>aid half (‘ducati'd and 
unsympathetic servants who must utilist* tlu* oceasion to tladr full 
advantage. There is no provision to check or control ihem. Mven the 
sovereign power, I mean the ColliM tor, the represenlati\ e of the ('lown, 
bus no hand in the matter. If the untortunati* defaulters’ wail is loud 
enough to reac h him and sutficiiuit to (‘xcite his sympatli\ he might 
ask tlu‘ landloi'd’.s man to accept flu* dues. Hut it is tin* su eet will of 
the hungry s(*rvants to coruM'de to (‘ollector’s re(|nest or not. lake a 
tyrant who nev(*r wants a plea he will put forth ])leas after pleas against 
aiM’eptaiice of the dues. So in hi.s ver\ face, though he is standing with 
ready i*uise in liis hands, the unlucky {latnidar fiyols that his property 
wbii'h he so long .saved with his hard earneil money passed away in a 
twinkling of au eye fiom his hands without any hope of getting it buck. 
Sir. just consider in wbat a miserable plight the unfortunate patnidur 
is. No n*venue sale law (»r no law of any civilised world is .so very 
rigid and contains one-sided provision. \o law possesses such ine(|uit- 
able clauses without a safe-guarding clause for the protection of those 
against whom it will be enfon‘ed. The Tivil Pro(‘edure Code, the 
Bengal Tenancy Act have given ample ixnver tt> the defaulters, debtors 
and interested persons to release the property by paying dues to the 
decree-holders or de|K>siting the same with the court before the property 
is knocked down and even after sale, by depositing decretal amount with 
& per (oiit. fH>iupenHation within >10 days from the date of sale. This 
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latter provision has also been recently extended even in case of salea 
under Transfer of Profierty Ac t in a mortjrafre decree. Even sales for 
Ooverntnent revenue can he stopped if arrears with a nominal |)enalty 
is paid. But in case of sales under the Patni Act there is no remedy left 
even to the sovereiprn power, even if the sale be brought about fraudu- 
lently and collusively and by suppression of sale proclamation — though 
it IS a known sec ret that cases of this nature are not rare. It is cm 
account of these latter cases and to save the poor and helfiless judgment- 
debtors from the effects of unforeseen contingenc ies and acu idcMits, etc., 
that provision has been very rightly made in the ('ivil Procedure ('ode 
and otlier Ac ts n*ferred tc» alcove autliorising tlie int(‘rc‘stt*(l persons to 
save the jcroperty hv making pa\ iiients within •((> cla\s of the date ccf sale. 
Sir, I do not blame the xamiiiclars for the cunission of these most useful 
provisions. I do not think that in these democratic days there is a 
single zamindar who will raise his little finger in opposition. The 
resolution, if accepted, will not harm the landlord in any nppreciuhle 
way It will rather facilitate in getting money earlier and witliout 
trouble. Fccr most of the landlccrd’s men c are much for their c»wn interest 
and it the poor [catcnclar tails to satisfy them he fails to get the siilea 
stopped and the property necc'ssarily sold to the highest bidder. If 
the bidder Ite an outsider, lie will g*‘t lo days’ statutory time for pay- 
ment of tlie pure lia>c* mone\ Hence the landlords have to wait not 
only lo dav" but for Hoiue da,\s meue* for getting the* sab* ccuitirined and 
7)a\mc*iit order thc'ii pa^scd b\ the ('olb*ct«»i. And if the lancllorcl himself 
bc‘ the pure ha^cT new tr<»uhb*s arise The landlords have to plunge 
inti» endb's" litigation" ami stntc‘s, whic h ma\ continue* for yi»ar» 
togetlic'i’ There is no knowing when the\ will terminate. So, .Sir, the 
pre.sent law as it "tancN is n(*t bemdic ial either to the landlord or to the 
palnidar. Mmh litigation and tronbb* will be avccided if the* amend- 
ment" winch have been just projeosed be accepted. I therelore appc'ul 
to tlie zamiridais and to thi" IIous<‘ to symjcathetically consider the 
matter and leave tlii" restdution for their kind ac-ceptance. 

A-*{d [».m. 

^Th« Hoii’blf Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The cpiestion 
is not .so ei 111 pie r>r easy as some of the members who have s|>okc*n on (he 
eubject seem to think. I will at onc'e begin by saying that it is not a 
problem which hos come before the (ioveriimeiit for the first time. 
Even before the pre.sent incumbent of the Bevenue portfolio c*ame into 
office there were similar resolutions whic*h were examined. This I found 
on examining old tSIes. When resolutions of this nature come it is the 
usual practice of Government to consult the Board of Bevenue, which 
is the expert adviser of Government in relation to reventie matters. On 
the present occ'asion and I believe on previous occasions the lioard of 
Revenue was consulted and the Board of Revenue was definitely opposed 
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to inukinjT any rhanji^e in the present system. Government in th» 
Revenue Department also examined the problem and came to the con- 
clusifm that no case had been made for a chan^’e. In the first place the 
present law has worked satisfactorily on the whole for over a century 
and it is not proper to tamper too lightly with lep-islation unless all 
aHjiects of the effect of the chancre have been properly examined. It 
is all ver\ well to use the expression “fiatni taluk” but I am sure those 
members of the (Vuimul who will consider this question calmly will at 
once realise^ that there an* pafni taluks and that all patni taluka 
are not alike. Some ot these patni taluks were perhiips granted a 
lofijr time aj^'o when a ^»'<K)d deal <>1 tlic land was waste or fallow and 
at tlie pres(*jit moment the mar^-in of pi-ofit to the patnidar may be 
tw'ice that of the xamindar. Ajrain others mi^^lit have been ^'■ranted also 
many years u^'-o in distriets and in plaies wheie the land wa** already 
properly develope<l and when* the zaminflar's inarcin of jnofil was one- 
fifth or even one-tenth of tliat of the talukdar Tliat beinp: s«», without 
a proper evamination it is difliMilt to «^eneialise and to sav uhat the 
efiect will he (Ui patni taluks ^-enerally. Foi example there is a well- 
known zamindari estate (I am speakin*;- from memory) witii a land 
revenue of ahmit 4() lakhs <if rup(‘es, where the onjjinal as also tin* present 
mar^nn «d profit of the zamindar was vi*r\ little, and j>eiha]>s the 
niar^nn of profit of most of the talukdars was also small. In an estate 
like that delay in punctual payment rif the patni rent may mean sale of 
the zamindari lor arrears of land revenue. The patni system wa*^ 
devised in such estate even before the Patni Refj-ulation ^^as (‘iiai ted in 
l8Mf for the speedy c<dlection of rent h\ .split! inj^- up the <lnties and 
responsibilities of c<dlei tion amongst a nnmbei of peison^ 'Fake a case 
w’here a lieavy land revenue has to be panl with a small mai>rin of 
profit and see what will happen. There, accoidinir to the stipulation 
b(*tween patnidar and zainindar, the patnidar should pay punctually at 
least four times a year; if the patnidar iloes not pa> his rent [>unctually 
according*- !<» the sti[)ulated kists the zaniindar lias nevertheles> to pay 
the revi'iiue and cesses, kisf b\ kist, out of his own pocket. At the end 
of the Near the zamindar has the opportunity of sellinjjr tlie patni throug^h 
the ('ollector but the patnidar ^rets «nie month’s further time. The zamin- 
dur is out of jMM’ket for more than a year. Now it is su^jarcj^ted that the 
patnifhir should j:et amifher <hance even if he does not pay after tliat 
one urolith. The resolution, if aeiepted, will ^ive him a further chance 
of another If) days and 5 per cent, compensation. That means that the 
man who has defaulted, the man who has not acted according to his 
contract, not only jret.s a year, he jrets one month more under the present 
law, and under the present resolution he is to ^^et another 15 days. In 
the meantime the zainindari may l>e sold for arrears of land revenue 
and cesses. That may have another effect. The effe<*t may be that the 
intending purchasers may be scared away and a lesser price will be 
offered. But my friend says that a man frets 120 per cent, because by a 
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simple arithmetical calculation 5 per cent, for half a month multiplied 
by 24 no doubt comes to 120. Rut let uh take a concrete case. Suppos- 
ing a property is sold for Rs. 1,(MK) and many of the properties where 
the margin of profit is small do not fetch a verv hi^^h price, 5 j>er cent, 
of Rs. 1,000 is only Rs. 50. When one takes into ai-count travellinjr 
expenses and liti&ration and other incidental (har^^tw dip uniount is not 
really tempting. On the other hand if the value ot a pioperty is Rs. r>0,(KKt 
5 per cent for 15 da\s will mean a considerable sum. 1 want tj» tell the 
House that this is not the way to f:et the;r jrnevance" redressed. If you 
have any real p'rievance put \our facts with more prei isitoi. It pnnui 
facie you put forward your facts with moie piecisiou it would be 
ue(‘os->arv for (lovernment to consult its own <iHi4 «*rs, to consult tlie Hoard 
of Re\enue on ta< ts presented by tfiose who want a chan^»^e and to consult 
the ])ivisi<uial ('oinmissioner.s and the (\dleetors ami uls<» the other side, 
namely, the zamiiidars. Examining the problem with every cure and 
sympathy a^ at [present advi.sed (toverninent have no other alternative 
but to oppose tlie reM»lution. 

'fhere is another reaxui uli\ fio^ertiment is very b)ath to inteilen*. 
There ate innunieiable contnots based on that obi Rej.j'ulat iim of lK!f0, 
the <'ontf io 1 in;: parties aie th(»se who aie well able to take can* of 
themselves It is not u tjneslmn which lomcrns the t iovi-rnmeiit ‘s 
revenue policy It is a (picstion between two people who are dealing 
at arm’s b*n;:th and who ar<* capable <»f dealinp^ with eacli otlier at arm’s 
len;.'’t}i Wh> should tiovernment suddenly interlere \ritli contrm'tuul 
ri;:}ils for whoh ;:oo<l consideration had presumably lieen paid without 
j»ropcrl\ Mmsolenn;: tlie case of tlie other side witose n;:)its we are asked 
t(» depiive It It were a <aso <d protecting: tlie aj:ncultuns|> asking: for 
on tipam \ ri^.'lits other considei at ions woiibl < ome in. lull between a 
man who pavs as patni lent and aiiothei man who pays a lakh 

(d riipeos as (rovtunmeiit revenue for a larjjrer tra*’f there is nothin^’ much 
ti> <ho<ise and tfieie is no reason wliy (iovernmenl should lifjhtly 
interfere. 

The stron;rest points that nuild have been put forward and that have 
been put forward are two, one is based on tlie analo;;y of the jirovision® 
of the Civil Pmedure (ode that it under tfiat Code >oii are allowed to 
pay the money with coin])ensiition within a month wliy should you not 
be allowed to pay it within 15 days as proposed in this residufion. 
There is an obvious difference. Suppose ii man wfio has lent Rs. 2, (KM) 
to a particular individual ^rets a decree and is paid with 5 per cent, 
more at the end of a month, but that is an indivifliiul orcasioiial tran- 
fia<‘tioii and there is no obligation, there for the creilitor to meet certain 
oblijrations, kist Viy kist, year after year, as is the case before us. In 
the rase be^^^e us the creditor is on a different footing. I do not say for 
a moment that some feasible s(‘heme cannot f>e devised after both sides 
have fjeen properly consulted hut I do say most emphatically that on tha 
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infonnaiton before ue to«day there is no case for raakin^ any change. 
A patnidar has entered into a certain transaction with his eyes open 
as to the provisions of patni law; he knew that there %as the law of 
summary sale; he ought to have known that if he. were an honest debtor 
it was his duty to pay money kist by kist. A debtor may have an 
honest intention of paying but he may not be able to pay but he gets 
sufficient time to c<»llect his rent and if he cannot collect he ought to 
raise the money and pay, particularly as he gets a year and a month for 
that purpose. Habu Hem Thundra Hoy Choudhuri and some other 
hon’fde mendiers have ilrawn a doleful picture of dishonest amlas and 
ideal and noble proprietors. Surely if it irf known that there are 
dishonest amlas then the debtor should take particular care so as not to 
fall into their dutches. But there is the otlier side of the picttire that 
the samindar has got ti) pay his land revenue and cesses. What is to 
happen to him if he does not get his dues? Then again in a limited 
numher of cases in certain districts the proposed change may affect 
collection of land revenue, (fovernment cannot possibly agree to 
change a well estuhlished practice when such may affect punctual 
realisation of land revenue. Then again the proposed change will 
meaii additional work to the (’ollector and his staff, overwlielmed as they 
are with work and the additional work will be ot very little advantage 
to the State. I believe these petitions are tibul with S annas or 
12 annas or some such nominal <'ourt-tee, but it the (Ndlector has to 
undertake this e.xtrn work no dobut a lot of tune ot tlie (’ollector and 
his staff will be taken up. From the (io\ eminent point ot view, 
therefore, without further examination the resolution cannot be auepted. 

I’here are three suggestums. The above is so tar as the hist and 
second points of Babu If cm (’liandra Boy Cliourllniri are corHerned. 
Then as reganls his third jioint he proposes to ameml section ]•'» of the 
Regulation so as to (’ompel the zamindar to mutate the name of the 
ttuctioii-purchaser in the zamindar’s sherista without demuiuliug any 
security from such pur<'ha.ser so as to entitle the new purchaser to apply 
direct to the (\dlector for delivery <»f possession witfiout first approaching 
the zamindar for the same. Tliis forms part of the patni Regulations, 
it is the very basis of the transaction and it would not be right to 
interfere with tHi«. (lovenimeiit must oppose this third clause too. 
So we must oppose this resoluti<ui. I do not hold out any hope and I 
will not hold out any hope that (loverniHeiit will accept the resolution. 
All that 1 am prepared to suy is that if any reasoned representation be 
aubinitted such representation will be carefully considered on its own 
merits. 


5-45 p.m. 

fMm HIM OHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI r Sir, I am thankful 
lor the auggesiton of the Hon'hle MemWr that if a representation be 
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flubmitted to Ck>Temment, full cousiderution will be (riven to it. But 
I submit, Sir, that this question is before the Oovernment not 
for the first time now, it has been before Government for a very 
long time and Government have had sufficient time to come to a 
decision on this question. From the tenor of the sjieeth of the Hon'ble 
Member it also appears that the Government is not ready to give a 
favourable consideration to such proposals. Sir, the Htm’ble Meml>er 
has not followetl the spirit in which this resolution has been hrougli!. 
The Hon’ble Meml>er has said many things alnuit the i>rorit ol the 
jeamindurs and that of the patnidars and as regards speedy I'ealisutioii 
of rents. Sir, it is no question of profit and loss; in my sjH'etli m 
moving the resolution, I have clearly stated that it is not my intention 
that the realisation of the zamindurs’ dues should be hampeied. My 
resolution is a very ‘simple and equitalde one. The first part 
of the resolution deals with the right of the patnidars to 
pay the rent on the date of the sale. I think if the putniduiN be 
CTupiOvereil to pay their <lues on the date of sale, the lealisation of 
rent cannot be hampered. I’lider the pre‘*eiit law zamindars are )»ouiid 
to accept their dues fnmi the umler-teinire-lHdders and hence vvhat 
harm there may lie. if the patnidars pay their ilues on the date of 
sale ladore lots are knocked down. The llon’ble Member has avoided 
this jMiint and has n<it spoken a single word alamt it. 


Tile ai/^ument against tlie se<‘<uid clause is that there will be lack 
of biddiMs, |(ir a scope will be left for setting aside the sale Hut, 
Sir, the tact i-, — the llon ble Member has also pointed this out- that 
the jurdits of the jiatiudars are mu< h more than those of the piopi letors. 
'I'he value of the jiatiii taluqs has enormously iiicreaseil, and it will 
therefoie he the interest of anybody and evervl>o<ly to try to purchase 
these taluqs at a very low price, ff the zamindars* dues he paid within 
lb days fnim the date of the sale, then of course, the sale will be set 
aside, but in that ca>e also the purchaser will get a compensation of 
f) per cent. The Hon'hle Memliei has tfdil us that if for Us. l.fMH) 
only, a taluq Iw sold, the purchaser will get Us. 50 only by way of 
compen.sation and hence that will hardly W a sufficient sum for nlluiing 
a public to hid at the sale. If anylsKly invests Hs. l.tKK) for 15 days 
anly and gets Us. 50, i.e., 120 per cent, profit, that is certainly not 
a small amount, which will not allure anyliody, to attend and bid at 
the sale. Under the present Regulation also zamindars have to wait 
for eight days after the sale. T'nder my pro|M>sed amendment, they 
will have to wait for seven days more. If within these 15 days, 
dtfauliers do not come over and pay jsamindars’ demands with 
compensation, the sale will be confirmed and the porrhaser will get 
tha property. I therefore think there is no chance of lack of biddeis. 
It is a queiition of seven days only; by conceding these few days. 
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zamindars will only mitigate the stringency of the law, Imt the 
talukdars will thereby be greatly benefited. 

Then, Sir, the Ilon’ble Member has referred to another point, viz.,, 
at present the talukdars get one mouth’s time for paying the zamindars* 
dues, because if the sale be held on the 1st of Agrahayan, arrears- 
petition will have to be filed by the 1st of Kartic. I do not dispute 
that, but what ulK)ut revenue sales. In revenue sales the proprietors 
get three months’ time after the last date for payment, and according 
to the Jlengul Tenancy Act and the Public Demands Recovery Act 
the judgment-deblois get a long time to pay the decretal amount. 
So I submit one montirs time before sale is not sufficient for those W'ho 
find it difficult to pay owing to there f)eing sometimes luauy shaie-' 
holders, and sometimes absentee talukdars, etc. T'nder my pjopisaU 
time will be extended for 15 days more but the zamindars would 
not suffer in any way, though the talukdars will get some advantage. 
Sir, tlie Hon’bb* ^fember has referred to the Pivil Pn)cedure ('odl^ In 
my speech I did not refer to the said (’ode. 1 referred to the Hengai 
Tenancy .\et and the Public Demands Recovery Act and said that 
under' those Acts the defaulter's are allowed to pa\ the amount duff 
orr the date of sale. 1 ask why under* this law defaulter*^ should rrot 
be allowed that privilege. Another gnuind urged, against the proposal, 
]»y the llon’ble Member is that the (Collector’s work will be increased. 
I submit. Sir*, the (’ollecfor is a public servant and he should work in 
the inter'ests of the public. If the (ioverriment think the present 
amount cd court -f«*e not sufficient for Collector’s work, the* (rover innent 
may inc r-easc* the amount. So the plea that the ('olic'c tor’s work will 
be inc*r'eas(*d is groundless. 

'riien, Sir*, another point raised In the llon'lde M(*mber is that 
eoiit raetnal rights will he iiiterfert*d with, hut 1 tail to see how. F<m 
instanee, a talukdar eontraets with a zamindar that he will pay his 
annual r-eut, say, Ks. in six kists how will tins term c»f eontraet be 

rnterofered with, if the patnrdars be allowed to pa\ the zamindars^ 
dues on the date of sale. 

Thf^n Rt ruffurd!! the third clmiM, the TTon’hle Memher ha* only 

touched it, but he has not put forward any cogent ground why thie 
proposal cannot be accepted. Fituii the speech r>f the TTon’ble Member 
w’e learn that the profit of the patnidars is much more than that of 
the zamindars. 

Th« Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; On a point of 

personal explanation. Sir. T never said this. AVhat I said is that 
in some cases it is very much more and in some case.s it is less. My 
point was that it wns not uniform throughout the province. 
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Bite HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: 1< ,„«> not be 
uniform but there can be no gain^sayiiiK that the prices of patui taluqs 
have greatly increased. If these taluci'^ put to sale, it cannot l»e 
sonteived that they will not fetch half the annual lent due to the 
«ainind«rs. If that is so, thei-e can be no justification for deiuandinir 
additional security. 


Then. Sir, as regards the objection raised by Mr. Saint Kumar Hoy 
that the zaniindais may not know the naiiie> of the puic Iwc^ers, I fail 
to undei-stand how such an argument may leasonablv li<* put forward, 
for tht‘se taluqs are .scdd in the presence cd tlie zainindars or their 
agents. 


Sir, there are three or four lescdutious of similai nature in 
the agenda. Sir, I may not press this resolution if I get a woid from 
the Ifon’ble Mem1>er that he will consider the demands made in it 
sympathetically. These resolutions may Im' taken as notices that there 
is a real giie\ance amongst the talukdars and if the Hon’ble McmlHO 
give-' Us at b*ast a word that he will consider these grievances and 
if p(jssi})le will ledrcss them, then of cmnse wc* shall be satisfied 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; 1 regret I 

c'annot lold a •'inirle ’wore! t<» what I liavc* already said. These 
resedut inn" aie usrb**." and the pnuoiHc* tluit 1 ha\e alri*ad\ macb* /s 
there. 


f» p III 

1 hc‘ mc'tion t»t Habu Hem (diaiidiu Hc*y (’houdfiuii was then put 
and a di’ci"ion taken with file fcdlowing result: 


AYES, 


All, Maulvi Hauan. 

Ati, Maulvi lyad Nauthar. 

Bahfth, Maulvi tyad Majid. 

Santrji, Mr. P. 

Satu, tabu datmdra Nath. 

Batu, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Baaa. Mr. t. M. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi tyad Oaman Haidar. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Nurul Abaar. 
Chawdhury. Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohani. 

Oaa, Bai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Dutt, Bai Bahadur Or. Haridhan, 

Euaufji, Maulvi Nur Bahman Khan, 
ratlullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

OHpta, Mr. 4. N. 

Hahiaa, Maulvi Abdul. 

NaBua. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aiixul. 
MbBua, Ka<i Emdadul. 

Naaain, Naarab Muahamif, Khan Bahadur. 


HoMam, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Hun. Khan tahib Maulvi Bailul. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kamm, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan tahtb Maulvi Muaiiam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Maaharjaa, Mr. tyamapratad. 
Mulihopadhaya, Bai tahib tarat Chandra. 
Naf, Bavtrvnd B. A. 

Bahman, Maulvi Axifur. 

Bahman, Mr. A. F. 

Bahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Bay, Babu Khttlar Mahan. 

Baut, Babu Havam. 

Bay, Babu tatyandra Nath. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra, 
tan Oupta, Or. Naraah Chandra, 
thah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid, 
tiraar. Or. tir Nilratan. 
tubraumrdy, Mr. N. t. 
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Iftliii Lalit Ki^mar. 

Ml, Mr. S«r«t feMUiilrm. 

■anarji, ftai Bahadur Kaahah Chandra. 
Barma, ftal iahK) Fanahanan. 

Baair Uddin, Mauivi Mahammad. 

Blandy, Mr. B. N. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Alimuizaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HafUur 
Rahman. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan, Mr. O. 4 . 

Oat, Babu Aatyandra Kumar, 
oath, Mr. A. J. 

Bataan, Mr. 0. A. 

FAroqui, tha Nan'bit Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

Farrattar, Mr. J. Camaball. 

(BianBuli, Rai Bahadur Suail Kumar. 
Ofrucnavi, tha Han'bla AlhadJ Sir 
Abdalharim. 

OMha, Babu Frafulla Kumar. 

Ournar, Mr. C. W. 

Nasib Mr. B. P. 

Haphyna, Mr. W. B. 

Nuaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Maauira, Mr. L. T. 


Marr, tha Han’bla Mr. A. 

MaCluahia, Mr. E. t. 

Mittra, Babu tarat Chandra. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla fir Fravaah Chundar. 
Naaimuddin, tha Han’bla Mr. Kharala. 
Nalaan, Mr. 4 . W. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4 . E. 

Finnall, Mr. L. 0. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Prantiaa, tha Han’bla Mr. W. O. R. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Oab. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Chavrdhury, Babu tatiah Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. Sailaawar tinEh. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar, 
tarkar, Sir Jadunath. 
tarkar, Rai tahib ^Rabati Mohan, 
tan, Rai tahib Ak*ahay Kumar, 
tinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan^ 
at Raahipur. 
ttaplatan, Mr. H. E. 
ttaan, Lt.-Cai. H. B. 
ttavana, Mr. H. t. E. 

Tbampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4 . 


'I'h*’ Avi’h 40 und the Noes 49, the motion lost. 


CarmiohMl Medical Collage and Hospital, Belgachia. 

Revarond B. A. MAC: Mr. President, Sir. 1 to move that thi* 
(^mncil teiotiiiiietids to the (lovernment to raise the reciirnnj; jrrant to 
th(‘ ('itrmi('hael Medical Pollejfe and Hosj>ital. Ihdjrachia, from 
lis. oO.IMMI to Ks. 1,(M),000 per annum. 

In movinjif this resolution I have been encourajjed by the 

intention of (iovei iinient expressed tlmnij^h the Ministry of Self-tiovem- 
inent at the last budjret discussion wTieii the then Hon’ble Minister, 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Hay, said : "There is a feelinjf in the country 
that we are neji'lectinjr the Cariniidiael Medical (^dlejfe. This is not so. 
N<i Indian minister in charire of the Medical Department," he said, “can 
fail to feel proud of the Carmichael Medical Collejfe.” The Hon’ble 
Minister further addexl : "The college certainly deserves a more liberal 
finamdal help from (Government." Knconrajfed by this statement I 
have appmached you with a humble recjue.st — a request w’hich I believe 
has the sup}Hirt of the whole Council — namely, that the annual grant 
to the Carmichael Collejre he increased from Hs. 50,090 to a lakh. 

I feel sure that there is not a single member of this Council who 
hivs visited the Carmichael College or rend its report who does not 
feel proud of this institution — proud of the self-sacrificing ser^Tcet of 
the eminent Indian dociora, and, if possible, prouder still of their 
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at-Lieveiuents in connection with thie inetiiution. If there aie ntemben, 
IndiM or Kuropean, who have not yet visited the ^lletre and iU 
hospital, I would humbly request them to jiuy uu early visit to them. 

The names of such eminent Indian d<Htors us Sir Xdrutaii Siirar, 

Hr. gadar Nath Das, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Hoy, Dr. Mi*« Xath 

Mitter, Dr. L. M. Banerji and many others asswiated with the college 
and Its hospital wei-e a sme prophecy of immediate and all muiiid 
success and that prophecy has been fulfilled. 

The Governmeut Medical College was established in and for 

nearly half a century it provided ade«|uate facilities for higher 
medical etiiication in the province. From the lM*giiming of the present 
centur\, however, it was incmcsingly felt that the.se facilities and the 
a<Tommodutioii in the college were inade<]uate to meet the gitiwitig 
needs of the provin<‘e and the increased demand for higher luedii’al 
education. The proposal for a second medical college was mooted at 
thin time and the authorities of the Alln'rl \ ictor Hospital prepared 
in I91d a scheme for raising their institution to a fir^t grade collegia 
affiliated to the Fniversity and submitted it to the (iovernment. 
Infoiinal discussions f<»ok place between the promoters of the scheme 
and Colonel Kdwards on behalf of (Government, and in April Ifilb the 
scheme ie<eiv(‘d (Govern men f sanction. The need for a second medical 
(*<dlege whn admitted b\ (Government in thi*ir resolution suni'tioning 
the scheme. The res(»lution runs thus: “The fact still remains that 
the fiumliei of (andiflnles f.u the higher branches of medii'ul edinution 
is limitcfl 1»\ tile jiccoiimifulat ion pn>vided in tlie college and it is 
impossible tfi increase thi«* accotniiiodation without the piovision of 
aiiotbei college 'I’bes also admittetl in the same resrdution that — 
for the success of the scheme \er\ considerable assistance, ImUIi initial 
an<l recurring, will be reijuired." 

The college with its hospital was established a little over I'f years 
ago with provision for teaching MH) students and maintaining 190 
l>eds. Hut so great has l>een its popularity that within this short 
period <if its existence the nuinlnT of students has risen to fiHfi and 
the uumln'r of Ireds to ‘idO. And the number of patients getting 
medical relief in the in-d^ror and out-dmir hospitals are over one lakh 
and twenty thfru.sands annually. The names of these eminent dfM’tors 
attract patients not merely from the city of Calcutta but from the 
remotest corners of the province. When the institution was started, 
the estimated annua) recurring expenditure was Rs. 1,20,000. 

(5-15 p.m. 

To meet this annual expenditure Government made an annual 
recurring ginnt of Rs. 50,000, the Corporation made an annual recurring 
prrant of Rs. *10,000, the balance was to W met from students’ fees and 
other sourcas. Daring the brief perif»d of 13 years the students’ annua) 
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fees have been increased from Rs. 125 to Rs. 200 a year — by no means 
a small * increase for students. The annual income from 
endowment fund has increased fiom Rs. 4,000 to Rs. 25,000. In fact, 
the income from other sources than Government has increased from 
nbout Rs. G0,(XM) to Rs. d lakhs annually. The Corporation id 
Calcutta have increased their ^rant from Rs. ‘10, (MX) to Rs. 50, (MX). 
Rut Government, whose generous annual lecuiring grant of Rs. 50, (MM) 
was, in my humble opinion, corrertly interpi-eted as a promise for 
increased grant when the increased expenditure demanded it, has 
not increased its grunt. 1 would not have apj)ealed to (bnernment 
for money at a time like this, !)ut 1 am doing so under comi)elling 
cinmmstaiiceH. The annual re<*urring exj)enditure of the college has 
iu<*reased fiom Hs. 1.20,000 |o ovei Rs. lakhs and fifty thousan«l, 
leaving every year a deficit of about Its. ')O.O(M). 

A growing teaching institution, rel\ing mainly on publii* support, 
<an never be well-ofl. 'i‘be Relgacliia ('ollege wa.s furthei saddled with 
a big hospital, in whi<‘h the niiinbei of beds bad to be increased 
iapidl\, not la*cause more donatimis and endo\\ inents came, but l>ecaiHe 
the conditions laid d<»wn by the British (icneral Medical Council had 
to be fulfilled. I’he finamual position of the institution was thus 
slescnluMl l>y (’olouel R. A. Xeedhaiii and Sii Noiiuan W’alKci in tlieir 
joint inspection report on behalf of tfie Biitisfi Geneial Medical 

Council: “The plain fact emerges honi the inftumaUon ftbn ed at our 
disposal am! also from our ou ii olisei \ at loiis that ncM*? since the 
estalihslnneiit has this collegi* ieci‘i\etl adcrpiate finaiu lal suppmt to 
enable it to fulfil to its satisfaction. its old :gat nuis as a teaching 
acarlemic centre affiliattul to the ( invei'^ity. The onginal embovments 
arc* c'cuiipaial i v»*ly suiall, and the annual income whirli largely 

made up of grants iiom the Governm»*nt of ]b*ngal and tlie Coi])orat ion 
of Culeutta is iiisuflirieiit feu the growing needs of a tc'aching 

institution.” In order to give an idea cd the exjieiises cd an up-to-date 
medieal eolb*gc*, it may be nieiituuied that in the yeai- 1927, Govern- 
ment spent Rs. 5, 58. (MM) for the (^ab-ntta Merlieal (5)lleg’e, whereas the 
('jumicbael M<*dieal (Vdlege for a similar work bad to limit itself to 
(»nly Rs. 1,47.(100. The hospitals attarhed to tin* ('alcutta Medieal 

('ollege having aliont 050 l»eds. spent R.s. lO.OO.fMM). The ('ariniehael 
Medieal (^llb»gc’ Hospitals with -IdO beds had to restric't the expenditure 
to Rs. !.(>(», 000, 1'he visitors on behalf of the General Afedical ('ouncil 

Great Britain and the iiispeefcus of the Fnivpi^ity of Calcutta 
have repeatedly mentioned that tlie iiistitnticm has always been 

suffc^ring from lac k of fumC and that the grants aie insufficient for 
the grotn*ing needs of a teaching institution. 

T therefore appeal to the HoiChle Minister in charge of the 
department to accept this resolution and make provision for increased 
grant from this year. I fear I may he told that there is no money 
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and tliat all the available money has been swallowed up the Jail 
and Departments. Sir, I would like to remind Uoverumeni of 

the of a grreat man with slight liberty with the letter though 

not the spirf! of his statement : “Though I build comfortable prisons 
for respectable prisoners, though I provide ade<|uate jndice fori'e for 
the prote<*tion of the oppressed and have not <-harity, I am l)e<'oine 
as sounding brass or a tinkling cymlml/' 1 am sure the Hoiride 
Minister and the Hon’ble Mr. Mnrr will not permit that ti) be said 
of the Government of Bengal with reference to this !in»s1 charitable 
resolution l)efore the Council. 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN SIRCAR: Sii, I am very grateful to my friend 
the Bcverend Mr. B. A. Nag for drawing the attention of the House 
and that of Government to the case of the Cariiiichncl Medical College. 
He has given us in some detail the finamiul }K)sition of the collego. 
I would not tire the patience of the House by drawing its attention to 
luoie minute details. We, rejiresenting the (’armichael Medical 
C<dlege are ver\ grateful to Government for giving us every year 
Rs. r>(),(MM) as a iwurring grant. We are also very grateful to the 
CorjMirati.oi of ('ulcutta, who have recently increa>ed their annual 
grunt froni U". dO/KH) to IG. otJ.tHKI. At the present moment, however, 
knowing fuliv well on the one hand the financial diHiculties of (toveiU' 
iiient, we or the (»ther that we have no option hut to appeal to the 
(foverniiicnt for a little more financial help. Gur finumual difHcuilties 
are (Uheiwi^e insuj>erable. Year after year, oui budget estimates have 
l)een balanced by negative figures, ami this year our builget show’s the 
negative figure r»f Its. 77,<KM) for balancing the expenditure and the 
receijits. 

Sir, at present our crying needs relate t<> four different items. The 
first item jelate*^ to the immediate necessity of some additional lieds. 
I admit (hat this is nr)t the time to multiply beds, but under the 
pressure of necessity w-e have to provide accommodation for an 
increasing numl>er of accident cases, chiefly due to motor traffic. On 
some days there are as many as three or four badly-injured victims 
brought there. And it would l>e sheer (iiielty to lefusc admission to 
any of them. Then, again, the public eye, which is very much critical, 
is always turned towards us. If a word of refusal comes from any 
hospital, whatever might be the reaiain — whether it be want of accom- 
modation or whether it be sometimes of res<iurces— the au<li<»ritieK are 
severely crifici.sed. We are not very much nervous in such mutters. 
We feel, however, that we must have accommodation for at least 10 
accident cases. 

Then, again, Cubnitfa is spreading rapidly towards the north and 
the east, arid as a result the Carmichael Medical College Hospitals get 

23 
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from these quarters a large Dumber of patients suffering from infectious 
diseases — sm h us cholera, diphtheria, consumption, dysentery, etc. — 
which have to be treated not in general wards but in special wards; and 
it has l>ecome a matter of urgency with the hospital to make provision 
for at least 10 such cases. So, altogether we have to add at least 20 
new beds in order to meet these emergencies. 

There is another item which is perhaps more important than any 
other viz., nursing. In these times it would be, I should say, a folly 
to run a hospital without the help of good and efficient nunwfs. We 
have on our stuff 12 staff nurses, who are paid, and one matron, to look 
after more or less patients, the number of beds being d25. We 
have also snine probationer nurses. They are, of course, not well 
trained, Init under training and so not quite dependable. They are 
pupil nurses, but we have to retain a fairly large staff of probationer 
nurses — numbering about 4^1 — and we have to pay some allowance to 
each of them also. Altogether, we have 55 nurses on our staff. We 
have got to incerase the number of staff nurses, as well as that of the 
probationer nurses, for the purpose of running the hospital with efficient 
nursing. 

Then there is another very important item — I mean the question of 
an iiicrem#*nt to the staff. Well, we have altogether 81 medical men 
on our staff~^-2d in the hospital and 58 in the college. The pay of thepe 
men come up to nliout Rs. 1,21,000 per annum in round figures. It 
should be jometubered that out of this sum a large amount, almut 
Rs. 40, (MK), has to be paid to a very small number of paid whole-time 
profesmu’s of scientific subjects. 

The remaining sum represents the total salary of the large number of 
officers including those who serve as assistant j>rofessors. lecturers, 
demonstrators, lalM>ratory assistants. house suigeons and house 
physicians. There is a con.siderable number of ineml)ers of the higher 
staff who serve on only a very small honorarium; there are some who 
pay as subs(Tiption a higher sum than the honorarium leceived. But 
the junior staff is under great pecuniary difficulty. The time has come 
when, in order to keep the staff contented, we must pay the junior staff 
a larger rate of hononiriuiii and hold out pnisjH^cts of some improve- 
ment in the futui*e. 

Then there is another item, viz., the repairs of the buildings. I 
had no doubt my fellow-meiiiliers will generally agree with me as to 
the ne<‘essity of thn piovision ; but some of them will also, I am afraid, 
accuse me of negligence in regard of maintenance of public property 
in good condition. My excuse is that for want of funds we could not 
take in hand any repair work. We have house property worth about 
16 lakhs of rupees and I hesitate to quote here a set of ridiculously 
low figures that we c^uld allot for repair*. During the last year only 
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B». 5^000 was provided in the budget, but even this we could not 
spend for want of funds. AVe spent only lls. 1,21K) €ir Rs. 1,300. Any 
engineer would say that at one |>er cent, of the total value should bo 
the ordinary sum required for this purpose. AVe. therefore. m|uire at 
least Rs. lo.tKK) a year. Early steps must l)e taken for develoj>ing and 
consolidating the nursing staff and the teaching and hospital staff. 
AVe must aid at least 20 beds on account of infectious disease cases 
immediately. AVe must repair our building.s before it is too lata. 
These are our pies>ing needs. 

I shall not detain the (Amiicil any longer. AVe know that (lovern- 
meut are in deficit but our necessity is great and we have no other 
choice than to approach the (iovernment and the HoiVble the Minister- 
in-<*harge with an earnest prayer for an additional annual grant of 
fifty thousand rui>ee8 for the institution. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Mr. Eresident. 

Sir, 1 beg to ^upp(^rt the resolution which has Ijeen so ably moved hy 
the Reverend Mr. II A. Nag. Sir, three quarters of a century ago the 
Calcutta Medical College was ufhliated to the Vniversity of (Calcutta. 
Towards the dose of the last century it began to lie felt that one medical 
college was unable to c(>|)e with the requirements of the people, (iovern- 
ment l>eing unwilling to shoulder fresh responsibilities by opening 
anotbei TiHMiiml institution. Some prominent men of Bengal, as has 
ulready l»eeii stated b\ the Reverend Mr, Nag, rec(»gnised the importanee 
of the quest loll aii<l approai hed (iovernment for financial assistance. 
After protnn ted deliberations (iovenimeiit agreed to help the promoters 
in establishing tfie C.irinii hael Medical College and its attached hospital 
in 1!11(). The total expenditure was then estimated at Rs. 1,25,0(K). Of 
this amount (iovei nineiit offered to contribute Rs. 50, (MK), The Cor- 
jKiraiion of Calcutta also came up with their share of the contribution 
amounting to Rs. -lO.OtK) and the balance was met from the fe<* income 
of students an<l othei sources. l>e[»ending on these s<»urces of income, 
the college was started with (iovernment and publii’ help amounting to 
Rs. 13 lakhs. 

That there is a growing demand for medical edu(‘ation in this 
country wdll h« evident from the nuralier of medical scluxds that have 
been established in the different parts of Bengal during the last few 
years. The«e medical institutions are by no means adequate. This 
institution can be said to be one of provincial importance, as will be 
quite evident from the fact that it imparts higher medical education 
to a large number of students hailing from other provinces also. It 
provides medical treatment for patients from all parts of the country. 
A^ile public contribution to the institution has increased to a oonsiden- 
aWe extent during the last 14 years. Government subsidy has remained 
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the same. I may add, Sir, that it was only on Tuesday last that this 
Council voted an additional sura of a1>out Rs. 9 lakhs to meet additional 
expenditure on police administration. It will perhaps be recognised 
that the increased activities of the police have necessitated a corres- 
ponding increase in the accommodation and equipment of hospitals 
all over Bengal. Sir, our demand is a very modest one, and I hope 
that in view of the urgency of the question the House will give its 
unstinted suppoi-t to the i evolution. 


Mfi J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I would say just a word on 
this resolution. I am not going to deal with the question of finance 
of this hf^spitul or that hut on the great and hroad principles of 
humanity. When we see that this couritiy is suffering so niu(*h from 
disease, ct<., and where you have not sufficient medical men to go 
round to attend the sick, the only remedy seems to he in the hands of 
Government to go on extending its hospitals, to go on giving relief 
until a lemedy is found of this unfortunate condition of affairs, I do 
nut (juite agree with my friend, the Reverend Mr. Nag when he 
endeavours t(‘ gain his point hy pointing out that this hospital has got 
SCI much more than that hospital. I say that it is the duty of Govern- 
inent to go ( n extending its medi(uil institutions and providing medical 
Relief for the great suffering humanity. There is a hospital with which 
i am a-^sociated and whi<‘h is in need of fumls, but T am not going into 
its merits and say that it is more deserving of support than this or 
that hospital. I hope the (Council will puss the resolution and do it 
ut no uiggaidly fashion. 


Rfti Bshsdur Dr« HARIDHAN DUTT: I rise to support the resolu- 
tion move*! by tny friend the Reverend Mr Nag, w'hich has also been 
Rupportetl by Sir Nilrataii Sircar and some other speakers who have 
preceded me. Sir, 1 think that the obligations that devolve upon 
Govejument to liMk to the medical requirements of the citizens of 
Calcutta have not been ude<|uately discharged. It is a well known fact 
that some time ago the CoriKuation of Calcutta and the Government of 
Bengal eorie'^ponded with each other as to who should lie responsible 
for adequate medical provision in this city. There wa.s a class or school 
of public men who thought that the Corjioratiou of Calcutta and the 
Government of Bengal should share lietw’een them the obligations of 
looking after the medical requirements of the citizens of Calcutta. On 
the other hand there was a school of opinion that the obligation to 
meet the medical requirements <»f the citizens of Calcutta was entirely 
the Govern menCs. It must be said to the credit of those who were at 
the helm of affairs in the Corporation that during the last 6 year* they 
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BccepM. the compromise of undertaking to maintain hospitals and 
medical institutions within the city of Calcutta, although it was not 
their primary cWipation. They extended their obligations in connec- 
tion with the medical treatment for the citisens of Calcutta much more 
than they were required to do under the Act. My ^warajist friends in 
the Corporation, however much exception might be taken to some of 
their works 


Mr. PRESIDENT: We are not concerned with that. 


Rat Bahailur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I am not commenting on 
what they have done in the Cor|Kiratioii but 1 intend to give them 
credit for having done more for the medical retiuirements of the 
citiseiH <if Calcutta than what they are obliged to »lo under the Art. 
M> infert'uce from this i.s that (Government should realise the 

gravity of the situation and they should uUo try to meet tlie <d)ligation8 
that are up<»n them. Instead <d doing that, their reluctance to increase 
the grant they are already making to Carmichael Hospital is not only 
a matter of surprise but of shame. 

Sir, the ('armichael Medical (\dlege is an institution which 1 may 
say, is the pride of Ilengal, We look u|M)n the ('aicutta Mt^lical 
Cidlege Hospital as a magiiific«*nt institution. It lias lieen doing 
immense siMMce to the <itiKeiii of Calcutta; but. at what c ost ^ 1 have 

noi the figiiies lietoie me at the present moment, but if anylxidy I’Uivs 
to go into Hie figtnes h(‘ will find that a pretty large sum is expended on 
its upkeep. 'I'lie Caimichael Hospital is maintained much more 
economically. I think the sums expended on these two institutions 
bear hardlv aii\ roiupaiisou. Howe\er the ('ai riiichae] Cidlege Hospital 
ha^ iluiing the la-t few years spreml to sueli an extent that it has 
acquired .» piovinnal lame, and it is now* making a claim w*ith 
Nutbcieiit jvisTillcatmn for help and supfMirt as much as the (hilcutta 
Aledical College Ho.spital. That being >mi, c<»uld not the (Government 
rise erjunl to the occasion an<i increase thcir contribution from 
Rs, ofbfMKI to a lakh of rupees per annum. I think. Sir, at the present 
moment there is still deaith of medical accom modal ion in ('ulcutta for 
the .sick and the afflicted. We know that every* day in the streets of 
Calcutta u larg“ numlier of accidentii o<’cur. The victims are taken in 
ambulance cars from hospital to hospital and the people in charge of 
these cars will tell you that they has-e to go from one hospital to another 
only to find admission refused for want of accom iiiodut ion. It is only a 
matter of chance and I may say, of gmul fortune, if they can find 
accommodation in the third or fourth hospital after knm’king from one 
to another. .1 have known this from my own personal experience and 
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X Hare found i man has to go from hospital to hospital till he can get 
an admission. It is true that during the last few years the number of 
institutions hms increased, but at the same time the requirements of 
the people hare also very much increased. People now have more faith 
in these hospitals and they are flocking to them more and more. 

Sir, I remember when I was a young student 


Adjournment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. The Council stands adjourned 
now till d p.m., on Monday, the 18th August, 19d0, at the Town Hall, 
Calcutta. 
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PrtOMdingt of tiio Bongai Lagislativa Couneil assombM umlir Uio 
provisions of ths Covornmsnt of India Act 


The CoTTNCiL met in the ronnc'il C^hamher in (he Town Hall, ('ah utta, 
on Monday, the IHth Aujrust, H)«10. at ‘1 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. l*res dent (the llon ble Haja Sir M\nm\th\ Nath Uay 
C'HA rnni’Ki, kt.. of Saiitosh) in the (’liair, the four Horj'hle Mem hers of 
the Kxeeutive ('ouin il. the IHm'Ide Khan Hahadui K. (i. M. Karoqui 
(Minister), tlie Hon’hle Mr. Khwaja Xaxiniuddin. ( .i.r. (Minister) and 
](.t4 nominated and elected mernhers. 


Oath or affirmation* 


The following' memhei made an afhrination of his allef^iance to the 
C'rown : — 


Mr. S. K. Haidar. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given)* 

Accommodation of prisoners in the Midnapore Central dail. 

•72, Mr. R. MAITI: (^/) Will the Hon’hle Meml>er in char^fe of 
the Political (Jails) Depaitinent he pleased to slate 

(f ) the caj)acity for the a( ('oniiiKKlution of prisoners in the Midna< 
[M>ie Central Tail and whether .such capacity ha» been 
exceeded; if so, by how much; 

in) whether .such excess is due to the influx of political prisoners; 

(/<i) whether it is a fact that these {Kditical prisoners have lieen 
accoiniijodated in teiiiporury .sheds in the com]K)und of the 
jail ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that under-trial prisoners are kept in condemned 

cells? 

(r) Is it a fact that these cells have hardly any access to air and 

light? 
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(d) Iff it a fict that the majority of the political prisoners in 
Midnapore Central Jail are treated aa class and that the diet 
supplied to them is quite unsuitable and has caused bowel complaints 
and con^quent reduction in weight in many cases? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action have the Government taken in 
the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon'blo Sir Provtth Chundor Mittor): (n) (i)— 



Registeml 



accommoda- 

Excess. 


tion. 


Convicted 

... 1,143 

632 

rnder-trial 

72 

139 


(it) If by political prisoners the meriil>er means to refer to prisoners 
admitted Ui jail for offences connected with the civil disol)edience move- 
ment, the answer is yes. 

(in) No prisoner-s are at j)resent accommodated in temporary sheds. 

(b) No. They do however occupy some of the ordinary' cells. 

(c) No. The cells are pixrjrerly designed ami healthy and the 
prisoners have proper fa<‘ilities for taking exercise in the yard. 

(d) The majority of prisoner's in the jail are in Division III. They 
are dieted accoi<ling to the rules and the last weigh merit return shows 
that 4H per cent, of the non-habitual jirisoner's in Division III are 
gaining weight. 

(c) '^rhe Superintendent of the Jail, in consultation with the 
medical officer, has powers to var-y the diet under the Jail (-ode Rules 
where necessary, and all Superintendents have been instriicted by the 
Inspector-General accordingly. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: AVill the lloirblo Member 
be pleased to state whether he has any objection to release those 
prisoners who are in excess of the number to be acc'ommodated ? 

Tlic Hoii'bic 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Yes. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Uon Me MemW 
be pleased to state if it is not po.ssible to find suitable accommodation 
for the additional prisoners by hiring buildings or converting schools 
into jails? 
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Tlw Hon’liii Sir PROVA8H CHUNOSII MITTIR: Additional 
acoonuiiodation is being found. Four additional jails have been opened 
and other jails are going to be opened. 

MiUlvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that some of the persons who broke the 
laws were arrested and were released before they were taken to jaiiy 

The Hon'ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I have no 
information on the subject. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: AVith reference to answer 
(e), will the Hoiride Member be pleased to state the reason why, 
although the Superintendent of Jail had adequate powers uiuler the jail 
rules, mi art ion was taken by liim in <lue tinieP 

The Hon*ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Action is 

being taken in due time, as acrording to his judgment action becomes 
necessary, 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Iloiride Member 
be plea^eii to •.fate whether it is a fa<’t that the Superintendent of Jail 
tocik nec<*ssary a<'tion only after hi* received the orders from the? 
In<.iH‘c(or-tierM*ral on the subject ^ 

The Hon*ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 do not think 

so: but It nia\ be (piite jiossible that after pointed attention was ilrawn 
by the I ^l^l)e( tor-( reiieral, action on a larger scale was taken by the 
Superintendent. As th«»re an* audit ditficult les, Supi'rintendents are 
aiiMou*. not to ert'ate audit trouble. 


Dredger Yard extension at Belghoria by Eastern Bengal Railway. 

*73. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: lo) Will tbe Hon ble 

Meinlier in charge of the Uevenue Depart iiieiit lie pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that laiidfi have been aiqiiired by the (tovernmeni 
for the Eastern liengal Hail way w'ithin the North Duiii Dum 
Municipality y 

(h) Ts it a fact that no coin{)ensntion has been paid to the fiarties 
whose lands have been acquired)^ 

fr) If the answers to t^r) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in non- 
payment of compensation, although borrow-pits have already been dug 
on those lands by the said Eastern Bengal Railway? 
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MEMBER in charge cf^EVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hoii’ble 
Sir Provash Chuniler MittM'): (a), (h) and (c) Lands are under 
acciuisition for the extension of the Dredger Yard at Belghoria within 
the North Dum Dum Municipality. The work being urgent the railway 
amicably took possession of some portion of the area from the occupants, 
prior to formal acquisition, after duly compensating them for the loss. 
After awards under the Land A(^quisition Act, compensation for tire 
land will be paid. 

Mauivi 8 YED MAJID BAK 8 H: Will the Hon^ble Member be 
pleased to state whether amicable possession was taken agJtinst tlie 
wishes of the occupants? 

The Hon’hit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; It cannot be 
against their wishes. 


Military area of the abandoned fort at Diamond Harbour. 

•74. Mr. P. BANERJI. (o) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Hevenue Department be pleased to state if, after the abandon- 
ment of the fort at Diamond HarlKjur, the lands erstwhile included 
in the military area have been transferred t(» the Government of 
Bengal ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Member be jdeased to state w'hether the Government intend leasing out 
the area? If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (n) No. 

(ft) Does not arise. 


Stoamcr faro from Calcutta to Chatal. 

• 7 S. Mr. R. MAITI. (n) Will the Ilon’ble Member in charge of 
the Marine Department be pleased to state whether the Calcutta Steam 
Navigation Corapuny ctmtemplate the reduction of the rate of third 
claas fares fn)ni Calcutta to Ghatai which have recently been doubled? 

(ft) Tf the answer t(» (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the Company 
to the matter? 

MEMBER in oharga of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Mr. A. Marr): («) the Company state that the third class steamer fare 
from (^alcutta to Ghatai has remained unchanged since 1920. 

(6) The question does not arise in view of the answer to (o). 
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Surrwider of fkmKm. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: (a) Will tbe 
Hon^ble Member in ohar^re of Ihe Polirt* Department be plei^eci to 
state the number of Hindus and the numln'r of non-Hindus in Hen^ral 
who have been asked to suri-ender their firearms \\hirb they held under 
a licence during the last four months? 

\h) Is the Hon’ble MemWr aware that surh action has caused great 
dissatisfaction among the people concerned? 

(^) Is the Hon’ble Menil>er also aware of a feeling that exists that 
the Iw'ul authorities in certain places have failed to give adequate 
protection to the people? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
W. D. R. Prentice)! (o) Hindus 1,H)4: non-Hindus IHl. 

(h) No, save among a section of thojae whose firearms have l>een 
sunendered. 

(r) Yes. but ‘‘O far as (i<kvernment are aware it does mtt arise from 
the surrender of firearms. 

Mr. 8HANTi 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether ( iov(‘rnnu*nt apprehemltul a gen(*ral armed 
rising in the < ()untr\ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I submit, Sir, that that 

question does iiMt arise. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: The H on’ble Member has replied that firearms 
have been surr(*ndered. Wh\ <aniu>t the <juesti<iner ask if Hrearmii 
have been taken away from the pf>sM*,sHors in apprehension of a general 
arine<l rising? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The first question was: 
‘Hfow' many were asked to siirtemh'r their firearms?” and I have 
answered it b\ stating the number. The next c|ue.stion was whether 
that was done in expectatif»n of an armed rising and I have replie<l (hut 
I submit that it did not arise out of the question. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think what the questioner wants to know is 
whether any pressure was brought to bear ujKjn the iKissessors of fire- 
arms in apprehension of any armed rising. The question ia 
admissible. 
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Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARitWAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether a license is issued to any person only after 
an inquiry is made as regards his respectability or not? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That inquiry is always 
made. 

Mauivi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what is the ratio of guns surrendered to guns in 
possession ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That information is not 
available. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member la* pleased to sbite whether those persons who have been asked 
to surrender guns have been asked to <lo so temporarily? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have given the figures, 
but I am afraid I cannot make a statement on this point. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the ITon'ble Member be 
pleased to inform us whether the 1,104 Hindus and 101 non-Hindus arc 
non-officials or wliether there are any officials amongst them? 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have got Ww figures but 
not the details. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason for whicli tlie liceii'-e-holders were 
asked to surrender their firearms? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: As 1 have said, these are 
figures for the whole of Bengal and I am unable to give any more facts. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Ilon’ble 
Member be pleased to state how’ many of these guns were seized in con- 
nection with riotous occurrences? 

Tha Hoii*bia Mr. W. D. R* PRENTICE: If the hou’ble member 
will see the answer to unstnrred question Xo. 109, he will have some 
information about it. 
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Mm SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: AViil the 

Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether in any of these mses of 
surrender there were charges of abuse or fraud against the jiossessors of 
the guns or were they forced to surrender the guns merely on suspicion f 

The Hon’ble Mf« W* D« R« PRENTICES As I have said, 1 have no 
details on the subject. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Ilon^ble Member be pleased to state whether the guns a ere surrendered 
merely on suspi( itui and witliout any charge of fraud or abuse 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The 11 on’ble Member has said lliat he is not in 
a position to answer it. 

Btbu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; A\ ill the 

Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state whether he will be able to supply 
information about any s]»e('ilic caseh 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hoirble member 
will spefdty an> particular ca^e, I shall see whether any information 
ran be obtained. It is per(e< tly inip<»ssible to state the reiisons for the 
1 ,20o cases of surrender. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: Will the lion Me Mem- 
ber be pleas<-d to state if the (fovernment had received any general 
request askuig the authorities to take action in the matter!^ 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Ni»t so far ns I am aware. 


Ladies’ procession at Carpar, Calcutta. 

«77. Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: (a) U the Hoirble 
Memlier in charge of the Tolitii al Department aware that on the 2bth 
July last a large numbt>r of ladies were prevented by the police from 
going out in procession from Uarpar lloari, Calcutta? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative^ will the HoiCble 
Member l)e pleuseil to state whether he is aware that on that occasion 
pb ysical force was applied against the ladies? 

(r) Is the Hon 'Me Member aware that the ladies were kept 
jiurrounded on all sides from 5 oVl(K:k in the evening till 1 oMwlr in 
the morning ¥ind were not allowed even water to drink during that 
period which was brought by their relation* and friend*? j 
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(d) I« the Hon^ble Member also aware that Mr. Gordon, the Deputy 
Commissioner, personally threw away a cup of milk which waa handed 
over by the father of a child a^j^ed 3 for giving* it to the child who waa 
with the mother and wan with her, l)eing a member of the party, kept 
surrounded by the police? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state whether this action 
of the police had the approval of Government? 

MEMBER in ohargs of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bit 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) Yes. 

(h) Except that the ladies were prevented by a cordon from going 
in a procession, no force was used against them. 

(c) The w'omen w^ere told that they could disperse by twos and 
threes but could not proceed in pro<‘ession. They refused to disperse 
and were surrounded till 1 a.m. when they did disperse. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. They showed both firmness and patience in a trying 
sitTintion. 

Mr. 6YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE; Will the Hoiride Member 
be pleased to state with refereme to ({uestion (r) whether Government 
approve of the action of the officers in not allowing the ladies any drink* 
ing water during this period? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid that the 
answer does not cover thi> point, but I doubt whetliei* the allegation 
is true. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Will the Ilon'ble Member 
be pleased to state why there is no answer to that part of the question ? 

Tho Hon’blO Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I made a 
mistake in not noticing that the reply 1 have given did not answer 
the (luestiim entirely. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: AVill the Jlon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether (he nn.swer to {d) i» based on the result of an 
inquiry made from the Deputy (Commissioner of Police? 

TtiC HCfPblo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is based on the report 
of the Commissioner of Police. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: With reference to answer 

(e), will the Hon’ble Member he pleaseil to state if the Government is of 
opinion that the police showed any tact? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: AVith reference to question 
(#»), “WTiether this action of the police had the approval of Government/' 
and in view of the statement in answer to (d) that this particular occur- 
rence did not take place, will the Hon 'hie Member he pleased to state 
what is the action Government is approving of? 

The Hofl'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The police hud to deal 
with a very diffi(‘ult situation. 


AcoommoditkHi of pritofiari in Jails. 

^78. Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Memlwr in charge of the Political (Jails) Department 
pleased to lay on the table a stalcmcnt showing at prcsent---^ 

(i) the exact number of |N)li(ical prisoners in different jails of 

Bengal ; 

(/i) how inan\ ot them have lieen classified us— 

(7) “A” (Mums prisoners, 

(,?) “IP* ('lass jnisoners, and 
(.’j) (’htss prisoners 

showing (lie hguics sfjnintel\ in each district of Bengal; 

(;//) how iiiaiiN of them are males; and 
(M ) ho t ncin\ of them are females? 

(h) Is it a tact that all the jails are now overcrowded? 

(c) If the answer to (/^) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 

Memhei hi t(* ^tate what steps do the (ioverninent projarse to 

take in the fiiatter? 

TIM Hofi*bl€ 8ir PR0VA8M GHUNDER MITTER: (n) (i) If by 

|Kilitical prisoners the inemlier means to refer to prisonem ailmitted to 
jail for offences connected with the ci%dl disobedience movement then 
th* most recent estimate of persons together w'ith their distribution i§ 
contained in the statement which is laid on the table. 

(ii), (mV) and (ir) This is indicated in the statement. 

{b) Yes. 

(c) The requisite additiouaX accommodation is being provided by 
the estaUishment of temporary and camp jails. 
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Statement showing figures as they stood on 2nd August, 1930, referred 
to in the anstcer to clause (a) of starred question No, 78. 


jAlb. 

Divlakml 

convicts. 

Division 11 
convicts 

Divlakm in 
convicts. 

Total of 
DfvMonal, 

11 and III 
cxmvlcts. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

1. 

HardwM . . 

11 




150 


101 


2. 

Hurl 





73 


78 


3. 

Bankuim 









4. 

lfldnapr>rff C«iitr*l 

5 


15 


923 

1 

B43 

1 

&. 

HfKtghly . . 



S 


101 


104 


3. 

Howrah . . 









7. 

AII|)or« (’entral 

27B 


47 


240 


566 


8 . 

Pmidd^iiry 


IB 



60B 

8 

6og 

27 

0. 

KiinhnoftAr 

B 




125 


134 


10. 

Berhfttnpora 

2 


41 


58 


101 


11, 

JoMore 

1 


3 


04 


68 


12. 

Khulna . . 

3 


1 


65 


60 


18. 

lUliihAhi Central 

6 


1 


153 


160 


14. 

rUnaJpur 

1 




15 


16 


15. 

Jalpatffuri 



7 


28 


35 


16. 

Darjeeling 



2 




2 


17. 

Kangpur 





B7 


B7 


IB. 

llogra 





4 


4 


IB. 

rabna 

5 




34 


3B 


«o. 

Darra Central 

2 


6 


127 


135 


21. 

Mymenalngh 

22 


67 


148 


227 


22. 

Faiidpur 

17 


7 


44 


68 


23. 

Bartaal .. 

1 


16 


63 


80 


24. 

(kimlUa . . 

26 


5 


3 


34 


26. 

Chittagong 



7 




7 


26. 

Dum Dum Hpecial 

8&2 


211 




663 



Total for an )aSi . . 

742 

■“ 

42B 


3.124 

B 

4^5 

28 


(laAn D Tcvrai 







4,323 



DMQft riot. 

*79. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: ia) Will 
the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state whether there is any list of the goondas and bad characters in 
ihe Dacca City prepared by the poUcef 
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(5) Is it a fact that about 150 goondas wer® anrated in oat day 
toon alltr the Dacca riots of 1926 P 

(c) If the answer to (5) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'blt 
Member be pleased to state why similar action was not taken during 
the recent riots at Dacca to check further developments? 

The Hon’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. 

(b) No, but there were several round-upe on consecutive nights 
during the riots and niaat of the known bad characters were caught. 

(c) Similar action was taken as several efforts were made to round- 
up known bad characters but failed as the bad ehan\cters were not 
found in their usual haunts. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdI: With reference to 

ans\ier (h), will the Ibui’ble Meinbei be pleased to state whetlu*r it is a 
fact that retired Inspertor. llabu Hhattai harji . made a .statement 

before the official em|uiry committee, that in 192t». l^t) giMuidas were 
arrested in the course of a day? 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 have not seen the 
evidence that was given before that rommittee. 


Babu Surjya Kumar Som of Mymanainglh. 

*80. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: <o) Will the Hon'hle MemUT in 
charge of the Polii'e Depirtmeiit 1 m» pleaswl to siato — 

(t) whether Ilahu Surjva Kumar Som, a leading pleader of the 
Mymensingh Bar, wan arrestiMl ami convicted under the 
Ordinance Act and siM'tion 117, Indian I’enal Code, on 26th 
July, 19;K); 

(ii) whether he is treatinl as an “A” class |>risoner; 

(iii) whether it is a fact that the said Babu Sur.iya Kumar Som 

was handcuffed and brought on foot on the 26th July, 1960, 
from the Mymensingh Jail to the court of Suhdi visional 
Officer, Sadar (South), Mymensingh, covering a distance of 
about two miles? 


(h) If the answer to (a) (in') is in the affirmative, will the TTon’blo 
Memlier be pleaaed to state the reasons for doing so? 


24 
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Tha Hafi’Ma Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (^i) (0 Yes. 

(h) He is being treated as a iKviaion I prisooeil pending final 
classification. 

(m) Yes. 

(6) This was due to the mistake made in not informing the escort 
that he was a Division I prisoner. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: With reference to (d), will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether Government has taken any 
action against the person who made this mistake? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Xot tlint I am aware of. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Uonhle Member be 
pleased to state whether he j>roposes to take any action ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The question whether 
actif»n should he taken or not is lurt for me to decide, as tlie department 
concerned is not in my charge. 

Meuivi ABDUL HAKIM: AVill the TloiTMe Member be pleased to 
tell US who is the proi>er ]>erson fc>r carrying lliis information to the 
es( ()i t Y 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: .Vs far as 1 am aware, it 
is tile jail staff that t(*ll tht‘ escort what the arrested imui are. 


Inepeotion of Covommont-aided schools under the Industries 
Department. 

*81. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hoirble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a list of Government and aided schtwls under the Indus- 
trie.s Dejwrtnient showing — 

(i) the dates on which they were visited during the Inst three 
years ( H)27 to 1929) by the officers of the department; 

(/V) the names of the otticers who iu.s|xn'ted the schools; 

(rVi) the designation of the staff who accompanied the officers; 
(le) the purpose of each visit; and 
(v) the total cost incurred for each of these visits? 
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MIIIISTER in diarit of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
department (tho Hon’bio Khan Bahadur K. C. M. Faroqui): 

(i) to (v) A statement is laid on the library table. The rost of visit haa 
been shown separately for earh school as far as possible, but in cases when 
more than one school was visited at a time in one direction it has not 
been poesible to apportion the cost of each visit. 


Arreotad lady piokoton and tho Lalbazar lock-up« 

*82. Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEEs (a) Is the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department awart' — 

(i) that ladies arrested for picketing’ are kept in the Lalbaxar 
lock-up; and 

(ti) that there is no suitable provision for thcmy* 

(h) D the Hon’ble Member aware tliat •'m fi uuder-lnal prinmiers 
are not allowed fo<Kl tf) be given to them b\ their relatiims'r 

(c) Will the ITon’ble MemW l>e please<l to state whether fmal and 
cloth from their home^ are, umler tin* h>ck-up rules, allowed to 
prisoners !" 

(</) Is the Hon ’hie Meml»er aware that ladies arrested are {i(U*ke<1 
in«ide the pnson-van along with the |K>licemen on their wmy to the 
Lalbazar l(»ck-up and tf the ('ourtr' 

(e) Is the Hon’ble MemlM*r aware that the rmiin where the ladies 
were baked up on the !w*tith and ‘J7th duly was not big enough to afford 
even '■nt’iig accommoflatum to the lailies. Mf»me of whom wen* kept in 
the io(k-up for over ‘dt hours? 

(/) Will the Tlon’bb* MemlMU* Ik^ pleascMl to state wdiether the 
rules allow that the jH*rsf>ns whf» are arrested, particularly ladi(*s, on 
Saturdays should be kept in Lallwiziir for over 24 hours till Mondays 
when they appear la'fore the court for trial? 

(fy) If the answer to (f) is in the affinnutive, are the Oovernrneni 
considering the desirability of altering the rules. 

Tlie Hofi*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (t) Yes. 

(u) The lock-up requires rebuilding. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The rules do not allow it. 

(d) A police escort accompanied the prison-van. 

(«) No;* the capecity of the room was sufficient. 
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(/) Yes ; prisonera charged with noQ-bailable offeocee and prisoners 
in custody in default of bail are detained in the lock-up until the first 
working day of the courts. 

(ff) No. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SA0 MOOKERJEE. With reference to answer to 
(tf) (n), will the Flon’ble Member be pleased to state whether he thinks 
there is any suitable provision for the ladies arrested? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the llon’ble Member 
be pleased to state what he means by saying that the lock-up requires 
re-building? 

The Hon*bls Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is a lock-up for 
females in Isilbu^i'ar ufwtairs, but the women, who have been arrested, 
created an immense amount of trouble and have been refusing to go to 
the lock-up upstairs. So the lo<k-up downstairs, which was not 
originally meant for female prisoners, has been used for them. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Does not the IIonTde 
Member agree that Uie room was urisuitable? 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already said that it 
was not intended for female prisoners. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: With reference to answer 
(e), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what wa^ the area of the 
room y 

Tha Han*bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 am afraid 1 must ask 
for noti<*e t>f that. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will tl^e Hou’hle Member 

be pJeasetl to state what was the number of persons kept in that i-ooin? 

Tha Han’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must have notice of 
that. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the llou’hle Meml>er 
be plen.sed to issue instructions that nil possible considerations should be 
shown to Indy picketers who are kept in lock-up? 

Tha HaiPbli Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Such instructions are 
ttnuec^ssary. All possible c'onsideration is shown to them. 
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tBim lioainM in Daoon. 

•«. Babu SATYEHDRA MATH ROY: Will the Hon-ble MenW 
in chai^ere the Police Deportment he pleasinl to lay on the table n 
statement showing for the district of Dacca — 

(i) how many arms licenses were grantiHl at the k'jfinning of 

the year 1930; 

(ii) how many licenses were cancelle<l during the recent Dacca 

riots, giving the figures sepiirately in the cases of Hindus 
and Muhaminatlans ; and 

(in') how many arms have been taken away without |>revioua 
cancellation ? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) 4.154. 

(if) None. 

(tfi'i 14, of which 5 were weapons seised in connection with 
criminal cases. 

Rii Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the llon'blo 

Meinb(*r be pleased t(» state the fiuiiiber of mm lieeiises jrranted prior to 

1913 y 

Tha Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afnii.l that the 

i|Uesti(»n IS s<i md»*fiiiite tliat I <aiiiiof possibly answer it. 


Gun lioansaa in Midnaportb 

•84, Babu H08ENI ROUT: (a) Will the Hon'ble MnnU^r in 
cbarjre of the Police Depiirtinent W p!eas<*d to state how many gun 
licenses have lK*en cancelled during the last seven months in the dia- 
trict of MidnaporeF 

(h) Have the Government stated the reasons for the cancellationa 
to the licensees concerned If not, why not? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) 181. 

(b) The licenses were cancellwl by the District Magistrate in 
exercise of his powers under section 18 (a) of the Indian Arras Act. 
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Dam riots. 

*85. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number of casualties — 

(/) dead, and 
fP) wounded 

Bustained by the Hindus and Muhammadans in connection with the 
recent riots in the city of Dacca? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Six Hindus and eight 
Muhammadans are believed to liave been killed, and 42 Hindus and 
26 MuhammadaiiN wounded during the riots. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: AVith reference to 
answers (/) and (2). will the Hoirble Alember be pleased to state how 
many of these dead and wounded were admit te<i to M it ford Hospital 
for post-niortrm examination? 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 must ask for notice of 

that. 


Noabad taluks of Satkania and Patiya khas mahai. 

*86. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: ia) Is the lion ble 
Member in charge of the Hevenue Department aware that the Noabad 
taluks of Satkania and Patiya khas mahai had to make double pay* 
ment of June and September kists, 1928, after the final publication of 
revisional survey in spite of general protest from the public? 

(6) W^hut was the amount so realised? 

(c) Whether thi* sort of payment was realised from other khas 
mahals of the district of (^hittagong? If not, why not? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of appropriat- 
ing the alleged excess payment towards the future revenue accruing 
in respect of these taluks? 

Tha Hon*lNt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) No, the 

aupposition in the question is apparently based on a confusion between 
and ‘^latest day of payment.*’ 

(6) to (d) Do not arise. 
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Satyagrahi woluntaer priaonari of Mymansinsti. 

«87. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Honlile Meti^W in 
char^ of the Polire Department he pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the non-violent satyagrahi volunteer under-trial prisoners are 
brought to the court of the Subdivisional Officer, Sadar (SoutlO. 
Mymensingh, in handcuffed or tied up condition y 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the ITim’hle 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for acconlin^' smdi treatment? 

The Hon’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE • (o) In some cases, yes. 
(h) Some under-trial prisoners, including a huge number who are 
undergoing trial under section 5^ of the Prisons Act, who refused to 
go to court, have luul to l>e handcuffed or tied. 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the ilon'ble be 

pleased to state whether the under-tnal prisoners who hud refused to 
go to court had been handcuned or tied? 

The Honllle Mr. W. D. R. PREnTICE: 1 am afraid I have no 

detailed informatinii. Thcie are no rules on the subjcM-t. 

MiUlvi ABDUL HAKIM; Will the llonble Member be pleased to 
Btate wh\, in the al»>ence ot an\ rule, it was d«»ne in some cases and 
not in all cases!' 

The HoiPble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do nc»t think the answer 
means that s<ime pe<»pb* were so trc*ated and others were not. Among 
the iM'rsons anesied who ha«l to iro t(» <-ouit only th<»se who objected 
to d<» so had their hand'* handc uffed or tied. 


Atsassment of Sundorbm ottaiot. 

•88. Bibu 8ARAT CHANDRA MITTRA: (oi Is the Ilon’ble 
Member in charge of the Hevenue Department aware that in cases of 
reasaf^asment of the Suiiderban.s estates, revenues have been enhanced 
by more than 12 per cent.? 

(h) Is the Hou’ble MemWr also aware — 

(i) that several suits have lieen filed against the decisions of th« 
Res'enue officers; and 

(it) that landlords and tenure-holders are awaiting the decision of 
the Hon^ble Member before filing similar other suits? 
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The Hon^ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MiTTER: (a) Yes. 

(h) (i) So far as is known only four such suits have been filed. In 
the only case decided up to date a Bench of Judges presided over by 
the Chief Justice has upheld the revenue assessment. 

(ii) This department has no such information. 


Salt mavaniafit in Contai. 

^SS. Mr. P. BANERJI: {a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Finance Department he pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing — 

(t) the yearly salt excise income from the Contai subdivision ill 
normal years ; 

(it) expenditure up to date from the beginning of the movement 
in ex4'ess of the amount usually spent in normal times on 
the department in the f'ontai subdivision? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Excise Department at Contai have failed 
to bring the people concerned into submission and that the extra staff 
of the department have been recently withdrawn? 

MEMBER lfi charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the HorPble 
Mr. A. Marr): (ft) (i) There is no “Excise” income from salt in the 
Contai subdivision. 

(/V) Expenditure, in excess on account of staff, amounted approxi- 
mately to Rs. 4,500. 

(h) No. The extra staff was withdrawn on account of the collapse 
of the salt movement in the area. 


Hungar-strikara in Jails. 

«90. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department lie pleased to 
state the number of prisoners in Bengal who had gone on hunger- 
strike during the months of April, May, June and July, 19»10? 

Tha HoiPbla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: It is difficult 
to answer this que»ti<m accurately for when the prisoners are confined 
in association ii is not jK>.Hsihle to us<'ertain with certainty whether 
individual prisoners are actually taking no nourishment. The number 
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of priaoaers who on 
on hunger-strike on 
follows: — 

their own stetement were supposed to have been 
one pretext or another for various periods is aa 

April 

1 

May 

... 28 

June 

... 223 

July 

... 827 


Of these only 19 maintained this attitude for jw^ritHls in excess of 
ten days, the remainder on their own statements beinjr supposed to 
have been hunger-striking for periods varying from one day to about 
a week. Only in the case of two prisoners was any resort to artificial 
feeding nef-easary to maintain the strength of the prisoner. 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BAtUi In view of the very large 
numl>er of persons going on hunger-strike in jails, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons why sueh a large number went 
(»n hunger-strike 

Tht Hon*bl« Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: As 1 have 
already explained, it is very <loubtful whether they were all actually 
hunger-striking or ntit. When the prisoners were in As**ociation Wards 
they might have taken food along with othei prisoiiei'*. but it appeared 
that only tw<t were inces>antly hunger-striking. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble MemW be 
pleast‘4l to state whether they <lid (»r did not allege any reasons for 
going on hunger-strike? 

Tht Honbit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The reason put 
forward by many of them was that they wanted t<» 1 m* in Division I a» 
ptditical priwmers, without giving any farts alM>ut their status. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’blr Memlier U 
please<l to state whether an\ em|Uiry was niuile intt» the compluinis 
made by these prisoners? 

Tht Hofi>blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: There was no 
question of emjiiiry. In their petitions they stated that they would 
not put forward any facts saying what their statu** was, but they 
claimed that each one of them must l>e classed in Division 1 iMM-ause 
they were political priscmers. In souie <’us4‘s their parents and 
guardians placed the facts Wfore the authorities, but when the 
priaoneiw were aaked to place the same facts tht v refused to do so. 
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Daoot distyrtNUioet. 

*91. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Meml>er in charj^e of the Political Department he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that demands for police assistance by Hindus 
in the recent Dacca <listurba rices were systematically disregarded by 
the police? 

(h) Is it a fu<‘t that Hindus who attenijited to defend themselves 
against aggression have been arrested and deprived of firearms? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state the number of 
firearms taken away from (J) Hindus, ami (:*) Muhammadans respec* 
lively at Dacca during the recent distuibam es distinguishing — 

(»> the cases in which arms w'ere seized from rioters caught in 
violence; and 

(//) the cases in which there were no charge of violence against 
the owners? 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: ia) No. 

(h) No. 

(r) From Hindus 12; from Muhammadans 2. 

Of these five were taken from Hindus who had fired without aii}' 
justifii-ation, and the other nine were taken us a measure of prer aution. 

1 may add that this question was answered on the information 
available at the time. A latei iiit<U'mat ion was received and it has 
been emlKidied in the answer to Unstaried (Question No. UMt, whieh 
will show that !l guns were taken and not o. So the figures should be 
reversed. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Memiier be pleased to state whethei it is a fait that several of the 
w'itnesst»s examined before the Official Kmiuuy (’ommittee at Dacca 
made statements to the effect that |ioli<e help was deniei) to them w'hen 
asked for? 

Tht HoiPbla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already stated that 
I have not seen the evidence given before the enquiry committee. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Hon ble MemW ^ 
be pleased to state whether one of the terms of is.suing licence for 
firearms is that they lan In* used for pur|H»ses of self-protei'tion ? 

Tht HOfl’bly Mr, W, D. R. PRENTICE: I would advise the hon'ble 
member to read the conditions printed on the license form. 
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Rttioliofi of Deputy and Sub-Deputy Megistratee and Girele 
Oflloers in a distiiet 

*92. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is the general policy of (Government that executive ofticere 
such as Deputy and Sub-Deputy Magistrates and ('ircle OlRcers are not 
to be retained in a district ordinarily for more than thVee years and 
in exigent j'ases for more than five years? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether that policy has been carried out 
in practice in the case of all such officei*s posted in the distri< t of 
Bankura ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the TIon'ble Member 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the numlwr and 
names of the oHirers in whose cases that policy has not been carried 
out ? 

id) Will tlje Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
the depaiture from the polo y of (toxetninent regulating the period of 
incumbency of sm h <d!icersy 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): uit The answer is in the affirmative, 
but the applioatom of the jMjlicy is always subject to the <‘onvenienco 
of administration. 

(fn and ir) Four Sub-Deputy (’cdlectors have been in the Bankura 
district for more tlian three years. 

(d) Vide (at al)ove. 

Babu SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Will the llon'ble Member be 
pleaseil to state the respective numl>er of years that the 4 Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates are there in the Bankura district? 

The Honlllc Mr. W, D, R. PRENTICE: I am afraid T cannot say 
off-hand. If the hon'ble meml)er comes to see me, I shall haik up 
the distrihution list and give him the information. 

Babu SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Will the Honide MernW l>e 
pleased to state whether some of these officers are there for more than 
6 years? 


Tha Hoii*blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know. 
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Oirfafn dt fUft inn U uncltr Hliitfu or liuhomnuutaii Minitlari or 

MiHiaiori. 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state for what 
period since the inauguration of the Reforms the undermentioned 
departments have been under the charjice of Hindu and Muhammadan 
Ministers or Members respectively: — 

(/) Education Department, 

(2) Agriculture and Industries Department, and 

(3) Public Works Department? 

Tho HofPbla Mr. W« D. R. PRENTICE: A statement is laid on the 
table showing how the charge of these departments has been held 
during the peritul referred to in the question. 


Still vmvni referral to in the reply to starred question .Vo. ft3. 

(1) — Edim’ation Dki^artmknt (Kx(f.ri)iNo Ei ropean EnrrATi^)N 
AND Registration). 

8rd Taniiar^' 1921 to 9rd January 1924 — Mr. (now Hon^ble Sir) 
I*. C. Mitter. 

4th January 1924 to JUst August 1924 — Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq. 

Ist SeptemlH‘r 1924 to I3th March 1925 — Administered by the 
(governor under the Transferred Subjects (Temporary Adminis- 
tration) Rules. 

14th March 1925 t(» 24th March 1925 — Late Xawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali ('hnudhuri. 

25th March 1925 to 12th June 1925 — Administered by the Governor 
under the Tninsferred Subje<*ts (Temporary Administration) 
Rules. 

Idth June 1925 to 29th Deceml>er 1925 — Sir Abdur Rahim. 
(Transfer of transferred subjects suspended.) 

»‘10th Dec'emlier 1925 to 21st January 1927 — Mr. (now Sir) J. Donald. 
(Transfer of transferred subjects suspended.) 

22nd January 1927 to 25th Januarj^ 1927 — Sir Abdur Rahim. 

26th Januaiy 1927 t4> 28tli August 1927 — l^te Mr. B. Chakrabarty. 

29th August 1927 to 9th Chdober 1927 — .\dministered by the 
Governor under the Transferred Subjects (Temporarj^ Adminia- 
trntion) Rules. 
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JOth October 1927 to 2l8t February 1929~.Nawab Muaharruf 
Hoflsain. 

22nd February 1929 to 17th Derember 1929— Adminintered by the 
Governor under the Traiisfeneil Subjectu (Temiwrary Adminis- 
tration) Rules. 

18th DecemWr 1929 to date — The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja Naitiiu- 
uddin, r.i.E. 


^2) — AGRicri.TrRK and Industriks Departmen't (kxcuding 
Excise). 

3rd January 1921 to 3rd January 1924 — Eate Nawub Saiyid Nawab 
Ali Chaudhuri. 

4th January 1924 to 3l8t August 1924 — Mr. (now Hon*ble Sir) 
A. E. Ghuanavi. 

iKt September 1924 to 13th Manh 192b — Administered by the 
(roveruor under the Transferred Subjerts (Temporary Adminis- 
tration) Rules. 

14th March 1925 to 24th March 1925 — Late Nawab Rahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri. 

2Dth Marc h 1925 to 12th June 1925— Administered by the (if<>vernor 
under the ’rransfei red Subjects (Temjxirary Administration) 
Rules. 

13th June 1925 to 5th November 1925 — Mr. T. Emerson. (Trans- 
fer of transferred subjects suspended.) 

Rth November 1925 t<» 29th l)e<eml>er 1925 — Mr. (now Sir) J. Donald. 
(Transfer of transferred subjects suspended.) 

30th Derember 1925 to 21st January 1927 — I.ate Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri. (Transfer of transferred nule 
jecta suspended.) 

22nd January 1927 to 25th January 1927 — Sir Abdur Rahim. 

26th January 1927 to 28th Aujfust 1927 — Mr. (now ITon’ble Sir) 
A. K. Ghusmavi. 

2fHh August 1927 to 9th (hdolrer 1927 — Administered by the 
Governor under the Transferred Subjects (Temporary Adminis- 
tration) Rules. 

10th October 1927 to 30th July 1928— Sir P. C. Mitter. 

31st July 1928 to 12th October 1928 — Nawab Musbarruf Hossain. 

13th Oct4iWr 1928 to 2lst February 1929 — Haja Bhupendra Narayaii 
Sinha Bahadur, of Nasbipur. 
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22ncl February 1929 to 17th Dec'einber 1929 — Administered by the 
Oovernor under the Transferred Subjects (Temporary Adminis^ 
tration) Rules. 

18th December 1929 to date — The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 
Faro(iui. 


(8) — Priu.ic Works Dkvartment. 

8r(l January 1921 to Ilrd Jamiar\' 1924 — liate Nawab Saiyid Nawab 
Ali Chaudhuri. 

4th January 1924 to dlst Auj^ust 1924 — Mr, (now Hon’ble Sir) 
A. K. Ohusinavi. 

Ist September 1924 to 13th March 1925 — Administered by the 
Governor under the Transferred Subjects (Temporary’' Adftiinie- 
tration) Rules. 

14th March 1925 to 24th March 1925 — Raja (now Sir) Manmatha 
Nath Roy Chaudhuri, of Santosh. 

25tl» March 1925 to 12ih June 1925 — Administered by the Governor 
under the Transferred Subjects (Temporary Administration) 
Rules. 

13th Jum‘ 1925 to 5th November 1925 — Mr. T. Emerson. (Trans- 
fer of transferred subjects siispended.) 

Gth November 1925 to 21st January 1927 — Mr. (now Sin J. Donald. 
(Tran.sf(*r of transferred subjects suspended. "i 

22nd January 1927 to 25th January 1927 — Sir Abdur Rahim. 

20th January 1927 to 28th Aupust 1927— Late Mr. B. Chakrubartj. 

29th Aujrust 1927 to 9th October 1927— Administered hy ^the 
Governor under the Transferred Subjects (Temporary Adminis- 
tration) Rnlei. 

10th October 1927 to dtHh July 1928— Sir l\ C. Mitter. 

31 s( July 1928 to 12th October 1928 — Nawab Musharruf Hoasain. 

13th October 1928 to 21at February 1929 — Raja Bhupendra Narayan 
Sinha Bahadur, of Nnshipur, 

22nd Februaiy 192f) to 17th December 1929 — Administered by the 
Governor under the Transferred Subject.s (Temporary Adminis- 
tration) Rules. 

18th December 1929 to date — The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 
Faroqui. 
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Unstarred Quatiions. 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Government medical senrioe. 

102. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hoa’ble 

Minister in charge of the IxM'al SelMiovcrinnent Department 
be pleased to state whether any distinction is made at the time of 
appointments between the licentiates who get their education at the 
Government medical sclnxils like the ('ampbell Medical School, etc., 
and other private medical sch(K>lH like the Calcutta Medical School, tho 
National Me<lical Institute, etc. Y 

(b) Will the non’ble Minister l)e pleastnl to state the number of 
licentiates — 

(t) who had their education in private meilical institutions, and 

(?V) who ha<l their e<lucation from the (Jovenunent medical 
schools, 

holding (rovernment up|K)intiuents at present in the province? 

(c) Will the llon’blc Minister be jdeaw'd to state whether the 
graduates of the Cainudnud Meilical ('ollege and Calcutta Me<lical 
College are ts|uall\ t!(‘ated b\' the authorities at the time of selection 
for appointments;'^ 

(tj) Will the IToirble Ministtu' Ik* pleased t4> state how many 
gTaduat(*s of the — 

(7) Canuichael Medical College, and 
(2) Calcutta Medical College 

bav«i got opi>ointnient.s siiue the graduates of the Canuichael Medical 
were re<()gnis(Ml by the ('ulcuttu University? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (Mr. C. W. Gumer): (/i) Theie is nothing tc> prevent 
licentiates of nondTOvernmeiit medical schools standing cm their merits 
ns candidates for (roveniinent service on the same footing as lieentiates 
from other medical scluKils. 

(d) Si> far as can he nscertaine<l all licentiatea at present in Gov- 
ernment service were trainefl at Government schools. 

(r) The position is the same as in the aise of licentiates. 

(if) Rince 1922 one graduate of the Carmichael Medical Collegt^ and 
31 graduates of the Calcutta Medical College have been appointed to 
Government service. 
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Dr. AMULYA J|ATAN CHOSE: Will the Government be pleaeed 
to state why there is so much disparity with reg’ard to appointmenbi 
in Government service between candidates who pass out of Government 
medical schools and colleges and those who pass out of private s(>hools 
and colleges? * 

Mr. C. W. CURNER: It is impossible within the limits of the 
answer to a question to explain this fully but I may remind the 
meml>er that the Government institutions were originally created to 
meet the re(|uirements of (ioveriiment service, and have as a l^eneral 
rule attracted the most brilliant students; and that the alumni of 
these institutions have naturally come under the personal observation 
of officer^ whose re<‘ommendutioiis are taken into consideration by 
the appointing authorities. 


Prasafit politiaal situation and fall of ravanuo. 

103. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department l)e jdeased to stats 
whether the present inditical situation in Bengal has affected the Gov- 
aminent revenue? 

(b) If the answer to («> is in the affirmative, will the Hou^i)}# 
Member be pleased to state the heads of revenue affected and to whbt 
extent ? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. A. MARR: (a) Yes 

(h) The heads of provincial revenue affected and the extent of the 
fall during the quarter ending in June, 1930, under them, ns compared 


with the estimates in the budget, are: — 

Rs. 

VI-Excise 

... 9,77,000 

VTI-Stampo 

... 10,18.000 

IX-Registrntion 

... 2,71,000 

XVII-Administration of Justice 

78,000 


* 


The above fall is partly due to the present political situation anB 
partly to world trade depression. 


Maulal SYED MAJID BAKSH: (Question inaudible). 

Tlia Hofi*bft Mr. A, MARR: Sir, I could not hear the question. , 
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fhooUit tl PanOhananUfi and RamkristofHir Cliat Road, HoiMi. 

10% Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will tKe Hon blo 

Molakir in charge of the Police Deportment be pleased to state whether 
any sluooting by the police occurred at Panchanantala and Ramkristo- 
piir Ohat Road, Hownih, on the Gth May, 1930, or on other dates on 
whl(‘h hartal was observed during the mouths of May and June. 1930? 

If the answer to (a) is in the atlinnative, will the Hon'ble 
MeinKo he pleased toetatf* — 

(i) whether any inquiry* was held to ascertain whether the shoot- 
ing was at all justified: and 

(it) whether the shooting was under the orders of any responsible 
officer? 

(r> Tf so, under whose orders? 

The Hofi'Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (n) Yes, at both the 

places nieati-Mied an Gth May. 1930. 

(h) (}) Yes in both cases. 

(it) Yes. 

(r) At lamhauantala under the orders of Tns|KM“tor Brown. At 
^ .Eginkristopm (that Road bv the Su|>eri!itendent of Police, ITowrah. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: <(^iesttnn inaudible) 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: T ould not luai the 
ijue'tion. 


Rent suite on Tsmedi day at Bariaal. 

105. Maidvi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hoi bio 

Member in charge of the .Tiidicinl Department be please<l to lay on the 
table a stateiueiit showing — 

f/) the number of suit.s instituted on the Tamadi day, i.e., 15tb 
April, 1930, in the Central Court at Barisal; 

/ii) the number of suits which were at least registered within on» 
* month after filing; 

i'iii) the numlier of suits registered within two months after filing: 
^iv) the number of suits decreed ex parte within 75 days after filing; 
^ and 

fr') the* number of suits in which suinmonies have not tet been 
served ? 


25 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
the delay even in registering and serving the processes? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HofPble 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) (/> 10,729. 

(u) 2,843. 

(ill) 6,798 [including the figure shown in ( 71 )]. 

(tv) 1,326. 

(v) 1,091. 

(h) The main caus** of the delay i*' the law (>f limitation whicli 
results in about 90 per cent, of rent suits being filed on one day in the 
year. It is inifKissible for the ordinar>' staff to deal efficiently and 
(juickly w’ith this mass of rent suits. Othcn* causes are that most of 
the plaints are filed with insufficient court-fe<' stamfvs and that many 
are defective ami htive to l)e returned for amendment. 


Muhanmadan students in the Medical College and Camphell Medical 

School. 

106. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the I/'cnl '^elf-Cfovernment Department he pleased to state 
the present total numbei of Muhammadan students in the — 

(i) Meilical f\)lh*g4‘ ; and 
(//) (’amplM*ll Mdslical School? 

Mr. C. W. CURNER. </) In the Medical College. 133. 

(o) In the Camf>hell Medical School . 119. 


Issue of gun licences at Mymensingh. 

107. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon’hle Mi‘ml>er in charge of the Police Department aw’are — 

(i) that Hindus form a very* small percentage of the population of 
Mymonaingh ; 

(/i) that the unlettered and easily excitable rowdy elements are in 
great preponderance; and 

(till that the available police forc€* to take effective preventivo 
action is not adequate? 
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(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing gun 
licences more freely than at present to inw-abiding Hindus? 

(c) Is it a fact that before the last Muharram, g\ins belonging to* 
eleven respectable citisens of Mymensingh town were taken into custody 
by the authoritiea without assigning any reason? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there are 
any charges against those gentlemen for abusing the gun licence? 

(e) When are the said guns going to l>e returned to the owners? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (n) (i) Yes 

(ii) No. 

(nV) The police force is adequate for normal rwiuirements. 

(h) No, it is the I>istrict Magistrate who decides such questions. 

(c) and (d) The firearms were deposited fHMiding incjuirv into 
reports against the licensees for alleged misuse. 

The inquiry is still jx'uding. Ileturn of the weapt>ns will 
defxmd on the results of the iiKpiiry. 


Steamer ‘‘Condor.*' 

108. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI; ia) Will the 

lloii’blf Meiiilici III iluiigi* oi tilt* Maiiiie Dejiartnieiit be ])b»us<‘d to 
state 

IM the circunjstaiices under which th»* uccitlent of the 2Tth April, 
IJtdtl. happened to tiie ^teallle^ Condor: 

(o) tlie uiaMinuin capacity of the Condor for earrying passengers; 
(itf) the totiil nuinlier of j»a.‘*%engois tnivelling on Isiard the said 
steaiiHT on the 2Tth .\j>nl last; and 
(ir) the actual number of passengeis who lost their lives? 

(/>) Wll the Ilon’hle Meuil>er be jileused to state the length of 
service and exjierience of the serang who was in charge of (he Condor 
on the said day? 

fr) Is there anything on rec<»rd alnjut the efficiency or otherwise of 
the stiid serang? 

(d) Is it a fact (hat the serang of the said steamer was coni|»eIlecf 
under threats and intimidation from the Pilot Superintendent to anchor 
the steamer which i.** believed to be mainly responsible for the tragic 

dicasterf 
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(e) Will the Bbn’ble Member be pleased to state the approximate 
value of the k^ocIh, booked and unbooked, lost in that river accident? 

if) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleai^d to state mhether any 
forecast was published by the Meteorolofrical Department regarding the 
ajiprehension of any cyclone or storm of severe intensity on or before 
the 27th April, 1930 

ig) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’We 
Member be pleased to state why no precaution was taken by the steamer 
company concerned to avert this calamity? 

(h) Is it a fact that the rejaul of an apprehended cyclone was com- 
municated to the serangs in charge of steamers on the Padma service? 

(i) If the answer to ih) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Meinhei Ih* jdeased to state if any circular to the alnn'e effe<'t was 
iuHtied to the serang of the Conrfnr and other steamers of the I. G. N. 
Jiy. Si H. S. N. Cos.? If not, why not? 


Th^ Hm’bie Mr. A. MARR: ia) ({) The memher is refeiTed to the 
report of the Marine Court of Inquiry which has been published in the 
press : a cojiy has been placed on the libra ly table. 

(»/) 1, 350 by day and 911 by night. 

(///) and (Ir) The memher is referred to the report of the Marine 
•Court of Imiuiry. 

(h) Serang in charge 

1906-1915 — Served a® a sukhaui. 

1915 — Passed as second class Master <d an Inland Steam Vessel. 

1921 -First independent command. Since 1921 had command at 
various times of the following steamers:- A'lfc, Buzzard^ 
EagU\ Vulture^ Mahlong^ Falcon, Condor. 

(c) Nothing adveise. 

(d) So far as Goveiniueut can ascertain this is not a fac t. There 
vvas no Pilot Superintendent on l>oard and no suggestion appears any- 
V^'bere in the evidence that the Strang’s disi-retiou a as interfered with. 

(e> Cargo lost is estimated at Its, 15,932. There is no information 
regarding other articles. 

(/) No foreca.st nppreheudinir a cyclone was issued and no cyclaae 
•took place. ** Isolated thunderstorms*’ were forecasted on 25th April. 
No danger signals were up on 27th. 

(y) Does not arise. 

ik) No. 

<i) Does not ariaa. 
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Selling of gims by the police thirlng Deooa riotv 

lOSi Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state \thether 
it is a fact that during the Dacxa disturbances the guns of several « 
Hindu citizens, who used them only for i^rsonal safety by firing blank 
shots, were seized by the police ? If so, why ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Nine guns were seized 
from the Hindus of this city, l)ecause b}* firing blank shots the owners 
caused further panic amongst the public in general and irritated their 
neighbours. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is the Iloii'ble Member awuie 
that the reasons given for seizing the guns are contrary to the pntvisioris 
of the law? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would refer the member 
to the Arms Act. 

Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the Don ble Member 

l>e pletused to state whether the guns hn^e since Wen returned? It not, 
why not ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 do not know. 

Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the Ilonlde MemWr 
kindly see that the guns are immediately returned? 

The Hon’ble Mr, W. D, R, PRENTICE: If the gentlemen concerned 
will apply to the District Magistrals* he will paiw the necessary onlern* 
He is the proper person to pass orders in such cases. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hcm'ble 
Member in charge be pleased to state whether it is a fact that during 
the enquiry of the official Dacca Riots Enquiry’ Committee the members 
of the Committee asked the police to return the guns? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not an are of that. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Mav 1 know, 
how long these guns have Wen in possession of the police? 
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The HofiHHe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Memljer be pleased to state whether he does not consider that sufficient 
time has elapsed if the guns have been taken before the Mohurrum? 


The Hon’ble Mr, W, D. R. PRENTICE: It is a hypothetical question 
and I cannot answer it. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJi: Will the Hon hie 

Member ]»e pleased to state whether it is a fact that guns were seized 
from the public not for firing blank shots but simply for exhibiting 
the gunsy 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The District Magistrate 
can say. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: May I know. 
Sir, how soon can it be expecttMl that the guns will either be returned 
or lefusal (uder be passed!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That emjuirv might be 
nuole <*f the District Magistrate. I have no knowledge of tlie details 
of each case. 


Co-operative Bocieties. 

no. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industnes Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(0 the present number of Co-operative Societies in rural area« in 
Bengal ; and 

(it) the total amount of re.serve fund that has accumulated in all 
the societies ui> to March, 1930? 


Tho Hon’hio Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: (0 19,345. 

(ft) Bs, (15,51,339 up to 30th June, 1929 — later information is not 
available. 
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Touring by the ollicere of the Indit^nee Depertment 

111« Mfluivi ABDUL KARIM* Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture aud Industries Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing for the last five years the following 
details of touring undertaken by the different officers of the Industries 
Department : — 

(i) dates of departure from and return to headquarters in each 

tour; 

(ii) places visited in each tour; 

(Hi) object of each visit; and 

(iv) cost of each tour? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: (i), (ii) (in) 
and The meml)er is referred to the reply given to a starred question 
af4<ed b\ Ka/.i Enidadul H(M|iie at this meeting. 

The time and labour involved in furnishing the additituuil infonnu- 
tion reijuired in thi** (piestion \u»uld Iw very great and (lovemment 
are not pret)ared to undeitake it. 


Students in Technical schools. 

112. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the lloirble 
Minister in (barge (»f the Agriculture and Industries Dejiartinent l)e 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the total number of 
atudents receiving edtication in Technical sch(»ols during the years 
1918-20 and 1929-30? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: A statement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to vnstarred quentton No. 312 
showiny total number of studentx rereivinff education in Technirnl 
schools durtny 1018-20 and 1020-dll. 


Year. 

1918- 19 

1919 - 20 
1929-30 


Number of utmlenU re«^v- 
ing education in t4K*linM>al 
achoolii 

... 3,503 
... 3,425 
... 6,284 
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* 30 ? 

CxtamiM of nm iMi irt Jiqf«iagar-Maxil|Nir iUtion. 

113. Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department be 
pleased to state whether Government are considering the desirability 
of asking the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities to so extend the new 
approach road at the J'ayanagar-Maisilpur station as to meet the 
Municipal Road known as Thana Cims Road for the convenience of 
the passengers coming to the station fiom that quarter? 

MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble Mr. A. Marr): As passengers can easily approach the station 
by means of the existing roads, (toveinment do not consider it uecessaiy 
to ask the Railw'ay uuth(*rilies to extend the new approach road up 
to the Thana Cross Hoad. 


Bey fiieketere. 

114. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (o) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the INilitical Department l)e j>lease<l to state what 
is the present jxdicy of the (Tovernment in dealing with scIuM)lboys who 
take part in the civil disol>edieuce movement, e.g., the picketing of 
liquor shops, shops dealing in British goods, schools and < olleges, etc.? 

(6) Is beating included in that policy? 

(r) Will the Tlon’ble MemWr he please<i tti state the circunistanoeB 
tinder which iniuxent j»usser»-by in front of the Uowrah Zilla Sciiool 
were assaulted hy the police on the 4th. 5th, 7th, Bth, 0th, 10th and 
11th July, 1930, l>etween the hours of 10 a.m. and 12 mx>n? 

((/) Was any me<licul aid given to the injured persons by the police? 

(c) Is it a fact that daily a nuinl>er of young boys, peaceful 
picketers, particularly l>etween the ages of 12 and 18, were beaten to 
bleeding by the |M)li<e and that .some of these assaulted l>oys had to bo 
eairied to the hoepital by pa»ser«-by? 

(/) Ttow many boys of the Howrah Zilla School were beaten on the 
days mentioned alH)ve by the |>olice? 

(ff) How many boys of that school were prevented from attending 
the s('h(K>l on account of these occurrences? 

(/i) Whni steps, if any, do the Government proi>ose to take to pre- 
vent a recnirence of such assaults and of bringing the offenders to 
punishment F 
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of Government is to endeavour to pi'event such boys from beingr « 
nuisance. The method employed in any partiiular case must depend 
on the circumstances and must be decided by the officer dealing witb 
it. 

(r) No such case has been repoided. 

(<f)^Does not arise. 

(c) Picketers were chased away and some were struck. No bleeding 
was noticed, nor so far as is known was any l>oy taken to hospital. 

(f) Government have no information ; two of these boys complained 
to the head master, several dayf< after their alleged l)eftting, but had no 
marks of injury. 

(f;) Picketing kept several boys away, but the numl)ei‘s are not. 
available. 

(h) Eiideavimr" will W nuMle to prevent picketing. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: With reference to answer {h} 
will the Ron’ble Member be pleased to state, if endeavours take u long 
time to fructify, what will be tbe course of action of Government 
in connection with such assaults? Will these assaults cemtinue? 

TIm Hon’Wa Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICES I am not a prophf*t. 


Public Prosccutorf and Assistant Public Prscscutcrs in Rental ■ 

lift. Nnwab KHWAdA HARItULLAH: (n) Will the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department lie pleased to state the 
number of Public Prose<utors and Assistant Public Prosecutcjri in the 
province ? 

(b) Is it a fact that in certain districtw there is a list of proba^ 
tionary Assistant Public Prosec utors maintained for coping with heavy 

number of eeseione cnees P 

(c) How many of the Public Prosecutow and Assistant Public 
Prosecutors and Probationary Assistant Public Proseinitors ara 
Moslems ? 
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(d) Are the Government considering* the desirability of appointing 
more Moslems in this line? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that there is a feeling of dissatis- 
faction among the Moslem pleaders that they are not getting their due 
ehare of such appointments? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that in the district of Mymen- 
aingh the enrolment of pleaders and Assistant Public Prosecutors has 
created a feeling of dis<‘ontent amongst the Moslem community at 
large? 

(g) Is it a fart that the Public Prosecutor of Mymensingh is not 
consulted in the matter of selection of hia assistants? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Public Prosecutor of Mymensingh does not 
•distribute l>riefs amongst his assistants unlike the Public Prosecutors 
of the other districts? 

(/) Is it a fact that the said distribution is made by a Hindu Addi- 
tional District Magistrate? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (o) There nie ]'> com- 
bined posts of (Tovernment IMeader and Public Prosecutor and 11 
aeparate i»(»sts of Tbiblic Prosecutor. There is no recogniMul jiost of 
Assistant Public Prosecutor in the province. 

(h) Ni >: a jianel of outside pleaders is maintained in some districts 
and cases with which the Public Prosecutor caniif)! deal are distributed 
among meml>ers of the panel. Members of the ]>anel are sometimes 
ajKikeii of as Assistant Public Prosecutors. 

(r) Seven j)osts of Public Prose< utor are held by Muhammadans. 

(//) Selection for the post of Public Prosecutor is made on the 
recommendations of District Officers and Commissioners of Divisions 
who take into cunsideratioii all relevant facts before making their 
recommendations. The selection cannot be made on a j>urely communal 
basis. 

(e) No. 
if) No. 

(g) No. 

(h) and (/) The Public Pr<wcutor himself distributes cases among 
the tw’o senior assistants and appeals among all the assistants. Distri- 
bution of other surplus briefs is made by the Additional District Magis- 
trate in consultation with the Public Prosecutor. At present the 
Additional District Magistrate happens to be a Hindu. 
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Mtdrasahs and maktaiit. 


116* Mr. A. K. FAZL*UL HUQs Will the Ilon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleajied to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount spent during each of the years 19^1-22 
to 1929-30 on— 

(i) madrasahs (senior) ; 

(it) madrasahs (junior); and 
(til) maktabs? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Honlile Mr, Khwaja Nazimuddin): A statement showing the total 
expenditure from all sources on madrasahs and maktabs from 1921-22 
to 1928-29 is laid on the table. Figures for 1929.*30 as well as separate 
figures for senior and junior madrasahs are not available now. 


Stdteinvut refrrrvd to 

ni thr rcftljf to unstarrvd 

qurstinn ,Vo. 


Total oxix*n«liture on 
(1) Mndninnhi*. (2) 

In th(‘ year — 

Uh. 

Hs. 

1921-22 

0,53,003 

9.‘m.4H4 

1922-23 

0, (>4,075 

11.09.071 

1923-24 

7,12,007 

11.89.079 

1924-25 

7,72,135 

13.40.8S4 

1925-20 

8,84.448 

M.(i5.700 

1926-27 

10.41.001 

17,71 ,oH(i 

192T-2H 

... 11,59.101 

20.77,941 

H)28-29 

13.50,702 

22.35,479 


Estaiei sold for arrears of road and Public works cesses. 

117. Rai Sahib AK8HOY KUMAR SENS Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing how many estates were sold inr arrears of 
road and public works cesses in each of the districts of the Dw’ca, 
Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions (except the district of Darjeeling^ 
during the years 1928 and 1929? 
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Tiw Hon'ble Sir PROVEN CHUN.OER MiTTER S A statement 

is laid on the table. 

SuUement referred to in the reply to ungtarred question No. ^117 shovs^ 
ing the number of estates sold for arrears of road and Public Works 
cesses tn 1928 and 1929 in the Dacca, Chittagong and Rajshahi 
Divisions {except Darjeeling) . 




Number of estates sold i 



1928. 


Dacca Division — 

Dacca 


30 

28 

Faridpur 


23 

37 

Myinerisin^rh 


62 

62 

Bakar^anj 


7 

» 

Chittaj^injr Division — 

Chittagong 


67 

77 

TipiK'ia 


11 

8 

Noakluili 


Nil 

Nil 

Rajshahi Division - 

Raj shah i 


1 

1 

Dinujfitir 


3 

2 

’Jal[>aifruri 


Nil 

Nil 

Rangptu* 


Nil 

1 

Bogra 


Nil 

2 

Pabna 


2 

13 

Malda 


Nil 

Nil 


Total 

206 

230 


Rat Ullfb AKBHOY KUMAR SEN: Will the Honlde Member be 
pleased t<» state whether lieeides the estates mentioned in the statement 
there were several other estates which were attached hfy the Collectors 
for failure to pay road and pnWic works cesses? 

Tha Hatitila Sir RROVASH CNUNDER MITTER: Quite possible: 
I hare no information. 



IWM QUEMIONa . 

Vuiws opinions r^;ar«ng Rural Prinnry EduoaUon Bill. 


118. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of 
Nashipur: <<t) Will the Hon’ble Minister in chaige of the Kilucntion 
Department be pleased to state whether he has asrertuiiied the views of 
the agriculturist and the cultivating classes in general in conneotion 
wiih the^ propt>setl introduction of the Uural Primurj Education Hilly 

(b) U SO, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when and 
how they were consulted? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the result of such l onsultation ? 

frf) If the agi'iculturist and the cultivating classes have not been 
consulted, will the Hon’ble Minister 1m* pleaoed to state the misnns tor 
the some? 

(») Afe the Qoveriuneut considering the desirability of ascertaining 
ll'eir views on the subject aii<l of taking necessaxy action accM>rdingly ? 

Tht Hoii*Mg Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDINs (a) Yes. 

(h) Through their representatives in the Legislative (’ouncil fnim 
time to time since the report of the la‘*t Select (’oinmittee was joe-veiited 
to the Council. 

(e) No. 

Of) and Do not ariw. 

Mr. 8MAMT1 SHIKHARiSWAR ROY: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
uware that there is a large volume of publie opinion amongst 
ngriculturists and cultivating classes, as represented through their 
represen tati\'es in the I^egislative Coumil, in favour of sending the 
Primary Kducation Bill to a Select Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: That (pie tion uill Im* 
4iAcertained in a few days’ time. 

Rei llehedur KESHAB CHANDRA BANAR4I: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister ha pleased to state whether the opinions of District Ihuirds 
were taken in oonnection with the Bengal Primarj^ Education BillP If 
so, how many District Boards were consulted? 

Tht HoiMt Mr. KHWAdA N AZIMMOOrN S The District Ihmrdt 
limve not bee« eoasulted since 1926. 



398 QUESTIONS. [ 18 th Aug., 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Was the Pabna 

Difitrict Board consulted? 

Tha Hon’hla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It iras not consulted^ 
hut the District Board passed a resolution and sent a copy to me 
supporting the Bill. 

Mt. I. A. CLARK: May I know. Sir, whether any representatives 
of the coal industry were consulted? 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: A deputation of the 
coal industry* waited on me. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARill: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state whether leading jmblie associations of the 
province were consulted? If the answer be in the affirmative, will he 
be pleased t(» state how manv of these associations were in favour of 
the Bill and how many against? 

Tha HOfi’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Leading as.o<iations 
have not been <’onsulted '.ince 1 introduced the Bill in the last session 
of the Touncil. 


Reasaessmant of Sundarbans astatas. 

119. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MITTRA: Will the TTon ble 
Meinln'r in charg(‘ of the Bevenue lK'])artinent be plea.sed to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) the estates situated in the Sunderbans in the district of the 24- 
Parganita, Khulna and Bakarganj resjx»ctively, in resiiect of 
whii’h a reassessment of revenues has been made w'ithin tha 
last five years ; 

(iV) the elassification of sin h estates under the rules of 1853 and 
187}); 

(Hi) the rates of revenue of such estates Wfore reassessment ; and 

(ft’l the lutes at which revenues of such estates have been reassessed? 

Tha Hofl’bla 8ir RR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER& A atatement 

riving the necessary information is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to onstarred question No. 119, 

* ( A )-^24- P A H G Ajr.vs . 

A consolidated list of estates held under the Sunilerb«n Waste liontl* 
Rules of 1853 of which resettlements have Wen completed Wtweeil 
1928-30. 


Serial 

No. 

1 

Estate 

No. 

2 

Classjfieation 
of the estate 

3 

llatefl of reve- 
nue before 
n'atiaeaanient. 

4 

Rati*« at w hirh 
revi'iiueH of mn h 
eatatea have Immmi 
reaaaefnanl . 

fi 

Heinarkri, 

6 

1 

134r> 

I'ruier the 

Hulen (»f 

ls.^3. 

2 HH ]M'rbii;ha 
oil thre**- 

fourths of 
the an-a 

He 10. He. 1 11. 
Re. 1-14 ami Hh 

2 fM‘r biirha on 
thnv foiirtlii* of 
the area leaa 30 
per O'l'iit. 



1 :ir>o 

Ditto 

I >itto 

He i s. H«. 2. H*i. 
2-4 |MT biitha 
t litve-hairtliB of 

the ari'a leim 34) 
|H‘r rent 


•A 

1370 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Hx 2 per hitfha on 
thni* foiirifiH of 

the area lexx 3(» 
jMT <*ent 


4 . 

, 13:k 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Dltt4>. 


r, 

1403 

1 »tno 

Ditto 

Ditto 


ti 

I3.sn 

1 >ltfo 

Ditt(^ 

Hr 1 1 1 anil \U 3 h 
|HT butha on thn*^’- 
foiirt liH of t he area ; 
lfH» 30 |HT r4*nt 



13H| 

1 htto 

Dit t<t 

Hm 3-N fH-r biitha on 
thn*ef<iurthH of 

the an’a lew .3n 
fHT < < nt 


s 

13h7 

Di(t<i 

Ditto 

! 

I 

Kk 2 s atul Hh 2 12 1 
jH*rhinhaonthre<* 
f ourt hx of t he a rea 
h*xx 30 |xfr lent 


n 

1440 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Hh. 2 h anil !<*• 3 

per hipha on thn*e 
fourtha of the an-a 
le«M 30 |M»r lent. 


10 

1439 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Hx. 2 4 amt Rx 3 
f)er htitha on thr#'e- 
fotirthm of iIm' ar««a 
leMB .'ft» f»er f*ent 


11 

♦ 

1477 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Rh. 2-12 ami Ra 3 h 
per btielta on three- 
fourths of tli4* area 
less .30 jier c^ent 


12 

1370 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Hm. 2-14 ami Hs. 4 4 
per btgha on threi* 
fourths of the ar^-a 
less 30 fter eent . 
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Serial 

No. 

1 

Estate 

No* 

2 

Classification 
of the estate. 

3 

Rites oi reve- 
nusfbefore " 
raasaeaament. 

4 

.•Jiaies at which 
fevenoes of such 
^ktates have been 
reassessed. 

5 

^ Remarica. 

6 

% 

13 

1443 

Under the 

rules of 

1M63. 

2 as. per 

bigha on 

three -fourths 
of the area. 

Rs. 2 per bigha on 
three-fourths of ‘ 
the area less 30 
]^*r cent. 


14 

1371 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Rs. 2-10 and Rs. 3 
fx*r bigha on thrse- 
fourths of the area 
less 30 |H'r cent. 

Placed und^ 
khas manage* 
rnent on 

the recusancy 
of the lessees. 

16 

311)5 

DitU) 

Ditto 

Rs. 3 |H*r bigha on 
the eiiltivati d an»a 
less OO jjer rent. 



(B)- ^4-Pa*ganas. 

A coiifiolidated list of estates held under the .Sunderbuu Large 
^Capitalist Kules of 1879 of which ref»ett lenient s have been completed 
between 1926-30. 


1 

1302 

Under tlw' 

rules of 

IS70. 

4 as. (M'r bigha 
on thr<M»- 

fourths of 
the art'a. 

Rk 2-H jmt bigha on j 
thn*e- fourths of 

the an“a less 30 
per cent 


2 

2741 

Ditto 

Ditto 

1 Rs. 2 per higha on 
thnM' -fourths of 

the ar»*a less 30 
l^ier cent 


3 

2722 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Rs 2-H and Rs. 3 |H‘r 1 
higha on tlirt*!*- 
fourths of the area 
less 30 |>er cent. 


4 

2730 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Rh. 2-H ):>er bigha on 
thrw-fourths of 
the area less 30 
|>er i*ent. 


n 

2740 

Ditto 

Ditto 

S 09., Re. 1-10-H, 
Rs. 2-H and Rs. 3 
per bigha on three- 
fourths of the area 
less 30 jxr cent. 

Three- fourths 
of t he area 
being not 

fully eulai* 

vated differ- 
ent rates have 
been adopted. 

-fi 

1457 

Ditto 

8 as. p«»r bigha 
on three- 

fourths of 
the area. 

Rs. 2-4 |K*r biglia on 
tlm^t'-fourths of 
the area less 30 
per cent. 


7 

2H22 

Ditto . . 1 

4 as. per bigha 
on three- 

ftmrtlis of 
the area. 

Re. 1 and Rs. 2-8 per 
bigha on three- 
fourths of the area 
less 30 per cent. 

Lower rate for 
inferior lands. 

8 

2733 

Ditto . . 1 

Ditto 

Rs. 3 and Rs. 5 per 
bigha on three - 
fourths of the area 
lesa 30 per cent. 
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Serial 

No. 

1 

Eitate 

lio. 

. 2 

Claasification 
c^the estate. 

3 

Batca-of revc- 
[ nue before 
reassessment. 

4 

Rates at a hieh 
revenues of sueh 
estates have been 
reassesM'd. 

5 

Remarks. 

6 

9 


i 

Under the 

rules of 1879. 

6 as. per bigha 
on one- 

fourth of 

the area. 

Rh. 2 per bigha on 
three fourths of 
the area It'ss 30 
per cent. 


10 

2688 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Rs. 2 ami Ks 3-H fier 
bigha on thnn*- 
fourtlis <»f the area 
less 30 |MT <H*iit. 


11 

2714 

l>it to 

Ditto .. 

Ks 2 ami Ks 3-H |mt 
bigha <»H thnx'- 
fuurlhs of the area 
less 30 {XT tent. 

1 '29 aeres of 
hat lands 

have l>een as- 
sessed at the 
existing rate 
t>f lis. 20 |KT 
bigha plus 
the average 
net ineome of 
Ks. 263-13. 

12 

2719 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Rs 2 ami Us 2 10 K 
per bigha i>n three- 
ftiurths of 1 he art a 
h*HS 30 |H’r eent 


13 

2732 

Ditto 

4 as iHT biglia 
<in tlm*«‘- 

foiirtlm of 

the area. 

Rs 2 ami Us 3 fs r 
bigha on thret*- 
fourths of till' area 
leas 30 |H*r cent. 


14 

2721 

DlttiJ 

6 as. per bigha 
on three- 

fourths of 
the area 

Us. 2 ami Us 2 5 4 
fxT bigha on t h ret . 
buirths of the nrt-a 
lt*HH 30 jKT ci*nt . 


15 

2731 

Ditto 

4 as {XT bigha 
on three- 

fourths of 

the area 

Ks. 2-4 ami Us. 2-5-4 
{MT bigha on three - 
fourths of the an*a 
less 30 {XT cent. 


16 

2712 

Ditto 

h as jMT bigha 
on three- 

fourths of 

the area. 

Us 2-S {HT bigha on 
three -fourths of 

the area less 30 
per rent. 


17 

1446 

Ditto 

DitU> 

Us. 2-H ami Us. 2 12 
per bigha on t hree . 
fourths t)f the area 
lest 30 jier eent. 


18 

2807 

Ditto 

4 aa. per bigha 
on three- 

fourths of 
tlie area. 

Ke. 1 jMT biglia ami 
Rs. 2-4 |>er bigha 
on three-fourths of 
tlie area leas 30 
|MT cent. 

Lower rate for 
inferior lands. 

19 

2808 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Rs. 2-4 per bigha on 
three-fourths of 
the area leas 30 
per rent. 


20 

2711 

Ditto 

6 as. per bigha 
on three- 

fourths of 
the area. 

Rs. 2 and Rs. 2 10-8 
per bigha on three- 
fourths of tlw area 
bta .W per eent . 

j 
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^ [ 18 th 


Serial 

No. 

Estate 

No. 

Clamification 
of the estate. 

Rates of reve- 
nue before 
reassessment. 

Rates at which 
revenues of such 
estates have been 
reassessed. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

780 

Under the 

rules of 

1853. 

6 as. an acre 

Rs. 8-10 an acre less 
30 per cent, allow- 
ance to the lesscje. 



(B) — Khulna. 


908 

Under the 

1 2 as. an acre 

Rs. 2-6 an acre leas 


Lar^^^e Capi- 


30 percent, allow- 


talist rules 
of 1879. 


ance to the lessee. 

999 

Ditto 

1 2 as. an acre 

Rs. 2-6 and Re, 1 an 




acre less 30 per 
cent, allowance to 




the lessee. 


(C) — Khulna. 



995 

Under the 

Small CafM- 
talist rules 
of 1879. 

Re. 1 -8 an acre 

Rs. 2 and He 1 an 
acre less an nll<»w - 
anee to make the 
leaae«*H' allowance 
at not less than 
25 |>er cent, of the 
assets of the es- 
tate. 


2 

906 

DitUi 

Re. 1-8 an acre 

Re. 1-7-6 an acre. 


3 

997 

Ditto 

Re. 1 -8 an acre 

Ra. 2-10 an acre less 
an allowance so as 
to leave to the 
haoladar not less 
than 20 per cent, 
of the assets as 
his profits. 


4 

1000 

Ditto 

Re. 1-8 an mere 

Rs. 2-4 an acre. 


5 

1024 

Ditto 

Re. 1-8 an acre 

Rs. 2 an acre. 



Bakarganj. 

No suck estates baye been settled in Bakargranj within the 1& 
6 years. 
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lliaoliitiom on mtttfrt of gonoral pytiiio intofoot. 

[The on the resolution legarditifr inci'eased murrinjr 

grant to the ('aimichael Medical College and Hospital. Belgarhia, 
then resumed.] 

llai Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTTS Sir. on Friday last we 
w^e cfWWjji^ring the <[Uestion of an increased grunt to the Carmichael 
Hedit^l College. I jwinted out to the House how Government had 
spent a sufficient amount of money for the purjMwe of mMing 
Oiiedical retjuirements of the city of Calcutta. I also jaunted out 
for want of accommodation in the Calcutta hospitals diffirulticji 
«k|Kl oft^n arisen in ac('omm(»dating accident cases when they were 
brought to the Ijo.spitals. I further pointed out how the Carmichael 
Me<lical C<dlege and Hospital had lately imprt»ved to such an extent 
to he deserving of very sympathetic consideration at tlie hands of 
Ooveiniuent. Further, I pointed out. Sir. that in Calcutta the hospit^ila 
ireri* heeoining more arid more pctpular as a result of whii h large 
number nf persons who wen* at one time averse to going to hospital* 
were now resorting fiiMpicntlx to hospitals when they were si<'k. 
Taking all fhe^e thing’s mto ( onsideration, (f<ivernment ought to provide 
a larger -um o! nione\ loi the upkeep of the Cannicliael Medical 
College lloHjiital That i-> whv I tor mvself would w}iole-heart4*dly 
assmdate with thi^ re^oju^ion and pres> this House for voting an 
adilitional grant of IN. oO.tItHi to the Carmichael Hospital. 

■abu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir. I ii.se to support the 
resolution moved hy the Uevercrid H. A. .Vug. 1’hc lesolufion, as I 
unrlcrstaiid it. asks tliat the (iovernment grant of Us. Tdt.tKK) to the 
Curmiihael MeilicaJ ('olJege and Hospital he increased to Us, l.tKt.tlUU* 
Sir. we oli know that in the whole of India, particularly in Bengali 
a very large niunlier of persons suffer he< ause they cannot have me<lic.al 
hfdp, and a great many of them die without any medical help and 
without any opportunity of having any mediral help. Sir. ihn 
Carmichoid Medical College is the only institution in this provinof 
other than the Calcutta Medical College which offem up*to>dat« training 
in and surgery. It is. therefore, an institution which i« 

a proirljioe like Bengal i« deserving of spec ial support from Government. 
That ifgiipplies a real need to the students is apparent from the foci 
that there is a very large number of applications every year for 
admission this college and not more than one-tenth of those 
applications can W entertained on account of want of space and staff. 
It is. tdierefore, nec'essary that the fJoverninent grant shi«uld he increased 
in order that this institution may W really useful to this province. 
Sir, the fnsfiitution was estahlished with contributions from the publioi 



404 


RESOLUTIONS. 


flSrii Avg., 


and it received later the help of Government. It is now a large 
iuHiitution with several hospitals and museums attached to it. It is 
one of the largest institutions in the province, and a large part of the 
development that has taken place has been due to help from the public. 

3-45 p.m. 

The Government contribution has not been to the same extent a» 
tlie public emit iibiitions. Tt is, therefore, neces.snrv that Government 
should come forward to help this institution. As regards the hospi&l, 
it should lie reunembered that it is situated on the fringe of an industrial 
area, the (^issipore-C’liitpore area, where there is a large number o| 
mill and factoiv hands to whom the medical facilities afforded by 
the Carmichael Me<licnl College Hospital serve an exceedingly use^l 
purpose. Tt is, therefore, spe<ially necessary that Government should 
come forward with a proposal t-o help this institution. I therefore 
nholelieartedly supiMirt the resolution. 

Mr. C. W. CURNER: Sir, it is an uncongenial task to rise to 
opjKise a resolution asking for an additional assistance to a particuljwp 
hospital. At the same time I feel that this resolution serves one useful 
purjiose in drawing attention to one of the most remarkable features 
of hospital accommodation in Calcutta. It is a feature to which the 
lute Minister drew attention in the speech he made at the luncheon 
HI the Rotary Club a few days ago, namely, the enormous proportion 
of expenditure on hospitals in Calcutta that is borne by Government. 
The exa(‘t figuies for the last three years show a total expenditure 
of Its. lakhs, out of which 11s. 57 lakhs w'ere paid direct by Govern- 
ment. T think there is no other large city, in which so large a share 
of hospital services rendered simply toi the c ity is borne by the State. 
No\r, (lovernment have nothing but praise for the Carmichael Medical 
College and Hospital, and it was particularly welcome, because it 
WOH the first institution to bnnik away from the tradition of hospital 
servic*e in the c ity being a direct onus on the State. The Carmichael 
Medical College Hospital came forward as a private institution offering 
to supplement what was being done up to that date by the Medical 
College Hospital. It is just a littb* disconcerting, therefore, to see 
that as time gc»es on this c'ollege and hospital are drifting into this 
attitude of depending on the State, and not on private charity for 
extension of their hospital services. When the time comes that an 
advance is possible towards provision for medical service in the budget 
of Bengal, there must certainly be a wholesale scrutiny of direct 
expenditure and expenditure on grants-in-aid, but that time has not 
yet come, and least of all this year. We are in a position in the 
Medical Department in whit‘h it is quite out of the questloti to 
rontemplate any new expendkui-e which is not absolutely necessary 
or to which Government is not already committed, as for in^nnee, in 
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the case of these tfo medical schools. Government is faced with th# 
same difficulty in rej^ird to its own institutions, and however jyreat 
the sympathy it is impossible to m cept a resolution demandinff out- 
right an extra grant of Hs. 50,(MH> and a recurring grant of Its. 50.000 
for one particular institution. I think perhaps at the co**t of showing 
up the Medical Department T might try to >ho\v to the Council how 
the pinch is felt by the Medual Department and (foverument 
'^institutions. Suppose you welcome to Cubuttu a strangtu* interested 
ill medical affairs, and take him to the north town. There you would 
show him in the coinpunnl of the Medical College a jialatinl three- 
storey structure, lie iaise> his eyes and asks, “What is it^” You 
say in reply. “Well, \\c have built that: it is an exteiwion of the 
Eden Hospital.*’ “What a boon," he say**, “to expeitant mothers!** 
“Yes," y()U reply; “and they imint expect a long while yet. for that 
Iniilding is einptv from top to bottom and is likely to be so for 
.several years, liecause (lovern merit cannot find money for recurring 
e> penditure.” Y(»u then g») to the south town, and take him to another 
institution ami sav “lleie is a ward for < onsumptives.” “How many 
patients" lie empines. * l’atients“ um “we cantioi afi'ord patients, 

The ward is emjitv for want of funds.” Ymi then take him to 
the magnificent lahoia»or*v of tlie Medieal ('ollege wlieie he finds 
anti(]uated instruinetits in ii-e as rnnioscopes ; \ou say: “Phis micro- 
scope is 'Jll \eaf-. (dd, we luive a-ked for funds to replace them and 
.somewhere tlieie is a file si ill ^oing round the Secretariat entitled 
‘Is a nneroseope t<»o (dd at twent\ y’ ** Then \«»u take liim to another 
institution where you find a benevolent l<H>kirig gentleman walking 
up and down who tells y(ni that he is waiting for the butlders. You 
say, “Builders!" “Well," he explains, “two years ago in my kiridnesn 
of heart 1 deposited with (foveinrnent Hs. 50,(HI(f to im reuse accommoda- 
tion in that institution and I am still waiting for the w(»ik to begin; 
and I shall have to wait for Munetirne to I’orne beiuuse Government 
has not lieen alile to find the little extra re(|uire<i to stipp|(*ment my 
gift." These are the instutieeH in Calcutta. If you go outside 
Calcutta, you find patients in rnufassal lo^spitals adrnitt«‘dly ou 
iuude<iuate diet alb*wan( e; you find grants to those bospitalH admittedly 
inuilwiuate, but we cannot find fumK to iais»* them. Why should 
the Calcutta institutions have preference <*vcr tlieni'y Wlien this ia 
the |M>hition. how impossible it is for (lovernnient to admit the principle 
of a recurring increase in the grant tt) the (Jarmii hael Medical (’ollege, 
which is intended to increase the number of beds and to improve the 
staff. How can Government increase the number of beds in a private 
institution when it cannot fill the wards in its own institution t* 
Moreover there cannot l>e any finality almut this increase of l)eds in 
Calcutta hospitals. When you increase the numl>er to i?(f, you retjuire 
6U more; when you add 50, you need another 100. In the matter of 
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hospital accomhiodatioii m Calcutta the waters of «u|^en&g will over- 
flow however you deepen the cup. " * 

There is one other point which I should put before the House 
before I sit down and that is the constitutional aspect of the question. 
Tt does seem to me a mistake to put foiward a resolution in favour 
of a particular institution when obviously it is only by considering 
the needs of all the institutions through the schedules that some 
lisasoned policy can be worked up. ‘'What is thy beloved more than* 
another beloved/’ it 8ay» somewhere in the bf)oks from which Mr. Nag 
quoted. That is a question I would put to the mover of the resolution. 
What sjiecial claims has the Cariniihael Medical College got? The 
Oalcutta Medical School, which is being built in north Calcutta and 
which is starting work, also demaiub greater grant. This claim has 
got to be comparatively considered along with other waiting projects 
through the scheme. 


1 have now put fom*ard the grounds to you why there is no hope 
in the imnietliate future, and ahov*? all this year, of an increase of 
Bs. in the recurring grant to the Carmichael Medical College. 

At^ the same time after obtaining the necessary authority from the 
Hon’hle the Finance Member I am able to put foiward a formula, 
which goes some wa> towards meeting the resolution and which I 
understand the mover of the resolution will accept. It is this: I can 
nay on liehalf of the e^tisting Ministry, or I am sure, of any Ministry 
to come, that the ap])lirution for an increased grant to the Carmichael 
Medical (’ollege will he favourably considered by the Ministry when 
increa.se<l financial resources for the Medical Department become 
available in the budget. 1'hnt is as far as any (Joveinment, with 
a consisteiit financial policy, (-an po.s.-ibly go, and I hope the mover of 
the resolution will accept my assurance and withdraw liis motion. 


ftdvttrtfncl B. A. NAG: I am very >oriv t(> hear this pes.simistic 
speech from a Government member. I was simply amazed to hear 
the (jovernmcnt member making a tiistinction between the sick and 
suffering in Government hospitals and those in the private hospitals. 
However, in view of the fact that the resolution has the wholeliearted 
aupport of the Council and has been so sympathetically treated by 
Government, I beg leave to withdraw the resolution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following resolution was called but not moved and therefore 
deemed to he withdrawn : — 


K« G« RAT OHAUDHURIS “This Council recommends to the 
^)Q|9vemment that a Committee composed of officials and non-officials 
formed to inquire into the conditions of employment of the staff 
the Process Serving Kstablishment in Bengal and to recommend 
Raeessitry improvements.” 
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Mtnivi AilUL KASEMs I beg to move that this CouDcil recomtuenda 
to the GKivernm^ut — 

(0 that the cost of the Presidency IVdice be realised by taxation 
from the citizens of Calcutta: 

(ti) that the cost of the Town Police in other municipal areas in 
Bengal be similarly realised from the residents of the 
municipal towns and l>e not met from the Provincial 
Revenues, as is the case now; 

ttif) that the savings in the Provincial Revenues thus caused be 
utilized for the improvement of agriculture ami sunitatioQ 
iu rural Bengal ; and 

(ir) that the nec'essary legislation for the purjH)se be introduced 
without delay. 

Sir, I moved a resolution on almost similar lines in the winter 
session of 19‘.?1, and after the cold rec'eption it rec'eived in this HduM 
it is nothing short of xheer rashness on my port to bring it ngnil 
for disciiMioii. Sir, if I have ventured to do so. it is hec'auiie 1 iHrtd 
among my <*olleagnies some stalwart champions of rural Bengal, and 
I hojM* tliey will be able t(» advoc’ate the eause of rural Bengal with 
greater abilitv. M’he second reason w'hieh has led me to take this 
step is that Sir Aiihur Moberly, (hen Mr. MoWrly, in charge of the 
Political Department, in reply to (hat resolution held out tlie hope 
that, on n futuic occasion if every municipality was included in my 
profM)Hal firr (he taxation which will relieve the provincial revenues 
of the cha rge of tiie Previdency Prdice--and there was n consensus of 
opinion in (his Ibmse — (iovernnicnt would then l»e prepared to consider 
it. At the Mime time, he added that it would Iw not particularly for 
the improvement <jf rural areas, but for «»ther financial needs of Bengal. 

I have no quarrel with the citizens (»f (’alcufta. I live in ('ulcutta 
occasionally, and I am as mu< h interested in the city of Cab uttu 
as anyone else. If 1 want the (’ab-utta people to Ik* taxed, it is 
•imply Iwause I feel that the people of rural Bengal have their need* 
and re(|uirement.s very sadly neglected. 

4 p.m. 

For some years past the policy of Government has been to help 
the huilding-up of cities, to encourage and help local municipalities 
by financial assistance and otherwise. Wause its motto is that it should^ 
booefit a large number of people within a small area who congregnit; 
there. The needs and requirements of people living ip rural arei|f 
«iid yiila^ have studiously been neglected by Government. *t' 
irabmit» Sir, that Government has lieen guilty of criminal negUgenae^ 
in this rcsDect. 
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that Government should help them in providinj? -"for the OTpply of 
pure drinking water, for improving sanitation, for spreading education; 
for extending medical relief, and for improving agriculture, the 
stereotyped reply that we get is that Government is in entire sympathy 
with the proposals, and that it will do its best to help us, but that, 
unfortunately, financial difficulties stand in the way. But whenever 
cities and towns approach (ioverninent for financial help on 
these accounts, I am sorry to say that it does not find any financial 
difficulty. The result is that the rural people are neglected. They 
are not vocal and they have not the oppK)rtunity — I might say the 
abilify — to press their case — and press it strongly — before Government. 

Sir, 1 submit that both (fovernment and the leaders of public 
opinion must remember tliat it is the rural population which constitutes 
the bulk of the people of Bengal. It is these rural people who are 
the hieud-winners of the whole province. It i.s their labour, it i.s their 
energy, and it is their work that feed the whole of Bengal. Where 
would Ik^ f>ur trade and commerce, where would be our ]»rofessional men^ 
but for the agricultural population of the lural areas ^ They are the 
real pnolucers of wealth, hut it is a matter of deep regret that they 
are the most neglected people in the whole of the province. 

Sir, we uere told on the last oicasion — at least 1 was told — that 
Cubutta needs many impiovements, and that Calcutta recpiires many 
things for its amenities. The reason given is that it is an imperial 
city, it is a great city, the capital city of the uhole jirovime, and that 
for the good name of Bengal, it is only fair that it sljould be a magnifi- 
cent city. I (juite sympathise with that idea — with this aspiration of 
Government. But what I regret to notice is that for the advantage 
of the (*itY of (hilcutta, we, the people of the mufassai, are being asked 
to pay. We would luiNe been <inly too glad to pay if we could afford 
it, but as our own needs cannot be met from our funds, I regret that it 
is not possible for us to do so. It is common knowledge that the 
agricultural population of Bengal is gradually deteriorating, and if 
things go on as they are at present, at no distant date will the 
agrb’ulturists come to such a pa.ss that the effect of their distress will 
lie felt by Government and the people alike. 

Sir, Bengal — nay India — is an agricultural country. We live by 
agriculture, but what has lH*en done during the last 100 years, either 
for the improvement of agriculture or for the benefit of the agricultur- 
ists. I am not exaggerating if I say that the common people are 
not getting any medical relief in disease and sickness. They have 
also no education, and whenever there is a demand for either the one 
or the other they are told that they must pay for them. If the 
Question of educating the people of Bengal is mooted, we are told that 
the idea is a very nice one. but that we must come forward with a 
crore and a half for the purpose, and that we must tax oureelvea* 
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So far as I am couched I am quite agreeable to such proposals, but I 
see no reason why people living in municipal towns in general, and 
in Calcutta in particular, should not be made to pay their quota to 
the provincial exchequer. Calcutta and the mufa*isal towns contrihute 
very little to the provincial revenues. From Calcutta, except the 
Excise revenue, nothing comes to the provincial exche<iuet. Sir Arthur 
MoWrly told me that it did not matter whether the taxes paid by 
the people of Calcutta go to the Central Government or to the Ibovincial 
Government, rhe fact remains that the people of Cuhiitta do pay. 
My answer to this is that as Calcutta i** an Imperial city and us Calcutta 
is a great asset to the ('entral Government, the latter Government- 
should pay for the maintenance of its magnificent police. 

Sir, it is not very <'orrert to say that Calcutta jmy> heavily. No 
douht the custenns duties are reiili*-ed in this city. No doubt a huge 
amount of income-tax is realised in this eity. Hut may 1 point out 
that though the customs duties are colle<'tetl in ('ahutta, it is netunlly 
paid liv j)e<q»le fiom all <»ver tliis province and from other provinces 
as welly Calcutta is no douht a hig cit> , and a great city lihe this 
require*' a magnificent pcdice force. I utlniit that. Hut "hat I insist 
upon iv that ('ah utta should he made to pay for it. Sir. the improve- 
ment of inunK'ipal towns and the amenities whi*h are piovided there 
are larirel\ lespousihlc |nr tempting niral pe<q>le»-evcn well-to-do rural 
people— to migrate to sm h towns. The lesult has been iliat t»ur villagers 

t|,o p(u*r ( ullivators- "ho are absolutely helpless, have hfMUi left, to 

shift foi themselves, The> have Hot the means to provide any of 
the amenities which are enjo\ed by people in municipul towns; neither 
have they the ability and eiu*ig> to take steps so that something might 
lie done f<u them liy (iovernment. Our territorial magnates— the 
big stauiindai — are attiacted by the eoiivenieiiees and loinforts which 
they can enjoy in Calcutta, and. theiefoie, there is u tendency on 
their part to migrate to it. I humbly submit that the money which 
is at present spent out of provincial revenues on Presiiieney Polled 
should he diverteil other channels m that agriculture, irrigation, 
ianitation, etc., may lie improveil in the rural areas. 

Sir, we have lieen told repeatedly that (iovernment is deeply 
concerned with the conditions of life prevailing in rural Hengal. 
Commissions sit, committees delilierate, and repents are publifdied as 
to how to improve such conditions. What is the result after allK 
Some expert’s opinion is taken and perchance some quinine is 
distributoil, or somt* dispensaries opened here and there. The 
distribution of ({uinine or anv other medicine wdll not remove the 
miseries of the people of Hengal ; neither will the opening of an 
occasional djspensary. If we can get good drinking water, if wa 
ean get a good drainage system so that our homesteads and lands 
may not be water-logged, and if there are sufficient facilities for 
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t!l#n and then only will our agricultural population ijo^pmire. 
If they have better food and better clothing, which will enable tham 
tp fight disease Better than they can at present, then nnd then only 
will their condition be improved. Sir, I think I need njgt labour Ibis 
point further. My point is that the Calcutta Police is a part of fbe 
whole provincial police, and if Calcutta is asked to pay for it, why 
should not the other municipal towns in Bengal be asked to do the 
sameF 

Sir, we, the people of the rural areas who are admittedly poorer 
, than the citizens of Calcutta and of other municipal towns, have to 
pay for our own wnt<*h and ward, while the richer people, the big 
magnates and millionaires of Calcutta as well of the wealthier 
inuni<‘ipul towns are not asked to pay a single pie for their own watch 
and ward and for their own police. 

I<et us take the case of the Traffic Police- in Calcutta, on which 
a large sum spent annually out ot provincial revenues. What does 
it matter to a man in a village in the inufassal if a motor-car collides 
with a bullock-curt or if a bullock-carl collides with a tram-car? 

T was told on the last occasion hy Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy 
that we the people of rural areas come and live in Calcutta, and that 
therefore we should he as much interested in the maintenance of 
peace and order in this city us the residents of Calcutta itself. vSir, 
1 submit tlfat temporary residents like us who come to Calcutta have 
not to pay for the pcdice. They pay for the hou'^e-rent, they pay for 
their living expenses, and it is to the advantage of the (dtizens of 
Calcutta that all such j)e(»ple *ihould come and live among them. 
From whatever direction we come — either from the east or from the 
west — we have to pay gate money for admission to this cit}-, which 
is spent on its improvement. 

I am myself proud of this magnificent city, but when I look to the 
niral areas, when I look at the miseries of the agricultural population 
there, then 1 feel that it is high time that something were done for the 
countryside. 1 would only be too glad if Government — if the Hon’ble 
the Finance Member of the (iovernment of Bengal — would come foward 
and say: “liet Calcutta and the raufassal towns alone. I shall be 
prepared to supply funds for removing your grievances — for providing 
for medical relief, sanitation, education, etc.” If Government would 
find money for these purfwses I would only l>e too glad. I have brought 
forward this resolution on the Presidency Police, Im’ause I found no 
other means of securing funds for ourselves. 

Sir, I cannot agree with those of my friends who express the pious 
hope that, after the next instalment of constitutional reforms and alter 
a new financial settlement is made, somthing will be done lor Bengal, 
by which our finances will so improve that we shall hare sufficient 
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lunds for satisfying all our needs. I do not share that pkraaliape. On 
tlio *%ontrary, I am afraid, Sir, that under the new oonstitution otff 
4x)>ense$ will increase so enormously that even our ordinary needs ndH 
he provided for. We all remember that after the first instalment 
of Reforms ihe people of Bengal had to be taxed to carry on the ordinary^ 
lunctions of Government. And I shall not perhaps be wrong if I am 
of the opinion that the next instalment of Reforms will add to our 
burdens and that there will be fresh taxation 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are you driving at, Manlvi Sahib? Is it 
your case that the money whi<h is now spent on the judice force in' 
Calcutta from the general revenues of the province sho\»ld be diverted to 
the rural areas. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8BM: Exactly so, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But T am afraid you hare exhausted much of 
your time in l>eating alKiut the bush. Instead of talking at random you 
had bett(*r confine your remarks to your case with a view to j)roperly 
develope it. 

4-15 p.m. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: .M> case is that if 1 want the people of 
Calcutta to b(‘ tax(*(l, I wanted them to be taxed on this understanding 
tluit the inonev so rais«‘d must be ear-marked for the benefit of rural 
areas and not tor anything else. 1 submit, Sir, that as there is no other 
source of revenue from whicli we can get some mo?iey for the relief of 
rural arejis, thi.s House will accept my resolution. 

Rii BihAdtir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: .Sir, before I begin to speak 
in opiKising Mr. Abul KuHem's resolution, may I have your ruling, as to 
whether the third portion of the resolution “that the Ravings in the 
Provinrial Revenues thus caused be utilised for the impro^'cment of 
agriculture and sanitation in rural areas,” if occepted, will not clash 
with any of the rules on the subject. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It does not matter, as the resolution, even if it 
were carried, would go up to Government as a mere recommendation. 

Rai Bahaiiir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: With all respect to the 
Chair, m$iy I enquire, for our information, whether any resolution, 
although it is a mere recommendation, should not be so drafted, that it 
mmy not hereafter clash with any of tbe rales F 
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Mri PRMIDENTs If any definite action in taken on the basis of 
this renolutioil, difficulties may arise but these may be obviated by 
obtaining necessary sanction from proper authorities, as provided in the 
Government of India Act. As it is merely a recommendation of tjbe 
Council, I do not think there should be any objection at this stage. 

Rai Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, I rise now to oppose 
Mr. K asenrs resolution. I am here as a representative of the citizens 
of Calcutta whose interests would lie nuu h jeopardised if the Council 
accepted the motion. 

Mr. Abul Kasem’s resolution is only an echo of the debate we had 
in the Council in 1921 on almost a similar resolution moved by Mr. A. C. 
Dutt. The Ciovernment of Bengal afjpointed a C\)niinittee to con.sider 
the inciihuic’e of tlu* cost of thc‘ (Silent ta Police with spc'cial referenc-e to 
the possihility of its being met either wholly or in part from the prc^ceeds 
of the* pcdir(‘ rate*. The ( ’omniittc*e was presided over by Mr. C. H. 
Ilouipas, who was Chairman of the Calcutta Imj)rovement Trust at that 
film*, and Itai Bahadur Hamtaran Banerjee, and my late esteemed 
friciiid, Hai Badhacharan Pal Baiiadur represented the ('oi’jmratioii on 
the ( oiiiinittc‘e. The C'ominittee were divided in oj)jnion. This C^om- 
niittcM* gave a synopsis of the earlier liistorv of the diseussion in para- 
graph (I of tlieir report wliich was submitted to Government in May, 1922. 
1 (luotc* from tliis paragraph 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. The C'ouncil stands adjourned 
for prayers. 

I At 4-20 p.m. the C outicil was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-00 p.m. I 

Blhlduf HARIDHAN DUTTs Sir, the (|uotation runs as 
follows : — 

**In the 18th century the expenses of the watch and ward of the 
city as well as of cHmservniU'y and road repairs were defrayed from the 
prcM-eeds of a local rate. In the first half (»f the 19th century the 
Govermnent made over to the Municipality tlie receijOs from the Akbari 
tax and supplemented the yield of loc'al taxation by donation from 
general reveuue.s. In JvH47 Government assumed entire re8|>onsibility 
for the police administrntiou of the town. In 1S64, Lieutenant-Ckilouel 
Bruce. Inspecdcw-General of Polic'e in India, animadverted on the 
anomaly of the nou-contribntiou by the city towards the cost of its own 
protection. Shortly after, the Government of India laid down the 
principle that the expenses of the police maintained for the service of 
the town should be defrayed by its inhabitants. From 1867 a police 
rate was levied in Calcutta. Till 1876 the Justices of the Peace exercised 
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contool over the budget of the Commissioner of Police. After 1881 M 
a reiiult of liord Ripon’s Government’s resolution on dei'ontralisation 
and local selLgovernmeiit the Government took over the expenditure 
of police, and in 1888 the Corporation of Calcutta were admitted to the 
benefits of this policy. By Act II of 1888 the Corporation were relieved 
of their contribution to the cost of the city police on condition that the 
Corporation spent annually not less than 8 laklis on works of sanitary 
improvements in the areas which were then amalgamated with Calcutta. 
The Government of India assigned to the provincial revenues a sum 
equal to two-tldrds of the police charges assumed by the Local Govern- 
ment on the understanding that petroleum stored or consumed in 
Calcutta should be exempt from local ta.xation so long as it was s\jbject 
to an Imperial customs duty.” 

Sir, the Government Committee, to which 1 referred at the beginning 
of my remarks, on the basis of tlie figures supplied by the Commissioner 
of Police, found that the estimated expenditure for 1921-t^2 for police 
establishment in (’alcutta was •t,5fi,12,(K)0. They laid down that 
Rs. 14,t>0,()(K) would be the cost of the police maintained exclusively for 
the benefit of the toAvn, and taking credit for certain nu-eipts under the 
l\)lice ami other Acts to which the town is obviously entitled they 
Te]>orted that the city \umhl be reijuired to pay not more than Rs. 12 
lakhs yearly t4)wards the cost of the police. The argumiuits for and 
against the imposition of a pidice rate are set out in paragraph 14 of the 
Committee’s Report ami it is unmn essary to reiterate tluun and take the 
time of tlie IloUvse. 

The whole suggestion emanates from a strong feeling which seem to 
prevail among the representatives hailing from the mufassal that they 
have to contribute disproportionately towards the cost of the heavy 
establishment wltich is needed for the special riMpiirenuMits of (he city. 
They forget, however, that the city contributes a great deal more towards 
provincial and imperial revenues in the shape of income tax, excise dues 
and other bums, for which it can claim s|M'<'ial consideration in other 
direc tions. Moreover some members seem to ignore the fact that the 
considerations which led Government to grant relief from jwilic e charges 
in 1888 hold goml to-day as strongly as before. 

The (Virporation are in the middle of a big water-supply scheme 
which will cost the city about Rs, 2J crores and it will entail an addi- 
tional annual expenditure of 25 to 27 lakhs of rujiees or so, on account 
of interest and sinking fund charges on the capital outlay and the 
increased cost of upkeep of the new machinery installed at the pumping 
atations. The Corporation, I understand, have just approved of schemes 
for the improvement of the internal drainage of the city and for a new 
outfair estiuiatetl to cost Rs. 95 lakhs. These two schemes will have 
to be taken in hand almost immediately. Besides these colossal ohliga- 
tioiis, the Corporation have since 1922 assumed the responsibility for 
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the improvefhent of primary education in Calcutta. Althou^^h under the 
arrangement with Government, the capital cost of erecting school 
buildings is apjKirtioned betw'een Government and the Corporation in 
itic proportion of 2/drdB and l/3rd, the whole recurring cost is to be 
borne by the Corporation. Whereas the expenditure on education and 
public instruction amounted only lls. 1,48,000 in 1923-24, it has gone 
up enormously and the budget for the current year provides for aj| 
expenditure of Ks. 12 lakhs. When the final scheme for primary educa- 
tion is given effevt to in C'alcutta the total recurring expenditure will 
amount to Rs. 22 lakhs. The Corporation have also been assuming 
incTeased responsibilty in regard to medical relief, although the previous 
history of the matter will convince anyone that the responsibility for 
medical relief in Calcutta rests almost entirely on Government. The 
expenditure in 1923-24 on hospitals and dispensaries amounted to 
Ra. 3,60,000; the budget for the current year provides for an expenditure 
of Rh. 8,61,000. Owing to the difficulty of raising loans which the 
Corporation has been experiencing in recent years in common with the 
Goveriimcmt of India and other Governments, I understand, many 
urgent schemes of iiiifirovement have been held up. 

Sir, another circumstance which has greatly added to the difficulties 
of the (\»rporntion is the addition of Manicktollu, CV)ssipore-Chitpore and 
Gftr<l«*n Reach. If tlie improvement of those areas is taken in hand, 
as it sliould be, with s<une imagination and foresight it would be ])ossible 
to (b»velop them into rii<'e residential suburbs to relieve overcrowding in 
Cab’utta. The improvement of these areas will require a mint of money 
,ijnd it wtmld be a great pity to throttle the activities of tlie ('orp(>ration 
in undertaking the development of these areas by seeking to impose 
additional burdens on it. On the top of these things is the additional 
rate which the citizens will have to contribute towards the cost of the 
new liowrah bridge. 

4-46 p.m. 

These ('onsiderattons will I hope convince the members that the 
arguments against the imposition of the police rate still hold goml as they 
were in 1922 when the Gove.rnment Committee submitted their report. 
The city d(»es not get its return for the full amount of the income tax 
it contributes, nor for the canal tolls, a portion of which at any rat4^ 

. ought to belong to tlie city but they go to the provincial revenue entirely, 
The amusement tax which is essentially a local revenue has also been 
appropriated by Government. I must depreciate strongly the attempt 
to pick out one item of expenditure while ignoring altogether the heavy 
contributions that the city makes to the provincial revenues. 

With these wordi I emphatically protest against the attempts of 
Maulvi Abul Kasem and his friends to impose a police rate on this city. 
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Rai iaiiadlir KEtHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the resolution which has been moved by Mnulvi Abul Kaseiu. 
The mover has said at the outset that when iu the year 1921 he brought 
forward an identical resolution for the consideration of the Council, 
it met with a very cold reception. The reasons which weijrhed with the 
then members of the Council in turninf? down the proposal hold jrood 
even now. 

Sir, I have very little knowledge of the conditions prevailinjir in the 
city of Calcutta, but as far as my information i?oes, and I can say from 
my experience of the municipal areas of Dacca, which is the place of my 
birth and with the administrative problems of which I was intimately 
connected for over a decade, that it is physically impossible for the poor 
ratepayers to shoulder any fresh burden of taxation. Sir, the proposal 
the mover has made is absurd on tlie face of it and it is open to seriotis 
objection for obvious reasons. I would therefore re(|uest the House to 
consider the (juestion very carefully before lending’ its support to it. 
With these observations, I beg to oppose the resolution. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I have very carefully heard 
the arguments that have been put fnruaid by Dr. Haridhan Dutt in 
opposing the motion of Mauivi Abul Kasein, but unfortunately in spite 
of hi'^ eflort** to (onvimi* us I have not been convinced by liis argu- 
ments. Ail that he has put forth is that the Calcutta Corporation has 
got an in.^atiable (hunand for money and he has not been able to show 
what fh<* Calcutta Corporation has been able to do and what it proposes 
to do so tar as the ex-muni<’i])alities of (lardtui If each and Cossipore- 
(’liitpore are concerned. If the (''ouncil did not know how the Cab’iitta 
Corporation has interfered with these iminit’ipalities the argument of my 
friend might have convinced us. Unfortunately the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion did not care so mucli for the fringe areas, and the problems inside 
and outside the Corporation are so complex that if has to spend all its 
money for those purposes. I quite admit that the Corporation has got 
to spend a large amount of money for public utilities, but what I want 
to point out is that the niral people of Bengal are being asked to pay 
60 lakhs or more to meet police charges while the police for the town of 
Colcutta, which has got enough money of its own, is being paid by 
Government. I quite realise that as n matter of fact Government took 
the responsibility of maintaining the Calcutta jmlice but (Government did 
thai<%t a time when the people of the mufassal had very little say in the 
matter. It is only in recent times that the people of the rural areas 
coming to the forefront, and sinc4* then inside this Council and 
obtside it this matter is taken up year after year with a view to show 
the feelings of the mufassal people in this matter. We kno# (hat 
Calcutta contributes to customs and income tax, etc., but I think that is 
a very good reason why the Government of India should be asked to 
contribute towards the cost of the Calcutta police and not the people in 
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the mufassal. All that my friends have pointed out is that the 
Calcutta Corporation rontributes to the excise revenue. I shall 
1)6 very happy if the excise revenue is increased a little more, 
but certainly that is no argument why Ben#?al should pay for the police 
of this city. My friend has pointed out the instance of the Howrah 
bridge. He has utterly forgotten how people in rural areas, who have 
perchance to come to Calcutta, have to pay for tlie Calcutta Improvement 
Trust. I can appreciate that people who come to Calcutta should pay 
a certain amount of money for the purpose of maintaining the city of 
Calcutta but those >vho want to fly away from Calcutta, they also are 
compelled to pay a charge so that they might feel that they did come to 
Calcutta. At the cost of the mufassal Calcutta has built its magni- 
ficent roads and parks and other amenities of public life. I do not 
grudge Calcutta the luxury ot these things. Trobably it is as much 
necessary as anything else. But Calcutta should not take any money 
out of provincial revenucvs especially when we find that the rural areas 
have to contribute 00 lakhs of rupees as chowkidari taxes. 

I will not take much of your time: I will only say this much that 
the present system of taxation in this country is already bad. I feel 
the ditticulty of Calcutta. It yields a large part of the revenue of the 
(Government of India, but that is no reason why provincial revenues 
should be made to pay for police charges. 

My friend Bai Bahadur Kenhab Chandra Banarji has sounded a 
note of protest against this resolution probably bec'ause next t(» Calcutta 
Dacca will be aflfected if this resolution is carried; but, Sir, I (‘an assure 
you that these cities are so much a provincial problem not merely to 
(lovernment but to the people at large that they should be able to meet 
the police expenditure from their own funds and not always depend 
upon others’ shoulders to meet them. 

I do not 'deny that a certain amount, even a large amount, of money 
w’hich is ('ontributed by Calcutta to the Government of India might be 
necessary for provincial resources and to this extent provincial 
resources sh(»uld be responsible for the expenditure on Calcutta police, 
but I think that the principle of the resolution is this: that so far as 
Calcutta is concerned, it should entirely meet its ]H)lice expenditure or 
if not entirely, at least a major portion of it. With these remarks I 
supjmrt the re.solution. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICp: I was going to 
congratulate the mover on his pluck in again moving this resolution 
befoi-e what he called on the last oi'casion an ‘^unsympathetic House,** 
but I see be hns thought better of it and disappeared. Ijast time that 
be moved this res<dution he wanted only the Calcutta Municipality to 
pay for its iwlice, and one of the statements made by the Hon’ble Sir 
Arthur Moberly in replying to the debate was that Calcutta could not 



1938 $} 417 

hti iHliited' difl^reutly from the other muiiiripalitiee in the prt»vince. 
Thir mover hhs j?ot over thijr diffi(‘\i!ty by addingr' another rlause to thia 
resolution, and no\r wants all umiiicipulites to pay for their police. I 
<lo not imajifine that this addition will make the Council less 
unsympathetic than it was a year ajjo. For the jxisition is unchuiiffed. 
There have been some arj?ument by the mover and Khan Ibihudur 
Maulvi Asfizul Haque that people in the mufassul pay for their chauki» 
dars and therefore Calcutta should pay for its police. As fur as 1 could 
hear, or rather as far as I have been able to pay attention to Khan 
Bahadur A/izul TJa(|ue, he did not touch the ditiiciilt question whether 
the mufassal municipalities should pay for their police. I think he will 
probably not uirree to that. However that may be, what tliey have 
forp:otten is tliat chaiikidais are not the only police in the inufasuil 
areas; liesides the chaukidars there are a larjre number of rejcular 
pfilice, and there is u rej^'ular jiolice system throughout the mufassal in 
addition to the chaukidar system. So that reference to the chaukidnri 
tax. it it pr<»ves anythin^:, only jimves that the niunicipalitieH oii^ht to 
pay a pait oi the (‘ost of the police. What that part would he would 
have to h(* decided after corisideiat ion of the aiiioiint of work done by 
the ehaiikidaiH and the amount of work done by the onlinary poli(*e. 
How ever I am n<d ^'■oin^'’ further into details; I would only repeat wdiat 
Sn Alt Inn M<d<eilv said a \ear ajfo “We eaiinot aerept this resolution, 
but it at a latei date it appiniis that there is u j^enerul consensus of 
opinion in Council that not only ('ulcutta hut all towns should he taxed 
to |)av toi watch and ward and for th<* einployinent of police for special 
local purposes such as the rejfulation of trafle, ami thus set money free 
for othei provincial necessities, the (loverninent would consider the 
spiestion and would ti\ to work out details. It does not app(‘ur this 
even in jr that there is at present any such ^.rerieral coiimuisuh of ojiinion 
but (iov«*Miinent would examine the question it there is such a 
•c<»nsfM>sus of opinion.” I also have to-ni^ht no evidence that there is 
smh a <<»nsensus of opinion in the Conmil as mint 1 h< an essential 
preliniinarv to any consideration the (jiiestion. 

A te<‘hnicnl objection has lieen raised by Dr. Haridhan Dutt wuth 
rej^ard to the proposal in paraj^rraph ‘t of the resolution ami that is 
another ivn-am for niv opposinfr the resolution, becau.se (iovernment 
cannot accept any resolution which wants to earmark the savinjfs under 
one head for any particular purpose. The savinj^s under any head% 
must ffo into the preneral Inilances and cannot be reserved for any 
particular ai-ea or department. I am afraid thfrefore that for Iwth th<*«e 
rea^ns I must oppose the resolution. 

Maulvt ABUL KASEMs I find that the reply jriven on behalf of 
tlovemment is the same at it was before. It appears that they are not 
prepared to earmark any revenue for the purpose of expenditure in 
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rural areas, and aj^ain Government say that if on that undertaking 
there is a eonseusus of opinion in the House that fresh taxation should 
be levied they would be prepared to consider the proposal. That is a 
hope aj^ainst hope and I for myself will not a^ree to tax any of my 
countrymen unless it is to be for the benefit of the people in rural 
areas. T am <»oiTy that the second time that I have come up here to 
impress ujHm the Government the needs of the rural areas, I have 
failed to do it and I have been as unsuccessful as before. 

/) p.m. 

The motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was then put and a division taken 
with the following result : — 


AYES. 


All, Maulvi Hatvan. 
aaktfi, Maulvi Syad Majitf. 

■arma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Alimuziaman. 

Ohoudhury, Maulvi Nurul Abaar. 
Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohani. 
luaufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Paxlullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Ouha, Babu Profulla Kumar. 

Oupta, Mr. 4, H. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Naqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axixul. 
Haqua, Kaxi imdadul. 


Hoatain, Maulvi Muhammad- 
Katam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxxam Aik. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur* 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Rout, Babu Hoaani. 

Roy, Mr. Sailaawar Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Roy, Mr. Shanti Shakharaawar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra- 
Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 

Samad, Maulvi Abdua. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 


NOES. 


Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

■al, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Oabandra Nath. 
Banarji, Rai Bahadur Kaahab Chandra. 
Baau, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Boaa, Mr. S. M. 

Chattarjaa, Mr. B. C. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Oaman Haidar. 
Clark, Mr I. A 
Dain, Mr. 0. R. 

Oaa, Babu Satyandra Kumar. 

Oaa, Rai Bahatfur tUwnini Kumar. 

Oaah, Mr. A. 4. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Baaaon, Mr. Q. A. 

Paroqui, tha Han*bla Khan Bahadur 
K. Q. M. 

•anguli, Rai Bahadur Suail Kumar. 

Shaaa, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Shuxnavi, lha Hon*bii AlhadJ Sir 
Abdalkarim. 

Sumar, Mr. C. W. 

Maliar, IH. S. R. 

NOBS, Mr. B. P. 

Mapkyna, Mr. W. t. 

Hvaagin, Maulvi kaUiat. 


Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Marr, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. 

MeCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir Provaah Chundar. 
Mookarjaa, Mr. Syamapraaad. 

Nag, Babu Suk Lai. 

Naximuddin, tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Nalaon, Mr. 4. W. 

Pinnall, Mr. L. Q. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Poddar, Soth Hunuman Proaad. 

Prantioo, Iho Hon'blo Mr. W. O. R. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Oob. 

Ray, Babu Khattor Mohan. 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satlah Chandra. 
Roy, Babu Haribanaa. 

Roy, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

Son, Rat Sahib Akahoy Kumar. 

Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur. 

Siroar, Or. Sir Nilratan. 

Smith. Mr. R. 

Staploton, Mr. N. B. 

Sloon, Lt.-Col. N. B. 

Slovona, Mr. H. S. B. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tvynam, Mr. H. i. 


The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 50 the motion was lost. 
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The following resolution was not put as it was covered by the 
decision of the resolution of Reverend B. A. Nag: — 

Dl# Sir NILRATAN SIRCAR: “This Council reconiinends to the 
Government to rai^e the recurring gi-ant to the Cariuichuel Medical 
College and Hospital, Belgachia, from Rs. 50, 0(H) to Rs. 1,(H),(K)0 per 
annum.*' 


Recommendatiofis of the Simon Commission. 

Mr. «l. N. GUPTA: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that this 
Council recoinniends to the Government that the pr(»per authorities be 
informed that, in the opinion of this House, the re<‘ominendationH of 
the SiiiKui (V)mmis>ion tall far short of Indian expectations, and are 
not iii'^piied by any genuine ideals of liberal statesmanship to help 
India to attain <<»iMjdete jxditical Helf-<Ieterniination within a reasonable 
perirxl (»f time and will have to be largely moditie<l liefore they can Im* 
expected to snti.sfy legitimate Indian aspirations. 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: On a rnunt of 

order, Sir. Tliere are alxuit 20 resolutions on this point. I submit, 
Sir, arrangements should be made for all of them to be <liscUKsed 
together. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I p( >inted out the other <lay that the order of 
precedence as e.stabhshed b\ ballot is unchangeable and final. If any 
meml>er realises that his own motion, which is behind the one Irefore 
the House, is identiruil with it, he should seize the oppoidunity afforded 
by the one under discussion to speak on it, if he so desires. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir, we are unfortunate in being somewhat late 
in the field for any expression of our views on the subject of my 
reMilution to-day. Nevertheless, although it might not lie possible for 
us to make any fresh or original contributions to the already well-worn 
theme thi.s (Council would be failing in its duty if we do not, on the 
floor of the House, record our opinion on n subject which has engrossed 
such universal attention and on which the eyes of the whole civilized 
worbl may lie said to lie rivetted. Sir, I am sure we shall all agree that 
throughout the whole history* of constitutional reform in India at no 
stage has such strong and universal disapproval of all .shades of Indian 
opinion greeted the labours of any authoritative l>ody as has met the 
recommendations of the Simon Commission. I venture to observe that 
it is not only much the reactionary and conservative character of the 
work of tl^e Simon CVimmisaion but the radical change in the mentality 
of the Indian people which are responsible for this outburst of national 
indignation and disappointment. Sir, it will be a truism to say that 
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to-day id not what India waa in 1917 when tho seedg of the 
pre 4 ent retoiiiis wei’e sown, or even what India was in 1928, when 
the Simon Commission began their labours here. The growth, of the 
stream of the political life of a nation is not to be gairged merely by 
the passage of time. During the last few months nay even during the 
last few (lays, that stream has become a cataract and Indian political 
aspirations have gathered a momentum and strength which may b» 
described as truly staggering. The fundamental flaw of the Simoti 
Report is its failure to appreciate those unfathomable and mysterious 
forces which go to produce the denouement in the last stages of a 
nation^s struggle for political self-expression. A mere soulless survey 
of what only strikes the cabmluting eye and for which hidebound 
evidence is available will not enable us to get a glimpse of the deeper 
mystery to fathom which you have to have the rare inspiration of true 
political iinight and imagination which the late Mr. Montague for 
instance possesned in such a striking degree, and wliich we are so thank- 
ful that at this cjitical stage in the history of India’s travail towards 
political emancipation are possessed by that large hearted, brave and 
(iod-fearing statesman who is at the helm of the Indian Government 
to-day. Sir, the Simon Commission’s ohjeitive wf)uld seem to have 
been to eoiieede to us up to the limit of what they consider India might 
safely gel having due regaid to .sacrosanct vested interests, and for 
wliieh tliey might hope to be able to obtain the aj)pi‘()val of all shades 
of political opinion in Kngland. 

5-lo j) m. 

Hut, Sir, there is still another view point wliich the Simon Coiniuission 
have so grievously miss,^!. It is tlie view jioint of Indian p(ditical 
asjiirations to wliich l.ord Iiwvin gave such heautiful expression in his 
adniiiable speech the otlier day, the minimum which politirally- 
minded India will accept at the pie.sent mnmonl. We are all familiar 
with the age-worn slogan uinler whose shadow live Simon (’ommission 
have so often taken shelter; shall we he jintified in taking any great 
risks when the gtml t an perhaps be reached hv easier, longer and safer 
fttages. Hut, Sir, history has before now falsified the calculations of 
wiser mimls than those who have sat in the last Commission and 
when the happiness and confenlment of one-fifth of the human race 
and perhaps indirectly the interests of modern civilisation as a whole 
are iit stake should not we be justified in taking some riskP It is after 
all Pnivitlenee who makes history, and those who are blind to this 
laiv«r view-jMunt have no claim to sit as arbiters of the fate of India, 
l am awai-e that this observation cannot now help the Simon Commission 
but may l)e of some use to the members of the important conference 
w1m> will shortly take a hand in framing the future constitution of 
the Indian Eminre. 
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Sir, I am Dot one of those who would make a sweeping obieiwaticm 
on the lahmirs of the Commission or impute to them any delilierate 
anti-Indian motive'^. They have made some wise observations, and 
often appj-oaehed difficult questions in a judi< ial spirit and formulated 
gome unassailable and important first principles. In formulating thai 
^he future framework of the Indian political constitution should 
autonomous and should contain within itself provision for its own 
development, and where further legislation is required it should insult 
from the needs of the time, and not fixun an arbitrary demand of a 
fixed time table, the Commission undoubtedly stand on int'ontestable 
and s(did i^iouit'^ So also their wise obsen'ation that it is a mutter 
of vital consequence that Britain should prove that she is actively 
desirous of assisting in those (dianges in the Army in India which 
make in the direction ot the ultimate goal of Self-dovernment fur 
India, and which alone will satisfy p(ditical India of British gmal 
faith. rafortunatel y. however, while unfolding their final rec'om- 
mendaticuis tliey ^eem t<i have yielded to the dictates of more sonlid 
and calculating '«entiiuent> and throughout the .second volume t»f the 
report I tail to find aiiv key as t{» how the constitution now adumbrated 
foi- India IS to tleveloj) in the future. How for instance in the s])here 
of tin* pr<-Mnctal administration the <lic1atorial powers now given to 
the (roverncirs aie to lie restricted and the adiuinist i ation made jeally 
responsible tc. tfie (dcclfnl legi.slatuie, us if how in name only. Attil 
the ^*coIl^ncndatlon^ cd the Commission for the future of tlie Indian 
Army are li aii\ thing still mole blatantly disappointing and sufficient 
to )U-tifN Indian-, in doubting (lie good faith if not of British stutesmaii 
generally but lertainly of the members of the Coiiiniission. Sir, it 
will not be jiossible for me to pass in review (he underlying regulating 
principles on which the Ccmiiiiission have based the fabric- c»f their 
rcHonmieiidations. but I will ch(s»^e only one or two such topics wJiich 
to m> mind funiish crucial tests of the since! ity and breadth of view 
of the (’ommissioii. (hie <if these tests is affonled in their suppoit of 
separate electoiates for Hindus and Muhammadans. I have no desire 
to raise any communal issues, but in this critical stage of our national 
life f do not th’nk we should be afraid of s|>eaking out our mind or fail 
to have (he courage of our convictions. In that case we shall Ixt false 
to the best interests of the future of the country. As pointed out by 
even an Knglish organ of lilieral opinion, The Nation, this atteiiipt 
of the Simon Com mission to envisage a system of constitutional 
evolution for India on the liasis of ilisunion and division lietravs a 
want of appreciation of the many subtle ways in which the system of 
separate electorates corrupts public life, turns democni<*y into a farce 
and ntises Into political leadership bitter types of self-seeking fanatics 
while leaving no group of impartial electors to he wooed and courted 
the candidate. With communal and separate electorates the growth 
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t)f parties on national lines will recede every day into greater distance 
and communal views and jealousies will poison and ultimately wither 
the frail plant of representative institutions which we are attempting 
to graft in this country. Another crucial test to my mind is the 
paramount need in any scheme of constitutional reform for India for 
stri(!test economy and the husbanding of all available resources of the 
countrj" for its economic and industrial regeneration. The financial 
adviser of the Commission who may be trusted to represent the mind 
of the Commission in this matter has ably and forcefully pointed out 
the extraordinary poverty of the Indian people, the crushing burden of 
unremunerative military expenditure and the extreme scantiness of 
expenditure on social service such as education and sanitation. Yet 
the Commission has failed to recommend any (hange for the reduction 
of the ex])enditure either on the Army or on the to]» heavy Administra- 
tion which is the curse ot the Reforms. It is evidence of such 
pusillanimity and infirmity of purpose rlitdated partially by the desire 
t(» produce a united report, which has exasperated Indian politicians 
of all shades ami has led even such a wise critic as Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru to exclaim that the entire report is a constitutional monstrosity 
and marks an absolute want of constructive statesmanship. 

Sir, it will not be possible for me within the short time at my 
disposal to (Titically examine the entire scheme of reforms presented 
by the (k)mmi*<sion. But it is necessary on the floor of this House that 
W’e should examine what enhaiu'ed powers the (\>mmissioners are 
prepared to recommend for the Provincial (h)uncils. It has been 
contended in some (piarteis that Indian nationalists should be grateful 
that the (\)mmission have recommended the abolition of diarchy and 
inauguration of comjdete autonomy in the sphere of j)rovincial adminis- 
tration. But is this really the case? Mr. (^'hintamani. no mean critic, 
indignantly remarks that the provincial autonomy which the (^nnmi.s- 
sion have recommemhul is^a camouflage, a farce, and a fraud. In place 
4f the present system of diarchy with Ministers in charire of the 
transferred subjects and the members of the Executive (h>uncil in charge 
of the reserved subjects we will have a Ministry consisting of elec ted 
member^ and non-elected ])ersons, the latter being ordinarily officials 
and all the departments of the administration will be in charge of the 
Ministers. But no limit has been placed upon the numl>er of official 
members. The essenc'e of representative government is that the 
executive should W responsible to the Ijegislature. The executive in 
the pi'ovincp will cousin of the (tovernor and his cabinet. The Governor 
himself will be wholly irresj>onsible to the liegislature and the oflScial 
element in tfie Gabiuet will also be irremovable by the vote of the 
Council. This will thus lie a mere travesty of representative Govern- 
ment. It will be open for the Governor to have a Chief Minister or not. 
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and even if be has a Chief Minister he will not l)e bound by his advice 
for the selection of the colleagues. As the otficial meiuWrs of the 
cabinet will not be ordinarily removable by a vote of the Council, the 
joint responsibility of the cabinet will l>e quite unreal. The distribu- 
tion of portfolios will remain entirely at the discretion of the Governor, 
and it is not inconceivable that the Governor may concentrate nil 
important departments in the hands of the official Ministers, while the 
elected members of the cabinet may be left in charge of unimj>ortant 
departments only, 

5-30 p.m. 

This, as it would be obvious to the House, is a retrograde measure and 
will be actiKillv taking away from the elected members of the (\)uncil 
such powers which they possess under the existing constitution. 
Amongst the most irritating and, to my mind, entirely superfluous 
recommendation of the ('ommission is that the cabinet should have 
amongst them an official Secretary who will have <lirect access to the 
Governor over the heads of the Minister and, if need be, over the head 
of the (Miief mister himself. There has been u go(»d deal of heart- 
burning owr the recommendations of the Commission that Law and 
Order Nhould be made over to the control of the (\mncil. Tbi-t is no 
doubt a statesmanlike and bold step. It may also b<» said that some 
amount of rwk has been accepted in making this recommendation. 
Personallv I fiankly con^es^ that 1 also at one time had my doubts 
about the wisdom of such a step. Hut I have had my eyes opened and 
I have received a very rude sluH-k by the examples of the manner in 
which law and <*rder are being jireserved in various parts of the 
]irovince under tlieii present official cintoiliaiis. The (’ommissioners 
have themselves advanced reasons why it is imperative that there 
should W lo further delay in entrusting IiMlians with those dejiurtments 
dealing with the defeme of their own hearths and homes. Hut having 
made a statesmanlike pronouncement on the subject the (^immissioners 
t^eem to have sufTered immediately after from a weakness of their 
knee joints and their obsessi<iii to placate advei-se ciiticism, wdtU the 
result that in substance their recomiiieiidutioiiH make hardly any 
advance on the present position. They plainly hint that these depart- 
ments should h#» placed in charge of an official member of the cabinet, 
though there null l)e no statutory requirement on the subject. The 
Criminal Investigation Department is to be exclusively under the 
Govermrr, and th#* officers of the Im{>erial Service.^, the Indian Civil 
Service and the lmp<>rial Police, w'ho would In? res^mnsible for the 
maintenance of law and order, would alw» W under the Governor and 
not under the Ministers. It may be argued that these tbeoretii'al 
powers need not in all cases be exercised by the Governors, and it has 
been said that w)me of them may have the good sen%e to entrust these 
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departineJitH to the elected MiniHterB. As regards the dictatorial 
powers which are proposed to be centred in the hands of the Governor, 
it may l>e rioted that these pow-ers are not for emergency occasions only 
but also in the ordinary exercise of his prerogative. It has already 
lieen stated that he is to appoint Ministers and choose their port- 
folios. His powers of certification will not be confined to reserved 
subjects only as at present but could be exerci«ied practically over the 
whole field (»f the administration. But thi^ is not all. It has been 
further recommended that if the Governor is unable to form or 
maintain in offic e any Ministry for want of support from the Legislature 
he will have powers to declare that a state of emergency has arisen and 
in that case all the powers possessed by him and his c’abinet will vest 
in him. He will have further poweis to sanction expenditure and to 
make laws ic‘gaiclless of the wishes of the J^egislutive Counc il. I ncler 
such cMrc'umsta!ic*c»M is it to be wondered at tliat the proposed Ministry 
has bc*eii regarded us a farce and it has })et‘ii ^uicl that only sucdi elected 
memhcTS who aie willing to c*o-operate slavishly with the official 
mcoubers w;ll accept office ^ Uavjng given the>e extiuordinary 
autocratic powers to the {governor thc‘ Governor in his turn has been 
made respcmsible to the Governor General in a manner which makes 
jirovincial autonomy a mere shadow. It is not only in matters 
relating to law’ and orchu* but in all mattejs the Goveinor General w'ould 
have a commanding’ voica*. liVeii in the appoint mcuit of Ministers the 
Governors will be expected to consult the Governor General. At preseiit 
it is onlv in the reserved subjecds that the Governor General has 
statutory pciwei-' of interferenc’e, but in the proposcal scheme the 
Governor General’s cauitrol will extend to all hianc hc's of the adminis- 
tration ill matters in regaid to which the Governor has been given his 
over-riding and emergenc*v powers. At present the Pi’ovincial Govern- 
ments cun raise loans hut this power is pro]M)sed to be taken away fix>m 
them ill the Simon scdieme. In financ ial mutters also the old system 
of giving eledes by the liiijierial Gc>vernment is sought to be revived. 
It W'lH thus be obvious that in reality the Ccunmission have hardly 
taken any forward step as far as pix)vinc iul autonomy is concerned, 
whereas in many respects their i‘ecommendatit)Hs are distinctly retro- 
grade. 

I do not pro|»ose to go into details al>out the Commissioner’s recom- 
mendation regarding the Central Government. Generally speaking no 
new element of responsibility has been introduced in the scheme of the 
central administration and the executive will remain 'wholly independent 
of the Legislature. The Coinmission ret'ommends the principle of federa- 
tion but as has l>een well said in such a form as would promote the 
disintegration rather than the unity of India. The constitution of the 
Legiidative Assembly has been changed and indirect election is recom- 
mended in place of the direct system of elections at preece^t in vogue. The 
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nationfilistt) interpret this as an attempt to weaken the national character 
of the representative Assembly of the }>eople, by preventing: people who 
have a wilier influence than is covered by any provincial constituency to 
enter the Central National Assembly. The second Chamber is to 
remain as it is. The existing powei-s of the Viceroy and the (lovernor 
General aie not to be touched. But the Vicei-oy is to receive some 
-notable enhancement of his powei-s in which his Council will have no 
share. There no sulistuntial relaxation in the jiower of sujiervision 
of the Secretary of State. The only iwommendation which savoui*s t)f 
a lil)eral spirit js the one authorising the Governor General to appoint 
his own Council meiul>ers, one or two of w'honi could be selected fi'oni 
the elected members of the Assembly. 

In the whole range of the recoininendatiims ol the Commission 
however the one that is most astoundinglx letrograde relates to the 
upo|Jieosis of the Indian Army and jducing it on an entirely separate 
pedestal under the control of the (foveriior (ieiienil and (he 
( ommaiidci-in-Chief (»ier wlii<‘li the Indian Assembly will ha\e m> 
contnd. It is worth while pointing out that even undci the pn^sont 
constitution under the pnivision of the Goveinmcnt of India Act, 
1919, it was <>ptu>nal for the (iovernor General to dina t that the 
appropi iation of revenue for the Army could he iliscussed by (he Legis- 
lative Assemlily, and as a matter of facd since I<oi«l Heiuling's time the 
Military hmiget lias been discussed by the Assembly, though it could 
not 1 h* v(»le(l on. It was in fuirsimnce of discussions in flu* .Xssemhly 
that we hud the Inclicape (\)miuittee, wdiose m'ommendat ions resulted 
in a leduction m the Militaiy budget of India by ?9 ernres of ru])('eH. 
But now It is ju<»fKi^ed that for the muinteiiiiiice of tin* Imperial Aimy 
India will ha\e to pa\ a fixed annua! subsidy r»f .V> e rmes. Well 
may nationalists compiuiii that they will he resjionsihle foi maintaining 
what has lK*en descril)ed by even a British statesman as a foreign 
army of occupation, which no doubt will he lesponsihle for external 
defence ami the intenml peace of the country, hut whii h will no less 
effectively sei ve to keej) India in peipetual tutelage hound to the 
ehariot of British Imperialism. And tlii.s brazen-faced pence of 
jingoism is defended by the bogie of the menace from the Indian 
fr<uitier and the iinTeusing difficulty of preserving internal penc'e. The 
frontier inenme, judged in the light of European and Asiatic politics, 
is far less serious now than it was ever before, and Indian nationalists 
present a more united front fo-<lay than what could ha^’e Wen dreamt 
of even a year ago. As regards the military capacity of the Indian 
Army the Commi.ssioners seem to have suffered from unaccountable 
shortness of memory for they eould nrH have been entirely unaw'are of 
the encomiums which were showered on the Indian Army during the 
last Great European War. when tiiey passed through the se%*erest 
ordeals in a mi||||Mr which won the admiration of the whole world. 
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This conservative and wholly unwarranted backsliding of the 
Commission regarding the position of the future of the Indian Army 
not only falsifies the hollow protestations made by the Commissioners 
themselves in the first volume of thefr report but if accepted will 
present the most insurmountable barrier to Indian future progress. 
Not only is it an obvious axiom that to attain political self-government 
Indians must be able and l)e prepared to take upon themselves the 
defence of the country but unless hrrwever by the strictest economy 
India is able to reduce the monstrously heavy expenditure on the 
Army which now consumes (I2J per cent, of the <‘urrent expenditure of 
the country, and is proportionately higher than that of any other 
country in the world, there is little hope of any economic or material 
advance in the future. It must be obvious to every impartial critir 
that as long as this gi<»sH ine<juality betv\een the expenditure on the 
Army, I’olice and Administration of tin* country, which n«)w r-onsume 
no less tlnin 75 per cent, of the income, whereas for sanitation and 
public health only I per cent, of the revenue is available and for 
e<lucati(tn no more than (> per (‘ent. in a country where J)5 pei cent, of 
the people are illiterate any scheme of constitut icnial reform under 
such conditions w'ill be a hollow nnakery and a sham. 

Ilut it might be said that we are wasting breath, and now that 
the Viepn)y has himself de(*lare<l that the recommendation ot the 
Simon ('ommission will not form the basis of the discuswsions of the 
free Round Table (Conference and this view has been endoised by the 
British Labour (iovernmeut, the question arises whether it is wort)' 
while to take any considerable pains to examine the scheme ov to 
suggest in detail in what ]mrticular directions the scheme cun l>e so 
improved as to be acceptable to Indians. It i.s mv personal opinion 
that it w’ould be W’ise if the scheme of the Simf>n (Commission were to 
be placed side by side with the scheme of the Dominion Status 
adumbrated by the All Parties (Conference, geneially known as the 
Nehru KepoH, and a practical scheme evolved by a comparison of the 
two which will give India practically what is known as Dominion 
Status, namely, a scheme of responsible government in which 
Tesp<insibility for the Indian administration will be shifted fn)m the 
people of Kngland to the people tif India, and the exe(*utive will be 
resp<»nsible to the Legislature and the T/egislature will have the same 
powers as in the other British Dominions. It would be worth while 
to do so to convince impartial British statesmen and the civilized 
world that, while we are adamant alnnit our minimum demands for 
politi<‘al self-government, we are prepared to W reasonable as far as 
necessary' safeguards which might be considered desirable during the 
transitional stage. I have not the capacity nor the intimate technical 
knowledge necessary for the drawing up of such a scheme, but broadlv 
speaking I would suggest that in the provincial sphere autonomy should 
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be complete and the whole cabinet must be removeable by the vote of 
the Council. It is no longer open to us to exj)erimeut with halfway 
houses between autocratic and irrespt)nsible and responsible schemes 
of Ooveniment, The emergency powers to be vesteil in the (iovernor 
should be strictly limited as also the sulwrdiuution of the Goveinor-in- 
Council to the Central Government. Fullest financial autonomy shoubl 
be granted to the provinces so far as consistent with su<‘h powers and 
resources to the Central Government as might be deemed necessary. 
In this connection the recommendation of the Nehru Report that a 
commission should sit to eutpiire into the resources and leveiiues to 
be assigned to the Central Government and to the Piovincial 
Governments respectively, with due regard to the efficient administration 
and development of the services or subjects iimler the respective control 
of either and the financial relations whi<‘h should exist lu'tweeii the 
Central and the l*i-ovincial Goveiiiments c(unmeuds itself to im*. The 
recommendation of the Simon Commission about the pi>sition of th’e 
public services is obviously wholly untenahle and inconsistent with any 
Scheme of lespoiiNihlc administration in the country. The estnhlishment 
of a permanent Public Service Commission as lecommended in the 
Nehru Report to go into the whole question of the recruitment, 
appoiutment, di''( ipline, retirement and superannuation of ]>uhlic 
officeis would seem aKo t'> he an obvious iiei’essity. In the scheme of 
the Central (iovernmeiit there woubl seem to he some room for a 
comprumisi* l^et\^een the Simon (’oinmission and the Nehru S<*heme. It 
may not be po^'.ihle to introduce lull respiuisibility in tin* Central 
Government and ti>i the preMMit Law and Older and the Arm\ may he 
coiisideied as i(‘seMed suhiects in chaige of offiiial members of the 
Viceroy’s lixecutive Coum il till the next stage of the constitutional 
evolution. The i e«‘ominendat ions (»f the Simon (’ommission about the 
Indian Army are wholly uiiaccejitable and retrograile and a far iimre 
liberal policy iinist he inauguiated v^hich will aim at placing a 
Dominion army in the eontrol the (’oiiimcmwealth of India witliin 
a reascmahle peiictd of time. Sir, to enable us liowever to press our 
re(*dmmendations home and to win from the Rritish Parliament and 
the British people a substantial inciease of our jKilitiral powers which 
will place us in a position of ecpiality with other Dominions of the 
British (!rown. it is necessary that we should present an absolutely 
undivided front. 

1 would therefore conclude with an earnest appeal to the leaders 
of all communities to sink their cruiiinunul differences for the common 
good of the Indian nation, and at this supreme hour of the nation’s 
trial to call to their aid those noble virtues of self-abnegation and 
unflinching heroism of which they have given such conspicuous proof 
in the course rtf the present struggle but at the same time to hrime^^s 
their ardent patriotism with a due sense of historic proportion and 
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of the inexorable realities of the present situation. May I also venture 
to appeal to all ri^ht-thinkin^ Englishmen either in this counti*y or 
in their island home to rise to the full height of their responsibilities 
and justify their heritage as the pioneer.s of the world’s freedom by 
inaugurating an era of peace and prosperity in India for which they 
will not only eam the blessings of HOU millions of the human race^ 
but serve the best interests of their own country" as well. 

545 p.m. 

TN Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I think it is only fair to you and 
to the members of the House for me to take the earliest opportunity 
of explaining what the jiosition (d (JovcMunient is in this matter. 
Obviously it is impossible for membeis of (government to take pait in 
this discussion or to take part in any vote that may arise from this 
discussion. At the same time I can assuie all the members of the 
Hous(‘ that we shall listen to this debate with the greatest interest 
and (iov<*rnTiient will send a copy of (he debate uhen it is fijiished 
to the (iovernment of India for their intoimation. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: I beg to move by way 
of amendment that from the resolution of Mi. .1. X. (iii])1a, the words 
“fall fur short of Indian expectations, and are not insjured by any 
genuine ideals of liberal statesmanship to help India to attain complete 
politi<*uI self-determination within a reasonable jiei if>d of time and” 
be omitted. 

I am moving this amendment with a view to uige that any 
expression of opinion of this (’ouncil as a wlnde about the findings 
of the Simon ('ommission should be couched in terms likely to create 
ns little controversy as possible. I hope that the <li5e!ent interests 
represented in this House will agree that the recommendations of the 
(’onnuission must be largely nmdified before these can be considered 
as acceptable. Thnt is a proposition t<) whi(h we all subscrilw*. The 
hon’blc uiember speaks of expectations of the country fnmr the 
Cmjnuission. T winh to say that though our minds were full of high 
aspirations t>f attaining self-government and overflowing with high 
hopes alKuit the future uplift the Indian nation in the scale of nations, 
in the committee of self-governing states of the empire, yet it would be 
a delusion to suppose that constituted ns it was, we Indian entertained 
any “exj>ectations” from the (^immission. 

As regards the nature of the recommendations of the Commissioner*, 
I tJbink iu discharging thi.s self-imposed task of sitting on judgment 
upon them, we should not insinuate that they were inspired by any 
Rinister motive. As a matter of fact, there ai*e some bright apet* 
in the sombre canvas of anomalies and incongruities witb which the 
report unhappily abounds and one of these is the extenskm of the 
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fraacliiae. We should be thaukful for this suiali aurcy. I am 
doubt^ if any useful purpose will be served by going into details at thie 
stage in tiiis Coimcil. 

The resolution before the Council is rather vague and though we 
may press our individual views, these will have no authoritative 
sanction behind. In discussing the report from the luoviucial point 
of view one must touch upon the grant of i>rovincial autonomy. To be 
plain, if autonomy is to be accepted, at its proper value, without being 
sugar-coated hy any illusory and elusive false allurements to hoodwink 
the people, shorn of subterfuges, then, I urn constrained to say that 
the autonomy jiroposed hy the Simon Commission is no autonomy at 
all. It is a base metal, not the genuine article. What was demanded 
hy the united voice of all India was Dominion Status. And we have 
got instead the jmiiy stiltefl jirovincial couindls denuded of all real 
j)oaer and denied all piixileges of final authority in controlling the 
affairs of tlo^ State. Now l(‘l us hest(»w a moment's thought on the 
claim of the SiUKinites that they ha\e eliminated the vii’ious svstem 
of diarchy that knocked the Ixittom out of the \vil\ assumption of 
autonomy in the iirovinces. Well, what eon.st ituted the diarchy 
namely, the two halve^ of the ( lovernmeiit . the lepresentati ves of the 
people, the - the motithpiece of the electefl members of the 

Council and the lepreseiitatives of the (iovernment — t he ])resent-duy 
memiiers. Tin^ ai langement goes by the mniie of diaiihy. If one 
eliminate^ altogetliei the official repj esentatifui, then only (-an he say 
that he has done away with diaichy. lint if he retains it with all 
its tinsel, jxiinp and glory, with wliat face can he declare that he has 
helped to <lispi*iise with the deadweight r*f diarchy^ And if tlie decisions 
of the SiiiHin Colnnli^^ion still letaiii the use of the representatives of 
the (ioveininent in the p«*iMins of the “nominated ministeis,” eNen the 
.shadow ot iilausifiility of his argument vanishes. Then you have got 
the precious secretary who has got tre<» access to the (rovernoi to report 
to him all the piocecxlings of tlie Ministers’ Cabinet and all sundry 
and casual remarks made by any ministers and to give any colouring 
to the work of the ministers, liehind their hack. Over and alaive thin, 
the lust straw’ mi the earners liack has been the lioundlens and 
indiscriiiiimite powers veto and levisiori heaped upon the (Governor. 
The people of Bengal demand uiieijuivocally that there must not be 
any such anathema on the Council a« the official ministers, that there 
must not be superimposed such a halter ns the backbiter and back- 
sliding secretary and la.stly the Ooveminent must inaugurate the rule 
of constitutional heads of provincial Governments after the manner 
of the Governors and Governors General in Australia, Canada and 
South Africa, who are known to carry on the government 
according to the mandate of the sovereign I’aHiaments of the states 
concerned, and not in obedience to the dictates of the civil service. 
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If Indians are asked to declare which of their aspirations they look 
upon as foremost and dominant, they will demand in a resonant voice 
that they wish to sound the death knell of the Indian Civil Service 
rule and are yearning to plant the banner of popular government under 
popularly elected representatives of the people and implement the 
people’s power, making the Indian Civil Service only servants of the 
people and no longer the masters. That is popular government, that 
is hallowed self-government, the halo of which has well nigh fascinated 
the souls and lighted up the foreheads of thousands of patriots and 
martyrs of the land. J^et it be a happy and hallowed consummation 
now. We want the untrammelled rule of sovereign Parliaments in 
the country. If you declare in stentorian voice that you are 
implanting the flag of self-government, do so sincerely, without any 
menial reservation, without any cunning subterfuges and -without any 
confounding camouflage. In dealing with this matter in a general 
way, I cannot help alluding to the carping remarks of the Commission 
about the slough of deHjmiid in India wrought about by the so-called 
degrading and stagnating social customs of the land, bar be it from 
me to take up the gauntlet on behalf of the hoary social customs of 
the Hindu society. I hope and trust that the remarks of the 
Commission are not meant as the thin end of the wedge and that no 
dire onslaught is designed to be directe^l again‘»t tlie aj:e long customs 
of the Varnashram Dharma that has proudly witbsIfKal the ravages 
of age, of foreign invasion and unrighteous slings and sledge hammer 
blows dealt with unmitigated fury and savagery. 

I want to make one other observation before T resume my seat. 
We are going to have a federation of self-governing units of different 
independent states. Now, what about the status of the nationals of 
one State — Cnit in another sister state? 

I avail myself of this opportunity to voice the opinion of lakhs of 
Bengalee vsettlers in different Indian provinces. The condition of the 
Bengalee settlers in the Punjab, the United I’rovinces and Behar is 
not enviable indeed to speak (he least of it. I think under the new 
dispensation there should l>e strict regulations to properly safeguard 
the interests of the settlers of one province in another with due amount 
of sympathy. 

Matlivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I would not have at all intervened 
in this debate but for certain observations of the hon’ble mover of 
the resolution. The resolution, as it stands, deserves the unanimous 
support of the elected members of this Council, at least the Indian 
section of it. But, Sir, it appears that the mover has very 
injudiciously introduced the communal issue and therefore made it 
impossible for many of us to record a silent vote in favour of the 
resolution. 
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Sir^ almost Indians are unanimous that the report of the Simon 
Commission falls far short of Indian expectations, and 1 think our 
grievamses over this has already been sufficiently ventilated. I do not 
like to say anything about these grievances against the Simon 
Commission Report which have been sufficiently put forward in the 
.speeches of my predecessors to-day. I only regret that the mover should 
have said that the Simon Commission w'us wiong in recommending a 
separate electorate for Muhammadans in this province. Sir, it is a 
very sad commentary upon the relations between the different 
communities in this country that the Simon Commission was compelled 
to make a re('ommendation like that, and that the Muhammadan 
('ommunity should always be insistent upon a sepaiate electorate for 
their repiesentation in the legislatures of this country. If, Sir, the 
relations between tlie two major communities in this piovince had been 
what they should have been, the Muhammadans would not have 
demanded separate electorates for their repreMUifetion. Sejiarate 
electoiate is a tiling which no one likes for its own sake*, but taking 
facts as they are I submit that in the mind of the Muhammadan 
community there i.s an apineheiisioo that unless there is this sejiarate 
electorate it cannot be ade*(iuately repr-esented in the legislature's. Of 
cemrM*, even among the Muhammadans th«*re is a body of opinion which 
is opposed to it and there may be considerable force in that, but still 
the majorits opinion in this cemntry, is that sejiarate eb»ctorate is n 
thing which the Muhammadans cannot give up at pre'sent. Therefore, 
Sir, if the Simon Commission has recommended that the Muhammadan 
community ^hould l>e represented through a separate electorate it is 
not liecau'^e they have any intrinsic liking for it, but beiause of the 
almost uiianiiiious demand of the Muhaniiiiadnn community and 1 
think the Commission would have l>een wrong if they had disregarded 
this demand of the Muhammadan community. 

6 p.m. 

Then, Sir, it is a matter of great regret that while the Simon 
Commission has recommended separate electorates for Mnhain madams 
in Bengal, it has done a great injustice to the community by recom- 
mending that the Muhammadans should be represented in the 
legislatures in accordance with the Lucknow’ Pact. The Lucknow 
Pact was a thing which the Muhammadans in Bengal, have never 
accepted because it has done a great injustice to them. They are now 
unanimouit that the Lucknow Pact cannot stand in view of the changed 
circumstances of the country. The Lucknow Pact practically condemns 
the majority ^community in the province to a perpetual state of minority. 
If the Lucknow Pact stands, I would revise my opinion and would not 
demand separate electorate but joint electorate for the Muhammadans* 
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Al^iouffh the Simon Uommigsion has done well by reontamettdinpr that 
at the present sta^ there should* be separate eleetbrates Muham« 
madaiis, it has done a ^ievous wtonj? by recommending they 
should be represented in the legislatures in accordance with tfia Lucknow 
Part. We want representation in accordance with onr ii|i|iierical 
strength, and that is a demand which no reasonable man can cjiaracterise 
as at all \m reasonable. The Simon Commission seems to have thought 
that as a matter of principle no community which is in a majority in a 
province should be given a majority representation by means of separate 
electorates. I submit, Sir, the Commission introduces contradictory 
recommendations when it says so, because in other provinces, for 
instance in Iloinbay, Madras and the United Provinces, etc., it has in 
fact recommended tliat the majority community should be represented 
through separate electorates, although it has not said so in so inan>' words. 
In these provinces, the Commission has recommended that the Muham- 
madans should have a certain percentage of seats, say JIO or 35 and 
no more, and tliut means that the majority community in these jiroviiices 
will have as a matter of fact majority representation through sej)arate 
electorates. Therefore, Sir, as a princii)le the Simon Commission in 
one way seems to think that the Muhammadans in Bengal should not be 
given u majority representation through se]>arate electorates, although 
it has recomnieioled majority representation througli separate electorates 
for other majority communities in other provinces. Therefore, we 
also say that the recommendations of the Simon Commission fall far 
short of Indian aspirations, and this is so particularly with regard to the 
Central (loverninenl. So far as the provincial Governments are con- 
cerned, tlie recommendations of the Commission are no ilonbt a distinct 
advam e npon the present constitution, althoiigli we do not say that they 
are all that we want. "We want much more. The Commission seeks 
to give certain tilings by one hand but takes them away hy the other. 
The Com mission’s recommendations, even so far as the provinces are 
concerned, thus fall far short of our expectations, but witli regard to the 
Central (Tovernment it has proposed to give nothing whatsoever. Inidia 
never ex]>pcted that so far as the (Vntral Government is concerned the 
Commission would be so very uncharitable, and, therefore, S%, Ive 
have full symimthy with the present resolution with the reservations 
that I have already stated. 


Mauivi ABDUS SAM AD: Mr. President, Sir, in view of the events 
that have happened since the publication of the Simon ll«|ibri and in 
view of the recent Viceregal pronouncement that the Simon (>minission 
Report will not form the basis of discussion at the B^nd Table 
Conference the Repoft has lost much of its value. JBnt as it is being 
discussed in the House I would like to say a few words atKviit itk merits 
0t« iBtliS]^ its denrarita. 
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Sfai tkipiUport is a curious piece of documoal. The moderates, the 
M<is|hteg|he Sikhs aud the depressed classes, not to apeak of the 
Ooiillfiineu, are all dissatisfied with its recommendations. It is not 
acceplabw to any community or party and its merits and demerits have 
beea ^bt^ussed threadbare in the press and in public platforms, alid the 
same riaws are being echoed in the speech just now delivered by the 
mover, go, Sir, I would not take up the valuable time of this House by 
repeating the same arguments over again, but would confine my'self to 
only one point, vis., the right of separate representation accorded to the 
Moslems. 

Sir, the worst feature of the Simon iteport is its recommendation to 
perpetuate communal representation by separate electorate on the basis 
of the Lucknow Pact. I admit, Sir, that communal representation by 
reservation of seats may be justified on certain political considerations 
but. Sir. communal representation by separate electorate cannot be 
justified under any circumstance whatsoever. It is inconsistent with 
the Responsible Government which the Report, pretends to recommend. 
It is more harmful to the minority community to protect whose iuteresta 
i< is sought to be justified. It divides the two communities by separate 
watertight compartments and makes one community apathetic to the 
interests and welfare of the other. Under such an electorate a Moslem 
candidate seeking election shall have to declare that he is a Moslem first 
snd Indian next. The more communal and anti-national propensity he 
wo!ild show, the greater would he his chance of success. Similarly a 
Hindu candidate seeking election shall have to adopt a similar procedure. 
The result is inevitable. Since the inauguration of the Reformed 
Constitution the feelings between the Hindus and Moslems are being 
gradually embittered and communal riote of the worst type are the order 
<if the day. The leaders are helpless and have to connive at the 
aggremive attitude of the ringleadera and the mobs for fear of losing 
their support at the time of election. 1 shudder to think, Sir, of the 
.4i«tiastrous consequences that would follow if this sort of communal 
representation by separate electorate finds a permaneBt placa in the 
Statute Book. 

I know. Sir, there is a section of my community who, guided or 
Tatber misguided by the so-called leaders, demands sofiarate electofate 
and seeks to justify it on the ground that it is necessary to protect the 
epecial interests of the Moslem community. I would ask these lenders 
to point out the special kiterstts which require protection and 

which mm be enfeguarded by separate electorate. If they be in the 
mnjoritjf in a Counei! or in a local body they have nothing to fear fr<un 
the othnit community. If they are in the minority their interests oan 
nsrm he safeguarded, if their so-called special interests go against the 
Intersstn ef ^ mmierity community. Whoreas if tho oloctntnts he 
joint the members of the majority cornmnnity shall hove always to 
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respect the sentiment* and interests of the minority coiainiuiity whose* 
votes would play an important p4tt in securing their electipa* It is* 
also urged that in a joint electorate candidates with pro-Hindu tendency 
only would be able to get themselves returned. Sir, it is an insult Uy 
the intelligence and sense of patriotism of the Moslem community t6^ 
think so, and I would ask them to see the condition prevailing in the* 
local bodies where joint electorate prevails. Can they point out a. 
single instance where the Moslem members returned with Hindu votes- 
have betrayed the cause of their own community? So, Sir, it is clear 
that Moslem interests cannot suffer by joint electorate. If there be any 
apprehension, it (;an be safeguarded by inserting a clause to the effect 
that no bill, resolution or motion, affecting the religious and customary 
rights of a community, be introduced or moved if opposed by a majority 
of that particular community. 

Sir, the seven Parliamentary members composing the Simon. 
ConimisHion are shrewd politicians and diplomats of the highest order. 
They must have fully envisaged the evil results that would follow the* 
perpetuation of the separate electorate. In fact they have admitted 
that the present day llindu-Moslem tension and quarrels is to a great 
extent due to the system of electorate sanctioned by the existing 
reformed constitution. They have admitted, to quote, Sir, the exact 
language of the Report, “that division by class and creeds means the* 
creation of political camps organised against each other and teaches men 
to think as partisans and not citiasens.” Sir, knowing all this and in 
spite of strenuous opposition of the nationalist leaders, both Hindu and 
jMoelem, they have recommended a measure which is subversive of all 
national interests and which will forever prevent the growth of Indiam 
nationalism. Sir, the reforms recommended by the Siiium ("ommission 
are not worth the paper on which they are written w’hen the effects 
thereof are to create dissension between Hindus and Moslems. Sir, 
divide and rule has been the policy of all imperialistic nations and the 
British people are following the same policy under the cloak of 
responsible Government. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANAR4I: Sir, I rise to 
make a few observations on the RpiM)rt of the Indian Statutory 
Commission, the recomraeiidations of which are not only “inadequate, 
unsatisfactory and disappointing,” but retrograde and reactionary in 
character. It has been proclaimed and admitted by competent autho- 
rities that the ultimate goal of India is responsible Self-Government and 
to quote a post-war phrase — Dominion Status. I know there have been 
attempts — very ingenious indeed, but not fair — to whittle down the* 
import of the Declaration of 1917, but His Excellency the Viceroy's 
Ifovember addraes standa as an authoritative announcement on tho* 
subject setting at naught the mischievous interpretation of the die-hards. 
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and laying at rest the qualms of the politically-minded Indiana. To 
the November Declaration the Simon Report is a standing challenge — a 
challenge which has administered a deep cut acnws the cardinal points 
of the announcement and has exasperated Indian feeling considerably. 
The Report has stiffened the attitude of those of my countrymen who 
declared the (’ommission a trap and a lioax and has belied the expe<*ta- 
tions of those who courted unpopularity and public opprobrium in 
pinning their faith in the Royal ('om mission. The (Commission’s 
Report is significant in one sense that the best of the seven minds of 
England are unanimous in dejiriving India of her legitimate demands. 
This has added one more instance to the long list of broken promises and 
has let down British prestige to a considerable extent. This is a lessen 
which has alarmed those Indians who in the teeth of strong public 
opposition co-operated with the Simon (’ommission. Happily for India 
and England, His Majesty’s (government have thought fit to declare that 
the (’ommi.Hsion’s Report is not the last word on the subject: it is 
merely a report which will be <liHcuHse<i and considered on its own merits. 
And we are sure tlie little merit it may pretend to possess is lost in the 
whirlpool of defects that the Report contains. 

Sir, the ('ommission’s .survey of the conditions of India is, to say 
tile least, unfortunate. The ( 'oinnussioners have premuited tilings in a 
way wliich goes to establish India’s unfitness for self-rule. They have 
demonstrated their utter incapacity to grasp tlie real problems and to 
realise that India of t<»-<lay is pulsating with a new life and her activities 
are finding e\piess (»n in vaiioim wavs. Hut thev have the ingenuity 
in setting things m sm h a wav as to give a different picture — a jdcture 
which ( aniiot i>retend to he in toiu h with reality. They have missed the 
real fioint that India inspired with new life is making ru[)id stridea 
towards the attainment of the cherished goal; they have simply noted 
that India’s progress is not encouraging. Thus the real and new India 
has been left out of consideration and the India with all her (art loads 
of traditions and superstitions (Kirtrayed in vivid colours. Such a 
picture, born of an uns.vTn pathetic attitude and callous understanding, 
is worthy ot a propaganda bulletin but not of a State document. 

The findings of the Corainission, truth to say, have left me cold. 
The f’ominissiori have, of course, recognised the principle of federalism 
for India and so far so good. In the scheme of provincial autonomy, 

the Commission have recommended provisions for official ministers 

a finding which militates against the cardinal principle of the joint 
responsibility of Ministers. In any scheme of Self-Government, the 
cabinet must be resfmnsible to and removable by the legislature. If 
officials be Ministers then the underlying principle of caltinet govern- 
ment falls to the ground. iSo student of constitutional history can 
possibly grudge the reasonable reserve powers of the administrative head 
:a the hope that they will fall into disuse through noo-exercise but the 
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vetoing power of the Goverjuor £U ciB»teinpIated by the Simon Commis- 
|Son goes beyond proper limit and thus they are sure 'to arouse mistrust 
and suspicion. The reserve powers should not go beyond the preserva- 
tion of law and order and the protection of minorities. 

Then, Sir, the Government at the centre remains irresponsible as it 
is to-day and the “Federal Assembly” — a very happy name indeed — will 
be after all a debating body without any hope of influencing the irres- 
ponsible executive in any way. The findings as regards problems of 
defence are thoroughly disappointing. The Army budget is even now 
sacrosanct; but at the direction of the Governor General it was thrown 
open to dimmssion in the Assembly. But the Commission recommend to 
take the Army out of the Government of India and place it in the hands 
of the Viceroy. Thus the Federal Assembly will stand as a mute 
witness to the Imperialistic military policy of Britain — a situation which 
would be intolerable in any scheme of Government. On a perusal of 
the Army recoinmendations, one could notice that India exists for the 
military e.xigencies of Great Britain. An Imperial outlook pervades 
right througli and Iini>erial considerations have guided them from start 
to finisii in framing tlieir recommendations. It is a monstrous recom- 
mendation that the Government of India will contribute handsomely 
but the Federal Assembly far from directing the Army policy will not 
even be in a position to offer criticisms, however futile, and suggestions, 
however constructive, to the Army organisation in India which is to 
be sacrificed at the altar of Britain. 

Sir, 1 do not wish to go into the details of the Commission’s 
recommendations whi< h are unsymj)athetic and all the more unfortunate 
as the Indian tax]>ayer’s money is wasted over them. 1 desire to draw 
the attention of this House tliat the Simon (^)inniission by ignoring the 
just claims of landholdei-s have lietrayed a lamentable lack of imagina- 
tion and appreciation of the history of India. The Kamindars and their 
tenants have stood by Government through sunshine and storm and 
have never been slow in extending their loyal support to them in working 
the constitution. The Commission have failed to recognise that the 
owners of the laiHl and the tillers of the soil are the real laf'tors that 
count in India and to ignore the one is to jeopardise the interests of the 
other. The interests of the landlords and their tenants are inseparably 
bound up together and no constitution ('an be of any value unless their 
rights and privileges are given the consideration that they deserve. 

Sir, one word more and I have done. The Layton scheme is not also 
natisfaotory. Sir W. T. Layton has not disturbed the defewoe ratio 
whioh ht kimaelf admits to be extremely high. Ue admits that India 
is a fMSor country and yet reoeramends fresh taxation : New taxation, 
Rtf, is not the remedy. Sir Waiter fjayton has made no suggestioas to 
aiact noonotny by carrying out in taic the raconuimadaticins of the 
findioape Oommittee or by reducing the Army expenditure; he explores 
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of new taction. In this eoiffhection, I desire to point out 
the imposition of^come-tax on agticultural incomes will only hove tip ’ 
effect of suhvertinfr the basic principles of the Permanent Settlement ‘ 
of 1793. There should be no further inroads on the nVhts of the landed 
aristocracy of Beiijral. I may point out. Sir. that land revenue is a tax 
— not an economic rent — and any further taxation will mean dduble' 
taxation wdiitdi cannot he justified on any jrround. Under no 
circumstances, income-tax on npricultural incomes can he morallv 

justified, especially in the i>ermanently-settled areas. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, T (onfess, T have 
not been al)le to join in the chorus of stronj^ lanj^uaf^e u>eil a){‘ainst 
tlie report of the Simon Uoinmi'^sicui. On the contrary, lookinjf at 
it from a point of view whicii is perhaps not the point of view from . 
which it has been looke<l at ^eneially, I have always (M)nsidered it 
to be a brilliant, luminous and ma^rnificent piece of work. I^iok at 
it as a piesentatum of the w lude case of En^fland apiinst India’s 
freedom put foiward hv Kn^Iand’s most brilliant Advocate. Look af 
it from tliat point of view and >ou will find that it is not only a 
brilliant piece of advia-acy, not only a Inniinous exjiosition of prineiples 
as umleist<i(»(l 1)\ Kn^dishmen, but aUo tlie most valuable constitutional 
document foi which Indians ou^ht to he veiy ^frateftil. Ainl for this 
reason, us I liave >ai(l. the Simon ('ommisNion Ifeport has put ft>rward 
the whole case of Knf.dand 4i^niinst India’s free<|oin summarised and 
presented by the most brilliant Advocate of Kn^-lund, and w)»en you 
find that the case, thus pres<‘nted. is s<i weak and so absolutely 

untenable, there i" a vei\ >rreat caiiM* for jj;’ratificat ion and satisfaction 
on the pa it of thf»sf who s«*ek to ^et freedom for India. I'he Simon 
('♦unmission ha** throuf'lnmt made a point <»f einphasisin^ and magnify- 
inj; the diffiiultieH in the way (tf the iiiiiriediute priant of const itutionnl 
self-^^uvern merit in India. It ha> hroiijcht forward all that can he put 
foruiiid as an oh^taile to the Lriant of immediate self-jirovernment, 
and thr(>ii>i'hoiit the report, pa^e after pa^e, you can see that the whole 
mass has been drawn as a reil herring across the path of India's freedom. 

And what are the difficulties?' There are the Indian States. N» 
one who reads the report can foijjret that there are the Indian States, 
that they represent one-third of hrdia, that they are very important 
assets, an<l their interests have ^r^t t<i he considered. A formidable 
difficulty in the way of ^untin^ self -govern merit to India! Very well, 

I admit that this is a problem which give.s rise to the greatest amount 
of difficulty in formulating a wheme of constitutional reform of 
government for India. This is a problem whirli has not been shirked 
by the Indian students of the question. It is a pnddem which has 
been given the largest amount of space in the Nehru Report. IxioW 
at the treatment of the snhject in the one and look at it in the other* 
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Tbe Simon Commission is content with magnifying the obstacle which 
has been raised by the States, and when it comes to the solution of 
t]ie problem, tliey can biggest nothing better than saying “sever India 
into two parts,” the States going directly under the sovereignty of 
His Majesty the King and under the supervision of the Viceroy. That 
is to say, divide India into two not only for now, but permanently. 
Because, although there is a pious hope expressed that in future these 
States w'ould think fit to come into Indian federation, no one who 
know’s fa<*tH would ever think of that dream Wing realised. Well, it is 
a dream m)t to be realised, be<auHe coining into the Indian federation 
■would necessarily iniply the grunt of constitutional rights to" the 
subjects of the Indian States to such an extent that the Indian princes 
would be the last persons to grant them, unless they are wrenched 
away from their hands by the people theniscdves. That is the solution 
that the (himniission has offered. I say. Sir, it is an insult to the 
great intellect of Sir John Simon to say that a lawyer of his eminence 
‘ could not offer a better solution of this problem. I do not think that 
he* could have for one nicmient felt impressed with the argument 
advanced by Sir W*slie Scc>tt that the paramount authority of the 
(Government of India could not be transferred to a constitutional 
government in India. We know of cases in history in which 

]»rotectorates have passed along with the transfer of sovereignty. If 
that was jMissible, in the case of, for instance ('rete, is it not possible 
as a proposition of international law. or of ciuasi-international law to 
lay down that with the cession not of the sovereignty but of the 
administration of the Government of His Majesty to the people of 
India the constitutional powers would pass on to the hands of the^. 
peojde. 'Ihat is a pioposition wliirh is so much in consonance with 
the principle of and far well established in international law that 
I think it would be an insult to Sir Jolin Simon to say that he was 
not aware of the [uinciple. Well. Sir, I say tliat the fact is that 
thin problem has been shiikcul by the Simon Commission. 

Then there is that difficulty airainst the grant of constitutional 

(i('A ernimmt immeclintelv to India — India has not got a national army 
which sIm' can call hei ( wn, a diffic ulty whicdi T realise more than any 
one else ^^ith ‘-liaiue and disgust. Hut the answer to that has been 
given by that gallant seddier. Sir -Frank Younghusbancl. Who has 
place*l India in that position^ Wh> have you during the 150 years 
not plac'ed India in the position of a nation of having an army of its 
own It is perfectly true that a naticmal army is e.ssential for the 
existence of a national Government. With regard to that propo.sition, 
no one enters intc» a controverM with the Simon Commission; but, 
as has been pointed out very pertinently, that thei'e is no substance in 
the argument that India must have a national array to defend heraelf 
against foreign invasion before she can have Dominion Status. May 
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1 ask, was there a national army in Australia or Canada before self- 
.goTernment was granted to them? The answer is not attempted by 
4he Simon Commission. They have jmt foru'ard an answer which is 
iiot convineinjr. What is the solution snirfrested by them? Tlie 
answer is, India must eternally he kept in a position in wliich she is 
not fully self-ffovernin>r: take off the Indian Army they say to he 
4i(lministered hv the Vireroy. 

p.ni. 

Sic, that is the solution which has l>een offeietl for the s^Mond 
•difficulty rai.sed hy the Simon Commission. This difficulty is simply 
put aside by the Commission, and it has been .solved by it in a way 
which only ensures a continuance of the British connection — not only 
•of the British connection, hut also of the British domination. 

ffow. Sir, with re<tard to this (juestion of the defence of India, 
airein, I must tell you that the Nehru Report ^ave the most careful 
•consideration to this question, and the solution offered there is so 
reasonable that one wonders why the Simon Commission simply brushed 
it aside. The Nehru Report does not say that the Indian Army 
shfuild forthwith come fully under the Indian Rnrliament, which 
Mould lie moie or less of an experimental character. The Nehru 
Ounmittee su/r^^ests th;it the army shouhl he controlled by a Committee 
s)l Defence on mIucIi tliere sliould 1h» repre.sented some of the ministers 
tnid some of the commandinjf officers of the various hranches of the 
tinny. Now. tliere we have an equal number of ministers and ail 
♦qual nuiulier of jieneruls t<» constitute the Defence ('ommittee which 
will have full control over the internal affairs of the Army. I’ower is 
re.served to the CTOvernor-Oenenil in Council to keep certain matters 
■outsiile the conti<d of the Lejrislati\e Assenihly. That was an houe«t 
and ^imere altenijit to solve this diflicult pndilem. It M’ould not only 
Igi'e India an aimy Mhich Mouhl not keep her under the perpetual 
hegemony (d Kn*.rl:tnd hut, fui tlie other hand, it would trainings 

tf> Indian '■tateMnen to liandle the military problem efficiently, familiar- 
ise them with the dittu ult ics r.f the military piohlems, and enable 
them to develiqi the Indian Aimy and as.sume full control of it when 
the time ' aine, 1’hat tlie way in whir h the problem can be, and 
should he. Milved. The Simon (’oinmission felt itself uneijual to the 
task of solvinjr it. I am afraid it is too great a strain on our credulity 
to believe that some of the Iwst brains of England fiiilefl to find a 
solution for the problem. 

Now. Sir, the next red herring is the Hindii-M<iHlein question wdiich 
has I»een maile much of by the Commission. I do not. for one moment, 
minimise the gravity of the problem. I think that, however if may 
have come abmii, it exists there. T know that the summary of the 
mtuation which has been given by the Simon Commission a.s regards 
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thin qiiMtion h not correct. It does not giro the whole tmtlf about 
the matter. I know that there are eome things behind it which havo 
not been appieciated by the Simon Commission. But has the CommissionT 
tried to solve the problem? No. The Commission has simply said ^ 
“We won’t solve it.” It has given a slap in the face of communalista 
on both sides by saying, “You have made your bed by the Lucknow 
Pact, and now you should lie on it. We are not going to help you out.” 
Now, Sir, that is, I believe, the most valuable part of the Report, 
That is a remirider to those who are harping continuously upon 
communal interests and communal rights that we must compose our 
diberences, that we must stand tide by side and make up our quarrels 
before we can acliieve our object, and that we have nothing to lose but 
everything to gain if we sink our dib'eiences ajul present a united 
front to the whole world. Now, what is the answer which is given 
by the SiiiKjn (Vnnniissidn to the problem of Hindu-Moslem relations?* 
The answer is: “We curiiiof do anything; we cannot find a solution.” 
But we must find a solution in any caNe. Whatever may be the facta 
us regjirds the Hindu-Moslem <iuesfion, we have got to tell the Simou 
Commission and the British (Government : “We will find the .solution.” 
We have got to solve it in our own way, and our answer to Engli^nd 
should be: “fiet us have it all our own way, and we w'ill solve it 
in no time.” (Hear, hear.) It is not true that a solution of thia 
problem cannot be found. The members of the Simon Commission 
cannot he assumed to l>e so ignorant of what has been happening sinco 
the War in many European countrie.s as not to know that there new 
constitutional devices have been designed to protect the interests of 
minorities and of persons who are in a position of disadvantage. Well,. 
Sir, there is not a word about those safeguards — not a word about 
these attempts that have been made to solve the question of minorities — 
in the Report. It simply says: “We cannot solve the problem.” It 
18 shelved, and for what reason? It is shelved, because if you find 
a rpftlly effei’tive solution for the problem, you would be giving away 
the whole ease of England for dominating over this country. That 
is the reason, perhaps, why it was shelved. Otherwise, it is impossible 
to believe that the Commission could not have found a solution for this 
problem. Let us now take the solution which has been proptmed by 
the Nehru Report 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Mr* W. t. TRAVERS: Mr. President, Sir, I dieapproTe of • 
portion of the reaolution that has l>een moved by Mr. Gupta. Therefore,. 
in ipite of the fa*‘t that Mr. Gupta and Mr. Bose have brought to their 
1^ forces about which an Englishman is not ashamed to confesa 
ia^idation, I feel that I must oppose this r^lution. But, 8ir^ 
li«lore 1 go on I should like to prefix my remarks by saying that whnt 
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I Miy ii &f own opinion^mj opinion alono. I am not 

speakiag to-day as Prosident of ibo European Asaociation, for that 
Association has not yet formulated its ideas upon the Simon Report,, 
nor am I speaking- even as the Leader of the European group of this 
House. I am speaking only as a Member of this rouiicil— proud to bo 
in the position of one who has served Bengal in this (Vninril for a conti- 
nuous length of time greater than any other member of this llouse^ 
either British or Indian. And when I cast. Sir, iny mind hack and 
think of the Legislative (Vmncil of Bengal as it was before the present 
constitution came into being — wlien I think of these 10 years that we 
have had of diarchy, and when I think again of the proposals of the 
Simon Commission in reference to the future, what amazes me, indeed, 
is the fact that so much progress has been, and will be, made toward* 
self-government and the satisfaction of the legitimate aspirations of our 
Indiaii fellow-citizens in the government of this country. A\ hen th» 
recommendations of the Simon (’om mission are enacted into law — when 
the next (onstitution is introduced in this province in the near future — 
surely, Bengal — nay the whrde of India — will have (‘omplete self-govern- 
ment, provided the minorities are left alone, lhat is liow I view the 
profMOsals of the Simon Commission in reference to Bengal. 

It Ii true, Sir, that becau-se of the immense size, because of the 
diversit.t, because of tlie huge population of this continent, the rerom- 
niendations of the Statutory (’ommissioners are that the basis of self- 
government be the jirovinrial States, and that Bengal with its 

47 miliums of peo]»le shall be a self-governing State. But, surely, if 
one consider.s the wider issues involved, the federal H(dution appears to 
hp the only Holution. It will give the control of their destiny to the 
ttrmposite people of this province, — the 47 millions of Bengalis, — and 
similarly to the people of other jiroviiicial Stales, leaving the (Vntral 
Government to administer only (hose departments whirh must from 
their very nature be managed by an All-India Autliority. 

Sir, I have listeiie<l to the speeches of Mr. Gupta and other member* 
of this House with a feeling of disappointiiient . It seems to me, Sir, 
that he and other niembers of this Coun<‘il are still thinking of India's 
constitution being framed on what the ('ommissioiters slate to be tb# 
British model — the model of a country so small and so tiny compared to 
India, and with a population not equal even to that of Bengal alone. 
Sir, 1 am not going this evening to repeat the arguments in the Report 
in regard to that question. They are stated there lucidly and clearly, 
and to my mind it is impossible to refute those arguments. But, Kir, 
one might for one moment compare the people of this country with those 
of the Uniti^ Htates of America. Surely, in regard to the centre there 
ii not much diference between the poeition of the Fnited Stale* citinMi 
and the Xndiftii citlien! I am referring to the proposal* ^iijrtie 
Commissioners. 
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LeariiiK that point aside for a moment, I wish once more this hveniiig 
to draw the attention of this House to — to stress the immensity of— 
the three great difficulties which are in the path of India’s progress to 
complete and entire self-government in the centre and in the provinces 
too. I feel that we often get away from the practical issues involved 
in these obstacles. Those diflBculties are there. It is useless, it is 
foolish to try to say that they are not there. The three difficulties, of 
which we have heard in many speeches this evening, are: first of all, 
the position of the great Indian State.s; secondly, the Army and Defence; 
and thirdly, the communal chasm that exists, so unhappily, between the 
follow'ers of the two great Indian religions. As regards the first, the 
recommendations of the Commissioners provide for a solution in the 
future. In regard to that solution, Sir, I say that many of us — Britishers 
— earnestly desire that that solution should be, if jmssible, far more 
concrete. We Britishers desire that the all-India building may be 
completed more (juickly than- the Commissioners recommend. We 
agree with many others in this country, and with the mover of this 
resolution, in the desire — the ardent desire, the very natural desire of all 
Indians — that India as a country and India’s peoples shall be placed in 
a position of absolute equality with other countries and their people. 
(Hear, hear.) We are with the hoii’ble mover of the resolution in this 
desire, but, Sir, we cannot — I cannot — at present agree that there 
should be res])onsible government in the centre. These difficulties, as 
I have said, are there and we cannot get over them by simply thinking 
that they are not there. 


f)-4r> p.m. 

The Indian priiu'es cannot be compelled to enter into an All-India 
Federation and surely the solution must be that for all India. They 
have their treaties with His Majesty the Kifig-Km])eror and their entry 
therein depends uptm tlieir own ( hoice and their own desire. 

Nevt there is the army of which we have heard so much. Some 
solutions — many — have been put forward before, but of tho.se solutions 
I liave seen none that is practical except that of the Simon Commission, 
and why did the Commissioners make the.se proposals as they are. Do 
they not state in their report that they make those proposals so that 
the question of the army should no longer obstruct the progress of India 
towards self-government ? I think Mr. Gupta should not forget the 
reason for which they place the army in the category in which they 
do. There are many of us here also who think that the proposals in 
ragt&rd to the army may be enlarged and that perhaps dominion troop* 
of Sufficient efficiency may be created, but the creation of an army must 
be slow and one cannot get over that fact. 
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There is another fact whic h I must once more brinpr before Mr. Gupta 
and it is this: That whatever happens in the future it must not be 
forgotten that British soldiers will never serve under an Indian 
Government as mercenaries. 

Now lastly let us come to the communal problem, wliich forms a 
chasm that unhappily exists between the followers of India’s two great 
religions. Now, Sir, a solution of that difficulty depends surely upon 
the united efforts of Indian leaders. Can we or do we, at the present 
moment, see any indication that there is any possibility or probability 
of the great communal question being settled H I do not wish to create 
bitterness or make the bitterness that is in existence at the present 
moment worse. AVe have heard to-day a speech from one Muhammadan 
member winch raises this question : Is it not a fact that at the present 
moment Muhammadans throughout India feel that, although they have 
noted the offer of a separate electorate in the recommendations of the 
Simon Report, yet they regard the future, if the recommendations as 
laid down in that report are enacted, with anxiety and trepidation? 
Is it not a fact that that anxiety and that fear is due to the fact that 
the Muhammadans in this province and in the centre may be under the 
domination of a Hindu majority? I suy that now and without any 
equivocation. Speaking on the larger issue and the justice of tKat 
issue, I think and am of the definite opinion that the Muhammadans in 
Bengal should have a representation based upon the percentage of their 
population. I say that because it seems to me that in spite of the argu- 
ments in the report, in six provinces in India the Hindus are in a 
maj(»rit\ and in two provinces, namely, Bengal and the Punjab, the 
Muhammadans are in a majority, it is but right and just that the 
Muhammadans should have the advantage of their majority. But I 
leave that point alone for the moment. Does the present position from 
what we read in the papers from day to day of the fears of the Muham- 
madans lead us to the conclusion that there is a probable solution of this, 
the greatest ditficulty to my mind, before the educated people of India? 

I say to Mr. Gupta and r>ther Indian leaders that if they can by some 
means nr other find a solution c)f that ditficulty they can then take the 
iion-ivfficial Britisliers much tarther, far farther on the road towards 
eelf-govei iiment than they are at jjresent prepared to g(». I say that 
because, whatever may be said of it, whatever may be the criticism on 
it, it is a fact that Great Britain owing to the accident of hintory is 
etill re.spousible for India’s minorities throughout this great country. 

In conclusion I would say to Mr. Gupta that we non-official Britishers 
are, and w'ill be, only too ready to do anything that we possibly can 
towards the solution of that great difficulty or of any others. The 
eecond assurance that I would give is that whatever may come out of the 
Hound Table Conference, whatever may come out of the Simon Report, 
whatever constitution comes into existence in this country, whether it 
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b« more toward* my d^ire or toward* the ardeiit hopes of Mr. Oupta> 
whatever that may be, we Britishers will do our best to ensure succes* 
to the Hew oanstitution. We have associated ourselves completely in 
this House with the constitution that is now in Bengal, and in the future 
it will be our hope and our desire that our servic'es may be of value to 
our Bengalee fellow-citizens in the BenjfCel Le^^islative Council. 

The resolution of Mr. J. N. Gupta was then put and agrreed to. 

The resolution of Mr. J. N. Gupta being carried, the amendment of 
Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Roy failed. 


Adjournmant. 

The Council was then a<ljourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 19th 
August, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



ProGMiings of tho Bongal Ligislotivo Council tssi^iOll un^ tho 
provisions of tho Covornmont of India Act. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall. Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 19th Aujrust, 1930, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. Pre'^ident (the Hon’ble Haja Sir Manmatiia Nath Hay 
C iTACDHCRi, KT., of Saiitosh) in the Chair, the four HoiCble Meml)ers of 
the Exe< utive Council, the Hon'ble Khan Hahndur K. (1. M. Faroqui 
fMini*ttei ). tlie Iloirbb* Mr. Khwaja NaKimuddin, c.i.k. (Minister) and 
107 muninuted and elected members. 


Accident at Bhda steamer station. 

*94. Maulvi MUHAMMAD H098AIN: (rO Is the Honlde MemW in 
charjrc of the Marine Depailmcnt aMarc that at the two verj' imjxirtant 
steamer stations (>1 the Han.sal-Hh<)wanijranj Fee<ler Service line, viz., 
Bhola and Kalu|)ara. there are no rest in houses for passenfrers 

(h) Is the ITon'ble Memlier alsf) aware that an unfortunate incident 
took j)lace on 11th May, 1930. in the small barg-e Umt used at Bhola 
for keepin^r carjfoes as well us iKMikin^ ofh<’e and in which jmssenfCt^rH 
ar‘comni(xiate themselves owiny- to the absence of a reating- houae, 
resulting in the instantaneous death of cme and severe as well aa slight 
tojurie# to many other j>a*ii»engers ? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member l)e pleaded to state how the incident took place f 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state— 

(t) the nature of injuries; and 
(it) the number of persons injured? 


(e) What steps, if any, have been taken by the Company to make 
adequate compensation to the suBereri oouocmed? 
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if) Wiat action, if any, have the Goveniment taken or do they pro- 
pose to take i^inst the Company in this connection? 

(//) Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state whether there wa/» 
any police inquiry into the matter? 

{h) If the answer to (//) is in the affinnative, what is the purport 
of the report? 


MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr« Aa Marr) • (/i) There is a rest-house with male and female accom- 

modation as well as a receivinjr flat at Bhola. The rest-house was built 
in 1929. There is no rest-house at Kalupara. 

{h) An accident did take place at Bhola station on May 11th. One 
person was killed tuid seven injured : all the injured persons were dis- 
charged fnrni hospital by 15th May. 

(c) and {il) A barge brought by a previous steamer had been unload- 
ing and .was lying alongside the landing flat. Its hatches Mere closed 
and covered with tarj)aulin8. 

Passengers waiting for the Bhowaniganj passenger steamer crowded 
on til© edge of the flat and refused to move in order to let the barge 
be moved aM'uy. When the steamer came, M’aiting passengers croMrded 
on the barge and disemlmrking passengers also came across it. On© 
of the hatches gave May, causing the death of one — an invalid — and 
injuring others. 

(r) None. It is stated tliat the deceased had no dependants. 

(J) None. This is a matter for the aggrieved parties. 

(<7) Yes. 

(A) As stated in (r) above. 


Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: With refeience to answer (e), will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state by whom it was stated that the 
deceased had no dependants? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: By the steamer company. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Did the Government make any 
inquiry P 


Tht HoiPbIt Mr. A. MARR: No. 
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Grand Trunk Road between Asanaol and Burdwan. 


Mr. E. G. ORMONO. (o) Will the Hon*l>le Minister in 
charge of the Public Works Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that no major repairs have been executed on the Grand Trunk 
Road between Asansol and Burdwan for a considerable period, with the 
result that tlie road is now in a serious state of disrepair?' 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Meinl>er Ik* pleased to state what steps, if 
any, have been taken to improve the condition of the Grand Trunk Road 
between Asansol and Burdwan? 


MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (tho 
H6n*ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui): (n) It is not clear what is 
meant b\ “major rejiairs.*’ Repairs to the road were executed where 
considered necessary, as far as funds permitted. 

ih) Steps have lH‘en taken to cany out the ordinary repairs to tho 
road during* the current financial year. The actual condition of the 
road cannc>t t>e improved until funds are forthccnning fiu* such improve^ 
ments. 


Classification of political prisoners. 

*96, Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERilEE: Will the Hon'bb 
Member in charpt* of the Rolilical (Jails) Dejairtment In* j)lc*ased to 
lav on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the different classes under which |H»litical juisoners are 
g*roui>ed ; 

(ci) the variation in the treatment accorded to the piisoneis in the 
different classes; and 

(ill) the numlier of political prisonerH lielonging to each of such 
classes at present under detention? 

MEMBER in ohargo of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’bla Sir Provath Chundor Mittor): (i) and (ft) The member is 
invited to read the rules for the superintendence and management of 
jails and 8ul>-/ail» in Bengal a copy of which is laid on the library table. 

(ill) The member is invited to read the reply to starred (piestion 
No. 39 (a) {it} asked hy Mauivi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, u.L.C. 
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Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to stmte whether a member of this Council is entitled to be 
classed as a Division I prisoner? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question. 


■* * 

Exptnditiiri an works of poMio utility by local bodios in BiarOwMi. 

*97. Mauivi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the L<K'al Self-dovernment Deiairlment be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(f) the total amount o»f expenditure for water-supply, construction 
and repjiir of roads, bridges, etc., medical expense and 
exjKMise on education in each thana sej>arately in the district 
of Burdwan during the last 22 years; 

(ii) the exiK*nditure for water-supply, (onstruction and rei>air of 
roads, bridges, etc., medical hel]>, education and jungle- 
cutting in each union Iniard separately with the names of 
the union boards in Tlaina and Jamalpur thanas in each year 
after the formation of the union boards!" 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. Faroqui): Statements 
furnished by the Burdwan district board giving the inf(»rmation required 
as far as available are laid on the table. Statistics are not available 
for individual union boards. 



Bvrdwan in si rut board. 
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Siatemwt referred to in danse (i) of starred question No. 97^ showing 
approximate expenditure on IVater^suppiy^Netr Worh for the 
period from 191Sd9 to 1929’^^ thana by thona, based on the actuai 
number of wetls sunk in each thana and the averatje expenditure 
for each irell. 


Than*. 


Average 

ezpandiiuro. 


1. 

Khandughosh 

Rh. 

... 22,800 

2. 

liaina 

... 4;i,837 

n. 

Au.sgrnm 

... 57.667 

4. 

Katwa 

... 39.200 

5. 

Mongolkote 

... 26.660 

fi. 

Mf'iiiari and Satgachin 

... 68.001 

7. 

Janialpur 

... 83,704 

8. 

Bunlwan 

... 29.684 

9. 

Snh<d)gaiij 

... 28,277 

10. 

(jalni 

. 41,040 

11. 

Kulnii 

... 66.4fH) 

12. 

Ki'tugrain 

... 22,627 

10. 

UunteHwar 

... 14,260 

14. 

ViirbaNthali 

... 47,880 

16. 

Bhatar 

... 1,710 

Id. 

AsaiLBol subdiviBion 

6,91,726 
... 2.70.1)22 


Total 

... 8,62,048 
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Maulvi SYEO MAJID BAK8H: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state the reason why the expenses for Bhatar thana are 
small P 

The Hon'bla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: I want notice. 


Licensed guns in the Dacca Citya 

*98a Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the 
Hon^ble Member in charjre of the Police Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement sliowinp at the present time — 

(t) the number of licensed ffuns in the Dacca City; 

(ti) the number of Hindu licence-holders; 

(nf) the number of Muhammadan licence-holders; 

(tr) the number of ^uns owned by Hindus; 

(r) the number of ^uns owned by Muhammadans; and 
(?’/) the names of such licence-hoblers, both Hindus and Muham- 
matlaii'^, an<l their municipal adtlresses? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hla 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (i) 754. 

(tt) 425. 

On) dll. 

Or) -W). 

(v) dOf). 

(ri) (lovernment are not prepared to jtrive this information. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARill: Will the Hou’ble 

Member b<‘ pleased to stat(‘ the nunilM*r of licence-holders of ^.runs in th© 
city of Dacca y 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Addin^r (//) and (//7) the 
number is Td(I excludin^^ other cominunities. 


Noabad taluks in Chitagong. 

*98. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: 00 Will the Hon ble 

Meinl)er in charjre of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
when the final publication of the revisional survey in Chittagong is 
expected to be completed P 


s r 
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(b) Wbat is the %’ate of allowance allotted to the talnkdars in the 
r^sional survey in Satkanin, Chakaria, Banskhali and AnwaraP 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state whether a con- 
solidated allowance has been allowed or separate allowances have been 
allow'ed for intermediate etmamdars between raiyats and talukdars? 

(d) What are the assets of the etmamdars and raiyats and the 
Government revenue in each of the following mahals and what is the 
percentage of allowance allotted to them: — 

(/) in police-station Chakaria Noabad Taluk No. 78 Haridas; 

(it) in police-station Banskhali Noabad Taluk CCo. 420 Tazanissa; 

(ill) in poli(!e-8tation Banskhali Noabad Taluk No. 33647 Botal 
Hari ; 

(tr) in police-slation Banskhali Noabad Taluk No. 34671 Tarini 
Charan ; and 

(v) in poIi<e-stutioii Anwara Noabad Taluk No. 9134 Dewau- 
bibiP 

(c) How many Noabad taluks were sold in revenue sale on the 
23rd June, 1930, and how many out of them had to be purchased by 
the (ifovernment for w'ant of bidders? 

(/) Ts the Hon’ble Member aware that on account of the insuffi- 
cient profit allotted to the Noabad talukdars in the revisional survey 
it has become very difficult for them to maintain Noabad mahal nuy 
longer? 

(//) Are the (Government considering the desirability of recon- 
sidei'ing the Noabad assessment in (Jiittagohg for the protection of 
the talukdars? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the Chittagong Zumindars* 
Associutirm have unanimously pas.sed resolutions for reassessment of 
Noabad taluks in (Jiittagong and submitted them to Government for 
favourable consideration ? 

(il Are the (Government considering the desirability of incjuiring 
into the matter? 


MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (o) It is expected to complete the final 
publicaition by 3lst March, 1931. 

(b) Kates vary from 30 per cent, to 50 per cent, according to the 
circumstances of each case. 

(r) A consolidated allowance has l>een given as the talukdars created 
the etmams in limitation of their profits. 
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(li) (t) Noabad Taluk No. 78 Haridas in police^tion Ohakarla:— 
BSdyati asset of etmamdars — Rs. 6,37^15. 

Baiyati assets of talukdars — Rs. 6,587. 

Government revenue — Rs. 3,468-8. 

Percentage of allowance allotted to talukdars — 40 per cent. 
Percentage of allowance allotted to etmamdars — Varying from 
15 to 30 per cent. 

Besides the allowance at 40 per cent, of the assets given to the 
talukdars, a consoli<lated siiiii of Rs. 806-2 was deducted from their 
assets of Hs. 6,587 for upkeep of embankments. 

(ii) Taluk No. 420 Tazanissa in police-station Banskhali ; — 

Asset of tljc etmamdai'* — Rs. 2.076-7. 

Asset of the talukdars — Rs. 5,347. 

OoverrHoent revenm^— Rs. 2,961-8. 

iVrcentage ot allowance allotted to the talukdar — 45 per cent. 
Percentage of allowance allotted to several etmamdars — Varying 
from 15 to 30 per cent. 

(fVi) Taluk No. 33647 Potal ITari in police-station Banskhali; — 
Assets of etnuiindarH — There is no etmnm in this taluk. 

Asset of talukdar — Rs 74-2. 

(fovernnient revenue — Rs. 52-12. 

Percentage of allowance allotted to talukdar — 30 per cent. 

(rr) Noabad 3'aluk No. 34671 Tarini Charan in police-station 
Banskhali : — 

Asset to etinaindars— No etniain. 

Asset of talukdars — Rs. 13-8. 

(lovernuient revenue — Rs. 9-4, 

Percefitage of allowance allotted to the talukdar — 30 per cent. 

(r) Noabad Taluk No. 9134 Dewanbibi in police-station Anwara: — 
Asset of etmamdars — Rs. 157. 

Asset of talukdar — Rs. 2fl6-ll. 

Government revenue— Rs. 207-12. 

Percentage of allowance allotted to the talukdar — 30 jwr cent. 

Percentage of allowance allotted to several etmamdars — 15 and 20 
per cent. 



m 


QUESTIONS, 


[19th Aw* 


(e) 66 Noabad taluks under the management of the Court of Wards 
defaulted, but none of them was sold in revenue sale on 23rd June, 
1930. 

(/) This department has no such information. 

(fj) No. 

(//) Yes. 

(i) No. 


Unstarred Questions 

(anmers to which were laid on (he table). 

Reproduction Section of the Bengal Drawing Offlco. 

120. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the llon^ble Member in charge 
of the Kevenue Dejiartmeiit l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the He[)rodu(*ti(in Se<*tion of the Bengal l>i‘awing Office submitted a 
memorial to the ITon’ble Memlier in March last? 

(b) If HO, what action has been taken in the matter? 

(r) What action has Ix'en taken in the matter of the grievances of 
the Iteproduction Section of the Bengal Drawing Office referred to 
in the s|>e(‘ch of Maulvi Jalaluddiu Ilashemy, m.l.c., during the last 
budget discussion ? 

The Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) In April 
last the Beproduction Section of the Bengal Dniwing Office submitted 
B memorial to the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the llevenue Dejiart- 
ment through the Director of Land Records, Bengal. 

(b) and (c) After a careful examination of the case, Oovernment 
have come to the comdusion that th(‘ gri»*vances of the Reproduction 
Setdion, it any, an* not such as to re(|uir(' immediate redress. 

Government Fisheries in Dacca. 

121. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: {a) Will the Hon ble 

MemlMM in charge of the Revenue lK*jKirtment be pleased to state 
whether Dac<a (olleetorate Tauzi No. 1()122 Buriganga is a Govern- 
ment fishery ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnutive, will the Hon’ble 
MemlH'r he jdeased to state whether it has been settle<l after the 
expiry of the previous lease on 3lst March, 1930, either to a non- 
fiahennan siieculntor or to the fishermen’s co-oi>erative society? 

(c) If the fishery* has lieen settled to a non-fisherman speculator, 
what are the reasons for it ? 
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Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to stute whether the 
Collector of Dacca wrote any letter to the Secretary of the All-Bengal 
and Assam Fishermen’s Association in November, 1926, for the forma- 
tion of co-operative societies to take lease of Oovernnient fisheries? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bW 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government fisheries have been 
leased out to the All-Bengal and Assam Fishermen’s Association? If 
not, why not? 


The Hon'bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: {a) Yes. 

(6) The fishery has been resettled with the previous lessee Khan 
Bahadur Nawabzada Muhammad Afzid, a non-fishennan. 

{(') The reasons for the resettlement of the fishery with a non- 
fisherman are as follows: — 

{{) The father of the present settlement holder upheld at gi*ent 
exiH'use Government’s (‘hiim to the fishery against some 
fishermen and the Kasimpur zamindars. 

ill) The fishery has not yt*t yielde<l any profit to tin* h*ssee if 
litigation exjvnses an* taken info <*onsideratioTi. 

(d) In October, 11*26. tlie (’iilleitor of Dacca wrote to the Assist- 
ant Registrar of (’o-ojH‘rati\e Credit Soci«‘ties, l)a<*ca, suggesting the 
constitution of a co-ojHuative so<’iety of fishermen for (‘state No. 81177 — 
dalkar Khodadudpur— and expnvssiiig sympathy with the co-o|s*rative 
movement . 

(r) Of the five fisheries in the district of Dacca thnu* have already 
been settled with fishermen’s co-ofH‘rative (Tcdit societies. 


Licentiates of Medical Schools and Covoming Body of the 
State Medical Faculty of Bengal. 

122. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Member 
in charge of the M<Hlical (Reserved) ih'irartment he pleased to state 
the reasons fnr not allowing^ any s(*at in th«* Stat<* Medical h’aculty of 
Bengal to the licentiates of M(*dii al Schools? 

MEMBER in charge of MEDICAL (RESERVED) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): Refereme is presumably 
to the (loverning Body of the State Medical Faiulty. 'I’lic reason 
that it does not include licentiates of the Medical Faculty fioni Medical 
Schtsds is that the jK^Iicy has l>t*en to constitute the (fovertiing Bcsly 
from the leaders of the medical profession who naturally hold higher 
degrees. 
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Motor bimi in Daoea. 

123. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that motor buses are 
not allowed to pass through some of the important thoroughfares in 
Dacca town, viz., Islampur Hoad, liyal Street, Babubazar Hoad and 
Mitford Hoad ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that this causes serious inconve- 
nience to the public? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble Member also aware that motor buses are not 
allowed to enter the Dacca Hailw'ay station to pick up passengers 
therefrom ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in <he aflirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be j)l<*ased to state the reasons why the bus-owners were 
refused their licences by the Eastern Bengal ICailwuy authorities? 

The Hon’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. 

(h) No. On the contrary, such traffic w'ould be dangerous as the 
roads named are not wide enough for it. 

(c) Yes. 

{(I) Government have no information. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: AVill the llon'ble 
Member ]»e pleased to slate whether it is a fact that motor-bus owners 
wore permitted by the railway authorities at first tcj pic k up jiassengers 
and 8ub.sp(|uenlly they were prevented on the api)earance of the De])uty 
Inspector-General of Polic^e? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Not so far as I am 

aware. 

Rai Bahadur KBBHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: AVill the Hon’ble 
Member be pleu.sed to institute an inc^uiry us to the reasons for disallow- 
ing motor buses fn>m picking pas.sengers at the railway station? 


Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that motor-bus licenc*e was refused 
at the instigation of prominent Muhammadan residents in order to safe- 
guard the interests of the Muhammadan hackney-carriage owners? 
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Hw Hon'bto Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I niay tell the Hon’ble 
Member that shop-keepers and residents along the roads through which 
the buses would pass strongly objected to their passing along the roads 
as they were so narrow and dangerous. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the llon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that inotor-*l)us owners 
were not allowed to pick up passengers from the railway station by the 
railway authorities? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have no information. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: AVill the Iloirble Member 
be pleased to institute an inquire into the matter arising out of answer 

(c)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hotrble member 
will give detail> I shall take whatever steps may be necessary. 


ClassiAcatioffi of two Ordiitanoe prlsonors at Howrah. 

124. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Member in ( hnrge of the Ibdilical (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether it a fact that Saiiti Kumar Da.s (hijda, Ham Krishna 
Bhattacharjee and two others, who were sentenced to six months* 
simple imprisonment on the lOth July last under the Intimidation 
Ordinum e of Ibdtl b\ Mr. J. (’. Sen, Deputy Magistrate, Howrah, 
were at first classed by the trying Magistrate us “B” class prisoners 
but that the older regarding classification was HubHecjuently altered 
and they were put in class “(’’’v 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member l>e plcuised to state the circumstances under which the pre- 
vious order was c hanged ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the presiding officer altered the order under 
instructions from any higher authority? 


The Hon’bio 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; (a) Assuming 
that Ram Krishna Bhattacharjee is a mistake for Rum Krishna 
Mukherjee the answer is ‘’Yes.** 
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(h) It wag changed by a letter written on the following day by 
the trying Magietrate who, on further coiMtideration of the informa- 
tion at hig disposal, considered his previous orders for classification 
to be unjustified. 

(c) No. Sub8e(|uen.tly, on representations made to the District 
Magistrate, the case of Santi Kumar Das Gupta was examined, and 
the I.^cal Government, on a report that he was of superior statuf, 
classified him in Division II. 


Clasaification of firisoners. 

125. Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: («) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in chiirffe of (lie Political (Jails) Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a Htatenient showing — 

(!) the luinilier of persons imprisoned for political offences in 
Henpal from April, 1930, up to the 20th July last; 

(ii) how many of these prisoners have been treated as A or B 
rlasH prisoners; and 

(n?) whether any applications were made for being placed fn A 
or B cl ass 


(/i) If the answer to (n) (n/) is in the aflirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(t) how many such applii'ations were made; and 
(ii) liow many of them were granted? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (0 4,303 
up to the end of duly for oiTences in connection with civil disobedience. 

(m) Yes. 

(/>) In the (Use of applications made to the Ix)cai Government 
during the period referred to — 


(») 55; 

(».) 16 . 
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SystmirfjflttornA^ip examlnatiom. 

IM. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: (a) Will ihe }hm^hh 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state the 
system of the Attorneyship examinations held under the Calcutta 
nigh Court. 

(b) Will the Hon’hle Member he pleased to state the number of 
students who appeared and passed respectively in the Intermediate 
and the Final Attorneyship examinations of the Calcutta High Court 
held in the years 1920-29? 

(c) Is it a fact that very few of the successful candidates pass in 
all the subjects in every term in the Attorneyship examinations, and 
their marks are raised to reach the minimum pass marks? 

(ii) Is it a tact that there is no syllabus fixed for these examina- 
tions? 

{f') Is it a fact that while a large amount has accumulated in the 
fee fund, the Hoard of Kxaiiiiner** has still kept up that high examina- 
tion fees in spite of repeated representations of the candidates ti» low’er 
the fees? 

(f) Is the llon’hle Member aware that the articled clerks to the 
solicitors have got to pay a very liigh premium which sometimes goes 
up to a prohibitive sum of Us. 10,000? 

(/;) Is the Horrhle Memhei awaie that there is a large number of 
articled clerks already aw'aiting to cjualify themselves for enrolment 
as solicitors anci that the majority of them are detained year after 
year for some reason or other? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Full particulars of 
the examination and of the fees chargeable are contained in the High 
Court Rules and Orders, Original Side. Certain proposals for the 
amendment of the rules are under the c*onsideration of the Court. 

{h) A statement is laid on the table, 

(r) The information is not available. 

(d) The subjects of the examination are given in the rules referred 
to. 


(e)» (/) and (g) The idformation is not available. 
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Statement referred to $n the reply ^ ctause {b) of unstarred 
question No^ 



Final. 

Intermediate. 

Year. 

Number 

of 

candidates 

appeared. 

Number 

of 

candidates 

passed. 

Number 

of 

candidates 

appeared. 

Number 

of 

candidates 

passed. 

1920. 





February 

11 

8 

17 

6 

August 

11 

3 

14 

7 

1921. 





February 

16 

3 

22 

8 

August 

18 

5 

26 

3 

1922. 





February 

18 

8 

30 

5 

August 

17 

6 

42 

14 

1923. 





February 

18 

6 

40 

23 

August 

26 

13 

29 

11 

1924. 





Fcbnuuy 

31 

11 

23 

7 

August 

33 

6 

30 

0 

1025. 





February 

32 

9 

28 

4 

August 

33 

6 

40 

6 

1926. 





February 

35 

11 

33 

10 

Auguiit 

1927. 

21 

5 

44 

41 

February 

24 

6 

28 

7 

August 

25 

4 

34 

S 

1928. 





Fcbniary 

27 

10 

40 

12 

August 

30 

3 

37 

7 

1920. 





February 

31 

6 

40 

7 

August 

25 

6 

48 

15 


Lieenoat for guns, revolvers and pistols in Dacca. 

127. Mr. AN AN DA MOHAN PODDAR: Will the Honble 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on tho 
table a statement showing the names of the j>ersons to whom licences 
for — 

(7) guns, 

(2) revolvers, and 
{3) pistols 


have been granted in May, June and July, 1930, in the city of Daocaf 
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tabla. 

SUiUmentt referred to in the refdy to unstarrtd queitiim No. 

STATEMEJrr I. 

Statement showing the names of persons to whom licancas for gaaa 
have been granted in May, June and July, 1930, in the ci^ of 
Dacca. 

1. L. K. Nixon, Esq. 

2. Babu Ashutosh Sen. 

3. Ataharuddin Ahmed. 

4. Ali Mistri. 

5. Maulvi A. K. G. Safder. 

6. A. F. Mujahar Rahaman. 

7. R. A. Hancock. 

8. Kumud Kan tu Sen. 

9. Babu Sudarsan Chandra Maitra. 
to. Mrinalini Debi. 

11. Pashupati Ganguly, 

12. Babu J. C. Banerjee. 

13. Khaje Mahaqiad Moazxam. 

14. Khan Bahadur Syed Ahmed Bakht. 

15. K. C. Mukherjee. 

16. Babu Surendra Nath Roy. 

17. Babu Nirnml Chandra Sen. 

18. Babu (topendra I/al Pakrasi. 

19. Dr. B. M. Dutta. 

20. Babu Brojendra Nath Ghosh. 

21. Babu Tarini Charan Bose, 

22. Babu Bhuputi Mohan Basu. 

23. Babu Sudhendra Nath Bhattacherjee. 

24. Babu Makhan I^al Mukherjee. 

25. Babu Rasik Chandra Bose. 

26. Babu Jitendra Nath Roy. 
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27. Babn Ganga CharaB Bhaitacheijai. 

28. Babu IJsha Eanjan Iludra« 

29. Babu Durg^^h Chandra Pakrasi. 

30. Babu D. M. Banerjee. 

31. Amal Chandra Bo^e. 

32. I). J. Blombeld, Esq. 

33. T. 7. A. Craig, Esq. 

34. Abdul Fazal. 

35. Babu Bireiidra Mohan Ghosh. 

30. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mahamad Musa. 

37. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Salam. 

38. Babu Surat Sasi Dutta. 

39. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Naziruddin Ahmed. 

40. Dr. Ahrned Ali. 

41. ^fr. Khaje Salim Clla. 

42. Ahamiuad Ali. 

43. M r. (^lowdhury Farid Uddin Ahmed Siddique. 

44 . Jatish Chandra Sil. 

45. flagadish Chandra Basu. 

40. Babu Dwijendra Kumar Dutta. 

47. Uanjit TjuI Basu. 

48. ITari Das Sil. 

49. K. Abdul Karim. 

50. K.shirode (3mndra Sil. 

51. Babu Mon Mohan Ghosh. 

52. Mahaiiunad Nabi Baker Sa. 

53. Sudhendra Nath Adhya. 

54. Babu Arunendra Nath Das. 

55. Babu Gopendra Krishna De^’. 

50, Babu Padmini Bhusnn Budra. 

57. Abdul Sattar Bepari. 

58. Rai Sahib Bnnga ('haudra Chowdhury. 

59. Babu Satyeudm Nath Boral. 

60. Syed Mahaminad Ali. 

61. Atri Katnar Nag, 
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Statoment showing the names of persons to whom lic-.-mes for revolvers 
have been granted in May, June and July^WJO, m the city ut 

1. L. K. Nixon, Esq. 

2. Charles St. I^eger Weldon, Lieut. 

3. G, 1j. Dciwbi^jfin, Esq. 

4. J. F. DXViize, Esq. 

5. A. H. Clayton, Esq. 

C. V. J. Griffith, Esq. 

7. J. P. Sim{xson, Esi|. 

8. IJahu AUmi Mohan, Rai Sahib. 

9. Syed Abdul Salira, 

10. S. Ch. Ghosh. Esq. 

11. P. T. Andrews, Esq. 

12. K. W. Holland, Esq. 

13. L. C. Grant, Em<j. 

14. Sved A. A. Fazliir Rahim. 

15. Mr. A. K. G. Safdar. 
ir». Syed SahalK* Alain. 

17. Rabu Apurba Ranjan Barua. 

18. Babii J. (\ Banerjee. 

19. Babii P. M. Das Gupta. 

20. Babu P. L. Adhikari. 

21. Babu Charu Chandra Roy. 

22. Muhamad Siddi(|ue. 

23. Altafuddin Khan. 

24. Khaje Mahamad Moazzam. 

25. A. R. Shahjahan. 

20. Babu Satyendra Kumar Das. 

27. Babu Satyendni Kumar Sen. 

28. Babu (^hani Chandra Sinha. 

29. J. W. R. Steven, Esq. 

30. A. C, Baxter, Esq. 

31. Babu Jitendra Nath Roy. 

32. Babu Birendra Nath Roy. 

33. V. Y. Stepphen, Esq. 
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34. Mr. Abdul Goni. 

35. Dr. Mahamad Maizuddin Khan. 

36. S. Man-y Lactetea St. Micbaeli. 

37. Alex. Jacab’fl, Esq. 

38. Maulvi Dalil Uddin Abamed. 

39. Mrs. C. B. Seag^m. 

40. F. J. Gossip, Esq. 

41. Lieut. -Colonel T. L. Bomford. 

42. Khan Bahadur Naziniddin Ahmed. 

43. Md. Habibur Kabamon. 

44. Miss N. Biswas. 

45. Balm Harendra Kumar Ghosh. 

46. Babu Anukul Chandra Seal. 

47. F. Noble, Esq. 

Statement III. 

Statement showing* the names of persons to whom licences for pistola 
have l>een granted in May, June and July, 1930, in the city of 
Dacca. 

1. Charles St. liCger Weldon, Lieut. 

2. I*. J. Griffith, Esq. 

3. P. J, Griffith, Esq. 

4. Nawabzuda Khwnja Nassar Fllab. 

5. Nawabzada Khwaja Hafiz Ullah. 

6. Nuwabzada Khwaja Alim Ullah. 

7. I). J. Blomfield, Esq. 

8. Lieut. -Colonel T. L. Bomford. 

9. Miss P. 1). L. Kelly. 

10. Mr. J. W. Atkins. 

11. Miss E. M, Atkins. 

12. S. A. Garson. Ph^q. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdI: WiB the Hon'ble 

Member be pleased to state the number of firm-arms — guns and 
revolvers — given to the people of Dacca before the riot<>«8 occurrenoeaf 

Tha Hoii’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I aoM 

answer to starred question No. 98. 


Eg'traa tm 
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Olvil guards and ipeoial oonstabiss during ths riot at Daosa. 

m Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: (a) U the Hon’ble 

Member in char^^ of the Police Dei>artment aware that civil g'uards 
and special constables were appointed during the recent disturbances 
at Dacca y 

(b) How many of them were from — 

(f) Hindus, 

(n) Muhammadans, 

(m) Armenians, and 
(ir) Anplo-Indiaiis y 

(c) How many of them did actually join their duties from each 
of the said communities? 

((f) Wore any civil j^uanls or sjiecial constables enjtrivffed in con- 
nection with the disturbances at Dacca in January, 1980? 

(c) If so, what was their numlK^r from the said different 
communities ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes, 

(h) (J) Ten. 

(n) Thirty. four. 

(ill) One, 

(ir) Nil. 

(r) All volunteered for seiAice, and no offers were refused. 

{(I) Yes. 

(e) The figures are not available 


Settiment of khat mahtl lands in BakarganJ. 

129. Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon'bie 
Member in charge of the llevenue Department be pleased U) state tha 
principle underlying the settlement of hhas mahal lands in the district 
of BalmrganjF 
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(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
Btatement showing — 

(t) the quantity of kh&a mahal lands settled in the district of 
Bakarganj since 1920; 

{it) the area settled with the agriculturists who were diluviated 
tenants or who actually cultivate the land with their own 
hands; and 

(iii) the area settled with the non-agriculturist bha^lralok class 
who are either Govei^iment officers or title-holders ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) The 

principle underlying the settlement of khas mahal lands in Bakarganj 
is raiyatwari settlement. 

(h) (?) 41,d51 acres. 

(n) 36,004 acres. 

(???) 5,347 acres have been settled with bhadralok of different com- 
munities and members of the (’har Fassoon Co-oj>erative House 
Building S(Kiety. There are hve title-holders in the list of tenants, 
but no separate figures in respect of (lovemment servants are readily 
available. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Will the llorrble Member be pleased to state 
the nature in which the.se raiynts are utilising the land leased out to 
them I' Are tliey cultivating it themselves or have they given the land 
out on lenses? 

Thf Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: From informa- 
tion which reached G(»vernment, I am aware that they are cultivating 
the land themselves. So far as I am aware the Board's orders are that 
land should only be given to tho.se who are willing to cultivate it them- 
selves and not to those who take land for the purpose of leasing out to 
others. If the hon’ble member wants more accurate information, I 
woubl advise him to write to the department. 

Mr. P. M. CUHA: Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state if 
Government ever made it km»wn to the public that lands for cultivation 
were available to the middle class unemployed bhadralok i>et>ple? 

Th9 Hon’bto Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: So far as I 

remember in 1919, at the instance of the Government of India, it was 
made j>ubli<*; and so far as T remember, later on the Board of Revenue 
either issued a ('ommuniqu^ or made that public in some other way 
about two or three years ago. 
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|lf« P« Nt GUHAs Is the Hon’ble Member aware that about two or 
ihreo years a|fo there was a rush of unemployed younjr men in Bakarganj 
willing to take lease of those lands but they were refused and lands were 
settled with Oorernment serrants and title-holders P 


The Hoii’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I may inform 
the hon’ble member that there were four or five title-holders and Govern- 
ment servants. So far as I am aware, there was a good deal of rush of 
people but when the oondition was insisted on that the bhadrolok must 
reside and cultivate the land themselves, most of them came away. 


Special oofistid»les during the Dacca riot. 

130. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODOAR: (a) Will the Ilon bio 
M(‘ml>er in charge of the P{)lice I)e|MirtintMif Ih* pleased t() state w’hether 
any sfvcial (‘onstahlcs were apjxjinted during the ctunmunul riots at 
Dacca in January, 19d(t? 

(h) How many were up|K>int(*d at that timeP 
(r) What was the numl)er of — 

i'l) Hindus, 

(if) Muhammadans, 

(*‘i) Kuropsins. aiul 
(•/) A mien ia ns 

amongst themP 

(d) Is it a fact (hat several sfH»cial constables were enlisted from 
among the members of tlu* Dacca Har as well as from among the 
students of the rniveisity of Dacia in January, 1990? 

(c) Was any pleader or Viiiversity student ap|M>inted as sjavial 
constable during the last rifOs'-' 

if) Is it a fact that one Muhammad Siddiipie of Kaltalmzar, a 
dismissed railway servant, was ap|)ointed as a sjiecial constable? 

(//) Was there any sis'cial reason to appoint him? 
ih) Is it a fact that the said Muhammiwl Siddic|ue has been granted 
a revolver licence after the riots? 

The Hofi’bic Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (a) Yes. 

(/») and (c) Figures are not available. 

(d) Yes. 

(«) No. None volunteered. 
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(/) Yes. Government are not aware whether he is a dismissed 
railway servant. ^ 

(g) No, save that he volunteered to serve. 

(h) Yes. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the number of special constables recruited 
during the riots of January, 1930? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have said already in 
answer to question No. 128 (c) that the figures are not available. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the llon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any member of the Dacca Bar 
Association was recruited as a specnal constable diirinj^ the riots of 
January, 1930? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The answer to that is 
“yes,” if you read answer {d), 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the llon’ble 
Member be pleased to state why no member of the Dacca Bar Associa- 
tion and the University was recruited in connection with the last riot? 

The Hotl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If you read answer (e), 
you will see that none volunteered. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any attempt was made to recruit 
special constables from the members of the Dacca Bar Association and 
University ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot say. Anybody 
who volunteered was re<‘ruited. I do not know whether any volunteers 
were looked for from the Bar Assoc'intion or the I'niversity. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Will the llon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it is a custom with the authorities to call the 
civil guards to dut> or the civil guards themselves to volunteer their 
aervices ? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It depends upon time and 
oirctimsiances. 
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Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR ROYs Will the Honble 
Member be^leased to state whether any inquiry was made as to the 
status of special constables before appointments were made? 

The Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; I imagine that the 
conditions in X)acca were such that any help that was offered was taken. 

Mf. ANANOA MOHAN PODDAR: In view of the conditions then 
prevailing in Dacca, will the Hon’ble Member bo pleased to state whether 
it was not necessary to inquire into the antecedents of those wl»o offered 
themselves as volunteers? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is n matter of 
opinion. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state whether the grant of a lif'ence for revolver 
to one Muhammad Siddique, a dismissed railway servant, was justified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The District Magistrate 
is the person responsible for issuing a licence and he has to dec ide it. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state* why there was so muc h keenness on the jeart 
of Muhammadans to become special constables? 


NON-OPFICIAL MEMBERS’ BUSINESS. 

Resolutions on matters of general public interest. 

Process servers. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 beg te» move 
that this (’ouncil recommends to the? (je»verniiient that a crunmittee 
composed of offiedals and non-oftie ials he formeel to inepiire into the 
conditions of empbiyment of the staff of the Proe ess-servirig Eslahlish- 
ment in Bengal and to recommend necessary improvements. 

Sir, the miserable lot of the I’rocess-serving Establishment in Bengal 
has bf^en brouglit to the notiee eif the authorities thremgh various 
channels from time to time. And once before by means of a resolution 
in this Council. But their persistent appeals have been met with 
equally persistent refusal. It cannot be denied that the pro<*ess-servers 
form an important limb of the administration of justice] Unless their 
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part of the work is properly and honestly discharged, justice is impossible 
to be done between party and party. I should say their wor\ is the Tery 
foundation upon which the administration of justice rests. 

Their grievances briefly put are — 

(1) the inadequacy of their pay; 

(2) the absence of any chance of promotion and prospect in service; 

(3) a miserable pittance which is given the dignified name of 

pension ; and 

(4) absence of any leave allowance and travelling allowance. 

Sir, they have to carry out their onerous duties in the face of the 
greatest possible hardships and difficulties. I'liose who are acquainted 
with the conditions in some of the districts cannot fail to appre»‘iate the 
difficulties and the dangers and risks which the process-servers have to' 
face while going out on their duties. I would only mention in passing 
the names of some of the process-servers who met with death due to 
accidents with snake-bites, drowning or storms, namely: (/) Mohammed 
Bajanali ; (2) Prakash Chandra Paul ; (S) Manmohan Dey ; (4) Durga 
Charan Dey; (J) Satish Chandra Paramanick and others. All belonging 
to Mymensingh staff. These are recent instances. 

Then take another class of risks to which they are subjected. These 
public servants have got to deal mostly with the illiterate* people in the 
mufassal. When they attach the cattle or destrain the crops, which act 
of theirs affects the bread of the whole family, unlike the case of an arrest 
by a constable whi<*h aft’e<*ts only individuals and that only temporarily, 
one can easily imagine that the whole family and in some cases the 
whole village turn ufion the poor process-server who not unoften saves hia 
life by taking to heels, nor are instances rare when they have been 
savagely done to death by a furious mob. 

Then, they fare no better when they come before the court after 
finishing their unjileasant and risky duties. They have got to serve 
processes for which in 99 per cent, of cases no acknowledgment is given 
ei^ier through illiteracy or design and then arises a contest of service or 
ncf service in whicli the court has to weigh in the scale the solitary 
testimony of the process-server on the one hand and the lot of villagers on 
the other. The result practically is an ex-parte judgment againft the 
^ process-server, in some cases resulting in the dismissal of the process* 
server. 

Having regard to all these and many other risks which I might 
mention are the conditions of service such as to attract desirable persons 
and as to make life tolenible fur those who are unfortunately in it 
already P Take the case of police constables. They have an eight- 
liours duty. Ibey Re. 24 to Re. 32, plus allowances plus all tha 
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presttg« which the red turban gives them. There is no reason why the 
proc^Whservers should not get double as much. I may note that in 
Bombay they get fis. 20 to Rs. 50. What is the special reason why 
those in Bengal should be worse than their brethren in Bombay P i 
would here note the remarks of the Civil Justice Committee on this 
point which considered among other matters the question of pay of 
Bengal process-servers. They reported : 

“But whatever be the nature of the supervision exercised over the 
work of the process-servers, it seems to us to be impossible lo expect lionest 
and intelligent work from the class of men whom it is possible to re< ruit 
to the process-serving establishment on the scale of pay and prospects at 
present in force. In Bengal the scale of process-servers’ pay is fixed 
in some districts at Rs. KS rising to Rs. 22 and in other districts at 
Rs. If) rising to Rs. 20. This vscale of remuneration which is le.ss than 
that of a cooly or a domestic servant hardly affords a living wage to the 
process-serving stuff. It is no wonder that they freijuently succumb to > 
temptation. It is only in Bmnbay that the gravity of the situation ha#» 
been realised and that a scale of reniuneration has recently been sanc- 
tioned, ( omniensurate \\itli their duties and responsibilities. The scaler 
of pay in Bombay ningt's from Rs. 2t) to R.s. 40 f<»r the inferior class of 
prtM‘ess->erver,s with an cfficiencv bar at Rs. 40 and Rs. 50 for the 
superior cla‘'S of pr(M'ess-S4*? vers.” 

Then consider the d(de, namely, Rs. 4, which is meted otit to them 
as penvion. I believe, I need not say anything to prove how ridicnbtus 
the sum is especially when it is earned after »t0 years of loval service. 
What. Sir, is the averug<* cost f)f living of a family of the class to which 
the process-servers belong P Taken from the be.st authority the cost of 
living for one man is about IN 18. Are the f)rocess-.Hervers expected to 
be bachelors and to have no family ^ If not, how are they to eat out Y J» 
(his condition of service not a <lirect eiicfuirageinent to the adoption of 
questionable means when honesty is the first and lust requisite to keep 
the fountain of Justice undefiled? If we take the leave rules uimI the 
leave allowances we are driven to say that they — the process-serveri^— 
are the really “depressed class” in tlie ( ircle of (lovernment servants. ^ 

When we ask for the improvement of their pay and prospects we do 
not suddenly trench upon the resources of the Government unnecessarily 
and unjustifiably for the figures of H>22, which are the only figures * 
available, for he it noted, inspite of the best efforts of soine of the 
councillors, no information of later date could be elicited from the 
Government, show that out of an income of twenty lakhs as pro<*eHs fees, 
only thirt€*en lakhs were sj>ent on the process-serving establisliiiient and 
these further included the pay of the ministerial staff of the nizarat. 
Now fpAot riz/Af /lore fhe Government to twalJow these seven lakhs or 
perhaps more by now, making the Administration of Justioe suffer? 
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These, Sir, are matters which require to be pone into by a Committee 
of this House. It is a moderate dem;^nd to make. If it is opposed by 
the Government that will lead to the irresistible conclusion that the 
Government do not care for the fate of any other service than that of 
the police service. The purity of the Administration of Justice would 
be the first consideration with any civilised Government, and hence I 
hope the Hou’ble Member-in-charpe will accept and give effect to this 
motion. 


^1-^0 p.m. 

Maulvt ABDUL HAKIM: In support of this resolution I want to 
say a few words about the miserable condition of the wretched process- 
H(‘rv(‘rH. Theie are more than 6,000 process-servers in civil and 
criminal courts in Bengal and though they work in the department of 
justice, yet they receive very little justice from the hands of their 
employers. 'Phese process-servers are all literate persons and although 
manv educated gentlemen have been employed in the process-serving 
dejmrtmcnt, the treatment meted out to them by their employers, i.e., 
the nazir^ and the naib nazirs, are no better than the treatments shown 
to the transporters walking in the public streets or the menial servants 
engaged in f/ur liousehold w’orks. They are in fact treated as a depressed 
class in the circle of Government servants. The dignity of labour ha> 
not yet been iinpartially recognised in our country. 

1’lie gradation of professional respectability has been based on the 
tbeorv *'im»!e bard is the toil, less the respect it commands.” The 
average pay of these process-servers, as I knowy is Rs. 18 and it ends in 
Hs. 22, but the resjHinsibility of these process-servers is no less than 
that of the postal peon wdio.se pay begins, as I know, from Rs. 30 and 
ends in Its. TiO. 

The iiisigniticant amount whicdi they receive as their remuneration 
is ind sutbcient for their owm maintenance not to speak of their own 
family in these hard days when the price of food and other articles 
necessary for life has run very high. In this connection I may also 
add, if T am excused, that the pay of an illiterate cook or a motor 
driver engaged by a high official is much more than that of an educated 
pn»cess-server of our country. The leave rules for these process-servers 
are very ini(]uit<»us ; all th^ Government servants pet leave on full pay 
but tliese unfortunate people are allowed only half pay during their 
leave. They are given no travelling allow'ance when they go to verj’ 
distant villages for serving processes. The pension rules relating to 
the retirement of these process-servers are based on a most unreason- 
able idea. In contravention of the general rules of pensions for 
Government officers, a process-server gets only Rs. 4 as pension and it 
is neither half nor one-third of their pay per mensem. It is most 



itESOLUTIONS. 


478 


I930l1 

surpfising: to know that even a process-server who has g:ot to do some 
ofBc# work, such as writinj,^ of i-eturns, etc., is not allowed any proper 
seat in the office and some members of this Council, such as those who 
were district officers before, cannot but l>ear testimony to this matter. 
In my distiict the pi-ocess-servers write their retuins, etc., in the 
verandah where they are given a pati and very often a torn pati, as 
their seals. It is a very pitiable matter that a process-server is in his 
turn directed to do the most undesirable duty of a watchman in the 
nizarat or in any other place after his return from mufas^al works os 
a process-server. Nothing can be more shocking to our feelings than 
the fact that even after office time, a piocess-server is compelled to do 
many household works lK)th day and night by their employers accord- 
ing to their own sweet will, without any remuneration whatsoever, and 
these works are so low in their nature that their own menial servants 
often refuse to perform them. I therefore do appeal to all the 
hon’lde meinber.s of this House with all the sincerity that I can 
command, to suj)port this resolution for the sake of Itumanity and for 
the sake of otticial ji^toe so that after an inquiry these proce>s-sorvers 
may get their grievain cs redressed l;y (i<-vernment authority as S( on 
as possible. 


Mauivi HA88AN ALI: ^fr. l*resident. Sir, the conditioris of proces.s- 
servers in Hengal are very deplorable. Trocess-serving staff forms the 
lowest and nev^ithtdess a very imfuutant link in the grand machinery 
for the adiuinislrat ion of justice. It is nothing hut unfortunate there- 
fore that thi^i lowest link slnmld he weak and rotten and he neglected 
by the (jo^crniner' j . Tlieii pay is as low as Ks. 10 a month anil their 
grade is he(weer. IN. 10 and Its. 120 a month with an average of Its. 18, 
not even » lupee a da\, whiih is ahsolutely es.sential for the hare 
existence of a sin^'lc smil without wife and children, considering the 
standard of Ining these men are aciaistoined to live or should live. 
In afl the civilised couiilries of the earth w’uges are determined in 
accordance with tin* costs of living, with reference to the results of 
periodical inquiries made regarding the co^t.s of neiessaries of life, 
housing, ediKutioii of children and other human comforts. But in a 
subject country like ours everytliing is otheivvise. Here an employee 
is treated as a piece of merchandise, i.e., to say it should be paid its 
market vahu*. Thus we are shocked to find that a process-server corns 
much les.s than an ordinary eooly. 

Sir. soinetiiiie hack the Civil Justice Coiniiiittee, which considered 
among oth?r matters the question of pay of Bengal process-servers, 
reported : But whatever be the nature of the .supervision exercised 

over the w'ork of the process-fiervers, it seems to us to lie imfiossible to 
expect honest and intelligent work from the class of men whom it is 
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possible to recruit to t^e j>roce8i«erviiig i^tablishment on the scale of 
pay aira prospects at present iir force. In Bengal the scale of pay of 
ptoCess-serverg is fixed in gome districts at Rs. 18 rising to Rs. 22 and 
in other districts at Rs. 16 rising to Rs. 20. This scale of remuneration, 
which is less than that of a cooly or a domestic servant, hardly affords 
a living wage to the process-serving staff. It is no wonder that they 
frequently succumb to temptation. It is only in Bombay that the 
gravity of the situation has been realised and that a scale of remunera- 
tion has recently been sanctioned commensurate with their duties 
and respons’bilities. The scale of pay in Bombay ranges from Rs. 20 
to Rs. 40 for the inferior class of process-servers with an ^efficiency bar 
at Rs. 40 and Rs. 50 for the superior class of process-servers.’* 

Thus, Sir, in Bengal the six thousand Government servants employed 
in the adininistration of justice have rightly been (ailed “depre.ssed 
class” among the Government servants. A f>ostal peon w'ith a less 
responsible duty than a court peon gets Rs. dO to Ks. 50 a month when 
the latter gets only Rs. 16 to Rs. 22. A j)rocess-server after a faithful 
service for long dO years draws a jiension of Rs. 4 only — surely this 
is a most preposterous idea having no connection whatsoever with the 
general principles of pension for Government servants. The leave 
rules for jom'ess-servers is also most ine(piitable. They are paid 
no travelling allow’unce. Not only these, Sir. The process-servers’ 
status is humiliating. They are subjected to various iniquities and 
ill-treatmeTjts, 'Idiey are not supplied with any seats nor any writing 
materials to do office w’ork. Besides that they are used a^ paraw'allas. 
They are used also a bazar hearers by the bara balM)os of the sherista. 

To our knowledge this sort of low status of these men has caused 
many evils in the Department of Justice itself hampering the ends of 
justice in various ways, I, therefore, in these circumstances urge upon 
the Ooveniment that it is high time for making impiiry into the 
various grievances of these responsible employees of the Government. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Tunimg from the high pedestal of 
debate in this House where we sometimes indulge in speeches that 
sings heroes and their e.\ploi(s, I may be permittetl to refer to the poor 
pay and prospects of the pi-ooess-servers who are liunhle though very 
responsible officers of Government. We have listened to-day to several 
speakers who have given figures which prove beyond doubt that these 
prrx’e^s-servers are really suffering great injustice. We who live in the 
districts know the difficulties under which the process-servers lalnnir. 
It is really a fact that undue advantage is taken of the process-servers 
by their superior officers. Even munsifs and sub-judges who dispense 
justice forget all sense of justice when they deal with these men. They 
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take service out of them without payieg anything. These procles- 
servm by virtue of their office are not menials. I know of pert^ns 
occupying these posts who are sons of gedtlemen and it is a misfortune 
that these sons of gentlemen are given work by their superior which 
they do not often give to their menial servants. They are made to do 
even such work as wood-chopping. 

345 p.m. 

These piocess-servers do very responsible work. They go out into 
the country with the summonses of the court and it does lie in their 
power to do incalculable mischief to the persons concerned. Therefore, 
unle.ss a sense of responsibility is aroused in them things as bad as at 
present will continue to happen. They can put people to difficulties, aa 
many of us know, by a dereliction of their duties; sf) that by granting 
them good pav and infusing in them a sen.se of responsibility we can 
encourajre them to discharge their duties properly. In answer to my 
question, the IIon‘ble Member in charge of Civil Justice admitted that 
services of process-servers are l>eing utilised in contravention of the 
rules. I do not know whether it is known to my friends here that 
there is a practice in vogue in the civil courts which ought to lie 
dispensed with as siuin as poH,ible. It is this that some of the persons 
who af»ply for tlie j>ost ot pnicess-servers are asked to attend the court 
without being a<tually emjdoyed as such. They get no pay for their 
\^oik. On the ('ontrar), they have got to pay their own expenses of 
boarding and lodging in a town where it is rather difficult for them to 
find out M)me sort of living. When they are attending the courts, 
they are kept waiting there and I know of cases in which they kept 
w-aiting for montlis together before any temiM»rurv vacancy occurs, and 
if the tem]iorar\ vacancy is b^r lo days, they are paid for those days 
onlv. M hen a large numlao' of summonses accumulate they are 
employed to seive those suinnioiiHes. So after waiting for two months 
if a man is emjdf)yed for lo day 4 only, coiTuption is sure t<» lie rampant. 
How can there be no corruption under those circumstances P It is the 
action of (rovernment which compels them to resort to that practice. 
If they are given an honourable position with fair pay, 1 think, these 
corruptions will disappear. Dereliction of duty on their part invidves 
others in very great difficulties. (Considering these matters and 
considering the very iiniMutunt duties they have to perform, I submit 
that OoverTinient will agree with me to compose a committee of officials 
and non-oftii ials to inquire into the conditions of service of these 
pitx *e sa-aerv’o r ^ . 

BiImi KHETTER MOHAN RAY S Sir, the lot of the process-servers 
is a ver\ h.ard one. If the (Government wants to see that corruption 
ahould be removed from the procesj-aerving department, then their 
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conditions of semce should be» improved. Unless their conditions are 
improved, we cannot expect |iny reformation in the process-serving 
department. As you all know. Sir, they are very ill paid and they 
do not get an}^ travellihg allowance. When they go to mufassal in 
order to execute their duties, they have to live on the charity of the 
people, and specially of the litigants. In order to improve their lot, 
there ought to be a committee comjwsed of officials and non-officials to 
inquire into the conditions of their service. If you want to attract the 
bhadralok class with some education, then the conditions of their 
employment must be improved. I support the resolution, 

Babu 8UK LAL NAG: Sir, there are about C,0()0 process-servers 
employed hy the Government in the civil and criminal courts of Bengal. 
Their remuneration for the work is only Rs. 18 per month on an average. 
The pension rules for process-servers on retirement after completion of 
80 years faithful service are bused on a most preposterous idea. It has 
no connection with the general rule-t of pension for other Government 
servants. It is only Ks. 4, neither half nor one-third of their pay. 
There are other grievances which I do not propose to mix up with this 
question. W'ith these remarks, I sujjport the resolution. 

The Hon*bla W, D. R, PRENTICE: I am afraid that although 
I am in sympathy with the desire of the process-serving establishment 
for an increase of pay, I cannot accept this resolution, because the 
conditions in Bengal are at present such that no proposals involving 
Government in an increase of expenditure can possibly meet with the 
approval <if Government. Further to appoint a committee to investigate 
the grievance’s of the process-servers will be very inappropriate at the 
present time. For the conditions under which they sene are not yet 
stable. It is not very long since the High Court issued new rules 
concerning the servic^e of processes, also on the revenue side there are 
the extension of the union Iniard system, and the inci-ease of service of 
revenue processes through union l)ourds to he considered. It is not, 
therefoiv, easy to calculate at present what should l)e an adequate staff 
for the service of processes. At present one of our difficulties is that 
the staff of pn>ces8-sen’ers is considerably in excess of requirements. 
Complaints have been made by certain mein})ers of the House that 
the process-servers at headquarters are expected to do certain duties. 
I am not now referring to the private sen'ice, which according to 
some members, some of the official superiors of the process-servere 
require fi'oni them. This demand is unjustified on their part. But 
leaving that question aside, we find that the number of days in a 
month on which the process-servers are employed on this work of serving 
processes is 12 in some districts, and the average number of days in 
the province i» about 15. Government pnyn its servants for a full 
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montli^t work and it is perfectly obvious that the average number of 
working days of these proce8a.«ervers being, only 15, the staff of process- 
servers is in excess of requirement. Therefore, any scheme for the 
improTjpment of their prospects must mean a considerable reduction 
in th^ number, and I am not certain that any such reduction will l>e 
favourably loolgsd upon either by the mover or by the supporters of 
this motion. 

My own view is that a part of this agitation is due to the fact that 
et'ononiic stress is driving a class of people to take to this class of 
service which was never thought of when the scale of pay was fixed. 
It is said that they are lowly paid, but as one of the speakers has 
I>ointed out it is only in Bombay that the pay is higher, and there 
the proces.H-servers ai-e recruited by examination and the system is 
different. If any such system is introduced in Bengal, it may affect 
\ery considerably some of the existing process-servers, and will certainly 
affe<'t^the class of recruitment in future. 

But apart from the fact that the time is inopportune for an inquiry, 
the resrdution must he opposed because of the pi'esent financial state of 
tW' province. One speaker ha.s pointed out that the ('ivil Justice 
Committee was in favour of an increase c»f pay. But there art» other 
rocommendations by other authoritative bodies which have hud to 
held up for want of funds, and when the money is available, it will 
be for Oovernment to exercise their discretion in selecting from the 
pending schemes which are held up for want of funds, the schemes that 
are to Ik* financed. If there are (i,(K)(l peons, as has been iK>inted out l»y 
one <»f the speakeis, and if you increase their pay by one rupee a 
month, tlnit aiiKUints to an iioTease in recurring expenditure of 
Its. 72. (MK) p<*r annum. Ifow is it possible for this Council now to 
contemplate an ad<litiniial re< urring exjienditure of such a sumJ' I know 
of cases of increase of pay sanctioned several years ago, and the money 
for these .schemes has not yet been found. It would W entirely w*rnng 
to .set up a committee to consider an improvement in the pay and 
pi-ospecfs of the process-servers, when so far ns one can see money for 
the puri>ose will not he available for a long time to c-ome. Then as 
regards the c-omplniiit alwmt the smallness of their pensions, these 
process-servers are not a class by themselves. They belong to a large 
class of Government servants to whom certain general rules apply. 
One of those rules, of which mention has been made by one of the 
speakers, limits their pension to the small sum of Rs. 4 a month. This 
question attracted the attention of Government sometime ago and was 
taken up and examined, and it was decided that as soon as fundi 
permitted the question of revising this rule would l>e taken up. 
Meanwhile the improvement in the rule is held up for want of funds 
not only for process-servers but also for the large class of Goi^ernment 
servants to wrbkli they belong. 
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I regret, Sir, that alihough aS Have said 1 dm in sympathj^ frith 
these people in thair de<lire for increased piy, conditionl of Bengal 
are such that I mnat oppose this resolution. ^ ^ 

The resolution of Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhm^/wias then 
put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYEa. 


A lit Maulvi KasuiA. 

Maulvi tliaili Rahim 
■ahth, Mauivi tyad Mapd. 

Sal. Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. tarat Chandra. 

Batu, Babu Jalindra Nath. 

BaM, Mr. 1. M. 

Chaudhuri, Or. Jogandra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Alimuzxaman. 

Choudhury, Mauivi Nurul Absar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Chawdhury, Mauivi Abdul Qhani. 

Oai, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Euaufji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Razlullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Ohaaa, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Ouha, Babu Rrafulla Kumar. 

Maklm, Mauivi Abdul. 

Maqua, Kaii Emdadui. 

Mataain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan tahib Mauivi Bailul. 

Nutaain, Mauivi LaUfat. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 


Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Mubnafh All. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Mittra, Babu tarat Chandra« 

Mookarjoa, Mr. tyamaprovad. 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai tahib tarat Chandra. 
Nag, Babu tuk Lai. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Oab. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Oab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu tatiah Ctafidra. 
Raut, Babu Haaani. 

Ray, Babu Naribanta. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Ray, Mr. thanti thakharaaviar. 
tahana, Babu iatya Kinkar. 
tamad, Mauivi Abdua. 
tan, Rai tahib Akahay Kumar, 
thah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid, 
tingh, triJut Taj Bahadur, 
tiroar, Or. tir Nilratan. 
talaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Baair Uddin, Mauivi Mahammad. 

Clark, Mr. 1. A. 

Cahan, Mr. O. J. 

Caapar, Mr. C. Q. 

Oain, Mr. 0. R. 

Oaa, Babu tatyandra Kumar. 

Oaah, Mr. A. J. 

Eaaaan, Mr. B. A. 

Paraqui, tha Han’bla Khan Bahadur 
K. B. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. J. Campball. 

Banguli, Rai Bahadur tuail Kumar. 
Bhuvnavl, tha Han'bla Alhadj tir 
Abdalkarim. 

Bardan, Mr. A. O. 

Buha, Mr. P. N. 

Oupta, Mr. J. N. 

Bumar, Mr. C. W. 

Haidar, Mr. t. K. 

Hagg, Mr. B. P. 

Napkyna, Mr. W. t. 

Law, Mr. turandra Nath. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 


Marr, tha Hqn'bla Mr. A. 

MaCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla tir Pravaah Chundar. 
Mulliak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nazimuddin, tha Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Naiaan, Mr. J. W. 

Pinnall, Mr. L. B. 

Prantioa, tha Han’bla Mr. W. O. R. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Naray-'in. 

Ray, Mr. Bijay Praaad tingh. 

Ray, Mr. tailaawar tingh. 
tarkar, tir Jadunath. 
tarkar, Rai tahib Rabati Mahan, 
tinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
at Nathipur. 
tmith, Mr. R. 
ttaplatan, Mr. H. E. 
ttaan, Lt.*Cal. H. B. 

Stavana, Mr. H. t. E. 
tumnar, Mr. C. R. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 


The Ayes being 47 and the Noes 42, the motion wtm carried. 
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OiMlltla ani Daota 

KCiHAt eHANDRA BANAMi: Sir, 1 beg to move 
4¥at|.^^Dbuiicil recommends to the Government that early effeit be 
.gi^hujfco the scheme of establishing telephonic communication between 
Calcutta and Dacca. 

^jir, mj resolution is a very simple one. It relates to a matter in 
which tlovemment and the mercantile community of Eastern Bengal 
an4 Calcutta are primarily interested. At pi-esent there is no telephonic 
cominniiitation between Calcutta and Dacca, the .second city of the 
province, the telegraph system being the only means of quick 
transmission of urgent commcn-ial as well as State intelligence. It is 
^own that the districts of Dacca and Myinensingh are the most 
^abpjfMrtant centres of jute trade. To facilitate trade and commert'e, it 
is eascntial that Eastern Bengal should W linked up with Calcutta 
by a Complete system of telephone .service, which is also necessary 
'^the Ooveinment point of view. 

we in Dacca feel badly the need for telephonic communication 
wilk Calcutta. During the last Dacca riots, the local authorities were 
^ah^e to cope with the situation on the plea of insufficiency of police 
force. Whatever the cauM*, the fact remains that if there had been 
lauue speediei inetluKl of carrying <»n conniiuni<‘ation with the heads 
of administration in (’alcutta, it would have been of great help tO 
them t4> understand the real situation and instriK*! the local officers 
ad^rdingly. The si heme of connecting Dacca with (^ulcutta by means 
of telephone has been before (roveinment for nearly 15 years. When 
during the War the proposal was first unvoted, the scheme could not 
l>e proceeded with on account of the high price of materials and the 
difficulty in obtaining supplies. Since then, we are not aware as to 
what advance has been made in this direction. 

Sir, T hope I shall have the support of the members representing 
the Bengal Chaml)er of Commerce and other Indian business concerns 
in this matter, as it is they who will be primarily Wnefited by the 
scheme. It will W of immense help to the various jute firms of 
Dacca and Mymensingh in carr>'ing on Imsiness on a more expensive 
«cale, AVhen the scheme is completed, it will be p(»ssib1e to extend 
the service to Mymensingh and to the im|^M>rtant business centres in 
the interior of these two districts. With this scheme are connected many 
email projects of great public utility, and I am of opinion that if a 
trunk line is openeil, as suggested, it will pay its way and will be 
utilised to the fullest advantage. 

Sir, with these few words, T commend ray resolution to the 
aeeeptance of the House. 
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Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Mr. Piesident, Sir, I rise to 
support the resolution of my hon’ble friend Eai Bahadur K. C. Banarji. 
I fully assocdate myself with what he has said about the necessity 
of installation of a system of telephone service between Calcutta and 
Dacca. This scheme, I understand, is a part of the big scheme which 
aims at connecting Rangoon wdth Calcutta, Chittagong and Dacca, 

Sir, as one representing the meicantile community on this Council, 
I a<!cord my whole-hearted support to the project and I hope the* 
Hon’ble Meml)er in charge of the department concerned will consider 
the matter sympathetically w'ith a view to its early completion. I have 
no doubt that it will prove useful not only to the Government but als» 
to businessmen, particularly the jute men hants and others who 1 dare 
say will avail themselveH <»f the fullest advantage atforded by the* 
service. There are important trade centres in the districts of Dacca, 
and Myinensingh, such as Narayanganj, Kishoreganj, Bhairab and, 
others, which I trust will have a < han( e of developing in course of 
lime if the proposed scheme is (arried into eft’ect. 

Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, I rise to support 
resolution which has been moved by my friend Rai Bahadur Keshab 
(’hundra Banarji. I would submit that if this scheme were given 
effect to, it would not only be useful from the political point ot view, 
but it would also pi*ove a Inion to the nu'rchants oi Calcutta and 
Kastern Bengal. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend the resolutnui to the 
acceptance of this House. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A, MARR: Sir, 1 think that if I exi)lain the 
present position in regard to this (piestion, the mover and other 
members of this House, who have spoken on this resolution, will be 
(juite satisfied. As the movei* has '«aid, this proposal to have telephonic 
communication between Da('<‘a and Calcutta has been under di.scussion 
for several years. The difficulty at first was as regards available 
supply of materials. T.ater, the difticiilty has been one of guarantee. 
Now, Sir, I am able to say from the latest communication which wa 
have received from the Posts and Telegraphs Department that they 
are now <*onsidering the (question of having a through telephonic line 
— a trunk line — between Calcutta and Rangoon. Tt would go via Dacca 
and Chittagong to Rangoon. They are considering this matter very 
carefully, and it looks ver>' much as if the proposal would go through. 
If that happens, T think that this would satisfy everv' member of this 
House. 

There is also the question of a further extension, that is to say^ 
an extension from Dacca to Mymensingh. 
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We have considered that proposal for some time and we have raised 
this point in connection with the proposed trunk line. The Posts and 
Telegraphs Department will not commit themselves on that question, 
but what they say is that, if and when, the trunk line is completed to 
Rangoon, they will then take up the (piestion of the Dacca-Mymensingh 
connection : they may not ask for a guarantee, but that will depend 
on the number of t'onnections that are applied for. As far as the 
trunk line is concerned, I can assure the House that at the present 
moment it looks very probable that the proposal will go throtigh. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Sir, in view of the 
assurance given by the Hon’ble Meml>er-in-<‘harge, I beg leave of the 
House to withdraw the motion. 

The motion of Rai Rahadur Keshab Chandra Banarji was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

[At ^-18 p.m., the Council was adjourned fen* prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-80 p.m.] 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Resolution standing in the name of Bubu Suk 
Lul Nag does not arise, us the decision on the resolution of Babu Satish 
Chandni Ray Chowdhury governs it. Resolution standing in the name 
of Mauivi ^fuhammad Hossain does n<»t arise also as it is covered by a 
previou> de< isinfi o!i the reseilution (»f Babn Hern Chandra Roy 
Choudhuri. 

The folldwiiig inotitni^' were m>t therefore taken up: — 

Babu SUK LAL NAG: This ('ouncil re<'o!n mends to the (lovern* 
merit that a Committee ('omposed of officials and non-officials !»« 
formed to inquire into the conditions of employment of the slafT of the 
Pnaess-serviiig listablishmeiit in Bengal ami t«» rtuommend necessary 
improvements.'* 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD H08SAIN: This ('onncil recommemN to 
the (Jovernnient fo take immediate steps to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Patni Sale Law of Bengal (Bengal Regulation VIII of IHI9) 
principally under the following heads: — 

(/) to provide for setting aside the sale in consimance with the 
principles enunciated in section 174 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act (Act VTII of l88oi and cnier 21, rule 80 of the 
first schedule to the Civil Procedure (’ode (Act V of 1008) 
and section 22 of the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 
1918 (Bengal Act III of 1918): 

hi) to provide for separation of shares of Patni Talu(|s held in 
common by opening of separate account.^ in accordance with 
the principles of Revenue Sale Imw (Act XI of 1859); and 

(ffO to make other incidental changes.** 
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Eftablishimnt of full rotponsiblo Covemmont in tlio pravinoot. 

Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Sir, the resolution that 
stands in my name is already known to the hon’ble members of the 
House. I beg to move this resolution : 

“This Council recommends to the Government to communicate to 
His Majesty ^s Government in England, through the Government of 
India, that in the opinion of this Council full responsible Government 
in the provinces as well as in the Central Government should be estab- 
lished without delay, so that India may be placed in the same status 
as the self-governing dominions of the British Commonwealth.” 

Although the subject-matter of my resolution has been a mtfbii 
discussed topic, I hope and trust we should have a clear perspective of 
the political goal we aim at. The vicissitudes of circumstances follow- 
ing upon the publication of the Simon Heport, the Viceregal announce- 
ment regarfling the Round Table Conference as well as the country-wide 
<dvil disobedience movement make it peremptory ui>on His Majesty’s 
Government to steer cleverly in the troubled waters of politics and to 
strike out the lines of solution of the riddle of the Indian situation. 

It is too well-known to the Government of India tlmt nothing but 
substantial freedom would satisfy the political India to-day. The 
responsible (rovernment, tlie subject of my resolution, is well-nigh 
tantamount to this asking for freedom, and I beg to recommend this tn 
His Majesty’s Government through this Council. 

Now, what do I mean by “responsible Government”? Tii the (pinion 
of political philosophers and practical politicians, it is a Government 
in which (he executive is responsible to and removable by the legislature 
W’hich, again, is respfuisible to and removable by the constituencies. As 
underst(»od in India, responsible Government aims at Dominion status; 
but the two terms are not synonymous. The goal of the British policy in 
India, as set forth in the declaration of August, 1017, was the gradual 
development of self-governing institutions with a view to progressive 
realisation of responsible Government in India ns an integral part of the 
British Empire. This objective of responsible Government is not what 
“‘Dominion (^tatus” means. The latter is a category unknown to 
political scieiH'e or to constitutional law. Sir Malcolm Hailey among 
-others referred to the distinct natures of the two, although he admitted 
later on that full dominion self-government was the logical outcome 
of and the inevitable and historical development of responsible 
Government. This quibble over responsible Government, whether it is 
the same as Dominion status as the Nationalist opinion says or not as 
the Hailey gropp^ urges, has, however, been set at rest, by the joint 
declarations of Lord Irwin and Mr. Benn in 1929 and 1930, which 
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tm^ltritatively fttftted that the **Natiiral iaaiie of India’s const! tntiaaal 
laroiffi s s is the attainment of Dominion status.” 

^ tte principle of Dominion status or Dominion self-iyovernment waa 
eetabb'shed by the Balfour resolution in the Imperial Conference of 
19^, which made the Dominion “autonomous communities within the 
British Empire equal in status and in no way subordinate to one another 
in any aspect of their domestic or external affairs thoujrh united by com* 
mon allegiance to the Crown and freely associated as members of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations.” Thus every Dominion is now a self* 
g'overninpr member of the Empire and the master of its own destiny; 
there ran now be no question of superior or inferior status between th# 
Mother country and the Dominions. Even the (lovernors-deneral of 
!|^mininns represent the Kin;r as Sovereijrn hut not the British Oovern- 
meni nor any British Department of State. The Dominion status, 
therefore, stands for a new type of political or^ranisation whichr 
“combines the possession of Sovereifrn powers without sovereijsrnty as an 
abstract juristic concept.” 

And oiir demand to-day is responsible (loveninient as obtains in tha 
Dominions with temporary safeguar<ls for defence aud foreijrn affairs. 
There is nothinfr novel or unusual in our aspirations. Democracy has 
come to stay in the present-day wtirld, and responsible (lovernmeut is ita 
principle comomitunt. We want India to be one of “tlia elements in 
the ^reat unity” which does not depend upon Imperial control, but does 
depend upon ((uuiium beliefs and coiiiinon ideals with the other 
Dominions. 

Now, let us take a stock of the situation as it stands to-day. Th# 
“Montaj^u-rhehnsford Itefonns” have ffiveii responsibility only in 
provincial tioverninents but that t<HJ to a lifiiite'l dej^rce, while th# 
Central (loveniment totally luc ks in it. The rejiresentative Assembly i# 
the fVntral tioverninent with t)ie considerable iiieans of influencinjf th# 
views of (he (tuveriiment has jj-ot no responsibility whatsoever which 
nej^atives the representative character itself, for without responsibility 
representation cannot thrive with meaning;. It is a pity that thi# 
anomalous .situation has been made .still worse b}’ the Simon Keport 
iuasniucb as it has merely jrone back to Pre-Mont ford lleform (lovera- 
merit. 1’his makes the (’eniral Government as autcxTatic as ever and 
introduces only a fra^rment of responsibility in the provinces; and with 
various other drawbacks, this has totally disappoiiitesl and disillusioned 
the political India. Even the defined goal of British policy ## 
announced by the Viceroy and the Secretary of State is a prohibited 
word with the recommendations of the Royal Commission. In (he word# 
of the Right HonTiIe Srinivasa Sastri, “The Simon Report threatena 
to raise a wall of misunderstanding Wtween the friends of Britain in 
India and friends of India in Britain, To. admit that 
Dominion status or full res{K>nsible (Government is th# 
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f^oal and yet to hesitate because the future is obscure 
and the line of march not clear, is very much like contracting a debt and 
evading payment. Indians remember a long story of disappointments 
and deferred hopes. Every concession has come in the past after being 
' long overdue, and the event has abundantly vindicated itself.’^ 

Be that as it may, in spite of the halting nature of the findings, we 
have the gracious declaration of His Majesty the King who, having 
‘‘watched with an anxious heart the troublous passage of events’' in 
India, has appealed for “wider sympathy between the people ol India 
and Great Britain" ; and thi^ has Wen followed }yy the Viceregal reitera^ 
tion of the October (1929) announcement regarding Dominion status and 
Hound Table Conference which would be as widely representative in 
character as possible. So I would recommend that a sound constitution 
for India should be hammered out on the anvil of the Conference, the 
corner stone of it being the full re.sponsible Government in the central 
and proviiH'ial spheres. 

Althougli constitution making is a fascinating pursuit I do not intend 
to take the time of tlie House by dwelling upon the details of the frame- 
work of constitution which is sure to be wisely handled by the master 
minds of India and Britain participating in the Hound Table Conference. 
But what I pro]>ose is that India should be granted full responsible 
Government for both provincial and national sjiheres to raise her to the 
status of the Dominions like ('anada, Australia and South Africa. 

Sir, India is iin]>atient of gradualness in her progress towards consti- 
tutional and responsible Government. Our demand is humble; if ia 
nothing more, nothing less, than what the Dominions enjoy. It is too 
well known that the fortunes of Britain and India are bound together; 
the former can ill afford to do without the resources or assistaiu'e of 
India. The immediate amelioration of her political condition is the 
sure and principal panacea for averting all evils and for averting the 
secession (d this vast country. This latter we do not like. Even Mr. 
Gandhi said, “In my opinion, if the British Government mean what 
they say and honestly help us to e*|uality, it would be a greater triumph 
than a complete severance <»f the British connection. The better mind 
of the w'orld desifiw# to-day not absolutely independent states warring 
against one another but a Federation of friendly interdependent states." 
The late Mr. C, R. Das also was of opinion that “under modern conditions 
no nation can live in isolation and the Dominion .status, while it affords 
fjomplete pmtection to each constituent composing the great Common- 
wealth of Nations called the British Empire, secures to each the right 
to realise itself, develop itself and fulfil itself, and therefore it expresses 
and implies all the elements of Swaraj which I have mentioned." 

India was a member of the Imperial War Conference; she is now a 
member of the League of Nations and of all Imperial Conferenoat 
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inclmdin^ the recent Naval Conference and thus she stands almost on tho 
same level with other parts of the Empire. Only the dependence upon 
Britain politically is the unfortunate clog on the redemption of her self- 
respect and honor in the comity of nations. The British Commonwealth 
of Nations is a “unique structure, a novel experiment in political orga- 
nisation, constituting a category by itself — neither unitary nor federal 
— which binds together different nationalities under the “aegies” of a 
nation more powerful than the rest by mutual co-operation rather than 

centralised control by no other visible Iwnd tlian coTumon allegiance 
to a mystic personality.” Let India be glorified with the destiny that 
await*^ her as a partner in the British Empire. 

May I (ontdude by hoping tliat India will have the proud privilege 
of being placed on equal footing with the other Dominions of the 
commonwealth with the grant of full responsible Government without 
any further delay I hope and trust. Sir, my resolution to this effect 
will re( eive your support as well as that of the hoiride members of the 
House. 

4-4o p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next resolution on the List of Business is 
Homewhat analogous to the one just moved and 1 propose therefore to 
have oiK‘ discussion on both the resolutions as it would save a lot of time. 
Let it b<' inovi'd at this stage. 


Round Table Conference. 

Mr, 8. M. BOSE: 1 1 >eg to move that this (Vnincil recommends to 
the (foveinment to communicate to the Gtiveriiment of India that in the 
opinion of this Couik il the Hound Table f’oiiference, consisting of 
Bengal lepresentatives elected b\ this ('ouncil, be hebi on the basis of 
the immediate establishment of full dominion stutu.s f<»r India W'ith 
re.sponsible (iovernment in the provimes as w’ell as in the Central 
Government so that India may be jdaced in the .same status as the 
self-governing dominions of the British ('omtiionwealth. 

Mr. President, Sir, the motion that stands in my name is very 
important and vital one at the present moment. At the outset, I desire 
to explain that my motion consists of three parts: (1) Full responsible 
Government in the provinces as well as in the Ontral Government 
should Ix' established without delay, so that India may l>e placed on tha 
same status as the self-governing dominion.^ in the British (’ommon- 
wealth ; t2) the Round Table Conference should be held on the hasis of 
immediate establishment of full dominion status for India; and (3) the 
Bengal representatives to the Conference should W elected by the 
elected members of this Council. 
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|)eaiin|7 with the la§t point first, we are entirely in the dark as to 
hoif many and how the representatives from Bengal to the Conference will 
be seWted. If they are to he nominated, suspicion may arise that they 
will be such as are safe men from the Government point of view. To 
prevent this and to ffive a real representative character to those sent to 
Kn^rland, we su^K^^st that they be elected by the elected members of this 
Council, but those chosen need not be members thereof. I sugiprest an 
equal number of Hindus and Moslems. ^ 

Now coming to the real point, about the grant of full responsible 
Government in the provinces as well as in the Centre this follows from 
the national demand for Dominion status. Now, Sir, a gocul deal of 
controversy has raged round this expression. This involves a definition 
of the phrase “self-governing Dominion now this may be defined as 
an autonomous unit, equal to all other similar units in the Federation 
of Nations with Britain, Britain being on an equality with the self- 
governing Dominions and having no right of interference with them. 
It follows that ea< h of these Dominions is a Sovereign State except that 
it does not openly deal with its foreign affairs. The Dominions are 
thus Partner-Members of tlie Empire, one prominent example being 
(^anada. 

We want sm h a constitution to be established now, sul)jecj to such 
•aleguards and reservations as may be considered necessary during the 
period of transition, and as may be settled in a free (‘onference, but not 
im]ioHed on us from above. This is the demand of tlie wlude of India. 
Dominion status is the one rallying cry in the country whi-ch has 
bnmght together in a common platform all schcxds of thoiiglit — Hindus, 
Moslems, Sikhs, Parsis, and may I not add, even Europeans. This is 
the only rallying cry that <‘an unite the propertied and the labouring 
and the backward classes. It expresses the desire to establish India’s 
right to grow into a larger future in her own way, according to her 
traditions and genius, and to have the power to arrange the liou.se of 
whi<’h she the mistress, according to her needs. In such a constitution,, 
every <’are will of course be taken that justice* — ample justice — m done 
to every community, Hindu, Moslem, Sikh, or European; and in 
particular, the interest of the minorities and the backward classes should 
be amply, justly, nay generously, protected. 

But one word of warning. We do not want Dominion status as an 
ideal — a distant, far-off, adorable dream — but as the object to be achieved 
within the shortest possible limit of time. Some friends and well- 
^Klflrtfers may object to the phrase “twmrdmfr” establishment of 
Don^ion status. They are frightened at the word “immediate”— a« 
if it means that to-morrow morning it is to come into force. The reaeon 
for oiir insisting on this is that we object to the old Preamble of the 
Government of India Art, which speaks of the pr(tgre$siv^ realisation 
of responsible Government. We all feel that this is now out of data. 
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and mtuk in accord with Indian feeling and should therefore be repealed. 
As aa answer to progressive, we say imm^rliate realisation of responsible 
GoTemment. Our friends will thus realise that we insist on the word 
“immediate” to mark our sense of disapproval of the Preamble. 
Further, European friends who are otherwise in active sympathy with 
our point of view should understand that we object to “stages” of advance 
to be dictated by an outside authority. The constitution must be left 
to its to expand or elaborate as needs arise. Further, nobody in his senses 
can imagine that full autonomy can (ome to-morrow or the day after. 
After all, in the life-time of a nation, what do five or fen years matter P 
So do not let friends be frightened at a shadow. At the Conference we 
shall urge that what we demand is not responsible Government by 
successive stages but a Domini«)n (‘onstitution to be established now, 
subject, of course, to such safeguards and re.servntions as may be consi- 
dered necessary from a practical point of view. But I repeat that such 
safeguards must not be imposed from above but should be a matter of 
agreement between England and India. 

Sir, so much lias been written an<l discusseil about the matter that 
I must refrain from dealing with it at greater length. But I deem it my 
duty earnestly to ask all mv friends here to consider the present state 
of tlie ('ountry. There i.s ferment — unrest — upheaval. The civil 
disobedience movement with its disastrous consequences is proving a 
sore mena<e to tlie finances of the country. Beal constructure work 
at a standstill. The country is now on the verge of ruin. All this 
ferment shows how keen, how eager, how deep-rooted, is the desire of our 
countrymen to raise India an<l enable her to take her rightful place in 
the Commonwealth of Nations. 

A few words more, and I have done. I appeal to my friends here, 
Moslem and Kiiropeun, to support the motion. Do not let us fight 
over words — mere shadows — but let us agree on the substance. To my 
Moslem friends I say that they are us deeply interested in this (luestiou 
wh ich so vitally affects India, us any of ua. We Moslems and Hindus 
laith are e(|ually impelled to strive for the uplift of the Indian nation. 
E(jUality of all is the gi-eat Mi-slem motto— We also want equality — 
e<|uality of India with all other countries. 

To my European friends I say that it is a matter for rejoicing that 
so many Britishers are taking a deep interest iti this matter. More and 
more they ar« coming to regard themselves not as mere birds of passage, 
mere sojourners, but as adopted sons of India. For generations some 
families have served India and taken the salt of India and I know hrtW' 
they have striven their Wst in return to promote the welfare nf their 
adopter! country. Ix»t the Europeans never think they are superffiious. 
Their help, their counsel, the stimulus to Intlian thought that they can 
give, will always be welcome. In this critical time, we know how their 
leaders hate striven to represent our case, our outlook and thought to 
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the^ British publir. With malice towards none but charity towards all 
we Hindus, Moslems, Sikhs and Enp:lishmeu, hand iu hand, we go 
marching on — on towards the Free India of the near future. 

^ p.m. 

Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: In suppoii of the resolution 
to hold a Round Table Conference and for the grant of immediate 
Dominion status, I beg to submit that the British Nation is pledged 
to the establishment of Dominion status for India, and His Excellency 
the Ticeroy on the 1st of N(>vember, 1921), declared that the attainment 
•of Dominion status was the natural fulfilment of India’s desire for 
constitutional freedom. Again, on the 9th July last, the Viceroy in 
his address to the Central Legislature made it clear that the declara- 
tion of the 1st November, 1929, stands good notwithstanding the 
publication of the Simon Report. Throughout the speech of His 
Excellency the Viceroy there rings a note of siiH'erity and it is manifest 
that His ENcellency is really anxious to assist in “translating India’s 
ospiratifiiis into constitutional reality.” Referring to the ensuing 
Round Table (Conference, His Excellency said that the (^>nference 
w'ould he free to arrive at solutions with its liberty unimpaired by tlie 
RepoTt of the Simon Commission or any other document before it ami 
that the agreement which the Conference would In* able to a* 'Me 1 
w<mld form the basis of the projiosals to be •mbmitted later by His 
Majesty’s Hoveinment to the Parliament. While this indicates on the 
one hand the position of His Majesty’s (lovernment with regaid to 
India’s political move and the s<*ope of the Round Table (Conference, 
it must be recognised on the other hand that the speech of His 
Excellency the Viceroy has satisfied only minority groups and entirely 
fallen flat on (»ther influential political bodies which have explicitly 
stated over and over again their demand that the object of the Round 
Table (Confeience should be the drawing up of a self-governing consti- 
tution for Indie, subject to the transitional safeguards. 

There is a nation-wide suspicion that the inclusion in the Round 
Table Confereuce of die-hard English politicians from various opposi- 
tion parties and other interested nominees from India, may prove to be 
ft stumbling bhx’k in the way of India's politic al progress on the path of 
the agreed goal. This distrust deepens daily as the i-esult of adverse 
interpretations put on the speech of His Excellency in England and 
the prominence they are given in India by the unfriendly press; the 
latest criticism of this speech published in this country comes from the 
Arewtn^ which is of opinion that “there i.s scarcely a phrase 

in the speech of the ^ icen>y which could not l>e either expanded or 
restricted according as future expediency dictates,” The result is that 
the decision of the Congressmen not to associate with the Round Table 
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Confewiloe is gaining strength from day to day. The civil disobedience 
movement, of which I am not a supporter, has had its run during the 
past four months or more shows no sign of waning and during this 
^nod huge mass demonstrations have taken place. We hear of 
arrests and imprisonment, sujipi-ession of freedom of speech and writings, 
of martial law and use of force. The active participants in this 
movement, which is described generally as a state of war, are far out- 
numbered by its sympathisers Indh Indians and foreign. The movement 
has affected all onlered sta ial illations. However much we may decry 
this movement and its organisers, it cannot he gainsaid even hy its 
worst critics that it has demonstrated the deep and soul-stirring ui-ge 
working in the minds of all ranks and classes for their country’s freedom 
and political equality with other nations. The question is how to end 
all this? How to bring aUmt an honourable settlement and improve 
the present situation? The answer is: Call the Hound Table 

Conference and tumounce that it shall be for the framing of a constitu- 
tiou giving India lloininion status with transitional safeguards. The 
alternative of it is repression and nioi-e repression which would only 
serve to keep ablaze the fire of discontent all over the country. With- 
out the asMuiation of infliiential political Imdies, the Hound Table 
Confei‘en<*(‘ will make a j>ooi show and any constitution for India 
evolved out f»l it-i final recommeiulations are foredoomed to failure. 
The plea for Dominion status is rud exhausted merely by reference to 
the present civil discduMlieiice nioveineiit. India’s fitness for eipiul 
treatment \nth other partneis of the Hiitish (^/oiiimon wealth must be 
recogni*'ed. T(> (piote the W(»rds of Sir hruiici-> \ minghushand, the 
gallant Riitish s(ddier long connected with India “India has been 
greatly enhancing her piestige during the last 2fl or ‘tb years, She is 
imiking a }>ig |K>*»itimi for lierMdf” and he iMhises his couiitrvnum in 
his recent conti ibution to the Sprrtnttfr to raise India’s jirestige and 

Kays; “The greater hers the greatci ours we have alreutly said 

that the goal is responsible (roverimient, but we have always uddeii 
"within the Kinpire.’ I would leave it to India to say that ‘if h*io 
wishes.’ After what India diil foi the Kintnre in the (ireat War, our 
flense of what is fit and gracious should surely make us leave the word 
with her. It is courteous to say it ovei'selves.” 


India with Dominion status would l>e content and a friendly India 
wou?<l not only l)e a great bulwark for Hritain, but also for British 
manufactures. So I would appeal to all the Europeans to extend their 
Bupi>ort to this resolution for giving India full Dominion status. 
With theif words I support the resolution now before the IfmjHC. 


Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Sir, I li^e to 
»uppc»rt the iwdution and in doing so, I desire to say that the Hound 
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Table Canference^if it is to achieve any reastnahJe amount of 8ucees&^ 
must meet to frame a constitution for India on Dominion status basis. 
I wish to draw the paiiicmlar atiantion of the Treasury Bench that I 
ain not putting forth any new issue with which His Majesty’a 
Governnrieiit is not in complete accord. It would not be out of place 
to mention here that His Majesty’s Government stands for self-goverp^ 
ment in India w’hich means “Self-initiation, self-direction and self- 

control.’’ The pronouncement of the 20th of August, 1917, speaks of 

“gradual develoj»ment of self-governing institutions with a view to the 
progressive realisation of responsible Government in India.*’^ 

And it is an established fact that in spite of the attempts 

of 8ir Mal<‘<diii Hailey and others Uf the contrary, responsible Govern- 
ment is the same us Dominion status or to be more literally accurate^ 
responsible self-government. In the instrument of instructions issued 
by the King to the Governor-General, reference is made “ to the end 
that British India may attain its due place among our dominions. 

In the Royal proclamation of 2-lid December, 1919, Hi^ Majesty said 
that the Act of 1919 ]M)inted the way “to full responsible Government 
hereafter” and “the right of her (India’s) people to direct her affaira 
and safeguard her interests.” 

Thus it is clear that the pronouncement of August, 1917, declares 
responsible Government as the goal of India which is reiterated and 
emphatically suppc^rted by the authoritative declaration of Lord Irwin 
on 1st November, 1929, which definitely meiitio-ns the woids “Dominion 
status.” The reHolution passed at the Imperial Conference in 1926, 
makes the jiosition clear: “They (British and the Dominions) are 

autonomous communities within the British Kmpire ecpial in status, 
in no w’uy subordinate one to another in any aspec t of their domestic 
and external affairs though united by a common allegiance to the 
Crown and freely associated as meiiiWrs of th<* British Commonwealth 
of Nations.” I would like to put it on I'ec'ord that I am in ngreemeni 
with Mr. C. H Dus when he formulates: “Indeed, the Kiiipire idea 
gives us a sense of many advantages. Dominion status to-day is in no 
sense servitude. To me, the idea (Dominion status) is specially 
attractive l>ecause of its deep spiritual signiHcance .... I think it is 
for the gCMid of India, for the g<KKl of the world that India should 
strive for freedom within the Commonwealth and so serve the cause of 
humanity. Sir, I have briefly stated that Dominion form of Govern- 
ment is the goal of India and His Majesty’s Government i.s definitely 
pledged to it. In this connection, I would also like to point out that 
the immediate grant of Dominion status wdth certain transitional 
aa!egunrd.s is the cr> of eveiy* political paHy in India. All section.s of 
poliHcians in India with wide difference* in other spheres of public 
activity are unanimous on this point. Hindus, MuhammadaWAi 
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£uro|Mli8, merchants, l^ationalists and Liberals are happily for India, 
titianittioiis on this question. It would be a political blunder to iiri^ore 
euch a demand, backed up by all sections and communities of the 
people. 

But unfortunately, Sir, it is ffiven out time and ajfain by the die- 
hards in Enicrland and interested parties in India that India is not yet 
fit for self-government and the Britishers as their trustees must see to 
it, believing in the maxim of Momsen that “history has a nemesis for 
an impotent craving for freedom.” Conceding though not agreeing 
with that viewjwint, I desire to |)oint out that it is a sad commentary 
on the history' of British rule in India that after 150 years, the 
Britishers could not make India fit for the dominion form of Govern- 
ment. Sir, it is a confession of their own weakness and failings and 
reflects great discredit on them; it does not in any way e-^tablish India'a 
unfitness for self-rule. It is, indeed, strange to find that the Europeans 
in India who pretend to be Wlievers in self-government want to put 
back the clock of India’s progress, and as their recent debates at 
Peliti's on Monday show, they indulge in cheap gil)es at the Indians 
and intend to pr<»ve themselves a stumbling block to the progressive 
path of India. We can only pity tho.se whose temper has overclouded 
calm judgment in the face of the national agitation whiih seems to have 
di.Hturi>ed their balance of mind. It has been a lesson of history that 
the enemies of Tndiftn jirogress cun go to any length for their own 
self-intere>t.i and the debates at Peliti‘> only .support that finding of 
histo?y. 

Sir, the Indian Xalionul Congress which uinloubtedly wiebls a great 
influence in the country and whiidi is really the only political organisa- 
tion competent to voice Indian public opinion has declared in 
uneipiivocul terms that nothing short of the ifiiiiiediute grunt of 
Dominion status with proper .<4afeguard8 will satisfy Indian aspirations--^ 
although its creed is isolated independence. And frankness requires 
it to lie told that if peace is to be restored in the land and cordial 
Felatioiis Mtablished between the rulers and the ruled, it is of impera- 
tive necessity to consider sympathetically the |K)pular point of view. 

I cannot and 'lo not support the civil disoliedieiice movement which, 
to my mind, is a philosophy of despair and is a negation of the con- 
structive prcgramine, but it re<|uires no foresight to say that the 
Congress hy launching this movement has brought alxiut a situation 
which calls for inime<iiate solution. Sir, it is not possible to administer 
a clis(*oritented India for all time cotne. It shows niedimval 

tonreptioii of the State that it will rule with all its eiitergericy fww'ers. 
The days are gone by when the kings ruled over tracts of land — ^not 
over nations. But if you are to role a nation, some sent of settlement 
Biitit be arrived at. Woonded heart and offended nationalism are 
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the greatest disruptive forces of modern times and unless there is a 
working compromise, chaos will envelo])e the entire land. Apart from, 
political makeshift, coming down to the low plane of self-interest, a 
discontented India is of no help to (Ireat Britain. Dislocation of trade- 
and business here in this unfortunate country of ours will threaten 
the very existence of the labouring classes in Britain. It will not only 
affect the natives of India hut also of England whose prosperity i» 
indicative of the eimrmous resources of India. 

Sir, you can in scorn of the united demand of the people make a 
<;on(|uest ot it ; you can spurn at their oiler and c(;erce them into 
obedience; you can in your plenitude of j>ower set at naught the wishes 
of the Indian nation. But, Sir, you cannot stop hea rt -bleed ing ; you 
cannot sloj) the gathering forces of discontent which are sure to show 
themselves up at any moment ; you can coiKpier the jieojde but cannot 
win their allectioii ; you cannot conquer their hearts. And iinles<; there 
is a change ol heart, the Round Table (\)nference is foredoomed to 
tailure. So, Sir, this Council in the interest of both Eiiigland and 
India should recoiiimend that the Hound Table Conference should meet 
to discuss the constitution on a Dominion status basis and on that basis 
alone, it has a chance of success, otherwise all hopes, however high and 
rosy, would founder in the rock of despair, and contentment, peace and 
constitutional government would he things of the pa^t ; that is what I, 
as an advocate of ordered administration, apprel^end and depie(‘ate. 

6-15 p.m. 

Reverend B. A. NAC: Sir, one of the great disaiqiointments of the 
Simon Commission Report was that while we might have appref iated 
their non-ussociation with the Vi<*en»y’8 declaration ot dlst October, 
when it was made we fail to understand why no reference whatsoever 
W'UH made to it, either in support of it or otherwise. It seemed to show 
that Sir John Simon had something very different in his mind from 
what our Viceroy had, and therefore it behoves us that we should 
make it clear that we support the Viceroy’s deidaration, and probably 
we go u little further than that. The sesond thing that Sir John 
Simon s Cmuiiiittee did was that they deliberately in their report 
menti(»ned that British institutions are not suitable to India. 
Therefore*, it behoves this Council to make clear what we like and 
what we demand, and we do demand Dominion status for India. T 
would like to sf^eak particularly on a section of this re.solution which 
says ‘^including Bengal representatives elected by this Council. Now, 
Sir. as a nominated member of this Council I know what the public 
say to me, and I believe the same would happen to the nomintted 
meml^ers at the Round Table. The people will say that these men 
nominated by however great a personage were not representatives of 
the people, and therefore there is a very great danger that when the 
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Bound Table Conference comes to a decision, the people here will say 
that these men who represented us were not our representatives. 
Therefore, their decisions are not acceptable to us. 1 submit that the 
right position is that the representatives to the Hound Table Conference 
should be elected by the people and nothing w'uuld be better than that 
they should be elected by this Council which represents the people. 
Moreover, the Viceroy has intimated that all interests should he 
represented at the Hound Table Conference, i do not know what 
resources the Viceroy has to find out the i-epresentutives of all the 
interests, specially the provincial interests which may be of very great 
importance. I believe it is only the provincial Council which knows 
W'hat interests might suffer, if they were not represented at the Hound 
Table Conference. Take, for instance, the depressed classes. It does 
not mean the same thing in Madras us in Bengal or in Bombay or in 
the l^unjuh. One might say take one representative from the depressed 
classes in Madni.s. Thai by no means would satisfy tbe depi*essed (‘ltt.ss6s, 
hut what might happen on the other hand is that the higher authority 
might objec t to nominate us many lepreseiitatives from the vanous 
interests as might be elected by the provincial Councils. The solutitm 
is easy; the Vicen»y might exercise his powers to select (uit of the 
panel of these men, not simply directly inviting, hut nominating men 
from the panels offered by the pmvincial (Councils. | believe Sir 
.Jt»hn Simon and his Committee have lost a great chance of serving 
the people in submitting a re|»o!t whi<h, if it weie statesmanlike, might 
have arrestecl all these uni-est in this couiitiy. But I believe the 
acceptance of "Uch a resolution as has been moved by Kai Baluulur 
Eamini Kumar Das ami Mr. S. M. Bo!«*e will to some extent reassure 
the pepple that (lovernment might In* willing to do what they W'unt, 
With these wiirds I support the resolution tliat has been moved. 

iliulvi HA88AN ALI: At a time when every land in the world is 
eujo^'ing self-<letei mination and self-goveinment, it is a sheer folly 
to think that Imlia will he satisfied with anything less than a full 
responsible Ooveriiment in the form of a seif-goveniing dominion. 
India cannot lug behind the spirit of the time and she is fast moving 
w’ith the world force.s. The same world-force which is now' guiding 
Japan, Turkey. China and Afghanistan is moving India also. You 
cannot ignore to any advantage now that the irresistible tendencies of 
itie times have developed a widespread intense nationalism throughout 
the length and hreadtii of the cmintrv demanding expression in Its 
government. Gandhi and Gandhites, Nehrus and Nehruites are none 
hu^ the outi'ome of these forces and the Congress itself is nothing hut 
t^e vehicle of this formidable force of national will of India. It 
w no usy now saying that this or that section of the pefiple does not 
want self-gpvernment. It is now an idle talk to say that the - 
Maasalmans do not want it — it is now a lie to say that certain se<‘tion 
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ot Hindul do not want it. For what we see to-day in the country f 
Eren a cufrual observer will not fail to see the outstanding fa<-t of India 
to-day that every son and daughter of India, be he or she a Mussalnian 
or a Hindu, a Jain or a Parsi, is throbbing with the passion of 
nationalism, and we find to-day that the distinction between extremism 
and moderaiism, has now come to u vanishing point and men of every 
caste, creed and every shade of opinion are now out on achieving the 
same goal — Freedom. Indians freedtun to-day does not necessarily mean 
severance ot British connection altogether; for I l>elieve that it is 
tieither in the thought of our leaders in general nor in the mass minds 
that India needs any complete severance of connection with Great 
BHtain. 

What is India’s aspiration to-<luy then)^ You (*annot express her 
aspiration better than in the words of her greatest son to-day, what 
she wants at the nioment is “substance of independence.” We want 
'‘the substance” of- freedom and not merely the dry form of it and 
this oliject may well be acdiieved by the grant of an immediate 
Dominion status. Sir, India, at the present moment, wants a 
Government which must not be a curse upon the people instead of 
being a boon to them. India to-day wants a (constitution by which 
her dumb millions must no hmger be crushed by a systematic and 
progressive exploitati(»u. India at this moment wants a Government 
which must put a stoj) to the ruinous expense of the military and the 
civil administration of the (‘ountry which she cannot afford. ludia 
wants to-day a Government which will help her infant industries in 
full flourishment . India demands to-day that she be no longer 
dumping ground for f<»reign industrial goods. India wants that tlfe 
sorrowful tale of the miseiuble life of a poverty stricken j>easantry 
under the heavy burden of a terrific systtuu of land icvenue be no 
longer a reality. India wants that she no longer he the home, 1|bove 
all countries of the world, of povt»rty, famine and destitution, disease 
and death, illiteracy and ignorance. She demands to-day all 

her talent and energy should no longer be i-endered helpless finding 
no free scope for serving the motherland. India, like all other nations 
of the world, wants to he wealthy, healthy, happy, wise and contented. 
Thns India demands to-day that .10 crores of her children (*an no 
longer remain political serfs, having no liberty to speak, no frMda|ft 
of action and no freedom even of thought. Thus to-day slie * 
demands for a radical change in the present system of 
which will benefit her ns a whole — which will bring aboul pmHIcal 
advancement and prosperity to the various sections of her people,^ 
Thus it is nothing hut quite natural that India demands ^ 

immediate establishment of a full responsible Government placed 
*^l!ie like status with the other self-governing members of fill collittjf 
of nations under British Commonwealth. ^ 
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'Wb muit remember that this is but the miuimum uenMUitt oi the 
matirnn. If the British people do not realise it, very soon they will 
have to face with the gravest |)ossible situation. What we want at 
the present moment is not the shadow of res[)onsible Uovernmeut as 
depicted in the Simon Commission Report. To-day what India wants 
is this; The responsibility for good government ot India must l)e 
imme<Uately tnuisferred fivui Westminster and Whitehall to the 
Swrajjya Bhaban. It i> ridiculous to think that the modern India 
<an any longer condescend to accept the so-called responsible 
constitution proposed by the Simon seven. While we Indians want 
that there be established a full i-es{K>nsible (lovernmeut both in the 
centre as well as in the pi-ovinces which will derive its authority and 
power entirely from the legislature composed of the itipresentatives 
of the people, the Cabinet being in fact the executive l>ody, while we 
want to place powe!*s in the hands of the people of India themselves, 
the Simon Commission w'ould make the (lovernoi's the virtual rulers, 
nay varitable autocrats in the provinc’es. None can fetter his choiow^.. 
of ministry. lie can over-rule the ministry and the legislature itself. 

Sir, we have clec*iied the present reformed constitution in the flcKjr 
of this House. But the Simon (^uiiiiiisHion has niade the position of 
the miiilsters wcu'-e than ni»w. While India wants that responsibility 
fc»r gcHul govei nance of India munt ininiediately vest in her |>eople, 
the (^ommiH.*»inm*rs wcmlcl have U" ac*cept that the administration, 
con direction and guidance of the country should irrevocably 
and perhaps perpetually vest in the British Parliament and the 
Secretary of State and the legislature c»f India should be under the 
tnperrision and check of the Viceroy and the (Governors of the 
provinces. Here ltc»s, Sir, the whole fun of the matter. Let the 
Britishers know that India will not be satisfied at the present moment 
witln^t anything less than a full responsible Ooverniiient having a 
statuii at least ecpuil to that of a self-governing dominion under the 
British roiiiinonwealth. 




Bibu KHETTER MOHAN RAYs Sir, I rise to supjMtrt this motion. 

, The British Government and the British Ministers promised iielf- 
nation to India; they declared Dominion status as the goal 
and India accepted it. A difference arose as to the time 
wheii^ l^ffia should reach the goal. Indians want the immediate 
eslhW|shSlept of a fnll-fledgcMl dominion form of government, while 
the Br^lisTl people would like to hove it postponed for an indefinite 
Excellency the Viceroy before the joint session of the 
vSentral jCegislatures recently said : ‘Tt was hardly expected that 
Tnffla, riffhtly sensitive of her self-respect, and growing every year inarw 
conpcioiis of national feeling, should, of her own free will, desine to 
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remani ifidefinitely «• a partner in the political aociety of tlia British. 
Empire, upon tenoB which implied a permanent infmdority of statue.” 
And His Excellency proceeded to say that, in recognition of the 
feeling amongst the Indian people, be was authorised last year by Hia 
Majesty’s Oovemmeni to maice the pronouncement regarding Dominion 
status. This statement is clear enough. Dominion status is to be 
granted to India to put an end to her present inferiority of status. 
It is obvious that the state of things, before the declaration of the 
Great War was made, implied the partnership of India on terms of 
inferiority in the political society of the Empire for an indefinite 
period. What was indefinite is to be made definite. It is admitted' 
that this inferiority ought to he removed. Now the question is how 
soon that is to be done. India cannot remain for an indefinite period 
as an inferior partner of tbe Empire. 

A full-fledged dominion form of government may not be possible 
just at the present moment, but Indians are agreeable to the proposal 
that safeguards should be provided in the constitution during the 
transitional period, the details oT these safeguards being settled by 
negotiation. Indian leaders of all shades of opinion have repeatedly 
made it abundantly clear that they are not against pmvision being 
made in the constitution for safeguards during the transitional stage. 
But to this the British Government are not agreeable. Hence we 
have this period of trouble and unrest. If Great Britain means what 
she has already said, then what is the difficulty in settling a 
coiistitutum on the basis of Dominion statusf If the British and other- 
foreign interests in this country fear that they are likely to he affected 
by a change in the constitution, then T say : “Provide safeguards 
and protective measures against such contingencies, and ctintinue them 
for a rensonahle period, so that it may not lie said that such interests- 
were taken unawares and have not had sufficient notice of the chfMnge.” 
It is clear that the Indian people demand that full responaible- 
Government should he established without any more delay in both the 
provincial and central Goveriiiiients, so that India might he plwoed in- 
the category of the self-governing dominions of the British EmllBre. 

We hardly believe that a solution of this problem canbot 
reached by the matter Wing approached in a spirit of good^%ill and* 
friendliness. But we regret to Bay that Government has ic1lo#n' 
otherwise. The result is the civil disobedience movement, 
gnined enormously in intensity and strength. Government •ui^t 
note that tbe present unrest is not confined to the extrettlvItB dbly» 
and that has spread through all classes and ranks of people all 
over the rountiy. The sooner this question is solved, the Ijelfet for 
all parties concerned. Nothing short of self-governing status, wWr 
sufficient safeguards, if necessary, during tbe period of 
wit! satisfy tbe people of this country. - 



sfisouiTiOiie, 

MTYEMBBA MATH BOYt Sir, th« wort raonwatoiu 

aainmoemeiit, sijicie tiie a««u]uption of the Goverumeiit of India by 
the Crown in 1857, was made on the :^h Auj^nst, 1917, by that 
lamstated statesman Kdward Samuel Montagu in the Bouse of Commons 
by which “responsible GovemmenC* was intended to be introduced in 
British India. Sir, it was not the view of an individual— not even 
that of a party in office, but a pledge and assuraui'e ojffered to India 
by Britain herself. Sir, what was the reason of that announceineut 
and pledge? It was the attitude of nntioualist India towards Britain 
during the most eventful period of not only her own history, but iu the 
history of the whole world. I need not repeat here the fate to which 
some of the nations were d<K>nied and fitmi which some of them have 
not been able to recover us yet. But w’hat was the fate of Britain? 
She stood triumphant as she sUmmI for freedom and equality of rights, 
with India and the Dominions all the world over standing by her side» 

Sir, immediateiiy after the announcement of the 20th August, 1917, 
instead of sending out a (.’oui mission, Mr. Montagu himself came out 
to India and jointly with a sym|withetic Viceroy began to take evidence 
bow i-esponsiblp Government could be established. 

Sir, utter tbe War bud eiide<l unsympathetic offir ials and interested 
classes liegan to put their heads together as to how to <*urtail the 
ref(»rins intende<l to be given. The cry was raised that the Indians 
were not at all fit for an> H<jrt ot resp4>iisible Govei nnieiit, and inslea<l 
of putting them in charge of the whtde administration they should be 
put in charge of a portion, and the form of arirniiiistration known as 
I)iar<'h> \sas introduced. Wp all know the result <if the working of 
that diarclinal form (»f Government. It has done more mischief than 
go<i<l to the adininiHtrHti<»ri. Sir, we are all surprised tf» tirni that more 
unsympathetic rnethiKls are now InMiig tried to whittle ilown the reform 
proposals. Some of my friends on the opp<isite, whose sympathy and 
love for the duiuh millions know no Umnds, are out ffrr putting the 
machineiy’ of Government backward. Their self-interest, their trade, 
thWF commerce, should be the supreme <»bjiHtive in the administration 
of llie rountrj'. One is not only surprised but astounded to find that 
W concrete suggestion is l»eing made that the preramt agitation has been 
^ ♦nginnered by a few monied Indians, and that the mass has no 
‘®y^^P*lby with it. Do they really mean that they want to see a wider 
* Manifestation of popular agitation? 

Sir, India has for long been exploited for British trade and British 
fJOiBjner^e, and is it not time that these sojourners are put on an 
equality with the children of the soil? The pagf>da tree has been sbahen 
for long, and it is time that my friends on the op|M»ite side took 
iranfliMr that united India — Hindus and Muhammadans — ^wmild stand 
itekikler to shoulder for equality of rights in all matters with a handful 
^ biidr «f fuMsage. 
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Sir, I submit that the provincial autonomy, as recpmmeHibd in 
the Simon Report is not full responsible Government. What we 
want is that all the departments of (:foveniment should be run by 
Ministers, who would be elected by the people and not be nominated by 
the Governor. Nominated Ministers can never be responsible to the 
people. 

Sir, regarding* the Central Legislature the idea of the Commislionera 
about a federal India is a curious one and against the united opinion 
of the people. We want full responsible Governiuent in the Central 
liegislature, us well as pioviricial autoncuny in the provinces. Sir, 
may 1 ask “C^^mld not Sir Ilhupendra Nath Mitra be trusted with the 
finances of the Government of India as a Minktei* or Sir Puroshotham 
Das Thakurdas with the C<»mmerce INirtfolio In the Simon Report 
the proposal for introducing responsible Government in the Central 
Legislature has very artistically been thrown out on the ground tliat 
the ultimate constitution of India must be on federal lines, ‘and so 
long as the Indian Stales do not join, this cannot be done. British 
India, educated India, will have to stand and wait indefinitely for the 
Native l*rinces to advance. 

There is no reason why India should not be placed in the same 
status as the self-governing dominions of the British Commonwealth. 

I hope an early pronouncement should be made before the Round 
Table Conference meet, that the basis of any future constitution for 
India should be the grant of full Dominion status to her. 

Sir, so early as the seventies of the Inst centuiy the poet Hemchandra 
Bang — 

^ I! 

[This means that the Chinese, the Burnie'<e, the uncivilised Japanese 
are independent and wield mighty powers. It is India that alone is 
lying dormant.] 


Maulvl AftUL KASEM: I am sorry. Sir, that I cannot give even 
my qualified support to this resolution. At the very outset, t wouM 
like to say that I feel as deeply the humiliating position of U subject- 
rtvce as any of my «‘ountrymen. But my method for securing telf- 
governmeiit entirely differs from that of my friends. I do not believe, 
Sir, that self-government can l»e obtained either by a piece of 
ment or by an Act of Parliament. Self-government has to be secured, 
in my opinion, by making the people fit to govern themaelves, and 
by preparing them for it. Somebody has said that God not, 

and man cannot, refuse self-government to a nation if that nation 
is fit for it. But at the same time I must say that 0od ikHi 
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and^ Htfui ffrant self-government to a nation which is not fit 

for it.' I Siubmit, Sir, that in all this struggle for self-government 
my c<iltnti^’’nien have evade<l the real issue and have not exerted 
them^lves in the least to prepare the people for the responsibility 
is going to be thrust on them. It has hec^oine the fashion to-<iay to 
repeat the slogans of Ibnninion Status, res]Muisible gcjvernment, 
independence, and so on, — to be granted ininiediately— -perhaps even 
before the sun goes down to-day. But whatever we may desire, we 
must first of all prepui*e ourselves for shouldering the responsibility, 
and further we must also deserve it. The cry of my (•ountr>unen 
remiiidN me of an old w<uiian who went to a huteher-shop in Edinburgh 
Ibirjt Lane. 'I'he bunher asked: “Madam, what do you wantP” 
ftlie said: “If you wish to know what I want, I must tell y(»u that 
*1 want a hoii.se, a ()0 horse-powei nif»tor-<*ar, and ffijfKK) n year; but 
what 1 really expect is a janind of mutton. I’lease credit it for 
Saturday.” (lauighter.) I think. Sir. that the proper way to secure 
self-g(»verninent is to prepaie the country, the fW‘ople of (his land— 
by the j>ei»[»le I mean tlie masses and not the politic’ally-miuded 
intellig(‘nfsia — for the onerous dtitics and responsibilities v^hich will 
devolve upoti them m hen self-government comes at last. Sir, might 
I remind my hnii’hle friend .Mi. S. M. Bose, tlie mover of this 
resolution, that his illustiious father tind his colleagues worked for 
nearly half a century to prep.iie the pectple and the country for self- 
government, and that the reform.s (hat have been introdiK’ed and the 
partial responsibility that has been grantetl to the jxHiple of this 
country are entirely due to the untiring effort> and ceaseless labour 
of a few men — I mean the late Mr. Anandu Mohan Bose, Babu Sureiidra 
Nath Bannerji, and Mr. Bhupendra Nath Bo.seJ' But their good work 
ha.s been — ami is still l>eiiig — undone by my r'ountrymen who have 
followed in their wake. Here, in this province, (he people have been 
prepared not for responsible work but for revolution and lawlessness 
and to Tarry on the organi7.at ion of [Kditical work on line* neither 
healthy nor sound. 

fefr, there is another matter which has Wn brought forward before 
this (^ncil : it is that Dominion status should Iw* grunted immediately. 
My objec'tion i** — and 1 shall 1 k> frank in what 1 say — that I do not 
feel that^my countrymen at the piestuit moment are prepared to take 
on their shoulders the responsibilities of self-government. Is there 
pny guarantee that there will not be a tyranny bv the majority over 
tiM .oninorityp By the majority and the minority I do not mean 
simplv the Hindus and (he Muhammadans, or any such conimunal 
groups qt Irodies. What I mean is that any party whiidi can organi/e 
itaelfillhf purpoiww of wielding power will always tyrannize over a 
minority party who may disagree with them. That is not very 
«fteoii||i|ring^ to all well-wishers of the country who want to see 
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i^Mponflible government introdneed in this country. The rettsom fdT 
my belief h my experience of the administration of mttnioipalitiea, 
bei^anee there the majorities always tyrannize over the minorities. 
Sir, I will not labour this point any further. 

5-45 p.m. 

Another matter that has been brought forward is that members 
of the Kound Table Conference, instead of being selected by the 
Viceroy or the Government of Bengal, should be ele<Ted by this 
House. My friend the llev. Mr. Nag said : “I am a nominated memher 
and people will turn d^ wii upon me if T am selected because I am a 
nominated meniWr, for they have faith in an elected member.” 
Certainly an elected member enjoys greater confidence of the people 
than a nominated member, but with due respect to my friends on the 
otlier side for whom 1 have tlie greatest respect and for whose abilities 
also 1 have the greatest respect, I say, ”have the elected meml>ei*s of 
this House the confidents of the people, because the only organised 
party, the biggest and strongest party in the country is out of it?” 

My objection to this proposal for the immediate grant of Dominion 
Status is Imsed on tlie fact that my countrymen refused tt» send any 
hut my friends on the other side, because they belonged to an organised 
party and, in favouring a candidate, did not follow the merits or 
services of any particular individual nr his political opinions but 
simply his party ticket. That is the situation by reason of which 
we cannot expect to l>e able to take up tlie responsibility of self- 
government. I say. Sir, when the only organised party, the party 
which has really got a hold over the vast population of this province 
and coniniands its respect, is out of this Council, it is no gmal having 
members for the Round Table Conference elwted by this House. 
They will be as much looked down upon as any nominated member. 

As regards my personal opini<'n I submit, Sir, that the idea for 
which the Round Table ('onferenoe was suggested has absolutely failed 
in its object ami since it has failed to draw the biggest party in India 
to the Cimference. I think that the best and statesmanlike course 
w^ould l>e to drop the idea of a Round Table Conference altogether. 
However, that is the business of great statesmen; they know it bettW. 
But for myself 1‘ can only say that however much we may desire 
autonomy we shall l>e far away frmn its realisation until we prepared, 
educated and trained the people in the villages how to attain it rather 
than look for it to a piet'e of parchment or an Act of ParliameiMt 4a 
give them self-government. 

It is very well that some Englishmen, some Americans or the 
Government of India or the Viceroy may say that we are wery fit, 
we are very able and that we have done verj* good work in the 
I-egislatures or in the Assembly and therefore we ought *to g4l 
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That would bo just like the school boy whose teacher 
him a duffer but who replied: *'Sir, you call me a duffer, but 
my fisher calls me clever, my mother calls me clever, my sisters call 
me cltwsr, and what is more important, I myself think that I am very 
•clever.” Statements such as these would flatter us to think that 
we are very patriotic, that the Viceroy has l>een complimentary to 
us and that we deserve Dominion status, that we represent the nation 
as much as the people who are now outside the Legfislatures. But 
just as the real judjre of a l)ov’s brain is the teacher, so the real 
judjre of our work is the people — by the word “people” of course I 
mean the people who toil in the rural areas of Beiijral. Their opinion 
has not been taken or a'^certained. You may say that you have been 
elected by them; so indeed you have l»een. But can any one of us 
here— not even excluding: myself — lay his hand on his heart and say 
that they have elected or voted for you because they recognise your 
8er\'ices or poIic> or p^ditics? As far as I myself am concerned 1 
<‘an say that they voted for me !u»t on those grounds but on personal 
grounds only. Others, I daivsay, have beep elet'tei] l»ecause of their 
party organisation which i>y intimidation, threat or cries of party 
slogan has sent tliem here. I do not claim and I think none of us 
can claim that we really represent the people, that is, the agricultural 
population, or even a majority of (hem. 


Or. NARitH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA S It is liardly worth 
while at the present moment to discuss the question whether the Round 
Table ('onference should meet on ibe basis of Dominion status for 
India or not. The hand of time has clearly indurated, the inexorable 
band of destiny has indicatc<l that if there is to he a Round Table 
<?onference, if there is to he u conference which is to lead to any 
result whatsoever, it can only be in a conference on the liasis that 
India is to have self rule on the lines of the British self-governing 
Dt)nuni(»ns. The history of the past tew years and more strongly 
the history of the past few months has made it inevitable that this 
ebould be s<»; and if there are those who would shut their eyes to the 
fa<*ts of hiHtor>-, who would attempt to deny the truth which i« 
writ HO large in history and say that all this is mere froth and not 
eubstance, I can only pity them l)ecuuse there is no doubt at all (bat 
the great niin<l of India is working l>ehind all the manifestations of 
nationalism, the wisest and the most foolish. Bc'ores of events have 
taken place within recent years and they show that the great mind 
ol India has said that it shall he free and that Dominion status is 
the least that will possibly satisfy the mind of India. Those who 
would not recognise this fact, those who have shut their eyes towlay 
to it, to them I say that they are living in a dreamland; their counsel 
is not a counsel which countji and which ought ti» count in a serious 
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Ijegislature like ouru. My lion’ble friend Rai Bahadur EaaiukB 
Chandra Banarjt gave undue importapce to the absolutely foolish 
utterances of a body of persons who recently assembled in an eating* 
house to discuss politics. To my mind they are Rip Van Winklea 
who went to sleep in the eighties of the last century and have suddenly 
woken up to find that the world they wei*e familiar with had gono 
and there was no way of bringing back the old condition of things. 
It is not worth w'hile referring to them; it is not worth while entering 
into any controversy with them, the futility of all controversy with 
such people is shown by the wildness of their imagination wlien with 
their eyes shut they dream that Sir Charles Tegart is sitting on the 
Tnanhnufl at Delhi and Lonl Birkenhead rattling his sw’ord at White- 
hall. But that is not to be. That day will never come; the 
<*onsummation of tlieir dream will n<)t come. It is not worth w’hile 
entering into a controversy with them, but my friend Maulvi Abul 
Knsem is woilhy of much greater consideration. He has laid down 
(he will pardon me for saying so) a platitude which has l>een over- 
W’orked for the purpose of .showing that the time is not yet. “Deserve* 
and fheti desire” is a maxim which mothers often teach their children; 
it is a maxim whicdj we have heard repeated times without number. 
The answer has been given, not by those wdio are here but men who 
are outside, that they ha\e deserved and they m^w desire independence. 
Their efforts may lead to suc'cess or to failure but the very fact that 
they have made w'onderful sacrifices for it, na> , the very fact that 
they are resolved to be free and the w’uy they have sliown that, proves 
that the maxim “first deserve and then desire” is far too out-of-date- 
to-day. The desire of India is to be free — to govern itself; Maulvi 
Abul Kasem will perhaps say that India should be put into a st'hool,. 
a 8ch(M)l w’hicli w*ill never end; but India is not content wuth it. The 
answer of India is that she had been at school with masters who 
have made a mess of the business for the last 150 years. She now 
wants to school herwlf. And who will deny India the right to 
school herself for the task of governing India which she carried on 
at a time when England wm nett here and w'hich she will carr>* ou 
in the future when England may not be here. That is her determina- 
tion and nobody turn deny her her wishes. Therefore I say that thia 
desire of India has got to Ite given effect to, it has got to he satisfie<] 
in a reasonahle iuea.**urc if anything is to l>e achieved by the Roun<l 
Table Conference. 


What is the basis of the Round Table Conference? It is a 
negotiation l>etween India and England with regard to what can be 
done for giving to India her heart's desire — her freedom. If that ia 
not the basis of the Round Table Conference, there can be no other 
basis for it; on any other basis the Round Table Conference would be 
n useless waste. If that is the basis of the Round Table Conference 
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it if tpifriecikf clear that there should be Donunioa status for India 
to-day and now with transitory provisions perhaps, necessitated by 
the circumstances of the case such as the aWnce of a national army 

traniitory provisions which will work out automatically in accordance 

with the principle which was so wisely laid down in the first Chapter 
of Sir John Simon's report only to he forjrotten ever afterwards. 
That is the only basis upon which the Round Table Conference can 
take place. 

In the second place the Round Table Conference if it sig’uifies 
anything? must be a conference Wtween the representatives of 
India and the representatives of England. It is no ii'^e [)icking up 
a niiniher of Indians — there are Indians of all sorts — to make a 
selection and put them in a Ik*x and pretend that they are India. 
No, if you want to talk with the representatives of the people of India 
it must only he with the elected representatives of India. " Here I 
meet with an object icm wliic'h has been raised hy Mauivi Abul Kasem 
and I am reminded of the rebuke which Mr. Cooper flung in our 
face tlie other day that we do not repic*seiit the pcmple. It is possible 
that we do not represent the people. Fac'ts undoubtedly show that 
we do not r<*pieseril the people; the mind of the ptH)ple is undoul>ledIy 
with those who are outside the Council and who feel it a shame to 
eome heie. Neveithcdes*. 1 should havo thought that if that is the 
feeling of Mauivi Ahul Kasem, if that is the feeling of Mr. (?ooper, 
they might have suggested something which would be a better solution 
than the one suggesletl hy the hon’ble mover. They might suggest 
a deputation to the swurajists who have bec'ome so dear to thcmi on 
ncconnt of their ahsem e to elect their own represcuitatives to sit at 
the Round Table (^inference. 

G p.ni. 

Would they liuve the courage to make that suggestion!^ Would they 
aiTept that!' Well, Sir, I for one would unhesitatingly iu‘c*ept any 
method c»f election which would enable the representatives of the 
people to go to the CV*nference. I do not pretend to represent the 
people. Ah a matter of fact, it is the swanijists who are ontside, it 
is the congress men who are outside, who actually represent the people, 
unci if negotiations have to be carrieil on, they must be carried on with 
the.se people. But how to get at them? The only way to do this is to 
make up with them, to have a, c*ompn>niise with them, in order to 
make it pf»ssihle for the sw’arajists and congress men to come to the 
Council by seeking election, and then to elect representatives from 
this Council. Therefore, the only constitutional IkhIv which can 
possibly represent Bengal in any negotiations with England is this 
Council. R^onstitute the Council, if yon will, but nevertheless 
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Mr. PRiflD€NTl Ord«r, order* 1 thiak Dr: Sen Gnpin it mnkiy 
eome definite remarka with regard to the position ol thia CounciL 
I take his remarks to cast almost a reflection on the whole body which 
I, as President of this Council, will not permit him to make. 

Dr. NARERH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: 1 am sorry, Sir, I should 
have given you that impression. I was only taking the previous 
speakers at their words and was saying that if that was the real 
feeling, we should try to get at the real representatives of the people. 

Mr# PRESIDENT# Ordcw, order. 

Dr# NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I think the only 
constitutional course to get the representatives of this province is to 
get theni^elected by the ele(te<l nieinbers of this Council. 

Then, Sir, there is anotiier thing which is absolutely essential for 
the success of any Round Table Conference, and that is that the 
representatives of the people of this country, whoever they are, should 
not go to Knglund unless they (‘an sink their diffeismces. Sir, it is 
a fact that Indians are wholly <livi<led amongst themselves. They 
must first make up their minds, they must make up their differences, 
they must all be united, and then they can tell Kngland “this is our 
business, you leave it to us to frame our own constitution, do not 
interfere, let us have a constitution by which the people of India, 
through their own representatives, can carry on their (Government, and 
all other questions must be settled by ourselves.” Unless they can 
do this, what is the good of holding this Round Table Conference? If 
they carry with them their petty squabbles to the Round Table 
ConfereiK’e, it will he a failure, and whoever the representatives of 
India may he, unless they nrri%’e at a unity of thought, they will l)e 
well advised not to sail at all. 

RMmi dATINDRA NATH RAiU: Sir, tvp have been reminded by 
Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banarji and I)r. Naresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta that there la atill a certain class of people who are of opinion 
that there is no such thing as public opinion amongst Indians. Well, 
Sir. that is a mentally which is not a new one. It enables those who 
bold that view to confine their outlook within only a limited sphere 
and to ignore everything which is outside that sphere. Sir, when 
public life in India first organised itself about half a century ago and 
the Indian National Congress was established, ridicule was poured 
upon it from the same quarters that that body represented only a 
microscopic minority of the people. Well, that body has lived through 
half a century, and those who have watched the growth of public 
opinion in India dur*ng that time must have noticed how widely the 





■rnuFi were tbea givee expressiim to by the body known at the 
Indian National Congress haTe spread all through the knd from the 
jemole borders to the interior of the provinces of India, so that now 
not only what is ordinarily called the intelligentsia, but ^so the work- 
people and the cultivators, are imbued with those views. Those who 
have to face Indian electorates know that very well. The views to 
which I have referred when I commenced my remarks are generally 
expressed by those who have not to face Indian electorates as has to 
be done by those w’ho desire to find the popular view. We know that 
shortly after the Indian National Congress was established, owing to 
the insistence of public demand in India — a demand which is still 
sought to l>e ignored — there were some ref(»rins. Those of us who are 
old enough remember the reforms intn)duced by Lord Cross in IHIM) or 
1891, when he was Secretary of State for India. Those reforms fell 
far short of public expe<‘tation8. Then there w'as a period of nearly 
18 or 19 years during which nothing was done. In the mean time 
oame the Partition of Bengal. The way the agitation arising out of 
the partition spread throughout the country showed how far popular 
views could sway the minds of the people and hi»w much the j>eople 
could siCTei wlion they hail a cause to stand up for. Hepressive 
measures were had recourse to in the same way as now. There W’lis 
whipping and caning and so on. and we saw* for the first time in the 
history of British connection with India the birth of revolutumnry 
conspiracies and the cult <d Iwuiih. Tw’o or three years after the 
repressive measures commenced, I^ud Minto and T/ord Morley thought 
over the situation and they came to the conclusion that there must he 
an advance and they intn)duced certain reform measures. Those 
measures again fell far short of the expectations of the people of 
India. The result was that disaffection spread further and went 
deeper. Sir. we had measures in 1908, lfK)9 anil 1910 which side by 
^ide with the new* reforms that were inti*oduced tcM)k awav the liberty 
of the people in other re.spects and intnaluceil tuedia^vul measures for 
dealing with public opinion. Then came, aliout seven or eight years 
later, commencing from 1917, certain declarations of policy resulting 
in the Montagu-Chelrasford Reforms and the (fovernment of India 
Act of 1919. Those reforms promised a great deal. They recognised 
for the first time that India was to W governed primarily in the 
interests of the people of India. That is a view which, from opinions 
recently expressed in some quarters, was not the view taken by a 
great manv Knglishinen. hut that is a virw which was given expression 
to in Parliament by the representatives of the British p«<»pl« and 
incorporated to wiroe extent in the preamble of the Oovernraent of 
India Act. Even those reforms did not carry with them the whole- 
hearted support of the Indian people. When the reforms were 
introduced, efforts were made to work them. But the people sent 
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rej]»re»eiitatives to the legislatures who did not at all want to work 
*^the reforms as they stood^ and we all know that during the last 19 
yoars the output of work of the Indian legislatures, both central and 
provincial, has been negligible. There has been practically no advance 
of the people, morally or materially. While on the other hand ve know 
very well — we feel it every day and almost every hour of our life that 
disaffection is gaining in volume. Amongst the classes of people who 
have taken to civil disobedienre, a great many belong to classes who 
do not ordinarily take iuteiest in the iKjlitical movements that are 
taking place in the country. We find that in the interior a great 
many people who are supjmrting the civil disobedience movement are 
people belonging to the labouring and cultivating classes. This has 
been the result of half measures. This has been the lesult of want 
of trust. Sir, if w’e study the growth of political iiioveinent.N in lf«dia, 
W’e will find that the older generation of political leaders \^eie luen 
who were friendly — soiiietinies very fiiendly — towards Kiigland, 

because tlo'y put faith in Kiigland, thej- tiuste<l luiglaud and they 
had the firm belief that Kiigland w’as working to place India on a 
footing of strength and on a footing of e(|uulity with cthej- self- 
governing people. Hut that mentality has been gradually disappearing 
until at the jiresent day we lannot mistake the mentality that is now* 
prevailing amongst the people (d’ India or at least amongst a great 
many of them. There is a great distrust of the intentions of Knglish- 
men towards India. That pndmhly has indu<*ed political organ is’it ions 
like the (Vmgress and the leaders of those organiMitions to stiike fnit 
a new path of their own, because tliey believe that i’ingllshrnen, so 
fur as their relations with India go, have cliosen to strike (*ui a jiath 
of their own, irrespective of the interests of the people (»f Ind a. 

6-15 p.m. 

Sir, the result is, that there is great suffering amongst the people 
of India. From the way the leaders who seek to drike out a path of 
th4*ir own and to work out their own salvation Iiave gone on, it i« 
evident that they are not afraid of suffering, but so far as the masa 
of the pe<iple of India is concerned, it engenders a feeling of 
disaffection and hatred which cannot but lead to sermus trouble and 
miseiT in the future. Sir, the resolution liefoie the House wants that 
there should be full Dominion status so far as politi<'ai powers are 
concerned in the matter of the government of (he countrv. A veiy 
large proportion of the people of India entertain the ^iew that 
iinmetliate Dominion status is the only salvation. The people of 
India are not fools, they know the history of India very well. They 
know» what waa the condition of England and of India in the middle 
cf the 18tb centu^\^ England had control over herself and c*ver ihia 
^untry during the la$t 175 years. Look at the difference between the 
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preMkttt state of tlie two countries. Look at the piogress of the two^ 
peopke, and the immense difference between them. Look at any 
country governing herself and inspired with modern ideas. Uoveram<mt 
has permitted India to drift to her present position. Only ten jwr 
cent, of the population is literate. A great many people, a veP>^ large 
percentage of the people, is without any medical aid. That the 
government of India which has no direct organic connection with the 
people has permitted this kind of things, is a feeling that inspires 
the people from the highest to the lowest. It is a feeling that they 
cannot shake off. They feel that the system ol Government that 
we have is a superimposition on the people without any oigauic 
connection with the people and w'ithout any responsiveness to the 
needs and desires of the people. Dominion status means that the 
people will have a Government which will l(»ok after the people; it 
should he the first duty of that Government to look after the people 
and not t(» think of the safety merely of the machinery of the 
administration. 

Ii<K)k at our inodes of expenditure. We have an enormous army 
costing us, even after I/ord Inchcape’s reduction, Us. hf) crores a year, 
out of whi< h the foreign contingent costs about Hs. do ci-ores. Then 
we have the provincial administration, a very large pi*o|M)rlion of the 
expenditure of which is taken up by the police. It shows us if the 
administration is anxious to preserve the personnel of the administration 
instead of preserving the people and helping their progress. The 
< Government as it is conducte<l here is a Government of over- 
centralization. In pre-Uritish days there was a (lovernment in this 
country and the people were trusted, with the result that the police 
<(‘ost little. The local headmen b»oked iifter the peace of the countryside. 
Nowaday-* we have a police coiitiolled »*entrnll\ and s})read out like 
the tentacles of an octopus with the result that we are subjected to 
suffering. Sir, the system of Government that has been established 
is such that we are being kept back. My friend Muulvi Abul Kosem 
Khs observed, “first pnive yourselves fit for self-government and then 
ask for it.“ I think it is too late now to question the capacity of 
the people of this country to govern their own country. Ts»ok at the 
Indian States; some of them have already intnwlmed systems of 
industrial development, mass education, works of irrigatifin and various 
other things, which British India wrill take a]K)ut half a centur>^ 
more to develop. In that way we are l>eing kept bark. It is, 
therefore, that T wholeheartedly support the resolution, and T may say 
that so far as non-Indians are roncerned they need not have any fear 
because tbe policy of trust has always been of great use in internotionttl 
relations. To talk of a recent historical incident, there was a fight 
f^etween the English and the Boers, and the Emperrir of Germany 
sympathised with the Boers. But when the great w^ar broke out ill 
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ive or mix yetM after South Aimm was ^van her Itiaedoai m 
the shape of Deauniaii status, the Boers fought for the British. I 
think no Britisher, merchant or administrator, need hai^e any fear 
from a self-governing India. 

fMm SATim eUANOftA KAY CHOWOHURY: 1 beg to support 
the resolution that has been proposed by my friend the {t.ai Bahadur 
and I would emphasise particularly that part of it which saya 
“without delay.” I am sorry I did not expect to hear on the floor of 
this House that there would he any discordant note sounded as regards 
the claim of India to immediate Dominion status. One voice has been 
sounded to our regret and to the regret of Bengal on grounds which 
I shall presently deal with. 

Sir, I have described in the resolution tabled in my name that the 
rec^ommeudations of the Simon Commission are retrograde and 
reactionary in parts and taken as a whole are quite unsatisfactory and 
unacoeptahle. Since 1 sent in my resolution, oj)inions all over India 
of those eminent persons whose opinions matter at all in the framing 
of the future constitution of India have expressed themselves and the 
recomiuendutionH have l>een characterised as “iiuKkerv of real 
autonomy,” “an absurd document,” “a monstrosity,” “a subterfuge,” 
“preposterous and gmssly insulting” and “unacceptable.” I need not 
add the other epithets which have been showered on them by the most 
eminent political thinkers of the country, none of whom can ])e called 
constitution-wreckers. Sapru, Shastri, Ayer, Chintamoni. (lour, 
Zulfiqarali, Yncpib are ('o-operators with vengeance and their ccmsidered 
opinion is that the report of the Simon Commission is retrograde and 
unacceptable. 

Sir. the study of the recommendations did not leave me cold ns it 
did my friend the Rai Bahadur who spoke yesterday, but it filled me 
with wonder as to how far common ingenuity and legal quibles could 
go to forge fetters in the shape of constitutional document to bind one 
nation to the chariot wheel of another. The Simon Commission report 
possesses the uni^ine merit of satisfying no party in India, Hindu or 
Moslem, moderate or swnrajist. or even Augl<»-Indians. They reveal 
the true mind of the Commissiou as deadly oppo.sed to the grant of 
self-government to India either in the near or distant future. We 
can only hope, although it is hoping against hope, that this is not the 
true mind of Kngland in relation to this question of self-govemnoient 
for India. The Commissioners while they start with the principle 
that the new constitution should contain within itself provisions for 
its own development and that its plan should not he too rigid, curiously 
enough find the greatest difficulty in reconciling Indian freedom with 
Imperial interaata. 
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iHk ll» O* • point of order, Sir. Is 

menilMr in order in disonMing tke report of tiie OommiBsionf 

Nft PA€SIOdlT« I take it that it is not your intention, Satish 
Babu, to merely criticise the Simon Commission Keport, but that you 
want to refer to such of their findings or reinaiks as are contradictory 
or hostile to the recommendations of the resolution that is now before 
the House. If that is so, you a|e in order, but 1 should ask you to 
remember, whilst speaking on this resolution, that it is incumbent on 
you to properly link your remarks with the resolution now undar 
discussion and that you should not refer to the recommendutions of 
the Simon Commission Report without reference to the proposals 
contained in the resolution. 

Babu BATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, iny point is 
that it is Dominion status a'hich is really wanted by the people of this 
countrv’, and that the Simon Commission Rejnirt is against that. 

The army rei'ommendatioiiH to my mind are the (‘loix (»f the whole 
thing — they are the ti-ue tests of the genuineness uml siiu*erity of 
the ofter. The Commissioners find great difficulties in reconciling 
Indian freedom with Imperial interests. It is admitted there cun 
no national freedom without a national army, yet the (’ommssioners 
say “We regard it as lH*yund (iuestion that having leganl to Indian 
and Imperial interests involved to the dangei-s and to the co!n|iosition 
of the foive, l^arliameiit cannot wash its hands of all resjMjnsibility 
for this anuy.” Then speaking of the transfer <if the army to Ministers 
they say “when this will come ulK)ut we cannot say, but we see no 
prospect of its happening for very many years.” Nidaxly in this House 
need Ik* deludetl by the word “veal's” whieh may mean centuries. If 
this be so, how is it {Kjssible for India’s freedom to grow by breaking 
this iron frame of the constitution based on this army arrangement? 

One chief reason why the (suitrol of the Indian Army is to la* an 
Imperial affair, as given hy the Commissioners, is as follows; “On 
India’s frontier alone is the Empire open to any serious threat of 
attack by land, and it must lie remembered that such an atiai'k might 
be delivered not on arconnt of any qnnrrrl mth Intha, hut Iwause a 
dispute between the empire and foreign power had arisen in quite a 
different port of the world,’' 

6-30 p.m. 

One can see at a glance the vicious circle in the midst of which we are 
placed — no self-government without control of army, and no control of 
army becapfe Imperial interests will suffer. The very argument used 
by the Commissioners shows that a self-governing India will have a 
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le «9 arduous task in defending lier frontiers than ii d#endaiit ^Xndia. 
Is this not a reason for according full freedom to India? 

In order to secure our acquiescence to the transfer of the Indian 
army la Imperial control, a bait is thrown in the shape of a promised 
contribution from the Imperial exchequer for its maintenance. Even 
a child can understand this stratagem and will refuse to fall into the 
trap. 'J’o develop their argument along this line, the Commissioners 
think that the army expenditure of 55 crores is much too heavy for 
India compared with the Dominions — a confession for which wt* may 
all, feel grateful to the Commissioners. 

One would expe< t (hat with the army of occupation — I call it the 
army of occujiation, because it is nothing else — placed on a firm footing, 
full respoiiHibilities would be introduced in the Central OovernraTent. 
But, strangely enough, the Commissioners cite that very fact “as 
gravely complii'uting tlie problem of the introduction of an increasing 
measure of respousiliility into the Central Government.’' Sir, these 
are not my words but those of the Commission. 

The jMiwers of the Central Legislature have l)een so far curtailed 
and the Viceroy invested with so much unlimited autocratic powers 
that the report, anticipating criticism, assures us that there is no retro- 
gression at the centre. Sir, this is an assurance which reminds us of a 
Bengali adage. 

One of the reasons assigned for this autocratic power at the centre 
is to correct the errors of the provinces which have been given autonomy. 

There is no proposal for practical autonomy, which is also the case 
us regards the provinces. My reasons are that there (an be nf) reduc- 
tion or curtailment of Ministerial salaries by vote in Mij)ply as now; 
that no vote of censure can he ]>aS'<ed except under great restnctions, 
und that Ministers may be nominated from outside the House, many 
other such retn)grade proposals bear testimony to the sort of autonomy 
we are going to have. As if they were not enough safeguards, the 
■Go\ernoi is invested with almost unlimited powers of overriding his 
Ministeiu. These powers would l)e exercised under five dehned heads. 
But they cover the whole field of administration, in fact if not in name. 
The mention of one, tlie i»reservation of “safety and tranquillity”, is 
su^cient to <*ool our enthusiasm for provincial autonomy to the freezing 
point. Over arol alnne this, the admittedly autocratic powers of the 
yicen>y to intervene in the name of “Superintendence” are envisaged 
in the Report. 

Even if there were real uutononiy in the provinces, under the condi- 
tions laid down in the recommendations, it would be in perpetual 
ganger from autocracy at the centre. It is the centre which matters 
in politics as in physiology. 
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Repcft leaves the centre quite undefined, and to take whatevep 
shape it may after the establishment of full autonomy in the parts. 
This is the levevse order in politics. Given responsibility at the centre, 
it will filter down to“the parts, but not nrc versa. * 

The tw(j obstacles trotted out by the Report as standinjj in the way 
of the establishment of full Dominion status are (1) the existence of 
the Native States and (2) communal differences amon}?st us. The first 
question ^\a^ dealt with yesterday by mv hon’ble friend. Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen Gupta, but the other (juestion remuiir^ and it is very 
imju>rtant. T assort, vSir, that the existence of the former can never 
be a fjround for denyinj^' or i)ostponinj^ the prant of self-^M)vernment to 
India, and that the latter will exist so lon^^ as full civic responsibility 
is not ciojited by the g’rant of Dominion status. This ju^reat evil of 
communal (lifferem es is a direct offsprinjr of our dej)endence on another 
nation a^ the arbiter of our destinies, as the patron to whom the rival 
parties I(K»k for favours. 

Hi^^'htly, Sir, has tlie Vicei(t\ declareil that the Simon HeiJort will 
not be llic basis of diMiission at the Round Table Conference. Fi'oin 
this one statenuMil <ine cannot but imuik* to the <*onclu8ion that 11 is 
l^xcelleiicv the A'ireio\ is inclined to believe that Dominion status is 
possilde toi Imlia. and I ^ulniiit tliat the inevitable seijmd of tliis declara- 
tion !> an :»nnouiO'eim*nt that the iiiiniediate establishment of full 
Dominion status will he tiie i>a''iH <tt these (hsiuissions. However, 1 
uiil not qunrrt‘1 about the word “immediate," but tlie deelaration 
leaves n(» loubt in the mind of many that His Fxeellency the Vie<‘roy 
wants to ^^ive the ^o*by to the Simon Report out of deference to th(4 
wishes of the vast majoiity of people of this eountry. We in this 
House are d<.inLr nothing’ iiioi«^ than emphasizirifj' the staml-point taken 
up by tin* Vieeioy — admittedly one of the most sympathetic rub‘rs iiiat 
India has ever had. 

Uominj; t<» the <iuestion of cominiinal repre.seiitation which has l>een 
recoinmendc d by tlie Simon Commivsicui, we must admit that we are 
also paHly to blame for it. The Montajfu Report which extended and 
stereotyped it was forced to admit 


Mr. PRESIDENT; You have reached your liiiie-lirait. 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I should be 
much obliged if you could jrrant me two minutes or so for finishing luy 
speech. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All nght. 
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ftilNi MTItH OHANDKA RAY CHOWOHURYs ^ Sir, we waat 
Dominion statue for tlie following reasons: — 

(1) JlecauHe it is the birthright of every nation to be free and Indians, 
irrespective of coininunity, caste, or creed, are putting forward this 
universal demand The longer it is delayed the greater will be the 
cleavage and greater tha chaos. 

(2) It is impossible to settle our racial and religious differences 
without full development of a sense of civic duty and responsibility, 
and the idea of common citizenship. This is impossible so long aa 
power is in the hands of a third party, who are responsible not to the 
people of this country but to a body thousands of miles away. The 
illustration of this point is found in the fact that 150 years of British 
Ilule has not succeeded in bringing the main communities together, 
nor have British guns and bayonets succeeded in preventing us from 
fighting with each other. Kven if one did not go so far ns to say 
that the divide-and-rule J)oli^•y of the (Government is mainly resjionsible 
for this miserable state of thing-;, it is undeniable that the evil is so 
great to-day, that a different remedy, a different system of administra- 
tion, must be tried, and that full self-government has been proved to be 
an efficacious remedy all the world over for communal and other 
differences. I believe that as soon os the declaration is made that full 
Dominion status in the immediate future will be the outcome of the 
liciiind Table Conference, it will produce the magic effect of bringing 
(‘ommunities together. 

(d) We want immediate Dominion status, because without that our 
ecommiic salvati<m is imiM>ssible. It is impossible to believe that 
witlmut it we can revise our trade and industries, explore and lay under 
contribution the unlimited resources of the country, develop our indus- 
tries to sm h an extent us to be able to stand against every form of 
foreign expb.itati(m, and to meet the requirements of modern civilization. 

(4) W%' want immediate Dominion status Wause any fomi of 
GovernineTJt short of that will only add to the heavy burden of the 
people, without bringing any compensating gfmd ns our bitter experience 
under the Montugu-Chelmsford Reforms has taught ua. 

(5) We want Dominion status because it will retard the physical and 
moral degeneration of our race. 

(6) We want Dominion status Wause it will remove all barriers 
between classes, c.ee.ls ami races, and make all people feel as sons of 
one mother. 

( 7 ) We wsnt D..minion status because the attainment of that sUtos 
■will make rule by ordinances and regulation lathis, as well as arrests 
nnd detention without trial, impossible. 
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(8) Wtf want Dominion status because that alone ran preTent the 
best eons of the country from bein^? immured within the prison walls, 
in spite of the protest of the whole nation. 

(9) AVe want Dominion status Wuuse without that India cannot 
fulfil her spiritual mission in the world, and the dream c»f the world 
peace can never be realised. 

(10) We want Dominion status because without that we cannot >ret 
the best out of those Kiiplishmen, whether they belong to the I. C. S. 
or not, who are genuinely bent upon giving their best in tlie cause of 
India's self-realisation. 

tll) A\ e want Dominion status because without that the civilisation 
of west and east cannot mingle together to pnaluce a mighty current 
for the reireneration of munkind, 

(11?) Last but not the least, we want Iloaiinion status because 
Kngluiid stands pledged to tliat. and because her statesmen and 
Miinsteis, lia\e 1»\ tlieir declarations and writings — and no less by 
examjiles — kindled a bin nine’ desire in the Indian mind for the 
attainment of full tieedoni, am! the non-fulfilment of that promise is 
leading the loinitrv to an ntteily cbaolic condition, and that chaos and 
confusion IS made worse everv diiv, confounded by a blind repressive 
jKdicy which is the mother of all crimes and sins known to mankind 
from the earlie'-t time'*. (Inmical cheers from some member of the 
European group.) 


Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYS Sir, it is diffieult not to have sympathy 
for the re.olutioM now before (he Ilouse, hut I can assure my friends 
w’ho liave sjk ken so ardently and so el(K|UPiit)y in support of it that our 
sympathy would have been much more than mere liji sympathy — it, 
would have been active sympathy — had they attempted to understand 
the point <if view of the Muhammadans and had they come to some 
arrangemei.^ with them. I am sorry that Sir John Simon ii not a 
member of (his illustrious House, as it would have been better if he 
were here to answer the charges and retort the epithets which have 
been levelled against him behind his hack. Sir, T can visualine Sir 
J»d*n Simon telling us, only he would have said it more incisively. 
*'Your great men, your lawyers, your leaders appeurefl liefore us an<l 
they gave u- the impression that you are fighting in this country like 
so inan\ cats and dogs.” (Hear, hear.) “They gave us to understand 
that the different communities in India were each anxifcis for the safety 
of their own interests: the Hindus put forw'ard their pf)int of view" 
and pressed it vigorously Wfore us; the Muhammadans also put forwani 
their proposals and said (hey were ver>" modest and were the least that 
they could accept; the depressed classes pleaded for their representation 
and suggested that they were afraid of oppression by the higher castes. 
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Then there is a constant war between the touchables and the nn touch- 
aides, the Anglo-Indian puts forward his claims, the Sikhs their claims 
and ligliU. You have deliberately placed this picture before me. 
am I to hlinne if I accejd your statements at their face value P I have 
no knowledjic of the actual state of affairs prevailing in this country. 
You arc the best exj)onent8 of it. And under these conditions do you 
expect that I shall recommend Dominion status, that I shall transfer 
the crjiitrol oj the Army to you^ Do you expect that under the peculiar 
<onditionH j)revailing in India 1 shall pro])ose tlie transfer of the Police 
to you? I have done my best. I have given you the conception of a 
greaier India coiiiprising the Indian States, I liave recommended 
Federal system of (lovernment, and piovincial autonomy for the 
provinces.” 

Sir. this is the reason \v}i\ I)otninif)n status has not t>een 
recommended in tlie Simon Commission Keport. 

(Mo i).m. 

Had \v<' T)laced before Sir J<din Simon our united demands, had we been 
succ(*ssful in our efforts to I'oine to an arrangement between ourselves, 
ttien I liave not the least doubt that those tlemands would have been 
ucc(*pt(Ml ; and had they not been accepted you would have found all — 
Hindus ami Muhammudan.s, congressmen and non-congressmen — 
combined to<Telher for the purpo.se of wresting the.se demand^ fjom ihe 
Hritishers. Put when you come before him and sa\ that ue distrust 
each other, that we have no «*onfidence in ea< h othio. that we aie afraid 
4)f each other, thmi it i-* futile for us to come forward and say that w'e 
must have Dominion status. the Muhammadan Dominion status has 
no significance for him at all unless his position in the constitution is 
made clear. If Dominion status means that we will have a place in 
the <*oniity of nations, then well and good; hut if it means that one 
community will be in a p<*sitioii to tyrannise over another, possibly 
with the help of llritish bayonets, then the Muhammadan (immunity 
would far rather not have anything to do with it. than he kept in a 
perpetual minority and be considered a.s slaves in a country of which, 
not long be clieri.shes the memory of having Wen the ruler. 

Now. Sir. if you really consider the suggestion which I throw out— 
indeed I have been expecting some such suggestion of compromise in 
vain to hear from my Hindu friends wlio plead for Dominion status so 
vigorously-. if you really want Dominion status, then let us, Wfore we 
go over to Hngland, ourselves meet in a Round Table Conference and 
^me to .some agreement so that we can place before the Britishers at 
Home our united demand. So far as I rememWr, it has been t'onceded 
that the Round Table Conference will recommend to Parliament those 
4iemandt in regard to which there wa, the greatest measure of unanimity 
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Can ve not come to such a measure of agreement before we io 
England? We — not only Hindus and Muhammadans, but our Britidi 
friends also, for I do not w’ant to leave them outside the pale, Wause 
there is not the least doubt that they have got certain iiniwrtant 
interests in this countiy. (Hear, hear.) Ye^. 1 do lu t say tlii^ Iciaese 
I wish to eurrv favour with them, but the fact remains that they htiNC 
got ceHain vested interests which we cannot ignore. They aie here, 
they have got the Army with them and consequently 1 have ‘g“i to 
accept the situatit)n as it stands; and in order that we may be able 
to get contT'ol over the Army ffu* ourselves, we shall have to mak** trims 
with the Britishers. I believe that Britishers do not reallv eare whether 
w'e get Dominion status, juovim ial autonomy or responsibility in the 
legislature oi not. Wbat tiie\ really want is tliat their trade lights 
must be kept seeiire, that there must not be any diseriminatory legisla- 
tion whit'll max |ut‘\ent tliem fnun trading on etpral terms with 
Indi.ir.s in Intba; and th<*\ further want that thert‘ >hall he security 
of life and s(*<‘urit\ of proper t\ Tliesj* are the things which rinisf have 
actuated 'sit John Siriioii to haxe tta-ominendetl oflicial .Minist(*r.s 
in spit*' cf hi' liaviijc det l.oiaj ti r t to', inci.il antontiiex, Jiiid to liaxt' 
ke[)t tht‘ .S'l'ix under tlie \ i< eroy ami rmt to liave gixcn respoiisihilit V 
in tic* t'eritril lt*u ui It \on ran a-suie tuii Hnli-h ftientls that 
thtM'e will rot be .inv disci iim nattti s legislatnui against them, ami that 
we art* jaepated to ‘•ee that life ami piopeitx ai<* seeurtp then I think 
we t an to?m to s/oiu* ai rang-eimmt among ont.stdxes and we can get 
Dominion sj itus to-morioxv if we go to tin* Hound rahle (’toiferenee ami 
pn‘s<Mit tuir- (leniand'i; hut. Sir, so long as tlieie is rhstiust ami suspieii)Ti 
whii'h is snunded fi-nm a nuinh(‘r of jdattonns. 1 think lesolulions like 
these passed on llu* floor of the House are futile. 1 tlieieftua* tlirow’ 
out tlx* suggestion (hat if xon aT(* rf'.illy s 4 »i kuis ab< ut it ue Mnssalinans 
are ready to exteml the hand of fellowship to tlnme who are willing to 
come to teiiiis with them, yrni ought to h<dd a pieliminarv confeienre ,it 
which to arrive at an agreed measure. If you are willing to under- 
stand our view-point and concede that it is our desire as xvell to achieve 
freedom for India, if you g-ive up your habit of calling us coriiiiinna! 
w^henever xve presume to speak of the rights of the Muhammadans, 
if you are prepared to be luoad-m imhul and loleuint, tlien we l 1 ,•^^e not 
the least d<mbt that the Dominion status for which we are all fighting 
will not lie far away. 


Adjoummtfit 

The rouhcil was then adjourned till 3 fi.ni., on Wednesday, the lifHh 
August, 193f), at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceeiiiiigt of tho Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Cottncil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 20th Aujrust, 19'10, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Ilon’ble Kuja Sir M\nm\tha Xatu Hay 
Ciui’DirrHi, KT., ot Santosli) in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui 
(Minister), the Ilon’ble Mr. Kiiwaja NAZiMT*iJi)iN, ( .i.k. (Minister) and 
107 nominated and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The following made an oath of his allen^iance to the (Town : — 
Mr. H. II. Ilutchin^^s. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Case of Mr. Chakrapani Majunidarp a dismissed ministerial officer 
of the police office. 

MOO. Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) With 
reference to the reply ffiven to clause (c) of starred (luestion No. 122 at 
the Council meetinf? held on the 31st March, 1930, is the Hon^ble 
Member in charj^e of the Police Department aware that the riile.s laid 
down by Government, viz., rules 1109 and 1056, P.R.B., volume I, 
1927, f(#r departmental pniceedinps apainst ministerial officers of the 
Police Department, are not always observed? 

(h) T.S the TIoii’ble Member aware that a feelinp of insecurity exists 
amongst the ministerial branch of the i>olice service l)ecause of this? 

(c) Will the Hoirble Member In* pleased to state whether these 
rules were observed in dealing with the case of Mr. Chakrapani 
Majuirular, Accountant, Police OfRce, Jessore district, who was 
discharpred without pension in resolution No. 218 PI. — D., dated 26th 
Man'h, 1922? If not, why not? 
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(d) Is the Hon'ble Member considering the desirability of taking 
any action in the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*lile 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): {a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) III 1022 his case was dealt with in revision by (Government who 
did not find any irregularity in the piweedings. 

(d) No. 


Alleged assaults on Congress volunteers in the polioe lock-up at 
Lalbazar. 

M01. Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERdEE; (a) Is the HonMde 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that within the 
last month assaiilt*! have been made on the (’ongress volunteers in the 
poli<’e l<Mk-up at Lalbazar which necessitated their removal to the 
Medical College Hospital where they gave the facts of the assaults to 
the officer in charge? 

{b) Is tlie Hon’ble Member aware that this ussault made them 
physically unfit to attend the court next day to answer charges against 
them ? 

(r) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that these volunteers instituted 
suits in the police court against the sergeants in the lock-up? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that these suits were dismissed 
on the ground that they could not identify the sergeants? 

(e) Is the Hfui’lde Menilier aware that the sergeants do not wear 
numbers on them? 

{/) If so, are the (Government considering the desirability of 
introducing this system to facilitate identification? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (o; It is not a fact that 
within the last month assaults were made on any Congress volunteerf 
in the police lock-up at Lalbazar. 

(b) This is not correct. Three men complained of assault and 
were detained in the Medical College for 24 hours for X-llay examina- 
tion only: they had no external injuries and the X-Ray in each case 
proved negative and they were diwliarged from the hospital. 

(c) No suits were instituted; a complaint was loilged by the men 
under sectmns 325, 325 b34, 120B which was dismissed under section 
203, C. P. C. 
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(d) The complaint was dismissed by the Mapristrate who saw no 
grounds for entertaining the same. 

(r) All sergeants wear numbers on all occasions in uniform. 

{/) Does not arise. 

Primary education of women. 

M02. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Will the IT()n*i)!e Mifiister in charge ot 
the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing — 

(?) the amount allotted for women’s primary education in the 
budget each year from 1924-25 to 1020-30; and 
(it) the amount actually syient during tliese yeaTs? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (/) A statement shoeing ai>proxi- 
mately the amounts allotted for women’s primar\ educatiori diir ng each 
of the years 1024-25 to 1020-30 is laid on tin* table. 

(//) The actuals of expenditure under the head during the years 
ore not available. 


Staff inrnt r('/(‘frril to to thv ro/dt/ to (huisr (/) of starred 
({uestioii !\f). tO'd. 

Y<'ar. 'I’ota! am«>inii allut- 

t«*(| for \\»»iKcn’s 



})rimary educa- 


tion. 

1024-25 

... 5,24.041 

1025-2(1 

... 5,20.185 

102(;-27 

... 5,30.502 

102T-2S 

... 5,50.414 

102S.20 

... r).45.7(!3 

1020-30 

... .■>.r)n.4as 


Mr. S. M. BOSE: Will the H on’lde Minister be pleased to state 
with reference to answer {it) why the actuals aie not available.'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It may be aKsumed 
that the full amount hn.s been spent. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: A m I to understand that the actual expeii.«es are 
not available at all? 
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Tll0 Hon’bid Mr* KHWA^IA NAZIMUDDINs It is mixed up with 
the boys’ education and it is difficult to brin^^ thal out separately. 

Kfum Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Mon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how it is that the items of budget are 
separate but tlie items for expenditure are combined ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: That is due to the 

present way in which accounts are kept. 


Dacca riots. 

•103. Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: (a) AVill the Hon’ble Member 
in ch.njTc of the Politnal Department be pleased to state uheflier it 
is u tact that some time }»etore the rec(*iit troubles hud beirun at Dacca 
tlieie was a (lash letwiMUi (Im' SanKliaries and tlie Mosb'Uis arisin|r 
out of an a^-iault (*n a ^^hari iw albi on account of a Sankhari ;.ritl 
run <J^(‘l b\ a liackm'v (auiaj»'<‘y 

(A) 1- It a fa( t that then' was a (ompbde blockade of the Sankhari 
Bazai Iwiad b\ tin' fiolicc tm' about I’> daxs^ 

(c| Is the Hon’ble Member aware that tin* Sankharies duiiu},' the 
said {s'Mod found it dil!i(uit t<* (d»tain supplies of food-stufTs from tlu' 
mni f et 

{(h Is it a hot that the buideis ol the Sankhari eomtiiiinity .ij^reed 
to the teiiiis (d a (otiiftrnmisi* sij^j^ested hy the Distiiet Matrisiratey 

(( > Is it also a ta( 1 that the SanI loiri Ibr/ar p(‘()pb' ajrreed tt» the 

inaltei b(*intr ndeittoi t(* the \awab (d Dae(*a for jirbitration a» 

su^'‘jfeste(l subseijiieiitly by tlo* Distii<l ^fjiiristrate y 

(f) If the ansxx'(*r to (ct is tn tlie afht mat i\ c, will (he IluiTblo 
Jfember be pleased to state xxbat was the result of the proposed 
compromise? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): Oj) Yph. 

(h) No. 

(c) A complaint was made to this effect, and immediate action woo 

taken hy the Distriit Magistrate and the Nawab ap'ainst the Muhnm- 

inadans (omplained a^^ainst. 

(fl) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(f) All the cases have been withdraxvn and a compromise has l)eer> 

effected. 
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Rai Bahwllir KE8HAB CHANDRA rAnARJI: WiU tbe Hoa’ble 
Member be pleased to state how long the blockade continnedP 

Tht Hon'bl* Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I do not 
know. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Memlier be pleased to state, with reference to answer 103 (/), whether 
the cases referred to were coniproniised before or after the recent Dacca 
riots? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know, but I will 

lia\e an in([uiry made. 


MMting of tho Mussolmans of Dacca on the 18th May. 

•104. Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: (a) Is the Hon^ble Member in 
charf^e of the Political Department aware — 

(i) that a maHfl meeting of the Mussalmans of Dacca was held in 
tho Ahsan Maiizil on the 18th of May last under the presi- 
dency of Nawah Khwaja Hahibullah with a view to uniting? 
the two rival Moslem parties, e.p., the Anjuman and the 
Bais Punch nyet ; and 

(li) thal inflammatory speeches tendin^^ to excite communal feel- 
ing against the Hindus were made in the meeting? 

(h) Has the attention of the Ilon’hle Member been drawn to a 
locally-published report giving an exhaustive account of the proceed- 
ings of the meeting? 

(c) Is it n fact that the District Magistrate of Dacca was present 
At the meeting, shook hainD with the Mahal la Sirdars, and expressed 
his approval of the speeches made there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) (i) Yes. 

(it) No. 

(h) No. 

(r) The District Magistrate was present and shook hands with a 
few Muhammadan gentlemen. He expressed no approval of the 
Apeeches and no opinion at all. 

Mr. B. C. OHATTERJEE: Will the IloiPble Member be pleased to 
state, with reference to (r>, w’hether it is at all usual for District 
Magistrates to attend gatherings of this description? 
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Tlii Hdn’blt Mr. W. D.* R. PRENTICE: I am informed that in 
Dacca it is always done. 

Mr. B« C. CHATTERdEE: Will the Ilon’hle Member be pleased 
to state whether, in his opinion, such action on the part of the Maoris* 
trate is not rather at least indiscreet ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid the question is inadmissible. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Honble 
Member he pleased to state whether the District Ma^nstrate delivered a 
speech on that occasion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Not that I am aware of. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Member' 
be pleased to state whether (Government approves of such action on the 
part oi the District Majjistrate P 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 think an y action taken 
to brin^ about jmmh e in Dacca is approved of. 


Dacca riots. 

M05. Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: (a) Will the lion ble 
Member in charj.^’e of the Tolitical De|>artment be pleast'd to lay on (ho 
table a statement showing — 

(f) the nuinlKT of — 

(7) Hindus, and 
{:!) Muhammadans 

who were wounde<l and died during the la.st riots within the municipal 
area of Dacca and its suburbs; 

(ii) the amount of actual loss and damage sustained by the — 

(7) Hindus, and 
(2) Muhammadans 

respectively as a result of the riots; and 

(ill) the number of — 

(7) Hindus, and 
(2) Mtjhammadnns 

urested in connection with the last riotsF 
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(6) What steps and remedial measures do the Government propose 
to take to prevent the recurrence of such communal disturbances at 
Dacca ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) {{) (1) Wounded 42; 
died 6. 

(2) Wounded 25; died 8. 

(//) The loss and dannif^e have l)een estiniafed at — 

(J) Its. 8,%,()00 hy IlinduM. 

(2) IIh. hy Mulianiinadariw. 

(ill) (/) Up to 12ih .Tune, 1980. 1S8. 

(2) Up to 12th June. 19.80. .‘HKh 

(ii) J’he r(*<«>nnn<‘n<lat ions of (he l).i<*(*a ICiKpiirv roinniittee will 
he eoiiMidered, 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: AVill the Hon hle Memher he 
pleas(‘(i to slate whether tlie loss siilTenul hy Hindus, vi/.. IN. 8,90,000 
ineluih‘s th(‘ loss sufVeKMl hy tluun at Kohitp\n y 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I do not know 
(he details. I was only the total fi^^ures. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: Will tlu Hon hie Memher 
he pleased to stat<* wliat arlion ( i(»verniuent has tak<‘n to ((unjauisate 
the Hindus for the loss sustained hy tluMU in th(‘ <v)urs(‘ of the leeent 
riots. 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: None. 


Daooa town water-supply. 

M08. Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Meraln'r in charge of the Irrigatii>n Deimrtment be pleased to state 
why the dredging of the Dhaleswari and Burigangu rivers was abruptly 
discontinueil in 1928 y 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Menil>er aware of the difficulties of the water- 
supply in the town of Dacca owing to the gradual silting up of the 
river Buriganga near the intake of the Dacca Water Works? 
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MiMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (Iho 
Honlile AlhadJ Sir Abdolkerim Chtiznavi): (n) The dred^in^r of the 
Dhaleswari and Buripranjra in 102(‘>-27 was ex])eriniontal. It was not 
repeated because the experiment was not suc(‘essful. 

(b) Yes. The difticulty is due to the accretion to the bank of the 
Burigang'a at the intake of the Dacca AVater Works. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state wlietlier it is a fact that distinct ini])rove- 
meiiLs were noticed after the dredging operations were (iirried out in 
1928-29 

The Hon’bie Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 have no 

information. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon hie 

Member be [ileased to state whetlu*!* the Steamer Company gave their 
opinion to the effect that distinct improviunents were (df(*cfedJ^ 

The Hon’bie Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: We have 
not hearil of it. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: AVill the Hon ble 

Member lie pbaised to state what action i.s t ontemplat(‘d to }>e taken by 
Government in K'gard to the intaKi* of the l)ac<a Watm* Worksy 

The Hon’bie Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Th e matter 

is m»t undei coii'Hideration. 


Damodar eoheme. 

*107. Babu PROPULLA KUMAR CUHA: (n) A\ ill the Hon'blo 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be jileused to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to take up any 
new scheme regarding the river l)uin<Klur during tin* jeur HbUl-dl save 
and except those already taken up? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’bie 
Member be plea.sed to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hlo 
Member be jileased to state the schemes and the amount involved 
therein ? 

The Hon’bie Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) No. 

(b) Because no new scheme has been proposed. 

(c) The question does not arise. 
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Bagzala canal. 

M08. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charj^e of the Irrigation Department aware — 

(t) that a canal known as Bagzala canal exist in Dum-Dum in 
the district of the 24-Parganas having its western end 
reduced to a drain ; 

(tt) that the said canal has no outfall and is on a higher level than 
the surrounding drains; 

(i?/) that Kullage water of the (N>HsijK)re-(’hitpur area of the Corpo- 
ration of Cah utta, ixissing by Nicasi drains through the 
South Dum-Dum municipality, accumulates in the adjacent 
open fields and bustees for want of a projjcr outfall ; and 

(iv) that diseases break out ever>' now and then in the surrounding 
localities ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be jdeased to state w'hether the 
Government are consid<‘ring the desirability of excavating or other- 
wise improving the dead canal 

The Hcn’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI; (a) (i) to 

(m) Yes. 

(iv) Government have no information. 

(h) The ju'esent condition of the Bagzala canal is ultimately due to 
the deterioration of the Bidyadhari river. Tiitil the problem of the 
outfall of Calcutta drainage has been solved, it would 1 k> useles.s to 
re-excavute or imi)rove the Bagzala canal. 


Bengal Civil Servioe, promotion of. 

•109. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Ai>poinlment Department be pleased 
to state what are the |K>sts in the su|H*rior ser\ices besides those of the 
District Magistratf's and Cidlectors to which members of the Bengal 
Civil Service are promoted from time tf> time? 

(h) What are the considerations generally kej>t in view in making 
these ap}K»intments ? 

C*) Is there any time-limit for which one particular officer is to 
hold any such npjxiintment ? 
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(J) If the answer to (c) is in the afSnuative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(t) what is the period; and 

(u) whether there has been any deviation from this rule^ 

(^) “If the answer to {(I) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for such deviation ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mfi W. D. R. Prentice): (a) Members of the Itenpil ('ivil 
Service promoted to listed }>c»sts are elij^ible, with members of the Indian 
Civil Servire, on their merits ftu' all posts in the Civil Service ('udres, 
other than posts in tlie lli^h Court, reserved for members of the Indian 
Civil Service under section 101 (/) of the (Government of India Act. 

(h) Merit combined with seniority when other thinpfs are e(|ual. 

(r) Yes, in some cases. 

((f) (i) For a memb(*r of the Executive (’oumdl five years, and for 
a Secretary to (iovtunimMit otlu'r than the (’hief Se<‘retary three years. 

(//) No. 

(c) This does not arise. 


Dacca riots. 

*110. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the llon’blcr 
MemU'r in char^»'e of the l*olili<al l)e|>artment be pleased to lay on 
the table a stattunent shov'ing’ sejNirately the numlK»r of jK»rHons — 

(1) Hindus. 

(2) Muhammadans, and 

(.V) |MMs(ins of other nat lonaliticvs, killed and seriously wounded 
during* the recent Dacca Hots? 

The Hon'Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (J) b Hindus killed: 42 
seriously injured. 

(2) 8 Muhammadans killed: 25 seriously injured. 

(^) 2 of unknown caste were killed : none injured. 

(Tho figures of killed are those known to the {Kilice, of injured 
those who were treated in hospital.) 
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(answers to which were laid on the table). ^ 

Dacca riots. 

131. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) WiU the Hon*blo 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that during the last riots at Dacca guns were taken away 
by the pcjlice when Idank slu»ts were tired in self-defence to scare fiway 
the hooligans and also to prevent mischief l>eing done to private houses 
and ])ro])orties of the neighbours of such gun-owners? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Member l>o ])leased to lay on the table a 
«tntement showing — 

(t) the number of guns seized in May and June, 1930; 

(n) the names of license holdeis; and 

(Hi) the reasons for seizing each gun separately in the city of 
Dacca? 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) No. Fi ve guns were 
taken away from |H*rsous who fir<Ml tluoi* wea}>ons without any 
justification. 

(b) The member is referred to the answers given in reply to starred 
<juestion No. 91. 

Oovernnumi are not piepared to give the namivs of the gentlemei: 
concerned. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fa<*t that the Superintendent 
of I’olice in his statement made before the oflieial enquiry committee 
stated that more than 10 guns out of 410 possessed by Hindus were 
eeixed during the riots? 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: As I have already said, 
I have not yet seen the report of the t>fficial enquiry committee. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Will the llon’hle Member be 
pleased to state, where and under what circumstances, the gun owners, 
in the consideration of the authorities, would he justified in firing blank 
ehots f 

. TbC Hoil’bla Mr* W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I cannot 
answer that question. 



'MW lafcwliir KEtHAB^HANDftA iitlliai|"tr,WiU 

jfeiimr be pleased to state w^heiher aii%’' ftns werir Al>»tlr 

shots were not fired? - 

ifh* Hon'bl* Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Xot so far as I aa 

aware» 


High £iiglith Schools with prifiuiry clasios. 

1S2. Ral Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will t^a 

Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Education Dejiartmeut be plea^ 
to lay on the table u statement showing at present — 

(t) the total number of High English Schools in Bengal with 
primary classes attached to them; 

(iV) the average perceiitagt* of pupils of the primary classes of 
High Schools who pass on to the higher classes; and 

(ill) the average percentage of pupils in separate primary schools 
who join the High SchtKjlsl* 

The Hon’blo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: (i) 1,054. 

00 01. 

(iti) 0. 

The fjercentage figures given under (it) and (tit) are only 
approximate. 


Prisoner Mauivi Ahdul Aziz. 

m Mauivi $YED JALALUODIN HABHEMY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Dejwirtment aware— 

(t) that one Mauivi Abdul Aziz» a prisoner, was beaten by the 
warders; and 

(ti) that his holy Quonin was thrown away? 

(h) Is it a fact that some non-ofhcial visitors of the jail demanded 
a public inquiry’ but the Magistrate did not agree to it? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of holding an 
inquiry into the matter? 

MEMBER in oliarge of POLITICAL (dAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
HeiPlile Sir Prevash Chunder Mitter): (a) On the morning of 17th 
Jane, 19d0» a number of prisoners, excited by the eppearaaue ef a 
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proceitioB outiide t2i« jail^ iMcarne turbuleai and refused to be lock^ lip 
whMiirihe * 'Alarm” was sounded, with tba result that force had to bo 
used, and was correctly used, to lock them up. Among thc;^ prisotiois 
was Abdul Aziz who subsequently complained that he had received 
injuries for which reason he was removed to hospital for observation. 
On the 19th June this prisoner complained to a non-official visitor who 
visited him in hospital that he had received injuries due to being beaten 
by some warders. The non-official visitor reported that he examined 
the prisoner for injuries but "could not find anything in particular 
except in one place.” The medical officer in charge of the jail reported 
that the prisoner had no marks of injury on him and that his temperature, 
pulse and respiration were normal. 

Ah regards the allegation that his Quoran was thrown away, the 
prisoner was visited by two Muhammadan non-official visitors, on 
June 19th by Maulvi Kaji Saifuddin and on July 5th by the member 
who is asking this question. The non-official visitor who saw him on 
the 19th of June records that the prisoner complained that he received 
his injuries while reatling the "Punjsura.” • The non-official visitor, 
the member asking this question, w’ho visited him on the 5th of July, 
19d0, is the first to record a complaint from the prisoner that in the 
course of the struggle at the d(H>rs of the w'ard his “Punjsura” was 
thrown away. The comiduint is denied by the jail staff and has not 
Wen substantiated. 

(5) One non-official visitor suggested in an inspection reimrt that 
immediate inquiry W made into the allegations and a fortnight later 
another non-official visitor, the member himself, suggested an inquiry 
by a mixed commission of officials apd non-officials. The fuctvs having 
bcH^n already ascertained and reixwted by the District Magistrate and 
the SuiJerintendent of the Jail no further inquiry’ was considered 
necessary’. 

(c) No. 


Rtnt-frea quartort to tho hoodmasiort of improvod typo gyru-training 

iohools. 

m. Kaii EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that administrative sanction was accorded in 1926 to the 
provision of rent-free quarters to the headmasters of improved type 
guru-tniining schools of this Presidency? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleaaed to state how many such schools have been so 
provided in each of the five divisions since the above sanction woe 
oocorded? 
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I " Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state the total nun^ber 
of t&e improved type gunr-training schools in Bengali, division by 
division? ^ 

{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government ore considering the desirability of poring house aallownnco 
to such headmasters as have not been provided with free tiuarters? 

Tlia Hon'bto Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIH; (a) In mi\ Govern, 
ment decided that where headmasters’ quarters were j>rovide<l in con- 
nection with improved type guru-training schools, they should bo 
occupied rent-free. 

(h) Since 1926 three improved ty|)e guru-training schotds with 
headmasters’ quarters have been built at Jessore, Khulna and Howrah. 
In addition headmasters’ quarters have been built for the existing 
improved type schwd in Tipjiera. 

(r) The numliers are — 


{!) rresideucy ••• 4 

Hurd wan ... ^ 

(3) Dacca 6 

Kajshahi ... H 

(6) (’hittagong 4 


Total ... 30 


{d) No. Headmasters are allowed the jn-ivilege of occujiying 
quarters rent-free when they are re<|uired to live in jwirticiilar quarters 
in order to carr>’ out the work of hostel suiienision more effectively. 
The fact that such quarters are not provided does not establish a claim 
for house allowance. 


Mtthaimnadan itiidonts in tho various odueational instHutions 
in Caioutta. 

1SS. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQJ Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the present number of Muhammadan students in the varioua 
educational institutions in Calcutta? 
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Tt^ Hon'bii Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMilDDIN: A statement ia laid on 
the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unetarred quketion No. 13S. 
Number of Muhammadan students in the various institutions in Calcutta 


on 31st March, 1930, was as follows: — 

Arts and Science Colleg’es ... 810 

David Hare Training College ... 15 

Law Colleges ... 550 

High SchcKils ... 2.518 

Middle Schools ... 1,057 

Primai’y Schools ... 15,813 

Speinal Schools ... 2,319 

Private Schools ... 2,375 

Department of Post-graduate in Arts, Calcutta 

University ... 70* 

Department of Post-graduate in Science. Calcutta 

University ... 6 


*ThiA figure is for the year 1028-29 as the figure for the year 1920-30 has not yet 
been received. 


tanior Professor of History in the Presidency College. 

136. Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department l)e pleased to state 
whether Mr. K. Zachariah, m.a. (oxon). who was Senior Professor of 
History* in the Presidency College, has been transfen'od to the Ilooghly 
College as its Principal? 

(b) What steps have l>een <»r are l)eing taken to appoint his 
successor in the Presidency College? 

(r) Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that the new incumbent will be 
reclaim! to do the Honours work as also the post-graduate work in 
History. 

Tho Hon’bis Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The question of the apiHiintment of his successor in the Pmt* 
dency College is under consideration. 

(c) Ym. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Professor is fully qualified to take up 
both the Honottia and Pas-s claa.se8? 

Th« Hon’bM Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I think so; it goes 
without saying. 
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Prahnen, Prtritfency Collega, angagad far privata tuition woriu 
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•* 

m Hr, trAMAPROSAD MOOKER4EE: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Education Department In? pleased to state 

(t) whether the ser>’ice rules of the Education Department retjuire 
that the permission of the TrincipuJ of the college has to be 
obtained before an officer belonging to the etlucation service 
and working in that college is allowed to take uj) jirivate 
tuition work ; and 

(it) whether it is a fact that there are professors at present in the 
Presidency rolleg«» who are or have been engaged in doing 
private tuition work? 


(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(i) the names of such professors; 

(lO the nuiiilw'r of private tuition engagements done by each dur- 
ing the sessions 1928-2JK 1929.,30 ami 198(h;il ; and 
(in) which of them had or ha<l not on different occasions taken th® 
previous ])ennission of the Principal of the college? 


Th« Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: ui) (,) Y,.h. 

(if) Yes. 

ib) (i) (1) Profe.ssor P. C. Ghosh, (2) Professor N. C. Ghosh, 
(3) Professfir C. C. Phatfachar>wa, (4) Pn^fessor S. M. Banerjee. 

(ii) 1928-29— 

Profe.ssor P. C. Ghosh (one). 

Professor C, C. Bhattacharyya (one). 

1929- 30- 

Professor N. 0. Ghosh (one). 

1930- 711— 

Professor S. M. Banerji (one). 

(Hi) All of them had permission. 


Mr. SYAMAPROSAO MROICERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the name under (h) (i) (4) is correctly 
printed— I think it should be S. K. BanarjiP 
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Thf Hofi*bl« Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDOIN: I think it is correctly 
printed. There may be a mistake. I am not positive about it. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the list is exhaustive ? 

The Honmie Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN; Yes. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKER.IEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
V»o pleased to state if he is prepared to make a further inquiry into the 
matter on further information being supplied to him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN; Yes. 


Alaipur khal tchme. 

138. Babu SUK LAL NAG: {a) Has the attenticm of the Hon’ble 
MemlaM’ in charge of the Irrigation Department Wen drawn to the 
refM>rt of the Hopkyns Committee, ItKlO, jiaragrajd! 7(t, strongly recom- 
mending the early reopening of the Alaipur khal in the district of 
Khuln a a.s the concern is repoHed to yield an income of 8 ])er cent, on 
the outlay. ^ 

(h) If the answer to (rO is in the atlirmative, will the H(»n’ble Mem- 
ber W pleas<Ml to state what steps do the Goveniment intend to take 
to cariT out the scheme? 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI; (a) Yes. 

(h) The scheme has Wn included in the 5 years’ programme of 
schemes to l>e finaiH’ed from loans forwarded to the Government of 
Tndia^ but the pnwpect of money Wing available is remote. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; Will the llon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Government is considering the report of the 
TTopkyns Committee of 1930? 

Tha Hon’bla AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI : Government 
is considering the report. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state ae to how long Government would take to consider 
the report of about 15 pages? 
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IlM Hoil’bto AlhtliJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am afraid 
the l^)ort does not entail merely goirif^ throupfh 15 pa^es but a good 
deal more than that. There are various departments of Government 
as well as outside bodies to be consulted. 

Khtn Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’blc Member 
be pleased to state whether Government will take a year’s time or a 
century’s time to consider the report? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow that question. 

Mtlament in Khulna ditlri^. 

139. Babu 8UK LAL NAG: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Revenue Department l)e pleased to lay on the table a statement 
relating to the last settlement of the Khulna district on the following 
heads : — 

(f) the total cost of the Government for the settlement of the Khulna 
district ; 

(ii) the sum realised separately from zamindars, tenuiT-holders and 
raiyats for the cost of the settlement ; 

(Hi) the sum, if any, still unrealised; and 

(ir) the total gam or loss in the mutter? 

MEMBER in charga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bl# 
Sir Provash Chunder Mittor): {t) Us. 

(n) Recoveiies from landlords and tenunts amounted to Rs. HJ.tMJ.bdb. 
As the recoveiT accounts maintained are not kept separately for xumiti- 
dars, tenure-h(dders and raiyats, actual sums reulise<l from eacli tdaiui 
cannot W ascertained. 

(Hi) A sum of Us. was outstanding when the district settle- 

ment came to a clow». Attempts are now being iniule to realise the 
amounts by certificates. 

Hr) It is not clear what is meant by “gain or loss.” 


Plying of OongMt^* In Magrahot khal. 

148. Mr. A. P. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that the people of Magra- 
hat within the district of the 24-Parganas are to pay license fees for 
the whole year for the sa/fi dongat (small boats) that ply in the khalP 
(ft) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that they can ply only for half 
year? 
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(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state to what this is due and what steps, if any, 
he proposes to take in the matter? 


Tha Hon'ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKEHIM CHUZNAVI: (a) No. 

Licenses can also be taken out for periods of three and six months. 

(b) Not as a rule. 

(c) In some places there has been siltinp^ up; but as silted channels 
are periodically cleared, no special measures are requi^d. 


Number of students receiving education in schools and oolleges. 

141. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the Hoirble 
Minister in charjire of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing* the total number of students receiving 
education in — 

(a) schools, 

(h) colleges and universities, and 

(c) night sch(K)l8 and similar workmen’s institutions of this pro- 
vince 

during the yours 1918-20 and 1929-30? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: A statement giving 
the information as far as available is laid on the table. 


Suite ment referred to tn the reply to urntarred question No. 141. 


Yenr. 

Total number of ioholare receiving education in 

BehooU. 

College* and 
Univer^itiee, 

Night and work- 
men *• echoola. 

191819 

1,882,466 

25,804 

23,264 

1919-20 

1,903,242 1 

26,521 

24.140 

1929-30 

1 Figures are not at present available. 


Ral Bahadlir KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: WUl the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many of these girls take education in 
different schools? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KNWA4A NAZIMUDDIN; I want notice. . 
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NawabiMte Khwaja Naiarutla. 

141. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the Han'ble Menilier in charge of the Political Department he pleaeed 
to state whether it is a fact that the Nawah«ada Khwaja Nasanilla, 
brother of the present Nawab of Dacca, wears khaki dress such ns if 
worn by hig'h police officers? 

(h) Is it also a fact that he fre<iuently accompanies the Eui-opeaa 
police officers of Dacca? 

(r^ Is it a fact that he went about with the police officers to make 
house searches and arrests in connection with the recent Dacca riot» 
as well as durinj? the communal disturbances which look place ill 
182C and ill January, 1930? 

{(I) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Iloirble 
Member be pleased to state why the said Nawahsada is allowed to 
arrogate to himself the duties of a police officer? 

The Hon’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) He wears khaki 
shorts ami a khaki shirt when on duty as a spet'ial constable. 

Yes. 

( c') Y es. 

id) As a special constable he curries out the duties of a special 
constable. 


Nawab of Daooa and appointment of apeeial oonttablas during 
Daooa riote. 

143. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: {a) Will 

the Hon’ble Member in charffe of the Political Department lie pleased 
to state w’hetber Government are aware that amon^ the Hindus there 
is a stronf^ feeling of lesentiuent and distrust in rejrard to the hona 
^flen of the loc-nl authorities on account of the fact that the Nawab of 
Dacca in whose name plunder and arson were heinj? committed by the 
Moslem rowdies was allowed to perform the duties of hi^h police 
officers ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Nawab and his brother Nawabaada Khwaja 
Nasamlla frequently accompanied the European Government officers 
of Dacca during’ the riots and arrested people just like police officera 
of high rank and at their instance released Moslem rioters arrested 
by the police officers? 

(c) Is it a fa<?t that in several cases bail petitions were submitted 
through the Nawab and with hts recommendations? 
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(d) Ib it a fact that no Hindu, kowever respectable and loyal, was 
Allowed to perform the same functions, namely, accompanying police 
officers, affecting arrests and recommending bailP 

Tlie Hoil’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) The Nawab of Dacca 
did not perform the duties of high police officers. Government have 
eeen allegations that distrust was caused because the Nawab assisted 
the local authorities, 

(h) They were appointed special constables along with many other 
gentlemen and performed the duties of a special constable. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. Any respectable Hindu who volunteered w'as enrolled os 
a special constable, and nine actually served as such. 


Lata Babu KritltiMi Kumar Roy of Jangalia. 

144. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the llon’ble MeinWr in charge of the IVditical Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fa<*t that the late Babu Krishna Kumar Roy of 
Jangalia in Kishoregunj continued to offer resistance to the huge 
crowd of Miihaniniadan looters who attacked his house on 12th »Tuly 
for about four hours before he with his family fell victims to the fury 
of the looters P 

(h) Will the Ifou’hle MeiuWr be pleased to state whether any 
information during this long continued fight was conveyed to the 
police station or to the subdivisional authorities by the dafadars, 
chaiikidnrs or the president of the union lx)ard? If not, w’hy not? 

(c) How far off are the poli<’e station and the subdivisional court* 
from Jaugalia village? 

(f/) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, what action has been 
taken against the dafadars, chaukidars and union board authorities 
fpr their failure of duty? 

(e) Did the police get any information while the fight was g**ing 
<m from any other soun'e? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Hember be pleaaed to state whether the police proceeded to the spr»t? 
If not, why not? 

((;/> How far off are Pakundia and Husseinpur police^tations from 
Jangalia? 
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Tllf Hpfl’Md Mr. W« D. R« PRENTICEl («) So far as is known 
he resisted the rioters for about three hours. 

(6) No. 

Babu Krishna Kumar Roy was himself the president of the union 
board. The chaukidars and dafadars were intimidated into keeping 
away from the police station. 

(c) Police-station Pakundia is three miles and the subdivisioual 
courts are miles from Jangalia. 

(d) None, as no intentional failure of duty on the part of these 
oflScers has so far revealed. 

(e) No. 

(/) Does not arise. 

iff) Each is about three miles fi-om Jangalia. 

Mr« SATISM CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Memlier be pleased to state if any cotiiplnints were lod^fed by chaukidars 
and daffadars against tliose who intimidated them or prevented them 
from goinj^ to the pcdire statiimy 

The Hofi’hle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Not '«o far as 1 am aware. 


KishoreganJ ditturtoanoee. 

145. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: {a) Will 
the Ilon'hle Member m rharjre of the Political l)e|Kirtment Ih* pleaMod 
to lay on tin* table a statement showing — 

{i) how many villages in the Kishoreganj sulMlivision were 
subj<*(ted to looting and plunder on Saturday, the 12ih 
J uly ; 

(«) what was the aiea i-oveied by them; and 

(ill) the numlier of thanas affeetedV 

(b) Is it a fact that a conspiracy was lieing hatched from mime 
time before? 

(e) Did the polii e get any scent of such a widespread C/onspirucy? 

(d) Did the district authorities get any repcirt from the police of 
the apjrrehended outbreak? 

(r) If so, how long before? 

(/) If the answers to (d) and (e) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any arrangement wai 
made for reinforcing the police force of the affected areas to meet the 
sitiiatioii that might arise? 
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(g) Is it a fact that in some of the thanas some Maulvis were 
holding meetings and preaching non-payment of interests, debts and 
other dues? 

(h) Is it a fact that some Maulvis and other Muhammadans from 
Dacca and Bhowal were preaching to the Muhammadans of various 
places in the subdivision that the Government had permitted the 
looting of the Hindus by the Muhammadans for 13 days 

(i) If the answers to (//) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon*ble Member be pleased to state whether any attempt was made 
by the local police to suppress these pi'eachings and activities? 

{j) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Muhammadan preachers have poured into Eastern Mymensingh 
from Dacca and Bhowal and that some of these suspicious characters 
and preachers have been caught and made over to the jx)lice? 

(k) If the answer to (;) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member l)e pleased to state — 

(t) how they are being dealt with; and .. 

(ii) whether any attempt is l)eing made to stop the inftow of 
these mischief makers from outside? 


(/) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state what steps, if 
any, the Government contemplate adopting to prevent such dangerous 
proimganda and preaching among the illiterate and credulous popafttiiNi 
of the diNtri<*t in future? 


Th« Hofi’bia Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) Five. 

(и) About 15 square miles. 

(Hi) One, Pakundia. 

(h) to (e) Nothing happene<l to indicate that the disturl)aiic»» www 
about to occur. A meeting of Muhammadans was held on July 7tb 
aud it condemned the ptiyment of interest to money-lenders. Inquiries 
were being held when the disturbances broke out. 

(/) Does not arise. 

(0)f (^) »*^d (i) Information to this effect was received after the 
occurrence. 

(;■) Most of the agitators came from outside. There were alao 
some local men most of whom have been arrested. 

(к) (i) They will l>e dealt with according to law. 

(it) The influx has ceased, 

(/) It is hoped that the prompt suppression of the movement and the 
proseeution of the miachief-mongers will prevent further propaganda. 
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KishoraganJ Hots. 

m Babtt 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYl (a) WiU 

the Hon*ble Member in charge of the Political Depiirtmenl l>e pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing up till now in connection with 
the recent Eishoreganj riots — 

(t) how many cases have been started on information to police; 
and 

(it) how many by petition in court ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that in many places within the 
disturbed area Hindu villagers whose houses and properties have lH»en 
looted, are being threatened by their Muhammadan neighlnmrs with 
dire consequences if they would institute cases or pniceed with cases 
already instituttnl or adduce evidence in them? 

^o) Is it a fu(‘t that cases have not yet lieen started or information 
' all caoes of loot or arson ? 

Is the Hon*ble Memls'r aware — 

(i) that the hwjting and riot were committed almost in all cases 

during broad daylight ; 

(ii) that the looters were all local men; ami 

(II/) that ideiitifical i(»n <if the accused would Ih» easy if cases were 
lit started in all cases 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Memln'r 1 h' pleastnl to state what protection 
d() the Government intend to provide to those who are Indiig threatened 
aguiiiit starting or proceeding with cases by Muhammadan rioters or 
their friends and relations!-' 

^ (/) Are the [sdire forces at present available in the thanus within 

ihn affected area adequate f(^r the jnirjS)He of affording pndection in 

all oaaes? 

(^) II the answer to (f) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desinibility of placing additional police force in the 
affected areas for such protection in the interests of law and justice? 

(h) 'Will the Hon’ble Member be please<i to lay on the table a 
etatement showing — 

(I) the total estimated numl>cr of people who took part in those 
lootings within the subdivision of Kishoreganj ; 

(ii) the number of |>ersoDs so far arrested; 

(Hi) the total value of the looted properties; 

(iv) the number of houses so far searched; and 
(n) the total value of the properties recovered ? 
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The Hon’bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) 128. 

(it) None. 

(h) Only one caee of thig nature hag come to the notice of the 
aiithoritieg. 

(c) Separate firgt information reports have not been registered for 
all complaints but all complaints are l)eing investigated in connection 
with the first information reiK>rt of the earliest information received 
for the same village. Infoimution of all cases of loot or arson has 
since been lodged. 

(d) (i) Yes. 

(ti) Yes, so far as has been ascertained. 

(ni) Vide answer to (c) above. 

(c) Patrols were instituted in the area from which information 
referred to in (h) al>ove was received. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) Dries not arise. 

(h) (i) About 6,000. 

(if ) 18J1 iiersons had been arrested up to August 8th. 

(iiV) The reiKirted value is Rs. 4,01,666. This does not include* 
documents. 

(ir) and (r) Figures are not yet available. Investigation is still 
proceeding. 


AhsamtlUih School of Enginooring, Dacca. 

147. Rai Sahib REBATI MDHAN BARKER: (n) Will the Hoirble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether the six jiermanent incumbents in the staff of the Ahsanullall 
School of Engineering, Dacca, lieing junior memhers, have to work 
under the senior members even now ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Governing body of {he school — 

(i) adopted a resolution in 1926 protesting agninst this; and 

(it) recommended that the senior memlM*rs of the staff also should 
lie made iH'rmunenty 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the senior members of the 
staff have as much satisfactory' serv'ice at their back as the juniors 
have ? 

(d) Is it a fact that six posts in the mistry staff of the said school 
have been made permanent through mistakes ? 
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(«) What step® has the Hon^hle Minister taken for the amelioratioik 
of the condition of sei^’ice of employees in the said school Y 

(f) Will the Hon’ble Minister lay on the table all correspondence 
that passed between the Goveniment and the sch(M)l authorities Waring* 
on this subject!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: «/) Ves. Six jarmnnent 
mistries being junior members have to work umler the head niistries 
who are senior and exix'rienced memWrs of the workshop niistrv staff. 

(h) (»•) No. 

(ft) Yes; but their p<istH Iiave not been made |x»rmunent , the |)olicy 
of Government Wing to keep the workshop staff of mistries on a 
temix)rary basis and to replace the existing {x^rmanent [josts by 
temp<iniry ones as they fall vacant. 

(r) Yes. 

(ff) No. 

(c) (roveniijieiit have recently given administrative ap|m)val to 
increased scale.s of jxiy of mistries and menials employiMl in the w'ork- 
shop of the sch(M»l. 

(/) Government are not pn‘jxired to publish <‘orres|X)ndence on this- 
subject Ix'tweeu the .Hch«»ol authorities and the Director of Public 
Instruction. 


Dam riots. 

148. Dr, NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA t Will the Hoirblc 
Member in charge of the Political Defairtment W pleascul to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

( /) the niimlx^r of deaths by violence of Hindus and Muhammadum^ 
of ]>acca, respectively; 

(2) the nuniWr of cu.^es of intendiorism on houses, shops and 
buildings of Hindus and Muhammiwlans, resjxKctively ; 

(J) the number of cases of grievous hurt to Hindus and Muham- 
madans, resjx'ctively ; 

(4) the number of houses pillaged of Hindus and Muhammadans, 
res|x»ctively ; 

(*>) the number of Hindus and Muhammadans, resjx^ctively, 
arrested on account of offencres connected with the distur- 
btinces; and 

(^) the estimated value of the property of Hindus and Muham- 
madans, respectively, lost or destroyed, during the distur- 
bances at Dacca? 



Ml QIJl^TIOBrS. [20in Avg., 

ThG HonW# Mr. W. D. R. PRENtlOis 

(1) Hindus ... 6 

Muhammadans ... 8 

(2) Hindus ... 85 

Muhammadans ... 38 

(3) Hindus ... 42 

' Muhammadans ... 25 

(4) Hindus ... 174 

Muhammadans ... 72 


(6) Up to 12th June, 1930, 183 Hindus and 303 Muhammadans had 
been arrested. 

(6') Hindus, Its. 3,96,000; Muhammadans, Its. 33,000. 


House searches in connection with KishoreganJ riots. 

148. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH* Will the Hon’ble Member 
in cbnrfre of the Political I)e|mitment be jdeased to state whether it is 
a fact that (luring the house searches in (onnection with the Kishore- 
g“anj ri<ds, the jK>lice were accomiwnied by a numl>er of Hindu 
volunteers, imHicularly during the house searches (»f the following 
houses : — 

(i) in the village of Husandi-Uttarpara, police-station Pakundia, 
the houses of Syed Ali Shaikh, Ejjat Shaikh, some twenty- 
one houses in all; and ^ 

(i?) in the village of Eaphaia near Anian Sarkar’s Bazar, police-^ ^ 
station Hosainpur, the house of Zahiruddin Munshi? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Some Hindu complainants 
accompanied jxdit'e jmrties during searches for the purjxise of identi- 
fication, but there was no house seandi by the jK)lice in the houses 
mentioned in the question. 


KishoreganJ riots. 

150. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID BHAH: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Subdivisional Officer of KishoreganJ was 
forced to flee and the Circle Officer, Babu Birendra Chandra Biswas, 
was assaul^d by the rioters during the recent riots ? 
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(^) ^ iact that it wa« annotinced in the affected areas that 

daring “The fourteen days’ Swaraj” no ojffence or violence would be 
taken notice of? 

(c) Is it a fact that most of the money -lenders willinffly handed 
over their documents to the debtors to rescue their htmses and projierty 
from the riotei-s? 

(d) Is it a fact that some of the rioters expressed in their dying 
declaration that it was because of their faith that they did not do 
anything against the Ooverninent ? 

{e) Is it a fact that there was only one jxdice <)fticer in Pakundia 
thana while the Pakundia Bazar was Irndt'd ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Hindu volunteers threatened the rustic 
villagers by firing and beating? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE i (a) The Subdi visional 
Offi cer on one occasion retired with 14 prisoners whom he hail arrested 
to prevent their releast*. The {’ircle ()tiicei% Bahu Birendra Kishore 
Kar, was assaulttd. 

(h) Certain agitator^ an* re|>orte«l to have spread this rumour. 

(f) Manx handed over the documents. 

(d) The dying wonls of one man who was shot showed that he 
thought that lie \xas on the ^ide {)f ( Jovernmtuit . 

(c) and if) (Invernmt'iit have no information. 


Kishoreganj riots. 

151. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
'Meml)er in charge of tlie ]*olitical Department he pleased to state 
whether the Doveniment have got any rejxtrt regarding tlie Kishore- 
ganj riots in the district of Mymensingh ? 

(h) If the answ'er to {a) is in the affirmative, will the IIi)u’l)le 
Member be jdeased to lay on the table a statement showing from the 
11th to 14th July — 

(i) how many houses were affected during the recent riot in the 
j)ol ice-stations of — 

(1) Pakundia, and 
' ^,{2) Hossainpur; 

<(U) how many of them belong to the Hindu.s; and 

i(m) how many to the MussoimansP 

15 
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TIm Hoft’ble Mr. W. O. R, FRlNTIOEs (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) The number of houses affected (looted) from the 11th to 
14th July is — 

(1) 653 houses and shops in Pakundia police-station. 

(2) 370 houses and shops in Ilossainimr police-station. 

(u) 652 of these h<»uses and shni>s in Pakundia police-station and 
365 in Ilossainpur police-station (total 1,017) belong to Hindus. 

(in) One of these houses in Pakundia i>olice-station and 5 m 
Ilossainpur police-station (total 6> l>elong tx) Muhaniinadans. ’ ^ 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BUSINESS. 

Resolutions on matters of general public interest. 

I The discuhsiou on tlie resolutions regarding (’stablislnnent of full 
resi)onsible (>(»vei nnnuit in the provinces and Hound I'able Conference 
were then resumed.] 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I have your 
permission, Sir, to move a short-notice amendmeiil to the resolution 
moved l»y Hal Bahadur Kamini Kumai Das uhicdi is now und**r 
discussion in this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wh lit youi iiiiK‘ii(liiicnt S' 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: My triend lias moved 
a resolution a> regards full responsible (Government in the provinces, 
and the Central (Government. 1 beg to move a short-notice amendment 
that the wonis “with proper safeguards for the Moslem and other 
miiHirity interests” K* inserted after the words “(Vntnil (ioverniuent.”^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot permit you to do so if there is any 
objei tion. 

There being no objection, permission was granted to Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi Axisul Haque to move his amendment. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: The motion, as proposed 

to W amended by me, runs as follows; — 

*‘This Council recommends to the GGoremment to oommunieate to 
His Majesty’s Government in £ngiaiid« through the Govammant of 
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India, that in the opinion of this Cfonnril full responsible Government 
in the provinces as well as in the Central Government, with proper 
safeffmrfh for the Moslem anti other minority interests, should be 
established without delay so that India may be placed in the same 
status as the helf-^^overnin^r dominions of the British Commonwealth.” 

Sir, there is no denyinjr the fact that we are now in a state of 
evolution, when prrealer ri^flits are lK‘injj demanded from all sides. I 
do not think it i> proper for the Muhammadan or any other communitv 
to stand in the xvay of ^ettin^ further rijrhts in tliis ev(dution. That 
btm^ so. it i.s also desirable that we should frankly place our case 
Wtore the pe<^ple as well as the ({overnment sti that the real position 
may be unde^^tood that tb.e ^yiuhannnadan (‘oiumunity is n(»t standinj»‘ 
in the way of fuither ri^flits being given to India. We d(‘siie, Sir, 
that so far as the M(»slem and minority interests aie comeriied, proper 
safeguaids should be provided for in any .scheme that ma\ be evolved 
for tin* future cofistituti(ui of India. It may be interesting to this 
Hou'^e to knou that sometime ago, on the motion of Sir Abdur Itahim, 
a. decision \\a> made on alinont the same line'*, and it is really to gi\p 
effect to this point o| vieu that I move this amendment. At the 
‘■ame time I feel that it is as much non-content iou.s as possible, as 
we d(> not say what will la* the miture or details of these rights; but 
we are certainl> agreed on this point that, \\hatever may be the 
future constitution of India, it should provide proper safeguards U> 
all inteiests nt minorities, especially the Moslem interests. With 
this explanation on behail (d the Proja Party, 1 movt* the amendimuit, 
A\ e think that mu essily <»f providing .safeguards is so important to 
the scheme ot future <ons(itution that in deciding the matter, we 
must not lose sijrljt (,i the fa<‘t I have mentioned. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY* Sir, I shall confine my 
remarks to the Kound Table Conference. It is rather late in the 
day for anyone to question the necesvsity f)f hedding tire Kound Table 
Conference, but I must ronfess that from what has been hitherto 
published in the Press and what in common knowledge it is really 
difficult to fix the purpose for which the conference is to be held and 
that in Ix>ndon. The Sinnm Commission was apfKrinted on the 
assumption that it was the business of the British Parliainent to 
enquire into th^ result of the working of the Reforms and then decide 
upon the next step. This representative committee of both Houaen 
of Parliament has gone into the question as thoroughly as the 
circumstances would allow and naturally decision will be taken on 
the basis of its report. If it is expected that the proposed conference 
will ^ helpful in filling up any gaps such an expectation is doomed 
to faiInFe. The leaders of the Indian National Congress will conthifie 

Sn ^ At 1 w* « <r a*. * 
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participate in any conference ontside India. Then why all this 
bother? Why this hujfe waste of money? If, however, the decision 
to hold the conference is due to the realisation of the fact that the 
apix>iritiuent of the Simon Commission was not the rin'ht thing* to do 
in an effort to meet Indian aspirations, then and then only the 
conference can serve any useful purpose. 

Sir, it is prop^jsed to scltat the pcTsonnel of the conference by 
nomination. This method is likely to deprive the conference of all 
vestige of representative character. If His Excellency the Viceroy 
is anxious to ascertain the sen>e of the country, he can do so in a 
more effective way hy convening a conference of all non-official members 
of the provincial and ccfitnd legislatnies in India, and any decision 
taken at such a conference will cairy greater weight than any pact 
made hy a few hig guns without any lollowiiig in the countiy sitting at 
confereme in hoiidon. 1'heie is a large section of the people of 
India — 1 refer to the politically luickwaid clas- — the Varnashrainis who 
are at a great disadvantage in this matter, and T take this opportunity 
to press on their behalf that a preliminary Hound Table Conference 
should he held in India in the first instance with a view to examine 
the points of difference and elect accredited representatives to London, 
if necesHiiiy. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Mr. President, the resolution 
moved by my hon’ble friend Mr. S. M. Pose yesterday resolves itself 
into two demnmP — Firstly, that the representatives to the Round 
'I'able Conference from Bengal be elected by this (Council, and 
secondly, that the confereme be hehl (Ui the basis of the immediate 
establishment of full Dominion status for India, which implies n(>t only 
provincial {nitoiioiny but aKo full re.sptmsible government in the 
Central Legislature. 

Regarding ilie >econd portion of tlie resolution, there is no difference 
of opinion among those who are not swayed away by communal 
considerat i(ms or influenced by self-ambition. It was the demand 
that Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Motilnl Nehru pressed as the 
condititm, on which the Congress may he induced, to agree to join 
the <()nferonce. And it is the demand that has l>een made from every 
platform in the country that counts. It should l)e the pivot of the 
discu.ssions of the conference, if its decision is to bring peace to my 
distracted country. Tho«e who have taken the trouble of examining 
the negotiations which at last saved Ireland from continued struggle, 
need not be told that those negotiations were carried on with an object 
in view. 

Why cannot some assurance be given to usP The assurance that 
the Round Table Conference will discuss the ways and means of 
granting India Dominion status. If the conference is to be held to 
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arrive at a decision and not to end in barren discussions, it is absolutely 
necessary that it should meet ou the basis of the immediate establish- 
ment of full Dominion status for India. 

Sir, regardiuj?: the first point that the delegates to the (‘onference 
from Beupd sljould be elected by this Council, I would have added 
that they should 1 k» elected b\ the elected meml)ers only, as the 
nominated members are an anomaly in a democratic body. 

It is no use disj^uisin^ the fact that already di'^j^raceful combines 
and conversions are in jirojrress to secure nominati<»n> to the conference 
and busy nobodies are shoutinj? and toutinf? for iavimr in the hijihways 
and by-paths of ofhciabb)m, Jiet this Council elect the representatives 
and the chance of undesirnble men bein^* sent to the conference will 
be minimised. 

Sir, one woid to the meinhers of the party to which the mover 
of the rescdutiun belonps and 1 am done. I hope, if this demand is 
lejected hy the Government, they will definitely pnmounce the p<dicy 
they will herealter follow and take m» part in flic conference which 
they cannot do consistently with their self-respect . 

3-30 p.m. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir. at the outset. ]. t me 
conp’ratulate II is Majesty’s Government in Great Britain bir the courage 
it has sliown in rec ()^rnisiny the jrreut principle that it is the sons of 
the soil who should be called upon to determine the framework of the 
c'onstitution under which they are to be placed, Tin* recognition of 
this ^'Tcut principle of self-determination ha<l been the keynote of our 
political ajritati(ui in the fiusf ; and, Sir, it is because we realised that 
the appointment of the Simon Commission, from whicfi all Indians were 
excluded, l oiistituted a direc t c halleri^^e to that cherished principle 
that w'p stubbornly refused to have anything to do with it. It is 
K^ratifyinj' to note, Sir, that wisdom had at last dawned on the pow-ers 
that be, and the folly of l{t2(S stands corrected to-day. His Majesty’s 
Goveyiment lias now recognised that the only way of arrivinj^ at a 
satisfactory solution of this i onst'tiitionnl problem is to invite leaders of 
Indian opinion to sit across a table with leaders of British opinion — for 
it is only when these two sets of people ajrree to put their heads tojfether, 
without any mental reservation, that a real solution is possible. 

In the second place, let me offer an additional congratulation to Ills 
Majesty’s Government, that the terras of reference of this proposed 
Round Table Conference is not unduly restricted to the consideration of 
the recommendations of the Simon Commission alone. Had any such 
decision been taken, had the terms of reference been restricted merely 
to the consideration of the recommendations of the Simon Commission,* 
had. Sir, the freedom of the Round Table Conference been hampered 
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aad handicapped in the way short-si^ ied statesmanahip in England waa 
demanding, the Round Table Conference. I make bold to predict, would 
be as barren of conBequencee, ae the labour of the Simon Commission 
has proved to be. Sir, we value this Round Table Conference because it 
involves a recognition, on the part of Great Britain, of India's right of 
determining her own destiny and if, Sir, you dicrtate to that conference 
the limit within which to confine its deliberation, then I say, you take 
away by your left hand what j^ou have conceded by the right. That 
would have been a political dishonesty, a grave breach of faith on the 
part of His Majesty’s Governiiient which, instead of bringing about a 
rttpprfwheiTient, would have tended to accentuate the alieady existing 
difference between the rulers and the ruled. By refusing to yield to 
the pressure of tlie reac tionaries who insisted that tlie Round Table 
Conference should be limited to the consideration of tlie Simon Commis- 
sion Report it**!*!!. Mr, Ramsay Macdonald's (rovernment has diNplayed 
courage, jxilitical lionesty and far-sighted statesmanship. 

Sir, there are obvious and weighty objections in making tlje Simon 
Report the basis of discussion in the T^ondon C(»nfe 7 'ence. In the first 
place, these f Commissioners were boy(“otted by all shades of Indian ])oli- 
tical opinion — for not merely the National Congress but also the liberals 
and advanced Muhammadan opinion refused to have an\ thing to do with 
the Commission. Thus shut out from the opinion of politijal India — 
these seven Englisli gentlemen who tlet me coin ede) hitheito kept an 
open mind on the Indian (piestion — were fed with the evidences of officials, 
Europeans and other political nondescripts, alamt whose public services, 
the less said the better. However great, however inttdligent and at the 
beginning however \inbiased they migiit liave been, alt<*r all they are 
only human beings, ami no human beings cai» help being ])rejudicpd 
if one side of the case is continually dinned into his ear. It is hardly 
to be wondered, thendore, that you find in the Report nothing but 
reactionary recommendation.s — a summing up of all the j>lausible argu- 
juents against self-govei nment in India. No doubt it is couche<l in 
very fine language — you will find there a good deal of lip-service to 
liberty and deiuoig*ac\ but the mailed fist is tliere, though under cover 
of velvet gloves. Rightly has Dr. Beasant declaimed that Sir John 
Simon has put his hat off to liberty, but stabbed her in the baok. 

Sir, as I have already pointed out that all the leading political 
parties in India refused to appear before the nil-white Commission in 
the r6le of petitioners, and left it at the complete mercy of the official 
world and their satellites. But India is not barren of statesmen— 
destructive criticism is not our only “forte” — we have in our country 
.a multitude of statesmen who can bear comparison with the leading 
statesmen of other free and advanced countries of the world. These 
trusted leaders, these responsible statesmen, realised that if we want to 
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vindiMiie ourselves before the b|fcr of world opinion, they must ffive a 
lead to the country by framing a constitution that would be (reuerally 
acceptable to all. This, Sir, is the genesis of the All-Parties' Conference 
— which appointed a small committee to frame a constitution for India, 
with Pundit Moti I^al Nehru as President, and amonpr others Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru and Sir Ali Imam — both ex-nieinWs of the Viceroy's 
Executive Council, as members. That committee lias produced its 
report— mcmumental report^ — a livinjr answer to the contentions of 
those erstwhile critics of ours, who are apt to say that Imlia is barren 
^ of constructive statesmanship. Sir, 1 am aware that all the recommenda- 
tions of that (ommittee have not been universally accepted by all shades 
of political opinion — as such an unanimity is nowhere t(» be expec ted in 
this world — I cojicede, Sir, that narrow cominunalism has not as yet been 
able to assimilate the liberal recommendations containvd therein — and 
finally I am ecjually aware tliat European vested interest has (‘ondeiuned 
the report as <d necessity they niust — the rep(»rt beinjr the ]>rodii<*t of a 
set c»f p«v>ple who^e jjoiitical incapacity is an article of faith, or if you 
please, Sir. a tenet of their political j»rejudic*e. But knowing- all these 
tliinjjrs, I am hcue to miv before the world, that thou^li some of the 
recommcuhlat ions arc‘ repudiati'cl b\ particular sections of the people, 
tlie re])ort in its rsscmtials has been jjcmerallv ac c‘e])ted bv ])olitic al India 
— or, to Ice moic‘ modest, at legist the report lias received more' assent 
than the Hepoit cd the Simon Comniission could ever ccmimand. Sir, 
everybody in I ml a who is an\)>odv has conclemnecl the* Simon Hc‘])ort 
as lieiiij’’ ul’oll\ unac cc'ptaldc'- as Iwdn^ basc*d on hvpothc*s(»M that are 
theniselv(‘s bascdc'ss, as beintj: founcled on facds whicdi arc* assumc*d to l>e 
self-evident, but which must be pioved to the hilt bc‘fore they can sc‘rve 
as the* basiN of political j^eiieralisation, and as contaiiiin^^ the* j^oul of 
Dominion status, whic li is ajit to recede the moie you try to ^^**1 at it, 
so that oil! s«)ns and ^»-fandsonj, and tjn.af ^'^landsons will find the distanc e 
that separate them from fhe p-oal as y-reaf as we arc* finding to-day and 
will find the ideal as unrealisable and illusory dc*cad(*s — yea cenfurieB 
hence — as it is to Us of the ]irc*sent i*^<*nei ation. Theic’forc*, T s4iy to all 
tliose who st\le tht'niselves as political_realists — ^ive iis somethin^*’ real 
to live on — for (rod’s sake spare us tliese unr<‘alisable dreams and 
illusory visions — spare the nation of the indi^restion and conse(|neiit 
dyspepsia that iiieviluhly affec ts a jioor niortal who indnljres in too 
much dreams. Sir, it is not for rne to enter into a detailed criticism of 
the recoiiiineridntions of the Simon Report — there is not the rec|uisit« 
time nor can any useful purpose l>e served by performinj^ such an 
intellectual feat on the floor of this House to-day. What 1 am here 
concerned at this particular time is to point out that the ifoal of Dominion 
fitatus — as a practically realisable ideal — has been shelved indefinitely 
tliiB ang^ Commisaion, and as such I am here to say, tSir, that 
these recommendations militate fundamentally against the policy wbicb 
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we believed — perliapft in our simplicity — perhaps in our excess of con- 
fidence in British justice and British fair-play, but nevertheless the 
policy which we believed to be the policy of His Majesty’s Governmenb 
in En^rland. Sir, it is only the other day that Ilis Excellency the 
Viceroy most solemnly declared, that the poal at which His Majesty’s 
Government is aimin^r at is the j^oal of Dominion status. If that declara- 
tion stands, if even at this time His Majesty’s Government in England 
is still committed to the policy laid therein — and so far as I aware 
Sir, that declaration has not merely been not repudiated, but affirmed 
and reaffirmed on many subse<|uent occasions — if, as I was sayin^r, Sir,. 
His Majesty’s Government is still committed to the policy contained in 
the Vi<;erej^al declaration — then I say that in so far the policy contained 
in the one, is repudiated by the recommendations contained in the other 
— boilj of them cannot stand at the same time. And if His Majesty’s 
Government still sticks to its old policy, then in a fitting- manner it 
belioves His Majesty’s Government to give to the recommendations of 
the Simon Heporf, wliich have already succumbed to the onslaught of 
Indian cliti<'i^m, a decent burial, instead of si(‘keniiig our soul by 
bringing in the si< k pbuiitoms of its resurrected gl»ost. 

Sir, that is why I say that no purpose will be served by making the 
Simon Bei)ort the basis of discussion in tlie Bound Table ('onference. 
A report whi( h strives for an ideal which we are not j)repared to accept 
—and repudiates the one that we greatly cherish, a Bei>ort which 
postulates our incapacity — both political and luilitury — as the basis of 
its recommendations, a Report which in (‘onseipience of all tliese has been 
condemned in its very fundamentals by all shades of Indian oi)inion — 
•ucb a Beport, can ill serve the basis of discussion in the Bound Table 
Oonfereme. If you want any thing tangible to come out of this Bound 
Table Conference, if you hope to get out of this new machine — u stable 
and satisfactory soluti(ui of the constitutional tangle in which you are 
involved, if you aspire to re-establish the mutual confidence and trust 
between Great Britain and India wdiich I regret has now reached the 
vanishing point, let the Hound Table Conference be absolutely free and 
unfettered, whose object will be to strike out a constitution that will 
approximate the ideal of Dominion status. 

And it is, Sir, a.s n stern political realist that I am giving this solemn 
advice to His Majesty’s Government in Great Britain. Sir, if there is 
one fact that challenges recognition to-day, if there is one fact which 
it would Ih* fatal for Great Britain to ignore, it is this all-imjmrtant fact 
of the rising spirit of nationalism in our land. That spirit is finding 
expreaeion in eveiy sphere of our collective activity — as Ijord Konaldsbay 
Qaa pointed out in his “Spirit of Aryavartta” — in politics, in literature^ 
in art, painting and religion, yea even in the political outrages, an intros- 
pective on-looker like Lord Ronaldshay detected nothing but an expres- 
sion of that national spirit. That spirit has assumed such a huge 
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proportion to-day that it can no lonprer be thwarted, Von can no lon^rer 
ride roughshod over this national sentiment with impunity, and if yo\i 
are not prepared to recognise its importance and i)rovide a legitimate 
outlet, it will find expressions in those political outrages which will 
shatter the very foundations of so<iety. And the responsibility for this 
deplorable state of affairs — the responsibility for all the woes and 
miseries tliat will inevitably follow in the trail of such a political turmoil 
— will rest on the shoulders of those who in their arrogance refused to 
recognis# this national sentiment of ours, and instead of putting their 
hats oft’ to this Indian National Being which has emerged with all its 
glory, have made a (alculated affront to its honour. 

Sir, you are at the cros.s-ways. The alternatives are tliere : Are you 
going to bring back to this unfortunate country of ours — anarchy, 
violence and revolution ^ Are you going to tell the ardent nationalist 
that the only argument you umlerstand is the argument of force, the 
argument of the stiletto and bomb?' Or are you going* to say that this 
new spin t will be recognise<l and let us sit together and devise means of 
givini: I his new spirit an institutional expression?' Sir, it is for British 
stat(*>manship to answer one way or the other. 

3-4o p.m. 

Mauivi ABDU8 SAM AD: Mr. IVesident. Sir, having s]>oken on an 
allied subject the other day 1 had no mind to speak on the subject utider 
discussion. But, Sir, in view of what had been said by the two Moslem 
members yesterday, I think I would be guilty of breacli of faith to my 
community if I do not stand up and say that tlie views expressed by the 
two hon’ble members do not represent the view' of the vast majority of 
the Mussalmans of Bengal. The Moslem community has expressed in 
unequivocal terms tliat it wants Dominion status and that it will not he 
satisfied with anything which falls short of that. 

Sir, I am really surprised at the mentality displayed by the hon’ble 
members. The first ground on wdiich they oppose the grunting of swaraj 
is that the people have m»t yet learnt how to govern themselves and there- 
fore they (the people) are not yet fit to get reH]mnsible government. 
Strange logic. How can they learn tr> govern unless they get an oppor- 
tunity to govern.^ Sir. if this be a valid ground for refusing swaraj, 
I am afraid the people shall have to wait till Doomsday for its 
attainment. This is called arguing in a vicious circle. 

Sir, the second point urged is that if swaraj is obtained the Hindus, 
who are in majority, would dominate over the Moslems and other 
minority communities, and therefore they urge that they are not 
prepared to accept any form of responsible government unles.s safeguards 
are provided to protect Moslem interests by mutual adjustment and 
agreement. 
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Regarding ftafoguardFi and adjustment,^ far as I know, Sir, the 
Hindus are alw%yf T^^dj and agreeable to come to an amicable settle- 
ment, and the Nelim report was an attempt to meet the Moslem demands. 
I admit, Sir, that the Nehru report is not a perfect and complete 
document and it has many defects and imperfiections. But, Sir, it is 
jnot the last word on the subject of compromise and it is always open to 
the two communities to meet and settle their differences. But, Sir, my 
own opinion is that no agreement or safeguards can safeguard the 
interests of a (‘ommunity which does not know how to safeguard its own 
interests, and this is nowhere better illustrated than in the case of the 
Moslem community. Dominion status is opposed on tlie a.ssumption that 
the interests of the Moslem (immunity are being better served and would 
be better served by remaining under direct British rule. But I ask the 
two hon’ble iriemljers and others who hold tlie same view, is this true? 
Have the Moslems under tlie British rule attained the same position in 
wealth, mlnration and other fields of activities as the Hindus? fVrtainly 
not. The reason, Sir, i.s obvious. The Moslems have failed to move 
with the time as enjoined hy their Holy I’rophet.y fhi the other hand, 
they hug to their hosom the dogmas imd formalities which do not form 
any essential part of their religion and which retard fiuman ]ndgress. 
So whether you give them any safeguards or not. 1 am sure the AHislems 
will never reach tlie position they asjiire to get unless they gi\e uf> their 
f)ld ideas and prejudices. Take for exumjile, the matter of education. 
They do not want to mix with the Hindus and learn with them in the 
same ccdlege. On account of their jiersistent demand and with tfie 
ohject of meeting certain ])oliticaI purposes (iovernment have s]>ent a 
good deal of numev tow’anis the establishment of the Islamia Ccdlege. 
Th(* Hindus said that the same amount might have bemi better utilised 
in the shafie of giving stipends and other neeessaiv hel]) to the ])oor 
deserving Mosbun students, but Oovernment flid not listen to this. The 
eduration imiiartinl in this college is far inferior to the 
education inifmited to students in the Presidency ('ollege. I'hen take 
the (juestion of their vernacular — I sjieak of the Bengali Moslems only. 
They are first Bengalis and then Moslems and tlieir mother-tongue is 
therefore Bengali, hut tlie M<»sleins jiretend to think that Benj.rali is not 
their mother-tongue and they waste their time and energy in learning 
TTrdu and Persian which are of no use to them in the field of their 
activities. No nation can rise except through the medium of their own 
mother-tongue. The Moslems of Bengal have neglected their mother- 
tongue, and this is one of the reasons of their downfall. So I am 
supporting the resolution for the grant of Dominion status to India 
becauae if it is granted the Moslem interests will, I think, In* better 
aerved. 

Ral Bafiadlir Dr. HARIDHAM DUTT: Sir, the wording of the reso- 
lution is very straightforward and explicit and every part of it has been 
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toachedrand emphasised by sjieaker after speake#^ whd^avft preceded me. 

I do not want to reiterate the same arguments alfeady advanced. Bnt 
instead of givinf? a silent vote I have stood up to add another feeble voice 
to state with all the emphasis that I ran command that British India 
cannot accept anything short of the status of a self-governing body long 
promised and many a time deferred. * 

The Simon Commission Bejuirt has been found to be larking in 
sympathy with tlie aspirations of the Indian people.^ It is teeming 
with diplomatic moves to forward the interests of the British peojde more 
than those of our country whirli has justly been clamouring f(»r self- 
government in the right sense of the term. This lias fully j\istified the 
apprehens’ons of the Indian j)eople nnet|uivocnl)ly expressetl by the 
almost iinanimons boycott of the (Commission by the political intelligentia 
of the country. In Part 1 ot the report we have abundant evidence of 
the special pleading of a verv able and astute la%vyer to prejudice a 
jury by statements which would hear m> <d(»se scrutiny. The Commis- 
sion's legitimate tiniction was, as stated in the letter of reference and 
the P oyal Charter, to einjUire into th<‘ working and the developimmt of 
representative institutions in British India, bnt it went heyond its 
defined scope and limit by dragging in the independent Intlian States 
to comoi t an imiKJ^sible and imjjiact Cable scheme of a I^Mlerated India. 
Almost all such federated govej iiimmts have pr<»v(Ml failures in the past 
and there is ver\ littb* likelihooil ot the Commissi«m*s iilea of federated 
India taking any praclnal slnipe. It has served to make the (|nesti(m «>f 
grantiiif; sclf-gov»*i nnicnt to Biitish Im! a mm h more c<»mpli< aled, and 
even if it at all malmcs it Wdiibi take itn indefinite!) bmg long time to 
be of real good to British India. It s«‘ems, Sir, that the Secrctars of 
State very wiscl\ lias de< ided om e toi all not to alh»t an\ seat to any 
memher (d the Simon Commission in tin* proposed Bound Table (‘onfer- 
euce. 

Onr only liope s mtw in the wise and siircessful wf»rking of the 
Bound Table (’ontereme before the ( »o\ eminent of India Bill is taken 
up hv the British Pailiament. As to c imservatives, liberals and labour 
groups ot the British statesmen we teel they should not have any deter- 
mining vf>ice in the confeience They have this chance later on in 
Parliament to decide the final shaja* ot the constitution and should not 
have any predominant influeme in the method of self-determination of 
the (‘ouiitry concerned by the representatives (d its people. That is why 
we are anxious to see that no mistake is made in the selection of the 
peraonnel of this f’onference. We are anxious to see tliat only those 
who re 4 illy and truly represent the Indian people and are sympathetic 
with their political aims and aspirations are chosen for seats in the 
conference. To ensure this it is necessary that these pers^ms should 
come through election basis and should have just claims to represent 
•otne definite groups of Indian people. It cannot be denied that the 
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Indian National Conjrress has at present been commanding a great sway 
over the i)eople, an^J so it would be a very great mistake not to include 
its spokesmen in the Round Table Conference. What the effect of the 
present Sapru-Jayakar peace movement will be it is difficult to predict. 
We earnestly hope that their earnest efforts will succeed in bringing 
iibout an end of the civil disobedience movement and that Mahatma 
Uandhi and Pandit Motilal Nehru will agree to join the Round Table 
Conference. Without their co-oi)eration, we fear the present disturbed 
slate of affairs in our country will not cease and the efforts of the Round 
Table Conference will end in failure. 

Turning to other groups we feel it our duty to suggest to the Govern- 
ment of India that their ref>re,sentatives sliould be selected by the differ- 
ent councils which are undoubtedly based on elective principle. So 
Bengal ruight to be allowed to choose its representatives through this 
Bengal Legislative Council — the selection not being confined to its mem- 
bers only but extended to others outside it. 

Sir, to ensure siu'cess of the Round Table Conference II is Excellency 
the Viceroy is evidently anxious and even his most die-hard critics will 
admit that Ilis Excellency has been helping towards the successful ter- 
mination (»f the pea<’e movement. Let us hope that w’e will forget our 
differences and hel]) His Excellem’y the Viceroy in achieving this object, 
and in that connection we may ask this Government to allow the Bengal 
Legislative (’ouncil to select repre.seiitatives of Bengal to join the Pound 
Table Conference. 

With these remarks I support the resolution. 

4 p.m. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR BAHAMA: Sir, consideiing the imporf- 
ance of tlie renolution of my friend Mr. S. !M. Bose regarding the 
immediate establishmetjt tjf Dominion status, I beg to supiK)i*t the 
resolution. Sir, the time.s have been changing fast. Only a couple 
of years back there were three secli<*ns of people in the country^: one 
section had lost their faith in the Government, another section still 
retained a lingering faith in them and a third section, the biggest 
sectiiui, with their faith <»s<illating between the aye and no corridors 
of their minds; but, Sir, (he thoughts of men have so widened with 
the pr<K‘e.sa of the sun, that to-day there is only one section in the 
country pulsating with a new life of nationali.sm, burning with a 
desire to be masters in their own house. Sir, the other day I came 
acroi^ a band of men. both young and old, of the lalxiuring and 
artisan classes. I trie«l to persuade them to desi.st from taking part 
in the civil disobedience movement; but instead of listening to me 
they said: “Sir, we are fully convinced that if we must live we mu«t 
live like men. It is more desirable to be obliterated from the face of 
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the earth than drag a miserable existence under the present 
eircumstancee ; we do not know it we have heea followiujf a rijfht 
course, hut this we do know that we have Wen following those who 
for the amelioration of our condition ha\e been sacrificing their all 
and suffering imprisonment and sometimes even death.” 

Sir, there are a few people who think that this newly-horn sense of 
nationalism in the country is a weak, puking and muling child that 
can he crushed out of existence with little foire. Sir, so thought the 
Hakshasas of Ram and his followers; so thought Kansi of the puny 
child born of Dehaki within the stone walls of his j)ris()n; so thougiit 
the Pharisees and (tentiles of Jesus of Nazareth and his fishermen, 
and St) thought the inimical Arabs of the JVophet and his faithful 
followers; hut, Sir, we all know that future events belied all tho^e 
thoughts. 

Sir, this newly awakened sense of nationalism like a great flood 
has carried away our individual belongings of caste, creed and 
community, and the country stands waist deep in the current of 
nationalism. Sir, if there he any attempt to supjxirt the present system 
of Government on the frail i)illais of coinmumilism, illiterai'y and 
caste-system, it i> destined to he futile. "Fhose ])illars are already 
thinning away. The Hindu ami Mussilman are getting fully tire<l 
of the t(K)lishness of co(»king their meat with heams and rafters pulled 
down trom their own ronf*.. Sir, little reliance cnti he jilaced on the 
divergence of opifiion. Difference of opinion there will he ns long 
as there is tliinking- power in man; hut, Sir, every observer will fimi 
an unity in diversity in the present-day India, and we all know that 
that is the only unity possible in Iniman aft'iiirs all over the world. 

Sir, the fitness of the ]>eojde for self-government has h<*cn (juesfioned. 
But, Sir. by wlnon and on what sort of crucible is their fitness going to 
he tested? Not by the rulers alone on the crucible of convenience of 
administration nor by the people themselves on the crucible of 
immediate gJiin. I hold, Sir, that a Round Table ronference with 
true representatives of Irolia and Britiun is essentially necessary for 
ushering in the halcyon days of peaceful calm after these stormy days. 
But, Sir, as unfortunately many English words cliange their meanings 
in our fMK>r country' I would desire that the Round 'I’ulile l>e a irmnd 
table in the true sense of the word and not a sejuare table with (he 
complimentary' epithet of round. 

Sir, I venture to think that the ‘‘immediate establishment of full 
Dominion status*’ is the only solution of the Indian problem to-day. 
Sir, mincing matters or trickling justice will not do. Nothing less 
than Dominion status will satisfy the p<*ople and it should be 
established immediately, for I fear a few y^ears hence full Dominion 
status may hot be acceptable to the people. Sir, with these few words 
I beg to support the motion. 
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Dr« 8ir NtLRATAN SIRCARs So far as one can see the one nija 
of united India would be to serve as the vanguard of Asia as a memb^ 
of the British Commonwealth. While retaining her connection with 
Great Britain she would like to enter into bonds and relations of 
cultural, economic, social or political character with the rest of* Asia. 
For this purpose an expansion of the life of the Indian nation is 
necessary and we believe in the heart of our hearts that the great 
minds of Great Britain as well as other countries of the world are in 
sympathy with our aim. \W know that there are some difficulties in 
the way particularly on account ot differences amongst ourselves. 
But is there any country where similar difl:'ereiice.> do not or did not 
exist at one time or another ^ Almost every wheie there has been the 
question of inferests of a maj(»rity as against those of a minority; but 
somehow oi' other the (juestioii has been solved. Here in India are 
these difficulties insurmoimtnhie!'' I trust not. On the contrary there 
arc nioic points of agreenient between Hindus and Muhammadans than 
of differeme. f may he fiardoned for giving expression to my feelings 
in this respect — I feel that I am as much a member of the Hindu 
Community as <»f the Muhammadan ccmimunity — Kthnologically, 
racially, educationally, politically, eeonomiruilly, industrially and 
commercially, we are all on the same footing. There is only one 
point — and T am afraid that point has been very much accentuated — 
that of religion in regard to which there has been kept up much 
unpleasant difterence. At the present time the modern idea of pcditical 
development does not give an impoitant jilace to religion in any (*ountrv. 
Therefore T do not see why we Hindus and Muhammadans cannot 
form a composite nation for the pur|M>se of our jiolitical advancement, 
particularly when we find that this advancement is impossible without 
sucli combinatirin and without such fusion. Sir, watei tight 
f'ompartment.s, Ave know, Avould be fatal not only to one community or 
to the other also and to the whole nation, and thete is no room in the 
Indian nationality of Urn future for watertight compartments. Hindus 
and Muhammadans, we are all Indians, members of one whole nation 
and we are all interested in each and in the whole, and the whole is 
interested in the development and w’elfare of each of us; we must 
live each in the whole and the whole in each, and be united into one 
gi-eat Indian nation. I am afraid, that much has been made of 
ceWnin ostensible points of difference which howeA^er do not count 
much so far as political adA-ancement i.s concerned. True in India 
there are Hindus and Muhammadans. But what about the different 
reliiriona sects in other free countries? In Chinn, there are Buddhists, 
Muslims and the follomers of the religion of Confucius. In Japan there 
are Buddhists. Christians and Muhammadans. China and Japan are in- 
dependent countries. Regarding differences of another character we find 
such even in the Dominions of Great Britain. In Canada there are great 
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ditfersnces between different classes regarding various matters. In 
South Africa the population is after all more heterogeneous than 
homogeneous, I refuse to admit, and will continue to refu>e to Wlieve, 
that anybody should call India a heterogeneou> nation because tlio 
Hindus and Muhammadans have taken indepemlent lines in the puisuit 
of their* religion. Under these circumstances it is futile to hold that 
India should have no Dominion status l>ecanM* there i> leligious 
difference between the Hindus and the Muhammadans. 

I have only another point to make and it is sim]»l\ this: that our 
ideal is a greater India, serving us the vanguard of Asia in the 
British Commonwealth. We must say that we have heguii ti> ieel 
the impulse of ptditical self-coii>ciousness and what people find to-day 
here are the indications of our self-expn*ssi«)n and efVoils towards 
self-deteiniination. We hope to have our dreams materialised. We 
believe that Great Britain will help us in the future as she has helped 
iiN in the jia^t. There is at present neivonsuevs in some (|Uaiters but I 
do not see that there is any reason for ner^(»usness on any account. 

(At 4-1') p.m., the il was adjourned foi jnayer and it 

reassembled at 4-^2o p.m.) 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Sii, we are all in sympathy, as we 
(‘ould not but be. witli the resolution moved by Mr. S. M. Bo'-e. Sir, 
we have beard v<*rV many ^I)ee<•bes which hav»‘ dwelt on the various 
aspects of tliis <|uesti<»n. But while we are eritiei*iing what the Simon 
(’ommission lla^ done and what other Britishers have done, I woubl 
resp<‘ctfull.\ remind m\ countrymen of one little < ii(nmstance, which 
is Ihi^: That this task undertaken by the British in India, this task 
of deliberately initiating a flependem v into the pii\ileg(*s (d freedom, 
is a vpiiitual enterprise whicli is without a fiarallel in history. 

4~10 p.m. 

If we leave out the single example of Koine’s enfranchisement of 
her Kinpire in her hour <d decline, then we have to admit that this is 
the first attempt in history that we find of a nation— an Imperial 
nation — deliberately addre.ssing herself to the task of initiating a 
country which has so long been a dependency into the privileges of 
freedom. And it must al.so be remembered l»y my countrymen that 
we are not compelling England to do it by means of an armed 
insurrection. It ennnot be said that England is initiating this policy 
on account of a very big revolution that we Indians have encompassed, 
or that we have so ordered our forces and resources in India 
that t^ British are doing it absolutely out of fear. Therefore, T 
think Ae meed of praise is due to the British that they are introducing 
freedom into this cemntry without being compelled to do so, so ta 
apoalc, at the point of the hayovoi, 
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Now, Sir, I would also remind my countrymen that when the 
British introduced the Reforms ten years back, they seemed to do 
it in a spirit of sincerity, begotten of a faith in India's right to 
freedom. 1 remember vividly a few of the incidents that took place 
immediately after the introduction of the Reforms in India. Lord 
Ronaldshay, the then Governor, asked His Excellency the pisesent 
Governor, who was then the Chief Secretaiy', to write to me and 
request me on his behalf to ask Mr. Aurobindo Ghosh to come back 
to Bengal. After that we had an amnesty, and grant of pardon to 
those who had ranged tliemselves in deadly earnest against British 
rule, and had been sent to the Andamans and other places; and they 
were ac^tually brought back to India and allowed the liberty of the 
ordinaiy citizens, burther, the fact that 1 cannot forget, Sir, is that 
Mr. Gourlay, at the instance of Lord Chelmsford, hou.sed and fed for 
six months those young men who came from the deportation (‘entres 
and the Andamans and from internment areas, and not only housed 
and fed them but protected them from that police zoolvm to which 
they would have been subjecded had they been stranded on the streets. 
Then, again, Sir, I remember vividly — and T make ]K)ld also to remind 
my countrymen — that the Reforms as they were inaugurated in 
Bengal did not fail; because we remember that within a short space 
of three years, the late Sir Surendranath Banerjea was able to convert 
the greatest corporate body in Bengal, next only to the Government 
of Bengal itself — namely, tlie Corporation of ('alcutta, frcmi an official 
into a democratic body. The transformation that he was able to carry 
out was by reason of the fact that the Reforms had vested him with 
the pow(*rs of doing it. He had for a long time declaimed against the 
ofiicialisation of the (Udcutta Corporation, bu^ only succeeded in 
bringing about the change that w’o now see in it, because of the 
powMus that the Reforms hud vested him with. And, Sir, when the 
Swanij party of Bengal w’ent to the Corporation to work it, and not 
to wn‘ck it, they demonstrated finally that the Reforms did not fail 
but were a success, because it was an absurd thing for the Mayor of 
the Calcutta Corporation to say that the Reforms had worked nothing, 
after a(*knowledging the fact that it was Ivecause of the Reforms that he 
w'Hs the Mayor of Calcutta. Now, the controversies are over, ten 
years have gone by, and we have the Simon Commission’s Report. A 
good deal of eriticism has l»een made on the work of the Commission 
— it has been made quite rightly — but at the same time I wish to ask 
my countrymen to remember the fact that when they take up 
a piece of constructive legislation, when they take up the 
task of political construction, they cannot bring to hear on it the 
tone and spirit of the propagandist. The method of a bttffder of a 
atatesman must be fundamentally different from the method of a 
political propagandist. The propagandist puts the real in lerOis of 
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the ideal, puts the pi-esent in terms of the future, in order to arouse 
enthusiasm in those amongst whom he works. The political architect 
has to address himselt to the task of building up a political fabric 
and he must keep to the real and the actual in the manner and spirit 
of the man of science; he cannot build in the air any more than the 
building architect can build in the air. If we could subject ourselves 
to this healthy discipline, then we should be com|>elled to acknowledge 
the fact that' the three ditbculties that the Simon Commission have 
brought forward for consideration are the difliculties abicli we must 
confront and surmount if we want India to be a Dominion. It is no use 
merely crying out against the Simon Commission be.ause they placed 
the obstacles before us. Before we .•an get to our goal, we must get 
info touch with, get to know, all the obstacles that he on our path, 
because it is only liy realising the obstacles, ami comiuering them 
that we can get to our goal; and it is from this point of view (bat 1 
say the Simon Commission's work has l«-en very useful. The Simon 
Commission themselves say that they have c.dleeted the ninlerials for 
the consideration of the Hound Table Conference. 

Let ns look the three difficulties in the face. The first is the case 
of the Imliaii rmices M> fiieml Dr. Sen (iupta spoke ye-terday, as 
a constitutional la«>ei. letening to vaiious instances where 

Protectorate States have In into demoi riK ies ; but surely 

he cannot foiget the fact that the Princes are there- very much there ; 
and that then- are treaties between Kngland and those Princes which 

cannot be got ovei b> aiiv nnt of speechification on our part in 

this Council 01 anv othei Council. Therefore. If we really want an 
Indian Dominion, we have got to go to the Princes, have to get into 
conversations with them and come to an agreement with them before 
we can get Dominion status. Prom the way my friend Dr. Sen f.upta 
spoke T thought that he almost regietted the fait that T,ord fanning 
and his suece.,sors bad not carried out Lord Dalhousie's policy o 
annexation, so that the whole of India would have been marked red 
instead of being marked otheiwise to-day. and the difficulty of the 
Princes would not have confronted us in the way it does. However 
we may wish otheiwise there it is. and no Indian who really desires to 
attain Dominion status can denv the fact that before India can attain 
to it the British part must come to an agreement or understanding 
with the other pari of India, as the very condition precedent to the 
attainment of Dominion statufi. 

The next point is that the Simon Commission have dfine \is a 
aijfnal semVe hy fortissinjr our attention on the second difficulty that 
stands in the wav of our attainment of Dominion status— 
namely, the Hindu-Muhammadan difficulty. Here is a difficulty that 
liits us in the face, and what is the point of talkinjr platitudes as if 
ihk difficulty did not existf Here, apratn, T submit, is an instance m 
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whicli the Simon Commission have administeied a very healthy dose of 
physic to both ol us, Hindus and Muhammadans. Now, ike 
question they have put in this: Are you Muhammadans going to make 
it an albindia or a provincial question h If you want to make it an 
ail'India question, that is to say, if you are going to say that all 
over India the Mnimmniadaiis iiiu^t he given representations on the 
Councils which would be in excess of their numerical propoi*tion in 
the totality of the provinces, then as you aie in a majority in Bengal 
and in the Punjab, you have got to sacrifice your majority in order 
to give weiglitage to yrmr fellow-religionists in those provinces where 
they are almost helpless, and woubl sink to absolute impotence if 
they were not going to have that weiglitage. On the other hand, if 
my Muhammadan brethren will make it a provincial question then 
this difficulty will disappear. So far as Bengal is concerned there 
are no difficulties. If the Muhammadans are not getting a majority 
representation now they eould easily get such a lepreseiitation by 
coming through the general electorate — that is what the Simon 
(Jommission suggest. It the Muhammadans want t(» have the advantage 
of their maj(»rity in the l^unjah and Bengal the\ (an have it, hut 
they must have it on the ha^is of a jo nt electorate. The logic is 
clear. In my humble estimation th(‘ (lue^tion ot i e])i esentation (»f 
Miihammudans in the Council is really a juovincial (»ne, and 1 submit 
each province will solve it by itself. As far as Muliammadans and 
"Hindus of Bengal are concerned, my respectful s\jggestu»n is that we 
should have a joint electorate, with an ecjual numbci tif '•«*ats le^ened 
for the Hindus and Muhammadans on this Coumil If \^t‘ resei^e 
seats in the jir^qunt ion of ott and ot) between Hindus and Muhammadans, 
tin’ll theic can he no objection to having a joint elei torati’ toi s(.u(ling 
the representatives. But here is a point which we have i>()t to discuss 
and agree upon before we talk glibly of Dominion status. 

Thirdly, there is another point. Sir, which also raises a very great 
diffi(’ulty, and which also must be faced by us before we attain Dominion 
status, and that is the difficulty nlsmt the British soldier. Mr. Travers, 
with his usual British hliuitness, has told us that the British soldier 
will not serve under an Indian Oovernment. It is a difficulty that 
confronts you and me; confronts nil of us — a difficulty, to the solution 
of which we have got to address ourselves. If the British soldier 
really persists in his refusal to serve under an Indian Government, 
it is difficult to see how we are going to solve the problem of Dominion 
status. But my respectful submission is that further di.scussion 
Wtween the Knglish and the Indian will l>e Imund to lead to the 
solution of this diffimilty. I do not and cannot imagine why the 
British soldier will refuse to serve under an Indian Government, 
while the British civil servant is already doing so, owing to the splendid 
discipline which is the characteristics of his race. We know that 
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there «re many civilians serviu^r under Indian ministers. Since the 
inaugnration of the Reforms we have witnessed the speitacle of 
English members of the Indian Civil Service — the most exclusive and 
aristwratic service in the world — consenting to serve under Indian 
ministers. If an English member ot the Indian Civil Service, a very 
gifted member of the race, is willing to serve under an Indian 
Government, I submit, Sir, the objection of the British soldier to serve 
in the same way under an Indian Government must disappear if he 
is made to realise the position. Besides, I ma\ remind the House, 
Sir, that such an attitude is out of keeping with Great Britain's post- 
war polity. Vp to the time ot the Great War, England may be said 
to have been a Christian country within her luirders, and Cicsunst or 
Im]>erialist outside. She had affected up till then to draw a dividing 
line between \rhttemanity and humanity, and conform to one code of 
morality for the European and (piite another for the non-European. 

4-4o p.ra. 

[Here the meinlK‘r reat died h:s tinie-liiiiit, but wii" allowed to 
prtaeed tor a few minutes more.} 

But that di>tim’tion wa,^ delibeiately wiped out by her alter the 
war 1»\ her comessKui tn India ot the ii).*li1 to freedom. Sin* has 
departed from the dual code since IJMft. It exists no hmger— nothing 
reniain> of it. haigland loid^s up no longer t(» the Ciesiii.s of Rome; 
she tunn*d her ga/.e— the eye ol hei- ‘-pint — on the Divine Mailyr on 
the ('io>s on tin* day that '^he led India by the iiand on tin* road to 
freed(»m. On and tiom tin* ‘JOtii Ai gu*<t. DH7. she has Christ laniHed 
her politn*'. And I would app<‘al to tin* Engli'liiiian in'\(‘r to fiuget 
tile greatest of all facts that the path of ('hrist <loes lead away from 
the path of Impel ;al Home. The ess»*nco of the creed of Christ is 
equality between man and man — wbiih England dared to |>rofdairn in 
India on the memorable date — and it i'. the negation of flip ImiierinliRt 
creed of dominion of man over niuii which had l<*d to the formnlation 
of that horrible distinction between man ainl white man in the era 
preceding tin* war. I am quite hopeful. Sir. quite fiptimistic, that 
in course of time the difficulty created by tin* attitude of tin* British 
iWildier will disappear in the same way a.s difficulties have disappeared 
in the matter of sulwrdination of English civilians. 

These are the three difficulties that exist. We had better t^ke 
count of them, grapple with them and solve them. I appeal to those 
who are going to the Round Table Conference to forget the distinction 
hetween themselves, to meet and discuss the.se things together and try 
to come to some solution before they go over to England. If is only 
after they have been aide to get oser the^e difficulties that they will 
be able to tell England **give us Dominion stntna/ 
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I do not know 'whether it would be relevant for me to address an 
appeal to Mr. Gandhi and to the two Nehrus also to consider these 
difficulties, which they also have felt at one time or another, and try 
to remove them. Mr. Gandhi and the Nehrus could now sit at the 
Round Table Conference without having to feel at any time that Sir 
John Simon was looking over their shoulders, and should now be able 
to put before the Conference their plan, their scheme, of political 
development which may have absolutely nothing to do with the Simon 
Repoi-t. If their plans are superior to the plans of the Simon 
Commission they should find acceptance in the Conference in 
preference to the proposals (»f the Repoit. 

In the second place with my limited intelligence I tail to under- 
stand what distinctions couhl be said to exist now between Mr. 
Gandlii and Lord Irwin. Mr. Gandhi w'ants Dominion status with 
an intermediate (»r transitional period. The Viceroy also says that the 
goal of Ibitish pf)licv is Dominion status, but it is not to be just now. 
What is the difference between the two pronouncements'^ One says he 
would have Dominion status, but not now. and the other says I want 
Dominion status at once, but I am not fit for it now. That being so. 
it strikes me that we are wasting tlie substance of India on a mere 
verbal war. There is very little difference between what the Viceroy 
says and Mr. (bindhi says. T appeal to Mr. Gandhi to consent to go to 
the Round Table Conference so that he may do there exactly the 
kind of work that is needed to remove all the obstacles that .stand in 
the way of our getting Dominion status. 


Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I am glad that the discussion 
of this resxdution has brought us fa(e to face with the problem of the 
Indian constitution. I am glad that my fiicnd, Klian llaliadur Mauivi 
Assizul Haipie, has given notice of an amendment which ho.s been 
iK'cepled by you about the i acini points of view that confront many of 
us here. As regards the points that have been rai-^d by my friend, Mr. 
Chutterjee, T will deal with them later. T will begin b\ saying that the 
resolution whii’h deals with the Round Table Conference is one which 
18 of paramount impcwtance at the [ire.sent day. You know, Sir, that 
the last Conservative Government, before it went out of office, caught 
at the last straw by appointing a Commission as if they had the premoni- 
tion of what was coming: That Commission was appointed in the teeth 
of opposition of all the Indian members ; and when it came, it was not 
liked by any body, as you are all aware, except by its own countrymen. 
The Commission went from one town to another and as has been very 
aptly expressed with the running accompaniment of sticks and stones: 
it was boycotted by every body and was not supported, either by the 
Congress or by the Liberal As.sociation. I was listening the other day 
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to an expression from one of my European friends that they are Simple 
Simons. I think he was referring; to the Nursery rhyme which says— 
Simple Simon met a pieman, 

Goinp to the fair, 

Said Simple Simon to the pieman, 

JiCf me taste your vare. 

Said the pieman to Simple Simon, 

Show me first your penny, 

Said Siin[)le Simon to the pieman, 

Indeed I have not any. 

The Simple Simon that came here lias openly said and has clearly estab- 
lished in its report fliat it has goi nothin^*' to f^ive U'. It wants our 
co-operation — it want.^ n^ to he partners in tlie Empire and it also wants 
us to he memhers of the llriti^Ii f’ommoinvealth, hut it has not a ptmny 
to throw in exchany-e for this commodit\. I will, therefore, say that 
a very svmputlietic Vii eroy in ( ollahoiation with the present Government 
of En^dand has ri^ditly said that the Simon Commission Hejiort is not 
the only document who li is to he lookeil into in framin^^ a constitution 
for India He has declared tliat there is to he a Itonnd Table Conference 
where the whide matter ^^ouhl he thieshed out and discussed, and as an 
outcome of tliat deliberation the <'on‘*titutuni that may he arrived at will 
be siijiported l*y G(»vernment. I d«» not know whether the Labour 
Government will v»*ntnre danjj'eronsly ahead and he on the side of 
Indian asjnrations ami will live to teconl its vote in favour of the rejiort 
(tt the Hound Table ('ontcreiice. I am afiaiil that it may out in tlieir 
attempt t<» helji India ami tlie Hiitish Empire out of their diflicnltieH. 
Whether that thin;: ma> come to pa>s or not, at present we may leave it 
out of consideration. We are a;rieed with Mr. Chatterjee that a solution 
ou;:ht to he arrived at between ourselves, Himlns and MuhammadauH, 
before, we to the Hound Table f ‘ont<*ience and if we can so arrive at 
a solution amon;rst ourselves, we can then present a united front and 
make a united demand which, 1 am confident, no aHsemhIy will he able to 
deny us. 

As re;:urds the [xiint of view whicli has been mooted by many of the 
Speakers here about cominunalism and such other tliin;:s, I wouhi like 
to say that Mr. Chatterjee has ri;:htly hit the point. However inurdi we 
may deplore it, it is certainly there. We must confront it and attempt 
to make a solution of it, if we really want to achieve our end. That is 
the point of view that has been presented by the members on this side 
of the House — I mean the MuhamiiiadanH. Mr. Chatterjee points out 
that we must he lo;?ical. We must either have the Moslems of India 
consideretl as a whole or the Moslems of all the provinces con- 
sidered by themselves. If we consider the Moslems of India as a 

whole, we must face the simple fact that, considered as a whole, 

we are in a minority and should exist as such. If that it to, 
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I r«ally confess. I do not know. Tt looks a counterfeit logic 
intended by an astute lawyer to make people understand what they 
do not really understand. If we take province by province, we require 
a little weightage in other provinces where we are in a minority. But 
in this province where we are in the majority, we must have 50 per 
cent, or half. He forgets that even by adding weightage we, the 
Muhammadans, are already in the minority; it does not matter whether 
a few persons are added or not. No substantial advantage is given to 
the Muhammadans. They will always be in the minority and whenever 
any voting takes place, the Moslem will be in the minority. I, there* 
fore, protest against the acceptance of tliis principle altogether in the 
conference to be held that since we have been given weightage in the other 
provinces we should reduce our majority and go down to equality, so 
that if there be any diversion of a single vote from our side, we may not 
carry our point. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: On n point of order, Sir. I suggested 
that, if the Muhammadans of Bengal want to get in in any majority, 
let them do so on the basis of a joint electorate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid that was an explanation, and not 
n point of order, Mr. Chat ter jee. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: T do not know whetlier Mr. 
Chatterjee has corrected me on my point or whetlier I may go on with 
my point How<‘ver, S'r. T agree with what he said and T still say that 
wc, in the Bengal Ijcgislative Council, shall not allow our ideas to go 
be\ond the boundaries ot our piovime to consider the (picstion of 
Muhaminadan represefitation fr<»m the stand-point of an all-Indin one. 

e are now considering the (]uesl(on of Bengal alone and what arrange- 
ments we are going to make in Bengal where ae aie in the majority 
nci'ording to the last I'ensus^ If that is ^o. I ask: What aie we going 
to gety Are we going to get a share in the adiniuist^ation aeeording 
to our number or are we not? That is the point. The larger question 
of the constitution in other ]>rovinees is not our concern. We should 
confine ourselves to Bengal ahme. I think that if Mr. Chatterjee will 
follow up his logic a little furthei, he will find that to do justice to 
ourselves, the Moslem c-ommunity must have a majority — whether it be 
by a joint electorate or by a .separate electorate, is a matter of detail 
which can be settled afterwards. Let us first of all determine the 
principle upon which to act and let us then work out the details. If 
the representation is to be by a joint electorate as suggested by Mr. 
Chatterjee, Sir, T have not the least objection to what he says provided 
the principle is established once for all that our majority must not be 
reduced to the position of a minority as was done in the past. 
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Sir, I for a moment do not yield to any one in my love of the 
country — the country where I was horn. The point is whether 1 
should call myself a Mussalman or an Indian irrespective of any other 
consideration. If I am an orthodox Mussalman. I must tell Mr, 
Chatterjee that our relijfion enjoins that I must lovo m\ country. It is 
part of my reli^rion and part of my faith that I must love m\ country. 
I do not like to quote any text, but I may tell him that the text says 
that the si^jrn of a true Mussalman is that he loves his (‘(mntr\. There- 
fore, Sir. I yield not a whit less in my love of the couritry to any one 
else in this Hou>e. Hut my love has an ideal and I must strive after 
that ideal. 

6 p.m. 

Freedom is a desirable thin;,'' as an ideal, but comin;? to material thin^fs 
ami a pruf tical i«lealism freedom is also desirable becuu.se it ensures 
freedom of one*'' <onv ctions. freedom of one’s institutions atid freetlom 
of one’s ways of livin^r. Therefore, Sir, I woiibl submit that I must 
have freedom ail the sime. hut alonju' with freeilom I must know that 
that fieedom en*^ure^ to me freedom as rei^anls my ideal and us rep’urds 
my iiistitutMui^ I do not for a moment ay-ree with those of my friendii 
who advise me not to have an\tliin;^ to do with my Kuiopeaii friends. 
I wfuild fell su( h fnemls, if tliere are any, who support Dominion status 
or anyth'iiir el>e which would jierpetuate the slavery of our race, that 
they aie hac kiUL’’ the vroiiijr horse* I am reminded of a j>assa;jfe in one 
of Kiplin;:‘s works which is as tollows — 

“bast niflit you suore our voya^^e was done, 

Hut seaward still we ^i-o; 

And now you tell me of a secret jmcl . 

You made with an (»peii foe. ’ 


I am not one ot those who liave made a secret f)a»'t with an ojien feje. 
Let not my friends he displeased with me toi my fraiikiieMs. I must 
tell them that whatevei communahst Miihuiiimadans may talk of, in 
their heart ot hearts tliey are ardent nationalists, who yield to none in 
their love of the country and who are prepared to sacrifice their own 
interests for the sake of their country. I do not, therelore, think ill 
of my European friends. I do not like that they should ever leave us. 
They should live with us as citizens of the Hritisli Emjiire. We want 
their co-operation in building up the future India. AVe think that with 
that co-operation we shall be able to build it up much more easily than 
it would be possible for ns to do without it. They are the sons of ft 
free country.. They have been initiated in the school of freedom from 
the very start of their life. They know how a free man should behave, 
and from them we should laam how to behave as free men. 1 WOnldj^ 



EES0LUTI0N8. 


[20rH Auo., 


5^8 

therefore, request them to live in our countr}’ even if complete freedom 
IB j^ained by us. There are many free countries in which Englishmen 
live — there is France, there is Japan and there is China. In China 
they live even in the midst of serious dangers to tlieir lives. Why 
should not they live here as they live in those countries? They should 
live here along with us as fellow-subjects of Ilis Majesty if Dominion 
status is given. And in case we secure independence in the meantime, 
they will live with us as members of a free nation living in another 
free country. I would protest against any suggestion that as soon as 
Indians get freedom, they would confiscate the property of the Europeans 
or usurp their bank balances. I have no doubt tliat they will continue 
U) live happily in this country in full enjoyment of their bank balances 
and their property if they respect the feelings of tlie jieople of this 
country. 

flleje the ineiiil)er, liiiving reacheil his time-limit, resumed hi-^ seat.] 

The following amendiiieiit of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aziziil Haque 
was then put and agreed to: — 

“That after the words ‘Central Government’ in the resolution of 
Rai Baluidur Kamini Kumar Das, the following words be inserted, viz., 
‘with i)roper safeguards of the Moslem and all minority interests.’ ’’ 

The resolution of Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das, as amended by 
the CouiH'il, was then put. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: On a ])oint of order, Sir. JIo'W 
can one possibly ask for full n*spon.sible government and at the same 
time ask for safeguar<Is for minorities? They seem to be contradictory. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that full self-government, if at all 
given, may be with such restrictions to begin with us will fulfil the 
intentions of the mover of the resolution. 1 think this is not a point 
of order at all. The resolution stands as it is, anti it is for the Council 
either to accept it or to reject it. It is nt>t possible for the Chair to 
intervene and alter any resolution or amendment which has been tabled 
by any individual member of the House. Further, as I have already 
said, this is not absolutely impossible as you seem to think. 

The following motion M'as then agreed to: — . 

“This (\miicil rei'ommends to the Government to communicate to 
His Majesty's Government in England, through the Government of 
India, that in the opinion of this (‘ouncil full responsible Government 
in the provinces as well as in the Central Government with proper 
safeguards of the Moslem and all minority interests should be established 
withoiit delay so that India may In* placed in the same status as the 
fielf*governing dominions of the British Commonwealth.” 
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The resolution of Mr. S. M. Bose was then put aud a divisiou taken 
with the following result: — 


Ali, Maulvi Hattan. 

Banarji, Rai Bahadur Kathab Chandra. 
Ba»u, Babu 4atindra Nath. 

Baau, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Boaa« Mr. t. M. 

Chattarjaa, Mr. B. C. 

Ohaudhuri, Dr. dagandra Chandra. 

Dat, Babu tatyandra Kumar. 

Daa, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Dhoaa, Dr. Amulya Ratan 
Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Haqua, Kaii Emdadul. 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Moaharjaa, Mr. lyamaproaad. 

Nag. Babu tuh Lai. 

Nag, Rawarand B. A. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 


Bakah, Maulvi Shaik Rahim. 

Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Batir Uddin, Maulvi Mohammad. 

Burn, Mr. H. H. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Alimuxzaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hahzur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Oaman Haidar. 
Chowdhury, Haji Badt Ahmad. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohan, Mr. O. J. 

Coopor, Mr. C. 0. 

Dain, Mr. D. R. 

Euaufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Failullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Porraatar, Mr. 4. Campball. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Naqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. 
Hoaain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hoaaain, Maulvi Muhammad. 


Poddar, Bath Hunuman Proaad. 

Raikat, Mr. Proaanna Dab. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu tatiah Chandra. 
Rout, Babu Hoaani. 

Roy, Babu Haribanaa. 

Roy, Babu tatyandra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 

Samad, Maulvi Abdua. • 

San, Rai Sahib Akahoy Kumar. 

San Qupta, Dr. Naraah Chandra. 

Singh. Srijut Taj Bahadii**. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
of Naahipur. 

Siroar, Or. Sir Nilratan. 


Muq. Khan Sahib Maulvi Baziul. 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Faxl-ul. 

Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaztam AM. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Lai Muhammad, HaJi. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

MeClutkio, Mr. E. T. 

Muliiok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Rahman, Maulvi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Sarkar, Sir dadunath. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Sumnar, Mr. C. R. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 


Thi Ayes being .‘15, and the Noes 41, the motion was lost. 


p.m. 

Noikhali-Hitiya-Sandwip talagraphic oonnaction. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi BAZLUL HUQ: I beg to move that thi» 
Couneil recommends to the Government to urge upon the (iovemment 
of India, thp most pressing and unavoidable neressity of opening tele- 
graphic connection with the mainland and the islands of Hatiya and 
Sandwip, in the district of Noakhali. 
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The resolution is self-explanatory and I am sure requires no elaborate 
diBcuBHiofj. The islands of Hatiya and Sandwip are situated in the 
mouth of the notorious river Meghna which forms a part of the Bay of 
Beuffal. They are in existence from time immemorial. Hatiya is 
about 175 and Sandwip about b'tO square miles in area. Population 
accordinj,^ to the last census is 71,208 and 124,884, respectively, that is 
in all about two lakhs. These are very healthy places. But the com- 
munication with the mainland, sperially during? the months of April to 
October, is exceedingly hazardous and irregular. The sea becomes very 
boisteroiis especially when monsoon sets in. The only safe passage to 
the mainland is by steamer. Though they are a part of the district 
of Noakhali the people have to travel (hniugli (’hittagong from where 
steamers run. Dtiring foul weather and winds, steamers do not dare to 
leave the shores. Intending paseengeis and even mails have to wait for 
days together. Tlie roughness of the sea cuts ofl the communication 
and nobody dares to undertake perilous journeys. Even during the 
w'i liter season wlien naturally the sea a.ssumes a calmer appearance 
disasters befall to passengers, when all on a suddeji a small cloud appears 
in tlie sky and the win<l blows. Not many \ears ago, a Sub-Registrar 
very narrowly escaped from the bosom of the sea He hud to pas.s a whole 
December night and a jiart of the following day in the watery bed of 
the Sandwip channel. He was providentially saved. Such cases are 
not rare. Very Tecentl\ another luiat capsized. Just consider the 
miserable plight of the passengers. 

J’hese islands Imve got 2 Munsifs' offices, 8 Sub-Kegistrars’ offices, 
♦f thaiias. 2 Khas Mahal offices, 2 High English Si hooK, Co-operative 
Banks, Sub-Deputy Magistrates’ otfices and sub-po>t offices and 
tour dispensaries and so on. The inhabitants are very adventurous. 
They flock in numbers to different parts ot Burma, Siam, Singapore, 
Mesopotamia and adorn inland steamer'' as seraiigs. timlals, khalasis 
and sea-going steamers as las< ars, etc. They go to different parts of the 
world to earn tlieir livelihood. Their s(»ns send from different parts of 
the country enormous money by po.stal money orders Want of tele- 
graphic communication has been very keenly felt. Petitions utter 
petitions had been submitted to (iovernment. Thev cried very hoarse 
but to no (‘ffect. In these flays of civilisation and scientifif' improve- 
ments when impossibilities have beeome realities, is it not a pity that 
these islands should remain so backward as not to have telegraphic 
communication even!*^ Is it not a slur on the good administration of 
the Government.'^ These islamls which Providence has cut asunder and 
separated from the mainland should at least get an easy means of sending 
and getting news at least during the Iwisterous days of the sea. 

Sir, the importance of this resolution cannot be overestimiited. The 
need is unavoidable and the claim is a very legitimate one. Govern- 
ment is bound to dispense even-handed justice in all matters connected 
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with the comforts, convenience and happiness of its subjects. The poor, 
the si^ly and the disabled sons jret the jireatest attention of their 
parents. But unfortunately liere, the ease is quite the reverse. The 
cries oflii pse unlucky islanders are too feeble to reach the lofty Inlls of 
Simla. Just consider the pitiable condition of these unfortunate 
subjects of the Crown, who are deprived of the manifold advantajres of 
the scientific world. 1 beseech you in the name of humanity to 
seriously consider the matter. 

Sir, in rej)ly to my question, the other day, the lloirble Mr. Marr 
was pleased to admit, in this House, the exi>tence of inconveniences and 
possibility of hurdshij) on account of there beinjr no telegraphic ('om- 
inunication, but at the same time declined to take any remedial steps 
to remove the admitted inconveniences and jrrievances of the unlm ky 
islanders on the usual plea of financial striiiffency. This is what I 
anticipated to be the answer. It is a favourite plea with the Govern- 
ment to avtiid an unavoidable demand. It is a very lame excuse. We 
find many bi^'^^^er projects are beinjr taken up daily and will be taken 
up in future, but tlu.s most uiTfent and pressing <lemand will remain 
where it was these lot) years of British Kaj uncared for. Does it not 
sh(>w tlmt Government have no «:enmne desire to take up the matter? 
Is it not clear that Governmerit have not the will and hence they could 
not fin<l out the way? .\m I tr) undei stand. Si?, that theie were 
financial difficulties dunnjr these lot) years ot British rule.'^ II not may 
I know wh\ this most important subject was left uncared for. If your 
plea be ;?enuine, let us l>e driven an assurance — and a ]>ositive assurance 
— that Government will undmtake tlie work us soon as financial 
clifhculties will be over and in no distant future. This is a le^’itirnate 
demand who li sliould under no circumstance be tramplml under foot 
and should under no circumstance be i^rnored. 

With these te\\ words, .Sir, I }»e^^ t<» cmnmend rn^ resolution f(» the 
accejitance of the House. 

Mr. L. G. PINNELL: Sir, the terms of this n*solutiori are that 
this Government should uiye upcm the tjovernment of India the most 
pressing and unavoidahle necessity of opening telegraphic connection 
with the mainland and the islands of Hutiya and Sandwip, in the district 
of Noakhali. I would point out to the mover of the resolution that 
there i.s one way, and only one way in which this Government can 
influence the Government of India, and that in to nay that if the inhabi- 
tants of tho.ne place.n do not pay the bill Goveriiment will pay. The 
bill that is required to be paid in the cane of Sandwip in for almiit 
Rs. 8,500 each year, and in case of Hatiya about Rn. 19,800. In 1921 
the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr (now Sir John Kerr) in replying to a niinilar 
resolution, while paying a tribute to the loyalty and hardihood of the 
inhabitants, felt obliged to say that Oovernment could not nee its way 
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to commit itself to expenditure on that account. In 1921 Government 
was required to pay only half of the bill. Since then Government is 
required to pay the bill in full. I need not labour the point. It has 
been brought out by replies to many resolutions; and Government is 
certainly not better off now than in 1921. Now, Sir, Government is 
prepared to admit iiHonvenieiue not only to the people but to the 
administration; but Government cannot undertake to foot that bill. 
The hon’ble mover asks for an assurance that Government will tube this 
'matter up if and when financial conditions permit and at no distant 
future. So far as Sandwip is <-oncerned the first part of that assurance 
can be given, that Government will <*onsider this matter if and when 
financial j‘onditions permit. The second ]>art of the assurance, namely, 
us to the distance of the future in which that can be done cannot be 
given. As regiiids Hatiya, it will be observed that the cost is more than 
double, and it would lx* premature to make any statement about Hatiya 
until the actual working of the Sandwip has been observed. I trust 
that the mover of this resolution will recognise that Government has 
gone as far us is possible and will not press this matter. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Maulvi Hazlul Ilmj was tlien put and lost. 

The following resolutions were not put as they were covered by 
Ijrevious decisions of the (V)uncil : — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: This Council recommends 
to the Government to take immediate* steps to introduce a Bill to 
amend the ratni Sale Ln^^ of Ib'ugal (llemgal lb*gulation A’lII of 1819) 
principally under the following heads : — 

(i) to provide for .setting aside the sale in consonance with the 
principles t*nunciate*d in se*ction 174 of tin* lh*ngal Tenancy 
A< t (A('t VIII «»f IH*S')) ami onlei 21. rule vS9 of the first 
seheduU' to the ('ivil I*ro<edure (Vale (Art A’ of 1908) and 
section 22 of the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act^ 
1913 (Bengal Act HI of 1913) : 

{ii) to provide fur .separation of shares of Patni Taluqs held in 
common by opening of separate accounts in accordance with 
the principles of Revenue Sale Law (Act XI of 18o9), and 
(ill) to make other imudental changes.” 

Blbu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: “This Council recommends to 
the Government to communicate to His Majesty’s (lovernment in 
England through the Government of India that in the opinion of this 
Coiwieil full revspousihle government in the province.s as well as in the 
Central Government should he established as early as possible so that 
India may be placed in the same status as the self-governing dominions 
of the British Common wealth.** 
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Mr« SAILE8WAR SINGH ROY* This Council rccoininends to 
the Government to raise the recurriujr prrant to the Carmichael Medical 
Collejre md Hospitals, Calcutta, from Its. oO.OOO tt) Hs. 1.00,0(10 per 
annum. 


Provision for Moslem Education. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I he^ to move that this Council 
recjinmends to the Government that it he declared as a settled policy 
of Government to set apart every year a sum of ruj)ees ten lakhs for 
the advancement of Muslim education and that a he/^iiiiiiji^ h«‘ made 
hy makirijj: j»ro vision for the amount, and for this purjH)se, in the forth- 
coming Hudp-et. 

I feel that with a Muhammadan Minister in char^jc' of the Depart- 
ment of Education, very many words will not be needed for me to 
commend my res(dution to his acceptance. The resolution itself is 
divisible iiito two pait*'. In tlie first place I am movin^f this resolution 
for a declaration of |w>licy by Government that funds be set apart f(>r 
the ftdvanc'enierit of Moslem edueation in Henpal. Secondly, I move 
that as an eani(‘st of the intentifin ot Government, a be^^inninji: sbould 
be made for making' a provision in the budget this year. As re^^ards 
the first nait I am sure the Hoiride Minister is aware that there have 
been declarati(»ns by Government from time to time that it is a part 
af their poli<y to set apart funds f(jr the special enr-ourapement of 
Moslem educatif)!!. In the year I88‘i the Education (Commission ret’om- 
mended, ainonj^ other matters, that havinjr regard to the backwardness 
of Moslems in the field nf education. Government should realise that 
assistance tor the advancement of Moslem education should always be 
rep^rded as a le^ntimate cbar^^e on Municipal, Local and Public funds. 
The Commission further recommended that a ^rraduafed system of 
sj’holar'shi ps should be stalled tor belpinjr poor Muhaininadan students. 
It is flow uearK ot) vear^ siiu*e the ( oniiiiis^ion made its recommeiida- 
tions. ami I think 1 do not exa^^jerate when I say that beyond makiti|? 
merely a bojrinninj?, Government have not done anythinf^ substantial 
towards grivin^^ effect to the recommendations of the Commission in these 
two material particulars. T ask the Hon ’hie Minister to realise the 
advance that has been made in the field of education by Muhammadan 
atudents and the necessity, therefore, of increasing the jcrant. Once 
the principle is accepted, I would further ask him to consider whether 
the time has not come for the redemption of such solemn pledges. I 
am sure the Honlile Miniver, in the course of his reply, will ^rive us 
the usual dishearfeninj? answer that there are no funds. Ther« are 
certainly no /unds for thin^ which are not of p^at importance, but 
I think funds ou^rht to be forthcoming for the purpose of fulfilling the 
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Bolemn promises made, and for the purpose of carrj^ing out one of the 
most primal y duties for which Government itself exists. It may be 
said that merely* setting apart a sum of money will not do. The 
Government rejdy generally is that before they make provision in the 
budget they should have a scheme. But, Sir, that is one convenient 
way of shirking responsibility. I say that schemes or no schemes, 
money can at once be set apart for the creation of a number of scholar- 
ships. I do not know if the Hon’ble Minister remembers that in 1927, 
when the late \[r. B. Chakravarty was in charge of the portfolio of 
education a pledge was given, not in this Council but to all Muham- 
madan members, that a sum of Rs. 25 lakhs would be set apart foy the 
establishment of scholarships for Muhammadans. I was present aV 
that meeting and I suggested that Rs. 25 lakhs proposed to be set apart 
seemed to be a very large order. I therefore suggested that this suui 
of Rs. 25 lakhs may be spread over a period of 25 years, at the rate of 
one lakh a year so as to serve two successive generations of Muham- 
madan schoolboys, but nothing was done in fulfilment of that promise. 
I have made it clear that that promise was made not in this Council or 
anywhere in public but was given within the four walls of a room. 
Nevertheless, T consider that a promise like that, coming from an Educa- 
tv)n Minister, should be as solemn as a statement made by him openly 
in Council. But whatever may have been the fate of that promise, I 
submit, that so far a< the fir>t part of the resolution is (‘oncerned the 
Education Minister mool not have any difficulty. Tie will only be 
repeating the pledges every hon’ble member of Government made 
before him. But since pledges are not emmgh and promises are not 
sufficient T have moved that as an earnest of their intention >ome 
beginning should be made this very year. It may be that a sum of 
Rs, 10 lakhs may seem to be extraordinarily high but let some beginning 
be made. Let there he something like a deelaration from the Hon’ble 
Minister that some amount would he set apart. It will show that the 
priiici[ile has heen accepted not only in theory hut in actual praidice. 
With reference to the resolution I would ask the TTon’ble Minister to 
retnemher that I have got two other resolutions, not exactly similar, 
bttt touching on similar questions of principle. I would ask him to let 
us know how far he is prepared to go in these matters. I wu’ll not take 
up the time of the Council any longer. T have raised a discussion on 
this question in order to draw' his attention to a grievance which is 
very keenly felt and to emphasise a desire which, I think, is almost 
universal among the Moslem community. I expect to hear something 
fiom him in reply which will not force me to press the re.solution to a 
division. But, Sir, whatever may be the fate of the resolution, if T 
find that the repl\ is not sufficiently sympathetic, or does not promise 
to bring forth much greater fruit than the promises in the pa.st have 
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done, imspoctive of consequences 1 will ask a division. I now esyeot 
the Hon'ble Minister to tell us what he has got to «ay mith reference 
to this resolution. 

Pr. MARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: There are only two things 
I would like to say with regard to this resolution. 1 have every 
sympathy with any resolution which seeks to advance the education 
of the f>eople — of Hindus or Muhammadans, depressed classes or of any 
4 >iie else. Hut before resolutions of this character are j>luced before the 
Council, hon’blc members who move them would do better if they had 
^bought out a scheme, something upon w'hich that money (‘ould be spent, 
instead of eoming up with an appeal for funds withoul any dehuiie 
purpose. I would give Mr. Fail-ul Huq not only Rs. 10 lakhs but Rs. 20 
lakhs or a crore. 1 would even have the whole of the revenues of 
Bengal ear-niarketl for Muhammadan education if only he would tell 
us exactly on what the money i.s going to be sf>«nt, and if he could 
give us an assurance that the money would be spent on the education of 
Muhaininadan.s. and to educate them out of their nurrowuiess, educate 
them out of their narrow separatism and out of that tendemy, in season 
and out of season, t<» saentice the larger interest of the nation, nay, 
even tljc vital inteiest-* of the nation tr» ephemeral personal or Commumil 
interests. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: I must .sa> that I am in entire sympathy 
with the le-olution moved by Mr. l''azl-ul limp It is an unfortunate 
fart, but It Is a fa« t all the same, that (»ui' Muhammadan brethren have 
not made tin same pace iij e(lu<ation that the Hindus have, and that 
being .so, it is to our <*()iiinion interest to see that our Muhammadan 
brethren come uj) with us in the sphere of education, and along w’ith 
mo.st of the Hindu inemlK*rs of this House I would like nothing Iwtter 
than to see some special scheme framed for the promotion of Muham- 
madan education on a greater scale than has been the case hitherto. 
The only point on w^hich I would make an uppeoi to Mr. Fa/d-ul Huq 
is that a matter like this could not possibly he decided on at a general 
meeting of the Council like this, but should W leferred to a committee, 
which would be in a lietter position to decide this tpiestion. But, Sir, 
on behalf of ruy party I give him an abacdute assurance of entire 
sympathy with the resolution that he has moved. 

The Hofllif. Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUOOIN: I find that thnre i« 
jreneral agreement in this House as records the policy and the principle 
nnderlyinK the first part of the resolution of Mr. Fasl-ul Huq, and it 
goes nithmit saying that I fully sympathise with the sentiments 
expressed in .the first part of the resolution, namely, to set apart every 
year a sum of rupees ten lakhs for the advancement of Muhammadan 
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education. But the question of netting apart funds immediately for 
this purpose, as apprehended fey JJIr. Fazl-ul Huq, wiU be met with the 
usual reply which Government have been giving for the last two or 
ihree years, namely, that funds do not permit of incurring any jpew 
recurring expenditure. In fact, this has been repeated so many 
by members of Government that I feel it would be futile, and it would 
merely tax the patience of the House if I were to repeat the arguments 
over again. There are certain things which are very important in 
connection vith this resolution and the j>oiiit raised by Dr. Sen Guptl^ 
I consider, as very pertinent, namely, that there are at present no 
definite schemes which provide for an expenditure of any sum of 
money other than what is lieing spent for the advancement of Muslim 
education. As a matter of fact, Government in the past have attempted 
to provide sj)ecial facilities for Moslem sturlents in the shape of 
scholarships, in the shape of Moslem inspectors and in the shape «f an 
Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education. 
Goveinment have also provided a number oi scholarships exclusively 
for Muhammadan hoys. Sir, I admit that (iwing to financial stringency 
it has not been possible to do what they would have liked to do in this 
respect. There is also at the present time a very serious problem 
facing not only the Education Department but. I believe, Muhammadans 
all over this province. There are two (juestions that reijuire a definite 
decision. 'Fhe first is the problem of reformed madrassa> and the old- 
type mndrassas. There are two schools of thought with regard to 
this subject. There are some who feel that the reformed madrassas 
have not been able to serve the purpose for which they were started, or 
to put it mildly, they have not l>een a complete smeess. There are 
others also who think that the policy of (lovernment in denying 
assistance to the old type madrassas is entirely wrong and there should 
be a change in polii'v in this direction. Secondly, theie is another 
school of thought which may not be large in number, but at the same 
time they are peopb* with moilern tolucation and the.\ feel stoaousK tor 
the present state of their community in regard to edination. Their 
opinion is that madrassa education is keeping back the progrea.s of 
Muhammadan students, and this is one of the reasons why an adequate 
numWr of ^lubammadan students are not available to take advantage 
of 8e<‘on<larv sehools in this provin<-<». There is no doubt that there ia 
some force behind this argument, because we find that the number of 
MuhammadnTi students in secondary schools is gradually diminishing, 
at least their numher is not increasing. 

6-45 p.m. 

At the present moment the depaHment has got no definite Moslem 
opinion which will give them any idea as to what line they should 
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take Up, a* to whether they should try^ aod concentrate on the madrassa 
education or restrict -assistance to ^adrassas and induce Moslem 
atudeitis to join secondary schools m larger numbers. Sir, in view of 
thie very complicated but at the same time the most important question, 
I 4iel Ikat it is absolutely necessary that a committee should be 
ap>poiiite<] to deal with and to obtain authoritative Moslem opinion on 
this question. It will be a committee on the same lines as was 
appointed to enquire into the Sanskrit education in Benj?al, I would 
like to appoint a committee and would appoint it in the near future, 
becauae I feel that, without a committee, it is not |K>ssihle for us to give 
effect to any scheme in connection with Moslem education. Therefore, 
Sir, in my opinion the appointment of a committee to conoder this 
question is very important; and, if the committee is appointed, they 
oan iflfo into the whole question of Moslem education as to how we can 
induce Moslem students to take part in the secular education more than 
what they are doing now and what should he the policy for advancing 
Moslem education in Bengal. Therefoi*e, I hope that, in view of my 
promise to ajqmiut a committee, the hoirhle member will withdraw the 
resolution. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, in giving my supiiort 
to the resolution, whicli has been moved by my friend. Mr. FbeKuI Huq, 
I must thank Mr. Chatterjee for the synipathy he has shown with 
refeicnre to Mtihammadan education and no less to my friend, Dr. Sen 
Oupt.H and every one in this House who have expre-ised their Hvuqiathy, 
I should veitau.ly have been happy if in showing that sviupathy they 
did md pa^s an indictment by charging the Muhammadan with coim 
munahsm or forgetting the larger interests of the country. It is not a 
^rrect statement of facts, but I feel it is one of the reasons why the 
Muhammadan feeling has not been undersUwd by even the Englishmen. 
1 certainly feel that this is a matter which cannot be passed away 
without any comment from me. If narrowness exists in thi.s part of 
the House, may I ask whether it is not narrowness to try to throttle 
the Primary Educ4ilion Bill? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid we are not 

KlMfi Bidiadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I 

that they are trying to throttle—— 


discussfng that, 
am showing this to say 


Mr. PRESIOiNT: You .annot go beyond the limit, of the prewnt 

i fr." r *•* ‘j** 

Education Bill to illustrate your point. 


37 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Very well, Sir. Every 
■oonimunity and every man has his own point of view and because at 
times there is difference of opinion it is better that it should be 
understood that it is an honest conviction. I feel that the position of 
our party should be explained as to resolution of Mr, S. M, Bose which 
must have j?iven offence to certain members of this House. The 
position HO far as thiH paHy is concerned is this : that there was a 
rewdution of Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das in which there was a 
demand 

Mfi PRESIDENT: You need not refer to that. 

Khan Bahadur MauUi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. the resolution is 
practically the same as resolution of Mr. S. M. Bose with a little 
difference of detail. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you may resume your seat if you have 
nothing further to say al>out the resolution now before the House. 

Mr, A, K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I think I should say a few words to* 
explain our position with reference to this resolution. I am plad that 
my esteemed friend, Dr. Sen Gupta, has (‘ome to the rescue of the 
Hon’ble MinidMi bv su^prestinp: one way of dealing? with the resolution. 
He has declared that nothing <‘an he done for want of a si heme. I 
take it that the Hon’hle Minister had himself that reply in his j>ocket,. 
h\it it has strer\jxthened the position he has taken up by reason of the 
fact that (he su^jrestion c‘ame from no le^s a ]>ers(»n than Dr. Sen Gupta 
and also Mr. (Miatterjee. However, so far as the resolution itself 
concerned, I think it is not <iuite siifticieiitly encourajjrin^r to declare 
to the House that nothin^i: can he done — not even a cowrie can be set 
apart in the budjfet — because of the fact that there is no new sc'herae 
that has been worked out. The Finance Member is looking dai^pers at 
me hut I am only reminding the House that m>tice of this resolution 
was ffiveii a month ajfo. and certainly if Government wanted to fulfil 
the pledge giveii so long ago in the matter of encouraging the Muham- 
madan education the llon’hle Minisier would have been in u position 
to-day to devdare that something would be done. So far as the budget 
is concerned, we have of course the stei-eotyped reply and we have got 
to hold peace by living on hope. Sir, I am not entering into any 
contnivei-sia! matters, hut I wish to remind Dr. Sen Gupta that now-a- 
days it seem.^ that there is a conviction in many (juarters that the ^prea^ 
of education will introduce communalisin in this country. Go to thn 
villages where poor Hindu and Muhammadan cultivators live side 
side and you will find that they have no time for communalism. It is 
we in the towns who have the advantage and benefit of university 
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educilioii who are struggling for power and other duties in the name of 
justice, in the name of the Simon Reforms and Dominion status. Wo 
are accused of being oomniuiial. It is a reproach which the Muham* 
madans share ecjually with the Hindus. 1 think Ijoth the communities 
can very honestly share th<» blame e<iually. 

As regards the resolution itself I cannot say that the speech of the 
Hon’ble Minister has been very encouraging but my friends on this 
side of the House have requested me to give the Hon'ble Minister a 
chance. His promise to appoint u committee shows that he is in earnest 
about doing something and we wJll j>08sess our souls in patience, 
because we ere after all a long-suffering community and I wish to see 
how far the Minister, after having appointed a committee, can push 
forward the scheme. I have been requested by my friend not to press 
this resolution. I therefore beg leave to withdraw it. 

The motion of Mr. A. K. Fazl-iil Huq was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


6 p.m. 


Alleged assaults and destruction of property. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: I lag to move that this 
Council recommends to the Government — 

(i) tliut they do at once issm* iie<*esHarv orders to stop acts, 
spe(*iall> on women and children, of alleged indiscriminate 
assaults and outrages as also the wanton destruction of 
property committed by the police and other executive (►fficera 
during the last few months in various parts of the province; 

(it) that they do appoint a public Conimission consisting of a 
majority of non-official members of this (\>unril t(» inquire 
and report on such cases of assaults and destruction of 
property ; 

(tit) that persf^ns found guilty by such Commission he adequately 
punished, and 

(ir) that adequate compen-sation he paid by fiovernment to the 
sufferers. 

Sir, only last week we had a debate in this House on the assault# 
and outrages (*oiiimitted by the police during the last few months in 
different parts of Bengal. On that day references were made to 
numerous rases of unprovoked attack by the police and the detailed 
description of some of the cases, as supplied to the House by hon'ble 
members, amply disclosed the character of police hooliganism and the 
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bitter extent to which it might go, if left nntesirained. It not 

be overlooked that the ingtances placed befilie us were not tahaditm 
but only typical cases, chosen not from any particular area but from 
different parts of the province. It should further be remembered 
that it may not be always possible for members to have a direct and 
personal knowledge of all such occunences — even Hon’ble Members 
of Government who give emphatic replies to questions in this House 
cannot claim this, however omnisf ient they may regard themselves 
to be; the incidents placed before the House, where not based on 
personal knowledge, were based on information gathered after careful 
investigations by the members themselves or upon reports which 
emanated from unimpeachable quarters. It is not my purpose to-day 
to deal at great length with a large numl)er of individual cases. If 
I have to refer to them, I shall do so by way of illustrations. I 
propose mainly to urge the necessity for the appointment of an 
independent committee of inquiry and to demand that tlie officers who 
may he found guilty should he adetjuately punished and the sufferers 
duly compensated. 

Sir, I would pause here for a moment and ask Government with 
all the earnestness at my coiiiiiiund if the interests of Government 
itself do not make it eminently desirable, nay imperative, that such 
an inquiry should be held. It cannot he denied that the activities of 
the police and their attacks upon innocent people have shaken the 
confidence of tlie public in the (toveniment of the country. It cannot 
be denied that in spite of the demoralising effect ot the Press 
Ordinance, allegation after allegation has been openly made accusing 
the |K)lice and other officers of deliberately committing violence, 
plunder and loot in different parts of the province. It cannot be 
denied that some of these instances have already been inquired into 
by nun-iifficial committees, the most important of such committees 
being the Contai Committee, presided over by our distinguished 
cndleague and countryman, Mr. Jatindra Nath Ilasu. Sir, if that is 
the public feeling, if that is the atmosphere, if that is the suspicion, 
why suspiciou — 1 say firm <*oiiviction iii public mind — then is it n<»t 
the duty of Govwiinent, a duty which it owes not only to itself hut 
also to the pmvince vhich is under its chaige, is it not its duty to 
iimtitute a thorough inquiry into these incidents and punish those 
who in the garb of defenders of the law have themselves lieen fwemost 
in breaking the lawP No responsible Government would hesitate to 
take advantage of a resolution like the one I am moving now and 
thereby make a final attempt to restore pulilic (‘onfidence in ite 
sincerity of purpose. One of the leading British newspapers The 
Nation Atheneuin in its issue of 18th June, 19d0, referred to the 
violence which was reported to ha\e been committed by the police 
^ Bombay and ended with these words: “Nothing but the most 
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and impartial itajuiry hy the Government of India followed, 
if tlid charges are proved, by drastic puninlinieiit can undo the harm 
that has been done/’ iSir, that i» exactly the proce<lure which I 
aur proposing and which woubi l)e suggested by every person, not- 
withstanding his race, creeit or colour, who has the interest of good 
Government at heart. One of the great juaiihcations of continuance 
of British Rule in India, which is trotted out in season and out of 
season by the friends and well-wishers of Government, is that the 
British Government guarantee a security of the lives and propertiea 
of His Majesty’s subjects. Sir, it is no use deluding ourselves with 
false ideas alniut the piesent situation in the country. It is a fact, 
a hard and inc(>ntrovertible fact that that sense of security has been 
completely removed from the minds of hundreds and thousands of 
His Majesty’s subjects, inciudiiig persons who have bad nothing to 
do with the civil disol>edien<‘e movement — a sad commentary oa 
British Rule in India hut a very true one none the less. 

Now, Sir, how can this lo.st I'onfidence he re.storedl^ It cun be 
restored only if Government is prepuie<i to muster courage and do 
what decency and justice demand, do what any civilisetl Government 
would do under similai cin'unistatices. There have been ts’casions 
when on the flrmr of this House. Government, in answer to spe<dfio 
charges of jMilice excesses, has furnished information, either minitnia- 
ing the charges so brought or denying them altogether, depending 
on the reiMuis of the bxal officers concerned. Take Sir, the case of 
the District Magistrate of Midnapore, who, a4*<M»rding to a statement 
made by Mr. Brent ice, has been doing ‘’wonderful” work in his own 
district ; the same gentleinaii, according tf) the non-official committee 
of inquiry presided over by Mr. fl. N. Basu, has Wen guilty of 
disgraceful c(mcluct. 1'he reports of cruelty and torture foiiimitted 
in Midnapore have sent a thrill of horror and indignation in the minds 
of the educated community of Bengal. I ask Mr. Prentice how he 
expects jMMipIe to have any confidence in a Government which refuse# 
to intjuire into such cases hut takes the word of a District Magistrate, 
the pers<m who himself is accused of wild Whaviour, as the lust and 
final word on the wbject. Take again, Sir, the vei-y unfortunate 
incident in Dacna when a student of the Tniversity died of injuries 
rei’eived at the bands of the police. I referred in my speerdi last 
week to some of the iieartit>nding details of his death and there are 
special reasons why I should refer to this case again to-day. The 
Hon ’hie Member was good enough, generous enough to express his 
regret at the tragic and premature end of a promising career. At the 
same time he was bold enough to assert that bis death was the result 
of an accident. Sir, be took upon himself a great responsibility whett « 
he made that statement on the flcKir of the House. He referred to 
some report which was submitted l>y an Assistant Civil Surgeon of 
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some such person on the injuries the boy hmd received. But it have 
it on unimpeachable authority that his death was not an accident; jthe 
choice of this particular victim might have been accidental but the 
injuries inflicted go to fAiow that it was a case of cold-blooded murder. 
Sir, I use this expression not on the spur of the moment but with 
a full sense of responsibility as to its significance. It has been well- 
said tlmt “murder, though it hath no tongue, will speak/’ I hold 
in my possession a copy of the post-mortem examination report and 
the details of the injuries mentioned therein amply corroborate the 
statements I made on the floor of the House the other day. Let 
me at once say, Sir, that the victim was not a weakling but, according 
to the report, it was “the Ixjdy of a well-nourished adult male.'* 
The details of the wounds are given and they recall to our minds 
the stories of the worst type of barbarism. There were five serious 
wounds in different parts of the Inidy. There was hemorrhage in 
the left lung. There was a tear in the stomach about one inch long 
find even at the time of examination there w'as a small quantity of 
blood on it. TTnder the column “More detailed description of injury,” 
it is thus stated “There was a fracture on the top of tlie skull inv’olving 
the frontal, two temporals and the left parietal Ixines. There was 
a large clot of blood pressing on the brain on both sides between the 
bones and duramnter. There was also some effusion of blood in the 
substance of the brain on both sides.” The climax comes, Sir, at the 
end. Under the column “Opinion of tlie Mediial Officer as to the 
cause of death,” there are these telling lines: “Death was due to 
the effect of the injuries descrilieil which are homicidal and ante- 
mortem in character.” Sir, I must apologise to you for referring to 
these heartrending and sickening details once more but I had to do 
80 liecHiise of tlie attempt, the futile attempt, of the Hon’ble Member 
in charge to minimise the gravity of the offence of the police. I 
w^ould pause here and ask the Hoii’ble Mr. Prentice if he still considers 
that the death of the unfortunate lad was due to any accident or that 
the (HUuluct of the pc'lice was really “magnificent.” There is also 
the rei>ort of the University Medical Officer on the injuries the boy 
had received. There are respop’^ible and respectable teachers of the 
University who witnessed the whole incident. I ask, Sir, in the face 
of these facts does it lie in the mouth of a responsible Member of 
Ooveriimeut to get up in this Council and merely say that Oovem- 
inent was satisfied with a report of its local officers and was not 
prepared to take any further action? I know. Sir, the evidence of 
a number of persons was lecorded in this oonne<!tion but we refuse 
to accept the verdict of the oflBeers of Government on the evidence 
thus disclosed, there is such an acknowledged difference of 

'* 6 pmion between the version which Government asks us to accept and 
that of the eye-witnesses, does not the interest of Government itself 
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dictat4j|i&t an indajJiAllTftit oorainittee of inquirj^ should go thoroughly 
into t« question and find out who was responsible for this tragedy? 

Sir, before I leave this topic, may 1 draw the attention of Oovern- 
inent to a rather interesting passage I came across in Lyon's “Medical 
Jurisprudlftiice for India” this morning? It is stated there that 
■' 'homicide, or the murder of a human being is the most serious of 
all crimes, and it is punished” — perhaps in the next edition the 
word “sometimes” will have to be added — “as su(‘h under British 
rule in India, where life tends to be held rather cheaply.” It remains 
to be seen. Sir, how (io\ eminent proposes to interpiet this proposition 
in respeft of the incident under discussion. 

Take again, Sir, the arrest, imprisonment and unconditional release 
of Professor Asauanda Nag. That was the gentleman who was 
unfortunate enough to provoke the wrath of the police in front of 
the Presidency College. He was chased by them into a bookstall 
and assaulted there. He had the temerity to protest against this 
unjustifiable attack, was arrested and taken to the police-station. He 
w’as presented before the Magistrate and an absolutely false charge 
w’as brought against him. namely, that he was found picketing near 
Presidency College. The statement of Mr. Nag was disbelieved and 
the independent Magistrate, who was out to administer British justice 
with a vengeance, thought it wise to put greater reliance on the 
testimony of a Kuropean sergeant tlian that of an Indian professor. 
He was awai<led the standard punishment, namely, six months’ rigorou.s 
imprisonment. To cut the matter short, only some days ago after 
he had been in jail hut for a few weeks, he was released \incondiiionally. 
The manner in which pressure wa.s brought ujk)!! him to sign some 
sort of l>ond lias been made known to all by Mr. Nag’s statement to 
the pre^s. The ."tory narrated there, which, I h(»pe, Hon'ble Members, 
including Mr. Prentice, have already noticed, gives us an idea of 
the way, the “wonderful’’ way, the “magnificent” way in which 
King’s Government is being carried on. Sir, this is a cjise which 
deserves to be fully in(|uired int<» by a committee. 


The Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICi: Will Mr. Miwkerjee 

kindly let me see the statement? I have not seen it. I should like 
to hear his statement. I know something of Mr. Nag’s rase. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEEx I would refer the Hon’ble 
MeniWr to the Avirita Bazar Patrika of the 15th July in which the 
statement has lieen published. 

I do not know if Mr. Prentice will persist in supporting the conduct 
of the complaining sergeant or for the matter of that, whether this 
truthful upholder of law has already been awarded some special 
reward for meritorious service. 
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Refiortt lire reaching us from different parts of tte proi|^ce 
the reign of police terror and torture and there are a large number 
of respectable i)eople who are prepared to come and give evidence 
before any impartial and independent committee of inquii^. Time 
does not permit me to refer to other detailed incidents, much though 
I would have liked to mention some of the amazing cases of persecutipn 
in different parts of the district of Birbhum, such as at Suri^, at 
Dubrajpur, at Sainthia, at Rampurhat and other places. Specific 
instances have lM;en brought to our notice where innocent persona 
have l)een unjustly and brutally asKaulted, where propertiie have been 
recklessly destroyed or forceftilly snatched away — often such acts of 
lawlessness being c<immitted while the District Magistrate and tho 
Sui>erintendent of Police were staying at the centre itself. 

Sir; I do not want to go into other specific cases now for my object 
is not so mu<h to hold a discussion on individual wrongs, as to urge 
Government to stop these acts of oppiession, to appoint an independent 
<‘ommittee of inquiry, to punish the offenders and to redress just griev- 
ances. Sir, if Government comes forward with the statement that no 
inquiry is called for because its (»fticerH had not done anything except 
acting in accordance with the general policy and instructions issuerl 
from headiiuarteis, that these high-handed acts, these oppressions but 
represent the settled policy of Government, tliat policy being to make 
an effort, a vain and mad effort, to terrorise an entire nation into 
subjection, if Government comes foiward with that statement, and i» 
thus prepared to take off its mask, then Sir, I shall r ertainly appreciate 
the opposition of Government to my motion. But the IlonUde 
Member-in-charge may, op the other hand, say that (Tovernment 
sternly disapproves of police exiesses, is as anxious as anybody else 
to mete out punishment to those of its officers who have been guilty 
of violence and cruelty, and that it is as anxious as anylmdy else 
to see that its prestige is maintaineil unimpaiied and the lost confidence 
is restored again. If that is his view-point, then I hope the Hon’ble 
Member will accept my re>olutioii. Such a step might go against 
the leceiit policy of irresponsible misrule which has (diaracterised the 
activities of the officers, but it would be consistent with the highest 
notions of good and orderly Government in any civilised country; 
it W’ould then be consistent with the declaration of the Hon’ble 
ifeniber that dissemination of truth, and not its suppression, is one 
of tbe chief objects which Government holds dear to its heart. 

/ ^ ' / 

f s 

^ATIH^RA SaTH BASU S Mr. President, Sir, I rise to 
•tt|^|K)rt the resolution of iiiy friend Mr. Syamapmsad Mookerjee. The 
acts to which he takes exception are such that any Government with a 
aens^ of responsibility — which all Governments should possess — should 
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not igi%e in the way the Government of Bengal has ignored the 
complailitB that have been pouring upon us during the last few months. 
Sir, I am prepared to admit that certain exceptional cin*umstances 
have arhien which require exceptional nieasures. There is, for 
example, the civil disobedience movement. By all means, Sir, let 
Government take every step that is necessary to put clown or to 
coontoract its evils. But in the name of putting down civil disobedience 
movement acts are l>ei ug dune on l>ehalf of Gciverninent by its officers 
and eniplo 3 'ees w^hich cannot but be u shame to any man — not to 
speak of a civilixed man. Sir, the modest recjuest that my friencf* 
makes is that there should be u committee of in(|uirv. The various 
questions that have from time to time been put to the Hon’l)le Member 
in charge of police administration in this pixcvince have been answered 
bj’ the reply, ‘.‘There is the statement of the local officers, and 
Government must take it as final.” If the Hon’ble Member had gone 
to the interior — to the places from which these c'omplaints c‘amc* — he 
would leave found devustafed htmses, inmates severely injured and 
human life and human property, for the protection of which 
(iovernment existed, taken no note of. If that is the rcuil attitude of 
(jovernment they should bcddly declare that whether you are an offender 
or not an offender, we all opprc»ss you in any way we like, bec ause there 
have been scmie cases of breach of law in your locality. 

6-15 p.m. 

Sir, ill the villages 1 visited in the district of Midnapore there were 
some c’ases of the breach of the salt law, that is to say, there were 
cases of manufacture of contraband salt. But the way tlie authoritiea 
dealt with the situation was that there was a polic*e cordon drawn 
round the whole village, and whether the inhabitants w’ere offenders 
or not, every home was enterc‘d into, the inmates seized and beaten 
and the household property destroyed. I am .sure that even in the 
centre of Africa, which is backward, we do ncjt find a situation similar 
to what ha.s been happening in Bengal — in British India — fc»r the last 
few months, and upon which we c^annot but look with disgust and 
shame. Sir, wh^" should Government be afraid of coining out into 
the open and why should they not ap|>oint an independent committed 
and let people produce evidence before it to see whether persons whfO 
have been injured and whose rights have been trampled upon liaT# 
been really offenders against the law? I personally examined over 
such persons and found that out of those persons about 15 were really . 
offenders and the rest were ordinary peaceful citizens who had noiIi|nir 
to do with hitches of the law. But they were not let alone : 
also had to suffer. Tf there is an independent committee there will be 
an opportunity for these men to come forward and give evidence^ 
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They are, Sir, men who want to live peaceful lives, go about their 
usual avocations in the ordinary way, but even they were interfered 
with. In some cases the method adopted by the police was to enter 
the houses of the villagers at night when they were at rest, after 
10 o’clock in the night and to beat them and destroy their property. 
That was done not only in the subdivision of Contai but also in 
Tamluk and Ghatal. My friend Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee has 
jeferred to a similar incidents in other districts. Government will no 
doubt say, “Here is the report of the local officer who is a subdivisional 
•officer or a head constable or a duroga. Our officer states that the 
occurrences to which you refer did not happen but that the state of 
nffairs there was different, and we accept the rej)ort of our local officers 
ns truthful.” Sir, the attitude that the Ilon’ble Member in charge of 
Police has shown throughout was that he believed in everything that 
his local man said. If that is the correct attitude no business man in 
the world could do any business. In the business world we do not 
rest satisfied with merely relying on the man on the spot. Without 
local audit and inspection the business would very soon come to grief. 
The Hon’ble Member has not taken any note of the serious complaints 
that are made to him but has brushed them aside as if they do not 
•exist. If that is to be the attitude of Goveimment in such an 
important matter then the members of Government do not deserve to 
be in charge. They must make n)om for others. Sir, what really i^ 
the function of a Government ? The duty of a Government is not 
merely to see that there is a machinery for administration but also 
to see that that machinery does n<»t press unnecessarily hard upon the 
people — whether in normal or abnormal times. 1 submit, therefm’e, 
that the request for the appointment of a <‘ommittee i^ a very modest 
one and should be ac(*epted. 

Mr# G# R. GAIN: Sir, I desire to enter an emphatic protest against 
this resolution particularly on the gnnind that it does a gross injustice 
to the Calcutta police. T was unfortunaieiy a relucta.it witness of a 
great deal of rioting and street fighflng in Calcutta. 1 use the word 
“unfortunately” because I have no more desire to be in those places 
wdiere brii'kbats were flying, than any other member of this House; 
bence I use the w'<ud “unfortunately” in I'egard to myself in relation 
to those events. But T will just try and give you some idea of the 
provocation which the police received on one or two m'casions that 
I have witnessed. Alxmt 4 or o months ago some people w'ounded in 
a street fighting had taken shelter in a certain room on the floor of 
which certain European sergeants, as well as constables, were lying 
seriously injured. When the time came to restore law and order in 
that area, it was complained that more force was used than was 
required. On another occasion, not more than 2 or 3 miles from this 
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place, 1* was also an unfortunate witness of a young girl being put 
into a taxi, being rather badly hit about, and the duties of the 
parawallas who were on duty thei-e and who eaine to her rescue were 
considerably increased and rendered difficult and it was a long time 
before 4 stout parawallas and a few suli-inspectors could extricate her 
from the hands of the mob. Yet they came with the necessary force 
and restored law and order there. And when law and onler was 
restored one found these paraw'allas and constables again on duty 
on the spot quite amidst the provocation that was offered them. 
Again, we must remember that these men were tired and hungry and 
had fre([uently to be on duty for double spells, but. yet in spite of 
this considerable inconvenience and provocation which were very tiring, 
these police officers did not retaliate in the least. It has been 
suggested that when they were ordered to “lay on” an unruly mob 
they used more force than was absolutely necessary. On this point. 
Sir, I claim to have sj)eciul experience. 1 have seen .some worst street 
fighting in my’ own country and I have also seen some w’orst street fight- 
ing in Calcutta during the liJx of April. 1 maintain. Sir, that on those 
occasions when they were ordered to “lav on” they only did so and 
used force that was only warranteil hy the situation. I was an eye- 
witness on two occasions to very serious street fights which took place, 
to my mind, in the dirtiest and nio.st dangerous spots I have ever seen. 
And if the police officers did not take immediate action or order firing 
they would be seriously blamed f(U' neglect of duty and there might 
be very much nioie loss of life and material in jury. 

Another point has been raised in this resolution with regard to 
the treatment of women — I mean women working as picketers. 1 am 
in a position tf) state, on information given t<» me, that for one s«did 
montli the authorities allowed those women to continue picketing 
becau.se they bo]>ed that the natural course of events wruild come to 
their rescue and sanity would <(uiie to prevail. Jlut iha* was not the 
case an<l after one month the authorities w'ere oldiged to take action. 
Surely memhers of this House would not suggest that if a woman 
uses her womanhood as a shield to protect herself from the conse(;|uences 
of law breaking, she w*ould not forfeit her right to be leniently treated 
and tbuc necessary' action should not be taken against her. 

It has be<m said, and I think generally aceepted also, that the City 
of I^ondon has the finest police in the world, but I would suggest 
that the City of Calcutta possibly has also the finest police in the 
East and I say therefore that if this resolution were passed, it would 
oast slur on this magnificent force and also would he grossly unfair 
to them. 

I am sorry, Sir, I cannot speak for the rest of Bengal as I have no 
experience of the mufassal. But when we find that the mufassal police 
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ftbo is drawn irom the ^me aouree, from 'the same recruiting grtnmd 
and^'^rained in the same way as the Calcutta police, and as they ar» 
largely drafted into the Calcutta police, it would seem rather a littl» 
hard to make these charges against the police force of Bengal. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I rise to give my whole-hearted 
support to the resolution now under discussion. I shall not tire the 
patience of the House by again mentioning the various incidents that 
have been mentioned, in this House as typical of the action of the 
;K)lice authorities during the lust few months. 1 shall only say thisr 
that so far as this Council is aware and so fur as I am aware, i 
imagine Ihut no incident that has been brought to the notice of the 
Hon*ble Member in charge of the Police except the incident of the 
Dacca student has been accepted by him as true. Kvery other incident 
has been denied but denied on what grounds, Sir^ It has been denied 
on the ipse dixit of the very per8(uis charged with having coiiiinitted 
the offence; I seriously doubt whether the (Government of Bengal in 
the year 19‘tO purjmrt to uphold the Britishers’ proud }>ojist that they 
have bnmght peace and justice to the land. Is it fair and ju.st, Sir, 
that sih Ii im idciits sh(»uld be explained away on tlie mere ii)se <lixit of 
j>ersons who themselves are said be <‘on<*erned in them? I would like to 
ask the Hon’ble Member of the (lovernment to consider how much idea of 
justice in their administration can la* left in the minds of the peoplo 
of this province under these circ'umstances. I take it that the member 
who just preceded me was under the impression that he spoke against 
the resolution but. my submission is that his speech contains strong 
grounds for supporting it, at least the se<‘ond clause of the resolution, 
which asks for the appointment of a connnission of inquiry. 

C-3() p.m. 

Sir, he has stated that he has special experience of street fights in 
Onlcuttn. I do not pretend to be an authority on street fights and I 
do not rememlier to have l>een a party in any. but I do say that if 
there ui*e street fights in ("'ulcutta in which the police takes part, 
and ill which indiscriminate assaults and outrages are committed, 
even if thei’e is the gravest justification for it, I submit that it does 
make out a case for inquiry. He stated (hat the provocation that the 
police received was tremendous. Well, if the provocation was there, 
the police had to administer law and they had to net according to law. 
No provocation in the w*orld justifies the police attacking innocent people, 
specially w’omen and children. We have Wen told that after the 
Tiondon police the Calcutta police is the best in the world. T ask tlie 
Hon’ble Memberdn-cbarge — does any member of the T/ondon police use 
lathis on innocent people? T would ask him— do they use lathis even 
on criminals? I do say, subject to correc'tion, that a lathi is in some 
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Mspecte « more deadly weapon than a hnif^or a nvolver. A laihi 
wou&d fosterei and fastejra and does not Ueal. X am u layman^<Jbut 
1 do aay in tbe presence of tlie 8ui’geou«Geueral and my friend Sir 
i»filratan Sircar that in my experience as a lawyer I know that tlie 
lathi is really a deadly weapon. To arm the police with a rej^nilatiou 
lathi and send them out into the streets to commit outrages, it dues 
not matter whether it be upon innocent people or not, is 1 submit the 
^invest mistake on the part of (ioveiumeht. It is suggested that us 
the Government has made some sort of inquiry no further inquiry 
is nece.ssary. It has already been said that an impury by the wcused 
person is no inquiry whatsoever, and no Goveiuiiieiit in the world 
should act upon the results of such an inquiry. But speaking frankly 
the people have lost all faith in the honesty and sense of justice of the 
Government as it is now administered. Because a certain section of 
the people are out for civil disobedience and out to commit — 1 would 
call it by its proper name, unlawful acts — it should not require the 
Government to commit assaults and outrages on the people. Govern- 
ment by i right fulness will not do and Government ought to know 
that then cannot be foi ever governing the people by trying to l>eat 
down as many women and children as they ran. I thought the first 
part ot the resolution, which is to the effect that they do at once issue 
necessary (»rders to stop acts, specially on women and children, of 
alleged indiscriminate assaults and outrages as also the wanton 
destruction of property committed Ijy the pcdice and other executive 
officer during the last few months in various parts of the province would 
he acc'epted by (iov^rnment, 1 should have thouglit that any civilised 
Government, nay, even the Bengal Government, would uc(*ept that 
without any hesitation. But from the answers given hy the Ilon’ble 
Memlier in charge of the l^olice Department during the last few' days 
it appears that whatever the police has done has the support of the 
Oovei'nment ; for example even in the Garpar matter, they said no 
such act was done; but that they apprf>ved of it because it was done 
under trying condititms. This is n sort of psychology which passes 
my comprehension. How' can Government approve of something W'hiih 
was not done? This reminds me of the Irishman who fell from a 
scaffolding and on )>eiDg asked if he was injured said ‘*No, no, T am 
not injured. I am rendered dumb.” Government approves of sometirtng 
which the Government said was not done. 1 submit. Sir, that that 
really i.s not the attitude in which these things ought t/» he taken. T 
know that the Englishmen who founded the Empire had broad views 
and commanded the respect of our fathers hy their sense of justice and 
fair play, hut that race has gone and now we have men who ore 
ohopkeepers and pettifoggers, hut these men must rise fo the height 
of the occasion and do what is hut nght hy appointing a committee of 
inquiry which will have the confidence of the people. T do say (hat 
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ibe hole and corner way in which such inquiries are held is something 
which will never have the confidence of the people, and without the 
confidence of the people any number of acts of friphtfulness will not 
allow the Britisher to continue to reign over this land. 

[At 6-40 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at G-50 p.m.] 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I have listened with 
considerable interest to the denunciation of the police by the various 
speakers *vith the exception of Mr. Dain. but when listening to the 
various cliaiges I console myself by remembering the remark made by 
Mr. Kazl-ul IIn(| at the lime of the demand for police grant that he 
believed that 99 per cent, of such charges were false. I am not 
paiticular al>out the exact percentage hut I am certain that a very 
large number of the allegations made are entirely without foundation. 
If they were true, I should admit that there might be a case for inquiry, 
but it is obvioudy impossible for Government to consent to a committee 
of iiiquirv in conditions such as exi.st at present. One or two of the 
speakers ^■as\UlIly referred to the civil disobedience movement. Surely, 
the real fact (»f the situation is that it is the civil disobedience move- 
ment, and not the yadice, that has been resjwnsible for all these, as is 
careftilly slated in the resolution, “alleged” criminal assaults and 
outrages. What is the origin of the j^resent troubled' AVhen civil 
disobedience movement was started the orders given to its officers hy 
Government were that they were not to advertise it hy paying undue 
attention to it but to treat it as an ordinary administrative problem. 
Ju the case of the salt movement they were not to deal with the 
indiviiluul at all hut to confine themselves to the illicitly manuluf tui ed 
salt and the ves^jels and other articles used in connection with the manu- 
facture. TTnfortunatelv. howevei . that non-violent civil disobedience 
moveiiient speedily Wcaine violent and opyiosition was offered to the 
police in cariying out their lawful duties, and the situation so developed 
that in some pleoea mobs of thousands attacked the ymlice. It was in 
the exeriMse of their lawful duties, that the police had to disperse the 
crowds, and the force used, I make bold to say, in spite of the allega- 
tions hurled so lavishly against the ptdice, was in practically no case 
in. excess of the minimum m|uirements. Mr. Basu dilated upon the 
lathis and said that the Ijondon police never use lathis on innocent 
individuals. I vun oijy say that when the Ix>ndon police have to uee 
their batons they do not in<yuire w hether the persons to he dispersed are 
innocent ; each has to look out for himself. However, my point is that 
this allegation of indiscriminate assault is entirely unfounded. Wbat 
the fmlice hare done they have done in defence of law and order and to 
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protect the" province from the results of the civil disobedience movement 
and the chaos in which that movement, if unchallenged, would have* 
landed us. 

I am not going to deal with all the specific cases that have been 
mentioned: T would like to mention only two: one, the case of the- 
Dacca student who lost his life, and the other, the <‘ase of Professor 
Ashananda Nag. I would only remind the members of this Council 
of the proceedings l>efore the District Magistrate; there was an inquest 
held under the provisions of the Criminal Procedure (^ode at which 21 
witnesses were examined, among them three medical men, ^l) the Civil 
Surgeon, <2) the Assistant Surgeon, and 0\) the TTniversity Doctor. Oiu 
the (Kcasion of the demand for police grant, I think it was Mr. Mookerjee 
who made allegations against the Assistant Surgeon. I would only 
refer him to the evidence of the University Doctor. 

The evideme of the University DtK‘tor is “I found one of the young 
men um‘onscious. I could not find any mark of external injury on him^. 
except an ahnision on the nose, and a slight abrasion just over one- 
eye.” That, Sir, is the evidence of the University Dm tor who waa 
called in to examine that young man when he was taken to the Cuntoir 
Hair. I 'iubmit that the members who are not prepared to trust am 
Assistant Surg^Hi perhaps may attach some importance to the evidence- 
of the T niversity Doctor. As regards the remark in the post-mortem 
report about the injuries l»eing homi<‘idal, the Assistant Surgeon, when 
examined by the District Magistrate, said that the word “homicidal” 
in the post-moi teiii leport was usetl in contradistinction the wonV 
“suicidal.” 

T submit that on (he factn stated that case does not give any 
grounds for i: resolution such a.s this calling for a committee of inquiry 
more espe< ially as that case has lM*en carefully inquired into in a court 
of law'. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: May I a»k a .luMionP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You lannot put any question unlea* the ITon’ble 
Member gives way. 

The Honnia Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The next ,a*e I refer 
^•ouhl not have referred to it hut Mr. M.H.kerjee or Mr. Baau or »ome- 
t^y el*e hae taken upon himself the responsibility of (fiviiijf or stating 
the alleged particulars of the case regarding Professor Ashananda Xag. 
I ^n give you the facts. I think it was the day after Pis.fiusor 
^hananda Nag bad been convicted that his father, a member of this 
Council, came and asked me whether it was not possible to get his ton 
released. He said that his son was not guilty and that be had no- 
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with the picketert^a^S^i^ »a» ^ngly e^eictod. I 
said that after all he had heea oanVieted by a court of law On evidence 
given in a court of law, but I would examine lie record and see what 
could be done. I did examine the record and the evidence that wae 
given and found that Professor Ashananda refused to &i^^ 
evidence or to cross-examine the witness and that the Magistrate after 
hearing the evidence had decided to convict him on the facts on record. 

I submit that this case has been tried in a court of law and that 
Mr. Mookerjec cannot say that the case has not been inquired into. 
Later on another friend of Professor Nag saw me and said that he was 
innocent. I showed him the record with the Magistrate’s decision and 
said, “Here is a man who lias l»een put on his trial in a court of law 
which has convicted him : it is not for Government to say that the 
court was entirely wrong. However we have given orders to the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate that if any person who has been convicted of 
this kind of otfeiire chooses to apedogise and says that he will not * 

again ami gives an undertaking tc» that effect we will release hint. 
We will not insist on an apology in this case but it he gives the under- 
taking I am perfectly willing to take that and let him go.” This 

friend of his went away to see Professor Nag in jail and he wrote fo 

me that he had done his best to persuade the Professor to accept tbe 
offer but Professor Nag refused to accept it on the ground of principle. 

This mutual friend in his letter said that he had talked to Professor 

Nag and tried to shake his views oii the (piestion of piinciple but bad 
failed. Subseiiuently I discussed the case again and finally decided to 
release Professor Nag on his father giving an undertaking for him. 
His father has given that undertaking and Professor ^iag has been 
released. This is the unconditional release of Professor Nag to which 
eome inembeT^s have referred in support of this resolution. This resedu* 
tion a.sks for a I’oniinittee to inquire into alleged indiscriminate assaults 
and outrages on women and children. 1 deny entirely that there tA any ^ 
justification for such an allegation. In the Calcutta Police Act 
will find that there is a special provision enjoining the police to act 
with strict regard to decency and with reasonable gentlenees while 
dealing with women and children. I submit that the occurrence that 
took place the other day at Garpar Road shows how far the police go 
in trying to avoid tnmble with women. However that may be, the 
extent to which women have been used or misused in support of Ibis 
policy of civil diwliedience has led tlovernment to consider seriou^ 
whether they should not give some directions to their officen through- 
out the province as to the manner in which women should be fsolt ^ 
with. And part of the instructions issued was that the use of pliyffi^l 
foi^ against women even to the extent of lifting them up aji4 Pitting 
them on one side should be avoided and should only be used wheU Other 
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mot^odA lisd xftiilAd. If pafauqbioii , officuu ur uuu'omdAi, fftili^ 
•ndmvourR sfionld bt'inade to separate the women from the male 
picketers either by removinft and dispersing the men or by putting a 
cordon of ptdice around the women. If. however, lhe.se methotf.s fail 
attd it is fouhd impossible to ilispei-ae the women quietly in any other 
way then reeourse must be had to the arrest and removal of the leadera 
of the women pieketers.” I submit that we have done everything 
possible to protect women from the consequences of their folly and I 
am perfectly certain from the reports that have come in from the various 
districts that these orders have la'en carried out with the utmost cai-e. 


I know that it is alleged by .speakers that the information in the 
reports that come from the police should not W believed and that only 
tho.se refMuts winch they receive and which contain all sorts of stories of 
. *<K)l(M.m on the part of the jadice should be l>elieved. It is also said 
. that the police should be disbelieved lie<*ause they are the very people 
who did the smdm.m or under whose orders these were carried out. I 
submit that this h an incorrect statement of facts. On every occasion 
the repoi-t submitte.l is the result of inquiries carried out 'by senior 
officer-, lino events or occurrences at which they were not present. The 
Uistri.t Magistrates generally send the reimrts; they try to diacover 
what the real facts are and there i.s no reason for questioning the 
honesty of the ..fliceis ,m the correctness of their rejiorts. 


A gieat deal has lieen said alxiut the innocent victim.s of pcdice 
oppression. Have the (’omicil heard anything alxiut the other side of 
the picture, and the injuries which the other side has inflicted on the 
fxdice. u ('alcutta 11 gniietted officers, !) Indian officers, 42 Kuropean 
other milks and o4 Indian other lanks have received injurie., Mm, 
Of them very senous. since the movement started. In the mufassal 2 
wb-mspectois and 1 constable have Wen killed. 1 sergeant .‘I eub- 
inspectors, assistant suli-inspectors. 4 head con.stables and f,7 lonsttible. 
have Wen injured. Of the injured 1 assistant sub-inspector and 1 

lortW I f I -uhmit that this i. 

I sulim f that tl,e e figures prove conclusively that the police have met 
vnilence while carrying out their duties of maintaining law and 


other incidents that hare 

troffi i I ">».'• »a.v. no account that I can guvl 

iSl L I »centleme„ who make tLI 

an^ ord«^ wWm the other side stwts breaking the 1», and to maintain 
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as far m possible peace in the province.^ In carrying out these orders 
the police have had to face dangerous and difficult situation and I have 
no hesitation in saying that whether in Calcutta or in Bengal all ranks 
of the police, from the lowly constables to the senior gazetted officers, 
have one ami all don« their duty magnificently with wonderful loyalty 
and discipline and they have shown most admirable self-control in 
dealing with the situation. If there had been the indiscriminate and 
wanton assaults on the people in dealing with the situation as the 
mover of this resolution and those who spoke in support of it have 
alleged, if these allegations had been correct, then I am perfectly 
certain that the casualties on the other side would have been infinitely 
greater than they have been. I deny as I have said before that there 
is ai»y occu-ion for an inquiry. It is unfortunate that the general 
allegations against the police always make it difficult for their officers 
to deal with occasional cases of misconduct but I do know of cases in 
which offi'*ers have taken action against members of the force who 
have exceeded what is right and proper in the dis(‘harge of their duties 
and the officers of (Government wdll continue to do this whenever it 
is necessary. But no general commission of iiupiiry would he justifiable 
and I strongly oppose this resolution. 

The motion of Mr. Syamapiosad Mookerjce was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AM. Mftuivi HaMan. 

■alith, Mauivi fyad Majitf. 

■anarji, flal Bahadur Kaahab Chandra, 
■atu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Batu, Mr. Nartndra Kumar, 
iota, Mr. t. M. 

OhattariM, Mr. B. C. 

Choudhury, Maulvi Nurui Abaar. 
Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Qhani. 

Dutt. Nai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

^ Kailullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Qhaaa, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Quha, Babu Protulla Kumar. 

Hahim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haqua, Kaii Bmdadul. 

Mittra, Babu Barat Chandra. 

MoaHarjaa, Mr. tyamapraaad. 


Bal, Mr. Barat Chandra. 

Baal*- Uddin, Maulvi Mohammad. 

Bum, Mr. H. H. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaBiur 
Rahnuifi. 

Chawdbury, Haji Badl Ahmad. 

Oiark, Mr. t. A. 

Obban, Mr. D. J. 

Dain, Mr. tt. R. 

Odab, Mr. A. d. 

B a iaaw, Mr. B. A. 


Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Rai Mahavai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Kbettar Mohan. 

Rout, Babu Haaani. 

Ray, Babu Haribanaa. 

Ray, Babu ftatyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Bijay Pratad Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sailaawar Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shahharaawar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Htm Chantfra. 
Sahana, Babu Batya Kinkar. 

Samad, Maulvi Abdua. 

San, Rai Sanib Ahthoy Kumar. 

San Oupta, Or. Naraah Chandra. 
Singh, Srilut Taj Baharlur. 

Sirear, Dr. Sir Nilratan. 


Paraqui, tha Han*bla Khan BdbadtfP 
K. D. M. 

Qanguli, Rai Bahadur Butil Kumar. 
Dhumavi, tha HanMMa AlbddJ Sir 
Abdalkarim. 

Quha, Hr. P. N. 

Qumar, Mr. C. W. 

Hatiar. Mr. S. K. 

Hats, Mr. 0. P. 

Haphyna, Mr. W. t. 

Hub, Kbaii BdbiB SHiuhri tailitt. 
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mmrtWi Maiilvi utafat. 

MUrtlip, f. K. (i. 

Kuan, Mr. Haiaiir RaHaHuu 
LaiM, Mr. M. R. 

Marr, tRt Hafi*W« Mr. A. 

Mitttr, llM Nafi*l»l« Sir Pravatli OliiiiiS«r. 
Mallitli, Mr. MMhiiMia StAary. 
NaiiMHidtfiii, th* Han'Wa Mr. KAwaja. 
NalMii, Mr. i. W. 

StiMMll, Mr. L. O. 


ArMtiM, tAa Naa’AM Mr. W. O. R. 
llaAauu^ Maafyi Aiinir. 

RaAmam Mr. A. A. M. AASur- 
•arAar, Sir SaSyaatA. 

Sarfcar, Rai SaAib RtAati MaAan. 
Solaiaian, ^.aalvi MaAaaiaiatf. 
tiaalataa. Mr. H. t. 

Staaa, Lt.-Cat. N. s. 
tumnar, Mr. 0. R. 

Twyaam. Mr. H. J. 


The Ayo^ heing 'll and the Noes 39 the motion was lost. 


Adloumment 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday, the 21st 
August, 19'^0. at the Town Hall, Calcutta 
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Proceeding* if tlie tengal Leg^ellive Council assemMed under tlio 
provieieni of the Covernment of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 2lHt Auf^^ist, 1930, at 3-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the HoiCble Haja Sir Manmatua Nath Ray 
CuAUUm 111, KT., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive (^mncil, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui 
(Minister), the Ilon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin, ( .i.E. (Minister) 
and lot) nominated and ele(‘ted iiieniWi's. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARRS Before we prm’eed to the business of 
the day, I have a sujrg^estion to make for the approval of the members 
of this lIouMc. We have all been present just now at a very pleasant 
ceremony and I proiK)Me that a iHumanent record of this should be kept 
as an appendix to the proceedinirs of this Council, f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am extremely thankful to the Leader of the 
House for this su^fgvstion. As it is the wish of you all that an account 
of the leremony in connection with the un veiling? of my |X)rtrait by 
His Excellency the Governor should be preserved, I, with the 
concurrence of the House, order that a record of that ceremony be kept 
with the proceedinprs of this meetiuiiC as an Api)endix. 1 can assure 
you all that T shall always consider it to be a distinct landmark in the 
history of this Council, Ix'arinir ehajuent testimony to the overwhelm- 
ing? kindness of the hon’ble meml)ers of this House towards the 
President. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Appointment of Sub- Registrars. 

Mil. Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Deixirtment be 
pleased to state the names, univer.sity qualifications, cn.ste and age of 
•candidates who ajjplied for the ixist of SulvRegistrars this year? 

(h) How pHiny of them have lieen appointed? 

(c) Is it a fact that less qualified candidates have been appointed 
in prefei-ence to the better qualifitMl candidates of the backward classes? 


t«$ee Appendix. 
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millSTER Hi oHvgi of EDUCATION (REQICTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (tht Hon’ble Mr. Klnraja Naziii|iArtfn)i (a) Not 


collection of the information asked for would entail an amount of 
labour w’hich Government are not preptired to undertake. 

(h) Twenty-seven. 

(c) No. 


Appointment of Sub-Registrars. 

M12. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charpre of the l'i<hu*ation ( Resist rat ion) Dejwrtment aware 
that a certain numl>er of apjxMiitments have recently Wn made in the 
Reffistnitiori I)e|)artment as Sul^-Rejristrursl' 

{h) Will the Hon’hle Minister be please<l to lay on the table a 
statement showing’ — 

(i) the nmnln'r of these apj)ointinents ; 

<if) the miml>er. if any. upixonted from amongst the candidates 
of the hat k ward classes (as enumerutiHl on 189, Part I 

t>f the (’alt utta Tniversity (’ommisHion’s Re|X)rt) ; 

{m) the nuinhei of graduates ap|K>inted; 

Hr) the uuinher of untlerjjrraduates appointed; 
n ) the nuinher of ap|Huntinents given to gniduates and under- 
gratiuates seimrately on the nominations of the District 
Magistrates and (’omtnissioners ; and 
t r» ) the mirnlMM of ap|H»intinents made l»y the Government direct^ 
giaduates and undergraduates? 

(r) Is the Ilon’lde Minister aware that there were a fair numlicr 
of camlidates for these ajijxiintments belonging to the backward classes? 

(if) Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
not apjxiinting them? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the rules, if any> 
which guide the Insix^ctor-General of Registration in making hU 
nominations? 

The Hon’bl# Mr. KHWAdA NAZiMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) (t) Twenty-seven, 

(li) One." 

(fti) Seventeen. 

(ir) Ten. 

(v) Graduates 13; Undergraduates 3. 

(rt) Graduate 1; Undergraduates 6. 
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(c) Government have no information showing that there is any 
lack of candidates of the backward classes. 

{d) One only was considered suitable for appointment. 

(e) A coiTy of the rules has lieen laid on the library' table. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state, with regard to answer (e), whether Government 
consider graduates to l)e less suitable for the appointment than under- 
graduates P 

Thn Hon'ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: It depends on other 
qualifications. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the (|ualifications necessary for the appoint- 
ment of Sub-Registrar? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think it is 
possihle to answer that <[iiestion at short notice. 


Fall in provincial revenue. 

*113. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of 
Naahipur: Will the Ilon’ble MeinlH^r in charge of the Finance Depart- 
ment l>e pleased to state the loss in the anticipated revenue from April 
to June, 1930, and how much they consider of this loss to be due to 
the present movement in Bengal ? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Mr. A. Marr); Tlie fall in pi-ovincial revenues in Bengal, excluding 
debt heads, during the quarter ending June, 1930, as compared with 
the evstiinutes in the budget, is R^, 30,69,000. It is not possible to 
say how' much of the al>ove fall is due to the jwesent i>olitienl situation 
and how much is due to world trade dejiression and other causes, but 
the civil disol>edience movement must l>e held responsible to a very 
oonsidenible extent. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
the data of the Hon'ble MemWr for c*onsidering that the civil disobe- 
dience movement is responsible for the fall of the revenue? 
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.Urn Mr. A. MARR: It i* rather difficult io (fire a compre- 

benaire answer to this. I would instance the head of “Excise*' 
Alone. The movement as refrards picketing of excise shoiis must have 
done a good deal to harm the excise revenue. The fall in the excise 
revenue alone amounts to about Rs. 9 lakh.s. 


Mr. P- H. CUHA: Will the Hon’ble Memlx^r l>e plea.sed to state if 
the masses have anything to do with the full in the revenue of the 
pn)vince ex('ei»ting in the matter of excise y 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. MARR. I would also mcmtion the instance of 
etomj>s. Theie i.s no qiie.stion alxiut it that this movement has affected 
our revenue under “Stanii>s.“ 

Mr. P. N. CUHA. Does the Hon^ble Member think that the 
decrease in the revenue iindtu- “Stam|w*’ and the income of courts is 
due simidy on ai (dunt of the ( ivil disidanlience movement and not on 
account of the world-wide trade depression y 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. MARR* I have already said that it is |>artly 
due to the one and partly du<' to the other and it is imixissible for me 
io divide between the two. 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is there any 

other I (‘Venue affected by the civil dis(»lM*dience niovcunent lx‘sides 
excise y 


The Hon’hle Mr. A. MARR; I have* already mentioned stiimiM. 


Unstirred Question 

(answer to wNoh was laid on tho tablo). 

Proposed primary education oots. 

152. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Hon^de Minister in 
cliarge of the Edueation Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the total annual rontributions which, according to 
the proposed Primary Education Bill, are computed to be made by the — 

(i) holders of estates; 

(it) holders of tenures; and 
(tVi) cultivating raiyats, respectively f 
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MINISTER in ehnrgs of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT QN 
Hpti’M# Mr. Khwaja Nazimyddiii): (i) and (it) Us. 28,67,^ 
approximately. It ie not possible to estimate separately cess to ba 
contributed by holders of estates and holders of tenures. 

(iii) Rs. 83,08,000 approximately. 

Mr. 8HANTI AHEKHARESWAR ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state what will be the amount contributed by the holders 
as cost of collections of clause (iit)? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: T want notice. 

Mailivi ABUL KA8EM: On a point of order. Do I understaild 
that it finishes all the cjuestion of which notice was received by the 
dejwrtment Y 


Mr, PRE8IDENT: The President is not supposed to know what 
answei's are ready. 1 lie answers that were on the paper have been 
deli vereil . 


GOVERNMENT BU8INE88, 

Covernmefit Bill, 

The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 1930. 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D, R. PRENTICE, Sir, in moving for Idavo 
to introduce the Ben^-al Criminal Law Amendment Bill. 1930, 1 do not 
think that it is necessary to add much to what is stated in the State- 
ment of Objects anil Reasons ap|Kmded to the Bill because the relevant 
facts are known to most of the memWrs of this Council. I desire, 
however, with your ivrmission to refer shortly to the events of this 
year. At the be^inninjr of the year the Bengal (Viminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1925, with its two main divisions, the first relatinjjf to what 
are generally known as Si>ecial Tribunals, jind the second to detenus, 
was in force, but was due to expire on tlu* 23rd April. In consequence 
Goveniment had to consider anxiously the question whether the Act 
should Ik* renewed and their decision was announctnl by His Excellency 
Sir Stanley Jackson in his address to the Council on the 25th March, 
1930, in the following’ words : — 

“As you are no doubt all aware, the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act of 1925 under a clause limiting its o}>eration to five years 
is due to expire on 23rd April this year, I need not recount here the 
serious emergency which caused the Gk>vemnient of Bengal to arm 
themselves with the s|ieciul powers provided by this Act, but my 
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Qo^r)||piilieiit have had to decide on the knowied^re in their ponaeasion^ 
and afer a prolonged and careful review of the situation at thia time, 
what iheir attitude should be towards the surrender of those jiowera, 
conHe4aent ujwn the approaching expiry of the Act. After anxious 
thought my Government have decided not to pro|H>se on the facts at 
ptesent before them the continuance of that p»irt of the Bengal Oiminal 
IjOW Amendment Act which gnmts to the Executive power of arrest 
and detention without trial. These powers were framed to deal with 
revoluticmary organisations which hav^e for their obje<*t violence and 
assassination. A revolutionary movement which sets these aims before 
itself is still in active operation in Bengal, though its luoie serious 
manifestations, in the shape of definite outrat’^es. have not i-ecently 
beeOi, piominent. thiee years it ha** Wn i>ossible 

to keep the situation undei control without fresh recourse to them. 
Afy (iovernment have desired to do everything they could to seek, 
in co-o|M'rati<jn with Indian opinion, a solution of (mr present 

difficulties, and they are therefore relmdant to invite the legislature 
to continue in exi*'ten('e fwiwers, the occasion for the use of 

wfiich we must all deplore. They sincerely trust that no emergency 
will necessitate tlieir resumption, but they (ainnot conceal frtun 

themselves the jsissihility that sucli an emergeimy might again 

arise which might make it es.sential for them to }>e in possession 
of these jsiwers. They have accordingly l»een in communication with 
the (»o\ eminent of India on this matter and 1 am authorised to state 
that the (i<ivei nor-fteneral in (’oiim il, and llis Majesty’s Government, 
if they are satisfied of the existence of such an emergency, will ho 
jirepared t<j approve the neces«.iiiry steps for securing thesi* powers to 
my Government again.” 

In accordance with this decision the Bengal (VimiiiHl l^aw Amend- 
ment (I*art (’ontinuance) Bill was intnidiiced and passed by the 
(\nnuil on the 1st April. Fnder section d of that Act the detenu 
sections of the Beng;il (’riiiiinal Law Amendment Act, were 

repealed and all preventive action taken under the Act of 1925 at once 
lapsed, and further action of the kind liecame imiwissible. The Act 
took effect from the 5th April and a foi-tnigbt later on the night of the 
18-19th April, i.e., Wfore the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
1925, would have expired in noniial course, there cKM uned the outrage 
at Chittagong, It is not open to me to dim’U.^w the details of that 
outrage as a number of jiemms are undergoing trial at Chittagong on 
a charge of complicity in it, but it is Hufficient for my present purpose 
to say that this incident in Chittagong convinced the Governor- 
Generol that the emergency referred to in the speech of His Excellency 
Sir Stanley Jackeon on the 25th March had arisen and justified the 
issue of Ordinance \o. I of 19*10 to secure to the Government of Bengal 
the powers of preventive detention which they had previously possessed 
under the Bengal Criminal I>aw Amendment Act, 1925. 
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I do not suppose that after the occurrence at Chittagong any 
member of the Council questions the existence of the terrorist revolu- 
tionary movement against which the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act of 1925 and Ordinance I of 1930 are directed, and I am confident 
that every member of this Council feels it his duty to his constituents 
to ensure so far as lies in his power that Government are in possesssion 
of the powers necessai'y to prevent the re<*urrence of any such outrage. 

I can only add that conspiracies similar to that which resulted in the 
outrage at Chittagong are undoubtedly in existence at the present time 
and that Government are convinced that the movement is at least as 
dangerous now as it ever was jireviously. 

This being the situation, Government have l)een compelled to 
consider what measures are necessary to meet it, having regard to the 
fact that Ordinance I which was issued on the 9th April wdll, in 
accordance with the provisions of section 12 of the Government of 
India Act, lapse on the 19th Or-tober, 1939. They have come to the 
unanimous decision that it is impo-Hhihle under present conditions to 
allow' the powers which have Wen conferred on them under the 
Ordinance to lapse in OctolaM- next. Government have, therefore, 
decided to ask the Council to emlM>dy in an Act the pi‘f>visions of 
Ordinance No. 1 of 1930. They have limited the period of the legisla- 
tion to five years in the hope that Wfore that time has elapsed 
conditions will have so altered that they can attmd to take the risk of 
doing w’ithout this special jneventive pnxeduie. They have come to 
this decision with considerable hesitation, but they recognise that 
legislation of this kind is* repugnant to the conscience of many members 
(vf thi.s Council. They tru.st, however, that these memWrs will W 
convinced by the inexorable logic* of facts of the need for legislation 
■of this kind and will <‘ome forward to support Government in its fight 
against terrori.sm by giving u.s the minimum powers which we are 
convinced are essential. 

I can assure the Council that the powersi given to Government by 
such legislation are not used indiscriminately and that they are never 
used against p^rscrius wTio are not concerned with the terrorist movement. 
€ivil di.sobedience or political agitation are entirely outride its sphere. 
Nor are they used lightly or on mere uncorroWrated suspicion. In 
•every cqse thei-e must W definite evidence from two or more indejyendent 
quarters before action is taken. Indeed the system followed is that 
which WHS in force at the time of the Ilowlatt Committee and of the 
Advisory Conunittee consisting of the Hon'ble Mr. Tustica 
Chandravai*kar and Ilon’hle Mr. Justice Beachcroft and was investi- 
gated in detail by these two Committees. That system. I would 
remind the Council, was found so satisfactory that although the latter 
Committee examined 806 cases, they found only six cases in which they 
considered the grounds for the action taken to be insufficient. I can 
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juwiirtt (he Ck>uiicil that the same care is taken now and will be tak^n 
in fninre to secure that no one is dealt with under the Oi'dinanee or 
the Bill, it it becomes law, on inadequate frrounds. 

r 

In these circumstances, I trust that the Council will fri'ant leave to 
introduce the Bill which Government consider essential for the safety 
and tranquillity of the province. 

Babu dATIHDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, I opi>ose the intnxluction of 
this Bill. It is admittedly an extraordinary measure. But it imdudes 
piovisioiKs which strike at the nsd of the lil>erty of the subje<’t and the 
efementan’ primdple that a<-<'u.sed per.^ns should be afforded reasonable 
opportunity foi <learm^ theiu>elves of the acruHi»tioii a^fuinst them. 
Incidents like the one that recently happened at (^hittaj^>njf do not 
happen every day. Because events like that happen only at long 
intervals of yeais. There <loes not appear to be any reason why lb© 
Ooveniineiit should lose i(^ eiiuanimity and should not take action under 
its <u'dinury executive powers and under the ordinary criminal law, 
which is diastic enough in this country. It has not been shown that the 
onlinaiy law and the <»rdinary fxiwei's possesst'd by Government have 
failed. The ( ho tM nnient ^louild proreed to apply the law as it stands, 
and they uill find thai the law is wide enough to meet situations like 
those that ha\e an«*en Whait is required is not more arbitrary power 
]>ut far-^<*eing '•tati smunshi p which will recognise the rights of the 
piMiple and will inip<»r trust in the people. 

The motion that leave la* given to intmduce tlie Bengal Criminal 
Law Amemlmenl Bill. Ifk'Uh was then put and agree*! to. 

The Se< relary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 Wg to m<oe that the 
Bengal Criminal l>aiw Amen<lment Bill, ID-IO, he taken into i-onsidera- 
iion. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 l)eg to move, by way of 
amendment, tliat the Bill la* circiilated for the pui*pose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon by the .‘Ufth September, lUdO. 

In this connection. Sir, I would draw the attention of this House to 
(be fact that this Bill does not commence liefore the date I have 
mentioned, vi*., the dlHIi Septeml>er, 1930. It is absolutely essential 
that a measure of this chara<‘ter should l)e examined by the country 
very thoroughly before it is put in force or considered by the Council, 
It is no doubt true that this Bill has not come to us as a stranger but 
as an old friend or an old foe. Nevertheless we must not 
forget that it is not a law which we are asked to enact hut a measure 
which is the negation of law. You are taking awa.y the elementary 
rights of the people by this piece of legislation. No doubt, Sir, in the 
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most civilised and well-regulated societies there will arise occasions and 
emergencies when the Government must be armed with special powers, 
but an emergency which necessitates such a step must be of a very" 
grave chara(;ter. The question is: “Docs that grave emergency exist 
In this case.’* I have not been able to make myself believe that that 
Rowlatt Act which was the first of the series to which this Act belongs, 
was a necessity or that it did not do more evil than good. But, 
nevertheless, the original Act was buvsed upon much stronger reasons 
and there was u much stronger case than can be offered for this measure. 
If you read the Rowlatt Report on the basis of which this Act was 
framed, you will find that at that time there was, or at any rate, 
Government had inaterials for believing tliat there was a very wide- 
spread conspiracy to overturn the Goveniinefit of II is Majesty the King- 
Emperor and the crmspiracy worked secretly and laised a heavy toll of 
life. Does this condition of things exist now , or do w*e hear anything 
about it?' The Hon’hle Mr. Prenti<‘e, in introducing the Bill, asks us 
to believe tliat there is. And why? Because a particulai- in‘»tance 
wcurred in (diittagcng. That was not the basis upon which the 
Rowlatt Act was passed. It was not because a paiticular man w*as 
killed or a particular armoury was raided or a particular conspiracy 
confined to, say, a hundred persons existed, that that Act wa>. jMissed. A 
conspiracy like this would not justify the passing of such a drastic 
measure wdiich affects the lil)erty of citizens generally. Sir. l>esided 
that it seems to me that the Chittagong case not an answer to the 
question about the realms for the Act, The Act wa" in existence. The 
old Act which was not re-enacted was in exi.stence all through the time 
that the (Uiittagong conspirators must have Wen working and building 
up that orguni.sation which gave a dramatic demonstration the moment 
the Act expired, 'riie Act did not expire till a few days before the 
Chittagong outrage occurred. Therefore that conspiracy must have 
been in existence and it was a conspiracy whii h was ceilainly of a very 
serious character. If, armed with the old Act, the Goveinment and all 
its advisers, and the hosts of the secret |x>lice, could not get hold of 
these persons and send them up, if they did not think it fit to proceed 
against these persons, and they could not Itnlge them in jail in spite of 
the existem e of the Act. does that furnish any reason for the continuance 
of the Act which did not help them in preventing thi> occurrence? I 
should say. Sir, that that is a prtwf {positive of the utter futility of ft 
measure of this character. It did not help you to prevent a real c<m- 
apiracy of this type. But it will help you to put in jail a number of 
persona w^ho perhaps dream of things, who perhaps do s(»me iqplish 
thinga, but who are not capable of doing an.x'thing serious. Those people 
who can do serious things will not be touched by this Act. No measure 
of legislation will lie able to touch them unless you have an efficient 
ftdministmtion. Did you have that efficient administration at the time 
when the old Ac t was in existence and you were armed with special 
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powm? Were you able then to prevent the ocrurreure which took 
place at Chittopni^J* Thei'efore I think, Sir, that if there in a revt»lu- 
tionary conspiracy of this character, which is yet undeteitietl, this 
Act will be absolutely futile ufjminst it. .lust as it has Wn futil# 
against the conspirators who have l>een responsible for the ('hittagf>ng 
incident, whoever they may Ik*. Now, Sir, it is a fact that it d<»es not 
matter to the Government whether we assent to the measure. But 
all the .same we tor our part can never assent to it until we are satisfied 
with the reaM)Hs. It is a mea.sure by which the liberty of His 
Majesty’s subject*, will In* placed at the mercy of the secret police — 
and that is a tact. Mr. Bi-entice has u.<.sured us that (lovernment has 
taken elalwirate precautions that no person will }«* sent to jail or 
pnxeeded against under the Act on inade(}uate gn)unds. I do not 
<ii8l»elieve him. I do l)elieve that the menilK'i's of the Government here 
do take every pmaution that, upon the pu|>ers presenttKl befc^re 
them, there i.s a case for prcH-eecling against a j)emm under the Act. 

3-4*'» p.m. 

But what alM)ut the sf)urce of those papers)^ Well, Sir, 
ultimately, they are based upon information c»f persons who cannot he 
produced in coud and who cannot Ik* subjected to cross-examination !)y 
counsel. It is on the evidence of such per.*a>ns who are not visible — 
there are lots (d .such persons in the secret servic‘e of the police- tliiit the 
lilierties of the people are taken awa.v. 

It is perfect 1\ true, as the Hoirhle Mr. Prentice says, that 
Mr. Justice (’haiulavurkar and Mr, Justi<*e Beuchcroft, and other judges 
and odicers, who had invest igated these cases, did not find any case in 
whic h action was taken without firoper materials. But 1 ask, Sir, on 
what materials'^ 

Sir, there is no pnivision in the Bill — and I do not think it in 
suggested hy GoveiniiienI that there is such provision — for pla4'ing the 
whole evidenc e before the acc used persons so as to allow' them to answer 
it or te.st it. Now, Sir. anylxidy who has anything to do with the 
practice and the administration of law knows that evidence which is not 
subjected to cross-e.xainination is not worth the paper on which it is 
« ftecorded. And it is suc’h evidence on which action is proposed to be 
taken. 

I do not say that the secTet police always give false in formation. It 
is pli*fectly true that they give true information in a large number of 
cases. I do not for one moment suggest that all the members of the 
police, or even of the sec'ret police, are corrupt, fin the contrary, I 
think that as a body they constitute a set of valuable public servants. 
But nevertheless they are men, Sir. And when you rely upon the 
aecret police alone, the possibilities of abuse — the temptations for 
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abuse — are very great. To justify their existence it sometimes becomes, 
necessary for the secret police to manufacture reports to prop up 
cases. Well, in the case of a measure like this, which is of a temporary 
character — existing for five years only — it means that the life of those 
officers of the police, too, who are engaged in administering this Act 
will extend to five years only. And when the period of five years 
lapses, they have to fall back on something for continuing their 
existence. It is a question of bread and butter with them. Well, it 
is only human to expect that there will be at least some amongst the 
police who would not like to lose their bread and butter. I am not 
drawing on imagination. It is a fact which has been established by 
the history of other countries. And if the historj' of the Rowdatt Act 
and similar other Acts enacted in this country* could l)e adequately 
studied, the same thing w'ould be found. Sir, this was found to be the 
case in Hussia during the Tsarist regime, when Necret police was the 
order of the day and w'hen there w'as no end to the number of persons 
who were sentenced to death, or banishment, or imprisonment, on the 
report of the secret police. The time came when the tables w’ere turned 
on the secret police. And it w*as found that, as a matter of fact, in a 
large number of cases the people were persei.uted by gangs of secret 
pdice, who manufactured evidence against them. 

Well, Sir, can my hon’hle friend, Mr. Prentice, place his hands 
on his breast and say that there is not one man in the whole police 
fonn* capable of tliat sort of thing. T know* he (annot. But having 
regard to the way in which he has supported the police against all 
compluiiits — even <*omplaints within the personal knowledge of meinl)ers 
of this House — it makes us despair of getting proper scnitiny at the 
hands of the Hon’hle Meml>er, which one might expect in the 
administration of an extnjordinary* raeasuiv of this character. 

Sir, the Hon’hle Mr. Prentice asked us to he convinced — he 
leminded us of imr duty to the electorate and to <»ur constituencies, of 
the inexorable logic of facts — he asked us to l>e convinced that 
Government should be armed with extniordinniy powers, and he wants 
U8 to l>e assured that Government will see that these powers are not 
abused. During the last few days we have been discussing numerous 
things which are within our knowledge. Has an^-thing happened 
during that discussion wdiich could convince us of Government's 
anxiety to keep the police in proper check? Are we in a position, 
having regard to the attitude taken up In* the Hon’ble Member in 
connection with questions niised in this House regarding police out- 
rages, to take him at his word that he will not rely upon the secret 
police as he has been doing in the case of the ordinary police? 

8ir, generall.v, the police behove well, but there are cases of excesses 
by the police to our knowdedge, but even in those cases the Hon’ble 
Member has stood up for them and said that he did not believe a single 
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word Against them. In these c iirumstances, it is difhrult to be 
(MHivinofd- I hope notwdy will be convinced by a mere statement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Prentice has not condescended to bring l)efore ua 
any facts other than the Chittagong affair. The Chittagong incident 
belongs to past history. It happened before the expiration of the 
present Act. 

Where are the materials upon whi<‘h the Hon’hle Meml)er asks this 
Council to lie convinced that there is a triih'tprtuul conspiracy which 
alone would justify arming Government with such powers? The 
Hon’ble Mr. Prentice as.sures us that there is a conspiracy. Is it great 
or small in extent? Is it widespread? Is it of such a character as to 
nec-essitate the passing (»f a measure like this? There is absolutely no 
material upon which ilie memliers of this House could he convinced of 
that or of the neces.sity for this meuwsure, and I am sure that memhcrs 
of this House will rememher their duty to their constituencies, of pro- 
tecting the lihertv of llieir ( (Ui'^tituents by md arming Government with 

jiowers for whii h no < n.se has been matle out. 

Sir, all tliat we have got is an a.Hsuraiice — the statement of 
Mr. Prentice — .tiat iMUispiracies similar to the Chittagong conspiracy 
exist. Well, Sir, possibly, Mr. Pn*ntice may have at his (ommand 
materials which lead him to make this statement. In any case, what- 
ever materials he mav have, unless there is evidence which is visible, 
unless the evidence winch is within Mr. Prentice’s knowledge is mad& 
available to the nieiiihers t»f thi'* Ibnise, they cannot agree to the 
passa^^e of this Hill, 'rherefore. Sir, I move that this Hill may lie 

< irculated so that the ( oiintry may have time, may have opportunity, 

to consider whether there is any foundation for the claim made by the 
Hon ble Member that there is a widespread <*onspirncy cif such 
a dangerous i hara< ter ns t(» necessitate the passing of a mea.Hiirt* like 
tiiis. 

Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Sir, I coim‘ from (^hittagimg 
and this Hill has its origin in “the oufragt‘ at Chittagong.” It has 
lieen introduced and not being pressed to division, I cannot say 
whether the majority of elected members who are exju’cted to know 
public opinion have opposed its introduction. After intniduction my 
hon’ble friend Dr. Xaresh Chandra Sen Gupta wants that it should be 
circulated for public opinion. I oppose this pnicedure which W’ill be 
dilatory'. 

The incident of 18»h Apjll de.s<‘iil>ed ns outrage i.s nothing but the 
foolish act of some people which ought to have lieen attempted if at all 
17 day's earlier. It is the action of some wTong-headed persons who got 
hold of some young laiys who in their zeol joined their party and 
heavily paid. for it with their lives. I do not make any further 
statement on this as the matter is tub judice. The fa<*t remains 
that some people Bid elude the vigilance of the police and committed 
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atrocities which are diabolical, which no person will support, which all 
will condemn jicd for which we people of Chittagong are extremely 
sorry. If the Hon’ble Member of Government in charge of 
Administration and public secrurity thinks that such an Ordinance is 
neressary, have it by all means as soon as possible, so that if any such 
incident happens in future, which I hope not, we will be able to take 
the Government to task if after failing to detect the boys in time they 
fall upon their poor parents. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U. vSir, I beg to support the motion 
moved by my iriend T)r. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. In fact, Sir, I 
gave notice of a motion on identical terms. We have heard from the 
Hon'ble Mr. Prentice that Government has got in its possession 
infoimation of the exi.stence of a terrorist nu>veinent at tlie present time 
in Hengal, and he wants the (-ouncil to lielp Government in putting 
down the terrorist ronspiracies. Sir, tlie grounds on which this motion 
for circulation <d the Uill has l>een moved by Dr. Sen Gupta have l>een 
exhaustively gi\en by him, but I should like to put l)efore the Council 
another point ot view. The point is this: Government wants the help 
of the members of tin's Council to put down tlie terrorist conspiracies 
by passing this Pill, liut the cjuestion is whether this Bill will in any 
way help in putting down those conspiracies. Sir, T would submit with 
great confidence to tin* members of this Council that no Act, rather no 
lawless law, of this desc’iiption has ever succeeded in putting down 
teiTorist conspiracies. So far as prcM-eedings behind the purdah are 
coneenied, Bengal is familiar with the working of Kegulation III of 
1818. When Balm Kri.shna Kumar Mitru and Balm Aswini Kumar 
Dutt were deported under that Kegulation, we were told and told 
repeatedly that Government had reliable information in its possession 
to show that Ixuh these gentlemen wen* conspiring or were about to do 
something against public pence and His Majesty’s Government. If I 
mistake not, it has now Wen admitted, even by officials, in regard to 
the cases of these two gentlemen, that for onc'e at least Govemment was 
wnuig. I shall not jeter to the c’u.ses of other jiersons, I may say 
im{K>rtant persons, and ask Government whether the information Wfore 
it in regard to these gentlemen was absolutely conect and whether it 
would not revise its opinion. But in the cas<* of these two gentlemen 
Government acknowledged its mistake, although for more than a year 
these gentjemeii were banished fnim their homes. One cannot say 
whether sueh things, will not wciir agaip under the present Bill. 

4 p.m. 

One does not know that the same thing will not happen under thin 
present Bill if it is translated into law. As Dr. Sen Gupta has pointed 
<*ut if the solitary inatance of an anarc'bist conspiracy at Chittagong 
aWut which we can say nothing, as the case is tttb judicf^ is an illustra- 
tion of the terrorist movement, Government had the men and money 
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at ^air disposal to find it out, l>ut did they get any report about 
this conspiracy before F This conspiracy could not have happened in 
one single moment, it must have taken time to develop. Government 
had the necessary' powers at their. di 8 ]) 08 al, since the last Act had been 
in force up to the beginning of April, but did the existence of that Act 
help the Government in putting down this consi>inicy. Because 
Government has proved itself inefficient to find out the conspirators in 
time, they want to have additional power so that at any moment they 
might proceed against the people against whom the iwilice might chirfvse 
to report. One knows of false cases Wing engineereil by jiolice even 
in this country, even under this august and benign Government, and 
one knows aWut the Naraingarh train outrage case. One has seen how 
some cases, though jiartially true, are bolstered up with false evidence 
in court, and it is only very rarely that these things are delected even 
by cn>ss-exumination. But in the absence of any cross-examination 
what will the executive Govenunent do? They will swallow every 
thing that is ])ut Wfore them by the police as gospel truth, the police 
against whom allegations are made, and refuse tc# see the other side of 
it. What guarantee is there that the mei-e ipse dixit of the |)olice will 
not be emuigh!*' The vital (juestion is whether this Bill, if passed into 
law, nill really help (b»vernment in putting down the anarchist 
movement. T ask the House to agree to this motion that the Bill W 
circulated for the jniip<.se of eliciting public opinion thereon by the 
^lOth Sei)teml>er, 19d0, when there will be sufficient time before this 
present ordinance is due to exjiire. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE; Mr. President, Sir, in supporting 
the iiKjtion brought before us by Dr. Sen Gupta, I beg to say that this 
is a very imi>ortant law which is going to be introdmed in our country. 
Sir, the anxiety of the Govenunent to preserve law and order is equally 
shared by the i)eoi)le of this coiintr>'. Our countrymen also ar® 
interested that conspiracies and other ussociatioiis for the pur|K)se of 
violence and revolutionary ideals should not exist in the country. It 
is also to the interest of the jieople as much as that of the Government 
that our countiy'inen should live in peace and order. Sir, a Bill which 
is g»>ing to take away the rights and liberties of the jieople should 

be placed before the general public for their opinifm whether 
they want this sort of Act or not. It can be reasonably exi>ecled that 
the sober and reasonable sections of the people of this country will not 
be unnet’essarily against the enactment of any law which will produc-e a 
ealutary effect in our country. I do not understand why our people 

should go against it if this law is supposed to be of any j^d to the 

■country'. It is very much desirable that the people of this country 
ehould be given an opportunity to go through the details of the Bill 
in order to enable them to expreas w opinion on it. f?ir, past 

^(xperience has given us this impression that silch Acts have done much 

dO 
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injustice to many people who are innocent. I know of cases where the 
purposes of the Act have been abused by the police. It is therefore in 
the interest both of the Government and the people that I say that a 
law which is iroing* to take its root in the countrj' should be well 
considered by the j>eople and the Government alike. There is no need 
of hurryiiiK a law which will be of ffreat consequence to the people cf 
this country. Therefore, Sir, it will l)e wise and pi*udent to allow this 
Bill to be circulated to jcive an oppoi-tiinity to the people of this country 
to express their opinion on it. 


Tlia Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I must oppose this 
motion. The piojxjsal is that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting publi<‘ o])inion thereon In* the 3()th September, 1930. As I 
exj)lained in iny openinff remarks, the present Ordinance under section 
72 of the Government of India Act lapses by the 19th October. If 
opinions are not received until the 30th September, then unlesn the 
President suspends the standing* onler, the next motion under section 
52 (•’i) of the Oouncil Rules will W that the Memher-in-charge, If; ha 
wishes to firoceed with the Bill, must move that the Bill he referred to 
n Select Committee. One consequence would then he that we will have 
to summon another sesnion of the Council sometime in Otolwr in order 
to deal with this Bill. I doubt if this would he approved of by the 
members of this House. But apart from that, I say that the circula- 
tion of the Bill is totally unnecessary. This Bill proposes to re-enact 
practically exactly what was in the Art of 1925; that Act has Wen in 
force for five years. The contents of this Bill are well known and 
tbetw is absolutely no reason to ask the opinion of the countr>* upon it. 
If it were a new Bill containing new provisions, I might see some 
justification for this motion. I am afraid there is no such reawm and 
I must oppose it. 

The motion that the Bill W circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon by the 30th September, 1930, wns then put and 
a division taken with the following lesult ; — 


ftYEt. 


All, Maufvi HAMsn. 

•alitli. Maulvi tntf MsjM. 

Mr. e. 

•still •sbu Jstifidra Matli. 

•stti, Hr. Nsrsntfrs Kumar. 

•aaa, Mr. t. M. 

•aaiNiaurl, iatou Kialiwi MaMn. 
eamMaury, Maulvl Nnrvi AtoMr. 
9 1mm Orw Amutya flutam 
•uim, tabu Arafutla Kwatar. 
ttaabaaiy, Mautvi tyM iM l > tu<i m . 
nmm KaM Kie iaaul, 
tai Muaaaimt a , Haji* 
flMHurmi, Mr. tyamilnaaMI. 


Has, iabu tuh Lai. 
eaddar, tatb Hueuman eraaad. 
flulNiUMs Maulvl Aiiiur. 

Kat Mabaaai, Muntndra Dab. 

Kay, Sabu Kbatttr Maban. 

Kay ObaauN i ury, Kabu tatitb Obandrm 
Kaut, Babu Hattiii. 

Kay. babu iatyviidra Natb. 

Kay, Mr. Miaiiti tbaabaratMar. 

Kay Cb au d burt, babu Haan bbandra* 
bbami, MmMvi Abbua. 
bau MubML D^* Maraab UbbuMrik 
•irngk, bHIut Tbi babadur. 

OTv WiwOTMa 
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■atok, Maulvi thaili flaliini. 

■al, iabu Lalit Kumar. 

■al. Mr. tarat CKamlra. 

■armat Kai tahib PaiwHanan. 
latir UMin. Maulvi Mahammad. 

Bam, Mr. H. H. 

Cbaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Alimuzzaman. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaBrur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Osman Haidar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan, Mr. O. J. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 6. 

Gain, Mr. 0. R. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Dash, Mr. A. J. 

Eassan, Mr. Q. A. 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Faraqui, tha Han'bla Khan Bahadur 
K. Q. M. 

Parrastar, Mr. J. Campball. 
naRgyll, Rai Bahadur (.usil Kumar. 
BlMMfiavi, tha Nan*bla AlhadJ Sir 
ABiMhSrim. 

B ardda, Mr. A. O. 

Buha, Mir. F. N. 

Bumar. Mr. C. W. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haidar, Mr. i. K. 

Naqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atitul. 
HaBB, Mr, B. F. 

Haphyns, Mr. W. S. 

Haaain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Haasaln, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Bailul. 


Huaaain. Maulvi Latatat. 

Hutahints, Mr. R. H. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdut. 

Katam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muauam Alt. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Masuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han’bla Mr. A. 

MsGlutkia, Mr. E T. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla Sir Fravash Ohundar. 
Mulliak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Has, Ravarand B. A. 

Haiimuddin, tha Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Nalaan, Mr. 4. W. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Finnan, Mr. L. B. 

Frantiaa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. D. R. 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman. Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Barkar, Sir Jadunath. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan, 

San, Rai Sahib Akshay Kumar. 

Shah. Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narapaib 
at Nashipur. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

salaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Stapiatan, Mr. H. I. 

Staan, Lt.-Cal. H. B. 

Sumnar, Mr. C. R. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4, 


The Ayes beinjr and the Noes 69, the motion wan lost. 

[At 4-15 the (ounoil was adjourned for prayer and it 

reaMseinhled at 4-25 

The following motion was not called as it was covered by the 
forejroin^ decisi<in of the Council : - 


MUNiNDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill l>e circulated for the purpoae of eliciting public opinion 
thereon by the 10th September, 1930. 


Mr. PRESIDEIITs I am told that Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai has 
not forwarded to the Secretary acceptances from members whose names 
he has mentioned in his amendment. I had ffiven a waminjr 
time ago that if these acceptances are not forwarded to the Secretary I 
will hold that such amendmentii are not properly made and 
thmfore be movied. 
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The following amendment was not therefore taken up; — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Political Department, Mr. W. S. 
Hopkyns, Babu Jatiudra Nath Basu, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 
Mr. S. M. Bose, Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, Babu Satish Chandra 
Ray Chow'dhurv, Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha 
Bahadur, of Nashipur, Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Buhu, Munindra Dcdi Uai Mahasai, Mr. A. K. Faal-ul 
Hu(i, Maulvi Abdul Hakim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azisul Haque, 
Maulvi Abdul Karim, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, Maulvi Abul 
Kasein, Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy, Mr. Amulya Katan Ghose, with 
instructions to submit their report by the 10th September next and 
that the number <jf members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a (juorum shall be five. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, before 1 move the amend- 
ment, may I fsrint out that I w'as not able up to yesterday to obtain 
the assent of Mr. Jalaluddin Ilasheiny. He has come to-day and has 
signified his willingness to serve on the Select Committee if one is 
ap]N)inted. 

I beg lo move, by way of amendment, that the Bill l)e referred tt) n 
Select (^unmittee consisting of — 

(1) the Ifoii’ble Member in charge of Political Department; 

(2) Mr. B. C. Chatterjee; 

(3) Dr. Naresh Chan<lra Sen Gupta; 

(4) Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul llut|; 

(5) Khun Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque; 

(0) Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Ilashemy ; and 

(7) myself 

with instruction to submit our rejiort by the 15th Octolier, 1930, and 
that the number of memlMMs whose juesence shall In? necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Sir, in commending this amendment to the House I shall not 
repeat the arguments which were placed before the House with regard 
to circulation but wdnoh did not commend themselves to the House. I 
will just say this: as the House might have seen, there are about 76 
amendments to the provisions of the Bill, and some of them are of a 
very vital character. My submission to the House is that, as this is 
a Bill, which admittedly deals with the liberty of the people and which, 
according to the Hon’ hie Member-in-charge himself is a kind of legisla- 
tion which is repugnant to the ordinary mind and ordinary times, unless 
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there 18 a Tery great necessity for hastening the passing of this Bill 
in the present session of this Council, it should be referied to Select 
Committee. 

Sir, in reply to the previous motion for circulation the Hon* hie 
Mr. Prentice was pleased to state that if the nuitum for circulation was 
carried into effect, it would necessitate a meeting of the Council in 
October. If, however, my motion is carried, the Select Committee 
reports by the 15th October, and under the rules the Bill cannot l)e 
considered in Council till Novemlier when, I understand, an onlinary 
session of the Council i.s due to be held. I do not think any ivason 
has been adduced by tlie Hon’ble Member to suggest that, between the 
19th October, 1939, when the Ordinance comes to an end and the two 
weeks thereafter, he is apprehending that something so terrific would 
happen owing to the absence of the provisions of a Bill of this nature, 
as would jeoixirdise the British Empire. If this Bill, which is 
admittedly a sort of dm.slic and einei*gency legislation, is not in force 
for two or three weeks, I submit to the House nothing much will l>e 
lost ; and a Bill of this di astir character ought to he certainly considered 
fully in a Sclec t Committee Is^fore we pledge ourselves to its acceptance. 
I therefore move the amendment. 


The HoiPble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Sir, 1 am afniid the mover 
of this motion has revealed the cloven hoof inasmuch as he has made 
clear that b\ moving this amendment, his intention is not really to 
have the Bill (‘xamined hut t(» have the (Ordinance lajme, knowing well 
that there mu^t be an interval of at any rate a fortnight or three weeks 
l)etween the submission of the re|s)rt c»f the Committee and its c'on- 
sideratinn by the Ccmncil. In my ojaming s|a*ec’h I fiointed out that 
within 14 days cjf the Act of lJt25 lafwing the (*hittagcmg outrage 
occurred. Therefore I say there is at least the possibility that in that 
interval of 14 days or three weeks a revolutionary outbreak might 
occur. 

As regards the other fannt that if the Selcn t (Vmimittee is to refK)rt 
by the loth October the Ordinanc*e only lapses on the 19th 
OctoWr, I may say that it is perfectly imposNihle for 
legislation to Ik* put through after the Select ('ommittee reports and 
Wfore the Ordinance lajaces. In these circumstances Government are 
not prepared to be left again in the position of being without this Act 
or the Ordinance. I therefore oppose the motion. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, in sui^irting the 
motion for reference of the Bill to Select Committee, I wish to say n 
few word.s. The Hon'ble Mr, Prentice ha.s told us that there is no 
necessit)^ for further consideration, becuase the provisions of the Act are 
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familiar, altogether too familiar I eboald say. But that is not the only 
matter for consideration. Whether Ihe Bill in question is an old friend 
or a familiar acquaintance is not the question we are going to examine/ 
Because the Bill is an old one, it is no argument for extending it or 
renewing it. Every renewal of an old measure necessitates a further 
consideration of the circumstances. Well, Sir, the question would 
arise as to whether such circumstances do exist now which '* would 
justify the i>aHsing of this Bill with drastic powers. That is an inquiry 
which the Hon’ble Mover of this Bill seems to l)e extremely anxious 
to avoid. 

In the second place, the question would be, having regard to the 
circumstances in the country at the present day, whether the provisions 
of the Bill should l)e retained in the same form in which they were 
in the jiast, or whether some modifications should not be made in order 
to adapt it to the changed environments and in the light of the 
experience of the adniinistmtion of the Act in the piist. If it was not 
necessary to re-examine the Bill witli reference to surrounding 
circumstances the legislature would not have i>ut down the limitation 
under which the Bill would lafiee after a certain time. A drastic Bill 
of this description does retjuire an examination from time to time and 
that is, I believe, the reason why no permanent Bill of the chariicter 
has yet been passed. 

My hon’ble friend pressed the point that it would necessitate 
another session of the House in (tctolK*r — I think p*'rha|>s in November, 
and (Government w<»uld l>e left without this trusted friend for al)out 
14 days or so. The Ilon’blc Mr. Prentice is very nervous of l)eing 
without this Act for 14 days. I would like to know — and }KU’hai>s the 
House would like to know — what are the ciivumstances which 
cause this amount of nervousness in the (rovernment. No such 
rir<‘umstances have been pUued Indore the House and an old horse of 
Chittagong has been trotted out again. I have told the House that the 
(diittagong affair had al>solutely nothing to do with this Bill. The 
fact that the (’hittagong ouinige occurred 14 days after the 
Act lapsed, to which the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice referred, 
had nothing whatever to do with it. Is it suggested by him 
that if the Act was in force and the outrage was committed, the Act 
would have 1i<*1jhh1 him in any way to prt'vent the outrage or to punish 
the offenders any l>etter than he could do without it? The Act could 
not possibly have prevented a conspiracy of this character from being 
organised and coming to a head and breaking out into an outrage. 
It would have l)een something if the Hon’ble Mr, Prentice could have 
said that, by reoiion of the alwenre of this Art, Oovemment were 
prevented from doing something which might have prevented 
the ot'currence. We are asked to accept his ipse disit, and 
we probably have to accept his will in this matter, though we cannot 
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his word. NeTertheless, I can assure the members that so loag 
as such reasons are not forthcoming, it would b« an insult to our 
intelBgence. 

4-45 pm. 

It would be an insult to our patriotism and we should be failing in 
GUI duty to our constituencies if we were to vote upon a measure of 
this kind simply upon that sort of vague assurance without satisfying 
ourselves that such circumstances exist. No doubt, as the Hon’ble 
Member correctly susi^ecta, we do not want to help him in jaissing 
the measure in a hurry. Our point of view, as Mr. llopkyns iK»inted 
out the other day, ha}>j)ens to be somewhat different. We prire the 
liberty of the |H'ople much more than the Members on (Joverniuent 
benches do. Sir. wc do not forget that our ]a>int of view is different. 
To us, at any rate, human life is more valuable than wine bottles. 

The inoti(m that the Ilengul Criminal Law Amendment Hill, IMdO, 
la* refernvl to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ hie M«*mlM*r in 
charge of the Political I)(‘i>jrrtment, Mr. IL C. ('hatterjee, Dr. Naresh 
(’handra Sen (iupta, Mr. A. K. Fa*l-ul Hu(|, Khun Bahadur Maulvi 
Azizul Ua(|ue, Ma\dvi Sycd Julaluddin Hushemy and Mr. Narendm 
Kumar Basu witli instrm tion to submit their rej)ort by the 15th 
<lrtol)er. IftdO. and that the number of members wluvse presence shall 
Ik» necessary io cori>litute a (|Uorum shall be five, was then put and li 
division taken with the following result: — 


All, Maulvi Hauan. 

■ahih, Maulvi SyM Majid. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Batu, Babu Jalindra Natli. 

Batu, Mr. Nartndra Kumar. 

Bom, Mr. i. M. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kivbori Mafiaa. 
Cliaudhuri, Dr, JaB**Hlra Chandra. 
Choudhury, Maulvi Nurul Abtar. 
Outt, Rai Bahadur Or. Handhan. 
Dhoti, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Ouha, Babu Prafulla Kumar. 
Hahim, Maulvi Abdul. 


Bakali, Maulvi fhatk Rahim. 

Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. tarat Ctiandra. 

Bttir Uddin, Maulvi Mohammad. 

Bum, Mr. H. H. 

OlUMdliurr, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Alimuttamafi. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi MalUur 

Dhhman. 

DfHMdhtiri, Maulvi Syad Oanuin Haidar. 

ChhMdhury, Mali BadI ABdMd. 

Dtnrh, Mr. I. A. 


Hoqua, Kaai Emdadul. 

Mukhapadhaya, Rai Sahib aarat Chandra* 
Paddar, bath Hunuman Pratad. 

Rai Mahatai, Munindra Oab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chavnfhury, Babu tatith Chandra. 
Raut, Bahu Natani. 

Ray, Babu fatytndra Hath. 

Ray, Mr. than! I bhtkharatwar. 
tamad, Maulvi Abdut. 
fan Oupta, Or. Nartth Chandra, 
tiraar. Or. fir Hilratan. 


Cahan, Mr. O. 4 . 

Caapar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oatn, Mr. 0. R. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Dash, Mr. A. 4 . 

Mf* Of A« 

luaufji, Maulvi Mur Rahman Khan. 
Paraaui, tha Hdn'bla Khan Rahadur 
K. •* M. 

Daniuli, Rai Bahadur futil Kwiwr. 
•huMMivi, tha HanWla AHrndJ Bir 
Ahdalharim. 
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Mr. W, N. 
aumtr, Mr. C. W. 

Mabibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haftfar, Mr. I. K. 

HaquB, Khan eahadur Mauivi Axinil. 
HoKKt Mr. Q. f. 

Hapkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Huq, Khan tahib Mauivi Baxiul. 

HuMain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Hutohingt, Mr. R. H. 

Karim, Mauivi Ab|lul. 

Katvm, Mauivi Abut. 

Khan, Khan tabib Mauivi Mtiaxxam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamixuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Luka, Mr. R. R. 

Masuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han’bla Mr. A. ' 

MaOluahia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittra, Babu tarat Chandra. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla tir Pravaah Ohundar. 
Mulliak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nat, Ravarand B. A. 


Naxinhiddin, tha Han'bla Mr. Kbaraja. 
Malaan, Mr. d. W. 

Pfnnail, Mr. L. B. 

Rrantiaa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. 0. It, 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Mr. Bijay Fraaad tinBli. 

Ray, Mr. tailaawar tinsh. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar, 
taadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad, 
iarkar. Sir dadunath. 
tarkar, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan, 
tan, Rai tahib Akahay Kumar, 
thah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid, 
tinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Harayan, 
af Naahipur. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

tolaiman, Mauivi Muhammad, 
ttaplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Sttan, LL'Cal. H. B. 

Thampian, Mr. W. H. 

Travart. Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 


Th(* Ay<*H 1^5 an<l the Noen G6 the motion was lost. 

1'he followinj^ motion was not called as it was covered by the fore- 
ffoin;»’ decision of the (\>uncil : — 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be referred to a Select rommittee consisting 
of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Member in charge of tlie Political Department, 

(2) Mr. W. S. llopkyns, 

(3) Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, 

(4) Mr, B. C. Chatterjee, 

{h) Mr. A. K. Fuxl-ul Huq, 

(G) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Atizul Haque, and 

(7) the mover, 


with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell the House that all the motions that 
were move<l as ameudinents to the motion that the Bill be taken into 
consideration have been dealt with, and now the motion for considera- 
tion of the Bill is open for discussion. 

The motion that the Bengal Criminal I^aw Amendment Bill, 1980, 
be taken into consideration was then put apd agreed to. 
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Tke following* motion was railed but not moved : — 

MaitlYi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that in clause 1 (2) for the 
words ‘‘nineteenth day of October, 1930” the words ” first day of 
January, 1931” shall be substituted. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to ino\e that for edause {3) 
the following shall l)e substituted, namely" : — 

”(.?) It shall extend to such district or districts in the province 
as from time to time be notified in the ('alnittn t/ncrf/c.” 

My object in moving this motion is that OrdinaiU'es have not l>een 
extended to all the jirovinces at one and the same time but have been 
extendp<l gnidually as occasion has arisen. I think on that principle the 
operation of such a penal and extraiirdiiiary legislation should be 
extended to such district or districts as <tccasiou arises. Why should all 
districts be put in the same category y As in I'liittagtuig there have 
betn disturlKinces which call for this Hill, let it be applied to ('hitta- 
gong in the first instance and then it may be extend»*d to other dis- 
tricts when occasion arises. In these cin umstances 1 do not see why 
Government should not accept my motion. They cun always intimate 
this fact by u notificati(Ui in the Calcutta (Ta:cttr, that the openition 
of the Act will l>e enforce<l in any district if it is found that there had 
been a temirist or revolutionary movement in that particular district. 
That is the obj<*<d of my motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I cannot 
accept this motion InH-ause (iovernment is in this unfortunate jw)sition 
that they will have to ajiply the Act at once to every district. There 
is a nucleus of seditious activity and revolutionary organisation in 
every district in Bengal. If the hon’ble member will only cast his mind 
a few years Ir.ick to the cases which have m*cun*ed in the districts of 
Bengal he will realise that his amendment w'ill not help Government at 
all. 

The motion of Babu Satyendra Xath Roy was then put and lost. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: T Wg to move that in clause 
line 1. for the words “five years” the words **six months” shall be sub- 
stituted. 

My object in moving this motion is this: that the periofl of the Act 
should be only for six months. This is an extraordinary piece of legis- 
lation and we can always prolong it as we like. Why then, I ask, 
should the operation of this Bill be extended to five years? 
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Mr. PftEilDENT: Have ytm moved l£ll your motionsf 

Balm SATYENDRA NATH ROYs 1 will move them if this motion 
fails. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: There is a motion stand- 
ing* in my name which is the same as the one moved by Mr. Satyendra 
Nath Roy, and that is that in clause 1 (4), line 1, for the words “five 
yeurs*^ the words “one yeai“ lie substituted, or, in other words, that 
the Bill shall be in operation for one year only. There is no charm 
in a particular figure. I hope that the shorter the period of time 
the better it is in the case of a drastic Bill like this. And I think 
I have got at least one ilhistriouH precedent, a precendent from the 
Mother <»f Parliainents. There is a similar measure sometimes resorted 
to in England: The suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act. The 
Habeas (\upUH Act is never suspended in Parliament for a period 
more than a year at a time. Even during the darkest days of Iri^h 
disturbances/ tlie Habeas Corpus Act was suspendefl from year to 
year and there is no reason why we should depaii from this pre- 
cedent. That precedent is bmnded upon gwd aiid sound reasons, and 
that is this, that a measure of this character which takes away the 
security and liheHy (»f the hu)),!^^^ should l)e examined from time to 
time by the I^egislnture, that the Executive should not be armed with 
more powers of interfereme with the lilrerty of the subje<t than is 
ahsolutely necessary. For that i-eason the Ibirliament has been very 
jealous of granting an extension of the suspension of tlu* Hal>eas (\>rpus 
Act for inon* than one year at a time. T suggest. Sir, that Government 
here ought to follow that pre<‘edent : at any rate they have nothing to 
lose by it. If the <'fmdition of things necessitates tlie continuance (»f 
this measure for another year then we will have another discussion in 
the Council, They may have the same good luck as they tu»w seem to 
enjoy in this Council. The ('ouncil is so loyal i{> Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The other day I told you that the Chair must 
resent any sweeping remark which may be made with the intention of 
lowering the Council as n whole in the estimation of the public. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, the Council has not 
shown itself unreasonably hostile to Oovenrment. Therefore, Govern- 
ment have no reason to apprelrend that if the amendment is (airied they 
will l)e pbu'ed in a ]>ositi(ui of «lifficulty if the ]wesent circumstances 
continue whi»'h iu)w in their judgment justifies tlie measure to continue 
to exi.st. I submit, Sir, if the Hon ’Me Mr. Prentice really feels as he 
has safd, that the measure i.s one which he does not introduce with 
pleasure and that he Iras great reluctance in intrcalucing a measure of 
this sort, I should think he shonld welcome this .suggestion which will 
enable him at any rate to .say that he has done the least that c*ould 
possibly l>e done to impair the liberty of the subject. 



1930^3 OOVJ|^.S^NT BILL. «• 

Mf. NARINDRA KUMAl^RASUl I have ffot aa hmeadment 
ideotiail with that of Mr. Roy that in clauae 1 (:/), line 1, for the worda 
“five jaare’’ the words “two years” l>e substituted. I hope, Sir, that 
the Hon’ble Member will appi'eciate that we are willing to give a little 
more rope to the Ooveriiment in this matter uml that this amendment 
will meet with their approval. Why I urn asking the operation of 
the new law to he limited to two years i.s in fact this: that I expect 
that in two years’ time some sort of lesult would come out of the 
Simon Report and of the Round Table Conference and if that be so 
we expect that the Bengal Legi'^lative Couneil will he more liheraliAl 
after two years and that it will not he a packed house as at present 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 liave had to intervene when Dr. Sen (iuptu 
made a remark like the one yc-u have ju^t now made. 1 must ask you 
to turn your mind away Inmi the suicidal policy of crying down a 
body ot which you are a unit. As President, 1 must resent and rejmdiate 
any aspersion which may \>e cast on this House. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 am sorry, I withdraw the 
expression after yfuii* nding. What I meant to suggest was no dis- 
res|MM t to the Ibu.sc, but what 1 was going to say was that after tAvo 
years we would have a larger pn«portion of elected memWrs in the 
House w'ho would he al)le to voice the real feeling of the |H*opl(* when the 
new' Hehirms conie into existence and that an extraordinary piece » f 
legislatitm (or I may call it) a panic legislation like this — ought not t(» 
last for more than two years. Sir. if it lasts for two years the Hon’ble 
Menilaw may point (uit that an im iflent like that Avhich tfok plaee after 
the unfortunate lajise of the last Af t may oecur again. But T think if in 
two years’ time there is a greater piogress in popular representation in 
the (b>verniuent then these underground consoiracies will naturally 
(•east' to exist and in two years’ time it will not lie necessary to have 
rwonrse trf this sf»rt of extraordinary legislation. Sir, 1 appeal to the 
Hon’ble MeniWr to accept this amendment that the Act when passed 
shall reni.iin in force f(»r two years instead of five years. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: Sir, I rise to suptM>ri thi» 
amendment. The object of this amendment is to reduce the longevity 
of the Bill from five to twc» years. The Bill will mean the negation 
of the rule of law which is the mo’^t prominent feature of modern 
Bntish constitution. EvecA* constitutional principle or rule means the 
security giA'en to rights cf individuals which (hey have under the laws 
of the land. Sir. if there is any sinrerity in the repeated declarations 
of His Majesty’s Government, we have no doulH, W'e are on the threshold 
of great constitutional rhange,s of far*reaching consequences. If the 
Oovemment approach the ideals of the people in a spirit of toleration 
and good-will, anarchical crimes are not likely to recur. There would 
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then be no necessity^for these arbitrary j^wers. I do hope that erery- 
thingr will settle down in the course of the next two years. The pro- 
longation of the longevity of the Bill for more than that period is, 
therefore, quite unnecessary and unjustifiable. 

r also formally move that in clause 1 ( 4 ), line 1, for the words **five 
years’* the words ‘‘two years** shall be substituted. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to support 
the amendment of my friend and in doing so submit that if it is accepted, 
1 will not move my own amendment. When I put that one year, I did 
it deliberately. I did not put it for 3 or 2 years. I’he ruling idea in 
my mind was what has l)een expressed by Mr. Bnsu, that is to say, that 
in the course of this time something mu.st happen which will clear up 
the atmosphere. I think so still. 1 did not supiM)^ the motion for 
circulntirm of the Bill for the purpose of eliciting public ojunioii 
hec'ause I honestly l>elieve that Government would not have come forward 
with suc h a Bill if they did not really feel that thcue was a widespread 
conspiracy which they could disclose to us; otherwi.se they would bring 
foiward a temporary measure for the purpose of restoring |>eace and 
order. I dilTer from them but I cannot charge Government with any 
dishonest motive if they feel their responsibility for law and order 
demands that they must have a measure such ns this which would be 
upiilicaible in the particular circumstanc*es of the case. I submit that 
“two yeaix” had been put to test the honc*st intention of Government 
because in these tvo years Mr. Basu expects that tlie atmosphere will 
clear up and something will c*c>me out of the deliberations of the Bound 
Table Conference*. It is a great hope; it has l)een uttoreil by this House 
and the Hemse has done evervthing tc» win the confidence of Govern- 
ment. We, who are here have gi-eat hopes iilx)ut the result of the 
Bound Table (Conferenc e, but there is a strong IhkIv of c, pinion against it 
outside. We are pinning our faith in the .sense of justice of tho(i>e 
Englishmen «ho a.e really lient upon giving us scmie form of respon- 
sible Government. If that lie .so, we exi>ect something great will happen. 
I exi)ec't it in spite of the pe.ssimisin that prevails in the country* to-day. 
I expect great things are going to happen in the near future when 
British sense of justice will stand vindicated as an outcome of that 
deliberation. If that happens in case the atmosphere is cleared up then 
these misguided young men, when they find that the hone.st method of 
bringing aliout coiistituticmal changes or rather ]Kditic‘al freedom has 
succeeded will dissolve then and there. Taking for granted that our 
hopes do not come true, taking for granted that the worst fear of these 
who are |>essimistic are realised and nothing comes out of the delibera- 
tions between British statesmen and Indian politicians, in that case what 
will happen I am afraid to think. I may as«ert that this hope if falsi- 
fied, although I am hoping it will not be the case, will increase 
in such a degree the chaos in the country* that such a legislation 
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will not be ol any avail as has Wen remarked by one of the 
members. We must then say that against the will of the whole nation 
and aguinst the opinion of the country as u whole against such methods, 
draatic measures like this are of no avail. I do Wiieve that ns a matter 
of fact these measures have been tried times witlumt number; it was 
tried in 1926 and even Wfore that also and we accepted them as a 
natural course of events. I do not impute any motive to Govern ment 
for trying remedies they think proper but if the remedies fail to pnaluce 
the desired eflPect then like a true doctor they must try conciliatory 
measures. If these measures fail to produce the desired effect in two years 
then it will he hitrh time for Government to apply other methods which 
have been found all the w(»rhl over to W the only efficacious remedy to 
remove the distempers of the Ixidy [mlitic. If Government comes down 
and accepts the substitution of two years for five yeai*s, then Mr. Hasu 
and all of us will he grateful. Government will stand vindicated, and 
no harm, no great harm, will W done because the Act can easily W 
revived after two years, llengal atmosphere is Rurchnrge<l to-duy ; for 
once just ('onie down from the high pedestal and try to meet the wishes 
of the people half way. In that case we .shall at least have the satis- 
faction that Government have for once at least treated our suggestion 
svni| atlicti( ally. Gm these grounds. I .Minport the motion that is Wfore 
us and if it is ac(‘epte<1, T will not move my amendment for one year. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: T Wg to move formally tliat in 
clause 1 (*/). lii»e 1, for the W(»rfls “five years” the words “three y(‘urs’' 
he suh.stituied. 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: T wish I could have Wen 
able to accept the pp)jH»sal uhicli has Wen supported by the last sfwnker. 
Although he doc^ r.-cognise that the tiovernment are honestly trying to 
push forward a meHsnie which they honestly believe to he to the Wst 
advantage of the province, unfortunately all his argument is based on 
the fact that f»olltieal < liange.s may stop this revolutionary movement. 
Unfortunately t)»is is an argument which I cannot accept Wcause I do 
not personally txelieve that any political concession on the basis of the 
Simon Report Ci any other report will lend at once to the dropping of 
this revolutionary movement. 

6-15 p.m. 

So far as my information goes, the movement is entirely different 
from political agitation. As I said in my opening speech, this 
Bill does not touch political agit.'ition at all. This is a movement by 
itself, and it»aims aiul objects are quite apart from those of people who 
are honestly agitating for a change in the constitution of the country. 
We have had experieni*e for five years of the working of the Act, and 
failed in attaining our objective not because the period was too long, 
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but because we realised that as the date on which the legislation woul4 
expire was* drawing near, w'e had to abstain from further action^ 
Wn fortunately, all our experience leads us to believe that a shortot* 
period than live years will not serve our purpose, and my own, view ia 
ihat this movement will go on for a considerably longer time. It has 
gone on for alumt 25 years and has gained in volume, and it hAe 
nothing to do either with the Simon lleport or with political agitation. 
If we accept all that has been said by the various members, supposing 
the position remains bad, I ask what are you going to do? In about two 
years* time or thereabouts there may be a change in the constitution. 
If the Bill expires in two or tliree years, one of the first steps which the 
Government u?ider the new constitution will have to take, if the 
movement still exists, will be to tackle this unpopular question of 
dealing witii the terrorist movement, and in my view of the future 1 

am afraid that Government will have to pass a Bill of this kind. If I 

am wrong and Halm Satish Chuiulra Kay Ghowdhurv is light, and the 
movement dies out, the Act will not he used at all and will die a natural 
death ; hut that will be better for the new Government than to have to 

pass a Bill like this at the very start. 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: It will W an 
inauspicious start for the new Government. 

The motion that in clause 1 {4), line 1, for the words “five years** 
the words “six months’* be sulwtituted was then put and lost. 

The motion that in clause 1 (4), line I, for the woids “five years** 
the words “one year” l»e substituted was then put and lost. 

The motion that in clause I {4), line I, for the words “five years’* 
the words “two years’* be substituted was then put and a division takan 
with the following result: — 


AYE«. 


ANf ilsulvi muse, 
iskth, Msulvi tyss MsJlS, 

Aswsrii, Mr. <e. 

ASMii Mr. Narsntfra Kumar. 

■aM. Mr. t. M. 

OMiMtauri, Or. Jasaadra Chandra. 
Ohawdhury, Mauivi Nurul Abtar. 
Oaa, Rai Rahadur Kamini Kumar. 
•Mutt, Rai Rahadur Dr. Haridhan. 
MRiillsh, MhKtvi Muhammad. 
arms, Or. AfNiHiM Ratan. 

OMiR, RaRa Rrafulla Kumar. 
MRkHlA Mauivi RRRut. 

M t Ha ia, MaMvi M uha Mi aaR . 
HaiiM^^llautdi RMRI. 

4ai mmioiimMR, iiaik 
.OMttra, RaRu Rwtit ARa u R r a . 


MukhspaUhaya, Rai Rahih Urat ORanira* 
Rsddar, Rath Hunuman Rraaad. 

Rai MahaMi, Munindra Osh. 

Ray. Habu hhaltar Mahan. 

Ray Chaardhury, tabu Ratiab Chandra. 
Raut, Rabu Hoaani. 

Roy, Rabu Utyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Rijay Fraaad Rinsh. 

Ray, Mr. Railaaarar Rinsh. 

Ray, Mr, Rarat Kumar. 

Ray, Mr. Rhunti Rhahharaswur. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rabu Ham PRRRdru. 
tahana, Rabu Ratya KluhaM 
Rumud, Mauivi ARdua, 



Rirsar, Or. Air NiRruMM. 
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Ml, M0b9 Ulit Kumar. 

Ml^ Mr. tarat Chamtra. 
garam, Rai Sahib fanahanan. 

Batir UBBin, Maulvi Mahammtd. 

BKm, Mr. H. M. 

Chaudhuri. Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Blimuxzaman. 

Chaudhui^ Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaBxur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Osman Haidtr. 
Chawdhary, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Ctarh, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan. Mr. 0. J. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Oain, Mr. Q. R. 

Dash, Mr. A. 4. 

Eatsan, Mr. Q. A. 

Eusufii, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Paraqui, tha Han'bla Khan Bahadur 
K. Q. M. 

Qanfuli, Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. 
Bhufnavi, tha Han'bla Alhadj Sir 
Abdalkarim. 

•ardan, Mr. A. O. 

Ouha, Mr. P. H. 

Ournar. Mr. C. W. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khsraja. 

Haidar, Mr. S. K. 

Haaua, Khan Brhador Maulvi Atitul. 
Hagg, Mr. Q. P. 


Haphyns, Mr. W. S. 

Huq. Khan Sahib Maulvi Baxlwl. 

Hussain, Maulvi t.atafat. 

Hutehings, Mr. R. H. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muauam Ali 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

LuhS, Mr. N. R. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han'bla Mr. A. 

MaClushia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla Sir Provaah Chundar. 
Mulliak, Mr. Muhunda Bthary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Nazimuddin, tha Han'bla Mr. Khtfaja. 
Nalsan, Mr. 4. W. 

Pinnall, Mr. L. 0. 

Prantiea, tha Han'bla Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur 
Ray. Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Sarkar, Sir dadwaalh. 

Sarkar. Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Siaplatan, Mr. H. t. 

Stsan, Lt.>Cai. N. B. 

Thampsan, Mr. W. H. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 


The Ayes .‘i.'i and the Nm*H (he motion was lost. 

The motion that in clauae 1 (¥), line 1, for the words “fivtp years*’ 
the words “three yean.” be sulwtituted was then put and lost. 


Mr, PRESIDENT* The question is that cluuse 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

. The motion was put and agreed to. 


CUiuie 2. 

Mr. NAREMDRA KUMAR lAtUs Mr. President, 8ir, T beg to 
move that clause 2 {!) (j) be omitted. My ground for moving this 
amendment — I shall put it as briefly as possible— is this: This clauhe, 
as the House will see, empowers Government to pass certain orders with 
respect to any person who has acted, is acting, or is about to act, in 
contravention of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, or of the Explosira 
Substances Act, lfKJ8, whereas the two remaining clauses of the Ml 
deal with offences under the Indian Penal Code. This clause deals wilk 
offences the Indian Anns Act and the Explosive Substanceg Act, 
and the reagofii why I wimt Hiig clavse to be excluded is that lb# 
piDvigtot^lll Diesg two Acta give rise, or father may M note 

panicby action on iEc part el the polioe than the pBoaiMOM hi tht 
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Indian Penal Code. Further, when a panicky rejwrt ie given by the 
police with regard to people who are supposed by them to be about to 
act in contravention of the provisions of those Acts Government, or 
rather the executive -.luthorities, who will be responsible for dealing 
with such reports, will lose their heads and pass more panicky orders 
under this clause. I, therefore, pi-opose that this clause be omitted 
from the Bill. 


Thai Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I am afraid I must 
oppose this amendment, as anybody who is ac'quainted with the 
terrorist movement in Bengjil knows that practically all the danger 
which arises from this movement is due to the misuse of arms and 
eji^plosives. I do not always wish to hurj) on Chittagong, where there 
was u misuse ot anus and explosives. I’ake the Mechuabazar ca.se, 
which was tried oy a Special Tribunal in June last. Take the case of 
the other accu.sed persons who were tried under the Criminal Law 
Amendment A(*t during tlie period 1925-30. To take away this clause 
is to take away the real safeguard against the misu.se of arms and 
explosive. And, therefore, I must oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and lost. 
5-30 p.m. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I beg to move, by way 
o! amendment, that for clause 2 (/) (/) the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(il has ccdlected, prcK'ured, manufactured or dealt in or is 
attempting to collect, pnx'ure, manufacture or deal in arras, 
munitions ()r explosives in contravention of the piovisioiis of 
the Indian Arms Act, 1878, or of the Explosive Substances 
Act, 1908, ill pursuance to or in furtherance of any 
conspiracy to wage w’ar against the King or of any cons- 
piracy to commit any offence specified in the First Schedule.’* 

The motion which I have placed liefore thi.s House is verj^ different 
from the motion wliich has been proposed by my friend Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu. I do not propose that offences under the Explosives Act or 
the Arms Act should lie taken away from the purview of this Bill. What 
I propose is that the words of the section as shown in the amendment 
ahall include only really serious offences under the Explosives Act or the 
Arms Act. I have not put in there nn>-thing which is not really 
■contemplated by the authors of the Bill, I have only made clear what 
IS evidently in the minds of the authors of the Bill. If the hon’ble 
tnembera will look at the provisions of this clause which says that “any 
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person has acted, is acting* or is at>out to act in contravention of the 
provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, or of the Explosive Substances 
Act, 1908,” they will find that it is tfK) wide. If a person keeps a 
<ertain quantity of explosives, in ex<‘ess of what is allowed hy law. he 
commits an oflfence under the Explosive Substances Act. It a i>erson 
possesses an arm without a licence, he comes under the Arms Act. That 
is not what the Bill seeks to provide against. Such jrer.soiis can be 
dealt with under the provisions of the ordinary law. The Bill seeks to 
provide against persons who are floing these things, who are keeping 
arms for the purpose of any <‘(u\spiracy. I’his is indicated hy what 
follows in the .>.e(‘tion : “(he bx-al tbivernment. if it ts sntiitficd that 
such person Is o niemher or is heinp controlled or instipnted In/ o member 
■of any assoruitmn of irhirh the ohjerts and methods tnrlnde the dotny 
i>f any such acts, or the rfunnnssion of any of such offenee'< may hv 
order in writing give all or any of the tollowing dirci tions.” So it is 
contemplated by this section of the Bill that urti<m will he taken against 
persons only wlieri Mieie is a conspirn*) liehind it. It that is the real 
oliject, that ohjef t sluodd he made ver\ sj»ecitic an<l »-leai’ in suh-slause 
{/> (/) I have therelore sugg«.sted tlo' suhst ittition ot the f(dh>wing 
to make the intention <d the legislature jieitectly ideal -“has iidlected, 
piocuied, maniitactnied oi dealt in or is attempting to eidlcn’t, pnx’ure, 
niaii'itactuie oi deal in aims, munitions oi explo-sives in contravention 
ot the pro\isj()nH ot the Indian .\nns Ait, IHTH, or of the Explosive 
Suhstaiiees Act, IIHIS. in pursuamo to or in fui-theraiice <d' any 
consj)irar\ to uagi* uai against the King or of any conspiracy to 
I’ommit any oflem-e specified in the hdrst Sidieilule.” I take it, it is 
not (lie intention of (rovernment to proci*ed agaitist any yierson other 
than those who would he imliuled in the uords 1 have suggested. My 
amendment, therefore, takes away the fault in drafting which makes 
this suh-( laiise too exten^ive and covers a larger numlM»r of people than 
is really conteniidated hy the spirit and purpose of this Bill. I take* 
it that it is not the cdiject of (lovernment to ymK-eed against persons 
iither than tho'.e 1 have* sj»e(*ifjed in the aineiidment. d'herefoie, I am 
c'onfideiit that the lion ’hie Memlier will see liis way to accept this 
amendment. In asking him to do so, I must ask him once for all to 
.shake off the idea, winch is perhaps working at the Imck of his mind, 
dhat thase whr> are ojiposing the Bill are advfxates for the terrorist. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I should like to tell the 

member that I have no such suspicion. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I can tell the Hon ble 

Member that we are not advocates for the terrorist; if we are attempting 
to obstruct the passage of this Bill or to give it a different shape it is 
bei'ause the Bill is going to affect the subjects of the province in general 

40 
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and for sake of giving adequate protection to the people from the* 
attention of the more zealous officers of the polit;e. Let the police know 
that evei-y violation of the Arms Act is not within the province of this 
Bill, but only such violation of the Anns Act and Explosives Act that 
are committed in pursuance of a conspiracy. If Government suspects- 
that aims are collected for the purpose of u conspiracy, Government 
will be free to u<*t under the section a.s I have drafted as well as under 
the section in the original draft. Under these circumstances, I think, 
there is ahsolutely no reason why Government should not accept this 
amendment. Tlie section us proposed by me only makes the object of 
the Bill clear and brings home to the mind of ever\' policeman who will 
have to take puit in the admini.strution of this Act what is the real 
scope of the law. In a measure of this character it is of the utmost 
Importance that the proviHions should be made as clear as possible. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I btg to- 
Hupp(»rt this in<»tion. Beading l)etween the lineN of this motion it 
appears to me tfuit it is the drafting of a man whc is a past master in 
the art of drafting, ami at the same time wants to n»pe in the class of 
persons against whom oft’euce can be proved in a couil of law. I have 
tried to l>e as moderate as possible in my amendments and probably in 
my efforts I have at times under-shot the mark. 'I'he acceptance of 
Dr, Sen Gupta’s amendment will 1 sax take awav tljc necessity of 
pushing on iny amendment No. 21. The difficulty is iliat the words of 
suh-s<»ction (<) are delightfully vague and beautifully indefinite. One 
officer might lie influenced to think that a rertain person is about to 
act against the provisions of the Indian .Kinis Act. It should be noted 
that no definite provisions are mentioned here. 'Ihere aie technical 
offemes under tlie Arms Act J know, and if tfiese technical offences are 
<*ommitted by a man who really d<H‘s imt happen to he a memher of any 
such association, lie i*an easily he roped in provided he is not in the 
good graces of those with whom the power lies of arresting. As regards 
the Explosives .\ct with whicli I have im luquaintance as I have always 
kept away Inith from explosives and fioin the Explosives Act, but I 
can easily say that there must l>e pix)vi.sions in the A< t which also might 
he abused in this way. To avoid all tliese, this amendment has been 
proposed and 1 am sure it will leave no loophole to the guilty to 
es<’ape, and at the same time it would l>e extremely (autious and useful 
in enabling inmaent persons to keep out of the clutches of the law, I 
Huhthit, thert'fore, that Govenimenf ought to accept this amendment. 


Mr. <1. W. NBL80N: I rise on l)ehalf of (Jovernment to explain 
why Government is unable to accept the amendment. Government 
fully accepts the fx>sition that this Bill is intendeil to deal with 
conspiracies. If there were no conspiracy there would have been no 
Bill whatsoever. My real objection to ibis amendment i'i that it does- 
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not deal with conspiracies at all. The words ‘‘has collected, pnx'ured, 
manufactured or dealt in arms, munitions or explosives” do 
not cover the case of conspirinif to do these thing's. Nor 
do the words “utteinptingf to” do so (‘over the ruse of conspiracy. An 
attempt, as explained in the Indian 1‘enal (’ode requires the doinjfj of 
some act towards the commission of an offence. A conspiracy to 
manufacture arms and explosives does not (‘ome within this amendment 
until (he persons begin to manufacture or collect materials for the 
manufacture. It is not the intention of (Jovernment to deal with 
isolated breaches of the Arms and Explosives Acts by individuals. 
These would be dealt with under the ordinary law. 

5-45 p.m. 

(b)vei nment *H intention is t(> deal with cases which are 
connected with conspiracy. Then again the amendment does 
not Tiieiiticm {lossession of arms oi explosives. It is well 
known that in any rev(dutionary (<>nspira<*y arms and 
anmniiptions ate alwa\'. kept NMth the most innocent-looking 
pers<»ns — a i)erson who is least likely to be suspected; that perscm will 
rievet take utiy active part in the doings of that ccmspiracy. His sole 
work i** to be in charge of anus; he may imt e\en tomb tliem ; but hd 
i^ a very dangerous member of the conspiracy, and if this amendment 
were a<<ep(ed a man of this kind c<»uld not be dealt with. For these 
reas<ins. Sir, I am instiucted to say that (lONernment cannot accejit the 
ainendnuuit 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, in supporting the 
amemiment moved by Dr. Xaresh (’handia Sen (luptn I have to jioint 
out that in spite of the explanaticm that the Legal Ilemembram er ban 
given lie has absolutely lost sight of further provisions of this section. 
This amendment only seeks to amend clause £(/) (i). Hut the 
other provision, namely, t? (/) dii} “the Ivocal Government, if it is 
satisfied that such person is a member, or is Wing contndled or 
instigated by a member, of any association of which the objects or 
methods im lude the doing any (»f sm h acts or the commission of any 
of such offences” — these words remain in spite of this amendment. 
Therefore if this amendment were accepted T submit that there would 
be nothing to prevent Government from dealing with any person who 
is a memWr of an asscKdation for the pur|>ose of c<d lection, procuration, 
manufacturing or dealing in or attempting to deal in, arms and 
explosives or munitions, and therefore the object of Government in 
served by this. I do not see any reason why the words “collwtion, 
procuration, or dealing in arms, ammunitions or explosives” would 
not cover the case of possession. Any one who collecds arms, procure# 
arms or deals in arms and explosives — he certainly would he a person 
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who is in possession of these things and there is no reason to snppose 
that possession of these articles would not be an offence if Dr. Sen 
Gupta's amendment were accepted. 

I am very glad that the last speaker on behalf of Government has 
not trotted out the King Charles’ head of the Chittagong conspiracy. 
So far as this amendment is concerned it would certainly deal with 
cases like that and others now being investigated in Chittagong and I 
submit, Sir, that no case has been made out why the beautifully vague 
language of clause 2(7) (/) should not be made more precise and more 
definite, as has been sought to be done by the amendment of Dr. Sen 
Gupta. 


Tlw Horfble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I urn iu)t dragging in the 
case of Chittagong but this time I am referring to the Mechuabazar 
case. In that case one accused was charged with being in possession 
of a bombshell ; two other accused with being in possession of explosive 
substances and another was furtlier charged with }>eing in possession 
of explosive substances for another accused. These are all offences and 
these people were all convicted. This was of course a case thajb went 
to a court, hut surely it show’s that possession of explo.sives is one of 
the most dangerous parts of a revolutionary conspiracy. This 
amendment w’hich does md include possession would endanger this 
Bill very considerably and I must oppose it. 

The motion of Dr. Nnresb Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and 
a division token with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AH, Mtutvi Hattan. 

■aktli, Maulvi tyad Majid. 
Banarji, Mr. P. 

Smmi, Sabu Jatindra Natb. 

■Mil, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Bata, Mr. S. M. 

Obattarjaa, Mr. B. 0. 

OhawflMiry, Maulvi Nurul Abaar. 
Outt, Rai Bahadur Br« .NBridban. 
Bbauh Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

Noqut, Kail Emdadul. 


Muhhopadhaya, Rai tahib Sarat Chandra. 
Rai MahaMi, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu K hat tar Mahan. 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satiah Chandra. 
Raut, Babu Haatni. 

Ray, Babu tatyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. iarat Kumar. 

Ray, Mr. thanti thakbaraawar. 

•amad, Maulvi Abdua. 

tan Bupta, Dr. Narath Chandra. 

iiraar. Dr. Sir Nilratan. 


NOES. 


Sal, Sabu UHt Kumar. 

Sal, Nr. tarat Chandra. 

Sarma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Baalr UBBin, Maulvi Mahammad. 

Bum, Mr. N. N. 

BhaudlMtH, Khan Bahadur * Maulvi 

Ohaudhuri, KNmi Bahadur Maulvi Hatnir 
Rahman. 

Bhaudhuri, Maulvi Byvd Daman Haidar. 
Dhamlhiiry, Nap Sadi Ahmad. 


Clarh, Mr. I. A. 

Oahan, Mr. D. d. 

Caapar, Mr. C. D. 

Dain, Mr. 0. R. 

Daa, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Daah, Hr. A. J. 

BuaulU Maulvi ^Nur Rahman Khan. 
Pnranui, tha Han*blt Khan Bnhndur 
«( D. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. d. Oamphal t . 
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•angMli^ ltei tutil KiiiMr. 

m AIMJ Sir 

AMtMtrfM. 

AwiMT, m, c. w. 

lUbibuilali, lUwftb fCiimiJa. 

Haidar. Mr, t. K. 

HadM. Kuan Baliadiir Maulwi Aiiiul. 
Han. Mr. fl. P. 

Hapkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Had. KlMa laliib Mavivi dailal. 

Hutsain. Maulvi Utafat 
Hatafiififi, Mr. H. H. 

Kkan, Kdan taiiib Maalvi Muauam All. 
Kluui, Maulvi Taiairaddin. 

Kban, Mr.'^ftataur Rabmaa. 

Lat MubamiiHNl, Haji. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Manr. tba Han*bl« Mr. A. 

MaOltttbit, Mr. E. T. 

Mitivr, tba Haii'bla Sir bravatb Cbundar. 


Mttliiaii. Mr. Mukuada MMiry. 

Nat, fltvarvad R. A. 

NatimiNMin, fba Haa'bla Hr. Kb«a|a. 

Ntlaaa, Mr. 4. W. 

bifinail, Mr. L. 8. 

brantiaa, tba Hoa'bla Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rabman. Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdar* 

Ray, Mr. Bijay Fraaad tingb. 

Ray, Mr. Sailaawar Singb. 
tarkar. Sir Sadunalb. 
tarfcar, Rai Sabib Rabat! Maban. 

•an, Rai Sabib Akabay Ruauir. 

Sbab. Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Staalataa, Mr. H. E. 

Staan, Lt.-Cai. H. B. 

TbamiMan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. d. 


Mr« PRESIDENT: Is Maulvi Abdul Hakim here? Were you in 
the ohamlier when I ordered the division? 

MauJvi ABDUL HAICIMs No. Sir, I had g^one to the office and 
from there I came to the lobby to vote. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case I cannot permit your vote to bo 
rei’orded. Your name must be expunged fitmi the division lists. 

The Ayes being '^2 ami the Noes the motion was lost. 

r> t>.m. 

Baby SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that clause 

2 (J) ( ill) be omitted. 

Sir, I Nhall lead the dause whieh I want to ilelete: — 

StH'tion sb (Iaii.se (/> int) .says — “has aeted, i.s ailing or i.s about 
to act with a view to int(*rfeie by violence or by threat of violence 
with the administration of justice." Sir, the winding of clause 
2 (/) ifn) in the Bill is, in my opinion, veiT eliistii^ and vague. lu 
Chapter XI of the Indian Penal f’ode, there is irrovision for 
1 unishment of offeiiees against public justice. I think that (%n|.tcr 
XI is exhau.stive ami such sections of Chapter XI of the Indian Penal 
CcMle which are intended to lie imluibnl might have beini mentioned 
in Schedule I. In elau.se 2, sub-elause (I) (i) and (rV) offences are 
jipecifiially mentioned n.s they are either under the Indian Arms 
Act or the Explosive Substances Act or under certain sections of the 
Indian Penal (?ode. But any offence, however slight, might be 
included in the paHit iilar words which 1 want to be deleted. Even 
an ordinary conipiaint by a proc<?ss.|iierving peon might lie construed 
as an offence against the administnition of justice. Under ihegB 
circumstances my motion is that these words should be deleted. 
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Maulvi ABDilS MMADS Sir, I give my wholehearted ^tijppori to 
the motion which has been moved by tile previous g|)eaJcer. Sir, 
having failed to throw out the Bill, it is our duty to mitigate its evil 
effect as far as possible and in that view, Sir, I support this motion. 
In supporting this motion I would, with your permission, briefly refer 
to the past history of the Criminal Law Amendment* Act. The 
provisions of this Bill are identical with those of the Aci of 1925. 
The first Bill was introduce<l in this Council in January 1925 for 
suppi'essing terrorist crimes in the province. I shall refer to what 
Sir Pn>vash said in support of the motion. Sir Provash, then an 
ordinary member of the Council, opih>sch 1 the motion for th© introduction 
of the Bill. It will ho very interesting for the members to kno^ 
the giounds on which Sir Provash oi>i|K>8ed it. “I am sorry to say,'* 
observed Sir Provash, “that the Bill i>ro])oses not a physiciai|^ 
treatment of the malady, but a quack’s remedy.” Continuing his 
st)ee<;h he said: “I think that if the Bill l)e certified or passed by 
the liegislative Cmiicil, it will not only fail in its objet't but will 
perhaf>M be, although it is furtherest from the intention of the 
Memliers of (loveriiment, n helpful measure towards propiigation of the 
revolutionary movement.” He further said: “This l>eing my view I 
have, after mature cousideration, come to the conclusion that in the 
very interest of the object, Government have in view, and out of 
loyality to the Committee” (meaning the Kowlatt Committee) “on 
which 1 had the privilege to serve I must oi)])ose the Bill.” Sir, my 
submission is that those observations of Sir Provash should still hold 
g(K>d and this repres.sive law ought not to find a ix*nnanent place in 
the Statute B<H»k, and that when it has been introduced and is going 
to be considered, I think it is our duty to make it as much less 
hai'mful as jHissible by deleting the clauses which are objiM-tionable. 
With these few' words I resume my seat. 

Mr. R. H. HUTCHINGS: The mover of this amendment began 
by saying, I think T am right, that he objected to the clau.se and he 
wished to delete it because the w’ording was too wide and too vague, 
ily submission to tha House is that if that w^as his view his proper course 
would have been to projiose an amendment to the clause which would 
have brought about the change in the actual wording limiting it to the 
objects of the Bill as the propo.ser intended. He has not adopted that 
course; he has adopted the course of deleting the entire clau.se from the 
Bill. I think the mover of this amendment would be the last person to 
advocate that Government should have recourse to special procedure when 
they might have used or could have used or should have used the ordin- 
ary course of the or<linary criminal law. One of the main reasons why 
Goyeminent are forced to introduce this Bill is that the activities of 
auch ass<iciattons and such societie.s as are attacked by this Bill have 
reaulted in the post in a serious interference with the course of 
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Jostic*. 'Cbere iiav6 been cnneH of infmidation of jnriea, there haire 
been casee^ of intimidation of witneenes and of difficulties in the 
production of evidence before the courts. We seek by clause 2 (/) 
(i?7) to protect the courts and all who work in them or th(»!»e who 
«ttome forward 15 #five evidence before them. That is our <d>ject in 
including this section. If the mover advocates that this protection 
^ the courts should be removed, what he is really doing is advocating 
that any attempt by Government to use the courts in this type of 
case must for ever and always l)e abandoned. On this gitmnd on 
behalf of Government 1 op[»ose the amendment. 


' Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs The hon'hle member 
■who spoke for G(>vprnment has complained that instead of attempting 
amend the provisions in clause 2(7) (iii) the mover has asked for its 
removal. It is po.ssihle that an aniendinent might have been formulated 
which would spe<‘ifically prevent only the most aggressive forms of 
interference with justice which might possibly come within the scope 
•of this Act. Hut I do not think that Government have shown their 
appreciation of suih aineiHlrnents in such a measure as to enable it to 
•expect such assistance from the nieml>ers of this House. If that were 
so, their treatment of the last amendment would have been different. , 
At any rate they might have come forward with an amendment or the 
amendment which I brought foni'ard would have met with their 
approval. I do not tliiiik that Hr. Hutchings luis made out a case for 
the retention of this clause at all, I was watching to find him mention 
certain cases in which this clause might possibly come into operation. 
He referred to the intimidation of junirs and intimidation of witnesses. 
These are, Sir, ver>' ordinary offences which can be dealt with by 
•ordinary processes of law. If intimidation of jurors or of witnesses ill 
n particular case is heard of, then those men who intimidate the juroti 
•or the witnesses can he brought before the court and punished. Thi»« 
-offence cannot he of such a general and insidious character ns to call for 
action under the drastic provisions of this Hill. Now, Sir, there is an 
apprehension that in some cases witnesses may he intimidated. Theta 
have been cases in which witnesses have lieen intimidated or even 
killed. In these cases the offenders have always been pnniahad. I do 
not think that there is any case in which offenders have not been 
punished. There may be cases in which offenders have not been 
punished and there may be cases in which such offenders have got out 
of the clutches of the police even in spite of this Act. Txxiking at the 
other side of the shield; What about the intimidation of witnesses by 
the prosecution? What about taking away the people who might assist 
in the defence on the pretext that they have been intimidating 
witneases? I do not impute diabonest motives to any one, although it 
is a fact, and it is within the knowledge of every criminal lawyer in 
tiiia country, that even when the proeecuior is the Crown ihn 
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prosecution has the habit of taia||>ermg with witnesses ; by enacting this 
measure you are placing in their hands a provision which may be 
utilised for the purpose, not of assisting administration el justice but 
of perverting justice. Jurors and witnesses are intimidated and may 
be intimidated and tampered with both by the defence and the 
prosecution, but the prosecution by this provision is being given an 
additional weapon of defeating justice. For this reason that nothing 
more serious, nothing more urgent, has been put forward on behalf of 
Government — I support this amendment. 


The Hofl^ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid 1 cannot 
accept the reasoning of the last speaker. For the fact that this is a 
real danger is shown by the remarks of the Howdatt Committee. In 
paragraph 171 of that report — I will not take np the time of the 
Council by reading it — they have given specific instance where the 
terrorism of witnesses and other persons has interfered with the course 
of justice. This provision was necessitated hy sad experience and I 
am afraid we cannot accept the amendment. 

The motion that clause 2 (/) (u'i) be omitted was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


All. Mftuivi HsMan. 

Saliih, INautvi tyta Majitf. 
■anarjl, Mr. P. 

■atu, Babu .latiiulra Nath. 

Satu, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

•#M. Mr. t. M. 

OJiatiarjaa. Mr. B. C. 

Bhaudhury, Mauivi Nurul Abaar. 
Outti ftal Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 
Pailullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

« Shaaa, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 


Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Hoqua, Kaii Emdadul. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mohan. 

Ray Chaordhury, Babu Satith Chandra. 
Raul, Babu Hoaani. 

Roy, Babu tatyrndra Nalh. 

Ray, Mr. lhanti Bhakharaawar. 
tamad, Mauivi Abdua. 

San Oupta, Dr. Naravh Chandra. 

Siraar, Or. Sir Ni Ira tan. 


NOES. 


Sal. Babu tali! Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. iaral Chandra. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Bailr Uddin, Mauivi Mohammad. 

Bum, Mr. H. N. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Alimuiaaman. 

Chatidhurl, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HuBnir 
Sahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Syad Oanuvi Haidar. 
Chavfdhuryt Nall Badt Ahmad. 

Cldrh, Mr. I, A. 

Oahan. Mr. 0. d. 

Baaear, Mr. B. S. 
pmkk Mr. S. S. 

Oati Sal Bahadur KaaiHi} Kumar. 

Mash, Mr. A. 4. 


Baaaan, Mr. B. A. 

Busufji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Paroqui, tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur 
K. a. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. J. Campbalf. 

Qanfuli, Rai Bahadur Suail Kumar. 
Oliucnavi, tha Han'bla AthadJ Sir 
AbdalkaHm. 

Ouha, Babu Pralulla Kumar. 

Cuba, Mr. P. N. 

Oumar, Mr. C. W. 

Nabibullab, Nawab Kbwaja. 

Naldar, Mr. S. K. 

Hautta, Khan Bahadur Mautvi Ailiad. 
HaiB. Mr. S. P. 

Nankynt, Mr. W. t. 

Maaihin, Manivi Muhnmmnd. 
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Humaiit Itoiilvi Latatet 

Hwmmm n . 

Kim, INMitvf TaniiMla. 

KHan, Mr, Raniir Kamaan. 

Ul Manaaiaiwi, Hajl. 

Magairt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Um NaaMIt Mr. A. 

Mirtra, tabv tarat CAaiid-a. 

Mftttr, taa Han'Ma Sir Pravaaii ChuiMiar. 
Mttll••l^ Mr. Makimda Miary. 

Nag, Kattw a d 1. A. 

NarimiiddlK, tM Mr. Klii»a|a. 

NtiMii, Mr. 4, m. 

Pianall, Mr. L. 0. 

FraatiM, tha Haa*Ma Mr. W. 0. N. 


Raluaaa, Mr. A. F, 

RalMMUl, Mr. A. F. M, AM^tr* 
Ray, Mr. ii|ay Fraaad tlagli. 
Ray, Mr, Sallaaaar tiiigli. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kaaiar. 

•arkar, ttr Maaatk. 
tarkar, Rai takib Rabat! Maban. 
•aa, Ral takib Akikay Kuaiar. 
tbak, Maalai Abdal NamM. 
tmitk, Mr. R. 
ttaplataa, Mr. H. t. 
ttaaa, Lt.<0ai. N. t. 

Thaa ipa a a , Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Taynam, Mr. H. J. 


The Ayes being 21 and the Noes 61 the motion was lost. 


6-15 p.m. 

Babu SATIBH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs Sir, I beg to 
move that in clauHe 2 (/), in line 12, the words “or is being fontrolled 
or instigated by a meml>er” l>e omitted. 

The position is that if the Loial (lovernment is satisfied that any 
person, who “has arled, is noting, or is almut to act’’ in (‘ertuin ways — 
the last phi-ase refers to the most homoeopathic dose of activity — and 
who is a member of an nswM iation for the purpose of committing 
unlawful acts, then he may Im* arrested and punished. Sir, I have no 
o!>jection to that whatsoever, but I shall confine my remarks to the 
cases of per.sons wlm are controlled or instigated by members of such 
an association. In this conne('tion, we should remember two things. 

Firstly, the word “controlled” is extremely vague — in fact, I do 
not know what the real import of that word is. The law does not help 
me: the lexictm helps a hit only. But when this word comes to l»o 
dealt with and interpreted by lawyers — either prosecuting or 
defending — I do not know what that word w'ill yield. I know even faf 
less what it will yield when it is interpreted hy inemberH of the Criminal 
Investigation Department or the Intelligence Branch of that 
department. I have, therefore, to be ver>’ cautious. Of course, I can 
quite believe that Government is anxious that there should be no 
injustice, and perhap.s it thinks that it has erred on the side of caution. 
We on our side are also very apprehensive that the provisions of the 
Act — whatever (he intentions of Government as regards their 
application may be — will be abused by persons who do not know the 
full significance or import of the words contained in this clause. Bo, 
my first point is that some words in this clause are beautifully vague, 
and their meaning veiy' indefinite and — 

My se<^ond point is that the cases in which the provisions of this 
clause are going to be applied are very very comprehensive. However 
technical an offence committed by a person may be — for instance, the 
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handling or carrying of a gun by a person, w1m> does not bold a licence, 
^ bebalf of another is a technical offence under the Indian Arms 
Act — however innocent he may be, he will be liable to punishment 
under the provisions of this clause. 

Now, turning to schedule I, we find that there are certain offences 
which ought not to come within the purview of this drastic piece of 
legislation, unless, of course, these offences are committed for 
achieving unlawful objects by actual members of a gang or association. 
Take, for instance, the words of serdion 148 of the Indian Penal Code. 
This is a section under which any person may be charged for having 
to defend his hearth and home, his land, his property, and so on, while 
an attempt is made to deprive him of these or wrest them from his 
possession. Now, one may be charged under this measure for coming 
within the scope of sei tion 148, Indian Penal Code, although his -object 
^ may he a private one, viz., defending his property. That section 
nowliere says “has committed, is committing, or is al>out to commit an 
offence.” 

Now a man may have a son, brother, or any other relative, living 
in his house. The man may he a meml)er of an association whose 
intention is to perforin any of the unlawful acts mentioned in the Bill, 
hut the relatives may not share the views of such an erring person. 
But simply because such relations live with him in the same house, and 
are probably “controlled” by him — that is to say, they live under the 
guardianship and the tutelage of the father, the elder brother, etc., — 
they may he placed under restraint easily, there is nothing in the 
clause which could prevent them being harassed for any offence — 
technical or otherwise. If it hod lieen a case of trial, one might concede 
that after evidence had been adduced, he would probably he let off. 
But, I submit, that in the case of such persons if an order is passed 
that they will have to notify their residence or change of reaida^ce,,.or 
confine themselves to a particular area, and so on, it will be an act of 
great injustice. Then, again, in the case of persons who are just al>out 
to commit an offence under section 500, Indian Penal Code, — criminal 
intimidation of any kind — the Bill does not say that the intimidation 
should l>e with a certain object. And if such pei^sons are found guilty 
of this and other tei^hnical offences, and if they are members of a 
eociety which exists, let us suppose, for the avowed purpose of causing 
destruction and damage, then the other members of his house will run 
the risk of being punished for the offences of their aseociates. 
Further, I believe, that the same risks must he run even by per8<»i8 
who are not members of such society and who are not in ajrmpathy with 
its objecis, on the ground that the\' are “controlled” by members of 
each society in the sense that the latter live under the same roof— and 
probably under protection — of the former. Moreover, innocent persons 
may be unconscious tools in the hands of guilty ones for committing 
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< 3 Men 0 ^ and 1 do not think that such persons as are outside the eirele 
of nieinbers of unlawful ossooiations should be brought within the 
purview of this Bill. And if any risk is to be run, I think it should be 
Tun bj" Government and not by really innoc^ent people. There is a real 
apprehension in our minds that if this Bill is passed into law without 
drastic changes, in alx»ut 60 to 90 per cent, of the cases to be dealt with 
by this measure innocent persons will Ik* involved. I submit, Sir, that 
it is not fair to place these people at the mercy of the Criminal 
Investigation Department or the Intelligence Branch, or, for that matter, 
at the mercy of those despicable creatures who move about the villages 
«nd whose business it is to report to the police those persons against 
whom they bear private grudge or enmity. 

For all these reasons, Sir, I hope my amendment will he accepted 
by the Hon ’hie Member in charge. 

[At 6-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it" 
reassembled at 6-45 p.m.] 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Sir, one might raise a gi»nenil objection 
to section 2 and other sections «»n the ground that really speaking all 
this special legislation cannot apply to the citiaens of Calcutta, 
inasmuch as the citizens of Calcutta are really under the operation of 
the same law as was introduced into this countiy’ by Englishmen when 
they came out and settled here. It is well kn«>wn, Sir, that there 
are any number of decisions of the High Court to the effect, that 
when the English came and settled here and bt^gan to build up 
Oalcutt^i, they applied the same laws to themselves as to the Indians 
who came to live with them in Calcutta, and among the other laws 
of England which apply to Calcutta is the st^itute know'n as the 
Magna (lunta. Neither this legislature nor the Indian legislatuiv 
bas any right to ]>asH any law with reference to the citizens of 
CaieuWn. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS These points should have l>een raised at a 
much earlier .stage. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Yes, I know, and therefore do not 
liress this objection. But I do address an ai>i>eal i4> the Hon^ble 
Member in charge to see whether he cannot accede to Mr. Ray 
Chowdhury’s amendment by way of substituting the words “conspir- 
ing with any member** for the words “is being controlled on insti- 
gated by a member.** The word “conspiring** obviously covers all 
that can be signihed by the two words “controlled** and “instigated.** 
The word “conspiring** is familiar to us, whereas the words “con- 
trcdled or iustigated** are not quite legal words. I cannot imagine 
anybody controlling or being contndled, instigating or being ineli* 
gated without there being a oonipjracy between ilm navtnillbig and 
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Ih© controlled or between tbe instigating or the instigated. I would 
tb«s;refor© appeal to the Hon’ble Member in charge to pat in the 
words **canspinng with any member** instead of the words “is being 
controlled or instigated by a member.** If he does that, I think„ 
the mover of the amendment can acceiH it. 

BliHtSATItH GHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Tes, I agree 
to this. 

Tht Hofl’Me Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 feel considerable 
difficulty in accepting the amendment to substitute the word “con- 
spiring** for tbe wonls “controlled or instigated.** I do not claim to 
be on expert lawyer — I was only a Magistrate — but my recollection of 
the Penal Code is that the word “instigate** appears in the Penal 
Code, “Control** I admit I do not recollect in the Penal Code. The 
word “control** may not be there, but surely it conveys something 
different from the word ‘‘instigate.** However, I am not prepared 
to accept the amendment that has been sprung on me, l^ecause it doe.*! 
not convey the same meaning as the words in the Bill. 

I may explain the sort of cases that the present wording of the Bill 
deals with. We have had cases where there is an attempt to assassinate^ 
say, a Government officer. We are satisfied that some one in district 
B is brought down t4> district I) by the leading member of an associa- 
tion in that distiict for the purjnwe of currying <»iit the attempt. There 
is nothing to jw’ove that he is a member of tbe association in district D,. 
but we can j>rove be is ('(oitrolled or instigated by a memlx*r of 
Ibe ass(K’iution. If these words are omitted from the clause, we 
cannot act under clause 2 (/) agiiinst the would-lx* assassin. Wo 
have other cases where arms and explosive substances are conveyed 
by non-mem Inns. All these ca.ses can be dealt with under the clause 
as it stands. We cannot always jwove that the agents conveying 
the stuff are members of the asso(‘iation, but we can prove that they 
are instigate<l or controlled by a member of tbe association. 

I would just like to refer to one other |K)int. Throughout the 
whole discussion there has been an argument advam-ed that %ve should 
modify the pn)visious of this Act, because i>eople think that in villages 
the sul>-ins[HM'tors ai'e i-esix>nsible btr the onlcrs passed under it. 
Section 2 (/) pmvides that it is the IxH'al Government which will 
jiass the onlers. 1 may tell the Council that every case in which it 
is proposed t4i take action, comes up to me before orders are issued. 
'Theiefore, suggestions that the sub-inspectors are responsible- for 
the <H*ders passed are abscdutely beside the point. 

I oppose the amendment. 
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Dr« NAREW CHANDRA SEN GUPTA s It seems that tho 
memhars are supporting the amendment aiid the Government are 
working at cioss-puri)()ses. Government it seems wants under this 
•clause to spread its net as wide as possible, and asks us to trust the 
Government to be merciful in the use of their [M>wers. We, on the 
other hand, want that the [>owers of the Government vshould 1 h* stated 
with pi'ecision, so that there may not In* any ulanu or a sense of 
insecurity in the minds of the i>eople which, us far Iwck as the days 
of Bentham, has been looked upon 143 a thing to Ih» scrupulously uvoide<l 
in tlie legislation. Precision ought to be sought in the language of the 
Act so as to give a cletir indication as to the lu^rsons who are soughjt 
to be brought under the purview of the Bill. It would give a clear 
<lire<*tion to the i)ersons in whose hands the first initiative in any 
actiim must be. The ITon’ble MemlH»r has said that no orders 
would he ptissed against any jH'r.son except after jH'rsonal investiga- 
tion of the case by him. That is perfectly true, and we are jxo'fecdly 
sure that the lion’ hie Memher would give every case that comes 
Ikefore him all tin* ccmsideration that it deserves, but, U|Hm the 
materials placetl before him, and who prepares tho.se materials P Who 
are thi‘ {sMsims who send them upP 'I'he Me<*iet isdici* and their agents. 
It is they who piei>iin* the case whi<h comes In'fore the Iltm’hle 
MemlxT. Thcrebuc, no mutter \^hat amount of g<Mrtiwill and honest 
pur|)ost‘ the Ihurhle McmWr may bring in his work, he must he 
guided hy tlu* materials jdaced la^fore him. So that in the last 
analysis the Local (fovernment in this Bill comes to mean after all 
the subordinate olliceis who initiate the proceedings. 

7 p.m. 

Lnuii one iH»int of view, Sir, it may be .said that we are trying 
to save the time and trouble of the Hon’ble Memher. Because if 
this clause is kept as wide as it is and leaves (he words vague 
us possible and as indeterminate as possible, it would leave the 
subordinate officers who have to take the initiative ample to 

bring in things which are not contemplated by Gtn'emment. 
Naturally they will misunderstand the intention of Government and 
try to do things which are not coniemjdated by and 

the files before the Hon'ble Member will go on increasing in number. 
If the Hon’ble Member had only appreciated the jwint of view from 
which we look ait this thing he would rather have thanked us instead 
of being in opposition to this amendment. I should have thought 
that unless the wording of this section is made more precise there 
would, be inconvenience on the pert of Govemmoiit in dealing with 
such matters wt the initial stage. The Hon'ble Member has referred 
to cases of jiersons who, of their own will, may not have joined a 
eimapiracy but had been instigated by oHiers to do so. In these 
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^ circumstaiiccB people ^ho are innocent — I use the wori^ innocent 
advisedly— would come within the mischief of this clause and thU 
should enable the police to rope in, or, at any rate, start a case 
against them. They may or may not do it, but this clause makes 
the police officers liable to this temptation of an*e«itang innocent 
persons. Again, Sir, I use the word ^'innocent/' advisesily, because 
the Legal Remembrancer from the treasury benches in reply to a 
previous motion was referring to arms and ammunitions being kept 
by the most innocent person in the conspiracy. I have taken down 
the words he used. '^His sole duty,'" he said, '‘is to '' 

Mr. il. W. NELSON: I never used the word “innocent.** I said 
innooent-l(K>king. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: All right, Sir. Unless 
these innocent-looking persons are shown to l)e innocent the Bill at 
any rate will not leave them free. The wording of the Bill as it is 
would include those inn(K‘eiit persons also. 

Thera might be a certain amount of nervousness on the i>art of 
the Government in respect of making the wording of this clause 
more precise, because it might leave lcK>pholeH. There is a gie^it 
deal of nervousness on the jxirt of Government on account, mostly, 
of lawyers. We, lawyers, are supi>oseil to twist and turn legal 
phrases into all sorts of im[)osKihle meanings. But in these matters 
there is hardly any chan<‘e r>f this clause Wing iuter|W'ettHl by any 
lawyer — and this has Wen hinted at by scune Government luemWrs — 
the Government is secure against this, ami that ni> lawyer will have 
to deal 'with such oases. Therefore, there is no ju.stification for any 
such apprehension if the words “is Wing controlled or instigated by 
n memWr** W omitted, and the intention of Government rendered 
more precise to their subordinates, which will help not only to avoid 
worry and ijinxiety to the Hon*hle Member but would also save unneces- 
sary waste of 


Ml'. NARENORA KUMAR BAEU: I only want rto add a few 
words to the consideration which has been presented Wfore the Hon* hie 
MemWr for his acceptance. We are asking that the words “or is 
being controlled or instigated by a memWr** shall W delete<l. As 
has been pointed out by the previous *8peaker, there will he no occa- 
sion for any lawyer to interpret this clause unless any order is passed 
against him under this Act. But that is one aspect of the matter. 
Another aspect I want to bring to the notice of the Hon’We Member 
is that there would be no occasion for any judicial interpretation of 
any of the words of this Bill, when it becomes lew. Thfi words “is 
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being ^ulroUed,’^ etc.,- must be admitted io^ very vague. They ^ 
may air may not refer to innwent persons or to innooeiib-looking persona 
and there is absolutely no reference to any of the acts contemplated 
in clauses 1, 2 and 8 being done with any particular intention# If 
not only an innocent-looking i^erson but u retilly iniuHent iierson is 
being controlled by somebody else to do something without any such 
intention the words “is being controlled’* will lead to his detention 
for an indefinite length of time. But I see the Hoirble Member 
shaking his head. I think that without sufficient grounds before him 
he will not be strong enough to |wss orders favourable to the man. 

I do say, Sir, that it is common knowledge not only among us, ih% 
representatives of the i)eople, but also among Meml)er8 on the Govern- 
ment benches, that it is really the village chaukidar who rules the 
country’ after Jill. It does not matter whether His Excellency the 
Governor is there, or an hon*ble member in charge of a certain 
department is there, in these matters the village chaukidar rules and 
it will be on the uncontnidit'fed and untestcnl testimony of the village 
chaukidar that the hon’ble memlnn- in charge will have to decide such 
cases. We all know, Sir, that actions, even of luemlx'rs of the 
Hon’lde Meml)ei’s great Senict» — The Indian (.^vil Ser\*i('t‘ — (M’cusiou- 
ally result in injustice. We all know the Midna|s>re caw* in which 
hundreils uf res|KHtal)le iSMijile wei’e kept in hajat by the District 
Magistrate ju ting under the oniers of his suiieriors if not of Govern- 
ment, But it was finally proved when the late T#ord Sinha 
(then Mr. S. Sinha), the Advcwate-Genenil, arrived on the scene, 
it wa.s pioved IsMond doubt that all these had taken place on the 
uncorroborated testimony of a wretch who signeil a confession and 
at the bottom of the signature wrote “ ^*’ (these are 

all untruths). These tluee words had escajanl the notice of the Imuil 
authoritieh including the Ibstrict Magistrate, a memlwr of the Indian 
Civil Service, and all the [>oor innocent men, including the Rjija of 
Narajole, were kept in hajat for a long time. So I sny, Sir, that 
there is a danger that even an hon’ble member of Government may l)e 
misled by the refiort of the village chaukidar, and if you keep these 
things vague like that without any chance of a judicial interpretation 
now or in the future, you do leave room for suspicion of miscarriage 
of justice. The omission of these words “or is being controlled,” 
etc,, will not, I think, affe<*t the ofjeration of the Bill in any way. 
The word “instigated *’ is there and it also aiypeors in the Indian 
Penal Code and if the word “instigated” be kept ns it is I do not 
think the absence of the words “or is being controlled” will reolljr 
hamper the working of the Bill in any way. 

The motion that in clause 2 (1), in line 12, the words “or is being 
cmitrolled or instigated by a member” be omitted was then put and 
lo.st. 
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Bate SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I to move 

that in clauae 2 (/), dn line 12, the words *^or is being* controlled" 
be omitted. 

After leaving intact the word "instigated^’ I have nothing more 
to add to what has ab*endy been said. I only wish that the Hon'ble 
Member, now that the word "instigated” is there, will consent to 
omit the words "or is being controlled.” It ds (inite harmless and 
I do not think that if the word "instigated” is there, anybody with 
the least connection with a conspiracy will have any chance of escap- 
ing iK'cause within the im[K>i*t of the word "instigation” ev«r>’ one 
with any connection whatsoever with a conspiracy will be caught. 
Therefore, 1 hope, that this mild demand of mine will be accepted. 


The Hon’ble Mt. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am Sony that in such* 
matters we must a(*t under legal advice and J am advised that the 
omission of the words "or is Wing contrtdled” would affect the work- 
ing of the Act. I cannot therefore accei)t the amendment. 

The motion that in clause 2 (7), line 12, the words "or is , being 
controllexl” W omitte<l was then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 


All, Maulvi Hattan. 

Banarji, Mr. P, 

Baau, Babu aatindra Nath. 

Batu, Mr. Nartndra Kumar. 

Boat, Mr. t. M. 

ChattarjM, Mr. B. C. 

Chaudhury, Mauivi Nurul Abtar. 
Outt, Nai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 
Bailullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 


Bali^Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mrt tarat Chandra. 

Barma, Rai iaMB Pfiiahanan. 

Bum, Mr. H. N. 

«Oliaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Alimuuaman. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaBiar 
Rahman. 

■ehavvdhury, Najl Badi Ahm«d. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Bahan, Mr. D. d. 

O aapar, Mr. 0. Q. 

Oain. Mr. B. R. 

Oaa, Ral Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Dash, Mr. A, il« 

■anan , Mr. C. A. 

#araqui, tlw Nan'BIt Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

^aiiBuii, Rai Bahadur Buail Kumar, 
^humavl, tha NdR*blt Alhadj Sir 
AhdalhaHiii. 


OhoBB, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Hoqui, Kaii Cmdadul. 

Rai Mahavai, Munindra Otb. 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satiah CJiAhdra. 
Rout, Babu Hasani. , 

Roy, Babu Satytndra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. thanti ShekharBtwar. 

Son Qupta, Or. Narash Chandra. 


Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

CurnBr, Mr. 0. W. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khviaja. 

Haidar, Mr. t. K. 

Hots, Mr. Q. P. 

Napkyna, Mr. W. B. 

Huq, Khan Sahib Mauivi Saxlul. 

Nuaaain, Mauivi Latafat 
Hutahinsa, Mr. R. H. ^ 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi MuuSsHrlMi 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiauddin. * 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman.. 

Masttiro, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tho Hanlrto Mr. A. 

Mittar, tho Hoii«Blo Sir Prouaoh Chlbdor. 
Mutliok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nas, Rovorond B. A. 

Naaimuddin, tho Non*Blo Mr. KUvraja. 
Noloon, Mr. 4. W. 

Pinnoll, Mr. L. ft. 

Prontioo, tho Nor’BIo Mr. Wt. O. Ik 
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A. f* 

^r. A. F. M. AMur- 
Aii« nmmm nwmfmn. 

INClilCiiitf PMMii tincli. 
tt«y» Mr. SailMMir tlnch. 

Atm Mr. ikrmt Kuawr. 
tamar, Mr Jaiimatli. 

SarMTk flai taAft Rfbati MaMn. 


Th» Aye? being: 18 and the Noes 53 the motion was lost. 


AdJourruiMfit. 


The ronucil was then adjoiimetl till 3 p.m.. on Friday, the 22n(l 
Angnsli 1930, at the Town Hall, Calrutta. 


fan, Rai taaiA AkMiay Kuaiar. 
•mitli, Mr. A. 
ttapfatan, Mr. N. 1 . 
ttMiH l.t’Cai. N. A, 

TbamaMAf Mr. W. M. 

Travtra, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4, 
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APPENDIX, 


UnvaiNng of tho portrott of tho Hon'ble R^fa Sir Mmmtiw Notii 
Ray ChawMiuri of Santooh, Kt, in tho Council Chambor nOt tho 
Town Hall( on tho 21«t Auguct, 1930, by Hia ExooHomiy tft Hugh 
Stophonaon, K,C«S,I«, K«C«I«E», acting Covomoi’ of •mi. ■■ " 

At 2*45 p.m. His Excellency the Governor entered the Council - 
Chamber with ihe Hon hie the President and at the request of tha 
llop’ble President took his seat on Uie Presidential Chair, the Hoh^bla 
the President being seated on His Excellency’s right. 

'I’here was a large attendance of members and the visitors* galleries 
were crowded with latlies and gentlemen, representing different sections 
of the public. 

Mr. Hijoy Prasad Singh Roy, addre.ssing His Excellency, said — 

As one of th<*se with wdiom originated the idea of presenting a 
portrait of the Hon ’hie President, to be plained in this Chamber, it i» 
my pleasant dul^y to request Vour Excellency to unveil the portrait 
of the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri of Santosh. 
Your engagements are numerous and you, Sir, are always hard pressed 
for time and I confess that it was not without some hesitation that 
I ventured to apjiroaeh Your Excellency on the subject. We are 
grateful to you for youj presence here this afternoon. 

Sir, this [>oHrait has been presented by members belonging^to aU 
sections of the House — i)thcials and non-officials, Hindus, Muham- 
madans and Kurof>eans, as a mark of respect and affection in which 
the Hon’ble President is held hy them. Since his first election to 
the chair in January, 1927, he has tried to hold the scale even between 
the tn^inbera representing different interests in this House, and has^ 
succeeded iherebtf to a\igment <‘<»iisiderahly the traditions and „dignit^y 
of the chair. His high standard of impai tiality, sweetness o| i^Huper, 
quick and firm de<*isiuns have endeareil him to all sections ©f 
House. 

Sir, when the Council w’ill be removed to its permanent 
in the new Council House it is our dc^sire that this portraii will "ale© 
be transferred to the new building and placed in a suitabl#^pNMiti6n 
to enable tlie future generations of Bengal's I^egislateKS to draw 
inspiration from the portrait of one who has helped the growth of 
Parliamentary institutions in this province in its early stajis and we 
hope that the portrait will find a proper place amongst the representa* 
lions of the ^future speakers of Bengal's Parliament, 
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Witli these words I formally request Your Excellency on behalf 
o{ my hon'bie colleairnes to unveil the portrait which has l>een painted 
Burga Nath Bhattacharjee, a painter of great repute, who 
has paifted many portraits for the aristocratic families of Calcutta. 

His fccellency said — 

Mr,\Pre«ideiit and members of the Bengal liCgislative Council, 
it was^ great pleasure to me to be asked to unveil the portrait of 
your l^lesi^ent and I welcomed the opportunity it gave me of reviving- 
^ my memories of the past and renewing my friendship with many of 
you who share those memories. 1 was a member of the Bengal Council 
practically continuously from the time in 1910 when I introduced 
.the Calcutta Improvement Act to the time when T made my la‘tt 
your midst in 1926 to prorogue the Council prior to 
On that fKTasion I took, as I thought, my last farewell 
of Bengal after 61 years’ sojourn in it, but fortune has brought me 
back to renew my connection with Bengal for a brief while and T 
am glad that I iiuve the chance of taking part again on so friendly 
an occasion in the proceedinirs of >our House. I Mieve this is the 
last session you will ludd within these wuills and though your new 
Imme will he the envy <»f other provimes and will be the scene under 
new ( ircinnstauces of devoted lalwmr.s crowned, I am confident, with 
success for the welfare of Bengal, it is perhaps fitting that the last 
function I attend in the House sho>ild be here where our eyes turn 
naturally to the past, the distance travelled, the fights well-fought 
and the achievements won. 

Not the leasf of such achievements has been the building up of 
parlismentary life and we owe a debt of gratitude to our successive 
Presidents who Imve borne so large a part in that work. We have 
met' this afternoon in recognition of this debt. The portrait T am 
about to unveil has been subscribed for by members of ell parties 
in the House and is convincing testimony of the success of Raja Sir 
Manmetha Nath Ray Thaudhuri in his difficult office. The ideal 
Presid^t is the friend of all the House; we demand from him endless 
patience wnd infinite courtesy and tact; he must know how on occasions 
4o })e"’^e»f and blind, but he must equally be able to recognise when 
♦ the situation demands quick decision and firm handling. He must 
be ablr*.»,:|Q gauge by intuition and experience the feelings of the 
Houm and he must be single minded in his resolve to maintain the 
dlpulg^ the House of which he is custodian. I can claim the 
friendship §1 Sir Manmatha Nath for many years and I never doubted 
that he would prove that he possessed all these qualities. He is 
typical of^ alb that is best in the aristocracy of Bengal; he is a mati 
of wide interests and culture and his literary attainments have been 
widely recognised. He has thrice been returned as the repnesentativt 
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of the landholders of the Dacca Division, and as a member of the 
CJounfil was a close student of its procedure and acquired a wide grasp 
of parliamentary' pracitce. He w’as elected President in 1927 iMid 
yon showed your confidence in him personally and your recognition 
ol his ability by unanimously re-electing him last year. Perhaps 
an even more striking proof of the affection and respect in which 
he is held is to be found in the tributes that were paid to him from 
all shades of opinion when the dignity of Knighthood was conferred 
upon him, and I am glad to take this oppoi-tunity of adding my 
appreciation of an honour so well deserved and so pleasing to the 
House. 

I am a firm believer in the influence of surroundings and I think 
it is right and proper that this Council should have in its midst the 
portraits of those who have l)orne a large part in shaping its destinies. 
I therefore accept with great pleasure, on behalf of the Council, this 
portrait which the subscribers have offered and I will now proceed 
to unveil it. 

[The incmbcr.s present rose and stood while the portrait was being 
unveiled and greeted the utiveiling with clapping of hands.] 

On His Excellency returning to his seat, the Hon’ble President said — 

Your Excellency and Gentlemen, I very ininh wish that I could 
be a silent listener on this occasion ; but I am afraid it is not possible 
to break away from convention, which compels me to attempt to 
give expression to the feelings which are now uppermost in my mind. 
Language was no doubt given t(» man to express his thoughts there 
are moments, when overwhelmed with the kindness of others, we find 
it difficult b) talk and prefer to think. I have complained of the 
tyranny of convention, but I con assure you that I do not the 
language of convention when I say that I am now in one of such 
moments of my life. I do not really find words to adeijuately express 
the feelings of gratitude which this function, presided over by no less 
•a personage than His Ex(’elleiicy the Governor of Bengal, has evoked 
vritirin me. 

You, Sir, have known me from my boyhood, and my public life 
may l>e said to have grown under your watchful eyes, ' 

Ihe c ase, it is natural that your generous remarks about myiielf * 

fill my heart with pride and that I should find in your weighty worda 
lhat ring which inspires one to stand by his ideal and do his duty. 
<Hear, Hear.) I may assure you, Sir, that the impression which 
your words have created within me is deep and Ineradicable. 

^*0n the other hand, pi^ud as I am of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
xnjich, I may incidentally observe, notwithstanding what might be said 
by our critics, looms large in the vision of our people and captures 



iheir isiaginatjon as the nursery of true pariianieutary form of 
guvorntwent in this country, need I say that the lion’ble nieiubers of 
that august body have made the present moment of my life the 
proudest? Need I say that my portrait, which they have presented 
and rauaed to be hung up in front of me, will always remind me 
their gi.od-will and affection towards me? May God so ordain that 1 
may come nearer to them and draw them nearer to me by service 
and sacriffce, devotion and fidelity. 

A great thinker, T believe it was Emerson, said that friendship, 
or the end of friendship, is a commerce. It sounds queer but it 
buckles itself with reality. I can assure my hon’ble friends that I 
shall honestly try to give them as much as they have given to me. 
I di<tiiictly reniemWr. and God willing I shall never forget, what the 
same thinker of undying fame meant when be said that, if the gatherer 
gathers too much and gives too little nature takes out of him what 
she puts into his chest and that it is the part of prudence to face 
every claimant. So. I shall pay. (Cheers.) Hut at the same time 
I must warn my hoirble friends, and that in your presenc'e, Sir, that 
they will always find their friend in the chair a very exacting fellow 
— commercial in thought, commei-cial in action and commercial in 
every seii'ie of the significant wi>rd which Emerson m> judiciously 
used. (Laughter.) I want to pro\e and I want them to prove that 
our friendship is not merely an idle Imnd hut something real, based 
on intellectual and moral obedience. (Ix)ud applause.) 

Raja Hahadur HhupendTa Nnrnyan Sinha, of Nashipur, on behalf 
»)f himself and (he other ineinherH present then thanked His Excellency 
the Governor lor perfcjrming the ceremony. The Governor and the 
President left the f'haiiil>er together amid loud clapping of hands. 

.Tft# portj-ait, which was a striking likeness of the President was 
then review(*d by tlie ladies and gentlemen present. 
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^rooMClingt of tha Bengal Ugitlativa Couneil assemtiM initfar tiii. 
proYiaions of the Covommont of Imlia Act 


The Couxcil met in the Council CliamW in the To^ Hall, 
Caki^tta, on Friday, the 22nd August, 1930, at 3 p.m. 

Pmont: 

Mr. I*re«ident (the Uon'hle Raju Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chauoiivki, kt., of Santosh) in the ('hair, tlie tour Hon’hie Members 
of the Exei utive Council, the Hon’hie Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Furociui 
(Minister), the Hou'ble Mr. Khwaja Nazininddin, cm.e, < Minister) and 
107 nominated and elected members. 


•tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Eden Hindu Hostel. 

M14. Maidvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: (a) Will the Uon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education DefMirtinent be pleuse<l to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(#) (he total accommodation for boarders in the Eden Hindu 
Hostel atta<'hed to the Presidency College; 

(i/) the number of boarders admitted into the hostel during the 
session 19.30-31 ; and 

(lit) the total annual ex|)enditure incurred by Government every 
year for the maintenance of the hostel ? 

(fc) If» thera any other hostel or mess attached to the college for 
non-Moslem post-graduate or under-graduate .students? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the aihrmative, will the Hpn’blo 
Minister Ih^ pleaaed to lay on (he table a statement showing— 

(i) the names of these hostels or messes; 

(«) the total accommodation in each such hostel or mess; 

(ill) the number of boarders admitted in each hostel or me.ss during 
the smion 1930^31 ; and 

(ir) the total annual expenditure (including house rent) incurred 
by OoTemment for each such hostel or mess? 
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(rff%s it a fact that the numher of sOFi^^^railable in the Eden 
- Hindu Hostel has not been filled during the session 19Ji(b^l f 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the ahirmative^ are the Government 
considering the desirability of accommodating students residing in the 
post-graduate or under*graduate messes attached to the Presidetioy 
College ^n the Eden Hindu Hostel ? 

if) Is it a fact that an under-graduate ministerial ofiit'er bf the 
college is in charge of one of the jmst-graduate me'*ses of college!'^ 

{g) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister lw» pleased to state whether^ 
this is n<;t against the Deptirt mental Ruh'S or the jmliiy of Govern^ 
meat leijuiring teachers to he placed in charge of the hiNsteU t>r 
messes ^ ^ 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tN 
Non*ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimiiddin) : (i) For 201. 

(ff) The numher of InMirders adiiiitte<] up to date is HI). 
nn \ The t(»tal annual exiHMiditure iiicurrt»d by Government is 
Rs. : against this has to Ih» set receipts <»f lU. 1,()27. 

(It) Yes, one fK>sl-gra<luate Iliiidii mess. 

'r» (/) Pre.sideiH'V College attached Hindu post-graduate mess. 

</^) For 28 boarders, 

{fn) At present The M.A. ami M.S<'. admissions are still 

going on and more students are ex|K*cted. 

ilr) Total exjsuiditure incurred last year is Rs. 5,7fiO; against this 
has to In* set rtn eipts of Rs. 2.885. 

(d) AVs, 

{( ) It is not considered desirable that |)ost-gmdun(e .sltidents should 
reside in the Eden Hindu Hcrstel with boys fresh fn»tn srhinds and 
with other under-grufluate stmlents. 

(/) A’es. 

(//) The pixvsent policy of Government given effect to fnmi IfUl it 
to apf>oint teachers only to he sujiferintendents of bimtels, but as thil 
particular officer worked continuously from H)t)0 ns superiiitendeiit of 
this hostel it has not lieen thought necessarj' to make a change. 

Mailivi SYED MAdID RAKSHt Will the Hon*ble Minister 1 ms 
pleased to state whether it is not possible to set apart a winir in the 
Eden Hindu Hostel in order that 13 boarders may be accommodated 
without allowing them to mil with undesirable students? ^ 

TIm Hcr^IMc Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUOOIN: I do not think it ia 

possible. 
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Mr. NARENDRA fC^MAR BASIIS Has the Hon’ble Minister ever 
been to the Eden Hindu Hostel? 

rut Hdii’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAIIMUDDIN: No. 

Mauivi tfED MAdID BAKtH: Is the Hon^hle Minister aware of 
the fact that in the Taylor Moslem Hostel in Calcutta post-graduates 
and under-graduates live in separate rooms? 

Thf Hon’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: The y may do so, but 

we consider it undesirable. 

Mauivi EYED MAdID BAK8H: Will the HonUde Minister agree 
Uiat in the case of the Taylor Hostel he is coiiiiiiittiiig a violation of 
the rules? 

The HOfl'ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: There is im question 
of violation, but it is fiot desirable. 


Minority oommunitioa and baokward olaaios In Prcoinoial Sorvioea. 

MIS. Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: ia) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Appointment Deptniment be pleased to lay on 
the table a list of [>ersous of the minority communities and Iwickward 
classes who are at present serving in the diflFerent deiKiiiments of the 
Bengal Provincial Sendees? 

(b) Will the llon’ble Member be pleased to state on what principle 
1(1 piT cent, of the sendees of the Bengal Civil Service Executive, 
BiMigal dunior ('ivil Sendee and Bengal Kx(dse Service and Bengal 
Junior Excise Sendee have l)een resened for the minority communi- 
ties and backward classes? 

(c) Are the (Government considering the desirability of reserving 
20 |H‘r cent, of the BengtU Provintdal Educational Sendee, Bengal 
Senior Service of Engineers, Bengal Engineering Services, Bengal 
M<Hlicai Services and other Provineial Sendees for the minority com- 
munities and backwni‘d tdasses? 

(fl) Is the HoiPhV Meinlier aware that 10 per cent, of the Provin- 
cial Sendc«*s is not projwrtionate to the numerical strength of the 
minority communities and Iwickward classes of this Presidency? 

MEMBER in eliargf of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tbo 
Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): (ol The information is not available. 

(h) It is incorrect to say that 10 jier cent, of these services have 
been reeen^ed. Apjiointments are made by promotion and by com- 

£ tjtivo examination. In the case of competitive examtnaiioni candi- 
tea lh>m the minority, communities and backward classes are free 
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to ooni^te for 55 per cent, of the vacancies on their meiita, aepamto 
lists bebig maintaine<) for (i) minority communities and backward 
classes, and (tt) other Hindus. In order, however, to ensure the due 
representation of these t'ommunities and classes in the sen’ices, a 
further provision is made that if no members of the minority communi- 
ties and backward classes are successful in obtaining an np|K>intmeui 
by competitive examination, then the Governor in Touneil resen^es to 
himself the right to nominate with the previous sanction of the 
Governor-Genenil in Council any suitable candidate fnmi the minority 
communities and backward classes who has qualified at the examination 
subject to the limitation that not more than 10 i)er cent, of the total 
appointments ojien for the comjietitive examinntitHi each year for 
these services (or if 10 jier c‘ent. l>e les.s than one, then one apjioiiif- 
ment) shall be filled by nomination. 

(c) Not at present. 

(d) The ratio of the nuinlMU' of meml»er.*« of the backward classe.s and 
minonty communities to the total fMtpulation of the |»r«»vim'e is not 
the factor accepted as contndling the nunilMM* of ap|siintments to 
made by nomination from among candidates who have failed to gain a 
place by coiajMditive exaininatiiuj. 


Cartlin Sub-Registry ofliott in Chittagong, 

M16. Hiji BADI AHMED OHOWOHURY: in) Will the llon blo 
Minister in chaige (►f the Edu<‘ution ( llegistratiou > Dejsirtnienl \w 
pleased to state whether it i.s a fact that the distame of the KululMlia 
»Sul>-Kegistry office from that of ('liakaria is le.ss than that frojii the 
Cox’s Bazar office ^ 

(h) Are the (bnemment (onsideriug the de-^irahility of attaching 
the Kutulslia Sulellegistiy office to the Chaknria Sub-Begistry office? 

(r) Is the Ilon’hle Minister aware that for public convenience, th» 
Government have placed the Burabakia sub-tahsil in ('hakaria jKilice- 
station under the KutuMia Khas Tahsildar? 

(d) Are the (lovenimeiit considering the desirability of making sueb 
a change regarding the Sub-Begistry office tiw>y 

(e) Is it a fact that — 

(i) there are three .Sul>-Registry offices in existence now in Sat- 
knuin ; and 

tiii there is only one Suf)-BegiHtry office for each of the jKilice- 
stations Banskhali and Chakaria? 

if) Are the Government considering the desirability of establishing 
a Sub-Registrj' office at Puichari for the southern part of Banskhali 
and some part* of Chakaria? 
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. MINISTfR in gtargi of EDUCATION (RECISTRATION) 
QfEPARTMCNT (tho Hon'Wo Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(ftfNo. 

(r) The Barabakia gub-tabail baa been placed under the Eutubdia 
Tahnildar for adminiatrative convenience. 

(d) No. A report is being culled for from the Inspector-General 
of Hegistnition, Bengal. 

(c) (i) Yes. 

(ii) There is one Sul>-Itegisti'y office at thana Chakaiia but there 
are two offices at thana Baiiskhuli, each of which has coucunent 
jurisdiction over thana Banskhali comprising jxjlice-stutions Banskhali 
and Anwura. 

(/) No. 


Satyagrahis and Contai National Sohool. 

•117i Mr. R. MAITIS Will the Ilorrble Memlier in charge of 
the Political Department lie pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the police in the distjict of Midnupore, particularly in Contai. assaulted 
the sutyagrahis who were breaking the salt laws? 

(h) Why were these people not arrested and sent up for trial? 

(c) Is the Hon ’hie MemWr aware that as a consequence of the 
injuries received the assaulted satyagrahis had to be treated by some 
private doctor at the Contai National School? 

(d) Is it a fact that on the 8th May, I9.*10, the police raided the 
National School at dead of night? 

{e) Is it a fact that in the process of the raid the movable properties 
found in it were damaged and some Ux>ted? 

(/) Is it a fact Uiat the police arrested all the inmates leaving 
none to attend the injured iwrsons inclusive of females? 

(g) Will ,lhe Hon'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) bow many were arrested that night from the said National 
School ; 

(•i) bow many were released and after how many days* detention; 
and 

{Hi) the reason for tbeir release? 
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(hVJfi it a fact that the said Xatioual School is still in the posal*- 
«ion of the police since the nijrht of the 8th May? If so, undf»r wfcpt 
authority? ' # 

(i) Are the Government consideringr the desirability of restoring it 
to its owner? 


MEMBER in ohtrga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tlii Hon’Iilo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): trt) In some cases force was used in disiH^rsiug* 
unlawful assemblies of persons breakinff the salt luu in (\>ntai 
subdivision. 

(/;) This course was deemed unnecessary. 

(r) Government have no information about treatment by n private 
doctor at the National School : medical aid was invariably rendered 
by the l(K‘al medical authorities to any injured person who asked for it. 

(d) The school premises were searched on the nifrht of the 8th Max. 

(e) No. 

(/) No females were found on the premises. Tw4i three volunteers 
who feiffiied illness were rem(ive«l to the hospital wheme they ahsi’oniletl. 

( ,V > (i) N i net y-se ven . 

(n) Seventy-four, within eleven days. 

(tit) Bein^' younp, they were admonished and sent home. 

(h\ It has remained under a ^ruard to prevent its heinjr used ft»r 
unlawful purposes. 

(i) It will be handed over to the Schcad Committee as smm as the 
Committee undertake that the liuiblitifr will not be u^ed tor nnlaw'ful 
purposes. 

Mauivi EYED MAJID BAKSH: With reference to (/>, will the 
Hon'lde Memla*r he pleased to let us kuoxv the source of information? 

Tha Hon'bta Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The District Mufristrate. 


Bohama ta aatlla ktiaa mahal landi in Parld|Nir with unamiiloyad 
Miatfraiak yanttia. 

*118. Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKERJBBi (a) Will the Hon'bla 
Miniater in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department ba 
pleased to state the progress of the working of the scheme in the district 
of Faridpur for dealing to some extent with the question of unemploy* 
ment among middle class youths? 
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* (h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the method of the 
practical traininiar given to the biuid ndok ' yimih^ at the Faridpur 
Farm before settlement of khas mahal land with themP 

(r) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the years 1928, 1929 and 1930 — 

(t) the number of applications received, 

(ii) the nnml*er of youths taken in, and 

(Hi) the cortt incumd by Government for training each youth? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister .l>e pleased to state whether any 
advertisement is published to attract suitable candidates for the training? 

(fi) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government have <onie to any decision as to whether the scheme has 
proved a success P 

(/) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the (tovernment are considering the 
<lesiiubility (»f taking in more youths for training from next year? 

(//) Will the Hoirble Minister he pleased to state whether neces- 
sary land and biun have been given to those youths who have com- 
pleted their training? 

(h) Will the H<jn*ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(») whether the youthvS who have been given land and loan have 
^ been cultivating their lands themselves; 

* (ii) if so, what are their names; 

(Hi) where they have l>een given the land ; and 

(ir) what is the area of land given to each? 

(t) W'ill the Ibin’hle Minister be pleased to state what help these 
youths are getting from the Agricultural Department? 

0) Are the Government considering the ilesirahility of publishing 
a detailed note on fht working of the scheme for the information of 
the public un<l for circulation in the <‘olleges (»f the province? 

MINISTER in otiargf of AGRICULTURE ind INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bit Khan Rahadur K. C. M. Faroqui): (a) 

to (j\ It is not feasible to detail officers to collect the information and 
compile the reports called for in these tpiestions. The Director of 
Agriculture is being instructetl to deal with this subject in his next 
annual report, provided he can do so without exceeding the limit 
' prew'ribed for his report. 
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Rat IkteAir KESHAB CHAHDRA BANAR4IS Will the Hon^ble 
be pleesed to st&te tidiether there is only one* scheme for the 
district of Faridpur or for all the districts of the province? 

Tilt Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUIs The institution 
in Faridpur is open to (he 1 k>v> of all (he districts of lleTi>ral. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon hle 

Minister be pleasetl to state whether it is in the contemplation of 
Government to prepare a consolidated scheme for the whole of Benjral? 

Tha Hon’bia Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUi: We will await 
the result of this experiment. 


Strand Road botutoon Hooghly and TribtnI. 

M19. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIS ia) Is the Hon Ida 

Mini.ster in charpre of the I^*al Self-Government DepuHment aware of 
the fact that the Strand Road between Hoog’lily and Tril>eni is Wing 
greatly damaged due to the heavy motor hus and lorry traffic? 

(h) Is the Ilon’lde Minister aware that the Imal municipalities 
cannot repair this road pmperly for want of funds? 

(c) Are the Government <onsidering the desirability of allotting 
funds from the Road Development Board for the proper upkeep of this 
important road? 

MINISTER in chargi of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (Iho Hon*hl« Khan Bahadur K. C. M. Faroqui): {ai The road i« 
reported to be in bad condition as (he rf^sult partl\ of mot<»r vehicle 
traffic. 

(b) It is reported that the Hooghly-t'hinsura municipality have 
been called on to make hotter pntvision for the repair of this road. 
They are not in so strong a position financially, owing partly to laxity 
of collections, as the Bansltaria municipality which should find no 
difficulty in maintaining their portion. 

(c) Allotment of funds is made only by the Oovemment of Indio 
to particular schemes approved hy the Government of India with the 
advice of the Standing Committee of the Council of State and the 
Legislative Assembly after consideration of recommendations submitted 
by the liocal Government who consult the Provincial Road Board. 
It is not clear, whether this road would satisfy the requirements for a 
grant. 
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MUNIIIDIl}| DEB RAI MAHMAIl With T«f«reiice to (c), 

will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to make a recommendation for the 
inclusion of this main road in the future proj^ramme in view of the 
importance of the road having a direct link to the Grand Trunk Canal 
with the towns situated on the west side of the river HooghlyP 

Tilt Hoil’blf Klitll Bafeadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: This is a matter 
for the Hoad Board to consider and not for the Government. 

MUNINORA DIB RAI MAHASAI: Will the HonMde Minister be 
pleased to draw the attention of the Board to this matter P 

Tht Hoffi'bit Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Yes. 


Btngal (Rural) Primary Education Bill. 

MM. Ra]a Bahadur BHUPENORA NARAYAN 8INHA, of 
Nathipuri {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education 
Department he pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn 
to the following resolution which w’bs passed by the conference of 
landholders held in Calcutta on the 13th July, 1930: — 

“That this conference views with great consternation the imposition 
of the education i-ess on agricultural interests in the Bengal Presidency 
by the proposed Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill and that in 
the opinion of this conference the said Hill as it stands at present is 
not ucceptahlfi to either tenants, xamindars or tenure-holders even from 
an economic point of view and fhni the Government should provide 
necessary funds for the aforesaid Bill without further taxation." 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of keeping in 
abeyance the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill for the purpose 
of further investigation? If not, why not? 

Tilt HCffMc Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDINl (a) Yes. 

(h) No; the reasons will be learnt from the debate on the Rnral 
Priiiiarj’ Education Bill. 

Mi. BHANTI SHEKNAREBWAR ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
tie pleased to state if he has examined the point raised in the 
readutioiiP 


m Mci^Mc Mr. KNWAdA NAZIMUODIII: 1 have nothing 
it to add. 
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lUii pMuidiir KESHAi CHANDRA DANAMU VsiXi the Hon^ble 
W pleased to state whether the resolution referred to in starred 
question Ko. 120 was duly considered by Government when framing^ 
the BillP 


Tilt Hon’lilt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: The Bill was framed 
long before this resolution was passed. 


KishoragMiJ rIoU. 

M21. Riji BahiCur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA, tf 

Ntslli|Hir& Will the Hoirble Member in charge of the Political Dejairt- 
ineiit be pleased to state — 

(а) what is the numerical strength of the police forces now o{:>era- 

ting in the subdivision of Kiehoregnnj in the district of 
Alymeusingh where riots have broken out leading to murders^ 
uisim and l(H>ting; 

(б) hew the trouble arose; 

(c) what are the places where the fx)lice fon'es are now operating^ 

(d) what are the places where polic^e forces have lieen dt^sputcdied 

]u apprehension of riots at those localities; 

(e) what s{>ecial measures have been adopte<l to protect women 

and i hildi*eii ; 

(f) if the Hon'ble Aleiiiher is coiisideiiiig the advisnlnlity of 

increasing the present strength of the fsilice bores in 
ojHwatioii thei-e lx)th for the purpo.ws of (pudling the ri<»ts 
and als<i ior preventing riots in l{K*alities whirh may he 
hut have not been affected ; 

iff) if the Hon’ble Memlier is considering the desinibility of giving 
the police further help from the military to protect life 
and pro(ierty in the affeited sulxlivision and in other sub- 
divisions of the district where lumligunisiu is likely to 
spread; 

(A) how many Hindu and bow* many Muhammadan houses bavo^ 
been burnt or looted ; 

(t) how many Hindus and how many Muhammadan* were 
murdered or injured by the rioters ; 

(/) how many Hindus and how many Muhammadans were killed 
or injured by the police; 

<^) how pany Hindus and how many Muhammadans have^^been 
arrested ; 
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(/) what is the estinuited loss of property; 

(m) how many ai^icationa from stake>holders and others of the 

affected district for special police protection in their resi- 
dences or places of busine«8 and also for gnn licences for 
self-defence have been received : 

(n) how many persons have been l)ound down to keep the peace in 

the affected areas; 

(o) whether the Hon*ble Meml)er contemplates visiting the 

affected localities; 

(p) whether the Hon^ble Member has drawn up any plan of action 

for the protection of life and property in the affected sub- 
division and other places of the district which aro Ut#ly to 
be affec‘ted ; and 

{q) whether, if he has done m, he is prepared to lay the sdme 
before the House or mention its salient features? 


The Hen’hle Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) On the 11th August 
ihe forces operating were — 

1 Additional Su|)erintendent of Police. 

1 Assistant Kujierintendent of Police. 

2 Inspectors. 

17 Sub-Inspectors. 

8 Assistant Sub-Inspectors. 

^K) Constables. 

ih) The causes appear to have been — 

(/) discontent due to the low price of agricultural produce; 

00 malicious instigation by persons dest^ribed as maulvis and 
others who came from Bhawnl and Dacca; and 
(fri) lawlessness due to the civil disobedience movement and pro- 
)iaga»da accusing Government of supporting the Muham- 
madans at Dacca. 

(r) Pakmulia, Mntkh(da, Chandipasa, Maijhati, Jangalia, in police- 
#tittioiis Pakundia, Hosseiupur, Govindapur, Ilajipur, in police-stations 
JBlosseiopur, Kishoregatij and Katiadi. 

{d) None. 

(f) None: the disturl>ances are over, 

W No! 
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^A)%033 Hindu houses were lootedt of which 8 were burnt; six 
MuhaOilttadan houses were looted. 

(t) Kine Hindus were murdered and three injured, of whom two 
have died. 

(;) J^g'ht Muhammadans were killed by the |)olice. 

(k) Up to 8 th August, one Hindu and 182 Muhammadans had been 
arrested. 

(/) Rs. 4,01,G65 excluding documents. 

(m) None for protection since the disturbances. Forty-five appli- 
cations for gun licences have been received. 

(«) None. 

< 0 ) No. 

(p) No. The disturbances are over. 

^ 17 "^ Hoes not arise. 

Rii Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdI: With reference to 
clause {} ) , NA ill the Hcurbh* Member b<* pleased to state the valuation 
of tile doeuuHMits tak(‘ii away In the rioters 

"Thll Mofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE* 1 have no information. 

, * 

Mailivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer (/>) (ti), 
will the Hon'ble Meudier be please<1 to state whether the identity of 
these so-called niaulvi.s has been established? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon*ble Meml>er be 
pleased to state >\hether anv attempt uas ina»le to trace out these 
so-called muiihi.s.'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Attempts have been and 
are l>eing made. 

Maulvi 8YED MAdID BAK8He Will the IlorFhle Member be 
pleased to state whether it is in the report of the District Magistrate 
or of the Subdi visional Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: The report of the District 
Magistrate. 

MaulYf EYED MAdIO BAK8H: Will the HonTde Meiiilier l>e 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate's report is based on 
tSe Sul>di visional Magistrate's report? 
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Tto Hon'bto Mr. W. D#4^#RENTICE: The District Magistmte 
did not state the source of information, but he was personally in the 
locality and 1 suppose lie made inquiries from the Subdivisional 
Magistrate and others. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR RA8U: With reference to answer (d), 
will the Hoii’ble Member be pleased to state whether Government is 
concerned only with the protection of life and property when some 
disturbances are going on and not later or earlier? 

Thi Hon'lllt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There are normal forces to 
deal with nunnal conditions, but to deal with abnormal conditions 
additional forces are required. 

^Mni IATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: With reference 
to answer (h) (iii), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether these propagandists, who were accusing the Government of 
encouraging the movement, have been traced or any attempt has been 
made to trace them P 

Th 0 Hon*bl 0 Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Snin«‘ arrests have been 
made I am informed. 

Bibu SATitH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: With reference 
to answer (e), will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state whether 
threat«*ningH and attempts at molestation are being nuole tiiere by the 
mobs in the villages and reports have reached both the Collector and 
Government? 

TN Hofi*bl0 Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not seen any report. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Fluving regard to the fact that 
ordinary forces at the disposal of Government have lanientHbly failed 
during the riots in Kishoreganj, will the Hoirble Member be pleased 
to state if any precautions have been taken by Government to see that 
these disturbanceB are not started again? 

TN Hoil’blf Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: The District Magistrate 
bat full control of the situation now. 

MiUlvi BYED MAJID BAKBH: Has it come to the knowledge of 
the Hon'ble Member that one of the causes of the disturbance is an 
economic ouef 

Thi MoR’Mt Mr« W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have stated in (h) (i) 

that the discontent was due to the low price of agricultural produce. 
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iMriWi tYED MAJID BAKMr'^m the Hon’ble be 

pleased lo «tate whether, except injr the low price of agncuhtirtil produce, 
it w a that the disturbance was due to ei'onomic difficulties l>etween 
ereditora and debtors? 

Tilt Hoii’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hon^ble member 
will wait and refer to the reply jfiveii to uustarred question No. loJl, he 
will see that the Hoii’ble ifeniber in charjre of the Revenue lX*partmeut 
has stated all the facts refrardinK it. 


KtU-Khtli khii pr»|wt 

•122. Mr. P. BANERdI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in chariro 
of the IrrijTHtion Dejiartnient l>e pleased to state what pmg’i'ess, if any, 
has bt*en made to give effect to the Kutu-Khali khul project prepareil 
years ago? 

(//) Will the Hon'ble Meinlw'r 1»e pleaseil to state whether the Gov- 
ernment h;i\e since r»*ferte<l the matter to the ('ollector, 24-l*Hrganns, 
to ascertain the infoiinatiim regarding the outline of the scheme under 
the Heiigal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, lir4itl? 

(c) Is if a fact that the inveil.s of the culverts or bridges on the 
distii('t hoard kuuN cause obstruction to the flowing stream of the 
Srichnmla khal ? 

{il) If so, aie the t^o^elnme^t considering the desirability of asking 
the district boaid of the VM-Targaiias district for their removal under 
the Kmbaiikinent Act? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tN Hon*bli 
AlliadJ Sir Abdalkarim Ghuznavi): (a) The project was dropped 
because tho.se likely to be benefited did not agree to pay the cost. It 
has recently Imhui revived. 

{It) The C’ollector has recently referred the mutter to the Irrigatiop 
Deportment and the old project is now being revised with a view to 
action being taken under Act V’^I of 11120. 

(c) Tbie question has been looked into scveml times and obstruc- 
tion has not been proved. 

(d) No. 

Mr. P. BANERdlS Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the people 
did not agree to pay the cost but only wanted to pay it by instalments 
on account of their straitened circumstances? 

Tba HOfi’bto Atbadj SI? ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Government 
have no information in (he ipitter. 

ift 
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Qtn^TIOITS. 


[22ifD Auq., 


Maylvi SYIO MAJID iAKSH: Will the Hon*ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he cannot take up the project under the Canals 
Act? 


Tht Hoii*bla AiliidJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZMAVI: The question 
is now bein^ examined by the Executive Enjrineer, Canals Division, 


Suparintandant, Bengal Tanning Inetitute, Calcutta. 

^ M23. Kali EMDAOUL HOQUE: (n) Will the Hun’hle Minister 
in charge of the Ajfru'ulture and Industnes DejKirtment he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the SujKTinteiident of the Bengal Tanning 
Institute, Calcutta, is a part-time officer of Government employed on 
contract basis? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl© 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many hours he has to work at the institute every day; 

{it) dunng what hours of the day he does that work; and 

(tiO whether there is any record to show that he renders the full 
stipulated jieriod of service every day? 


(r) If the answer to (h) (Hi) is in the negative, will the Hou’ble 
Minister l»e plejised to state how Government satisfy themselves on 
this fKiint and whether they propose to maintain such records in 
future? 

(ti) Is it a fact that the Su|)eiinfeudent generally attends office after 
5 p.ui, and detains the office stuff till 8 or 9 p.m. ? 

(e) Will the IftWl’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there is any register of attendiince of the subordinate 
ministerial and menial staff of the institute; 

(it) whether the hours of arrival and of departure of the staff are 
recorded therein; and 

(ill) whttt is the average number of hours of daily attendance of 
each member of the office staff (ministerial and menial) 
during the last two yearaf 



QUESTIONS. 


jssa] i 


«ar 


The Hoiinu* Khm Bahaiiiir K. C. M. FAROQUIl (a) Te*. 

(b) (i) and («i) The member is referred to the repi}' g^veu to tlKi 
unstarred questian No. 12 asked, by Mr. C. 0, Cooper at the meetlag 
of the Legislative Council held on 2Uid August, 1927. 

(m) No. 

(c) Government are satisfied that the officer has strictly compdied 
with the terms of his agreement. They do not therefore propose to 
maintain any such records in future. 

(d) No, but the office staff has sometimes to be detained after 
5 p.m. in the interests of the public 8er\’ice. 

(e) (i) and (ii) Yes. 


(tit) About 8 hours on the average. 


Nomination for 8iib-Rogiitrarihip» 

M24. Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLIOKt (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the K<lucation ( Uegistrution) I>e|iart« 
meiit l)e please<l to state whether there is any rule which restricts the 
nominations of the Insjiector-fteiieral of Ilegist ration only to the rela- 
tionvS of the officers of the Uegistrution Deptirtment ? 

{It) If so, will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to lay a copy of the 
said rule on the table? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No 

(h) Does not arise. 


Rrooooution In BongM undor ttit Child Marriago Aot 

M28. Mr. 8HANTI BHEKHARESWAR ROY: Will tbe llon hla 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state tbe 
number of prosecutions and convictions in Bengal under the Child 
Marriage Restraint Act popularly known as the Sarda Act up to the 
end of July, 19S0? 

MEMBER in aharga of dUOICIAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon*bla 

Mr. W* D. R«‘ PrantiOi): There have lieen no pi osecu lions in Bengal 
under the Child Marriage Ael. 



QirESTIOKS. 


[2210) Aua.^ 


m 

Mr. IHANTI tHEKHAREiWAH ROY: WiU the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether he is satisfied that there has been ntf breach 
of this lawP 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have no knowledge. 

MmiIvI eyed MAdIO BAKSH: From the answer given will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state if we are to understood that there 
have been no prosecutions? 

Thi Hofl’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There have been no 
prosecutions. 

Mr. EHANTI EHEKHARESWAR ROY: Has Government issued 
any instructions not to prosecute anybody under this Act ? 

Tha HOfl'blt MfW W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Some instructions have 
.been issued. I forget the exact wording of them. 

Mr. EHANTI EHEKHAREEWAR ROY: WiU the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state the gist of the instructions issued? 

Thi H0fi*bli Mt. W. D. R. PRENTICE: for as I recollect they 

are to the effe< t that thi** w'us a new Act and it was not to he worked 
rigorously to start with. 


PtHoiVihlpi awardad by IntamationaJ Board of Hoaltb of 
Roolcofollor Foundation. 

M2E. Dr. Etr NILRATAN EIRCAR: io) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in change of the I/>cal Self-Government (Medical) Department 
be pleased to state wbat are the terms and conditions under w'hich the 
M'holarships for [lost-graduate medical training have been endowed by 
the Rtnkefeller Foundation for India 

(fi) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether any 
•cholarship is available for w'holars from Bengal? If so, since when? 

(c) What are the names of the persons who obtained such scholar* 
ships from Bengal? 

(i/) What are the names of the respective countries to which they 
have been sent or ^ere sent for training? 



QUESTIONS. 


J»3a.)fc 

(•) Is it a fact that theae scholars take ap particular hraaches of 
the mii&ical and surgical sciences for study? 

(/) Is it a fact that when they finish their courses of studies thev 
do not get employment in the particular branches which they studied? 
If so, why so? 

(ff) Is it a fact that the scholarships lapsed in some cases? 

(^) ^ill the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 

for the same? 

MINISTER in ohargt of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT (MEDU 
CAL) DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo Mr. Kliwaja Nuiimiddin) : (a) 

Government are not aware of any such scholarships endowed for India, 
but the member possibly refers to the Fellowships awarded by the 
Internationa] Hoard of Health of the Rockefeller Foundation for which 
nomination of candidates from India is called for from time to time. 

(fi) The Oovernment of Bengal have been asked on some occasions 
to nominate candidates. 

(c) The Oovernment of Bengal have not l)een informed of any such 
names. 

(</), (c) and (/) Do not arise. 

(ff) The (Jovernment of Bengal have no information. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Asstitant Inspector of Woeving Sehooli. 

•m. Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY I (n) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department l>e pleased to 
state for how long and since when the post of the Assistant Inspector 
of Weaving Schools has been kept vacant? 

(h) What are the reasons for not filling up the vacancy? 

(r) Has any difficulty or inconvenience been experienced owing to 
the absence of this officer? 

(d) If so, what are they and what steps have been taken to get over 
such difficulties and inconveniences? 

(e) What i^as the amount provided in the budget for this officer's 
limvelling expenses for the year 192940 ? 



fflif QtnSSTIONiS. [22 iidAto; 

(f) Hm any portion of this amount been expended, and if so, by 
whom? 


The Hnn’bln Khan BMhn K. G. M. FAROQUI: {a) For a year 

and a half — since 4th February, 1929. 

(6) It was expected that the Assistant Inspector of Weaving 
Schools, who has been sent to Seram pore to officiate for the retiring 
Principal, would rejoin his post shortly and no officiating arrangement 
was therefore considered necessary. 

(o) Yes, to some extent. 

(d) The inspection work has suffered to a certain extent but steps 
have been taken to get the work done by other officers of the depart- 
ment as far as practicable. Recruitment of the permanent Principal 
is being expedited to get the Assistant Inspector of Weaving Schools 
relieved from Serarapore as early as possible. 

(e) Rs. 3,600 was provided for the Inspector of Technical and 
Industrial Institutions and the Assistant Inspector of Weaving 
Schools. 

(/) Yes, the whole amount was required for the travelling allowance 
of the Inspector of Technical and Industrial Institutions. 


Ligil poet mortem exeminttione by the medioel staff of nofHfflloial 
medioil inetitutione. 

M28. Dr. Sir NILRATAN SIRCAR: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Ix)Cttl Self-Government (Medical) Department 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that legal post mortem examina- 
tions are not allowe<l to be carried out by the medical staff of non- 
official nmlical institutions in Bengal, however qualified the staff may 
beP 

(b) Is it a fact that such post mortems are a monopoly of the Police 
Surgeon ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
etatement showing for the last ten years — 

(i) the names of the Police Surgeons; and 

(it) their previous experiences in post mortem works? 



QtnSTIONS. 


im] i 


¥ 


(d) liit a fa^ that the authorities of the National Medical Institute 
of Calcutta applied to GoTernment for permission to carry out such post 
mortem examinations P 


(e) If so, has permission been granted to that institution? If not, 
why not? 


The Hon^ble Mr« KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINs (a) It is presumed 
that the member refers to postmortem examination in criminal cases 
or in cases of suspicious death. These are carried out in Calcutta by 
the Police Surgeon and staff and outside Calcutta by the Civil Surgeon 
or his subordinate officers. 

(h) See (a). 

(c) *(i) A statement is laid on the table. 

(if) It is not clear what experience is implied other than that of 
medical training and practice. 

(d) No such application has been received by Government. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Staterthenf referred to in the reply to ehntMe (r) (i) of starred question 
No. 128 showifiy the names of Poltre Surgeons for the last ten 
years. 

Lieutenant-Colonel N. P, Sinha, i.u.s. (retired). 

Lieutenant-Colonel K. 8. Thakur, i.li.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. A. Godson, Ji.c., i.m.s. 
liieuteuant-Colonel O. St. John Moses, i.u.s. (retired). 

Major J. C. I)e, i.u.s. 

Major A. C. Chatarji, i.u.s. 

Major U. G, Alexander, i.u.s. 

Major B. G. Mallya, i.u.s. 


Attamtanof of ofRoori of tho Imfustriti Oafiortfiittrt it thi liMfini 
Scimot CongfM, AlliiiilMiil. 

Mm Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROYs (a) Will the HonUde Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department lie pleased to 
state who were the officers of the Industries Department allowed to 
attend the Indian Science Congress at AllahaVad in Januar>', 1930, and 
in which subjects did they respectively take active part? 



m 


QUESTIOlfl 


[22ia> Am,, 


(b) Did they eubmit reports to the Director of Industries P 

(e) If so, what action, if any, has been taken on themP 

(d) Are all the officers members of the Science Congress P 

(e) If so, what are the respective dates of their admission P 

(/) What has been the cost to Government for each of these officers 
on this account and what benefit did the department derive by their 
attendance? 

(g) What are the principles followed in allowing such officers to 
attend the meetings of the Science Congress? 

Tht Hon*lile Khtn Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUil (a) and,(e) A 
statement is laid on the table. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

(/) The statement referred to above furnishes the information 
required. 

The department is lienefited in that the knowledge and experience 
gained by participation in the discussions and by general interchange 
of ideas are utilised by the officers in the pursuit of their departmental 
activities. 

(g) The principles followed in allowing officers to attend the Con- 
gress are that the officers should be scientists and technical experts and 
that they can be spared for the purpose. 


Statement referred to wi the reply to clauses (a) and (e) of starred 
question .Vo. 129. 



RubjeoU. 

Date of 
admis- 
sion. 

Cost on 
account of 
travelling 
alloarance. 




Bs. A. 

(a) Mid (i) ImhwtriiU rhemist . . 

Chemistrv . . 

lau 

m 2 

of Tw’hniciil 

MsUietnatics, Scienop 

lasa 

IS4 2 

Am) Imiuwtrial 

Institutiotu. 

and Psychology. 



RfMMurrh 

Chemiiitiy (in relation 

1922 

145 9 

BcHngal TMining 

Institute. 

to tanning industry). 


103 4 

Tannery ftwerosn. 

Ditto 

1026 

Benoa) Tanning 
Institute. 













QTTESTIONS. 


m 


im.] t: 


OatMitU Taetmtoai Sahoal. 

•m Hr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the total sum of money so far spent by OoA’ernment on Calcutta 
Technical School, 110, Corporation Street; 

(it) the amount of annual grant to the institution ; 

(m) the amount of annual income from fees; and 

(ir) the amount of annual income, if anj% from other sources? 

(h) Is the school managed directly by the Government through the 
Director of Industries or by a non-Government agency? 

(c) If the school is managed by a non-Oovernment agency, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the management is satii* 
factoiy^ and the public funds are properly utilised? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in (he afBrmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing— 

(i) full name; 

(it) religion; 

(tVt) Fniversity degree only; 

(iv) teaching work in hours per week according to the Board of 
Control for Apprenticeship Training Syllabus only; 

(r) present annual salary’ including house allowance and provident 
fund bonus; 

(vi) date of joining the service ; 

(rtt) designation; and 
(rfii) grade in the service 

of the present staff members of the said school? 

(•) What is the total number of students at present attending (he 
•ehool? 

(f) How many hours per week does the school remain open for 
imparting instruction? 

(ff) What is the cost per student? 



m Qvmnom. [22x0 Am., 

The Hor’M« KKan Bihiditr K. C. M. FAROQUIs (a) (i) to (ttr) A 
ftatement is laid on the table. ^ - 

(6) The Bohooi is managed by a non-Government agency. 

(c) Yea. 

(d) (t) to (rttV) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) One hundred and ninety. three. 

(/) 20 hours. 

( 0 ) Rs. 427 according to last year’s figures. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of the starred question 
No, 130. 


(i) Total sum of money spent by 
103O-~Rs. 13,05,280. 

Government up to 31st March, 

(n) 


Ymt. 

Amount of annual grant 
to tho inatitution. 


Rs. 

1928-27 

... 47,500 

1927-28 

... 52,500 

1928-29 

... 52.600 

1929-30 

... 60,555 

(ni) 


Year. 

Amount of annual 
income from feoa. 


Rs. 

1928-27 

... 18,732 

1927-28 

... 13,756 

1928-29 

... 12,771 

192940 

... 16,173 

(»v) 


Xrmr. 

Amount of annual inooina 
irom other ivourcea. 


Rs. 

1928-27 

... 4,650 

1927-28 

... 4,701 

1928-29 

... 4.095 

192940 

... 4,313 



SUilmnent refrrrcti to in reply to rlmige (d) of the starred quettion No, 130, 




QTTESTIOlfB. 


{22bb 



Ttorre Is po gtwM serrice to il>e sc»Kipl. Howerei scale ot poy of t* glT«, 














jWtf 


whethc 

teachii 


QlTESTIOlsrs. 




^ H. GUHA: wm the Hon'ble Mmieter be pleeeed to .tote 
r* HopWn ha. never undertaken any 

he joined the institution® 

tK**^!* MnHttr K. C. M. FAROQUIi I want notice. 


# * 

Mr. P, |l. QUHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he plea.sed to *tate 
the reason why a non-denomiiiational Muhaimimdun ^‘■ntlemBii. who 
joined in 1927, has lieen placed in charpe of the institution in the 
absence qf Mr. Hophen in preference to other men who joinwl one year 
earlier? 


Th# Hon'ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: The Ooveminp 
Body made a recommendation to this effect and this recommendation 
was approved by the Government. 


Mfe Pe No CUHA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that 
owing to the whole management of the institution being unsatisfactory, 
the Corporation of Calcutta refused to make any grant to it J* 

Tha Hofi*ble Khtn Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Not so far as I 

am aware. 

Mr* Po No GUHA* W ill the Hon’ble Minister b(® pleased to state 
whether (Government are thinking of proYiiiciitlisitig the institution 
shortly ? 

The Hoffi’bla Khan Bahadur K, C. M. FAROQUI: WV are not 

considering the question of provincialising the school at present. 

3-30 p.m, 

Mr# Po Mo GUHA: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleasinl to state 
the total amount that is spent on lecturers who go there for a verv 
short time in the evening? 

Tha Hon'lila Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. Fo No GUHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the Government would care to instruct the Governing Body of the 
institution to appoint whole-time men in place of those w ho go there 
only lor hall an hour or soF 

* Tha HaiPbla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: At present 
Oovemment think it unnecessary to interfere with the discretion of 
the '€fov^ning 'Body. 



m QTTBSTIOirS, I2?m3l4TO., 

Ui^arrMI Quntiii* 

(annran to whioh wort laid on tho taMo)« 

OauM IN Kithoreganj disturbtiwei. , 

m. Mawab KHWAilA HABIBULLAH: (a) Is the l^n’ble Mem- 
her in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the recent dis- 
turbances at Kishoreganj subdivision are mainly due to economic dis- 
tress on account of AckmI and failure of crops? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
MemV>er be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to 
give relief to the area affected? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Sir Provaih Chunder Mitter): {a) The Collector reported to the 
Revenue Department that in thanus Mitainain, Itna, Astagrain and ^ 
small portion of Ilajitpur there was scarcity of money and food on 
‘ account of early rising of water and (*oiise(|uent damage to ama!i and 
jute, but according to the information of tliis department no economic 
distress caused hy Hood and failure of (Tops prevailed in thanas 
Kishoreganj, Hosseinpur, Pukundia, Katii^di, (iaffargnon, Niltli and 
Naudail which were the thanas affected by recent disturhaiKcs. 

{b) Does not arise. 


Niimbor of tooohors in certain Government and aided echoots. 

194. Mauivi ABUt KA8EM: Will the Hoirhle Minister in charge 
of the Kducation Depaitiuent 1 h' pleased to state how many MLussahuan 
♦eacherH, other than oriental teachers, are there in each of the following 
Government and aided schools: — 

(1) tba Birbhum Zilla School; 

(2) the Benimadhnb Institution, Sun; 

(3) the lletampur Uaj High English School; 
f4) the Rampurhat High English School; 

(ft) the Rampurhat Fnion School ; 

(0) the Burdwan Town School ; 

(7) the Hooghly Collegiate School ; and 
ffl) the Httarpara Government School? 



( 2 ^ 1 ^ 

<6) die. 
<6) Twtt 


QUSSnOKS. 

Hr. KH#AJA NACiiiiiODINi (1) Four. 


(7) One. 

(8) NU. 


tiMtiofi of Babu KishorifNiti Roy at Cliaifiiian, Mkiiiapon dfalHol 

board. 

155. Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Ix>cal Self-Government Department be pleaaed to state whether it is 
a fa< t that Babu Kishoriputi Roy was re-elwtefl as Ohairman of the ' 
Midna|>ore district Ismrd in March, 1930? 

(6) Is it n fact that his confirmation was delayed about 3 months 
towards the end of which the District Ma^ristrate was appointeil Chair- 
man in supersession of the elected Chairman? 

(c) Is it a fact that the sen'ices of Babu Kishoripati Hoy for the 
Midna[)ore district Umrd tis its Chairman in the previous session were 
•appreciated by the Govenunent in the Government Ix)cal iSelf-Govem- 
ment resolutions reviewing jthe reports on the working of the dietriot 
boards in Bengal during the years 1927-28 and 1928-29? 

(<f) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'blo 
Minister be pleased to slate what was the reascin for the delay in con- 
firming Babu Kishorifmti Roy's election as Chainnan and his ultimate 
eupers^ion In* the District Magistrate? 

(e) Is it a fact that in consequenre of such action on the part of the 
Oovemment a large majority of the elected membem of the district 
board and local boards have resigned their posts by way of a protest? 

W^hy did not the Goveniment direct the Wrd to elect some non- 
official Chairman other than Babu Kishoripati Roy, if it was not found 
to confirm him, instead of appointing an official Chairman? 

(y) Are the Government considering the desirability of restoring to 
ike ^^ct board of Midnapore the right of re-electing its Chairman? 

Mi«liir K. C. M. PAROQUIi M Babu 

Boy ^yas elected Chairman of the Midnapore district board 
snaking on the I5th March, 1930; but tke election wa# not 
comwitl vby Govemmffiit. 
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(6) The Dietfict Mafiitrate wiff appotalel Utiainiiaii m wiliiaiitioD 
No. 296 L. S.-0., dated the 13th Jjme, 1930. 

(c) This was the caee in the fesolution for 1927-28 bnt i^in tiliat 
for 1928-29. 

(d) Information placed hefcH^e Government as to the recent activitiea 
of the district board under the Chairmanship of Babu XishoripalTRoy 
led Government to conclude that no other course was possible. 

(e) On the district board eight out of 22 elected members, and on the 
local boards 28 out of 78 elected members have tendered their resigna- 
tion, only one of whom spetdfied as grounds for his action the refusal of 
Government to confirm the election of Babu Kishoripati Boy. 

(/) See (d). 

(ff) The question will not arise until next year under clause 2 of 
section 29A of the Local Self-Government Act. 


Roads salootscl for provinoialitation. 

IMi BMni SUK LAL NACs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Works Department be pleased to state bow many years it 
will take to complete all the roads selectetl for provincialisationP 

(h) If the time is likely to l>e very long, are the Government con- 
sidering the deeimhility of taking up all the rf»ads at the same time with 
rateable progress so that undue prefej*ence be not given to a selected few 
to the disappointment of the remainder? 

MINIiTBR in oharga of PtiBtIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (Oio 
Hon’Mt Ktion Bahadur K. C. M. Paroqui): (a) \o roads have been 
selected for provincialisation. 

(h) If the member means roads to be improved from the Koad Fond, 
the answer is in the negative. The available funds are distributed to 
secure the maximum advantage with due regard to the claims of all 
parts of the prt>vince. 


Grand Trunit Raad in tha Burdwan Diviilan. 

IBS* Hft i« 0. ORMONOf Will the Hon*ble Minister in chnifo 
of the Fnblk Works Department be pleased to state— 

(t) whht slope have been taken to rejuur the Grand Trunk Boad fn 
thb Bufdwan Division; and ^ ^ 

(>i) wbalhar mpairs of a more aubatantial kind than hHhidja uiQi 
bo vndeiiakfii ^ia jmrf Jr 



bMM g&ea to proceed witk any tltwimgik 

(«) >il it &e intention of the OoVehiment to nndertnke regnUr 
repatn Ihroni^oat the year whenever repair is found neceewiyP 

(rf) W4U the Hon ’Me Minister be pteaeed to lay on the table a state- 
mMit’i^wing how much is intended to be spent on this road durinir thw 
dnaacial year ending Slst March, 1931— 

(0 by district boards; 

(it) firon the Central Road Fund; 

(ift) by the PuMic Works Department; and 

(tV) from other sources P 

Thn Hoii*lil« Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: (a) (i) Repairs 

are m progress to such extent as the budget grante permit. 

(u) (binary repairs will be on the same scale as in previous years, 
but portions of the road will be improved as a charge against the Road 
Fund. 

(h) There are standing orders to do so within the budget limits. 

(c) Petty repairs are done throughout the year and re-metalling dur- 
ing the mins as far as funds permit. 

(d) R«. 2,00,000 fitmi the Provincial Budget and Rs. 1,26,000 from 
the Centrol Road Fund if the latter is voted. No funds are derived from 
district boards or other sources. 



Howrah^akardah Oiatriot Boanl Road, 

158, Babu HARIBAN8A ROY I (a) fa the Eon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Ix)cal Self-Government Department aware that there is an 
agreement between Messrs. Martin d Co., Managing Agents of the 
Howrah-Amta laght Railway Company, Ltd., and the district board, 
Howrah, whereby the Government has ultimate control over, and 
Government engineers have full authority to inspect, the Howrah- 
Makardah District Board Road? 

(6) la it a fact that the said road remains in a highly deplorable 
condition during all seasons of the year? 

(c) Who is responsible for this state of aBairsf 

(d) Is it a fact that the Howrah-Amta Liglit Railway Company 
have encroached upon portions of the said road reserved for pedesiriana 
and ordinary vehicular traffic? 

(e) If the answers to (6), (c) and (d) are in the affirmative, will 
the Hof *b!e Minister he pleased to state what stepSi if any, the Oov- 
ernmtnl >itipMtee,^to take in the matlerf 
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Ttm ItanWt KHm Mutfiir U l|b Th» odijr 

^ which Govemment atio awaf^ jtotw^ii the Hawrah^Amte 
light Eailway Company^ IM., a&d the HowraA diatrict board is that 
dated 12ih June, 1889, which does not include the terms suggested. 

(b) No, though there is room for improvement in view of the 

traffic. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Government are not aware of such encroachments. 

(e) Does not arise. 


iohanit for aradioatiofi of malaria. 

188. Mr, BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Will Ihe Hon’ble 
Minister in chargee of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether the Government have got any definite scheme for the 
eradication of malaria from Bengal? 

(h) If fhe answer to (a) is in the affirmative, willt the Hon’ble 
Minister Ikj pleased to state when the Government propose to carry the 
acheme into effect? 

(c) Do the Government propose to float a loan to finance the scheme, 
if necessary? 

Tha Hon’Ma Khan Bahatfur K, C. M. FAROQUI: (a) and (b) If 

the meinWr implies a single comprehensive scheme on which Govern- 
ment would rely for the eradication of malaria from Bengal, the answer 
is in the negative, this lying beyond the l)ounds of practical possibility. 
Apart from the expenditure on Public Health by local bodies and grants 
towards this expenditure the Public Health Department have the 
following sjiecific local schemes in progress : — 


Anti-Mai.aiua Schemes. 

^1) Buidwan Civil Station. 

<2) Bimagar municipality. 

<3) Santipur municipality. 

(4) Sjriihnagar municipality. 

<b) Banka Vnlley. 

(6) Singaran Hopod Coilieriee. 

'i* 
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llAijuUKljlUl Qb$bbiutosixs. 

Il) (^cattf^lt^lam^iteeiearoh liaboraioty. 

^) Enshnagar Malaria Reaearch Laboratoiy. 

(3) Sanarpur Malaria Reseiarch 0b8en*ator>\ 

(4) Soili Observation Station. 

It und^^tood that the Irrigation Department have also recently 
initiated achemee for flushing in the Burdwan and Hooghly distrioU 
with water from the river Damodar. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government is prepared to frame a comprehensivf 
scheme for the provim'e as a whole; and if one comprehensive soheim 
is not practicable according to the opinion of Government, il 
Oovemiiieut prepared to frame individual schemes for the different 
parts of the province? 

The Hofi*bla Khin Bahadur K. C. M. PAROQUI: It is primarily 

a question of finance. I have just taken over the Department and 
should like to have time to study the situation before I ran give a 
reply which will sati.sfy the hon'ble member. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hou ble Minister be 
pleased to state what does Government mean by the eipressioii “Anti- 
Malaria Scheme” at Burdwan civil station? Does it cover only the 
compound of the resideiK'es of the Govern men t officials at Burdwan 
tow n ? 

The Hoffi’hlf Khan Bahadur K. C. M. PAROQUI : 1 want notice. 


Road from Viahnupur to tho aastom limit of tho Bankura diatfiot 

ISO. Babu SATYA KINKAR SAHANAt (a) h the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Works Department aware that tfaero 
is no road from Vishnupur to the eastern limit of the Bankura distnot, 
a distance of about 25 miles? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government con- 
template taking in the matter? 

Tho HonnUo Kban BM t ud u r K. 0. M. PAROQUI: (a) Tes. 

(6) The question is one for oonsideratioo hy the district board M 
Banlmm and the member may refer the matter to them. 



m i22n'mk, 
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in. MaHlvi HAtMM ALI: (a) I« tW Hon’ble Member w chu-ge 
of the Political (Jaila) Department aware that Maulvi Haaaan Ali, a 
non-official visitor to Dinajpnr District Jail, was not allowed during hia 
visit to the said jail on 3rd August, 1930, to inspect the Division III 
student prisoners in the jail who were convicted for political oiEteiicesF 

(h) Is it a fact that the jailor told the visitor that he co^ not 
allow him under any circumstances whatsoever to visit the stndent 
prisoners for poUtical reasons F 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Hember be pleased to state what were those reasons? 

(hI) la it a fact that the said visitor was not also allowed to visit the 
jail hospital? 

{f) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 

MEMBER in nhargi of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(tho Hon*blo Sir Promh Ohumlm^ Mittor): (a) On the occasion of his 
visit on the 3rd August, 1930, Maulvi Hassan Ali was permitted to 
visit every portion of the jail except those hospital wards where 
prisoners whom the Maulvi Sahib is not entitled to visit were, owing to 
.difficulties of accommodation, temporarily confined in association with 
acme prisoners in Division III. 

(h) and (c) The extent to which the visitor’s movements were 
restricted and the reason therefor has Wn described in the answer 
to (a) above. 

{d) and (c) The member is referred to the answer given to (a) 
alK>ve. 

Maulvi HASSAN ALI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state what kind of prisoners an ordinary visitor of a jail is entitled to 
visit? 

Tha HoiPbla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have already 
answered that question, and I have nothing to add. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the reasons for not allowing Mr. Hassan 
Ali to visit the other prisoners were explained to him by the Jailor? 

!i/Tba HiiPSli Hr PROVAiN CHUNOBR MITTER: Mr. Hassan 

All was allowed to visit the prisoners who were inside the prison. 



Qxjwmm, m 

mWHAimiWAII mri wm the Efm%h Member 

be whether the reasons for not allowin|r Mr. HMsen 

Ali to ^it the prisoners were explained to him by the Officei^in-oherge? 

Tht IlMl’bte Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Possibly, they 
were explained to him. 

MMftvl HAS8AN ALI* Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to 
state if it is not a fact that Division I prisoners are not allowed to be 
visited by an ordinary visitor? 

The Hon’Me Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Division I 
prisoners and detenus are not to be visited by the ordinary visitors. 

ICaxi EMOADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Maulvi Hassan Ali was not allowed to 
visit those hospital wanls in which there were no political prisoners? 

The Hofi’Me Sir PRDVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: They were all 
mixed up tojfether. That is not a fact. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Ilot/ble Meml>er 
be pleased to state wliat provision 1ms been made for the insp4*ction of 
visitors of Division I? 

Tha Hofi’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Tliere is no 
provision for inspection of visitors. 


Malaria and Kala-aiar at Nator. 

182. Maiilvi MOHAMMED 8A8IR UDDIN: (a) Wilt the 
Hon’ble Minister in charjre of the I/ocal Self-Government (Public 
Health) Deportment l)e pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, 
year by year, for the last five years, the total number of — 

(/) malaria, and 
(2) kala-asar 

caaea that have been treated at the aubdivision town of Nator? 

(b) What steps, if any, have been taken by the deportment for 
dealing the jungfes and re-excavating the silted tanks in the subdi- 
viaion town? ^ 

(e) 11 no steps have ye* been taken, are the Govenunmit consyrll' 
hkg the deurahility of taking immediale steps in tbe mailsrf 





m 
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mt Hbh^BIb KiMfi flMBr IL Q. II. PAR0«Ult <n) iotal 

number of malaria and kala*asar cases treated at the subdiTisional 
headquarters is as follows; — 


KiOatia. 

Kala-aaar. 

1926 

... 3,967 

... 612 

1926 

... 2,478 

... 537 

1927 

... 2,402 

... 387 

1928 

... 2,619 

... 340 

1929 

... 3,474 

... 410 


(h) Clearance of jungle and weeda in the municipal area ia tho 
function not of the Public Health Department but of the municipality^ 
who are reported to have taken gome gtepg in this direction. Jungle 
and weeds however remain in great quantities. There are reported to be 
no silted up tanks within the municipal area. 

(r) Does not arise. 


Woman pMeting BoUitiiia OoHagOb 

IBS. Mr. NARRNORA KUMAR BA8U: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state under 
what authority the police on the 18th July, 1980, took a number of 
women picketers arrested by them near the Bethune College, milee 
out into the interior and left them strandwl there?' 

(b) Whttt sU^ps, if any, have been taken to deal with the persona 
responsible for such an action 

TIm Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Women picketera 
were not taken miles out into the interior and left stranded. Some 
women [ncketing Bethune College were removed to another part of 
the Calcutta Police jurisdiction, under the authority which the police 
have for dispersmg unlawful assemblies, and for that purpose. 

(6) None. 

Mr. NARINORA KUMAR BABU: Will the Hon’ble Member U 
pleaaed to state whether there is any statute or any authority for the 
police to remove people from one part to another part of the police 
juriadiction P 

TN HmPMt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOEs I am afraid 1 have not 
^ihihiniiied the legal point, but 1 believe there is a provision in the 
Police Act about removing people. 



QXnBSTI01f& 
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16i Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER! Would the Hou'Ue 
Mmister in charge of the Local Self-Oovemment Dejiartiiient be pleaif4^, 
to answer the following questions : — 

(а) What allowance has been made for the increased maintenance 
charge that will fall on local bodies as a result of the improveittent 
schemes contem|dated in road development!^ 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister satisfied that all the schemes put for- 
ward represent the best value for money, and whether due care waa 
taken and will be taken in future to ascertain and consider the views 
of representative bodies, commercial or otherwise, such as the Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Indian Roads and Trans]M)i*t Development 
Association? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister satisfied that the Province’s Road 
Development programme can be satisfactorily executed, with due regard 
to the factors of economy, time and efficiency, by the Public Works 
Dei)artment and contractors at present available, and if not, how does 
he propose that the ne<^essarv organisation or or^uiisations should he 
brought into being and fostered and what stej^ will be taken to that 
end ? 

(d) Has the subject of cheap earth feeder road construction by 
grader machineiy receivwl Government’s due attention? 

(e) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that a mile of niilway costs 
about three times as much to make and maintain as an e<{ui valent 
roadway and has the question of road rer»u» rail development received 
the serious attention of this Province’s Communications Board? 

The HofPbM Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUIt (a) The expen- 
diture 8anciione<i by the Government of India is for ('cmst ruction not 
maintenance. The question <if maintenance after construction remaina 
to be tiiken into considenition. 

(б) In matters of road construction Government rely on the advice 
of the Public Works DejNirtment whose officers are in t<iuch with 
commercial and engineering deveIo|>ments, bearing cm the problems 
in band. 

(r) The agency for construction is under consideration. 

(d) The ai^icability of this method to conditions in Bengal is a 
technical matter which has not yet been examined. 

(e) The Ministry have no information as to the cost of railway 
eonstmction. The Road Board have considered nmds in the Hgil 
nttlkn' of f^era to railway* tluut of competitor* with tlmm. 





liS. MivIVi MIMIAiillAD HOMAINs FiU the Hoa’bb Kisuter 
In ebaTge of th» Agnculture and Indnatries Department be pleaeed to 
on ie table a statement sbowtn^ for the period from 1926 — 

(i) the number of Muhammadan apprentices that have passed from 
the Bengal Tanning Institute; 

(u) the total number of appointments made from the passed 
candidates; and 

(m) the number of Muhammadans appointed from the passed 
candidates of Bengal 


Tbt Mofi'Mt Khm Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: (i) Ten. 

(it) m. 

(til) The question dobs not arise. 


ttudiRU aont ta foreign oountriee by Covammant far industrial 
aduoation. 


laa. Mauivi LATAFAT HUMAIN; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
4dmrge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing during the last three years the 
number of students — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims 

eent to foreign countries for industrial education at the expense of the 
Government and — 

(i) the centre from which each such student was sent; and 
(it) the educational qualifications of each y 

Th# Hofi^bla Kban Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: (/), {2) (i) and 

(ii) A statement is laid on the table. 

^taUhient referred to in the reply to unstarred question A'O. J66. 


Year. 

Nationality. 

No. 

Centre from 
which »ient. 

. . 

Hindu 

2 

One from Dacca 




and another 
from Hooghly. 


MuaUm 

Nil 


im-n . . 

Hindu 

1 

Calcutta 


Muslim 

1 

Calcutta 

imoso . . 

Hindu 

t 

Howrah 


Mudtm 4. 

1 

Dacca 


Kdurational qualification. 


One B. E. of the Calcutta Uni* 
vandty and the other L 8c. of 
BenaoM Hindu Univentty. 

M. Sc. of the Caleotta Unto 
veiaity. 

Meehanical and J^betrioal En* 
cmeerinf Diploiaa boklrr of 
benfal Rngtee^ College. 

M. Sc. of the Oilonlto Uni. 

theCiaentin Vnkm* 

•tty. 
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; Mft Kt FAZL^UL.' HUQl Will th© Hon’Id© litinutilr is 
charge fli the Local Self-Oovernment (Medical) Xtepartmeiit be pleiised 
to states 


(t) wbat boarding or hostel nirangements at present exist in 
Calcutta for the benefit of Muhammadan students studying 
in the Medical College and the Campbell Medical School ; 
(it) what fees have to be paid by the students residing in such 
boarding or hostel ; and 

(m) what facilities, if ony, exist for the help of Muhiunmadan 
students studying for medical degrees in Calcutta ^ 


Tht Hon’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODINs (t) A building with 
accommodation fur 76 students is rented as a hostel for Muhammadan 
students of the Medical College.. There are no hostel arrangements 
for students of either community at the Campbell School. Students 
make their own arrangements for board and lodging. 

(ti) At the hostel attached to the Medical (^)llege the fees chargeil 
for acc4immodation are Tls. 8 on the uijper floor and Hs. 6 om the 
ground floor; students at the (^umpl)ell Hospital |wy aC(M>rding to 
arrangements made, the charge for board and lodging averaging it is 
said about Rs. 18 to Rs. 19 per month. 

(ui) There are six Mohsin Fund scholarships awanled, two each 
in the Ist, 2nd and 4th year and tenable for two years at the (Calcutta 
Medical College. Muhammadans are at present holding three Govern* 
ment scb(>lur8hi|»s at the Campbell Minlical St^bool. Stipends are also 
granted from the Mohsin Fund at both institutions to Muhammadan 
students in indigent circumstances according to funds available. 


Rgerultment to tfio Bongit Modioil torvioo* 

m Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKERJEiS (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the IiO<*al Self-Government (Medical) Depart* 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, 
aince 1922 — 

(f) bow many M.Hs. of the Calcutta University have been appoint* 
ed to the Bengal Medical Service (Upper) ; 

(ft) how many of the above M.Bs. were taken from the Calcutta 
Medical CidJege; 

(nt) how many from the Carmichael Medical College; and 
(tv) how piany candidates passed the Final M©B. examination from 
the Carmichael Medical College during the period f 



amBSTioKs. 
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^ pwv«it«d.0«»v6nuiM«H 
th. el«m, of rtodent. p.«m, from th. 

♦l.JSil' •* **l* »<»»«”•“««»* of Bengal commnnicated wiH 

the Pi^cipal, Carmichael Medical College, in December, 1929, that 
poverpi^ent would advertiee for the vacancie* in future and have the 
■election* made by a competent Board P 

v: answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo 

•iJ**" plea^d to state whether the assurance contained in the 
above letter has been fulfilled P 

to ‘‘“r ^ pleased 

to state the policy proposed to be adopted in future? 


The Hon'Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 


(a) («) 1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 


(tV) 1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 


(ifV) 1929 

(»e) 1988.23 

1923- 54 

1924- 25 

1926-20 

1926- 27 

1927- 28 

1928- 29 


(h) No. 



IMftj \ aUESTIOKS. «|f 

(e) pa •Bch oonuBtt«iMtion haa been tnwscd in '&e«mb«r, 1829. 
Mr. Dlimond however, Secretary to the Local. Salf-OnOHnuenl' 
Bepartill^t, wrote demi-officially in this sense in 1928, i4i& ipmHt 
exipited that the Provincial Service Recruitment Rules would shortly 
coitte iftto force. ^ 

(d) No, as the Provincial Service Recruitment Rules have only 
come into force this year. 

(e) It is expected that appointments in future will ordinarily be 
made in accordance with the Provincial Service RecMniitment Rules 
which provide for selection by a Selection Committee. 


Juta nit mid supply sotittiis. 

IWn Mr. d. E. ORDI8H: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state the 
financial trading results of all jute sale and supply societies in Bengal 
for the past three financial years? 

(h) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
trading in jute on the same scale as in the past three years is con* 
templated by the co-<)f>erative societies in the present jute season? 


Tht Hofi’INt Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUIs (a) The meml>er 
is referred to the statistics contained in the appendices to the Annual 
Reports of the Co-operative Department for the years 1927-28 and 

1928- 29, copies of which are placed on the library table. Figures for 

1929- 30 will l)e available when the report for that year is published. 

(b) It is understood that the Boards of Directors of some, if not 
all, of these societies have not yet made arrangements to commence 
trading in the current jute season. The directors of these societies 
do not ordinarily communicate their decisions to Government. 


Ral Bahadur KiBHAB CHANDRA BANARdI: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state whether the Co-operative Department have 
made inquiries as to why these societies have not started business this 
year? 

Tha Haw*hla Khan Bahadur K« C. M. FAROQUIt We know the 
reasons, but it is undesirable to disclose them here now. 





Kli enMUHtA AAllMWi i WiU tke B<»*Ue 

!lCinii,tllf tw pj|pMed to stato whether Government have ci^iietdered 4t 
n^c^dmry^isb ifkahe any inquiries at allf 

Thf Hon’IHa Kluiii Bahailur K. C. M. FAROQUI: We did not 

any special inquiry. 


Cantral Ckhaporithre Sale SupiHy Sooiatiea, Ltd 

170. Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon’b|a; 
Minister in chargre of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statmnent showinjn^ 

(i) the present number of Central Co-operative Sale Siipirfy*^ 
Societies, Ltd., established at different centres in Beiigar 
for purchase and sale of jute ; 

(it) the authorised, subscribed and borrowed capital of each . of 
these societies; 

(ui) the profits and losses of each of these societies every year from 
the time of their establishment up to 1929; 

(iv) the liabilities and assets of each of them; and 

(v) the total amount of losses, if any, incurred by those societies? 


(6) Is it a fact that these societies were carried on at a loss every 
year? t 

(r) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why these 
societies were allowed to continue business after two years’ working 
at a loss? 

(d) Are these societies working at present? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the causes which^ 
led to the failure of these societies? 


f 


(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the name or names 
of the person or persons or company from whom these societies botiowed^ 
money for carrying on business? 

(g) If the Provincial Co<»perative Bank is the bank supidying 
loans to these societies, will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state 
what was the tobd amount lent this bank to the said soeteHes? 



, QinsTiom oi 

Village CWperatiTe Banka' (witii oiOiDUtea 
were induced to purclukse and they did purcf|aM ahai^ of* 
th’eM Omtral Co-operative Sale Supply Sodetiee with their reaervn 
fimifF 

(t) Wmat was the total amount of money inveated by the villagw 
in pnrrhasing such shareeP 

(i) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state to what extent 
^le Pnpvincial Co-operative Bank and the Village Co-operative Banka 
be affected by the failure of the said societies? 

^be Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state whether the- 
jG^|[eil||tttnt intend to take any steps to mitigate the consequences of 
the failure of the societies on the co-operative movement in Bengal? 

Hon^Mf Khati BalMMliir K. C. M. FAROQUIl (a) (#) to (vy 

The memher is referred to the statistics contained in the appendix 
"fo the annual report of the Department for 1928-29, a copy of which 
:ii.iai|i ^n the librar>^ table. Figures for the year 1929-dO will bw 
a>^ilable when the annual report for that year is ready. 

(ft) Vide answer to {a) above. 

" These societies are managed each by its own Board of Directora, 

and it is for them to det'ide w'hether they should carry on the busineae 
or not. 

(a) It is understood that the Boards of Directors of most, if not all|. 
of these societies have not yet Ikeen able to commence trading in tho 
current season. 

(®) Government are not prepared to express any opinion on tho 
present position of these societies or the reasons which have 
thereto. 

(/) and (ff) Government have no detailed information and are not 
in an^ event prepared to publish such information. 

(h) It is understood that certain Village Co-operative Socieiiea 
made investments in co-operative sale societies, but Government bavw 
^ no detailed information. 

(t) Vide answer to (h) above. 

0) Government are not in a position to give an answer to thia 
queeticm. 

(k) Does not arise, 

KMITTIR MOHAN RAYs Will the Hon^ble Minisler be 
pteo0ifd to state whetber the Central Co-operative Sale Supply Sm ieties 
were carried on at a loss of more than Rs. 30 lakhs.^ 

fiio Hm^Mo KIhhi RilMMlwr 


•C« Cto M» FAROQUIl I would like 



I omagmiiB: 

MMtanhilM to ivotMdto tHwtm In'* 


171. Mr. tHANTi tHEKHAREtWAR ROY l (a) WiU ^ 

Mtiurter in cbarge of the Agricnlture and Indiutriea 

plaaaed to state whether any scholarship is granted by the Local ' 

erqinent to a student fnHn Bengal who wants to fwosecnte his 

ilk A recognised agricultural college in India F ^ , 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^Ub# , 
itilkieter he pleased to state — 

** (t) the number, and 
(ft) amount 


of such scholarships F 

Hw Honlito Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: (a) It is^ll^" 

present practice to grant such scholarships. 

(b) (f) and (it) The question does not arise. 


Mr. tHANTi tHEKHAREtWAR ROY: Will the Hou’ble 
be pleased to state what is the present practice of the GovetiiaMinM 
•connection with the encouragement of higher education in agr(eidliagEf. ' 


The Hon’blf Kluui Bahnilur K. C. M. FAROQUI: At present 

have no provision for the encouragement of higher education, lb 
agriculture. 


Maktabs. 

^ ITS. Mauivi MUHAMMAD tAADATULLAH: Will the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased #0%^ 

ihe table a statement showing at present, district by distiJdlS^'^^ 

(f) the present number of maktabs; 

(ft) bow many of them are aided ; 

(iff) how many of them are unaided; 

.(tr) the total grant given to the aided maktabs; and 
(v) the KMWon why no grant is being given to the other ipai^idiil^ 

Tha Naii*Mt Ito. KNWAJA NAZIMUDOINt (t) to (tu) A ftaLnaall 

jgiving the inJonuatioii i« laid on the table. ^ n ^ ^ 

(f;) For paucity of funds and because some fail to 




MMiaiikiri Dinrt in VMmupiir. 

174. Btbu MTYA KINKAII SAHANA: (a) Is the Hen’lle 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware— 

(t) that Subhankari Danra is the only irrigation channel in the 
Vie^nnpur subdivision of the Bankura district; and 
(n) that the same is in a dying condition? 


(b) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that the Government havst^ 
till now, taken no steps for its revival ? 


(c) What stejw, if any, do the Government contemplate taking 
repair and maintain the said danra or channel? ^ 


The Hofi’hio AlhaiiJ Sir ABDELICERIM CHUZNAVI; (a) (i) The 

Subhankari Danra is the only important irrigation canal in the neilhern 
portion of the Vishnupur subdivision. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) and (r) It is not correct to say that Government have taken no 
steps for its revival ; a project for reviving the canals by connecting 
them witli the Sali river and remodelling the canals is under prepSra* 
tion and is exp)ected shortly. It is also proposed to })iiild a resen'oir 
higher up the valley to supplement the supply of water. 


OiapoMi gf settions eases in Fsridpur. 

175. Rai tahib AK8HOY KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay pn tie 
table a statement showing from January, 1920, to March, 1930, both 
inclusive, — " 

(i) the number of cases committeil to the Sessions Court at Farid- 
pur and Bakarganj, resjjectively ; 

(tV) the number of such cases on charges of culpable homicide in 
each of the nbovementioned districts; 

(im) the number of criminal appeals filed in the Sessions Gouft at^^' 
Faridpur; and 

^ir) the longest period of time during which under-trial 

had to remain in jail before taking their trial at the 8 ts sit |i n i 
Court at Faridpur? 
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l-im. 

Filed from 
January, 
im,to 
Haroh, 1930. 

Brndiaf'en 

31440. 

(i) Faridpur 

... 21 

95 

87 

Bokarganj 

... 04 

210 

25 

(ri) Faridpur 



62 


Bakarganj 


91 

. . . 

(ni) Faridpur 

... 80 

227 

18 


' (iv) Faridpur — 241 days. 

NARENDRA KUMAR BASUs With refert»nre to aunwer (>t») 
FariJpiir — 241 days, does not the Hotrhie Member think that 8 moiitha* 
deieation in jail pendinpf trial is a scandal P 


Mf« PRESIDENTS That is not a question seeking information. 


Progress of Covernmofit Butinost. 

The Hon'ble Mr^ A* MARR: I wish to make a statement to the 
Council un regaids flu* progress of (Government hiisitu^ss. Hi» 
Excellencv the (lovernor. under the powers vested in him by sub* 
section (/) of Standing Order 7 has been pleased to make the following 
arrangement of Government business for to-day and the remaining 
days of the Session which are to be devoted to Government busineas: — 

The Bengal (Kural) Primary Kduration Bill will he taken up to*day 
on the conclusion of the Itengul Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 1930, 
if that Bill is concluded l>eforc the usual hour for the adjournment of 
the Council. 

Thereafter the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill will be the 
item of Government husineas at each meeting until the coucluaion of 
the Bill and the aeasion. 

Mr* PRESIDENT! So far as I am concerned, the programme is all 
right. It must, however, be admitted and remem l>ered that the power 
to adjourn the meeting re«t« with the CJiair. I should be able to tell 
^6 ^ Hon’ble the Leader of the House after the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) BiM i» actually diapoaed of if it would be poaaible Idr 
me to tak^ up the Education Bill to-day. 



mif Hwi’Wi Mr* A* MAAAs 1 fully agree that that ia within the 
diecret^u of the Chair, but I presume that after the adjournment 
to«day the House will be adjourned till Monday. 

Mn PREtlDlNT: Yes. 


3-45 p.m. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 198Bi 

[The discussion on clause 2 of the above Bill was then resumed.] 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Mr. President, Sir, | beg 
to move that in clause 2 (/), line 14, after the word “offences” the 
words “and which has been declared unlawful for the purpo.ses of this 
section by a previous publication in the Calcutta Gazette^' be inserted. 

Sir, if the inemlwrs will kindly refer to the draft Bill and direct their 
attention to clause 2, they will find that in the 12th line there is a 
mention of the w^ord “association,” and it has been laid down that if 
the liOcal Government is satisfied that any person, who is susj^ected of 
having committed any of the offences mentioned in the three sub-clauses 
to clause 2 (/), is a member of any assoc iatitm the objects or methods 
of which include the c-ommission of those offences, then he shall be 
dealt with under this Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill. Sir, 
what some of us feel is that circumstances justifying this extraordinary 
measure should be minimized and people protected from becoming 
subject of cases arising in connection with the enforcement of the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill. The HonTde Member in 
charge of the Bill, when he moved for its introduction, was heard to 
say that nothing was more repugnant to him than the idea of governing 
Bengal by means of ordinances, and that class of legislations to which 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill belonged. If that be really 
so — ^that It has bee^ found to be repugnant 

TtW Hou'INt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On a point of personal 
explanation. Sir. I think the words I used were “repugnant to many 
members of this Council.” 

Rii Batiaillir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Accepting that, I presume 
that bur esteemed friend the Hon'hle Member is one of those members. 
Nhturally he ought to feel repugnance at the fact that it is neoessaiy 
Id have recourse to such lawless laws as that Bill has been called by 
kiyyers. Ordinarily if a man is suspected of d||ag things, 
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neiipfned in 2 (/) (*) («) (m) Ii« will be trnited under tSie 
Penll Code, but il tbat euspect happens to be a menibea^f an 
aModtalion,, he will be plaeed under this Criminal IjU# 

Amendment Act. The result of that will be — I should be corrected if 
1 am wrong — that, instead of undergoing trial and getting the help of 
his lawyers or other persons in a court of justice he will hare to submit 
to detention for an indefinite period, and if his case is placed before 
some judges, they will sit in cnmem and the accused will not get the 
assistance of lawyers nor have any chance to cross-examine the 
witnesses. So there is a good deal of difference between the 
treatment meted out to ordinary persons suspected of offences 
under the Indian Penal Code and persons suspected of being 
members of unlawful associations, and therefore brought to trial under 
this measure. That is why, Sir, I respectfully point out to those 
cx>nc^ne(l that it would be desirable to reduce the rigorous of this Bill 
by laying down that such assoc* in (ions must be definitely made know’n 
to all. People, at the present moment especially, find artmud them 
all sorts of associntioiis. These associations have their labels and 
objects laid down, hut even then it may be fHmsible that some have secret 
objects. What are we to do in suc h c'usesj' The ostensilde objects of 
some associations may tempt us to do what is possible to help them, 
not kntiwiiig at all that (hey have sinister objects or aiiarchical ideals. 
When a suspect is brought to trial under this Act, and there are 
reasonable grounds for (joverniuerit to believe tbat be has acteil in a 
certain manner or has committed any of (he offernes contemplated in 
sub-clauses (i), ni} and liif) of clause 2 (/), then the question of his 
membership of an illegal association would be rather an important 
thing. But it may be ((uite possible that that suspei't joined the 
association without know'ing that it had illegal objects. That is why 1 
am proposing that the few words (hat I have drafted should be added 
to the clause. If my proposal is accepted, as sinm as an association is 
found to be doing illegal or unlawful act it should be declared to be an 
unlawful association by a notification in the Calcutfn Gazette. People 
will at once know that membership of that aasoriaiion is illegal and 
unlawful, and that it should be shunne<1. It is very undesirable to 
bring a person to trial under this measure simply Imcause he is a 
member of an association, whose inner activities may not have l>een 
known to him. Then, Sir, I w’ould point out that, if my pn»posal is 
accepted, and once an association is declared illegal, the result would 
be that such ossoidation would break up. It should he the endeavour 
of Oovemment to drive away such illegal associations, and this object 
will be achieved by declaring them as such. If this is doiiA, members 
who might still be sticking to the association and taking inierest in ft, 
would soon aover their connection. Above all, iOnocent persons, who 
might uncdtadously be tempted to go into its fold, would be 





So Cbremment ottghi to take imxnediale steps to protect ianoeMii pO^^ 
from the harmful actmties of illegal associations. It may be argued 
that, if the suspect is to be punished after the association is declared 
illegal, valuable time will be wasted. I suggest that it is quite poseibie 
to issue such a declaration in an extraordinary issue of the Gazette^ 
with which we are very familiar nowadays, as not a day passes without 
our getting a copy of the Extraordinary Gazette containing notices of 
extension of the provisions of various ordinances to different parls of 
the province and other matters. In case of great urgency, a suspect 
may well be taken in hand under secttion 54 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. Then, as soon as the association is declared illegal, he can he 
brought within the purview of this measure. I do not think that the 
time necessary in declaring the association illegal would stand in the 
way of Government taking swift steps. These are my rea.sons why 1 
suggest that, to reduce the rigours of this Bill, tlie words suggested 
by me should be inserted. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir. I shall not appeal to 
the sense of justice of the Hon’hle Member in charge of the Bill. I 
am afraid, under the stress of circum.stance, it has become dulled, at 
any rate for the time being. I shall appeal to his self-interest. He has 
stated on more than one occasion that this Bill i.s not intended for 
people who are carrying on constitutional agitation in tlie open. Well, 
Kir, we know how Government is fighting the present movement of 
civil disobedience which is certainly not a secret movement. Even the 
greatest admirer of the British Government cannot honestly say that 
the Government is carrying on a clean fight. For the civil register — 
for the man who has tlie courage of his conviction and who is prepared 
to suffer for his conviction — the Government has the Tndiun constable’s 
lathi and the white sergeant’s kicks. The order has gone fortli that 
the movement must he suppres.sed by any means and any means does 
not necessarily mean that only lawftd means are to he employed. We 
have raised our voice against the a<ts of oppression by individual 
officers here ami there, hut perhaps we have done them an injustice. 
They are simply gjirry in g out the policy of the Government. This 
measure before us evidently is another phase of the same policy. 


Mr. RRSSIDENTi Please speak on the amendment. 

Mr. iHANTi SHEKHAREEWAR ROY: My difficulty is that I 
have io oppose every clause of the Bill. The measure did not touch 
in the past a large number of people and it is not likely to touch 
aMuiy in the future. The existing laws of the land are quite enough 
lb hfiig id book «U offenders. 
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liii SHANTI tHEKHARttWAR ROYt Yea. Sir. Thia BiU, aa 1 

undetetand it, is in the nature of a prerentive meaaure. It ia intended 
to elfike terror into the minds of persons who may be inclined to work 
for the good of the country. It will l»e directed to crush all the noble 
spirits in the land — men like Subash Chandra Dose. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra and a host of other patriots. That is why we have these all- 
embracing pnmsious in the Bill. The more one imnders over the 
provisions of the BiU the more one becomes conscious that British 
statesmanship is on the verge of bankruptcy. Sir, the “lothi*’ and 
the “kick’* has not been able to suppress the civil disoWdience move- 
ment^ — the ntovenient hu'i l)een gathering strength from day to day as 
£ result of that policy. 


Mr« PRESIDENT: Order, Order, I am afraid you are persisting in 
irrelevance. 1 t an not allow you to break away from the limits of the 
amendment before the House. 


4 p.m. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR ROY: 1 am coming to it, Sir. 

Nor this measure is likely to suppress terrorist movement. We 
all want to gi‘t rid of the terrorists. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That i.s u very general expression. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I want to point out to 
the House that we .slioubi not have a <‘lause such an all-eiiibracing 
nature and in a general way I am submitting my views to the House. 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On a point of order, Sir. 
We have heard so many genenil views that it would be better if the 
member would confine liimself to the motion before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: My grip is tight enough hut the grip of Mr. 
Boy’s set>speei*h on him is tighter. 1 must once again point out to 
him that the question before the House is whether the words that have 
been proposed by the mover should or should not be inserted in the 
clause. The relevant point is w hat would be the effect or conset|uence 
if these words are inserted in the clause, and what, if they are not 
inaerted. 

Mf. SHAIITI SMiKHARiiWAR ROY I If that be the roliog ^ 
lAe Chair, I think I ahonJd reannie my seat. 



tlw Hm*M* Mr. ¥^i. ^I^RENTIOE: I thiBk the mov^ tli# 
fttn^iidmeiit has completely misundeiStood ike aituation. Tkere ia na 
qaeatioa of an innoceni person being^ wrongly dealt with under the Act 
because of the want of a notification in the Gazette declaring an 
association as illegal. I pointed out yesterday that there are two 
conditions which are essential before any action is taken. The first is 
that there must be reasonable grounds for believing that a person has 
acted under (i), (it) or («t), and secondly, that Government should ha 
satisfied that he is a member, etc., of an association whose objects, 
etc., are as specified in clause 2 (1). If he is an innocent person^ he 
does not come under (i), (ii) or (tit), and the Rai Bahadur may be 
perfectly certain that an association whose objects and methods are legal 
cannot possibly come within the purview of clause 2 (1) of this Bill. 
He also urged that the issue of a notification would cause such illegal 
asMK^iatious to cease to exist, but I am afraid that experience has shown 
that that is not the case in Bengal. There is the Act of 1908, the 
Indian Criminal Law (Amendment) Act which enables one to detdare 
associations unlawful. In every case so far as I know such notifications 
have failed to kill the associations. The associaiions have not ceased to 
exist, they have only gone under ground and become secret associations. 
Then again most of these associations are not bodies which can he notified 
in a Gazette. They are not constitutional bodies with rules and I’egisters 
to which one can refer. They are illicit and unlawful associations, 
which keep their existence and membership and doings as secret as 
possible. So far as I know, several of the assaciations that are most 
dangerous have no recognised names hut (*entre round an individual 
leader whose identity is concealed as far as possible. It is absolutely 
impossible for Government to notify in the Gazette that the people who 
are so associated constitute an unlawful association and even if details 
about associations were published in the Gazette, I doubt very much 
whether any one would ever read them. For how many persons read 
the Gazette ? 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt was then put and 
lost. 

Mr. NARENHHII KUMAR BAtU: I beg to move that clause 2 
(i) (c) he omitted. 

Sir, I have great hopes that before 1 have finished making my 
remarks with regard to this amendment, I shall be able to persuade 
the Hon’ble Member-in-c harge that there is a great deal of justification 
for this amendment. As we all knom' the penal law ought to be made 
as definite as possible. When I speak of a law being definite, 1 need 
not probably confine myself to the provisions of a penal law, and when 
we are concerned with a piece of legislation such as the present one^ 
^tre must try and make it as little vagne as possible, so that peopk 



:piflpi m 

may pl^ow where they stmnd for the^ of thii pariimikr Uw, 
Am M been said by 4 great junst it k more iiaportatit that a mle of 
law ihottld be definite, certain, known and permanent than that it 
^oii|d be ideally juet, and if the rule of law i« not jutd and left to the 
diacteiion of the people administering it, thert^ is a great deal of 
difficulty in the administration, and there is a great risk of the 
admin iatrat ion of the law being faulty. Even where a particular 
provision of the law is to l>e administered by a Magistrate in open court 
with the assistance of lanyers and subject to revision by the higher 
courts in the province, we have instances where the vagueness of the 
law has given rise to curious blunders. As far as my knowledge goes, 
the only provision in the present criminal law of the country which 
may l>e compared in point of vagueness with the present law is the 
provision under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code, under 
which a District Magistrate, a Chief Presidency Magistrate, 
Suhdivisional Magistrate, or any other Magistrate, specially empowered 
by the l/ocal flovorninent, may, by a written ortler, direct any person to 
abstain from a certain act or to take certain order with certain property 
in his possession or under his management. It will appear from a 
comparison of the two clauses that section 144 is really much less 
vague than the clause in this Hill. It is |H*rfectly well known to 
lawyers that even under section 144, Magistrates acting in courts W’ith 
the aid of lawyers have passed such curious orders as piohihiting 
landlords from collecting rents or directing a man not to cut down 
certain trees. These are in the law reports and are oj>en for inspection, 
and these orders )iad to he corrected by the High Court. If powers 
like these are left not to courts hut to officers, as the Hun’hle Mem1>er 
said, to Magistrates who do inugisteriul w'ork in the mufassiil and have 
got to do this work without the assistance of lawyers an<l not being 
subject to any correction, I am afraid such mistakes are much more 
likely to happen. Then, so far as the Magistrates are concerned, I 
may say that the ideas of Magistrates in Bengal, specially in theae 
days of panic and civil disobedience, are very peculiar. Only the other 
day a District Magistrate wrote to the High Court to say that a 
particular man might he released from bail if he abstained from all 
political activities. The Judges asked me what the District Magistrate 
meant by (his. I said I did not know. In these days, Sir, the mere 
existence of an educated man in Bengal is a sort of political activity. 
Of course, the High Court Judges paased the proper orders in the case. 
As no order under (his clause will be subject to revision by the High 
Court, it is not unlikely that ridiculous orders may Ik* passed, and I, 
therefore, submit ibat the law ought to be made as definite as possible. 
I will not tire the patience of the House or of the Hon’ble Member-in- 
charge witJ\ a dissertation on juritprudence, but I shall say this that 
the law serves to protect the administration of justice from the errom 
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of individual judgnieif^ YhiT' eatabliahm^t of tbe bw b the 
substitution of the opi^en and conscience of the community at Urge 
for those of the individueb to whom judicial functions are entrusted. 
Therefore, the dictum apj^ies also in this case, and even in civil b^ 
which is passed by the houses of legislature and administered by courts, 
it has Wn said that the bw is not always wise, but on the whole and 
in the long run it is wiser than those who administer it. But where 
you have the law as absolutely vague and devoid of any shade of 
wisdom as in this clause, I am afraid the law would certainly not be 
wber than any body who administers it. I think if the Hon’ble 
. Member w’ill be pleased to read the clause once again, he will find that 
under this clause any person against whom a certain charge has been 
brou'g|it a<*cordiug to the information of the police, which may be in 
the possession of the Hon’hle Meinher, suc h person may be ordered to 
conduct himself in such manner or to abstain from such acts as may 
he specified. Well, it is likely, it is (‘onceivahle, that an order may be 
passed on such a person not to sleep with his wife. Under the clause, 
as it stands, that w’ould be permissible, and there is no provision 
anywhere in the Bill to see that that sort of silly order he set aside. 

I therefore say that when he makes a prohihitory law — a law which 
interferes with the liberty of the people, he should see that it is made 
as cjear as possible — it is no use making laws w'hich will make you t]ie 
laughing-stock of anybody wrho reads it. 

[At 4-lo p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayers and it 
reassembled at 4-30 p.m.] 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, my friend, the 
hon’ble mover cd' this amendment, i*^ n hardened lawyer and is naturally 
endowed with a very stout heart. He expects that he will carry 
conviction with the* Ilon’hle Member in charge of the Bill. Well, I 
wush him good luck: but it seems to me that be will be met w’ith any 
number of objec tions. For instance, be has asked for the deletion of 
the clause and has not supplied an amendment which will give 
Government powers with greater limitations; because if he had given 
notice of such ati ai^pdiuent, then Government would have been able to 
find out whether the amendment wu.s at all adequate or not. There it 
is: he has not given an alternative amendment; and, lu'sides, he forgets 
the great thing that it is all to he done by Government. The Hon’blo 
Meinher in charge of the Bill will pa.ss every order that would be 
passed under this law and it is therefore to he expected that all these 
orders will be endowcul with the height of wisdom. In this particular 
ease, at any r«te, the law can afford to he less wise than the person 
who administers it He seems to have an fhat there are things 
in respect of which the public autnirities ought not to have the power, 
under this law, to regukte the conduct of a person against whom* 
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taken under tklie Act. He iiy& i>§ eQiae idea of Hie eort 

nl oril^ tkat ought not to be paeeed. At rate, a man. who le 
ordereil to be detained or placed in domicile, k taken charge of by 
OoTerlinient more or leas for the purpose of changing his mind, because 
hi« miad i» affected by subtle influences. There are people who will 
tell you that detention has a great influence on the mind. Therefore 
there is no reason why the Government should not dictate wdiat food 
that person should take — should abstain from meat food, for instance, 
as that would be veiy good to change his mentality and to promote 
Ahivua in him: .so also in respect of most of the relations of life, about 
which he has made some hints w hich may have subtle ( onnection with 
the mentality of a person who tends towards criminality. That should 
be reason enough why (bivernmeiit should have power to re|j^iilute 
eveiy’thing. I am afraid, my hon’hle friend, the mover, is labouring 
under a great misapprehension, as he forgets that the sole end aud 
object of this Bill is to give omi)i]H)tence to the (lovcriiment, so far 
as is humanly possible, and therefore this amendment is entirely out of 
plac’e. 


The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I do not claim all (he 
W'isdom with whi(‘h the last #»peakei would associate me, hut I would 
suggest that the last two speakers have not rtniliscd what the 
ac<‘eptaiu*e of this amendment would mean. T ruler s(*ct ion (/), you 
can either keep a man in jail or ktM‘p him in domicile in a certain 
place, or release him from jail or domi(*ile on condition either that he 
should abstain from certain acts or that he should report himself to 
the police or that he should notify his residence and nlsr> any change 
of residence. One effect of accepting this amendnn'nt will be to make 
the law’ harsher than it at present is, her’anse you remove c»ne of the 
alternatives to domicile and jail. But, apart from that, we do realise 
ihat is our rluty to make things as definite as possible- We realise 
also tliat all that we are concernetl with are acts which are dangerous 
to the State. No one would he happier than (lovemment if these 
people wtiuld go and live peacefully in their homes and give up all 
revolutionary activities and devote themselves to tlieir wives, as Mr, 
Basu has said: that would, indeed, be an excellent change from what 
they are doing at present. We, therefore, do try to specify exactly the 
conditions on which we are prepared to release them under section 2 
(i) (c) and what we require from them is the following: — 

(1) that they shall have nothing to do with any person or 

association of persons whose objects or methods include the 
use of Tiolep^ er terrorism of any kind ; 

(2) that, they shall not direct|j^4^ mdirectly encourage any form 

of tmorism; 
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tSfrtliit ih9f m .take io part directly or indirectly in anything 
that i« aokoEence under the Indian Arms Act, 1878, or the 
Explosive Substances Act, 1908; and 

,(4) that they shall give information to the Superintendent of 
Police of the district in which they are residing or to the 
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Special Branch, if they are 
residing in Calcutta, of any attempt by any one to jmduce 
them to do any of these things. 


Sir, I submit that such an order is perfectly definite and clear, 
carrying out the whole intention of the section and that the ground for 
the amendment, Sir, the alleged indefiniteness of clause 2 (1) (c) has 
no substance, I must, therefore, oppose the amendment. 

NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 understand that the order 
referred to says that these persons should abstain from doing certain 
things. I think that these things might well be specified in the Act 
itself. 

BtiHI KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, the clause, as it stands, is 
vague and most dangerous in the whole of the Art, as it says that he 
shall conduct himself in such a manner and abstain himself from such 
acts as may be specified. But these acts are not specified in the Act. 
So this clause resolves itself into two parts: (/) acts of commission and 
(n) acts of omission. He must abstain himself from doing certain 
acts. He must do some things according to the orders directed by the 
special officers who are empowered in this behalf. Now, Sir, these 
aots are only pledges given for certain movements and some of them 
may be legitimate movements. So a person's movements, however 
legitimate they may he, will be governed by clause 2 (7) (c) and this 
clause should not find a place in this Bill. If it is desirable that if the 
conduct of a certain person should be restricted in a certain manner, 
it abotild be apecified in the Act, and it should not be left to the 
'4i»cretian of a * Articular individual, at whose discretion or 
sweet will luiy particular pereon would be directed to act or to 
abstain bimself from doing certain acts. Suppose in any case 
there may be an order passed to such an effect that he should not see 
his children or his wife within a certain time. That also is covered 
by this Bill or he nmy W asked to go to a certain place to say bis 
prayer; by this clause such acts are also covered by clause 2 (I) (c) of 
this Bill. A* it would l>e a very dangerous provision, I submit it 
should be delet4Ni from the Bill. . 

V f ’ 

With these few words, I Wg to support this motion. 





*fW!a.W. QOTEBNMENT'ldliL' 

-Thf iotioB that ola^ 2 (/) otnilSaA jIM then W*ud a 

divuifliji taken with the foUowinK result ^ ' ‘ *T* “ 


AYES. 


AU, MMilvl HAiMUfi. 

MtA, IlMlIvi tyM Majid. 

•iMiai^i, Mr. P. 

•ata, iata Jatindra Matii. 

•atHf Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

•ata, Mr. t. M. 

Okanarjaa* Mr. •. C. 

Oatte Aai Kaliadar Or. Haridliaii. 

Oliaaa, Dr. Amaiya Ratan. 

•ana, Oabu Pralulia Kumar. 

Nafcim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haauat Kaii Imdadul. 

Mittra. labu tarat Chandra. 
Mahhau ad haya, Aal tahfb tarai Chandra. 


Paddar, tath Nunuman Praaad. 
Rahman, MauIVi Aiixur. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, babu Khatlar Mahan. 

Ray Chawdhury, Rabu Saiiah Chandra. 
Raut, Rabu Haaani. 

Ray, Rabu iatyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Carat Kumar. 

Ray, Mr. Chanti thahharaa tar. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Rabu Ham Chandra, 
tahana, Rabu Catya Klnhar. 
lamad, Mauhri Abdifk 
San Oupta, Or. Naraah Chandra. 


NOES. 


Rahth, Maulvi Shaik Rahim. 

Ral, Rabu Lalit Kumar. 

Ral, Mr. Carat Chandra. 

Rarma, Rai Cahib Panahanan. 

Rum, Mr. H. H. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Rahadur Maulvi 
Alimuitaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Rahadur Maulvi HaAiur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Cyad Daman Haidar. 
tNwwdhury, Hajl Radi Ahmad. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. J. 

C aapar, Mr. C. C. 

Oain, Mr. 0. R. 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Caaaan, Mr. 0. A. 

futufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Paraaui, tha Han*bla Khan Rahadur 
K. C. M. 

Parraalar, Mr. J. Campball. 

Oanculi, Rai Rahadur Cuail Kumar. 
Ohuanavi, tha Han*blt AlhadJ Sir 
Ab d a lh arim. 

•ardan, Mr. A. 0. 

•uha, Mr. P. N. 

Rumar, Mr. o. W. 

NiMibullah, Naarab Khmaja. 

MaMar, Mr. i. K. 

HaRu% Kban Rahadur Maulvi AcInH. 
NaMA Mr. O. P. 

Haphyna, Mr. w. C. 

Naaaln. Maurnb Muaharruf, Khan Rahadur. 
Niir, Khan Sahib Maulvi RamH. 


Huttain, Maulvi UUfat. 

Hutthinst, Mr. R. H. 

Katam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaiiam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. R. 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Marr, tha Hanhia Mr. A. 

MaClutkii, Mr. I. T. 

Mittar, tha Han*bla Sir Pravaah Ohundar. 
Muiiiak, Mr. Mukunda Sahary. 

Has, Ravtrand R. A. 

Naiimuddin, tba Han*bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Nataan, Mr. 4. W. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Pinnall, Mr. L. 0. 

Prantiaa, tha Hanhia Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur 
Ray, Rabu Nasandra Narayan. 

Sarhar, Sir Jadunath. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan, 

San, Rai Sahib Akahay Kumar. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul NamM. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Saiainwn, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Staplatan, Mr. H. I. 

Staan, Lt^. N. S. 

S umna r, Mr. 0. R. 

ThampatMf SN^. W. N. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Tarynam, Mr. N. d. 


Tile Ayes 'being 27 and tbe Noes 64 the motion wss lost. 
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lira I^REilOENTs I huve to inform Mr. Satish Chandra Bay 
Chowdhury that we have not heard anything from the Government of 
India aa to whether the aanction of the Governor General haa been 
obtained with regard to his amendment. 1 take it that he does not 
move it. 

1 have also to inform Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta that the 
sanction of the Governor General has not been similarly received to 
his motion, and as he is not in the House I take it that he does not 
intend to move his motion. 

The following motions were therefore not moved: — 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that in 
clause 2, after sub-clause (1) (/) the following words shall be added as 
in a separate paragraph, namely: — 

‘‘after giving him a statement of facts on which action is about to be 
taken against him and after hearing his own explanation thereof 
tendered in writing or reduced to writing. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that before the 
proviso to clause 2 (1) the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that any person against whom any order specified in this 
sub-section has been made shall, immediately after the order bus been 
made against him, be supplied with a statement showing the definite 
at'ts allegc<l to have been done by him or definite words alleged to have 
been uttered by him on the basis of which the order has been passed 
against him and such person may, if he so desires, show cause against 
the making of such order and give such explanation as he thinks fit 
alH)ut the facts alleged against him ; where cause is shown by such 
person his case shall forthwith \m refeived to a Tribunal constituted 
under eeotion 9.” 

Eabu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to move 

that ill the proviso to claune 2 (7), in line 2, for the words “at the 
end of one year" the words “at the end of three months'’ be substituted^ 
and ill line 3, for the word “unless” the word “only” be substituted 
and in lines 3 and 4 the words “upon such review the Local Government 
directs its continuant'e” l>e omitted. 

Sir, in my motion I propose to substitute three months in place of 
one year because, if the review is to be an honest review of the case it 
should come as soon after the man’s liberty is restrained as possilde. 
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thing after one year and then to corraet any 
may IwTe l>i?en made, is jNracticaUy a denial of jnat^ 
» »fSy» if any consideration is to be shown to the 4uan 

becnnilU his case does not come up to the standard arhich is required 
in or4er to bring him within the purview of this law, it becomes 
altogether meaningless to keep him under restraint for one year and 
then to review the order and to say ‘‘here is a mistake which we now, 
in our goodness, are disposed to correct/' Therefore, I submit that 
the earliest possible time should be taken to review the order. The 
procedure laid down in the Bill is that after a man is arrested, 
the order should be reviewed within one month of the arrest by the 
tribunal, but curiously enough, the report of the tribunal tbe 
Government is not bound to accept I It only says that Government 
will take into consideration the report of the tribunal composed of two 
judges but there is no binding force on the Government to accept tbe 
report. So, Sir, "we can well understand the value of that report, even 
conceding that the tribunal will be in a position in the absence of tht 
accused or his pleaders, to come to a right decision. Assuming for 
argument's sake that the Judges will differ from the Ilon’bh? Meinber- 
in-charge, we do not see what obligation there is on the part of 
Govenunent to accept the finding arrived at by the tribunal after 
mature deliberation and full consideration of the one-sided papers 
submitted to them hy the police officers and members of tbe 
Investigation Ib'partment. The tribunal reports but that report 
Government is not bound to accept. That is the jmsitioii of the 
accuse<l umler the safeguard provided, I submit that under these 
circumstances if being practically a case that the man is at the mercy 
of the police officer who has reported against him and then of the 
Member-in-charge, the MemlH»r-in-chargo should take (he earliest 
opportunity of reviewing the whole thing. I submit, Sir, that 
considering the H«*rious nature of the thing — restraint of the libertj^ of 
a citiren — it is in the fitness of things that that <»rder should be 
reviewed as early as possible. Tliat is why 1 have put down three 
months instead of one year. 

The other portion of my amendment is that the Bill says “provided 
that such orders shall be reviewed by the loi'al Government at the end 
of one year from date of making of the order and shall not ^remain in 
force for more than one year unless upon such review* the local 
Government directs its continuance/* My araeiidrnent is that under 
no circumstances should that order remain in force for more than one 
year if, within that one year, Government, after a review of the case, 
thinka that the offence is so serioua and so fraught with danger for 
the future, that the man cannot be let off then it would be up to the 
Goremineiii Member — if he really wants to create an impression in il^a 
oouatiy that he does not like to ntn down the man for nothing anA 
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thfi OoTemment is not nfraid to lace judgment <^1. dd]i|»eteai 
authorities by bringing the offender to trial by the ordinal^ co|E#ts ol 
justice, then it would be up to them to bring the man before an ord|ftil^: 
court of justice for regular trial* But to keep the man under detm|^|^ 
for any greater length of time on reports and excuses like tliefi^, is 
practically not only a negation of justice but I should say a denial of 
the most elementary rights of a citisen. That is as much as to say 
that the reign of law has ceased in the country and it is the arbitrary 
conduct of police officers which are doing duty instead. I think 
therefore that the whole period for which a man’s liberty can be 
restrained should be fixed at the maximum of one year. If, afterwards, 
it transpires that the man cannot be let off we must presume that there 
is sufficient reason why the man should be brought under trial in an 
ordinary court of justice and there is no excuse for not doing so and 
keeping him under restraint. For these reasons I submit, Sir, my 
amendment should bo accepted. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 rise to support the amendment 
and my reasons are as follows: It has been stated that the object of 
this Bill is to bring suspects to trial because judicial trials have been 
interfered with in the past and Government are apprehensive that if all 
these cases are brought to trial witnesses and jurors may be injured or 
killed. Apart from the fact that no evidence has been brought before 
this House of any juror in a case of this description having ever been 
injured or hurt in any trial and apart from the fact that there is no 
evidence of any appreciable number of witnesses having been injured 
after a political trial — apart from these facts I say that we cannot ask 
this House to give the Government authority to indefinitely detain 
persons without bringing them to trial. If within the maximum period 
of one year, as is stated by this amendment. Government is not in a 
position to formulate any charges against the man in any court of law 
and is still apprehensive that with the machinery at its command it 
cannot even after a year bring about a safe trial of such a person, I 
submit that that may be a reason to assert that Government is 
incompetent, there is absolutely no reason why a person’s liberty 
should be indefinitely interfered with. One year’s detention without 
trial on ap executive fiat is bad enough without the addition of this. 
This Bill is the outcome of the Chittagong occurrence. If all these 
Chittagong suspects had been in jail for one year — if they were really 
refpimaible for the offence — if they had been in jail for over a year — 
I am quite sure they would not have been allowed to commit the 
outrages which they are alleged to have committed. As I began by 
saying, Sir, it one year’s detention in jail without warrant is not 
sufficient to protect society under the present system of Government^ 
Hiat does not speak rfky highly of the much vaunted law and order. 
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reMon given, either in the Stntement at Objeclii And 
OT thi* Bill or in the speech of the Hon*hie Ifemher in 
^liijoi|j|cing the Bill as to why a longer detention than that of a year 
ilf Ih^oilaary. I, therefore, think that this amendment of Bahu Satish 
Chandra Ray Chowdhury is an eminently reasonable one and ought to 
be accepted by the House, 

Thi HoR*llia Mr* W« 0« R« PRCHTIOCs The umtMulment falls into 
two parts; the second part would limit the efliiuu’y of the order under 
this Bill to one year and the first part would require the local 
Government to review each onler every three moutbN. I think there 
has l»eeu a misunderstanding on the part of the mover of the amendment 
as to the object of the review. The object of the review is not to 
correct any mistake that may have been mode; it is to consider the 
whole situation, to see whether the necessity for detaining these persons 
under this Bill continues and though a year is specified in the Act aa< 
the maximum time, as a matter of fact the cases of many of the detenus 
come up for frequent consideration for all sorts of reasons and there 
is practically no case that is not dealt with more than once within a 
year. It is the aim of the Government to hold under restraint as few 
people as possible under this Bill and whenever miditions render it 
possible their first effort is to get rid of the detenus or to modify the 
fonn of the detention order and although, as I have said, a year is the 
limit or the maximum period during which a case must he reviewed, 
as a matter of fart cases come up very much more frequently. There 
is no iif^d therefore for the first part of the amendment. 

The second part of the amendment that would limit the efficacy of 
the order to one year only cannot be accepted. I am afraid the history 
of the revolutionary movement in Bengal shows that the danger to and 
from certain individuals has gone on for a very much longer period 
than one year. So if during the course of a year Government, having 
regard to the facts within their knowledge, are unable to review the 
order passed on a particular person, they would not be doing or 
discharging their duty to the public if in the face of these facts they 
were to consent to release him from control or let him off at the end of 
the year, 

Ifr. Basu and the mover have said that if after a year we cannot 
put him up befcwe a courts we ought to release him. Surely, they have 
misunderstood the w hole object of tbe Bill. This Bill is to deal with 
cases such as were related in detail in the Rowlatt Commitiee^s Report 
where the members of tbe committee were perfectly satisfied about the 
guilt of ceiitain persons connected with terrorist organisfitioas tbough 
^ley recognised that tbe legal, evidence that could be put before 

4fi 
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court* was not convincing. In such ci£c* tliere <Qaiinot%be trial*, tl^ifo 
can only be preventive detention. It ie not only cases in wlucb jurors 
are intimidated that fall under the Act, there are many other Cf|ie|^ 
that come within its purview, and it would be impossible if either 
these amendments were accepted to work the Act satisfactorily. ^ 

The motion of Babu Saiish Chandra Ray Chowdhury was then puA . 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AH, Maulvi Hatsaii, 

■alisii, MatHvI tysd MaiM, 

■aesrii, Mr. S. 
lami, MMni MtliiSrs Nath, 
aat% Mr. MartnSra Kumar, 
atss, Mr. t, M. 

Otiamtaifrl, Or. 4siwiara esaasra. 

Matt* Mat aaaaSur or. MarMiiaii. 
raaittllali, Maulvi Muliammaif 
OKatt, Or. Amuijra Kataii. 

Naaim, Maulvl AMul. 

MafttSi Kali Imsadtti. 

Ma li h ap aMia yat Hal laMb tarat ctiansra. 


SadSar, lata Himuman eraaatf. 

Pay, aabti Khattar Maban. 

Ray Obaardaury, Oabu latiab Cbandra. , 
Raut, Rabu Haaani. 

Ray, Babu latyaimra Natb, 

Ray, Mr. larat Kuaiar. 

Ray, Mr, Ibanti Ibakbaraawar. 

Ray Obaudburi, Babu Ham Cbandra. 
•abana, Babu latya Kinliar. 
iamad, Mautal Abdut. 

•an Bubta, Or. Naraab Cbandra. 
tinba. Raja Bahadur Bbupandra NarayanL 
af Naabipur. ^ 


NOES. 


Baiiab, Mauivi Ibaih Rabim. 

Bal, Babu unit Kumar. 

Ball Mr. larat Cbandra. 

Barma, Rai labib Pantbanan. 

Bum, Mr. N. H. 

Obaudburi, Kban Bahadur Mauivi 
Alimuuaman. 

Cbaudburi, Kban Bahadur Maulvl HaBiur 
Rahman. 

Obaudburi, Maulvl lyad Ovman Haidar. 
Obmvdbury, Hajl Badl Ahmad. 

Clarb, Mr. |. A. 

Caban, Mr. 0. J. 

Caspar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Main, Mr. 0. R. 

•atm Mr. A. 4. 


Ja iaan , Mr. o. a. 

t&fji, 


lihufjl, Mauivi Hur Rahman Kban. 
•araaul, tba Nan^Ma Kban Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

OanBull, Rai l|abadur luail Kumar, 
•bufnavi, tub ||aa*bia AlbadJ Bir 
Abdtibtrlm. 

Oardaa, Mr. a. 0. 

•aOa, Mr. ¥. N. 

Oumar, Mr. 0. W. 

NablbuHab, Maitab Kbwaja. 

Haidar, Mr. t. K. 

NBiua, Kbaa Bahadur Mauivi Ailtui. 


w. B. 


MaihiR, Havmb MuMiarmf, Khan Bahadur. 
Naaaalm Maulvl Mi 


Huq, Mr. A. K. FaxNil. 

Hutaain, Maulvl Utafat. 

Hutabinga, Mr. R. H. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abul. 

Kban, Kban tabib Maulvl Muaixam All. 
Kban, Mauivi Tamivuddin. 

Kban, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Uird, Mr. R. B. 

Lai Muhammad, HaJI. 

Luba, Mr. H. R. 

Marr, tba Han'bla Mr. A. 

MaCluahia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tba Han’bla Bir Pravaab Cbundar. 
Mulllab, Mr. Mububda Babary. 

Hat, Ravarand B. A. 

Natimuddin, tba Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Halaan, Mr. 4. W. 

Harlan, Mr. H. R. 

Pinnall, Mr. L. Q. 

Pranliaa, tba Han’bla Hr. W. O. R. 
Rahman, Mr, A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
iarbar, Sir dadunatb. 

•arbar. Rai labib Rabat! Maban. 

Ian, Rai labib Abahay Kumar. 

•mitb, Mr. R. 

•aiaiman, Maulvl Mubammad. 

•taplatan, Mr. H. I. 

•taan, Lt.«al. N. B. 

•umnar, Mr. O. R. 

T^am p aa a , Mr. W. H. 

Travari, Hr. W. L, 

TWyham, Mr. H. 4. 


The Ayea being the Note 63 the motion was lost. 
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8l|p| MTYCHOilA JIATH HOY t I move ihAi in the proviso to 
elniMop .(i), lino 2, for tb« wordg **on# year** the words ‘*tix tnottthi** 
he enhitHuted. 

Sir* ^e had rather a long debate on the question whether the period! 
jlhould not be reduced from one year to three months in the amendment 
whieh has^jttsi been lost. My object is to reduce the period from ona 
ffAT to hix months and not three months. We have heard the 
larguments advanced by the Hon*ble Member that even sometimes a 
year is not sufficient. I do not understand the machinery of Govern- 
ment and why an order cannot be reviewed, if necessary, within six 
tuhbths, if three months is regarded as too short a period. I, therefore^ 
press upon the Govern men t the desirability of amending the words from 
‘tone year** to “six months.*’ I commend this amendment to the 
House for acceptance. 

Tha Hoii'bla Mr. 0. R« PRENTICES I am afraid for the reasons 
given in dealing with the original amendment, I cannot agree to 
ring the period to six mouths. I have already pointed out that 
cases come up at present much more frequently than once a year. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: The reasons which the 
Hon’ble Member gave for the first part of the amendment, I (‘annot 
agree to accept. I should have thought that the reasons he has given 
for the other part \^ould have assured us that ordinarily there would 
be no case that would not be reniewed by Government within a year. 
One year is the outside limit, but as a mattc»r of fact, 1 take* it, that 
(joveniinent does review within six months. If that is the position^ 
there is no reason why Government should not accept the amenclment. 
for six months. There is one other reason which 1 might assign that 
this Bill is based on an Act which was passed long ago. Times bavo 
changed since then and our notion of Penology has also changed 
greatly, if we are to judge by current of events. We have seen fir 
recent times numerous political prosecutions which have Wen the result 
of a widespread movement. Of cHiurse these are cases which are not 
touched by this Act, but nevertheless the acc’used are in any cas^ 
persons who have committed offences in pursuance of a movement^ — a 
movement which is certainly a great deal widespread than any teirorist 
movement has ever yet been. When these persons are punished, one 
would expect that they should only be detained in jail for a period 
which would be sufficient for the wave of the movement to pass by; 
but wbat do we find in the standard of punishment which has apparently 
been fixed f 

p.m. 

Well, Sir, > wbat do we find? We find tbaP the standard of 
puauduneat which baa been fixed is six months* mprisonineiit. If 
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ih»t IB the standard fixed by our present day penology, there is no 
reason why six months should not suffice for the detention of a person 
convicted of criminal conspiracy. That being so, there is no reason 
why the matter should not be reviewed at the end of six months. 

Sir, there are two considerations which arise in this connection- 
First of all there. is the general condition of the country; that is one 
of the things to be considered. And, secondly, we have to consider 
the case of the individual offender. So far as the general condition of 
things is concerned, it may very well change in the course of six 
months. As a matter of fact, movements of this kind do not have a 
much longer life than six months. In any case, there is always the 
possibility of the general atmosphere of the country changing in the 
course of six months. That is a very good reason why six months 
should be the limit after which a case may be reviewed. 

Then, apart from that, apart from general conditions, the case of 
individual offenders should be taken into consideration. The conduct 
of an individual offender during his internment or during his stay in 
jail, and the information w'hich Government w’ill obtain in the mean 
time, will enable Government to judge things better — w'hether he 
should be kept further in detention. All these reasons combined 
constitute a strong ground for lowering the limit to six mouths. 

Well, Sir, there is no particular magic either in one year or six 
months, but six months would be a shorter time, and we are out for 
seeing that the cases of these men are examined within as short a time 
AS possible. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE. vSir, in supporting the motion of 
Babu Satyendra Nath Roy, I should like to say a few words. The 
motion i.s for reducing the i>eriod, at the end of wdiich a review of the 
•order passed has got to be made by the local (Tovernment, from one 
jear to six months. Sir, whenever the question of reviewing a case 
-cornea up, the review has to be made with regard to a trial which took 
place some time ago and the punishment meted out to the accused, 
And any error or omission that might have occurred at the time of 
trial is taken into consideration when the ca.se comes under review. 
A# has been stated by the Hon^ble Mr. Prentice, the conduct of the 
accused during the period of his detention is also taken into account. 
If the conduct, if the behaviour, of the accused during his detention 
appears satisfactory to the local Government or to the authorities 
concerned, the review will l>e in his favour; if it is otherwise, the 
review will go Ugainst him. Now, if the conduct of the detained 
persons appears to be satisfactory after, say, three months or four 
months or six months, why should he be detained any further. Thai 
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will W an act of injustice done to him. If it is found that the 
detention of a person, or the punishment meted out to him, has had its 
desired effect, say, within three or four months of the passing of orders^i 
in his case, then he ought to be entitled to a review of his case Wore 
the expiry of one year. So I submit that the amendment which has^ 
been placed before us by Mr. Roy is quite a reasonable one. One year’s* 
detention to review a case is too long a period. A man may come Itv 
his senses after a short period of detention, but if he is kept in 
detention for a long time, he will get accustomed and habituated to 
his lot and all chances of correcting or rectifying him will be gone. A 
misguided man is likely to feel the troubles and tribulations of 
detention within a short time: he i.s likely to feel the pangs of 
separation from his nearest and dearest relatives within a short time 
of his detention, but if he is detained for a long time, he will get 
habituated and will not care much for his near and dear ones, because, 
as the saying goes, “out of .sight out of mind” — a man is apt to forget 
his relations if the latter remain out of his sight for a long time. He? 
will become more desp^^rute and hardened criminal and a confirmed 
enemy of the Government. Therefore, I submit that the amendment 
is quite a reasonable one. A man detained under tliis measure slumld 
be entitled to have his case reviewed by the lot'ul (lovernnient after six 
months, and if it is found on u review of his case that he cun be let 
off, that course should be adopted. 

The motion of Babu Satyen<lra Nath Roy was then put an<l lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved; — 

Maul¥i TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that in clause 2 (2) (ti)^ 
line J, the words “without warrant” be omitted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Mr. President, Sir. I l>eg to 
move that in clause 2 (2) (/i), line ‘I, after the words “pedice officer’*^ 
the words “not below the rank of an r»fficer in charge of a police- 
station” be inserted. 

Sir, I find I have excited the visible faculties of the Hon’ble 
Memlier. I do plead guilty of tiring the patience of the Hon’ble MemWr 
who introduced the Bill, but I am sure he will give me credit for 
trying to do my duty by my constituency and my country. I ant 
trying to soften the rigours of this extraordinarj^ measure as far an 
possible. The reason for iny moving the amendment is this; Even 
under the general criminal law of the land, excepting se( lions 54 and 
66 of the Criminal Procedure Code, any police officer may not arrest 
any person « without warrant. I shall read to the House for the 
information of the non-lawyer members the clauses of section 64 under 
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which any police officer may, without any order from a magistrate^ or 
without a warrant, arrest any person. They are as follows:— { 

Firstf any person who has been concerned in any cognizable offence 
or against whom a reasonable complaint has been made or credible 
^ information has been received, or a reasonable suspicion exists his 
having been so concerned ; 

Secondly^ any person having in his possession, without lawful 
excuse, the burden of proving which excuse shall lie on such person, 
any implement of house-breaking; 

Thirdly ^ any person who has been proclaimed as an offender either 
under this Code or ]>y order of the local Government; 

fourthly, any person in whose possession anything is found which 
may reasonably be suspected to be stolen property and who may 
reasonably be suspected of having committed an offence with reference 
to such thing; 

Fifthly, any person who obstructs a police officer while in the 
execution of his duty, or who has escaped, or attempts to escape, from 
luM'ful cusbidy ; 

Si,rth}y, any person reasonably suspected of ])ejng a deserter from 
Her Majesty s Army or Navy or of belonging to Her Majesty's Indian 
Marine Service and being illegally absent from that service; 

Serenthly, any person who has been concerned in, or against whom 
a reasonable <>omplaint has been made or credilde intormation has l.een 
received or a reasonable suspi< ion exists of his Imving been comerned 
III, any act committed at any place out of British India, which, if 
committeil in British India, would have been punishable as an offence, 
and for which he is, under any law relating to extradition or under the 
fugitive Offenders Act, 1881, or otherwise, liable to be apprehended 
or detained in custody in British India; 

hiyhthly, any released convict committing a breaidi of any rule 
made under section bi)'}, sub-section 

ytnthly, any person for whose arrest a retiuisition has been received 
from another police offi<*er, provided that the re<|uisition specifies the 
person to be arrested and the offence <»r other l ause for which the arrest 
IS to l»e made and it appears therefrom that the person might lawfully 
be arrested without a warrant by the officer who issued the requisition.’^’ 

It is only in those cases where the offence, where the crime, is 
apparent on the face of it that any police officer may arrest without 
warrant, but the law says that in those eases where the offence is not so 
apparent, no officer, unless he is in charge of a polioikstaiion, or an 
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iof&is&t superior in rank, can arreat a person. Sir, these are the casee, 
niwitioned in section 55, in which a person may be so arrested—* 


.^*any person found takiiigr pre<;autions to c'onceal his pres^ee 
within the limits of such station under circumstances a*hich 
afford reason to believe that he is taking? such precautioulh 
with a view to committiiifr a < ofrnital>le offence ; or 

any person within the limits of such station wiio has no ostensible 
means of subsistence, or who cannot ^rive a satisfactory 
account of himself; or 

any person who is by repute an habitual roblM*r. hcmse-lireaker, or 
thief, or an habitual receiver of stolen property knowing: it 
to lie stolen or who by repute liobitually c'onimits extortion 
or in order to the comini ttiiiff of extortion habitually puts 
or attempts to put persons in fear of injury.” 


If lion’ble members lie pleased to compare these clauses with the 
pro^iH!o^s ot the Hill — I mean clause 2 (/) and the First Schedule — 
they will find that the cases covered are mostly those which come under 
section 55, and not section 54. of the (Viiniiial l^rocedure ('ode, and 
the ^rcMieral law of the land is, as I have said, that no pcdice offic'er, 
unless he is in c haise of a polic e-station or an cdficer of superior rank, 
is eiititlc*d to arrest nu\ person without warrant or on suspicion of 
having committed such an offence. 

I, therefore, submit to the members of the House with ^rrcat 
confideucp that they will not j^ive to polic*e officers, lielow the rank of 
an officer in charjfe of a pcdic-c*-stution. |K>wers under this extraorcliiuiry 
Bill, wliich jK»wer.s these officers do not possess uiidc^r the ordinary law 
of the land. 

5-30 p.m. 

Tha Hoit’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: As reprards the rcferenco 
to the Criminal Procedure ('ode made by Mr. Basu, I do not know why 
he referred to sec tion 54 of the ('ode. For surely the order referred to 
in section 54 i3) is practic'ally parallel to an order passed under clause 2 
(7) of this Bill, and if arrest without warrant is justiffahle in the former 
case, surely it is at least ef]ually justifiable in the latter. 

But from the practical point of view the amendment is unacceptable. 
Many of the persona we have to deal with are absconders and it is 
impossible to limit the power of arrest to the officer who may happen 
to be in possassion of a warrant for any particular absconder. 

The motion of Mr. Karendra Kumar Basu was then put and lost. 
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The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mauiwi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that in clause 2 (2) (a), lines 

d to f}f the words beginning with “or by any otficer of Government 

and ending wdth the words “Local Government” be omitted. 

Mfi PRESIDENT* The c]uestiou is tliat clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

ChiHxe 3. 

The tdlbiwing motion wa*4 not moved as tlie previous sanction of 
the Governor General had not been received: — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U lo move that to clause d the 
following >hall he added, namely: — 

“Ib-ovitled that s.^ction 71 of the Lofle of (’riminal Procedure shall 
not apply.” 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The (juestion is that claust* d stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

(la list' 4. 

The following motion was called but n(»t moved: — 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that clause 4 shall be 
omitted. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: 1 beg to move that in 
clause 4 (/), line 1, after tlie word “Government ” the words “not 
below the rank of an Assistant ( ommissioner of Police in Calcutta 
and of a Deputy Superintendent of Police outside Calcutta” Ik* inserted 
and in line 2, after the word “arrest” the words “or cau.se to be 
arrested” be inserted. 

Sir, on a reference to the draft Bill you will find that in section 4 
it has been laid down that any offiier of (Government authorised in 
this behalf by general or special order of the local Government may 
arrest a person. 1 presume that Government in authorising some of 
its offieers must draw a line ,s<miewhere. Certainly, it would not be 
fair to suggest or for me to presume that (Government will depute a 
eonslable with authority to arrest a person. I presume that the 
iGoverniiieut has to draw' a line somewhere below which there would be 
no recruit of officers for the purpose of this section. What I am 



1930.1 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


7D9» 


in this amendment is nothing but to lay down a'here the 
line sliould be drawn. What is suggested in my amendment is that 
such a line should be drawn just below the officers of the rank of 
Assistant Commissioners of Police in Cahutta and Deputy Stipcriii- 
tendents of Police outside Calcutta. In Calcutta we have the 
Commissioner of Police, Deputy Coiiitnissioners of Police, and Assistant 
Commissioners of Police and below them we have a host of inspectius 
and sub-inspectors t»f poli<-e. I suggest that this power which is 
extraordinarv should not be given to the inspectors an<l sub-insptH'tors 
of police, but should be restricted to the Coiniuissioner, Deputy 
Commissioners, and As.sistant Commissioners of Police, and in the case 
of mufassal this powco* should be restricteil to offi<-erM not behiw the 
rank of Deputy Su}H»rintendcnts of Police. I hope m> proposal will 
be ai’cepted. 

Tl le st*cond part of my amendment is that after the word "arrest'* 
the words "or <'ause to be ariested” should be inserted. The Ilon’bh* 
Member will find that it is laid down that any offic<*r of (foverninent 
authorised in this beliall by general or spi'cial onler (d tin* lawal 
Government ma\ arrest. It means that tin* officer s(» (h'puted will gtv 
and arrest. A\ hat I am suggesting^ is that if the seb*< tion be restrictcif 
to the Assistant Commissioner, then he may be entrusted with tho 
power to depute soiin* subordinate officers to arrest. I am not 
suggesting that the Commissioner, IVputy ('oinmissioners, »tr Assistant 
(Commissioners will tliems»‘lves go and arn*st a person. Hut in no case- 
the power and authorit\ to arrest should be given to any officer b(‘low* 
the rank of an .Assistant Commissioner of Police in Cahutta. who T 
understand ranks eijually with the Deputy Superinteiidriit of Police in 
the mufa.ssal. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (tox <‘riimeiit nM’ognise- 
that the exereise of this power must he liiinled, and tlie notification 
is8ue<l on the 19th April, 19*1(1, limited the power to .Magistrates of tho 
first class and to police officers not helow the rank of a siib-inspecti»r. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: May I iiMpiirc if Magistrates 
are entrusted with the duty of arresting persons K 

Tha HoffPbla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: They may. The effect of 
this amendment will he to entitle more people to arrest than is 
contemplated by Ciovernment, liecause under this amendment a Deputy 
Commissioner or an Assistant Commissioner of Police may ask a 
constable to go and arrest a person. You are widening in one direction 
and limiting in another, and not improving the Hill. 

Again tlgis amendment will aflfect the working of clause 4 an 
under the principle of delegatus delegare non potest no one belc>w ih» 
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rank of an AsHistant CoinmisBioner or a Deputy Superintendent will be 
able to conduct a Hearcb. From a practical point of view this is 
impossible. 

I regret I cannot accept the amendment. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to support 
this motion. It is so rea.sonable, but our angle of vision differs 
<u)mpletely from that of the Hon’hle Member. Though all our 
amendments are faring the .same fate, still we cannot allow certain 
provisions of tlie Bill to go without a strong protest. AVe cannot but 
join our voice with the mover of this amendment. Fhuise 4 is 
Rumewhat different from clause 2. Here the words are “against whom 
a reasoTuible suspicion exists.” Whether that .suspicion is reasonable 
or not, that has got to be coiisitlered by an officer of (rovernment 
authorised generally. \ow if that officer of (fovernment is to be in a 
position to exercise his discretion, which is re<|uired in sucli a (‘a.se to 
find out if the suspi{*ion is well foumled or not, he must be an officer 
of superior rank. It requires a good deal of experience, education, and 
power of siftifig evidfuice to come to a conclusion wliether a suspic ion 
is reascmuble or n(»t. I submit that any and evcuy offictu* of (lovernment 
not in a position to exendse this discretion, (lovtu-nment aj)i)t'ars to 
tliink that police officers are above errors. We mortals arc* all sub|ect 
tc» errors, but thc‘y are not. Is it possible Icu’ au> and (*verv police 
officer really to come to a reasonable decision against a jxu'.son as to 
whether he* should i>e arrested or not?' I find tin* mover of tlie 
amendment is very cautious. The amendment does not rc‘cjuirt* that an 
Assistant Commissioner of Police* or a l)»*puty ('c)mmissionc*r of Police 
should personally go to arrest a person, but that they can cau^e him 
to be arrc*sted. I do not see how the intc*ntion of tin* law will be 
def(*uted if the Dejmty ('ommissioner or tin* Assi.stant (’ommissicjner of 
J’olicc* is entrusted with tin* power of ch*termining whether a person 
should be* arrested or not. ('onsidc*ring all the points, 1 think, the 
amendment is a very cautious and necessary one. and tliere i^ no rea'^on 
whatsoever to op[)o.se it. unles.s it be a :kI on the part ot (Toverninent 
that no amendment coming from the non-official bene hes should be 
4ic(M*pted. 

The motion of llai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt was then put and 
lost , 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that in c lause 4 
(/), line 1, after the word “Government” tin* words “not below the 
rank of a Deputy Superintendent of Polic'e” W inserted. 

I am moving this amendment even after the previous amendment ban 
been negatived for the following reasons. Personally I do not agree 
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with the mover of the previous amendment reprardinjr the insertion of 
the'n^rds “or cause to he arrested." That, as has heen pointed out 
by the Hon ble Memher-in-charj^e. would needlessly euliance the powers 
of the dffi(ter in makinpr arrests. So far as my amendment is concerned, 
my submission to the House is that if the members will he please<l to 
read the draft of clause 4 of the Bill, they will find that the powers 
given by this clause to “any offiter" i»f (tovernmeiit art*, in fact, very 
much greatei than the ptnvers which the Tiocal Gt>\ernmeut itself has 
taken under the previous clauses of the Bill 

f>-4o p.m. 

The TiOcal Government ninv detain a person t>iil> in tlio ri!i-njn'4tain‘t*s 
detailtvl in clause 2 of the Bill. The circum.Htames tnidt*i which jmy 
person uuthrtrised by (Toverninent under clau.se 4 may tletain a person 
are, as will be seen, much les.s cogent and are .Huhjet t to nnu h less 
scrutiny. In fact any officer authorised by Government uiitler this 
claust* may arrest any pt‘rson and (h*tuin him in t ustotly for lo days 
w'itlu»ut any rh>me or leason t*xceptiiig that in his mind tht*rt* is a 
reasonable suspicion again'>t that jn'r^tm ! A*i the clauM* is <lrafft*<l 
then* is no review of such attion and under clause 14 ot tin* Bill a 
person ^o arrestetl has no rcmf‘<l\ in any t'ourt oi law rndci- theif 
circumstances, I submit, it is the boundeti duty of this Hou^e t(» st*e 
that pow(*rs art* not gi\t‘n to ficrsotis who an* likcl\ to nii'xuse them. 
And theref<>re T am wanting to limit the power to — 1 uiii not sun* about 
the tlividing lint* — gazetted <dfic«*rs of ( fo\(‘rnm(*nt not btdow the rank 
of a Dt'puty Sui»cnntt*ndi*nt of Ihdice. In an'*w<‘r to a previous 
amentlment tin* llon'blc Member siat<»il that it that aniciidnn*nl wen* 
accefited it would ex<’lude all Magistrates. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: H a^e \ou moved \our next amendment as well!*^ 
If not, you can do it now and make one gpeecdi. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: All right. Sn. I mo\e also that 
in clause 4 {I), line 3, after the word “exist," the words “the grounds 
of which .shall be recorded in writing" be inserted. 

As I wa.s submitting, Sir, the Hon’ble Member in his speech 
opposing the previou.s amendment stated that if it was inserted it 
would exclude officers below the rank of Deputy Superintendents of 
Police and might exclude all Magistrates. AVith all <leferenc<* and 
humility to the Hon’hle Member in charge of the Police Departirieiit 
I say. Sir, that it would not have that effect. The words “Government 
officers not *helow the rank of a Deputy Superintendent of Police^ 
would not exclude any Magistrate. I %’eiiture to give that opinion and 



712 GOVERNMENT BILL. (22i6 

make a present of it j^ratis to Government. I am quite sure tliajr the 
Hon’ble Member is mistaken when be thinks that the insertion these 
words will exclude any Magistrate. 

So far as rny first amendment is concerned there is no reason why 
it should not be accepted. 

As regards my second one 1 submit it stands on a still higher ground. 
Government when it proceeds against a person under clause 2 of the 
Bill, will, I presume, make some record of the reasons for so doing 
which they will plate before a committee under clause 9 and which 
would form a basis of review by Government itself after the period of 
one year. But so far as clause 4 is concerned it appears that an 
officer who is authorised to make an arrest by general or special order 
need not make any lecord in writing. He m‘ed simply say that to his- 
mind reasonable suspicion <‘xisls and thereupon he can clap a man into 
jail for lo days pending the orders ot the Local Government. II his 
reastms are not recorded in writing, on wliat is Government going to 
act with regard to the report under clause 3!" The report as the clause 
now stands may be a report giving only the bare fact that “such and 
such a jterson has been arrested by me because I think reasonable 
grounds exist for this arrest.” I submit, Sir, it shotild be made clear 
in th(‘ statute that reasons for such arrest shouhl b(‘ recorded in writing 
and should be sent to the Local Government along with the report 
in clause 3. I, therefore, say that the House will be well advised to 
accept my amendments. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 strongly support these 
amendments. I do md see any reason uhy Government should be 
nervous about the limitation of the power of arrest to certain officers. 
The limitation that has been suggested m th»*se amendments is perfectly 
legitimate. The Hon’ble Mr. Prentice suggest^ that if amendments 
were carried it would introduce practical difficulties, having regard to 
the legal maxim that he has referred to that a police officer to whom 
pow’er of arrest has been given cannot delegate his powers to others. 
But, Sir, T think that when a person is being dealt with or arrested 
under the provisions of this extraordinary piece of legi^'lation he should 
at least have the right to expec t that he should be given the honour of a 
visit by a gazetted otfic-er of (Government. Ft is certainly not the object 
of Government and cannot be the object of (Government to give power 
to a police officer without holding him responsible for any misu.se of 
that power. There must be certain practical rules upou which they 
proceed ; they have not given these powers to any and every constable 
in actual practice ; w hy then sliould they not place dhivS limitation in 
the body of this statute which they have adopted in practice?' Because 
I am afraid that Government throughout this measure bax^e showm a 
great deal of rcV/ more than is necessary. 
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rej^rd to the next amendment it is of the utmost importance 
in a 0 ^ of this kind that if Government want that a i>erson should he 
haule($^j|p for arrest under the provisions of this extraordinary measure, 
that should he a record of the reasons made there and then at 

the timf of arrest. As has been pointed out h\ Mr. Hasu then* is no 
remedy ‘against the action of the officer in (juestion in any (ourt td law. 
The only party that can redress any wrongful action oi a police ottiier 
is Government, and Government must therefore have some materials 
upon tViiich they can proceed to judge whether the police ofh< cr has 
made the arrest in a legitimate manner or otherwi.>e. We know of 
cases in which a police officer — 1 am speaking of the personal 
experiences of a police officer — arrested a person la*can.se he simply 
wanted to arrest him and then began to think out reasons for the 
arrest. Well, Sir, the poor man is arrested hy a poli»eman. not a 
police officer not below the rank of a Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
hut by a mere sergt*ant. I'liis sergeant arrests the peison, sends him 
up with a constable to the police-station, (hi the «ay there is trouble. 
There are people who would not allou the man to he taken to tin* thanu 
unless they know what is the offeme he has commit led. and things 
came to such a pass that there was further trouble and there was 
an altercation between the police and the croud. Koi tin* purpose of 
frightening the men the sergeant arrests one of them and reports the 
matter to the District Magistrate and forthwith went to the polict*- 
stati<m and bulged a complaint against the man unde? Act V ot 1898. 
So we .set*. Sir, that a man may l»e arre.''ted for no reasons whats(»ever 
except the personal reasons of a pidice officer who may suhseijiieutly 
fabricate and think out reasons for the urre.st. (rovernment cannot 
possibly want all the police otficeis he armed with this extraordinary 
fKiwer of arresting without liaving to account for it at all. If they hail 
to account for their u<*tion (Government must insist tliat there should 1)6 
absolutely reliable materials upon which to judge wlu'tlier the pidice 
officer in (juestion has acted properly in the discharge of his duties or 
not. And that reliable material <‘an only be furnished by the record 
made then and there at the time of arrest. The priiicipb* regulating 
the conduct of an officer in (barge of a thana is that he should k(H*p 
the record of a case from the time of first information onwards, because 
that would enable Government to check bis action. Without a record 
of this character there is no other way of t4*sting his act in any cotirt of 
law. Under these circumstances it is a perfectly rea.Honahle ainendm<*nt 
and should be accepted. 

The Hott’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If Government were to 
accept these amendments there would be adiiiinistrutive difficulties, 
because I am not quite certain what would happen in Calcutta, seeing 
that there are no Deputy Superintendents of Police for Cabmtta. 
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i Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR RA.iH^ May I say Aat t£e wor^ are 
**not below the rank of a Deputy Superiutetideiit (ft I 

presume there are Assistant Commissioners of Police for Calcutta and 
they are officers of the same rank as Deputy Superintendents of Police* 
Bengal. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: They are in entirely 
different cadres. Tlie difficulty about Bengal is that there are only 
about 28 Deputy Superintendents of Pr)lice and in certain di.stricts 
there are no Deputy Superintendents at all, and therefore for those 
districts the only police persons who could be a\ithorised to arrest 
would be the Superintendents of Police. The original amendment 
having been rejected, power could not be delegated and work might 
practically come to a standstill. Further, as I have alr(*ady pointed 
out, under clause 4 the power of search is confined to the person 
on whom has been conferred the power of arrest under clause 4 (/). 
It is not possible in Bengal to limit this j)ow(‘r of search to these 28 
officers alone plus members of the Imperial Polic(‘ Sei vice. That would 
Iw* absrdutely impracticable from an administrative point of view. 

As regards tlu* jmint raised by Dr. X. C. Sen (lupta about a record 
in writing, I may say that the officer making the airest -does not 
(U'dinarily know anything about the case. The cas(‘s in uliich orcbus 
of arrest are given jire dealt with first in the Intelligence Branch b> 
the gazetted offici'r in charge of that work, and an officer making an 
arrest is only carrying out orders ami does not kn()\\ the details of 
those cas(«s in wlinh suspicion has arisen. Such officers are simply 
currying out ordms and it is not possibb* for thmii to icm ord in writing 
the grounds for th«‘ arn*st or search. 

The motion that in clause 4 (/», line 1. after the word “(lovernment’’ 
the words ‘‘not below the rank of a Deputy Superintendent of Police'^ 
be inserted was then put and a division taken with the following 
result ; — 


AYES. 


All, Mauivi HfltMtn. 

•alitli. Mauivi tyatf Majid. 

Bantrjl, Mr. a. 

•atilt tabu JatlfMlra Nath. 

■aiU| Mr. NartfHlra Kumar. 

Dutt, Itai labadur Or. Naridhaii. 

•bata, Or. Amulya Natan. 

NakJnii Maalvi Abdul. 

Naqua, Kail Emdadul. 

Mdbbapadiiaya, Nal tabib tarat Chandra, 
•addar, tatb Hunuman Nratad. 


Rai Mahatai, Munindra Dtb. 

Ray, Babu Khtlter Moban. 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Batltb Chandra. 
Raut, Babu Hattni. 

Ray, Babu tatyandra Nath. 

Nay. Mr. Bijay Rratad tiiiBli. 

Ray, Mr. tailaaarar tiimh. 

Ray, Mr. thantl tbafcbaraa«ar. 
tabana, Babu taiya Kinkaa. 

Samad, Mauivi Abdut. 

•an Bupta, Or. Naraab Cbandra. 
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BmktK MiNiivi tliaili ftahlm. 

■ml, Kumar. 

•al, Mr. tarat Clnmdra. 

•amna, Rai 4ahtb Panahanan. 

■am, Mr. m. If. 

dwudHuri,' Kban Bahadur Maulvi 
« Alimuxiaman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi tyad Otman Haidar. 
Cliaardhury, Najl Badi Ahnud. 

Clarit, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan, Mr. D. 4. 

Caapar, Mr. C. B. 

Oain, Mr. Q. R. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kuinar. 

Oath, Mr. A. d. 

Eatton, Mr, p. A. 

Eutufji, Maaivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Faraqui, tbli Man'bla Khan Bahadur 
K. a. M. 

OanBuli, Rai Bahadur lutil Kumar. 
Qhuanavi, tht Hon'bla AlhadJ Sir 
Abdalktrim. 

Qardan, Mr. A. O. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Ournar, Mr. C. W. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haidar, Mr. f. K. 

Haqui, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiitul. 

Hacs, Mr. a. P. 

Hapkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Hatain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur 
Hattain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan iahib Mauivi Barlui. 


Nuq, Mr. A. K. Faal-ul. 

Huttain, Mauivi Latalat. 

Hutahinft, Mr. R. H. 

Katam, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muauam AIL 
Khan, Mauivi Tamituddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Marr, tha Han'bit Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Han'bit Sir Pravath Chundar* 
Mulliak, Mr. Muhunda Bthary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Naximuddin, tha Han'bit Mr. Khwaja. 
Ntitan, Mr. 4. W. 

Nortan, Mr. H. R. 

Pinnali, Mr. L. 0. 

Prtntiaa, tha Han’bit Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Babu Nagtndra Narayan. 

•aadatuiiah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Sarkar, Sir dadunath. 

Sarktr, Rai Sahib Rtbati Mahan. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Sinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan,. 

af Nathipur. 

Smith. Mr. R. 

tolaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Stapitton, Mr. H. E. 

Sitan, Lt.-Gal. H. B. 

Sumntr, Mr. C. R. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 


T)u* Ayt*s 1)1*111^' and tlir Noi*s tiu* inolinn was 


ji.iii. 

Tlw* motion that in < lanso 4 l/>. Iim* 3. after t)ie word “exi>*t'’ tlio 
word'* “the f^rouniN of uhn li ‘»hall he lei-oided in writing; ' he insert(*(l 
was then put and a diu^ton taken with the follouinj; n*Milt : — 


AYES. 


Ali, BUultri Natsan. 

Baktlq Mautai Sytd Majid. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

•nttt, BBbu datindra Nath. 

Batu, Mr. Nartndra Kumar. 

Butt, Rai Bahafur Or. Naridhan. 

SHtM, Dr. Amutya Ratan. 

Mahi% SNiulvi AbduL 
Naqua, Kaxi EmdaduL 
MbhihipaMiaya, Rai'* Sahib Saral Chaimra. 
Rai Mahaaai, SHinindra Oab. 


Ray, Babu Khttttr Mohan. 

Ray Ohawdhury, Babu Salith Chandra. 
Raul, Babu Hattni. 

Ray, Babu Satytndra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. BIJay Pratad Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sailaawar Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray, Mr, Shanti Shakharatwar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Nam Chandra.. 
Samad, Mauivi Abdut. 

•an Swpta, Or. Naraah Chandra. 
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•akth, Maulvi tliaili Rakiiii. 

■al, SatHi Ulit Kumar. 

«al, Mr. tarat Chandra. 

Barma, Rai Bahib Ranthanan. 

Bum, Mr. H. H. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Alimuiiaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hatiur 
Rahman. 

•Chawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Coapar, Mr. C. B. 

Oain, Mr. 0. R. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

■aatan, Mr. 0. A. 

Faraqui, (ha Han’bla Khan Bahadur 
K. Q. M. 

•Baniuli, Rai Bahadur Butil Kumar. 
Qhumavi, iha Han*blt Alhadj Sir 
Abdalkarim. 

Qardofi, Mr. A. O. 

Quha, Mr. F. N. 

Ournar, Mr. C. W. 

Nabibullah, Nawab Kh«aja. 

Haidar, Mr. •. K. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aiiiul. 
Hobb. Mr. Q. F. 

Haphynt, Mr. W. S. 

'Matain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


Hub, Khan Bahib Maulvi Bajrtul. 

Huttain, Mauhrl LaUfat. 

Hutahinia, Mr. R. H. 

Khan, Khan Bahib Maulvi Mwaiiam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiauddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Marr, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Han‘bla Bir Fravath Chundar. 
Mulliak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Nazimuddin, Iha Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Naltan, Mr. J. W. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Finnall, Mr. L. 0. 

Franliaa, tha Han’bla Mr. W. D. R. 
Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
BaadatuMah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Barkar, Bir Jadunath. 

Barkar, Rai Bahib Rabati Mahan. 

Bhah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

tolaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Btaplaton, Mr. H. B. 

Btaan, Lt.-Col. H B. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. B. 

Bumnar, Mr. C. R. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 


The Ayes beinff 22 and the Noes AT, the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have no information as to whether sunrtioii 
has l)een aeeorded to this amendment. 

The following motion was, therefore, not moved ; — 

Rli Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move that to clause 4 (2) 
the following be added, namely: — 

“The officer making the sean‘h shall, before the search is made 
reci>i’d in writing the grounds of his l>elief for making the search anc 
specifying in such writing, so far as po.'isible, the thing for which tht 
search is to be made and shall also forthwith forward copie.s of recorc 
to the Ts)cal Government.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, this amendment h 
i*onse(|uential on the amendment which has just been rejected. 
Therefore, I do not like to move my amendment. 

The following amendment was, therefore, not moved : — 

*That in clause 4 (J), line 2. after the words ‘Local Government 
the words ‘together with the grounds recorded* be inserted.*' 
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Tbe following motion was not put, as the previous sanction of the 
Governor General had not been received: — 

Rti Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move that in clause 4 {J), 
line 2, after the word “and*’ the word> “ to the nearest Presidency 
Magistrate or Magistrate of the 1st class who” be inserted. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I move that in the 
proviso, line 2, to clause 4 (J), foi the woid “fifteen” the word “seven” 
be substituted. 

The proviso runs thus: ‘‘Provided that no person shall be detained 
in custody under this section for a period excci*ding fifteen days save 
under a special order of the local (fovernment, ami no person shall in 
any case be detained in custody un<ler this section for a period exceeding 
one mouth.” 

Let us compare this provision with that of the ('riminal I'roc'edure 
Code, section (il ; it says: 

“No police officer shall detain in custody a person arrestt‘d without 
warrant for a longer period than under all the circumstances of the 
(ase is reasonabh^ and such period shall not, in the absence of a special 
order of a Magistrate under se<‘tion 1(17, exceed ‘24 hours exclusive of 
the time m*cessary fj)r tlie journey from tin* place of arrest to the 
Magistrate’s (’ourt,” 

Sir, tile (’nminal Pro('(*(lure (’ode lays down the policy of 
Ta*gislature in Imlnt with rt‘gard to the detention ot persons in custody 
without a warrant and witliout an order of a Magistrate. It follows 
tlie principle of the English law that a poliia* oHiier shall not detain 
a man without prodming him before a Magis(ratt‘ longiT than is 
necessary: ami 24 hours is tin* utmost limit wlii<-h was assigm‘d in the 
(’riminal Proceilure ('ode as the time iluring which a police ofli<'er can 
detain a person arrested without a warrant without pnaliicing him 
btjfore a Magistrate, lender similar circumstances when the 
(jov(‘riiment authorises under a special ordi'r to arrest a person without 
a warrant whether he be a police officer or any other officer he can 
detain him as long as lo da>s. The reason is this: that a man is 
going to be produced Indore a Magistrate. ’J’he Magistrate* is the 
person comparatively near at hand and to wliorii a man ordinarily 
arrested by the police may he taken. In this case the matter has got 
to go up before the Imal (joveriiiiient, and the local (jovernment have 
got to pa.sH final orders upon it. 

That is the reason, 1 take it, why lo days has bc'en given as the 
period for which a person may Ire detained. What is tlie rc»ason for 
this lengthy period of detention? There is no place in Bengal from 
which the n^e.ssary papers may not reach the Government of Bengal 
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for consideration in such time that the consideration may not be 
'finished wiilj^ seven days, and if the Government upon consideration 
of all relevant matters is satisfied that the man who has been arrested 
ought to be detained, it should be able to pass orders in the course of 
seven days. If the Government thinks that as a matter of fact the 
arrest ought not to have been made, or that the man ought not to be 
detained, it should pass fresh orders as quickly as possible, and this 
should not take more than seven days. The detention of a person for 
more than seven days under such circumstances will be wrongful, and 
wrongful detention of persons under the cover of any law is ordinarily 
wrong in itself, and the legislation which authorises such wrongful 
detention beyond what is necessary is certainly not a legislation which 
should be passed by a re.sponsible legislature. Well, Sir, it may be 
said that seven days is too short a time, and that too many cases of 
this character may crop up at any time. I do not know whether the 
conspiracy in Bengal is so extensive that too many cases will come up 
before Governnuuit at the same time, but supposing that too many 
cases do (‘ome up to Government for orders, tlie officials who have to 
administer this A(!t must prove themselves dutiful and sliould be 
extremely energetic in disposing of such cases. Even if these cases 
are too many to be considered within a pcTiod of seven days, it ^^ould be. 
a very good reason for imreasing the staff. I submit that altliougli 
such detention may be provided in this measure, it is all the same 
unlawful detention us it is against the first principles of the law. 

I, therefore, suggest that a period of 7 days is (juite enough for 
dealing with the ease of a person who has been arrested, on grounds 
which may or may not be sufficient, by a poli(‘e officer, who may be 
ant/ p(dice officer, since the Hon’tde Member has not been able to 
accept any of the amendments regarding this (juestion. In such cases, 
the persons ('oncerned have every right to expect tliat Government will 
deal with tlieir case as expeditiously us possible, and 7 days’ time should 
be quite sufficient for the purpo.se. I do not think that there can be 
any serious objection to this proposal. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, while speaking on this 
amendment, may I have your permission to move the next amendment 
whi{‘h stands in my name? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You cun make one speech on the amendments. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I heg to move that in the 
proviso to clause 4 (3), line 4, for the words “one month” the words 
“a fortnight’* be substituted. 
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Sir, as the previous speaker has pointed out, whc^p. a policeman 
arresta a person without a warrant, he is hound, undc^liection 61 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code, to produce him before a Magistrate 
within 24 hours, but there are cases where the investigation may not 
be completed within 24 hours, and, therefore, section Ui7 (2) of the 
Code has laid down this further provision — 

‘*The Magistrate to whom an accused person is forwanled under this 
section may, whether he has or has not jurisdiction to try the case, 
from time to time authorize the detention of the jocused in such 
custody as such Magistrate thinks fit, for n term not (‘xceeding fifteen 
days in the whole.” 

I would draw the particular attention of the members of this Houso 
to the words ‘‘for a term not exceeding fifteen days in the whole.” It 
will be seen that even in the case of a person detained for a cognizable 
offence by the police, tht* Magistrate can remand him to custody for a 
total period of lo days. So. I submit, that in such 4*ases, where a 
person can b(‘ arrest(*d by any p<di<‘e (»fficer, and where, as tlie Ifoirble 
Member in ciiargf* of the Hill has said, informutiim has to la* tditaineil 
from tlu‘ Intidligeme Hranch and tlu* orders of (Jovernment liavt* to be 
awaited, a clear juTiod of lo days in the whede for detaining sucdi a 
person ought tfj be* enough even in Hengal. I know that tin* llon’ble 
Member has multifarious du(i(*s to ilo and ma\ not have time t4» look 
into thes(‘ papers as (juickly as possibh*. Hut if tht‘ law is there that 
he has got to pass orchus within lo days, J hope he will be* a litth* 
bit mindful of the hardship of the d(‘tain(‘d persons, and 1 think these 
amendimmts ought to b<* accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE : I am Htnry, Sir, it is 

ph ysically impossible to g«*t through these <*ases in the tiim* suggeste*! 
by the t\^o previous sp(*akers. I have had exjierience of thest* cases 
ever since the middle of April, arnl I hud to stay down here for an 
extra wwk in May in (irder to god through these cas«*s. 1 can say 
from my own experience that it is inip(»ssible to get tlirough tliesi! 
cases in a rush if one is going to do his duty properly by them. The 
previous speaker referred to the lo days’ tinn* which is allowed for 
remands under the (Viminal Pro(*edure Code, but under that (’ode the 
Magistrate can go on giving remands. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Hut that has been condemned 
by the High (^ourt. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It may be condemne<l, but 
the law is there. But here the person cannot be detained in custody 
for more than 16 days in all except under the special order of the local 
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Govern men t. I know that in many caaea two or three adjournments 
are granted under the Criminal Procedure Code and the accused persons 
are detained in custody for more than a month. Here the maximum 
period of detention even with the special order of Government is one 
month, which (;annot be extended in any case. This is much more 
merciful than the Criminal Procedure Code. 

I'he motion that in the proviso, line 2, to clau.se 4 (*3), for the word 
“fifteen” the w^ord “seven” be substituted wa.s then put and lost. 

The motion that in the pifiviso to clause 4 (J), line 4, for the words 
*‘one month” the wwds “a fortnight” be substituted was then put 
and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Tfie motion was put and agreed to. 

Claute 5. 

The following motion was (;alled but not moved: — 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that clause 5 shall be 
omitted. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. 1 beg to move that in (dause 
f) (/), liiH‘ 4, tor the words “any and every means” the words “any 
lawful means” be substituted. 

Sir. this clause for the enfonement of certain or(h*rs under clause 2 
provides that the officer ui (|uestion may adopt an> and ever\ means. 
That seems to me to be very (*xtraordinarv. Any thing may be 
justifi(‘d under the phrase “any and every means,” and 1 think that 
ultlumgh Government officers will not be prone to have recourse to 
any and (‘very mt'ans for achi(*ving tlu'ir purpose and that they will 
adopt lawful means, the exist (‘nee cd* thest* words in the clause seems 
I 0 be V('ry very obnoxious. Therefore, 1 propose that the words “any 
lawful means” be substituted for the words “any and every nu'ans.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. may I have your 
permission to move a short-notice amendment!^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I canm^t allow that. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, T am afraid I must 
oppo.se the amendment mov(*d by Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan, because I 
lira advised that the in.sertitm of the w’ord “lawful” would lead to 
difficulties. But for your ruling I would have been quite willing to 
agree to a short-notice amendment to substitute “all” for “any and 
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every” in order to brini^ tWe wording into line with the wording of 
Bection 46 (2) in the Criminal Procedure Code. As it is, I cnnnot 
accept this amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Taminiddin Khan was then put ami lost. 

The following amendments were called hut not moved: 

Bgliu 8ATI8H CHANORA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that iti 
clause 5 (/), line 4, after the word “every” the word “lawful” Ixi 
inserted. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that in clause 5 (:!?), line 2, 
for the word.s “any and every means” tlie words “any lawful means** 
he substituted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think that the decision of the (^otincil on the 
motion of Maulvi Tamiruddin Klian governs the next annuidinetit and 
so it does not arise. 

The following ariHUidment of Bahu Satisli Cliundru Hay (^hfovjlliury 
accordingly fell through • — 

“That in clau-^i^ o (2), line '2, after the word ‘(‘verv ' the word 
‘lawful’ he inserted.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({uestion is that claust* •'> .stand pail of tho 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Cldujie 6. 

Bahu Satish Chandra Ba\ Chowilhury was called to move hi« 
amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, it Tna> perhaps savo 
the time of the Council if I say at once that I am prepared to aciept 
the first part of the amendment, viz., to insert the words “and wilfully’* 
after the word “knowingly” if ho withdrawn the second part. 

Btbu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 must thank 
the Hon ’hie Meml>er for this small concession. Then 1 shall move tho 
second part. 

TIm Hsii’M Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, my offer is conditional 
on his withdinwinf the eeoond fwrt. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot be a -party to any conditional 
withdrawal. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I beg your pardon, Sir, 
but I only wished to make my position clear to the mover. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, in that case 
1 beg to move the amendment which stands in my name, viz,, that in 
clause 6, line 2, after the word “knowingly” the words “and wilfully” 
be inserted and that in line 4 for the words “three years and shall 
also he liable to fine” the words “six months or fine extending to 
Its. 200 or both” be substituted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I find that a section of the 
House would like to accept the first part of the amendment. It is in 
my power to split up the motion, while putting it to vote and I shall 
do so. 

The following portion of the motion of Babu Satisli Chandra Hay 
Chow’dhury was then put and agreed to: — 

“That in clau.se G, line 2, after tin* woi’d ‘knowingly’ tlie words 
*and wilfully’ be inserted.” 

The following portion ot the motion of Babu Sati>h (’handra Hay 
Chowdliury was then, l>\ leave of the (’oumil, withdiawn: — 

“That in line 4 for the wonls ‘three years and shall also be liable 
to fine’ tlie wonis ‘.six months or fine extending to Hs. ‘2(10 or both' 
be substituti’d. ” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: 1 beg to move that in clause G, 
line 4, for tlie word “three years” the words “two \ears” be 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: To save the time of the 
Council 1 might say at once that 1 am w illing to ac( ept this amendment. 

Mauivi TAMIIUDDIN KHAN: As the llon’ble Member.iiocharge 
has expressed his willingness to accept the amendment, 1 will not make 
any speeih, but formally move the amendment. 

The motion that in clause G, line 4, for the words “three years” the 
words “two years” be substituted was then put and agreed to. 

The following amendment was called but not moved : — 

Mauivi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN to move that in clause 6, line 4, for 
the words “three years” the word “one year” be substituted. 
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Bita SATYENDRA NATH ROY: In view of the fart that the 
Hon’ble Member has agreed to reduce the sentence from three years to 
two years, I beg leave of the House to move only the second part of 
my amendment, and I formally move it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I allow Mr. Hoy to move only the second part 
of his amendment without moving the first part. 

The following portion of the motion of Balm Satyendra Nath Hoy 
was therefore not moved: — 

“That in clause 0, line 4. for the words ‘three years’ the words 
'three months’ he substituted.” 

The following motion of Babii Satyendra Nath Hoy was then put 
and lost: — 

“That to clause G the words ‘not exceeding one hundred rupees' 
he added.” 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (juestion that clause G» as amended by the 
Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Claufv 7. 

The following amcn<lments were called but not move<l : — 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U to move that in ( lau>e 7 (/l. line 
1?, after the wonl “oHi<\*r“ the words “not below the rank of a Deputy 
Supei intendent ot I*oli(e” shall be inserted. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that ( lause 7 (/) (If) shall 
he omitted. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that clau.He 7 (1} (n sliall be 
omitted. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I beg to moNe that clause 
7 (J) id) Ih* omitted. 

Sir, the clause r<‘ads as hdlows: “Kvery person in respci t of whom 
an order has been made under sub-.section [1 ) of s(‘ction 2 shall, if so 
directed by any offi( er authorised in tliis behalf by g(*neral or special 
order of the Local tloverniiKUit, attend at su<h times anil places us 
«uch officer may direct.” There may be two classes of persons who 
may be affec ted by this order. Some persons may be in jail and would 
he completely under the control of (ioverniiient officers, and in their 
case it is unneces.sary to have this provision at all. Then, there are 
others wdio are interned. The clause says that any officer authorised 
in this behalf by general or spc^cdal order of Government may order 
that person to attend at such times and place.s as such officer may 
direct. As a matter of fact, in the case of several pt^rsons who warm 
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detain^ in the past under the repealed Act, it had been a source of 
harassment. Ne le^al purpose is served by requiring persons to attend 
at any time and at any place. When the law lays down that the person 
should permit himself to be photographed, allow hi.s finger impressions 
to be taken and furnish the officer with specimens of his handwriting 
and signature, and live w^ithin the limits of a particular locality, why 
should that person be ordered to go through all sorts of places and why 
should not the officer in question be required to see that the person 
does not go outside the specified area? I am not moving this 
amendment as a mere academic proposition but as a practical one. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE : I may say that from a 
practical point of view the harassment to >\hicl» the mover has referred 
is not likely to occur. For ordinarily all tliese things are done when 
a detenu is in jail. Hut supposing he is in jail he may refuse to leave 
his cell and go to the place in the jail wlien* he is to })e photographed, 
or have his finger impression taken. Clause 7 {d ) is required to deal 
with such cases. 1 oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh (/liandra Sen (jupta was tlien put and 
lost. 

The following amendment was called hut riot moved: — 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that for clause 7 (/) (r/), 
tile following shall he substituted, namely: — 

“(d) attend at s\ich times and places as such oflicfM- may direct 
for the foregoing purpose,” 

[At 0-40 p.ni. the Council was adjourned for pray<*r, and it 
reassiunhled at 0-50 p.m. | 

Tlie following amendments were not moved : — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move that in clause 7 (2), 
line 1, the words “or attempts to a\oid“ he omitted. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY to move that in clau'^e 7 (2), 
line 4, for the words “one thousand” the words “(»ne hundred” be 
substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin* question is that clause 7 stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clttusr S. 

Mr. PRBiiDKNTS The question is that clause 8 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 9. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I fug to move that in dauae 
9 (7), line 1, for the word “an” the word “unv” he sul^^ti tilted. 

It ia only to make the meaning clear that I move this amendment, 
I had a discussion with the Hon’ble Memher-in-i liarge and 1 uiideratand 
that there will be no objection to accepting the amendment. As it is a 
mere drafting amendment, I hope it will be accepted by the House. 

Mr. J. W. NELSON: I am instructed to oppose this amendment. 
It may make very slight diffeiem*e, but {m.ssibly it will change the 
meaning. 

The motion of T?ai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt was then put and 
lost. 

Tlie following motion was not moved ns the previous sanction of the 
Governor General had not been received : — 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY to move that in clause 9 (/), 
lines d to 5 for the words “two persons, who shall be cdther Sessione 
Judges or Additional Sessions Judges having, in (dther case, exercised 
for at least five ycsirs the jiowcms ol a Sessions Judge*, or Additional 
Sessions Judge” the following shall be substituted, namely — 

“thr(*c* persons one of whom shall be an offic ial of the status of District 
and S(*ssions Judge* or Additional Distiicd and S<»ssions Judge* having, 
in either case*, exercis<*d for at b*ast .seven years tlie powers of a Sc'ssionf* 
Judge*, or an Additional Sessions Judg^e* and the other two hc'ing two 
non-ofiicinl gentl<>men one a Hindu and anothc*r a Muhainniaclan who 
have bec*n practising as advocates of a (’hartc*red Hig^h ('ourt for not 
less than fiitec‘n yc*ars or wlio have* bc‘e*n Subordinate* Judges or Deputy 
Magistrates and liave now re*tired.” 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I beg te> move that in clause 
9 (7), line 11, aftc*r the morels “if furnisiied by him” the words “and 
where he has made no such answers, a cc*rt ificate from the* person in 
who.se custody he may be*, that he had an opportunity to answc*r but 
refused to answer,” be inserted. 

Tha Hofi'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It may save tlie time of 
the Council if I say at once that I am willing to accept the* amendment 
if the mover would omit the words 

Mf. PRESIDENT: I think it is lietter for the Hon’ble Member to 
oppose the amendment if it is not possible for him to ac*cept It as it 
stands. 
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Tht Hon’blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid 1 cannot 
accept the amendment as it is. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt was then put and 
lost. 

The following amendments were not moved, as the previous sanction 
of the Governor General had not been received: — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move that for clause 9 (2), 
the following he substituted, namely — 

*'(2) The Ijocal (ioveniinent shall on receipt of such report pass 
orders in accordance therewith.” 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move that in clause 9 (2), 
lines 2 and for the words ‘‘pass such order thereon as appears to the 
Local Goverfiiiieiit to be just or proper” the words “pass order thereon 
in conformity with the opinion of the Judges referred to section 9 (i)” 
he substituted. 

Babu 8ATi8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; 1 beg to move 
that clause 9 (J) be omitted. 

In this sub-clause the right of a person to appear by himself or by 
pleader befon* a tribunal which is a fundamental right accorded by 
law to tl»e citizens of all civilized countries is being taken away. f)f 
courM(* tin* right of cro.H.s-exuminati(ui, or chalhuiging evidence does 
not find a place within the provisions of tiiis law. Tlie least that could 
be ttcconhul to a person charged ol a .serious offence is that he should 
be allowed to be present either by himself or by jileader to explain the 
circunistunces whicdi might appear to the tribunal to be tutlnu- proved 
or bearing against him. I trust the Hon’ble Member will accept my 
amendment. 

7 p.m. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I regret I must oppo.se 
? the amendment. The.se prt>ceedings of the tribunal are not judicial 
proceedings within the ordinary meaning of the term. Indeed the 
whole reason for the Bill is that there are certain cases in which w'e 
cannot produce judicial evidence to prove a man's guilt. If we could, 
we would send the ca.ses for trial either in the ordinary way or under 
the Bengal Criminal Amendment (Part Continuance) Act. But in the 
caeea which w*e cannot s(*nd up for trial but deal with under section 2 
(7) we take the advice of two judges. The.se judges are not acting as 
judicial officers but as advisers, giving their advice on all the secret 
records W’hich are at their di.sposal. We cannot treat their advice as a 
judicial decision and publish it. It must be kept confidential, ill 
fairness to all concerned. 
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The motion of Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhnry was then put 
and lost. 

The following? motion was not moved as the previous sanction of 
the Governor General had not been ie<*eived: — 

Hiji BAOl AHMED CHOWDHURY to move that foi danse 9 {3), 
the followiiif? shall be substituted, namely — 

“(•i) That the person against whom an older has lH‘en made under 
flub-seetion (/) of section 2 will be entitled to aj)pear in persjui befoit* 
the tribunal constituted under sulwsecdion (I) of this se<*tion and to 
answer the char^e^ formulated u^rainst him but nothing in this 
section shall entitle the said person to appear by pleader and the 
report of the said tribunal shall be confidential.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 be^ to m<)ve that in rlause 9 
(J), line 2, for th<‘ word, brackets and fifrure “sub-scction (/)” the 
word, brackets, fij^ure and letter “sub-section (/) (/)“ be substituted. 

This is only a variation of the ameiidnuMit that has bt*en just 
negatived and I think that this is such a small demand tliat it may 
command accejitanci* in certain (juarters. You will see that the orders 
that may be made under chiu>e 2 are various, one of whii h is that tlie 
person may be committed to <ustody in jail. What I want to do by 
this ameiiduuMit is that w lu‘re a ]>erson has not Immmi founil so 
dangerous as to be allowed by tbe Local ( iovt'rnimMit to lu* ino\ ing 
abroad and only his mo\-ements art* n‘gulat(*d, in such a cast' a ptustm 
may come before tlu* tribunal. I will not ust* tfu* word “tri}»unal“ but 
before judges who an* considering his case Wc ban* heard just now 
that the judges are discharging executive functions — 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: tbi a point td personal 
explanation, Sir. I did not sa> executive functions but that these 
judge.s were merpl\ advisers. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: At least I heard him to say 
that these judges are not at ting as jutiges but as «*xf*cutive offi(‘<*r«. 
But perhaps I was wrong. Then, if the jmiges are not aiding aa 
judgea then I take it they are not acting either as ministerial officers 
or menials. Therefore, I say that the aids they are <loing are i*xecutive 
acts. And my submission to the House is that although we liave been 
trying for so many years to have separation of judii ial from executive 
functions, one effect of that to-day is that persons of the position of 
Sessions Judges are made to do ministerial and menial work of the 
Jjocal Government. I, therefore, say that the person who has been 
found by the> Local Government not to be dangerous enough to be 
detained in custody should be allowed to appear before the judges. 
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Tilt Hoil*blt Mr« W« D> R« PRENTICES 1 am afraid 1 must oppose 
the amendment. Whatever may be the nature of the order that 
Government may pass under clause 2 (7), whether the person is to go 
to jail or into domicile, whatever be the order, the same conditions 
apply in regard to the evidence. The omission of the clause would 
interfere with the proper working of the Bill and I must oppose the 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and a 
division was asked for by Mr. I*. Banerji. 

(After the division bell had been ringing for 2 minutes.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T have reasons to believe that my decision 
aiTived at on the strength of the answering cries of “Aye” and “No” 
was not seriously challenged this time. From consideration of the 
probabilities of the case and to save the time of the Council I will give 
Mr. Banerji an opporiiinity of calling off the division. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: 1 agree to call off the division. Sir. 

The division was then, by leave of the Council, called off. 

The motion was accordingly lost. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : I bt‘g to move 
that after clause (/]). the following be added, namely: — 

“(•'in) f'()j)y of such rej»ort as aforesaid and the copy of the order cf 
the (lovernment thereon shall be supplied to the per>on against M'hbbi 
the order has been made, free of cost.’’ 

I also move that in clause tl (.'>), lines 2 and 3, tin* words “attend 
in person or” and in line 4, the woids “and the i)r<H‘eediugs” be 
omitted and after «lause }) (.7) the following be added, namely: — 

“(•/) Copy of su(‘h report as aforesaid and the copy of the Order 
of tlie (iovernimMit shall be supplie<i to the person &gaitfst 
whom the order has been made, free of cost.” 

The provision contained in clause 9 (.7) preiludejn a person charged 
with an offence from appearing before the tribunal and is really a vei^J 
drasti<' provision indeed, I can very well appreciate and undor^tapd 
the position of the Hon’ble Memln*r when he does not desire that 
lawyers should l>e present at the time of the consideration of the record 
by the tribunal, but it is difficult to understand what reason ran there 
he for not allowing the person, the only person, who can throw any 
light on (he facts which appear against him on record for not being 
present at the time. It is a very simple demand that that peiaott. should 
be allowed to be present there with a view to help the jfldgee to do 
justice, if justice it can be^called at all. To preclude him from that 
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chamber would really be ffoinp back to the Star Chamber methods of 
trial. As a matter of fact it cannot be said that if he is present there 
he will disclose everythinji:, all the pro(‘eediu>rs, to outside people. Ha ^ 
may not be allowed to cross-examine the witnesses but by liis mere 
presence he can satisfy himself as regards the homi fitivs of the judjres 
and he can ensure that both the facts appearin^^ a^minst him and in 
favour of him are considered by the judjrcs. There is a maxim that 
it is not enoufirh to do justice, but the justhe should be done in a way 
so that people who ^^et the justice may feel that justice has been done 
to them. It also means that a per.son ^\ho has bei*n chained with an 
offence should be satisfied tliat his ca.se has been i imsidered from all 
points of view. Therefore. Sir, the presenit* of such a man should be 
considered to be indispensable. It is not enou^*-!! to say that the judjres 
have (onsidered the record. We have heard it said repeatedly on the 
floor of this House by the Hon'ble Member with some tin^»v of pride 
that the judjres appointed to consider and examine such records did 
not differ from him in a majority of cases. Hut, Sir, it 
could not be otherwise. Sir, the Hoirble Miuiiber must be credited 
with the possession of some dose ol commonsense. It is not likely 
that simply after ^oiiig- through the record without an_\ light being 
thrown by the accused by his explanations or statements on many 
difficult and doubtful points, two judges sitting to consnh*r the case 
experte will coim* to ver> ilifferent com lusions at least in mujonty of 
cases; I think that if the accused is allowed to explain the various 
points arising against him, the diflereme will he \ery great and I am 
nure that in 50 per emit, of cases, tlie judgment and n»f)ort will be 
otherw ise, and turtherniore the persons will lie .satisfied that the*ir cases 
liave betMi consi(len*d from all [lossible points of view. Therefore, T 
mo\e that my amendiiKMits should be a<’<*epl<*d, 

. Til# Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I beg to point out that 
SaiM^9 {,')} reads “the proceedings and report of the said jinlges shall 
b<* eonfidential.” It i> impossible to .ncept tlie fiisf motion of Halm 
Satisli (’handra Kay ( ’l•ow•dhu^y wliiih asks that a copy of the report 
of the judges shall he supjilieil to the person heeaus^- that would 
^efeat the provisions of clan>.e (/>) These judges art* advisers, 
not executive officers tu miiiisteriali'+ts or menials <»r wdiatever 
Mr. “Basu may call them. 'I'liev are siniplv advisers and 
their proceedings and report an* confidential, ft is, theicfore, 
impossible for (iovernnient to sentl a copy t>f the n*port to tlie person 
whose case i.s under eon.sideration. For it would not then leinain 
confidential. 

Th# .same remarks apply to the other motion. 

The ifiotions of Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhiiry were put and 

lost. 
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Mra PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 9 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The following motion was not moved as the previous sanction of the 
Governor General had not been received : — 

Mr. N AREN DR A KUMAR BASU to move that in clause 10 {4), 
line 5, the words “or his estate if he be dead” be omitted. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 10 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agr€»€»d to. 

CJattse 11. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 11 (/), lim* 2, befon* the w<ud “persons” the word “non-ofticial” 
be inserted. 

This amendment is a very simple one. I tliink it <Iesirable that 
the Visiting (\>mmitte(‘s should consist of non-official persons and I 
have been told that Government g(*nerally appoint non-official members 
as visitors of jails. That b<*ing so, there can be no obj(‘ction to my 
amendment. In order to make the position clear, the word “non- 
official” may be put down before the word “persons.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am sorry, Sir, that there 
has been a misunderstanding in this ca.se. I do not think there is aqy 
necessity for inserting tin* word “non-officiar’ in the claust*, for, air H 
mutter of practice, this is what normally happ»*ns. Government 
appoints the District ^lagistrate and non-officials to these committees. 
If the amendnuMit were u('cepted, we ('oiild not appoint District 
Magi.st rates to the committees. 

The motion of llai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt was put and lost. 

The fidlowing amendments were called but not moved: — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU to move that in clause 11 (2)^ 
line 1, after the words “periodical visits” the words “at inter^’als of not 
more than a week,” l>e inserted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU to move that in clause 11 (<1), line 
3, the words “or to abstain from any specified act” be omitted. 
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PREBIDEMTs The question is that clause 11 stand part of the 

BUI. 

The motion was put and ajrreed to. 

Clause 12. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that elause 12 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and ajrreed to. 

Clause 13. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 13 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and a^jreed to. 

Clause 14. 

The following*’ amendment was called hut not moved : — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI and Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN 
KHAN to move that clause 14 he omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin* ({Uestion is that clause 14 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and a^rreed to. 

Clause 13. 

The followinj^- motion was called hut not moved 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to iiifjvp t!»n( clausp 15 iip oniitlpil. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlip <|upstioii is that clause lo stand part of the 

BiU. 

The motion was put and a^^reed to. 

First Schedule. 

The following motion.s were called hut not move<l : — 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY to move that in item (1) of the- 
first W'hedule the figures “332,” ”4r)7” and “oOfi” he omitted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU to move that in item No. (1) of 
the first schedule the fif^ures and word ”438/' ”457” and ”59f>” be 
omitted. 
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Mr* PREfIDBNTs The question is that the First Schedule stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Second Schedule. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY to move that in item (a) of the 
second schedule the figures “'*185,” “886,” “387,” “454,” “455,” 

“457,” “458,” “459” and “506” be omitted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move that in item No. {a) of 
the second scliedule the figures and word “454,” “455,” “457” and 
^‘506” l)e omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jnestion is that the Second Schedule stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Prciuuble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <|uestion i.s tliat the Preamble stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir. I beg to move that 
the B(*ngul (^nminal Law Amendment Bill, ]9r30, as settled in (A>imcil, 
be passed. 

Babu dATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir. I oppose this motion. The 
fact that nlt»*r 175 years of Britain's conn«‘ction uith India and in the 
i4i‘cond (juarter of the twenli<*th century a mcasuii* like the one which 
we haNc b{*tMi c<msidering should be sought to be placed on the stamo. 
book of the country shov^s the failure of British poli<‘y in India and the 
bankimptcy of British statesmanship in dealing Avith Indian uffairs. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR ROY: Sir. we all want to get 
rid of the terrorist. The declared < ri'ed of the Imlian National Congress 
is based on the principle of non-violenci*. The leadej's of the Congress 
have condemned the cult of the bomb. If there is any sympathy in 
this country for the terrorist and his methods that is born of despair. 
Ileal .statesmanship would dictate that an effort should be made to 
remove this feeling of despair at once and not advocate a panicky 
measure calculated to further embitter the feelings of the people. 
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The motion that the Bengral Criminal I^aw Amemlment Bill, 1930, 
as setUed m Council, be pas.seil, was then put, am] a division taken with 
the following result : 

AYES. 


Bahth, Mauivi Shaik Rahim. 

Bai, Babu Laiit Kumar. 

Bai, Mr. tarat Chandra. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Burn, Mr. H. H. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Alimuzzaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Haflzur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Syed Otman Haidtr. 
Chewdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohen, Mr. O. J 
Cooper, Mr. C. 0. 

Oain, Mr. G. R. 

Oao, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

Easton, Mr. G. A. 

Eutufji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Faroqui, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
K. G. M. 

Ganguii, Rai Bahadur Sutil Kumar. 
Ghuznavi, the Hon'bie Alhadj Sir 
Abdelkerim. 

Guha, Mr. P. N. 

Ourner, Mr C. W. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 
ttaldar, Mr. S. K. 

Haqut, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul. 

Hogg. Mr. G. P. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. S. 

Nosain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Muq, Khan Sahib Mauivi Baziul. 


Miissain, Mauivi Lot.'ifal 
Hutohings, Mr. R. H. 

Kasem, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muazzam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahm«tn. 
t-ainf, Mr. R. B. 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. 

Luke, Mr. N. R. 

Marr, the Hon'ble Mr. A. 

Mittor, the Hon'blo Sir Provath Chunder. 
Mulliek, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Nag, Reverend B. A. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon ble Mr, Khwaja. 
Nelson, Mr. J. W. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Pinnell, Mr. L. G. 

Prentioe, the Hon ble Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Saadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Sarkar, Sir 4adunath 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. 

Steen, Lt.-Coi. H. B. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Sumner, Mr. C. R. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 


NOES. 


Ali, Mauivi Hac&an. 

Bakth, Mauivi Syed Majid 
Banerji, Mr. P. 

^u, Babu datindra Nath. 

Wtou, Mr. Narendra Kumar. 

Gutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 
Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Moque, fCBzi Emdadul. 


Hoseain, Mauivi Muhammad 
Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Deb. 
Rout, Babu Heeeni. 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar 
Sen Gupta, Or. Naresh Chandra. 


The Ayes being 01 and the Noes 15, the motion was carried 


Adjoumment. 


The Council was then adjourned till .3 p.m., on Monday, the 25th 
August, 193(), at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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NtotMfitigt Of tho Boiigal LogitiatiYo Council acsomCM unCor tlio 
provitioiis of the Covorfimont of India Act. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 25th Aujfusl, 19»10, at -3 p.m. 


Pretont: 

Mr. President (the llon'hle Kaja Sir Manmatwa Nath Rat 
Chaudiiuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive ('oumril, the Hon'ble Khan Rahadur K. C. M. Faroqui 
(Minister), the ilou’ble Mr. Khwaja Naziniuddin, c.i.K. (Minister) and 
111 nominated and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 


The following made an oath of his allegiance to tlie Crown : — 
Mr. H. S. E. Stevens. 


Attempted outrage on Sir Charles Tegart. 

Babu JATI NDR AN ATH BA8U: Mr. President, before the business 
of the House commences, may I have your permission to express our 
horror and our strongest condemnation at the attempted outrage this 
morning in Dalhousie Square by some persons armed with bombs and 
revolvers!^ Such attempts will be looked down upon with abhorrence 
by all sections of the people, whether they opp<».>e the policv of the 
Government or desire a change in the constitution. The terrorists 
should know that they can never look i»ir sympathy from their people 
if they resort to murder and other similar methods to gain their objects, 
however higli those objects may be. We should place it beyond doubt 
that we approve only of a clean tight and clean methods, and that in the 
interests of our country, such violence and crime as happened thia 
morning must be made to disappear. (Hear, hear.) 

Sir, I take it that I represent the views not only of this side of the 
House but of the entire House. 
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Mr. A. K. FA1L«UL HW|: With your permiRfiion* Sir, I bof? to 
ansodsto my»elf whole-heartedly with what has fallen from Mr» Bata, 
not only personally hut on behalf of the party which we have the honour 
to represent, and, if I may say, on behalf of the Muhammadan members 
of this Council. Sir, it is a matter of jrreat pride to us that so far as 
these revolutionary crimes are concerned, the Muhammadan community 
has steadily kept aloof from them, and I hope, Sir, that so far as our 
community is concerned, they will have no difficulty in carryinjr the 
programme for tlie liberation and independeme of our country without 
recourse to any methods which must receive the severest condemnation 
at the hands of every one interested in the political welfare of India. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I sh<»ul(l like to associate all the 
members on tlie (iovernment benches with Mr. Itasu's remarks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Need I assure you that 1 am very ^lud to find 
that the Coiiiuil has condemned in no umertHin terms the cowardly 
attack that was made ujxni the life of Sir Charles Te^urt this morning. 
On behalf ot this House I express our joy at the fact that Sir Charles 
Te^^art escaf>ed unhurt. (Hear, hear.) 


SUirrtd Quatlioiit 

(to which oral anoworo wara givan). 

Piokating Praaidancy Collaga. 

M31. Bobu PROFULLA KUMAR GUHA: (/H Will the HmCbla 

Minister in charfre of the Education Department he pleased to state— 

(i) whether he was (oiisulted in jilacing" the jsdice foiee at the jnde 
of the l^residency Collejje duririff the re<ent jurketin^f the 
meinlKO's of the All-Heiifral Students’ A''‘'Oci.itifHi ; 

(n) whether the Principal wanted the indice helj> himself; and 

nil) whether the Director of INiblic Instniftion, Heni^al, had any 
hand in itJ^ 

ib) If the aii'^wer to ia) (/) is in the nejfutive, will the Hon'ble 
Minister lie pleased to state why he wa/i not consulted I*' 

(r) If the answers to (o) <«) and (iii) are in the negative, will the 
Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state at who*e instance the police wan 
placed at the Presidency College? 
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MINISTER inehargtof EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Heli’ble 
Mr. Ktiwaja Naziimiddiii): (a) (i) Tes. 

(it) Government de{‘ided that the Presidency College should be kept 
open for students who wished to attend and that if it was necessary for 
this purpfwe the as'^i^tanr e of the police should l)e invoke<l. This deci- 
sion was communicated to the Principal. 

(ill) Orders on the civse were passed by (roveriiment, 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the 11 on ’hie Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government decision was taken on any report of 
the Princi[ial of the Ctdlege*" 

The Hon*ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have nothing 
further to add. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleased to give a definite repl^ to Id! (a) (//), i.e., whether the Principal 
wanted police assistance himself? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have nothing 
further to add. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Him'lde Minister 
be pleased to stale, with reterence to {a) (/), on who-Ne ad\i(e he acted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I took the respon- 
sihility myself. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'lde Minister 
be pleased to state the views of the Principal on this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: No. 


Nicasi drains and 8outh Dum Dum Municipality. 

M32. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA; m) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge i>f tlie P^H al Self-Government l)ej)artment aware — 

(i) that sullage water of the (’ossijiore-Chitptir area of the Coqwra- 

tion of Calcutta passed through various “Nicasi drains” to 
the South Dum Dum Municipality; 

(ii) that all this sullage water accumulates near hx’alities inhabited 

by human beings; 
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(tw) that epidemic diseases often break out owiup to this standiiicf 
nuisance ; 

(iv) that the South Duni Duiu Municipality cannot afford to make 
these drains pucca and covci-etl lor want of f iiiuls : and 

(r) that various references bv the South Duni l)um Municipality to 
the Calcutta Corporation direct and thiou^rh the (loveinment, 
were unheeded? 

(/>) Are the Goveniinent considerinjj: tlie tlesiiability ot taking: nIcjis 
to make thc‘<c drains co\<*red and pucca for the iin]ti4.\cinent oi the jiulv 
lic healtli of the locality? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon*ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. Faroqui): (r/) (/) Yes. 

in) There is accuiniilatifui near dwellinj^* houses. 

(in) It i" ditticult to say to what extent this is a fai tor in the out- 
break of epidemic disease. 

(tv) The construction of pucca and co\cie<l drains would not in it-^elf 
be sulficient to remedy the evil which ari-cs partly from the inade(|uate 
discharge of the lla^rjola canal. 

(/’) Government are not aware of citriesjamdence between the South 
l)um Dum Municipality and the Calcutta C<»rporalion on this subject. 

ih) It IS doulftlul whether any purely h»cal measures w’ould prove 
effective, the piTibleni Ihmii}:" pait of the win le ilifficulf\ in finding*’ an <iut- 
let for the draiiiii;^e ot (\ihutta whoh is uinlei ron^'nleration. 


Gurzon Hall compound incident at Dacca. 

*133. Dr. Sir NILRATAN SIRCAR: <«/) Will the iion'ble Memlar 

in charjre (T the Political Department be jdeaMMi tii state with reference 
to the recent death at Dacca of a student named Ajit Nath Hhattucharji, 
as a result, of assaults allejrerl to have been committed on him by the 
police inside the University comiM»und, whether it is a fact that the 
remains of the deceased were not made over tr» his relations for tlie 
performance of last rites, and that his obs<H|uies could not us a result he 
perbrnned strictly acconlinjr to Hindu reli#rious iileas? 

(b) If the. answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber l>e pleased to state what arranffements were made for cremation in 
this caae and under whose orders they were carried out? 
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l8 the Hon^ble Member aware that deep resentment has been 
caused among* the Dacca particularly among students of all com- 

munities, at the circumstances leading to the death of this young man, 
and the indignity caused to his remains by the ijon-|)erformance of 
ob8e<|uial rites by his relations? 

Is it a fact that students of the Dacca University, including 
Hindus and Mwlems, suspended their classes as a mark of protest at 
the occurrence and that several schfiols at Dacca followed suit? 

(e) Is it a fact that a brnther of the deceased has made a formal com- 
plaint befoie the Additional District Magistrate of Dacca against several 
members of the pcdice ton e for having caused the death of the aforesaid 
student? 

(f) Is it a fact that in his petition cd complaint he has stated that 
Mr. H(k1so!i, the District Su|M»rintendent of Police, is the main accused 
in this case? 

(/y) Is it also a fact that a petition would soon l^e submitted to the 
Government (d Ileiigal for sanction to prosecute him? 

(h) Is it a fact that pending judicial im|Uiry into the al>ove com- 
jdaint, the District Magistrate, l)a<’ca, ha*' instituted an eNti a-jtidicial 
iiifpiirv into the incident? 

(i) Is it a fact that the l)istri<t Magistrate sent toi the complainant 
and iiKjiiirtMl as to who has ad\ised liim to (’omplain against the jxdice? 

(;) If the answer to (/) is in the attirmative. will the llon'ble Mem- 
l)er lx* pleased to stat<* whetlier the pioceiluie h:is l>t‘en adopted b\ the 
District Magistrate with the knowledge or approval (d (foveinment? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (^/) and {h) The remains of the deceased were 
not made over to the relatives. A number of persons wished to take the 
body in procession through the middle of the town, and permission was 
refused by the District Magistrate who suggested that the body should 
be ta-ken by boat to the village of the deieased. The friends of the 
deceased refused to agree to this and left the hospital and the cremation 
was carried out at the burning ghat by Brahmin (‘onstables, by the order 
of the District Magistrate. 

{>) Students stayed away from 8ch(M>ls and c<)lleges to show their 
feeling about his death. So far as is known the uon-[)erformaiu‘e of the 
last rites by relatives di>es not appeal’ to have caused resentment. 

(<f) Yes, 

(e) Yes. 

if) Yes. 

(g) The fvetition has lH*en submitted. 
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(h) No. He* held an inquest under the provisiouh of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. 

(0 The District Mapristrate asked the complainant this question. 
(/) No reference was made to Government. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon'hle 

Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the relatives of the 
deceased Ajit Nath Ilhattacharji ajjreed to take the dea<l bod\ to their 
villajre without any consideration? 

Tha Hon’bla Mti Wi D. R. PRENTICE: The District Mapristrate 
did not ajrree. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Ilon'hle Member 

V)o pleased to state the reasons why |>ermissioti was lefnsed by the 
District Map:istrate? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The <ondi ti«)iis in Dacca 
were such that some of the leadinp- Hindu jirentlemen did not approve of 
a procession tukiny the dead bod\ thioup-h the town. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon hie 

Meinb(‘r be plej ised t(» state wluMliei an\ attempt was made to find <)ut 
tile relatives ot the iliM eased beloit* the dead l>od\ was sent to the clema- 
tion prround? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I <lo not know whether 
a search was made for tfie relatives. Communications were carried 
on with those who came to the District Mapristrate. Whetlmr they W(*re 
relatives or friends, 1 cannot .say. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdl: Will the Hon'ble 

Member be pleased to state the reasons for refusinj? to allow the dead 
body to be taken to the villajre by the relative.s? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have just answered this 
in reply to another question. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Hon’hle Member 
be pleased to state what orders have been passed on the petition of 
complaint against Mr. llodson, the District Superiuteiideiit of Police? 

Tha Haufbla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Orders have not yet been 

passed. 
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Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI; Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that respectable citizens 
of Dacca, on receivin/JT information that the dead body was being' 
removed to the burning ghat, sent their officers to take charge of the 
cremation ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have no information on 
that point. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the lloirblei Member be 
pleased to state whether it is usual to liave an extra-judicial inquiry 
made under orders of the District Magistrate when the inquiry is 
pending? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I <an n(>t say anything 
about wliat is usual, but the imiuiry was held under the Criminal Pro- 
cedure (Vide. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the \\onh\e Member be 
pleased to slate if he knows of any case in whi< h this was done? 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes Die Budge Budge 
riot in connection with the Koiiimjata Maru case. 


Inspection of Technical and Industrial 8chools. 

M34. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (rt) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries DejKirtment Ik? pleased to 
state what was tlie amount of travelling allowance drawn bv the 
Iusjx»ctor of Technical and Industrial Schools during the last five 
financial years ? 

(h) What is the practice in the Industries Department regarding 
submission of tour pr(»grammes and tour diaries by tifficeis? 

(r) Are there any .standing ordeis in this connectifui? 

{(1) If .so, are these orders strictly folbiwed by the dejxirtmental 
officeivS ? 

(c) Will the IToiTble Minister lie pleased to lay on the table a fopy 
of those orders together with copies of tour programmes and tour 
diaries of the Inspector of Technical and Industrial Schtxds for the 
months of Decemlier, 1921b and January and February, 1930, wdth the 
Director of Industries orders thereon, if any ? 
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(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) whether more than one school was insivctcd by this officer 
in any one day during 1927, 1928 and 1929 ; 

(h) if 80 , how many each day and on which dates; 

(iii) the mileage travelled by road on each of these dates; 

(ir) the names of the schools thus insj>ecte»l; and 

(r) the duration of inspection of each of these ‘Reloads separately^ 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. Faroqui): (o) 

A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) All gazetted officers of the department and siil^)rdinate heads 
of institutions submit projiosals for tours l)ebne they are undertakers 
and the orders of the Director of Industries are obtained. f«‘juirat6' 
tour diaries are .'^bmitted but the officei*s in submitting their rejK>rt8 
and statements tor preparation of travelling allowance bills g^^e full 
details of the visits made. 

(r) Yes. 

id) Y e.-' : sitve when emergent journeys have to b«* made lM»fore the 
orders ot the Director of Industries can Iw* obtained. 

(c) A cojjy of the standing <u’(ler and an abstract <rf tour programnie.'i 
of Ins} >e( toi of dec hn leal and InduMtrial Institutions for tlie months 
ot DecemlHn-, Jamiars and February last, as a|*pro\ed iiy Director of 
Industiies, are laid on the table. 

if) <>) Yes. 

(ii), (ni) and in*) A statement is laid on the taiffiv 

(r) rhe information a^-ked for is not on reconl. 


Stutf'nit lit n ft rrn! to ni n />li/ to rUiitff (a) of fttnrred t/ur^tion .\fi. 134 '. 

Dt25.20 IN. 1,1S:N9 trom 10th August, 1925. 

1920-27 IN. l,9.S8-7. 

1927- 28— IN. 2,270-11, 

1928- 29— IN. 2,407-7. 

1929- iO— IN. 8.4Xti-18. The increase is due to the fact that the 
inspections of Weavintr ScIkkiIs had to be done by the Inspector of 
Technical and Industrial Institutions in the absence of the Assistant 
Inspector of Weaving Sch<MiIs on dejiutation to Serampore as officiating: 
Principal. 
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Copy of Standing Order referred to in reply to clause (e) of starred 
question No. 134. 

Standing Order No. 42. 

Tour Programme. 

All touring gazetted officers of the dejiartment and heads of institu- 
tions will please Hubmit tour programme to head office at least IQ days 
before the journey is to commence. An effort will be made to com- 
municate the Director of Industries’ approval to it before the tour is 
to commence, but should this l)e not done, the absence of instructions 
may be assumed to imply approval. 

In case of unforeseen urgent journey, the above practice need not 
be adhered to. The journey sh(»uld be undertaken but the fact should 
be re|M)rted to head office immediately the journey is commenced. 

The to\ir i)n)gramme should l>e submitted in the sample fonn 
enclosed. 


(nevise<l fonn.) 


Tour programme of 

for the month of 


193 . 


I>nto and iunt' of 

Nanu' of 

Dato of 
arrival 

|)Htv of 
depart urt* 

1 

1 

r*ur[K>sf* 
of visit. 

departure from 
haadquartara. 

HtatioDH to tn* 
visit^nl. 



i 

1 






(Signature) 

(Designation) 

Memo. No 

Copy submitted to the Dii*ector of Industries, Bengal, for fhvour of 
ills approval. 

(Signature) 

(Designation) 

JDated. 193 . 
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An ahstract of the tour programmes of the iMpector of Technical and 
Industrial Institutions referred to in reply to clause (r) of starred 
question Xo. 134. 


Datea. 

Plac'ee visited. 

Pur|>oao. 

4th to 8th De<-omber. 
1929. 

Chittaifon^ and 

Noakhali. 

Acoompaiuetl Director of ludustries to 
atteml a fonfomu'** for the |>ro(K)afHl 
Technual Schiwl at Pahartah and 
thereafter inMfXH‘te«l the following 
Weaving Srhoob in the diHtri<<ta of 
Chittagong and Noakhali - 

(1) Katirhat Weaving iSeluKil. 

(2) Weet Sat harm and Fatehnagar 

Weaving SoImkiIs 

(.3) Sn'eimr Kharandwip Weaving 
S«)nK>l 

(4) liulain Wea\ing Si'Ikm)!, 

(5) Zorwarganj Weaving SrluHtl. 

(0) Ih'gutnganj U'liaving Srhool 

. (7) Katehfuir WeuMng Srhool 

9th and l*>th 

1929. 

Oik cu 

InH[>«'<'t<sl Sir Sahinullnh Orphanage 
and 1 >afcn Weaving Sidiool ami 
Htt«‘nd«<<l the eoneh Hhell eiitting 
dernoiiHtration 

17th to 19th 1 ><‘(omlK‘r. 
1929 1 

Jalfmi^Min and 

Ilinajpur 

InH|KMl4Ml IVnpatetK Wen\ ing S< hmila. 

20th 1929 

Palma 

InMjMM t4<«l 'reehnieal Si IkmiI. DiHtriet 
VVeii\ ing Si hool and Sujaniigar Pen- 
{•atetie Weaving Si IhmiI. 

Slit Dpccmbor, 1929, to 
10th Jan uar>\ 1920. 

.•\llahaba 4 i. Ik*nar«*«. 
Patna. Hhagalpur 
and (iaya. 

ViHit4<i<l Teihnieal S^-IuhiIh at those 
pla(*eM. 

24th to 27th January. 
1930. 

MaKJa 

Attended annivenMir\ of the Malda 
Silk Union. 

28ih Jaiiuan', 1930 

Kanchrafmra 

Visited the place to diwuMH hostel 
cpiestion with the local com- 

mittee of the Kanchrafmra Technical 
School. 

28th January, 1930 . . 

1 

Guaalia 

Visited the place to ailvise Sir Daniel 
Hamilton on his Weaving School. 

8th February, 1930 

Bunlwan 

Attended meeting of the sub-committee 
ol tlie Burdwan Technical S<'hool. 

18th February, 1930 . . 

Amta 

Visited the Peripatetic Weaving School 
there. 

21st February, 1930 . . 

Baranagore 

Visited Industrial 8<*hooIs there. 

21st to 28th February, 
1930. 

Da^'ca 

Visited I>istrwH Weaving School and 
Ahaanulla School of Kngineering. 
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Statement referred to tfi reply to clo/use if) (»), (m) and (iv) of starred 
question No. 134. 


Date. 

hfumberof ! 

aohoola 

inHf»efted. 

Number of 
miles 
travelled. 

Names of srhools inspected. 

2lMt July, 1927 

2 

Mdea. 

20 

Keoropuktir (by motor) and Gangarai 
(In boat) Tnriustrial Schools. 

22nd Novpml>er, 1927 



Fiarrackpore VVcaleyan Mission School 
and Ishapore Technical School. 

12th Deceml>er, 1927 

3 

17 

Harnkrishna Mission .School, MoFiarak- 
pur, and .S+dmiahail Peripatetic Weav- 
ing SrlKK>ls (Burtlwan district) (by 
motor). 

19th Deconihor, 1927 


H 

Itangpur Tc<-hni<'al SchcK)I and Mondal- 
ghat Peripatetic WtMiviny School (by 
motor) 

17th January, 192K .. 

2 

r»o 

Aidwl Weaving Schools at Hulain (by 
larnt) and Katirhat (by motor). 

2lHt January, 1928 . . 

4 

38 

Aidcil Weaving Sihools at Satbaria,. 
Fatehnugar and Barama and Indus- 
trial School at Pahartah (b_\ motor). 

22nd January, I92H .. 

2 

28 

Aulfsl Weaving .Schools at Kharan- 
dwip and Manderghat (by lioat). 

Slat January, 192K 

2 


Geaf anil Dumb School and Government 
Tci hnical School at liuriaal. 

lat ()ctoh<'r, 1 928 


3 

Kashikishore Technical School and 
Deaf and Dumb School at Mymen- 
singh 

0 th Dcocmlier, 1928 . . 

2 

r.i 

Danltana and .Sholat Weaving Schoola 
(b% motor). 

10th July, 1929 

2 


Wesleyan Mission Scliool and Govern- 
ment Weaving School, Uankura. 

20th July, 1929 

•> 

14 

Boys’ and Women’s Indiistrial S<*hool8, 
Keiinipiiktir (F>y motor). 

2(Hh Auguat, 1929 . . 

2 

4(» 

Kamgarh Peripatetic Weaving Sidiool 
and MulnaiKire Weaving S<'hool (by 
motor). 

6ih DtH'tnnlH^r, 1929 . . 


44 

Industrial School. Paliartali, and Weav- 
ing School, Katirhat (by motor). 

3rd I)ec«mlH>r, 1929 . . 

3 

08 

Weaxing Schools at Satbaria, Hulain 
and Kharandwip (by motor). 

71 h l>f' ernlH'r, 1929 . . 

o 

0 

Oovernment Weaving School. Zorwar- 
ganj. Ghittagong and aidi»»l Weaving 
Schtx»l, Feni, NtJakhah (b) motor). 

8th IlecKMid^cr, 1929 . . 

2 

57 

liegumganj CJovenimeiit Weaving 

S<*bool and Fatehpur Aided School. 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state with reference to the standinjf order reffard- 
ing Tour Programme whether approval was taken to the tour of the 
Inspector of Technical Education for touring in Allahabad. Patna, 
Bhagalpur and (laya immediately after the Christmas holidays y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI : 1 want notu'c. 

Drinking water-supply at Basantapur Railway station. 

*135. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) h ihv llon'ble Mcmlno in 
charge of the Ibiblic AVork>i (Kailwa>s) Depai tiinMit aware that the 
water of the well at the llasantapur Itailway station in the Faridpur 
Branch line of the Eastern Bengal Hailway has long Ikmui declared as 
unsafe for drinking on chemical examination? 

(h) Is the Iloji’hle MeinlsM- also aware that there is no provision 
for supfdyiiig drinking water either ti> passengers or to the railway 
employees at the sai<l station for more than a yeai ? 

(r) AVhat Steps, if an\ , arc the (loverniiuuit (‘onteinj)Inting taking 
in th(‘ matter ? 

MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes 

ih) Ve.s, But this station lnung sitiial«Mi in didtaic Bengal there 
are numerous soun es of sujtply in tin* vicinity of tin* station whii h 
local ]>ass(*nge?s may use. Basantapur station is <m a bianch line and 
thereloit* ik) through passengers are carried for long distances. 

(r) The Hiiilway Administration pro|K>se to sink a tuhe-well at 
this station during the year Ifh'B-ds?. if funds jx'rmit. 


Arrests and conviction for disobeying orders under section 144# 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

•136. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'hle Mtunk^r 
in charge of the Political Department Ih> please<l to lay on the table a 
statement .showing for the months of Apiil, May, June and July, 
1930— 

(i) the number <»f persons an*ested, and 
til) the nunil>er of persons convicted 

in this Presidency for disobeying orders under section 144, Uriminal 
Procedure Code? 
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Til* Hoif*bl« Mr, W. O. II. PRfllTfOE: (t) 554. 

(ii) 449. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: WiU the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state how many of the cases were defended and 
how many were undefended? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That I cannot say 

off-hand. 


Ufittarrad Quastiont 

(antwars to which wara laid on tha tabla). 

Grand Trunk RoadL 

176. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public W4)rks Department be pleased to state 
whether any money has l)een sanctioDe<l from the Road Development 
Fund for the improvement of the (Irand Trunk Road? 

(/i) Is the Hon’ ble Minister aware that the portion of the Grand 
Trunk Road within the jurisdiction of the Howrah municipality is 
likely to be treated with tar in the course of the year? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Howrah municipality has been giviniDT its 
important roads adjoining- the Grand Trunk Road a tar surface? 

(fi) Is it a fact that the Grand Tinink Road within the municipal 
limits (rf Howrah <-om|Kire very unfavourably with some of the muni- 
cifml roads adjoining it, viz., Avenue Hoad, Panchanantala Road, 
Guru (’haran Hoy Ghowdhurv Ghat Poail, Raj Narayan Roy ('how- 
dhury Ghat Road, etc.? 

(c) Is it a fact that a large |)ortioii of the (trand Trunk Roatl out- 
side the inuiiiei|wlity of Howrah has bei»n tar-painted at Government 
exfx'nse ? 

{f) If the answer to (v) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to .state why tlie |H»rtion within the municipality 
of Howrah is being differently treated? 

MINISTER in charge ef PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon*bla Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui): (a) Yes. 

,, (6) Yes, if funde are available. 

(c) Yes, 
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(d) Some portions of the Grand Trunk Road within the Howrah, 
municipality may be in a worse condition than some of the municipal 
roads, but this is by no means the case throughout. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The municipality have refuseil to pay the share of cost pro- 
posed by Government. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be^ 
pleased to state >vhethcr other municipalities contribute towards the 
repairs of Government roads lying in their jurisdiction ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: No 

Rai Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: Will the Ilon’hle Minister he 
be pleased to state wliether the municipality of Howrah has the right to 
suggest any modifications to the share of cost proposed hy (iovernmeiitP 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: The matter is 
now' the subject-matter of negotiations with the ('huirmun of the Howrah 
municipality. 

■abu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether the license fees realised 
from the motor cars and motor buses go to the Howrah municipal funds 
or to Government P 

The Hon'blf Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: I want notice. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; Will the Honide 

Minister he pleased to state whether it is a fact tlial no part of fees 
realised from motor cars and buses go direct to tlie Howrah municipal 
funds P 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: I want notice. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon hlcc 
Minister he pleascMl to state whether the financial condition of the 
Howrah municipality is such that no attempt should he made to levy 
some contribution from them for maintaining a road w'liic h is of use not 
only to the Howrah munic ipality alone hut also to other munic ipelities 
as w’ell P 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: 1 have nothing 
further to add. 
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Public ifbrarici. 

177, MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) Will the HoVble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to enun- 
yciate the jwlicy of Governnnmt towards the promotion and upkeep of 
the public libraries in Bengal ? 

(h) Do the Government recognise t\\f^ public libraries as important 
factors in promoting adult education'’' 

{(') Are the Governineiit ( rmsidering the desirability of — 

(i) allotting fiuuls for the furtherance of public libraries; 

(ii) presenting Gov«*rnment publications to at least one library 

in each municif>ality or within each thana in rural areas; 

(in) arranging for a short course of tijiining for llbraiy workers 
either at the Im[M*rial Library or at th(‘ University of 
(’alcutla or Dacca; 

Xir) deputing representatives to attend the Provincial and All- 
India Libraries’ Gonference; and 

(r) o|)eiiing a Bureau of Information in the Education Department 
to assist the piihlic libraries in the province'' 

The Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (n) and ih) The pro- 
motion and upkeep of public libraries is not so much the direc t (‘on- 
<‘ern of the Provincial Governnn*nt as a matter foi- public liberality 
and co-o|M‘ration. Governmc'iit theiefore only consi(hM- tin* grant of 
assistance in s|M*cial cases. 

(c) (/) No; <‘Xcept in accordance with the jHdicy described in 
answer to (a) and (b) al>ove. 

(ii) No; applications for free supply of Go\ernment publications 
are dealt with sejmrately on their merits. No library is consideied 
eligible for free supply if not oi>en free to the public', and if the exi>ense 
of freo supply is not justified by the extra publicity exiH*cted for the 
publications to be supplied. 

(ill) No. 

(ir) No; deputation of ix*pre'*entatives is not at preeent under 
consideration. 

(r) No. 

Rii Bihaclur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many libraries are at present subsidi.sed 
by Government? 
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TIm Hmi’M* Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
member to the answer to a subsequent question in to-day’s Af^enda 
Paper. 

ilUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: With roferenoe to (h), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government reto^rnise 
public libraries as important factors in promoting; adult education y 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the 

member to answers to (ti) and (h). 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: With reierence to (i). will 
thJHon’ble Minister be ]>leased tf> state whether he is u;^reeable tt) make 
better provision of ^rrants to libraries in the next year’s bud);etP 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing' fur. 
ther to add. 


Rewards to panchayats and members of union boards. 

17S. Mr. 8AILESWAR 8INCH ROY! (a) Will the lion ble 
Minister in cliar^'-e of the liocal Self-G»>vernment l)e}»oi tnuMit Is* pleas(*d 
to state — 

(f) wh(*thcr the district IsKird?. control the Mdf-j^overnin^ jvortion 
()1 the woi k flone h\ the union hoaids; and 
{ii) whetiier the i)r(‘si(lent s and the ineinbers of tin* union IxMirds 
are r»‘warded for their puieral ffornl work or only for their 
works (hnie in rcsjR*ct tff s«*ctioii .‘G (a) of the llen^al 
Villa^re Self-Govenuiient Act, 1919 ( Ibui^al ;\cl V of 
i919rr 

{h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is that the presidents and member» 
are rewarded for their ffeneral j^ood work, will the Ilon’lile Minister 
be pleased to state whether the chairmen of district hoards are con- 
sulted l«»foie rewardinif presidents and niemWrs of the union Iniards? 

(c) If the an-swer to (h) is in the negative, will the Ilon’hio 
Minister lie pleased to »tate why they are not consulted? 

(d) Are the Government considering’ the desirahility of consulting 
the chairman of the district Imard concenie<l in future? 

Tbu Hofi’bM Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: (a) (t) District 
boards share' this control with District Magistrates. 


48 
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(ii) Grants are placed at the disposal of Dij||Hc#"*Mapp8trates for 
rewards to presidents and members of onion boards and to presidents 
and members of chaukidari panchayats. The rewards may be given 
for any kind of goinl work. 

(h) and (r) District Magistrates are not required to consult chair- 
men of district boards, but are free to do so if they wish. The chair- 
man of the district board has in most cases no information as to the 
comj)arj»tive merits of union boards and theii- office-bearers (»ther than 
that derived from re[M>rls of f'ircle Offiters and Subdi visional Officers, 

(d) No. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: AVill the Hon ’hie 

Minister be [deased to state wdiether Goveriiinent are aware of any ease 
in wliich tin* chairmen of district boards were consulted? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: Government ard 

not aware of such cases. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: With reference to (h) and (c), 
will tlie II<»n’ble Minister be pleased to state it it is not a fact that the 
budgets of rewards made by the \inion hoards are submitted to the 
chairmen of district hoards for api)roval? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI : Yes. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will th.‘ Hon’hle Minister he 
pleasi'd toslat<’ wlu’tlier that hudg<‘t ought to giv(* I lie i hainnen sufh( lent 
data to form an opinion about the union hoaids conccMiunl ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: I want noti('e. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: With reference to the 

hitter poi'tion <d the reply to (h) and (c), will the Ilon'hle ^finister he 
pleased to s(al(‘ N\heth(‘i it is liaseil oi' his knovhnlge as a chairman of 
district hoard or wlu‘lher he has (drained the information froiu tiovern- 
ment reports? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: I have nothing 

further to add to what 1 stateil in the repl.s . 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Ilon’hle Minister^ 
pleased to slate the ground for refusing to ask (he District Magistrate 
to consult the chairmen of di.strict boards in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: It ill take some 
time for Goveniment to examine the quewtion before Government can 
a«k ti e District Magistrate to consult the c.hairmau. 
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Kkm tahaAr MMivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Tg the Ifon'Mp Minister 
anan* that the latter part of his reply 1 linve referre*! to above is 
absolutely incorrect H 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is lio question and I tlo not allow it. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: W id tW lion Me 

Minister be pleased to state whotlier or not (loveniinent eonsidfu- tlio 
desirability of cirenlarising district officers to consult tlie cbainuen of 
district boards in the matter of rewards in future, as they are competent, 
by reason of their peisonal knowledge of tin* workiii); of union iioards, 
to expri^iw their personal opinhni witli rejjfanl to the recipients ot certi- 
fic^ites aud rewards for inentorious union hoanl work ^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid \onr question is nnnecessarily 

Uujf. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: I would refer the 
nienihei to an''Wcl^ (A) ami (c). 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle 
Minister he jdcasfvl tfi issm* iiistnn tioiis to District Ma}^is<rat(*s to 
('oiisuU ( liairnnm ot district boards in the matter^ 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: T would refer 

tin* imMiibci to the l:l^t scjitcmc ot ni\ n‘jd\ to Ot) and (c). 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Is the Ilon’lde Minister (‘iitilhnl to fjfet 
lielp Iroiu the Secretary 'f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How can you prevent him from inakin^»' the best 
us<* of his Secretai N h ( Laiif^hter.) 

Mr. B. Cl CHATTERtlEE: Then \\h\ should (iovf'rnimmt pav a 
salary to Mmistcis and to Sc<i<*iar!es as \Mdrr 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a cpiestion likely to he answered hy the 
IIoiTble Minister. ( lgau|^Hiter. ) 

^ Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the HonHde 
Minister be pleased t<i state whether he is aware of any instances in 
whiedi the chairmen of district boards were consulted before awarding 
prizes to members of union iMiardsy 

Tilt Hoil’bla Kfiiii Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: 1 have already 
answered that question. 



7fi2 


QUESTIONS. 


Auo., 


Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKEMEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether his inability to answer questions promptly 
is due to the fact that he is new to the office? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow that question. 


Water-supply within Basirhat Municipality. 

179. Mauivi MUHAMMAD 8AADATULLAH; (a) Will the 

Ilon’bk* Minister in charge of the Local Self-doverninent Department be 
pleaswl to state whether it has been brought to his notice that the 
Commissioners of the Jlasirhat Municipality in the district of the 
24 -I*arganas have systematically neg-lected to prf>vi(le for supply of 
drinking water in the areas known as Saini>alu, Khordlwlia and other 
Mussalinan villages? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the (Government are considering 
the desirability of allotting any sum from provincial revenues to 
lelieve the water scarcity in these areas? 

(c) Is it a fact that tube-wells are being sunk by the Basirhat 
munici|)ality in Hindu localities where the Cannichael Kesene tank 
ami other sources of drinking water exist while no provision has been 
made for sinking tube-wells in Muhammadan hxailities? 

(fl) Is it a fact that Anjuman-e-Khadeniul Islam of Basirhat made 
n rei>resentati(»n to the Ilon’ble Minister drawing his attention to the 
action of the Basirhat Municipality in connection with the sinking of 
tul>e-wells ? 

(c) If so, what acdion, if any, has been taken in the matter? 

The Hon*IMe Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: {a) No. 

(/») Does not arise. 

(c) A tulu*-well has been sunk near the (’armicdiael Ileserve tank, 
but is reiK>rted to have bt'en unsuccessful. The municipality are said 
to have drawn uj) a programme f<»r the ecjuable distribution of wells. 

{(f) No; but a cop\ of a letter to the chairman of the munici{)ality 
was sent to the Minister. 

(f) This was forwarded to the Commissioner for disposal and the 
writei informed. 
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Union boordt and alootoral warda. 

ltd. Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) AVill the Hoirble 
Minister in charge of the IxK’al Self-Government Detmrtment be 
pleased to state, district by district, the number of union l)oards that 
have ward divisions 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there are many union 
IxMirds that have not been divided into electoral wards, though the local 
"people are in favour of it 

(t) Does the ITon’ble Minister intend to take any stejis in th\ 
matter? 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: (a) A statement 
is laid on the table showing re8|x»ctively the number (d unions with 
'Uid without wards. 

(h) liocal opinion varies. 

(r) Government do not pn>fK)se to interfere with the discretion 
of District Gfii(er> in tlu* exercise of their powers under rule 1? of the 
Union Board Election Rules. 


Statement referred to in the rejd}/ to rhiuse (a) of nnstarrrd 
question So. ISO. 


Narnf* of cimtrirt. 

Niimlx'r of 
union boanlM 

Ihiil have 
wnni iliviHioMM. 

Nurnlier of 
union lH)anlN 
that have not 
Uwn tliviih^l 
into plfH'tomI 
wania 

BupfJwan 


Nil 

Pirbhuni 

J74 

Nil 

Hankura 

\h:\ 

Nil 

Hooghlv 

J2fi 

Nil 

Howrah 

S2 

Nil 

?4Parganas 

hfl 

A3 

NaJia 

194 

70 

Munihiclabad 

10 

147 

Juaaore 

f»:i 

19H 

Khulna 

10 

111 

Dacca 

o‘>7 

91 

M^-mensingh . . 

*9 

.194 

Faridpur - . 

199 

32 

Hakarganj . . 

70 

84 

Chittagong . . . . 

108 

49 

Tippera 

253 

Nil 

Noakhali 

.17 

111 

Rajahahi 

1.1H 

Nil 

Dinajpur 

Nil 

278 

Rangpur . . . . 

161 

156 

Bogra 

17 

115 

Makla 

Nil 

92 

Darjeeling 

Nil 

1 

Pabna 

148 

Nil 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the It<m’ble 
Miniftter he pleased to state whether Government eoiiiider it desira'ble 
to consult the chairmen of district boards in the matter? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: I wantnoticeu 


Public libraries. 

181. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the Hon hie 

Minister in chnr^e (»f the Edination Dejjartnient he pleased to lay on 
the <ahle ji stnteinent showinj^- - 

(а) a list of piihli<' libraries existinfr at present in Rental — 

( 7 ) which are receiving repilar Government pants, 

(ii) which are receivin^f free siip|)ly of Government piihli(‘ations, 
and 

(iu) which have received building grants duiing the la^t fi\e >ears; 
(h) a list of registered libraries existing at present in each district; 

and 

(r) a statement of grants to the public libiaries jjiovided by the 
Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: ( 7 /) (/) The Navadwip 
Ideal Idbiaiy, district Nadia, is tlie only library which receives a 
monthly grant of Ks. 25 from this department. The following institu- 
tions also receive grants from Government, but mt separate grants are 
given to the libraries attached to them: — 

(1) Calcutta University Institute. 

(2) Bangiya Suhvtya Pari.sad. 

(f‘f) Sanskrit Saliitya Parisad. 

( 11 ) A statement is laid on the table, 

(Hi) None. 

(б) A statement is laid on the table. 

{c) The information is contained in the answer to {a) (i) above. 
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S^temeut referred }o in the re/dif tn chiuse (b) of unstarred 
(/uestion JSI, 


-The fkaiues of pul)lir lihrarii^s whith nro m’eivinjr free supply O- 
Goveiluuettt publications are shown l>e!ow : — 

1,* Honorary SeiTetary, Ram Mohon Library and Free Reading 
% Room, Cab utta. 

2* Libra! iaii, Ram Mohon Roy Library and Reading Room, 
Dacca. 

j 8. Librarian, Annada (bdiinda Public Tdbrarv. Pabna, 

Librarian, 'I’ilak I’ublic liibrarv, Raniganj, Riirdwan. 
o, Tiibrariun, Ramprasud Libiary, Halisahar, 24-Parganas. 

(>. Tdbrarian, Nortlibrook Hall Library, Dacca. 

7. Se<‘re<arv, Rally Publie Library, Howrah. 

8. Secietary, liankura 1‘ublic Idbrary, Hankura. 

fb Secretaiy, Huidwan Raj Publii* f/ibrary, Hurdwan. 

10. Se( retaiy. (’Iiaifannya Library, (’alcufta. 

11. SecretaiT, Diamond Jubilee Library, Rbobi. 

V2. Secretai>, Mada?ipui Public library, Madaripur. 

Id. Secretar\ , Hooglily Public Idbrary, ('hinsura. 

14. Secretary, J(*ss<ue I’ublic Library, Jessore. 

lf>. Secietary, Konnagore ibiblic Library, Konnagore. 

10. Se< retaiy, Midnapore Publii- library, Midnapore. 

17. Secretar\, Noakliali Town Hall liibrarv, Noakhali. 

18 SecretarN’, Seiainpore Public Library, Serampore. 

10. Secretary, Sibpur Public Library, Sibpur. 

!w’0. Secietaiy, ITiited Reading Room, ('alcutta. 

‘Jl. SeiietaiN, Wilkinson Public Library, Kallmpong. 

*^'2. Homoary Sei retary. Hem (’handru Tdbrary and I'Oee Reading 
Room. Kiiblerjioie. 

2d. Honorai v Secretar\ , Duke Public Jiibiarv, Howrab. 

24. Joint Secretary, Krisbnagore Public Libiary, Nadia. 

25. President, Michael Library, Kidder|>ore. 

26. President, Durkha Fnion Library, Kurseong, Darjeeling. 

27. Pre.sident, Kasiswari Darjeeling I’ublic Library and Reading 

Room, Darjeeling. 

28. Idbrarinn, Public Library, Barisal. 

29. Librarian, Noakhali Town Hall Library, Noakhali. 
dO. Secretary, Public Reading Room, Kalimpong. 

31. Honorary Secretary, Cottage Library’ and Bhowanipore 
Institute, Calcutta. 
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No, 281, 

List of libraries (registered under Act XXI) in Bengal 
aooording to districts. 

CAIXMTTTA. 

1. Chaitannya Library and Beadon Square Literary Club. 

2. Bai^^hbazar Ileadiiifc Library. 

3. Dalhounie Institute. 

4. United Heading’ Room. 

3. Hainiiiolion Library and Free Reading Room. 

G. Baridhab Library. 

7. (3ietla Nityananda Library. 

8. SaruKwati Institute and Free Reading Room. 

J). Boys’ Own Libraiy and Young Men’s Institute. 

10. Kasba Public Library. 

11. Cottage Library and Bbow’anipore Institute. 

12. Suburban Reading Club. 

13. All)ert Institute. 

14. Narkeldangu Sir Gurudas Institute. 

16. Hein Chandra Librarj'. 

IG. Belegbata Sandhya Samiti (Sadharan Pustakagar). 

17. North Fntally Kainala Library. 

18. Kumartuli Institute. 

19. Jorabagan Club. 

20. Ashutosh Mukerjee Memorial Institute. 

HOWRAH. 

21. Friends’ Union Club. 

22. Maju Public Lilmiry. 

23. Sibpur Public Librarj*. 

24. Duke Public Libi-ary. 

25. Howrah Literary* Association (Sahitya Sammilan). 

26. Ramkrishnapur Library and Friends’ Century Club. 

27. Madhab Memorial Library. 

28. Howrah Town Club. 

29. Howrah Gouria Baisnab Sammilani. 
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30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 


34. 


35 . 


36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 


40. 

41. 


42. 

43. 


44. 


45. 


46. 

47. 


Society for the Manajifement of Tttarpara Public Library. 

Serampore Public Librnrj’ and Mutual Improvement Associa* 
tion. 

T'ttarpara Saraswat Sammilan. 

Friends’ Library. 

KonnafTiir Public Librarv' and Free Readinf? Room. 

Ransberia Public Library, 
rttarbahini Librnry. 

llaripal Kailash Chandra Sadharan Pathajrar. 

Mohes Public Library and Free Readinjr Room. 

Chatra Rcadinjr Room and Library. 


24.PAROANAS. 

Dhakuiia Public Library. 

Taki Sadharan PusUiakalaya () Pathaj^ar. 
Raiikiin Sahiiya Saniniilun. 

Peojile’s Association, (laruliu and Nawpara. 

BCRDWAN. 

Youn^f Men's Muslim AsscK-iution. 

NADIA. 

Ranajrhat Public Library. 

JALPAIGURI. 

Jalpaiguri Public Reading Room. 
Jalpaiguri Institute. 

MFRSHIDABAD. 


48. Bani Mandir. 
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49. Chittaifong Institute. 

RANGPFR. 

50. Ranp^mr Instituto. 

51. Ranfq)ur Public Library. 

PABNA. 

52. Aniiada Gobinda Publir- Library. 

50. Sthal Bancc Mandir. 

BOGRA. 

54. Bopra Kshatrya Samiti. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAi MAHA8AI: AVill the Ilou ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he considers prants to three libraries in f’alrutta 
and to one in the inufassal sufticient to int‘et the (it‘inands of the 
Presidency ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Xo 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that suitable plants are made to libr.iiies in the Madras 
Presidency ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I cannot allow tliat quest loa. It is not within 
the ropnlr.anrp of the Ilon’ble Minister as |(» whai :/ranl.s are made in 
Madras. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: If the Inspector of 
Technical Education can be allowed to visit Allahabail, Benares and 
other places, why is it not that the lloirble Mini.ster can be expected to 
make inquiries a.s to the prants in Madra.s? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is quite a different matter. You do not 
know under what circumstances and for what purposes the Inspector of 
Technical Education toured in those places. 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Billi 1930. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will reineiiiher that when I first 
plaeed before it the motion of Mr. Sarat Kumar ]b>y rejrardinjf referenee 
of the Bill to a Select C’ommittee, I ^ave hon’hle memlHU's to uiulei stand 
that I would divide tl»e motion into two parts while puttinj; it to vote. 
In the first part lies the principle of the moti<in, viz., whether or not the 
Bill shorld he referred to a sele< t coTumittee. 1 shall put the fiist part 
first. If that is atcepted, then and then only 1 sliall put tin* sec'ornl 
part, ('ontainiiifr the names of those who will foim tin select loinmittee, 
together witli such other motions, hearing other names, as are in ortler. 

Therefore, the (juestion before the House is that (he Bengal (Huial) 
Primary Kdmation Bill, IfKtO, he referred to a selec t committee*. 

Tile motion was put and lost. 

[Here all the elected Hindu memheiN jiresent with some exceptions 
left the (’hainher]. 

The motion that the Bill he taken into consideration was tluuj put 
and agreed to. 


(la use 1. 

The fcdlowing motions were called hut not moved: — 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI to move that in ( lausc* 1 

(/), line 1, the word and hrackels “(Burali” shall he oniittt*d. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY, Raja Bahadur 
BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur, and Mauivi ABDUL 

HAMID 8HAH to move that in clause 1 (/>, line 1, before tin* word 
“ primary ” tiie ^\ord free ” .shall he in.serted. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI to move that in clause 1 
lines 2 — 4, aft<*r the \\ord “ (’alcutta the words h('ginning with 
“and any area” and ending with “Bengal Municipal Act, 1884,” 
shall he omitted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY to move that for clause 1 ( i), 
the following shall he substituted, namely: — 

“ (J) (a) ('hapter II shall come into force in whole or in part in 
tack districts or parts thereof on such date as the Local (iovernment 
may by notification direct ; such date not being more than one year 
from the commencement of this Act. 
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(b) The other provisions of this Act shall come into force, in whole 
or in part, in such districts or parts of districts on such dates as the 
Local Government may by notification direct, on the recommendations 
of the Board ; and for this purpose different dates may be appointed 
for different provisions of this Act and for different districts or parts of 
districts.’* 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 1 (3), 
the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

(3) {a) Chapter II shall come into force, first in part in parts of 
districts as a tentative measure for an experimental period of four years 
and if successful, it should come into force in whole in those parts only 
where experimented; and afterwards be extended to the wliole area of 
such districts; but in either case, the Local Government may by 
notification direct such date being not less than one year from the 
commencement of this Act. 

(h) The other provisions of the Act sluill <’ome into force, first in 
parts and then in wliole, in parts of such districts and then in whole 
districts cm such dat(‘s, as the Lo<al Government may on the 
recommendations of the Board, by notification direct; and for this 
p\irpose different dates may be appointed for different provisions of this 
Act, and for different districts, or parts of districts.” 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that tor clause 1 (3), 
the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ (3) It shall come into force, first in part and then in whole in 
parts of such districts, and then in the whole districts, as the Local 
Government may by notification direct and for this purpose different 
dates may be appointed for different provisions of the Act and for 
different districts or parts of districts; but in either case a period 
of one year shall be allowed to make the legislation effective.” 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE to move that in clause 1 (J), line 
2, after the words “siudi dates” the words “not before the lat April, 
19.12” shall be inserted. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA and Rai Bahadur SATISH 
CHANDRA MUKHAR4I to move that in clause 1 (3), lines 2 and 3, 
after the words “the Ixm‘u 1 Government may” the words “on the 
recommendation of the Central Primary Education Committee” shall 
be inserted. 
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Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA to move that at the end of 

ciauae 1 (J), after the proviso, the following proviso shall be added, 
namely ; — 

“Provided also that the Local (joveniment may, by notification, 
after consulting the releAunt District Si hool Board extend the operation 
of this Act to any area which has been or may bt* iiu luded within any 
Municipality under the Bengal Municiiml Act, 1884.” 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY to move that to clause I (.D, 
the following proviso shall he added, namely: — 

“Provided also that the Local Government shall not direct that 
chapter IV of the Act shall come into force in such districts or parts 
of districts where provision cannot be made for free primary education 
of ail male children within one year from such notifiiation.” 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: The (juestion is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


(louse 2. 

The folhiuing motion** were called hut not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move that in clause 2 (/), 
lines 1 and 2, h(*fore the word “instruction” the word “secular” shall 
bo added. 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY to move that after clause 2 (7), the 
following suh-cluuse {hi) he inserted, namely: — 

''(la) ‘annual value’ of any land, estate or tenure means the total 
rent which is payable, or, if no rent is actually payable, would, on a 
reasonable assessment, he luiyahle, during the year by all the (ultivating 
raiyats of such land, <*state or tenure, or by other persons in the ac tual 
use and occupation thereof less a deduction of fifteen per cent.” 

Btbu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI to move that for clause 
2 (2), the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“(2) ‘Board’ means a district or municipal Board.” 

Mr." BUOY PRA8AO 8INGH ROY to move that in clause 2 (2), 
line 1, for the words “District School Board” the words “Jjocal Primary 
Education Board” shall be substituted. 
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’^Mr. BUOY PRASAD ItNCH ROY to move that in danse 2 ( 2 ), 
liiie 1, for the words “District School Board” the words “District 
J^inj^ry School Board” shall he substituted. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAO 8INCH ROY <0 move that for clause 2 (J),- 
the followinjf shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ ‘child’ means a child who is not less than five and not more than 
fifteen years of aj?e.” 


Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 2 (J), line 
2, after the word “a^e” the words “in the case of boys and ten in the 
C(i6e of pirls” shall be inserted. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY and Mr. S. M. BOSE to move 
that to clause 2 (•?), the words “not less than eleven years” shall be 
added. 


Mr. S. M. BOSE, Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH, and Dr. 
AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that in clause 2 (J), lines 2 and 
3, the words “or otlier pnvscribed a^'‘(‘” slnall be omitted. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI to move that ( hnme 2 { 4 } 
shall be omitted. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE to move that to clause 2 (T), 
the following'' woids slwill be ad<led. namely: — 

“responsible to tin* Director of Public 1 iistnn tioii.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAO SINGH ROY to move that tor clause 2 (V). 
the tbllowiri^»‘ shall bi* .subst it uIcmI, iiamel.\ : — 

“t-S ) ‘District Inspector of S( hools’ means tlie local executive 
educational otlicer in charge of primary education in each district, 
responsible to the ( entral Ibimary Kducation ( ommittee.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move tliat for clause 2 (cV), 
the f(dlowin^ shall be substituted, namel\ : — 

“(vV) ‘Education otHcer in ehaixe of I’linuuy Education’ the 

local executive educational ofheer in ebaige of primary education in each 
district, re.spousible to the authority or authorities of the C?iiiral 
Primary Education Committee.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in 
line 1, for the worde “District Inspector of Schools” the words “Primiiry 
Education OflScer” shall l>e sulistituteiL 
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Mittivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to moyi that in clause 2 (cV), KiiSa 
3 and 4, the words “responsible to the Director of Public Instructioii” 
shall be omitted. ^ 


Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: I be^^ to move that after 
clause 2 (S), the following be inserted, namely: — 

“(<V.4) ‘K(lu< atioiiully backward classes’ means — 

(a) those classes of the non-Moslem population the literacy of 
which according to (he (Vnsus Hepojt is 10 pei cent, or less, 
or 

(h) those classes ot non-Mo>lein people which the Education 
Department enumerates from time to tune as beinjr included 
within the ‘educationally backward classes.”* 


Sir, this IS an addition to a definition or description of the “educa- 
tionally backward classes. ” This amendment has becui m*cessitated by 
tliM use of the teiin “deprc'^sed cdasses” in clause 4 (/> (r) which has 
not been defined, descrilMMl oi enumerated anyw hc‘re in (lie Hill; nor 
ha> it at piesent any jilacc* in the* \ocal)ulaiy of (he Education Depart- 
ment, and which I jirotiosc* to sulistitutc* by tin* tcuni “e^dneat ionally 
backwatd cla''ses,'‘ It is one* blanch ot the dual classificaition of (he 
irmclus made b\ the Edmation ])c*partmenl with the saiicliciii ot lhc» 
(io\ eriimc'iit Hence the* nc*<M‘''sity of adding’’ a dc'finition oi description 
(d what an* to he* nu*ant hv ‘'educaticnially backward clas.ses,” which 
i> inu*nded to be done* by this amendment. 

ll(*i<‘ ai'scs the iieec*ssjtv to consider the meaninjr and ap|di(aiion cd' 
the two tc‘ims “(he depressc*d classes” and “the c*dueat ionalI.\' backwaicl 
classes," the* tormer cd whic !i is re<|uired to be substitutecj the latter. 

The t<*rm “depiessed classc's*' was c-oim*c| and used b\ llie Calcutta 
University (’cunmissicjn of I.SS4 and a}>pli<*d by them to include a ^roup 
of 21 castes enumeiated at jia^.o* ISU, Part 1 of their Heport. Eater, 
the Education Depaitmeiit ten tin* purpo-'e cd annual statistical return 
divided tlie Hindus into two c lassc‘s ; (1) tin* hijfli classes and (2) tin* 
depressed c lasses or (lie de{>?essc*d and the backwaril classes, and Icrouy'ht 
nine more castes witliin tin* term “depress«*d“ and made tin* total number 
30. Home five or six years ajro as a result of a strong publir* protest 
to the.Oovcrunient and after lonjr and cool deliberation b> the (lovern- 
ment in the Education Dejiartnieiit they ^rave up the former classifif ation 
of the Hindus into hi^jh classes ami depre.ssed classes uml adopted in its 
place Uiiclf^Sflificatiou “educationally advanced classes and educationally 
baejewntd ^Sfies. ’ * 

From the point of view of education — and it is hardly necessary that 
Go4^mment in the Education Department should approach the <|ue«ii0ft 



764 


GOVERNMENT BILk 


[iflhrH Auo., 


from any other point of view — the classification of Hindus into educa- 
tipnally advanced and educadonally backward classes is very right and 
proper and has been pursued by the EduciUion Department through all 
the stages from top to bottom of the educational scale. Sir, the Educa- 
tion Department recognises no other classification, and there is no such 
class as the depressed classes within the view of the Education 
Department of Oovei-nment. Even the paper hearing the head-line — 
“Why is a Primary Jiducation Bill necessary/’ dated the 18th August, 
ID-IO, i.e., during the course of consideration of this Bill written over 
the signature of Mr. H. E. Stapleton, Director of I’uhlic Instruction, 
Bengal, and circulated for the purpose of promoting the passage of this 
Bill through the Council, recognises only two classes of the Hindus, 
the educationally advanced classes and the educationally ba(‘kward 
classes and knows nothing of the depressed classes. And now to use 
the term “depressed classes” in this Bill is an anachronism and is not 
only so Imt also self-contradiction on the part of the Education 
Department as also on the part of the Government ; so using the term 
it contradicts its abandoning the term “depressed classes.” So the 
term “depressed class” cannot now be used. 

There is a practical difficulty if the applicatiorr of the term is 
. retained. From amongst which castes the representatives of the 
depressed classes are to be selected? There is no definition, description 
of the depressed classes in the Bill. So the Bill does not give any guide 
as to wdittt is meant by and wdiat castes are included within the term 
“depressed classes.” Nor any reliance can be placed {>n the accepted 
meaning or import or extent of the term. The import or extent of the 
depressed classes varies with different authorities or individuals. The 
TTniversity Commission counted castes within tliis group to be 21. The 
Education Department counted them to be -lO, among wdiom there are 
many who are good and not untouchables. The Provincial Government 
and the India Government recognise the difficulty of drawing a line 
between the classes who are and who are not depressed classes. In 
their memoranda submitted to the Simon Commission, Volume V, page 
1.140, the India Government write to say: “This information ‘supplied 
by the pmvincial Governments’ will itself indicate the difficulty of 
ai living at an accurate estimate of so necessarily ill-defined a group as 
the depressed classes of the community.’’ Later, at page 1153, the 
India Government qmde with approval the view of Mr. (now Sir) 
Henry Sharp who was the Education Commissioner with the 
Government of India. Dealing with the depressed class in paragraph 
506 of his report, he says: “They <the depressed cla88e.s) form the 
unclean castes whose touch or even whose shadow is pollution. But a 
wider significance is <»ften attached to the expression so that it includes 
communities which, though not absolutely outside the pale of caste, 
are backward and generally poor and despised and also certain classes 
4»f Muhammadans. Some have interpreted it as simply educationally^ 
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backward. H?re three different sif^nifieftnres of the depressed classes 
are given every one of which differs widely from the other. According 
to one significani e, some classes of Muhammadans are include<l.” The 
Bengal Government in their memoranda submitted to the Simon 
Commission write at page 10, paragraph 10, to say: “The term 
‘depres.sed classes’ has never l>een defined. If has not (piite the 
same meaning as the backward classes. There is no definition, descrip- 
tion or enumeration of what are the depressed cla.sses in the Bill. The 
Provincial and the India Governments are uncertain and doubtful as to 
what are the depressed classes. The determination what are the depressiul 
classes, according to local usage and customs varies greatly in different 
parts of the country. In these circumstances, it is not practicable to 
make any estimate, approaching any amount of aicuracy as to what are 
the depressed (lasses and to select repre 8 ent 4 itives* from amongst' 
them. ” 


Restriction of the term “depre.ssed cla8.ses” to the enumeration of the 
castes by the Calcutta University Commission will deprive many other 
castes equally conditioned in educational matter from rej)resentation in 
the (Vntral (onimittee and from urging their needs. It will be injusti<‘e 
to other castes and will interfere with the classification by the Edimatiou 
Department. 


Th(* term “depressed ( lasses” implyiiif- as it does, social disability, 
IS not favoured amoiifrst Ibe Hindu society. Tbe (Jovernments are also 
sliowiiiff tlieir disinclination to keep tbe term in use. .‘tome five or six 
years atjo, tbe Heiifral (loveinment. tn tlieir rules lor Hie recruitment 
for the Henpal Civil Service and other (Joveriimeni services indicated 
their intention to (five some s[.ecial consideration to certain l•olllnllllllties 
and backward classes. To indiiate what idasses are meaiil by flic term 
“backward ( lasses" the note as enumeiated at pasre IHIt of |>a,t ] of (|,e 
Calcutta Cniversity Commission is aiijicnded Tbe eiiiinierut ion is that 
of tbe depressed classes wliicb tbe (fovernment drop .siibst it lit iri(f it by 
the term bai kward ( lasses From their conduct Ibe Helical (iovertt- 
ment seem to avoid tbe term where they ( oiild Tbe same disim linalion 
to use the term •depressed dass” is evident fioni Ibe f.dlowin(r passa(fO 
at pa(re Fldl, Volume V, Memoranda of Ibe India (iovernmeiil to the 
.Simon Commission : “The Huiditv of social distinctions and the efforts 
of the (lasses lowest in the scale aided by the reformers to improve their 
status make it the more desirable that (Jovernment should abstain from 
doing anything which would tend to give rigidity to tho.se distinctions.” 


In their report, Volume II (the recommendatiou), the .Simon Com- 
misston in the conme of their discussion almut the separate electorate 
for the depressed classes at page 05, go on to sav : "Separate electorate 
would no doubt be the safest method of securing the return of an adeijuate 
. number of persons who enjoy the confidence ol the "depressed classes;” 
but we are averse to stereotyping the difference between (he depressed 
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claftAes and the remainder of the Hindus by such a step which we 
consider would introducre a new and serious bar to their ultimate political 

amalgamation with others A separate electorate of the 

depressed classes means as a preliminary, a precise definition of all who 
are covered by the term, and the boundary would be in some cases 
difficult to draw. It means stijfinatiein^^ each individual voter in the 
list, and militates u^^ainst the process which is already beg'inning and 
which needs to be in every way encourapred, that of helping those who 
are depressed to rise in the social and economic scale.” The retention 
of the use of the term “depressed class” will do all the evils pointed out 
by the Simon Commission. 

To help them to rise in the social and economic and educational 
scale is the desire of all right-thinking men and also of the Provincial 
and Imj)erial Government as also of the Simon Commission, which 
consider the term “depressed class” as a stigma and considers its 
application to them as stereotyping the distinction that at present 
eisists and as a new and serious bar to their ultimate amalgamation. 
Now, the term “educationally backward classes” remains to be 
considered. This term bears no social stigma. It points to the low 
condition in matters of education and progress. The Education Depart- 
ment accepted it as the j)roper and fit term long ago. The Bengal 
Government use the term “hackwanl classes” in its place. Both the 
Education Department and the Bengal Government liave (oncurred, I 
pr<‘sume. in framing a list of some (id castes with a f)opulati<)n of alsiut 
115 millions, the Education Department as educationally backward 
classes in connection with framing of statistical returns and the Bengal 
Government as backward classes in the list of the mim^rities, and back- 
ward classes appended to the rules of recruitment for the Bengal Civil 
Service and other Ooveniment services recently published in the 
Calcutta Gazette. The depressed classes as enumerated at page 189 of 
the report, Part I, of the Calcutta Fniversity Commission, are included 
within the educationally backward classes so the term “educationally 
backward classes” is fully comprehensive of all the classes and is. 
indicative of the point at issue, also definite both in its import and 
extent. It bears no stigma and rather makes the way of the classes, 
covered by it towards progress. So, it is in all respects the fittest term 
to be used in this Bill in place of the term “depressed classes.” 

Now, a few words for the definition or description. Here education 
is mainly aimed at and the degree of education of a community as 
indicated by the percentage of literacy should determine the elassi' 
ficatioD. And 10 per cent, literary seems to me to be the dividing point 
as the Education Department and the Bengal Government have already 
made a list, so, the alternate definition is given for adoption by the 
Council. With theae words I beg to move the amendment. 
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SECRETARY tu GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. 4 . Dash): Sir, I to oppose the motion. 

The motion of Rai Sahih Paiuhanan Barma was then put and lost. 

[At 4-20 p.m., the Couiuil was atljoiirnod for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-30 p.m.] 

The following motion was railed but not moved 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that in clause 2, sub- 
clause (72) shall be omitted. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I be^r to move that to clause 2 (77), the 
words “and includes education imparted in muktnbs and junior 
madra.ssabs’’ be added. 

I must admit that the addition of the wonls “junior madrassahs^' 
leally talve*^ this amendment out of the scope of the clause itself. At 
t)ie time I ^rave notice t)f the amendment 1 overlooketl the fact that these 
junior madrassahs could not be included in the catej^ory of primary 
schools. If, lK)wever, the Ilon'ble Minister is prepared to accept the 
su^r^’cstion f'ontained in my amendment, f shall confine myself to 
maktabs onl\. The reasons for whi< h I move this amendment can be 
stated very brieHy As at present constituted, the (ommitlee which is 
to be con.stituteil uiidei C'hajiter IT of tin* Bill will consist of a majority 
of noii-Mufiammndan members and we are not ([uite sure that as time 
^’OC" on (he d<*(“ision of that majority may imt b<‘ to e\( lude imiktabB 
from the catejjccry of primary schools. 1 cannot easily overlook the fact 
that after this Act comes into force the [)eople will nol take as much 
intere.st to institute and maintain maktabs as the\ do now, as they would 
not be w’lllin^' to have a double .sc*t cd' secular primary schocds and 
maktabs generally for the Muhammadan students. Therefore there is 
the danger, that unless maktab> are included within the scope of the 
primary schools, of the maktabs going out of existence altogether. I 
therefore want as a safeguard that there should be statutory provisions 
recognising the fact that maktabs are included within primary schools 
BO that in future there may not be any decision by any committee that 
maktabs should be excluded. 

Mr. A. il. DASH: I beg to oppoae this amendment. There is a 
diflBculty which, I think, Mr. Fazl-ul Huq has not appreciated. If 
maktabs reach the standard of education and provide for teaching the 
subjects prescribed for primary Bchools they are primary schools, but if 
they do not reach that standard and do not teach those subjects, they 
are not primary schools. If Mr. Fa«l-ul Huq means that Government 
and the Board will have no power to rule out ineffic ient maktabs, then 
I must oppose the amendment. 
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The motion of Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


All, MAuIvi Hatian. 

Aii, Mauivi tytd Nauihtr. 

Bakth, Mauivi thaik Rahim. 

■akth, Mauivi tyed Majid. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Sytd Otman Haidtr. 
Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Chowdhury, Mauivi Abdul Qhani. 

Euaufji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Faziullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Habibuliah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Naqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul. 
Hoqua, Kazi Emdadul. 

HoMin, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


Hosaain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan Sahib Mauivi Baziul. 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muazzam All. 
Lai Muhammad, HaJi. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Samad, Mauivi Abdut. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Baair Uddin, Mauivi Mohammad. 

Bum, Mr. H. H. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Ooopar, Mr. C. Q. 

Oaln, Mr. c. R. 

Das, Babu Satyandra Kumar. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

Easton, Mr. Q. A. 

Faroqui, tha Hon'bia Khan Bahadur 
K. a. M. 

Forrastar, Mr. J. Campball. 

Oanfuli, Rai Bahadur Suiil Kumar. 
Ohuznavi. tha Hon’blo AlhadJ Sir 
Abdalkarim. 

Gordon, Mr. A. 0. 

Ournar, Mr. C. W. 

Haidar, Mr. 8. K. 

Hogf. Mr. Q. P. 

Hussain, Mauivi Latalat. 

Hutohinis, Mr. R. H. 


Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Laird, ffr. R. B. 

Luka, Mr. H. R. 

Marr, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Hon’bla Sir Provash Chundar. 
Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Has, Ravarand B. A. 

Nazimuddin, tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Nalson, Mr. J. W. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Pinnali, Mr. L. C. 

Prantiaa, tha Hen’bla Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

San, Mr. J. M. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Staplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Staan, Lt.-Coi. H. B. 

Stavans, Mr. H. 8. E. 

Sumnar, Mr. C. R. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 


Tlic Ayes being 27 and the Noes 40 the inolion was lost. 

4-40 p.in. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ in move lliat to clause 2 the words 
“and includes a maktab and a junior madrassah” shall be added. 

Bsbu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI to move that in clause 
2 {!()), line d, for the words “School Board ” the words “or Municipal 
Board" sliall be .substituted. 
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Mr. 8. M. BOSE to move that after clause 2, the following^ sliall be 
inserted, namely: — 

“2A. Every primary school muuuf^e<! by the Board shall be open 
to children of all castes and creeds.’’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and ajrieed to. 


( Jausf 3. 

The t(illowin< 4 ^ ni<iln»ii> wcic called but not moved: — 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI to nio\c that ('haptei- II 
shall be omitted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY tu m<»\«‘ that tor < lause d, tho 

f(dIowin|^ shall lie ^ul^t ituled, naiuelv 

“•{. The dul\ o( caii>in^^ (oit tlie j»ro\isions (d tliis Act shall, 
subject to the coiidit ami limitations hereina tliM' contained, be 
vestt‘d in a Board to la* < ailed, "The Biimar\ l.ducation Hoard of 
Ben^'al” and smdi Hoaid shall be a bod\ empotate and have ptupetual 
succe^sKui and a common seal, and shall by tin* "aid name sue and be 
sued, with powei to acijuiie ami hold propeitv Itoth moveable and 
immoveable, and. subject to the piesciibed conditions to transfer 
any propeity htdd b\ it and to contiact «ind do all otliei thin;^’s nece.ssary 
foi the purpose" of this Act.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in < lause d, lines 3 
to 5, for the wonN bej^innin^ with “advisinjr” ami emlin^^ with “Act" 
the following slndl be sub.stituted, namely: — 

‘‘(’arryin^^ out the jirovisiou" nf this Act and shall be a bod\ cor|>oiate 
and have pei[ietual suiM'ession ami a common seal, and shall by the 
said name sue. and be sued, with power to accpnie and ludd jiroperty 
both moveable and nn moveable, and subject to the ju escribed conditioiiK, 
t4» transfer any jiroperty held b\ it and to (ontiact ami do all other 
thinji’s necessary for the purposes of this Act.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move that in clause d, linen 3 
to 5, for the words “advisinjf the Local Government on all inatterfi 
which may be or are to be referred to it under this Act”, the following 
shall be substituted, namely: — 

“carrying out the provisions of the Act." 
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Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERilEE to move that in clause 3, 
lines 3 to 5, for the words beginning with “advising the Local 
Government” and ending with “this Act,” the words “considering and 
deriding all matters relating to primary education in which a decision 
is required on the part of the Local Government under this Act” shall 
be substituted. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that in clause 3, lines 3 
to 5, for the words “advising the liocal Government on all matters 
which may be or are to be referred to it” the words “performing the 
duties entrusted to it” shall be substituted. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE and Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY to move 
that in clause 3, lines 3 to 5. beginning with “advising the Loral 
Govpinment” and ending with “referred to it” the words “carrying out 
the functi(jns hereinafter mentioned” shall be substituted. 


Mr, BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY to move that for clause 3 the 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“3. A committee to Ik* called the ‘Central Primary Education 
Committee,’ shall be constituted for the purpose of carrying out the 
provisions (<1 this Act as an independent body, as the sole authority on 
all questions, and decisions on which, by the (\)mmittee shall be final, 
which may be referred to it under this A<‘t. This Committee shall be 
a corporate body with a common seal and j)pipet»ial .succession and 
shall be abb* to sue or liable to be sued with ])ower to h(d»l pioj>erty 
both moveable and immoveable and subject to the prescribed conditions, 
be able to transfer an\ property held by it, to contract and do all other 
things necessary for the purposes of this Act.” 

Mr, 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERilEE to move that at the end of 

clause 3 the following vshall be added, namely: — 

“or for the purpose of making, from time to time, and on its own 
initiative, sueh recommendations to Government on any other matter 
relating to Primary Edueation as may appear to it to be fit and 
proper.” 

Mf. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 4. 

The following motions were tailed but m>t moved : — 

Mr* BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for elaiise 4 the 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“4. The rommittee shall consist of twenty-seven members 
namely : — 

(a) The Chairman. 

{h) The Director ot Public Instru<‘tiou 

ir) Ten menilH'rs, of whom, two shall be elected in the pi*escribed 
Tiiannet, from each of the five divisions of the province 
bv the members of the committee, comprised within eatdi 
division. 

(*l) Two members, to lie electe<l by the two Universities of the 
proMUcc, one for each. 

(c) Four members to l>e elected by the elected members of the 
lleniral licu’i^lat i\ e Council. frt>m among themselves. 

if) Two membei^. to l)e elected by head masters of high English 
schooK and 'cnnu ma<lras<as under the new scheme, in the 
])rescnbed manner. 

i(;\ Thn*e members to be apfxdnted by the Lotuil (b)veritment. 

(ft: b'our noMubeis to be co-opted ill the pie-*cribed manner by the 
per.soiis elected or appointed under the ]>rovisions of idaiise 
'ct to i//i. immediately aftei their ele<tion or appointment, 
as the case may be”. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that foi' clause 4, the 
following .diall be .substituted, nanndy : — 

“4. The committee shall be con^ituted tor two \ears at a time 
and shall consist of the ftdlowing membeis, namely : — 

The Vice-Chamellor of the Univeisity of Calcutta. 

(h) The Director of Public Instruction (ejr-offic\o), 

<r) Two menil>ers t<i l)e elected by the District Inspectors of Schools, 
among theiinelves. 

(d) Ten members to l)e elected, of whom two shall be elected in 
the prescribed manner from each of the five divi.sions of the 
province, by the teachers of primary sc'hools, among 
themaelvee. 
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(<?) Ten members, of whom two shall be elected in the prescribed 
inaiinev, from each of the five divisions of the province by 
the iiieiubers of the district boards of each division. 

(/) Ten members, of whom two shall be elected in the prescribed 
manner from each of the five divisions of the province, by 
the Muhammadan jijraduates of each division. 

(fj) Ten meinbers, of whom two shall be elected in the prescribed 
iiianner from each of the five divisions of the province, by 
the meiiil)ei^ of the Council, comprised within each such 
division. 

(//') One educational expeit, one aj^nicultural expert, one industrial 
exi)eit and one doct4)r having special knowledge in hygiene, 
should be co-opted in the j)reHcii}>ed maimer by the person^ 
elected or a])pointed under the provisions of clause (r) to 
hi), inmn*<liately alter their election (»r ajipointinent as the 
case may be.'^ 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to nio\e tiiat in clause 4 (7), 
line 1, for the word ‘'five” the word ‘‘four” shall be substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to na >ve tlujt in clause 4 (7), 
line 1, for the word “five” the word “four” shall be substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in (dause 4 (7)* 
line I, for the words “fi\e years” the woids 'V)n(' yeai” <hall be 
substituted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU to move that for clauses 4 (7) 
(n), ih) and (c) the following shall be substituteil, namely: — 

“(n) The Minister of Kducation {v.r-ofjicio). 

ih) The Director of Dublie Instruction (c,r-()fficio). 

(r) Ten members ot wliom two shall be elected in the prescribed 
manner from each of the five divisions of the province by 
the membeis of the district school boards of each division. 

b/) Four members to be elected from among themselves by the 
elected members of the llengal Legislative Council. 

(<*) Three members to be appointed by the Local Government at 
least one of uhom shall be a representative of the depres.sed 
classes. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 4 (7) 
(h)y. the following shall be substituted, namely: — 
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“(6) Ten members of whom two shall he elected in the prescribed 
manner from each of the five divisions of the pixivince by the members 
of the Council, comprised within each such division, one to be a Hindu 
and the other a Muhammadan.” 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 4 {]) 
(/>>, line 1, for the word “ten" the word “twenty" shall be substituted 
and for the word “two" the word “four" shall be substituted and in 
lines 4 and 5 the words “one to be a Muhanimadan and the other a 
Hindu’’ shall be omitted. 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY to move that in tlause 4 
(b), line 1, for th(‘ uord ” ten ” the uord “ fiftiMUi ” aud for the word 
“ two ” tlu' word “ tliree ” shall b(‘ .sub>tituteil, and in lines 4 aud 5 
for the words ‘‘ one to b(‘ a Muhammadan and the other a Hindu 
the follow in;^ shall he substituted, namely: — 

“ One to be a Muhammadan and two to be Hindus for Ibirdwan ami 
Presidency Dnisioris, niid two to la‘ Muhammadans and om‘ to be a 
Hindu for Uajshahi, Dacca and ( 'bitta/^»-on^r Divisions.” 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL. to movi' that in i lause 4 (b), 

line 1, for tin* word “ ten ” the wor<l “ fifteen ” shall be substifutml, 
and for the word “ two ” th(» word “ threi* ” shall la* substituted and 
in line b for the words “ ami the other a Hindu ” the words “ one a 
Hindu and the other a dejiressed class man ” shall be substituted. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI, Mr. 8HANTI 
8HEKHARE8WAR ROY, Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN, Mr. 
8ARAT KUMAR RAY and Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E to move 

that in clause 4 (/) (b), lines 4 and b. the words “ one to be u 
Muhammadan and the other a Himlu ” shall la* omittial. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E to move that after clause 4 (/) (bi, the follow'inj^ 
shall be inserted, namely : — 

“ (b7) one in(*mber elected in the pres<ribed manner from each of 
the five divisions in the province b\ the* members of the 
district Ix’ards in eacdi di\isiou.” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA to move that for < lause 4 
(1) (c) the follow in^r be substituted, namely: — 

“ (c) three members to be co-opted by the committee* a** constituted 
under clauses {a) and (b), who shall be peisoiis jjossessing* 
expert knowledpfe in educational matters, one c*f whom at 
least shall be a woman, 

(d) twa repre.seiitatives of the depressed edassc's to be nominated 
by the Local Government.” 
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Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE to move that for clause 4 (1) 

(c) the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘ (c) one member elected by the Calcutta Fniversity; 

(d) one member elected by the Dacca University; 

(e) two members elected by the elected members of the Bengal 

Legislative Council; 

(/) three members to be nominated by the Local Government of 
whom two shall be representatives of the depressed classes; 
(ff) three members co-opted -by the persons elected or appointed 
under the provisions of clauses (h) to (/) immediately after 
their election or appointment as the case may be; 
of these three, one shall be an agricultural expert, one shall 
be an industrial expert, and one shall be a lady having an 
experience in educational matters. 

The committee shall elect its own chairman. 

Rai Bahadur SATIM CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that for 
clause 4 (7) (r), the following shall be siibstitiit(‘d, namely: — 

“ (r) seven members to be appointed by the Local Goveniment of 
whom tw’o shall be representatives of depressed classes, tw’o 
shall be educational experts, one shall be agricultural expert, 
one shall be industrial expert and one shall be a lady having 
experience in educational matters.” 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE to move that for clause 4 (7) (c), the following 
shall be substituted, naimdy : — 

“(c) seven members to be appointed by the Local Government, 
of whom two shall be reprc'sentatives of the depressed 
classes, one shall be an agricultural expert, one shall be a 
public health expert, and three shall be persons possessing 
experience in educationul mutters, of whom one shall be a 
lady.’’ 

Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 4 (7) 
(c), the following shall lx* substituted, namely: — 

“ (r) six members to be appointed by the Local Government in the 
following manner: — 

(1) An edu(‘ational expert. 

(2) An agricultural ex{>ert. 

(3) An industrial expert. 

(4) A lady having experience in educational matters. 

(5> A financial expert. 

(()) A doc'tor with special knowledge in science of hygiene.** 
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Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move that for olaiiso 4 (r), 
the following? shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ ((') (»ne member eleeted in the presi rilied manner fr«»m eaeh of 
the five divi^ions in the provnue by the members of the 
district boardN in each divi'^ion. 

(d) seven members to be appointed l)y the laa al (ii)vernment, of 
whom two shall be representatives of the depre.ssed classes, 
one shall be an agricultural expert, one shall be a public 
health expert, and three shall be ])ersons possessinpr 
experience in educational matters, of \\hom one shall be a 
lady.^’ 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that in clause 4(7) (c), 
line 1, for the word “ five ' the word “ ten ” shall be substituted and 
to the same clause the following shall be added, namely : — 

“ and one lady, and four experts in agriculture, public health, physical 
culture and domestic sciences.” 

Mailivi ABUL KA8EM: 1 beg to move that in clause 4 (7) (c), 
line 1, for the word “five ” the word “eight” be substituted. 

Mr. A. J. DASH: Sir, I beg to op])ose the motion. The composition 
ot the ('entral (\unniittee determined in the fii'^t Select (’oiiimittee 
and (Toveriimeiit <onsi(h‘red it undesirable to increase the number of 
members to be appointed by the Lixal tiovernment. “Five” is con- 
sidered to be amplt* for the purposi*. 

The motion of Mauhi Abul Kascin was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved; — 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY to move that in clause 4 (c), 
line 1, for the* word “ five '* tin* word “ six *’ shall be* substituted, and 
in line 2 for the word^ “ two shall be representative's ” the words ” one 
shall be the representative ' shall be substituted and in line 3, for the 
word “ three ” the word “ five ” shall be substituted and the following 
words shall be added to the .same clause, namely 

” Of the five memhers to he appointed hy the Local (ioverninent 
three to be Muhammadau.s and two to he Hindus.” 

Revtrtnd B. A. NAG; I heg to move that in clnu.se 4 (7) (c), 
line 1, for the word “five” the word “six^ be substituted, and in line 
2 after the words “of whom” the words “one shall be representative of 
the Indian Chri.stian community “ be inserted. 
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Sir, this is a very siitiple, a very humble and at the same time a most 
reasonable amendment. The wording: the clause is — 

“five members to be appointed by the Local Government, of whom two 
shall be representatives of the depressed classes and three shall be 
persons possessing? experience in educational matters.” 

The effect is that this Central (V)inniittee will have at least 5 Muham- 
madans, 5 Hindus, 2 members of the depressed classes and -1 experts in 
education, and not even one member of the Christian community. It 
will be remembered that the Indian Christian community has interested 
itself in education r»f all forms, including- primary education in Bengral. 
They have been the pioneers in matters educational. Sir John Simon 
has acknowledg-ed this fact in his rej)ort. 1 have no doubt that it was 
owing to a simple oversight that their claim on this occasion has not 
been considered; and I am suie that the Government membfMs, as soon 
as the mutter is brought to their notice, would be ])rej)ared to remove 
this mistake. Therefore, my humble suggestjon is that instead of the 
word “five,” the word “six” shall be substituted and the additicuial one 
member shall be n representative of the Indian Christian community. 
I am sure that I shall have the su])port of the House in tliis matter, 

Mr. A. «l. DASH: Sir, I beg to oi>]U)S(‘ this amendijumt. A> I 
slated befoia*, Goverinneiit are opposed to incr(*asing the number of 
nominated memlxus, and it will be seen that the rtujuirfMuents of tiie 
Indian ('hristian community can be met under tin* clause as it is worded 
— “three shall lx* jiersons j)ossessing expm-ience in (‘ducational matters.*’ 
Th<‘re can lx‘ no <loubt tlial r(*pr(*sentat i\ es from tin* Indian (’hristian 
community can be found who an* qualified, under this sub-clause: and, 
if necessary, Government are pre|»ared to a(‘cept the amendment of 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan in a imxlified foini and to reuu.ve the 
restrict i(Ui contained in the last words of the sub-<lause, viz., ‘‘and 
thiee shall lx* persons possessing experience in educational matters.” 
Tliat will grive an absolutely frt'e hand to tlie local Government to 
nominate whoms(x*ver they like, without actually specifying that the 
Indian Christian c(unmunity shall have one representative on this 
body. For this reason I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Ueverend B. A. Nag was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 4 (1) 
(c), line 1, for the word “ five ” the won! “ two ” and in line 2 for the 
words “ two shall be representatives ” the words “ one shall be the 
representative ” and in line 3. for the words “ three shall be per.sons ” 
words ” one .shall be a pt*rson ” shall be substituted. 
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Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I Wf? to move that in eluuso 4 {/) 
(r), lines 2 to 4, the words ‘‘of whom two shall he representatives of the 
depressed classes and three siiall he persons possessing experience in 
educational matters'’ he omitted. 

Sir, I do not want tliat there should he no persons representing: the 
depressed classes on the Committee. On the other hand, 1 think it 
desirable that they should he there. AVhat I want is that the (iovern- 
ment should not he hound hand and foot in this matter, and tliat if 
Government think fit to take some memhers ot the depressed <dasses 
from amongrst the five or one memher of the Indian Christian community, 
it may do so without being: fettered by any statutory ohligmtion. As 
reg-ards the rest Government may appoint such persons as tljey think 
fit. I hope, Sir, that my amendment will he accepted. 

Mr. A. J. DASH: Sir, I am willing: to accej)t the second part of the 
mover’s aimuidnient, viz., to omit the words “and three shall he j)ersons 
poBse.ssing- experience in educational matters.” Government cannot 
accept the first part of the amendment. 

4-55 p.m. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 .submit. Sir, that you may he 
pleased to allow tin* aiiKuidmenl to he split up into two distinct parts. 
That will serve our juirpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 may do that since it is within my power. But, 
how would \ou divide it^ 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I would divide it in this way; 

(1 ) tliat in clause 4 (I) (r), lines 2 and -1, the words “of whom two 
sliull hn represen tat i\e.s of the depressed (lass«‘s“ shall he 
omitted ; and 

(2) that in clause 4 (/) {<•), line 4, the words “three shall he persons 
[lossessing- exfierience in educational matters” shall he 
omitted. 

The first part ot Maulvi Tuinizuddin Khan's motion Mas then put and 
lost . 

The .second part of Maulvi Tamizuddin K hart’s motion was then jmt 
and ag:reed to. 

The following' arnendment.s were called hut not moved:-- 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY t<» move that in clause 4 (/) (c), lines 2 
and the words “of whom two shall he representatives of the depressed 
classes and three shall he persons” shall be omitted. 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL to move that in danse 4 (7) (c), 
line 2, for the word “two” the word “three” .shall be substituted and in 
line y for the word “three” the word “two’* shall be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Here I mijfht tell the House that my attention 
has just been drawn to a eorrespondence which ^fr. Sarat Chandra Bal, 
a member of this House, thought fit to send to a newspaper of this city, 
in which Mr. Bal has stated that he and other members of the depressed 
classes failed to catch my eyes on several occasions in this House. Need 
I point out to him that such an act on the part of a member of this 
House is highly objectionable, and I take the strongest possible 
exc eption to it. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: I am very sorry, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As tlie decision on the amendment of Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan covers the next amendment standing in the name 
ot Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul Hu(], I think it falls through. 

The following amendment, ac(‘ordingly, tell througii: — 

Khan Sahib Maulvi BAZLUL HUQ to move that in clause 4 {c), 
lines 2 and d, lor the words “two shall be rejiresentatives of the 
de])reHS(Ml classes” the words “one shall hi* a rejirestuitative of the 
depressed classes, one shall be a representative of the Muhammadan 
cultivating class” sliall be substituted. 

The following amendment was called but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 4 (/) (r), 
line 2, for the words “two shall be representatives” the words “one 
shall be a representative” shall be substituted; and in line d, tor the 
words “tliree shall be persons” the word “one shall be a person” shall 
be substituted, and after the same clause the following shall be inserted, 
uamely : — 

(i) One educational expert to be nominated by the Local 

Government. 

(n) One agricultural expert to be nominated by the Local 

Governinent. 

{lit) One indu.strial expert to be nominated by the Local 

Government. 

{d) Ten Muhammadans, of whom two shall be elected in the 

prescribed manner from each of the five divisions of the province by 
the members of the district boards of each division. 
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Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGKt Sir. 1 Iw to move tliut 
in clause 4 (i) (c), line 2, after the words ‘‘representatives of” the words 
•‘and belonging to” l)e inserted. 

Sir, my reason is very clear. If some representation is going to he 
given to the depressed classes, I suggest that such rejiresentation should 
be genuine. We know from our past experience that unless the rejire- 
sentatives actually come from the depressed classes, they are of practically 
no use to us; and in order to avoid this sort of representation I have 
brought forward this amendment for acceptance by the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, there is a 
difficulty in accepting this amendment, otherwise I would have no 
objection to it. Just a while ago, Kai Sahib Panchanan llarina 
suggested that the expiession “depressed classes" sliould l)e (‘hanged 
to “educationally backward classes." Now if he puts down the 
“depressed rla.sses" under the category of “educationally backward 
clashes," I do not think that it will l)e desirable to u(*<‘ept this amend- 
ineut. I would, therefore, jeijuest the hoiPble m(»ver to withdraw the 
amendment. 

The motion ot Mr. Mukunda Hehary Mullick was then, by buive of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was not moved as it was covered by the 
foiegoing decision of tlie (ouncil: — 

Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA to move that in clause 4 (/) (r), 
line d, for tlu* words “(h*j>rt*ssed cias.ses" the words “educationally 
backtVard classes" shall be substituted. 

The following motions were called but not moved; — 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 4 (/) (c), 
lines d and 4, for the words “three shall be persons possessing experience 
in educational matters" the following shall \h> substituted, namely: — 

“one shall be an educational expert, one shall be an agricultural 
expert and one shall be an industrial expert." 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that in clause 4 (/) (r), 
lines d and 4, for the words “three shall be persons fMissessing exjierience 
in educational matters" the words “two shall be Muhammadans and 
one v|pU be ,a person possessing experience in educational matters" 
fthall ^ substituted. 
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Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur, to 

move that after clause 4 (7) (r) the following? shall be inserted, 
namely r — 

“(fi) three members to be appointed by the Local Grovernraent from 
persons payinjr at least Ks. 1,1)00 annually as education cess 
directly to the Treasury, 

(c) two members to be appointed by the Local Government from 
persons payinj^ at least Its. 500 annually as education cess 
indirectly to the Treasury, 

(/) one member to be elected from the (’alcutta TTiiiversity. 

(ff) one member to be elected from the Dacca University, 

(h) two members to be elected by the teachers of high English 
schools ; and 

(?) three members to be elected from amongst tlie elected members 
of the Bengal Legislative rouncil.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD 81 NGH ROY to move that after clause 4 (I) (c) 
the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

“(f/) the chairmen of the district boards, 

(e) five representatives of the five divisions to be elected members 
of the local and the central legislatures of the province; 

(/) two members from the two universities of the province^ one 
from each. 

(fj) two members to lie elect4»d by head masters of high English 
sch(K»!s and senior madrassas.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD 81 NGH ROY to move that niter clause 
4 (/) (c) tliC following shall be inserted, namely: — 

"{tl) (OH* member to be elect(‘d by the (’alcutta University. 

(c) one member to be elected liy the Dacca University. 

(/) four members to ]»e elected by the electeil members of the Bengal 
liCgislative UouiumI from amongst themselves, 
hve members to be elected bv liead masters ot the high English 
schools and senior madrassas, one for each division.” 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARill to move that after 
clause 4 (/) (c) the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

“(d) four members to be elected by the elected members of the 
Bengal Legislative (\uincil from amongst themselves. 

(c) two members to be elected by the head masters of high j^nglish 
schools,” 
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Ma^Vi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that after clause 4 (I) the 
following shall be added, namely: — 

■« 

“(d) two members shall be elected by the elected members of the 
. Bengal Legislative ('ouncil, one to be a Muhammadan and 
the other a Hindu, 

one memWr shall he elected by the chairmen of the district 
Ixjards of the province.” 

Haji BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY to move that after clause 4 (c) 
the following proviso shall he added, namely: — 

‘‘Provided that the Ijocal Government in making such a]>pointments 
5 hall secure that as far as possible (>0 per cent, of the non-European 
members of the committee shall be Muhammadans.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 4 
line 1, fnr the a\o1(1s “Local t lovernimuit" the wonls “(’entral 

Goiuiuittce" shall lu* substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 4 (.?), 
liiiQ 1, tor the words “Local Government” the words “The Ilon’ble 
Minister \n consultation with the Local District School Hoard con- 
cerned” shall be substituted. 

Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause* 4 (<?), 
line 1, b’l the woids “I.cmuI ( t<»\ ernment ” the words “(’(Mitral 

Committee undtM* the direition of the Hon’ble Minister in (dmrge” 
shall be .substituted. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY to move that in (iause 4 (IJ) 
for the word, brackets and letter *Vlau.se (hV* the words, bracket. s and 
letters “clauses (//) and u i*' shall be substituted. 

Mr. M. BOSE to mov(* th.'it in < lause 4 (^i, line ‘.i, tor tin* word, 
bra('kets and letter “claus(> (h)" the words, brackets, letters and 
figure “clauses (h) and {hi)" shall be substituted. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur, 

to move that after clause 4 (2) the following new sub-clauses shall Im? 
inserted, namely: — 

“(.j) The rommittee sliall elect its own (’hairman Jind Vice- 
Chairman and appoint one Secretary who shall be a whole- 
^ time .salaried officer: 


50 
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Provided that the Chairman shall be appoinfe<l by th# Ijocal 
Government from a paneP of thiee j>erson8 aefecfefl by the 
Committee in the prescribed manner at the fitst mating of 
the Conunittee for the first five years at which not less tfean 
two-thirds of the members are jnesent, and aftei\|^at period 
the Chairman shall be elei ted. 

0 The names of the Chairman, Vice-t^hairinan and the ineinbers 
of the Committee shall he published in' the CaJrvtt^ 
Gazette immediately alter the election and appointment/' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion is that clause 4, as amended 
by the Council, stand f)ai't of the Bill. 

'Phe motion was pnt and agreed to. 

Tile following motions weie called hut not moved: — 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that aftei clause 
4, the following he inserted, namely: — 

“4A. (/) Tlie Committee shall elect a Chairman from among 

theinselves, who shall preside at mt‘e1ings ol the Commit te»*. 

(2) The Local Government shall ajipoint a Secretary to the 
(Nmimittee who shall lu‘ ('hiid Kxccutivc ()Hi<ci of the (’ommittee- 
and shall rei'civc such remuneration as the Local (Tov«*rnmcnt thinks 
fit.” 


Maulwi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that after clause 4, the 
following shall l»c inserted, nameU : — 

‘‘4A. The l)ir(‘ctoi of Public Instruction. Bengal, shall he 
appointed the (Miaiiman of the ('ommittee foi the fiist t\\o terms of 
foui’ years. 

4B. Aftei- the expiration ot the secinal term of four yeais, the 
Chairman shall he elected in the presciila‘il manner by the members 
of the C'ommittee. 

4(\ The Committee shall a])point a Secretan, who shall lie a 
whole-time otiicer and he paid such salar\ , not t*\ceeding Bs. 1,500 
per month, as may he fixed by the (’ommittee with the approval of 
the liocnl Government. He shall have such j»owers and duties as may 
from time to time he assigned to him by the (hnnmittee. 

4D. The naiuen of the Chairman and members of the Committee 
shall l)e published in the Calcutta Ga:ette immediately after their 
appointment and election.” 
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following motions were called but not moved : — 

Rii tf^dur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJ1 to move thaj, :l^ 

5 thb- following shall be substituteil. namely; — 

“5. Subject to the provisions of this Act the Committee sliuH !>© 
the sole dehfennining and controlling authority in all mutters relitiug mittoe* 
to priinaiT education and its powers and duties shall comprise tfie 
following, namely: — ^ 

(o) examining from time to time the existing facilities for 
primary education in eveiy distiict or part thereof with a 
view to determine the number of schools required to make 
adeijuate provision for making primary* education available 
to every child; laying down of the general policy ami 
sanctioning and preparing where neces.sary of schemes for 
the jirogressive <levelopment and lomprehensive organisation 
of primary education in every district; sanctioning estimate 
of the cost of such schemes; securing the <‘Xecution of sindi 
schemes through the lioanls; 

(b) framing o»' sanctioning si'hemes for securing tin* attendance of 
all childri'ii at such sclioids; 

(r) determining Ifom time t(j time the standard and cuiii«*ulum 
toi the 1 laming of teacheis of primary schools; 

(<h settling from time to time ilu‘ (pialifications and conditions iip(»n 
which pel sons will be recognised as <m*i tificaieil teaidiers 
(pialificd foi staffing oi teaching in jnimarv schools; 

{c) deti'rmining or api>ro\ing the general terms and conditifnis for 
granting to sm b teacfiers their salaries, allowances, annuities, 
grants and leave; 

(/) determining or approving the standaid curnculuin and text 
fiooks for primary schools ami la>ing down a gmieral 
scheme for testing the progress of children attending jirimary 
schools and jiroviding for the grunt to such children of 
school leaving certificate or other testimonials or tokens of 
their attainments; 

(ff) ^ iijiervising and co-ordinating the work of the fioard.s, nnimJ 
hoards in connection with primary education; 

(h) reporting and furnishing leturns in such forms as may fie 
required by the I^ocal (rovernment regarding the primary 
srhools, their equipments, grants-in-aid, pupils, inspecting 
staff and such other matters ns may from time to time be 
required by the I^ocal Government; 
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({) doing all such other acts, matters or things as may be incidental 
to, necessary or expedient for, carrying into effect the 
purposes of this Act and generally providing for the 
progressive development and (comprehensive organisation of 
primary education so as to make it universal, • free and 
compulsory within ten years from the date or dates from 
which the provisions of (chapter IV shall come into force in 
any area/^ 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that for clause 5 the 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“5. Whenever any matter, relating to rriinary Kducation, requires 
any action to he taken on the part of the Government, such action shall 
be taken in accordance with the decision of the Central Frimnry 
Kducation Committee.” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that in clause 5, 
lines 2 t(» o, for the words beginning with “for its opinion” and ending 
with “under section 05“ the following be substituted, namely: — 

'‘and it shall be the duty of the Committee — ^ 

(n) to examine from time io time tlie existing facilities for primary 
education in every district and the progress made in each 
district in the work of providing an adeijuate number of 
schools in the district, and from time to time to make, revise 
or alter schemes for the ])rogressive development and 
comprehensive organisation ol primary (‘dio iition all over the 
prcivince ; 

(h) to •«iU]uMvise and c(eordinate the work of the Distiiid School 
Hoards with a view to the inti-oduction of free and compulsory 
})rimary education throughout the province in the course 
of seven years ; 

• <c) to determine and ajipmve the stamlard, ciiiriculum and the 
text-books for piimaiy sidnxds which ^hall be adhered to by 
all Hoards ; and 

(il) to examine the budgets prepared liy each H()ard and to regulate 
and determine the amount to be granted to each Board out 
of the total grant made by the lax al Goveinment for primaiy 
education.” 


Rai Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT and Mr. 8. M. B08E to move 
that in clause b, line after the word and figures “section 22” the 
word, figures and brackets “section d9 t2)” shall be inserted. 
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Mr. t. M. BOSE ami Rai Bafiadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to mov<\ 
that to clause 5, the following shall he added, namely: — 

**and in the matter of tlie distrihution of grants for rural primary 
education from the provincial leveiiues to Distiict School Boards.” 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that to <*lause o, the words 
“and the rtoiimittee’s recommendatioiiN thereon shall In* accepted’^ 
shall he added. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE to move that to clause 5 the 
following 'hall he added, namely : — 

“The Board may also of it> own accord, from time to time, make 
recomm#udations to the l.oial (tovernment on any matter relating to 
Prii^iy Education.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (lue^titm is tliat < lause 5 stand part of the 
Bill. 

I'he motion was f>ut and agreed to. 


p.m. 

Mautvi ABDUL KARIM: I he- to move that aftei clause 5 tho 
following ilaoM* he insetted, namelv : — 

*‘oA. A eenttal committe<* ol edtn-at ional experts, of whom one- 
third shall he otlicials and two-thirds non-otiicials, shall he cfuistilnted 
to prescriU* the syllabus of studies toi [uiiiiarv schools under this Act: 
Proviileil that the l.ocal (iovernment shall have jiower to <iissolve or 
reionstitute this committee, it neces.saiy.” 

'Fhe most inifioitant <|uestion in connection witli this Bill is— “\NTuit 
is jioirig to he taught y" No indication of this ha-* Imomi given in the 
Bill. Presumably what has been taught since the intioduction of 
primary education in Bengal will he taught in j»rimaiy hcIhkiIs undei this. 
Act. This, I am afraid, will not serve the purpose for which compulsory 
education is so urgently required in this province. The sjumsors of 
fhe Bill do not seem to have given much thought to tliis important 
matter, otherwise they wouhl have said something ulamt it. I’lie siircess 
of any .scheme of compulsory primary eilucation, to m.v mind, ilepends, 
to a great extent, upon the .jiidicitius selection of fhe recjiiired course 
of studies. 

The present system of primaiT education has been in operation for 
over half a century. Has it proved suitable to tlie requiiements of 
tho.se for whom it was intended? Has it made the agriMilturist* 
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better agriculturists or the artisans, efficient artisans? I am afraid 
tbe answer to this quei-j* w'ill have to be given in the negative. 
On the contrary, it has proved detrimental to their interests in as 
much as it has (treated in them a distaste for manual labour and for 
their hereditary callings and mode of living. They do not care to 
-improve agriculture or handicrafts, anxious as they are to follow 
occupations of an unproductive nature in imitation of the hhadralogs. 
'They hate to earn their livelihood by manual labour and know nothing 
eNe by whicli the\ cun earn an honesi living. Thus they are not only 
unemployed but also unem[)lo\ able, and tliey help to accelerate rather 
than retard the der-adence ol indigenous aits and industries and thereby 
.aggravate the ecoiioinii* distress prevailing in the country. This is 
the reason wiiv as 1 found in the course of my tours while in service, 
ni sdtue places the people tai from showing an inclination to improve 
the HchfS)ls, wore eager for their aludition In a certain pli|ce I 
was t(dd that lf<in Ituti would he otbued on the da> on which the local 
school w(»uld be abolished. Does not all this unmi^takahly indicate 
the necessity of change in the system? How is this to be done? This 
I am afraid cannot be left to the department that has not so long 
cared to do the needful. On the lontiary, the department seems to 
he too niueli weddeil to the old 'systtMo to think of any change. The 
syllalms lately prepared foi tlie middle sihools hcais testimony to 
this. A veteran educationist, now letired fi'om (lovernment servi(*e, 
one day called iipi.n me with the new histor> s>lla})Us for middle sidioids 
and f»ointcd out to me how lidicuhui.s it was in some respects. T was 
told that o]»inions were calle<| tor and w }n‘n these weie nM-eived an 
officer (d the department, perhaps the I'nncipal ot the d'laining college 
sat vvitli a paii ot scissois in his hand and cut portmns ot opinions 
given by ditfeient persons ami patched them togetliei and thus wsrs 
the syllabus piepaied. It this inioiiuation is correct, as I believe it 
is, a most r♦*spon^ible woiK could not iKl^e been uioie iriesjamsibly done. 

In this connection 1 should not omit to draw the attention ol the 
hon’ide members to the special recjuirements of my co-religionists. After 
careful enquiry the Kducation Commission of 1S82 came to the conclusion 
that in the case of Mussalman children the teacdiing of the mosque 
invariably }>receded the lessons of the sc1um>1. When 1 took charge of 
the post of .\ssistniit Inspector of ScluNds for Muhammadan Education 
in Eastern Ifengul in iHJhl I found to my surprise that the number 
of Mussalman children receiving primary education was veiy small. 
Not that there were not sclumls, but what was tauglit in them was not 
recognised hy the department. They were called private Quoran 
Bchmds. I i-epeHte^ily pointed out to the (Jovernment that unless and 
until i-eligious ami secular education, the education given in the 
mosque and the educutiou given in the scht>ol, was comhioed in on© 
und the same seminary the numl)er of Mussidman children re<-eiving 
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educatiob recognised by the departiuent would not rise. A malctab 
course was accordingly deviseil aiul the numl>er of Mussalmau pupils 
rapidly increased. I am not certain what will bet'ome of the maktabs 
when this Act will couie into fone. Fnfortunutely funds are not 
available for the maintenain e of one set of sclusds and it is impossible 
to maintain a duplicate >et, the patshalas and the maktahs. So such 
a course of studies will have to he devised as will meet the spec'ial 
re<]uirements of the Mussalmaus. I understand tlifficulty in tl»is resj)ect i' 
has aiisen in Delhi where primary education lias been made eompulsory 
in the municipal urea. 

I think parallel (oiii-ses ot studies will have to 1h‘ prescril)ed for 
iiehools in rural and inhun areas, foi scloads atteuiled by the musses 
and the class<'s and foT sidiools intended for tlie education of tb,e 
agriculturists and the aitisans. In certain cases some stirt of hitureatioH 
at some stage might he neeessarx. All these things have to l>e very 
<arefully considered hy a sniull coiiiiiiittee of experts. As I have 
f^uid this sliould imt he left to the department (hat has not done anv- 
tliing in the di'^iied (hiertiiui all tins time. 1’his iTnjioitunt work 
should Is* entru>t(*d to wellknown educationists like the author of 
“'rntakahini,” ])i Holdndranith 'lagore, who has serevely cii1icise<i 
and ( iricatun'd ih<* juodiicts of the p!<*vaili!ig system of edlU’ution. 
I.ei them desire a •'Vstmu that will fiioduce men and not ]>an*ots. I 
nee<l haidly suy that the little (Mlu(.iti<»n tlie masM*v will receive in the 
most impressioimhle stu^r^. ,,t lite, will gieatly influeme them tor good 
and for evil thiou^h«)Ut (hen whole caieer. In fact tluur aims, fheir 
aspirations, ihcii menlalitv and outlook of life will he moulded and 
guided h\ what will he instilled int<* their minds in their childhood. 

One other thin^ that has t<» he home in mind in (liis connection 
is that so loitg the people taught their children what they liked. In 
futuie tliev will he coiniudled to teach u prescribed course. This course 
must h(‘ Milted 1i> their s()e( ial ie<juii einents. Hesides the matter to he 
taught, the metliod (d teaching and (he inachniery hy which it is to 
he taughf re<[uire very r-areful consideration. Tn these* cireunistaiiees 
1 hope and trust iii\ amendment will he accepted. 

Mr. A. il. DASH: Sir. I l)eg to oppose this amendment. The 
function of the committee proposed liy the mover <»f this amendment 
is to preseril>e a syllabus of studies. A preliminary dilhculty at once 
arises hy the use of the word '‘piescrilie" wliiih has a fiartirular 
meaning under clause 2(J3). It means that the I/ocal (ioveriimcnt 
presrril>e hy rules made under the Act. Another difficulty is that 
jirimary education is defined in clause 2 (14) as education in such 
subjeids and up to such standards as may l>e prcscrilied, that is to 
«ay, it is regulated hy the I^K>al Government after consulting the 
Central Committee. It is considered by Government quite undesirable 



788 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[25th Aug., 


that the power of final decision in the matter of syllabus should reside 
in any committee such as is proposed by the mover, and the reason 
for this decision is that the proposed committee cannot only deal with 
the question of syllabus from the expert point of view. Its function 
is hound to be political and to some extent relij^ious, in this way that 
it will have t(* prescribe a syllabus for niaktabs; it will have to 
prescrilM* for instance, if clause is passed, courses for reliffious 
instruction. I submit it is quite undesirable and almost impossible to 
constitute a committee which would he competent to dispose finally of 
all these intricate and delicate (|uestions. They are not, in fact, 
questions for expert educationists only. The committee, I hope I 
have been able to explain, is not at all necessary. Government can 
get all the expert advice on particular questions of syllabus and courses 
of study whene\er tl»e\ re(juire it. They should not be restricted by 
an\ statutory (ddi^iation to create a particular j-ommittee in the manner 
im>])osed by the mover tif this amendment. 

The motion of Mniilvi Abdul Kaiim wa'* then put and lo>t. 

The followiri^*- motions were ejilled hut not m(>ved : — 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that after clause 
5 the follouin^^ be inserted, namely: — 

“oA (/) As soon as may he after the Ontral Piimary Kducatiou 
Conimittee is (S)nstituted under this Act, the Cfuiimittee shall examine 
the existing: facilities for primaiy education in each district and abso 
the resource.^ for the further expansion of such fa< ilities whieh may 
he available in each district aftei- this Act comes into force, and 
prepare a sTatement indicating preneral lines of jiro^Me^s which may he 
necessary tor makinjr piimary education free and compulsory 
throu^:hout the pnkvinee in the <‘ourse of seven yeais. 

t.) 'I he Se( retarv to the (,\»mmittee shall send a copy of such 
statement to every Hoard and re([nire eacli Board to furnish to the 
(’ommittee u full programme of work for seven yeais on the general 
lines laid d<*wn in the statement for providing adequate facilities for 
primary education throughout the distiiet, and eaidi Board shall 
prejmre and submit such programme, 

(.‘B I’he (\>nimittee shall examine the programme framed by the 
Board and if in their judgment the programmes framed by the Boards 
are adei|uate they shall uilopt them. If in the opinion of the Com- 
mittee the programme framed hv any Board is not adequate, the 
Committee may, after such eomniunieation with the Board eoncerned 
a.s it deems necessary, amend or alter the programme in order to make 
it adequate for the purjxise of making primary education free and 
compulsory in the district concerned within seven years. 
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(J) The CoiniiiiUee shall thereafter piepare a jletniled atiitemeiit 
showing the nuniher and type of s<'hools to be started eveiy year in 
each district and the areas in which such schwds are to l>e started. 

(6) It shall be the duty of every Board to follow the programme 
for its district as embodied in the statement prt»])ared by the rommittee , 
unless for sufti<*ient reason a departure fmin the ]U'ogrnmnie la'come^i 
necessary and is approved by the Committee. 

The (Committee shall, from time to time, examine the progress 
made by th^ various Boards and, for this purpose, ma) <lire(’t local 
inspe('tion by the Secretary, and where in the o]>inion of the <(»mmittee 
the B(»ard has signally failed to follow the piogramme without 
sufficient reason, the Commit tet^ may recommend to the l^caal 
Government *hat action may l>e taken against the defaulting Board 
under sei timi 21 or section 22 as the ('ommiltee thinks fit.'’ 


Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that after 
clause o tlie following shall be inserted, namely: — 


“oA. There shall be a fund called the Bengal Primary Education 
Central Fund consisting of — 

(o) all contributions made by the Lo<al Government and in 
particular — 


liengal 

Primary 

KdttOfttioo 

Osntml 

Fund. 


tn all gianN made b\ the Loial Government afl(‘r the 
commencement of this Act for meeting the <<ist of 
Inspecting Staff employed b\ the Committee «h*aling 
solely with primary <*(lucati<»n and f(U’ meeting the 
recurring and non-recurring costs of schools or other 
organisat i<»n under the <-ontrol <»f the Committee for 
the training <»f teachers; 

{in all c4hei g-rants feiuiiing or noii-iecuriing made from 
time to time by the Local tiovernment for or in 
connection with primary education in rural areas in 
the province; 


ih) income from endowments or other propeities or as‘‘ets owned or 
managed l»y the (’ommittee under this Ac t and voluntary 
contributions made by individuals, (liaiitable boilies or 
institutions or otheiwise; 

{c) all other sums of money which may be received by the ('’ommittee 
under or for the purposes of this Ac t. 
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Bengal 5B. Primary Education Central Fund shall vest in the 

under its control and shall be held by it in trust foi 
Central the pu^joses this Act and in accordance with the provisions of thi« 

Pund made tliereunder. 

veet in fo^ ' 

Committee. 

Receipts ^ SC. All monies payable to the credit of the Bengal Primarj 
bt^t£e*^ Education Central Fund shall be paid iu to the Imperial Bank oi 

Imperial India. 

Bank of 
India. , 


Budget, 
of tlie 

Oommittao.^ 


51). The (Committee shall each year prepare a budpret estimate foi 
its income and expenditure for the eiisuin^^^ financial year in tht 
jirescribed form and in the prescribed manner and shall submit the sann 


to the Local (Government on or before the fiOth day of November. 


Control of 5E. The Local (Government may either ajiprove of the Budjje' 
Budget by (‘stimate or may cause it to be returned to the (’(unmittee with sucl 
Oovem- sug’g'estion.s for modifications as the Local (joverninent may thiiil 

ment. iK'cessary, and a revised Biidj^^et estimate shall be resui)mitted by tin 
(•ommittee to the Local (Governnienf for approval. 

Roporta to 5F. The (’ommittee shall annually submit a report to the Loca 
^tlio^*' (Govenimeni of the progrress of the ])rimary education within it 

Oommittoo. jurisdiction covering’ the activities of the Committee and Boards (hiring 
the financial year preceding’ tog’ctlier with a stat<MiH‘nt of income urn 
expenditure in the prescribed form and manner and tbe Loca 

(lovernuMuit sball publish it in tbe ('alcutiu (itKvttc witii its remark 

thereon. 

Supersea. 5(L (7) If at any time it appear to tin* Local (iovernnn‘iit that ; 

Oommittoo Committee is not competent to perform or persi.stently makes defaul 
in the performance of the duties imposed upon it by or under this Ac 
or exceeds or abuses its power tbe Ijix’uI (joverninent may, after lioldinj 
a ]»ublic iinjuiry by an order in writing:, remove all (‘lec ted and appointe< 
members of the committee and direct that tbe vaeain ic*; sliall thereupoi 
be filled by elei'tion in respeet of the elected members, liy appointmen 
in respect of the appointed members. 

(2) All vacancies caused by an order under sub-section (/) sliall b 
filled within two months from the date of such order and until th 
va(‘oncie.s are filled — 

(o) tlie powers and duties of the committee shall be exendsed ani 
performed by, and 

(6) all properties vested in the committee shall vest in such perso 
iu such manner a.> the Lwal Government may direct.*’ 
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The following aiiiendmeiits were (‘ailed but not niov«d,:^ 

Mr* BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for (laiigli 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“6. When this section (‘omes into force in any district, the Looal 
Oovernment shall establish for such district, a District Sciiool Board, 
consisting of the following members, namely: — 

{(i) The Chairman, and the Vi(‘e-Chairman of the District Board, 
cjr-officio. 

{h) The District Inspector of Si hools, ex-officio. 

{(') The Di>trict Health Officer, ex-officio. 

{(!) As many members as there are subdivisions in the district to 
be elated in tlie jirescribed manner by the members of the 
District Board : 

Provided that the number in no case shall be less than two. 

(c) One memb(*r from (*ach subdivision to be elected in the 
presciib.nl manner by the members of the Cnion Bour<l, 
T’ni<»n (’<»mmittees and Paiichayats. within the subdivision 
Imm amongst the meinbeis (d sinh rnion Bmirds, Cnion 
Committees ami Panchayats: 

Provid(‘d tiiat the number shall in no case be 1(‘H8 than two. 

if) As many members as tln*re are subdivisions in the district to 
be appointed by the lyocal (foveinment : 

Provided that tlu‘ number shall in no ca.se In* ](*hs than two and 
that tln*s4> shall be persons having experii*nce in editcaiional 
matters. 

if]) One teacher of a Primary School to be appointed by the Local 
(iov(‘rnment , on tlie n*commendation of the Board, for the 
first term of four years by the t<‘a<dierH of Ibiinary Schools. 

(/i) Two members to be ele( ted in the prescribed manner from 
among themselves by the Head Masters of High English 
Schools and Senior Madrasahs within the district. 

(/) One lady, having experience in educational matters, to be 
appointed by the Local Government on the recommendation 
of the Central Committee. 

(;) Two members of the inspecting staff of the distric t to be 
ap{M)inted by the Local Government on the recommendation 
of the C^entral Committee. 
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(/*; Two persons to be elected in the prescribed manner by such 
persons as pay an annual primary education cess of five 
* hundred rupees or up^urds from amon^ themselves. 

(/) ;Two persons to be elected in the prescribed manner by §uch 
persons as pay a primary education tax on trade, business 
or profession of an amount of one hundred rupees or 
upwards.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move that for clauses G (a) 
to (/) tlie following*- shall be substituted, namely: — 

”(n) The Ohairiiian of the District B(>ard {e.r-ipffirto). 

(It) I’lie Vice-Lhairinan of the District Board (cj'-o^rio). 

{(') The District Insj)ector of Schools (c.r-oj^c/o). 

(fl) Tlie District Dealt h Officer (cj'-offirio). 

(v) One member elected by each Local Board in the district. 

(/) Two teacloM's of Brimurv Schools in the district to be elected 
from amoii).^ them.selves. 

(//) Two members from each subdivision to be elected by the members 
oh the Union Boards, Union ('ommittees and Panchayats 
within the Subdivisiofi fnnn amon^rst the members of such 
Union B()ards, Uommittees and Panchayats, and 
(A) Five members to be nominated by the Jitaal Oovernment.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY, Rai Bahadur SATISH 
CHANDRA MUKHARJI and Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE to 

move that claiist* (i (a) shall be omitted. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE, Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH, Dr. AMULYA 
RATAN CHOSE and Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY to move 
that in the proviso to clau.se G (o), line 1, for the wor(L “two terms” 
the W(»rds “«Mie term” siiall be substitute<l. 


5-2’? p.m. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: I beg to move that clause 6 fb) be 
omitted. 

A reference to clau^» G (h) will show that it i> intended that Sub- 
divi.>ional Ma^i^istrates should also be included as member'^ of Di.strict 
School B<»urds in additi<iii tt> the District Mafristrates. I think District 
Magistrates should be suffi<*ient, ami 1 also think that subdivisional 
offi(‘eis are not wanted and will not be useful. On the other hand 
if the nuiul>er of members to he elected by union boards be increased 
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it would be more advantageous; whatever assistance the District School 
Boards may require they may get from the Chairmen of the liCH'al 
Boards as well as Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of District Boards and 
representatives of union boards. Therefore the presence of Sub- 
divisional Magistrates on the District Sc'hwd Boaids would be 
auperfluous. So 1 have moved that clause 6 {b) be omitted. 

Mr. A. J. DASH: 1 beg to o|H)pse this amendment. Tlie (‘onstitu- 
tion of the Distriit School Boards has been determined by (Government 
in the particular wav set forth in clause 0, with the object of obtaining, 
at an\ rate, 1 think, toi the first eight years of the working of the 
Act. tlie lie'^t administiutive skill and experience possible. The agency 
through which a gieat deal of the work of the Act will be carried 
out will be T'^nion Boards ami Banchasats. For that reason (iovernment 
iiave proposed subdivisional ofKcers as members (»f the District Sc'hool 
Boards. As the House is aware, subdi visional ofli(‘ers have very close 
<*ontr(d over Fnioii Boaids through the circle officers and it is expected 
that hy their inemhership they will help to make the Aet work 
efficiently and expedite the date when a jrroper system of rural primary 
education will extend from one end of the province to the other. For 
this reason 1 opjrose the motion to eliminate suhdi visional officers fioin 
the District School Boards. 

The motion of .Manhj Ahul Kasem was then put and lost. 

The folhoving motioiis wcue called hut not moved: — 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE and Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move 

that in <danso (1 ( h) for tlu* words “ Sufali visional Magistrates ” the 
words “ Distric t Ib'altli Offic<*r ” shall b«* siihstituted. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE to move that after clause G 
(c) th(‘ following shall fa* ins(*rtcd,* namely: - 

“ {(’1) the District Health Officer.” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK and Dr. NARESH 
CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that clause (» (c/) shall he omitted. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that for clansc (> id), tlie^ 
following shall lx* substituted, namely: — 

{d ) one im‘nihcr from each subdivision to be c*lect<xl in tin* 
prescribed manner by the members <»f the Local Boards.” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move that in 
clause 6 (e), line 1, the words ”and the Vice-f’hairman” be omitted. 
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My reasmi, w that when the Chairman of the District Board 
will be on the Distrit^t School Board I fail to see any reason why the 

Vice-Chairman should also be there. If the District School Boarda 

require any assistance from the Union or the District Boards on the 

sjMit the Chairman of the District Board will be quite sufficient for 

the purpose and the inclusion of the Vice-Chairman along with the 
Chairman is redundant. J, therefore, heg to commend my amendment 
for the uccej)tance of the House. 

Mfi Aa Ja DA8H: I beg to oppose this motion. Vir^e-Chairmen 
were placed on the District School Boards by the first Select Committee 
and (lovernujerjt have no difficulty in accepting their recommendation. 
As stated he foie, it is very necessary to get all the administrative 
exjieiieiicc [lossilflc on District School Boards. At present District 
Boaids administer priinaiy edu(*atiou anti it is n<»t difficult to under- 
stand that the Vice-(Miairinan will have valuable administrative 
exfierience, wliich should he jilaced at the disposal of tlie new District 
Scliool Board#. 

'J’lie motion of Mr. Mukunda liehary Mullick was then put and lost. 

^rhe folltiwiiig amendments were called but not moved: — 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that after clause h (c) the 
following shall h(‘ inserted, luiiiiely : — 

ice) t}n‘ ineinl>(*r of the Bengal Legi^latne Counril if piesentiiig 
the ruial an*as of tin* district, ex-offi« lo. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that 
cluiise (i if) shall be omitted. 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move tliat in rlaii>o 0 (//), 
line 1, for the words “ one memb(‘r, ” the words “ tliree members 
shall he inserted. 

Hail BAOI AMHED CHOWDHURY: 1 heg to move that in clause 
0 line 1, for the w(»rd> “one member for each subdivision,’’ the 
words “tw’O members for each subdivision” be substituted. 

He spoke in Bengali, the hinglish iiaiislation ot whi' h is us follows: — 

”Sir. I consider that the niimher <»f niemhers to be elected for the 
District Primary Kdin'atmu Board h\ the Union Boards and Pancliayet 
Committees under sub-clause (</) <^f clause (> of this Bill to he quite 
iiiadeijuate. One memlH-r only is to he elected by these Boards and 
this is very insufficient. Because it will In* the Union Boards that 
will h>ok after the proper administration of this Bill in the rural 
areas, and I think that the Union Boards should have the privilege cf 
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nendisf more than one repi-esentative only. So l5^*iwropo«e that ©aeh 
snbdivieiou should he able to send at least two representatives from 
the Onion Boards. The Hon’ble Minister gave me an undertaking to 
accept my motion, so I hope that this amendment will l>e warmly 
supported by all.” 

Mr. A. J. DASH: I l>eg to opp(»se this amendment. The proportion 
of members to be nominated, to be electe<l by Tnion Bmirds and by 
District Boards was settle<l in the first select committee ami their 
decision was that an e<|ual number of persons from each of these 
three S4un<‘es should bectune members of District ScIhm)! Boards. 
T^nless very gcmd reason is shown 1 should hesitate to re(‘ominend tlm 
House to deviate trcun the prop(»sals which are now in the Bill. Fnion 
Boards are at f)resent not very advam‘cd in all cases and perliaj)s it 
is undesirable, at the outset anylno^, to give them a larger repiesenta- 
tion. Ti larger representation is given them, it will jnean that the 
intiueiiee (tf l)rstri( t BojihN which aie at j>i’eseiit administering primary 
educutnm will, inidei the new School Boards, diminish, and it will 
also diminish tin* inHuencc ol the niemliers nominated by (lovernment 
in the administration ot piimarx education umler the District School 
Boards. I Would th<‘retoie a-^k the mover of this amendment not hi 
press it hut to m-cept the deeisiou of the first select committee and 
of (ton erimient that there should he only one meinhe? elected by Fnion v 
Boards tor ea<di s\ihdi\ i'‘iori. 

'I he motion of llaji Hadi Ahmed (’howdhur\ was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called hut not moved: — 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA t<i move that in tlause f» 
(//), for th(‘ word *’ Pum hayats " in Imtli tin* pluc(*s whcit* it ociurs, 
the wtirds “ village sc hool Board ” shall he .substituted. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: I beg to move torrnallv that in 
clause (>(//», lines 4 to f», the words “from amongst the memla*rs of 
such union hoaids, union cominitlees and pancha>*iits“ he omitted. 

Mr. A. J. DA8H: I Imve no idijertion to accept this ann*ndTnent 
on behalf of (tonci ninent, 

Tlic motion ot Mr, Sarut ('handra Jtal was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, T l>eg to move that 
after clause 6 ({/}, the following he inserted, namely: — 

one member from each suMi vision to lie appointed by the 
Ixxal (fovernrnent in consultation with the As«ociation, if any, 
representative of and lielonging to the depressed classes.” 

My idea is that w’hen there is going to he representatives of various 
officials and' non-officials on the District School Boards I think that 
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mine proviHion with regard <o the representation of the depressed classe!^ 
should also he made. Sir, I find however that there is a provision 
under clause 0 (h) that the Government retains to itself the power of 
nominating inemhers from each subdivision and if tlie idea is, that the 
representative of the depressed classes so far as the District School 
Boards are concerned, are intended to be included in that sub-clause, 
then I admit that my amendment is of no piactical use. But it that 
sub-clause does not mean that and the Government cannot nominate 
members of the depressed classes under that sub-clause then I beg to 
<*ommcnd uiv amendment foi tlie acceidunce of the House. 

Mr. A. «l. DASH: I beg to oppose this amend ineiit on the ground, 
first, that the discretion of tlie lirxal Government should in no way 
l»e limited. rh(‘rj* are certain niinoi difticulties in the wording of 
the amenflincnl tliat has been proposed. 1'lie difficulties will arise from 
the fact that the iiiovei words liis ameinlinent “one member from 
each subdivision.” It will Iw* noted that in tlie original (laiise the 
wording is “as tnany members as there are subdivisions” and it was 
not intended in tlie Hill to limit the liocal (ioveinment in nominating 
one member from each subdivision but only to limit the number ot 
members to be nominated by the Local Government, and 1 submit 
that the amendment should not limit the Local Government in that 
particular way. \ furtliiM* ditH<-ult\ arises and this is that in certain 
suhdi visi(»ns theie may he no depressed classes or no suflicient nuinhei 
of educationally backward classes v ho deserve tlie particular representa- 
tion that is projxKsed. On the otlier hand there may be other interests 
or classes who have a greater < laim on the nomination ol the Local 
Government. Hut, a.s I said above, the chief gi‘ound of objection is 
that the J^ocal (Government slumld he given unlettered power of 
nomination according to their di.srretion to rectify any particular 
difficulty that larinot now be fore'-een Imt which may arise. 

The motion of Mr. Mukumla Hehary Mullick was then, by leave 
of the (Viuncil, withdrawn. 

1’he following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that clause (> {h) shall 
be omitted. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that lor clause (> (h), the 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ (h) three educatumal e.xperts or persons interested in education, 
living within the district, to he appornted by the Local 
Government, one agricultural or industrial expert or persons 
having large agricultural or industrial concerns in the 
district,” 
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Dr. II^RESH CHAMDRA SEN GUPTA to move that for clause 6 
(h), thi following be substituted, namely; — 

** (ti) four persons to be nominated by the Local Government who 
shall be persons having expert knowledge of gt'neral, 
technical or agricultural education/* 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that the pioviso to clause 
6 (//) shall l>e omitted. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD H0S8AIN to move that in the proviso to 
clause 6 (h), line 2, after the word “two,” the following words shall 
be inserted, namely; — 

“and at least one of them should be a member of the Bengal 
Legislative rouncil representing any part of the district if not elected 
otherwise.” 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE to move that to the proviso 
to clause (J ih) after the w<»rd “two,” the following shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“these shall, whenever jmssible, be j»ersons having experience in 
educational matters.” 

Rai Sahib RANCH AN AN BARM A to move that to cluiise G <//), 
the following proviso shall be inserted, namely; — 

“Provided also that the JxkuI Government in appointing members 
under this clause shall take into consideration the claims of the 
‘‘educationally backward classes’ in the subdivision.” 

5-40 p.m. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that in clause 6 (i), 
line 1, for the words “one teacher,” the words “ two teachers” shall 
he substituted. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH and Rai Sahib PANCHANAN 

BARMA to move that in clau.se 0 G), line 1, after the word “school,” 
the words “for each subdivision ’ shall Im? inserted. 

Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA to move that to clause 6 (t), the 
following shall be added, namely: — 

“Provided that the number shall in no case be less than two/' 

51 
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Haji BADI AHMCD CHOWtiftvmhraHn^H'e clause 6, the 

followinj^ proviRo shall l)e added, naflaeiyt — * 

“Provided that of the appointments referred to in clauses (A) and 
(i) at least GO per cent, of the meml)ers shall he appointed from 
amongst the Muhammadans.” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that 
after clause 6 (i), the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

“(;) two members to be elected in the prescribed mauner from 
among themselves by the head masters of h%h' Bnglisb 
schools within the district. 

(A) one lady having experience in educational matters to be 
appointed hy the l.ocal (tovernment. 

(/) one person to he elected in tlie prescribed manner by such 
j)ersons as jiay an annual primary education cess of five 
hundred rupees or upwards from among themselves 

(nc) one person to be elected in the prescribed manner by such 
jiersons as pay a primaiy education tax on trade, business 
or profession under section 84 of an amount of one hundred 
rupees.” 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHAp of Nashipur, 

to move that to clause 0, the fcdlcming be added, namely: — 

“(y) one member to be* the person who pays the highest amount ol 
primary edu<*atio i cess in the tieasury of the district. 

(A) three members of the llengnl Legislative Council to hi 
appointed by the Local (•rovernmenf . 

{1) two members to be appointed by the T^ocal Government from 
persons jmying at least one tliousand rupees annually as 
primary education cess.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY (o move that to clause 6, the 
following shall In* added, namely; — 

“(y) one pci*son to be elected, in the prescribed manner, by 
persons as pay an annual primary education cess of five hundred 
rupeee or upwards from among themselves. 

(A) one pewibt to he elected in the p'ascribed mannar by etudi 
persona as pay a prinmry education tax on trade, finstnesa” ot 
ptofaseion of atT amouot of one hundred rupees and mwaids.*' 
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Mr. BUOnNUSAIl^lllCH HOY to move that to clause 6^ iha 
followiii^ shall be added, nan^tely; — 

« "fi ' 

“(# one teacher of a primary school to he appointed by the local 
Gevernmeut on the ret'orniuendations of the Central Committee. 

(ik) two members to be elected in the prescribed manner from among' 
themselves by the headmaster of high English schools and senior 
madrassas. 

(/) one member of the inspecting staff of the district to be elected 
by the teacheiu of primary schools of the district.” 

Mr. ttlOY PUMAD SINGH ROY to move that to clause b, th* 
following shall be added, namely: — 

“(;) A doctor having special knowledge in science of hygiene. 

{k) An educational expert. 

(/) An industrial ex|K‘rt. 

The last three members to b.^ appointed by the liocal (lovernment 
on the re< ommendatioiis of the Central Committee.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that to clause G, the 
following shall be added, namely: — 

“(y) one Muhammadan m-aiiiber from <‘uch sululivision to be elected 
in the piesdibed manner by the Muhaininadan population of the 
Fnitm Hoards, Cnion ( ommittees and Ihinchayats within the 
subdivision.” 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERilEE to move that after clause 6 (iX 
the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

“(;) two meinl^ers to be elected in tbe prescribed manner from 
among themselves hy the Iread masleis of high English icboob 
and senif»r imolrassas under the new srheme within the district.” 

^ Maiilvi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that after claune 6 (0, the 
following be added, namely: — 

“(;) one member expert in agriculture and industry to be elected 
in the prescribed manner by tbe district board.” 

Sir, Bengal is the most fertile province of India; it« soil is inore 
fertile than that of the Fnited States of America, Egypt or Japan, 
d^el. «« ^iterate cultivator of Bengal cunjiot produce as much crop 
a« a liteitote cultivator oi any of these countries produces in the same 
quanUty^of comparatively less fertile^ lapd. ^ And this largely due 
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to his illiteracy and more so to liis ^^R?t of education in the art of 
agriculture. Our home industry also has in a manner disappeared 
from our unfortunate country for a long time. Pecuniary distress has 
already reached its maximum not only in Bengal but also ever>^where 
in India. And I think it is high time for Government to educate 
the cultivators in agricultural and industrial matters also, as far as 
possible, so that they may leam the art of agriculture and industry *0 
a considerable extent like the educated cultivators of America and 
other civilised countries. If the cultivators can acquire knowledge in 
those arts, it is sure that they will he able to ameliorate their condition 
and to save themselves to a great extent from imminent ruin and 
destruction. A person sufficientlv learned in the said arts will be able 
to advise the school board regarding the education of the children in 
these important arts, I therefore hope that all the members of this 
House will cousider my amendment and have it carried unanimously. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I oppose the amendment. 
It w‘ems to me that the language of this amendment is rather vague. 
After all in every District Board there are members who may be called 
experts in agriculture and the mover wants that for that reason that 
they sliould have a seat on the Scliool Board The language conveys 
the idea that one such member has to be nominated to the School 
Board, but I think it is an almost impracticable proposition and there- 
fore I must oppose it. 

Mr. A. «l. DASH: I oppose the amendment. Tliere is no particular 
reason why the District Board should ele<t an extra member to the 
District School Board, They already have that power under suh-clause 
(f) and they can if they like elect an agricultural exi>ert. As a matter 
<3f fact I also ))elieve that the term “expert” is rather vague and some- 
times meaningless and may ri*eate difficulties if this term is used and 
District Boards are given the power of electing one extia member to 
Abe District School Board. 

The mol Ion of Mauivi Abdul ITakim was then put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that after clause' (> (/), the 
following shall be inserted, namely: — 

one expert in agriculture, one in public health and one in 
physical education.” 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY and Mr. 8. M. BOBE 

uLtiva that after clause 6 (i), the following shall be added^ nainefy: — 

*'(;) and one lady to be appointed by the Ijocal Govemuf^nt,” 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Th« iiiiestior. U that clause 6, as amended by 
the Coimcil, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and ajrreed to. 

As the member did not move his earlier amendments the following 
motion fell through : — 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI to move that necessary 
consequential amendments he made in Chapter III of the Bill. 


Clause 7. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 7, lines 
1 and 2 for the words “ Local Government the words “ (Vntrul 
Committee ” shall be substituted. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM to move that in clause 7 (I’L line 2, for the 
word, brackets and bdter “clause if)" the word, brackets and letter* 
** clauses (/) and (;) “ be substitut(*d. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that in clause 7 
for the word “ Panchayats “ \Uu*rever it occurs the words “Villago 
School Boards “ shall be substituted. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to mov<‘ tlnit after 
clause 7 (tti) the following shall l)e iii.serted, namely; — 

''(ir) head masters of high English schools do not elect the 
members referred to in clau.se ij) of section ti. 

(r) the persons paying primary ediication cess ami primary 
education tax do not elect the members referred to in clause* 
(/) and (in) of section f».” 

Mr. 8YAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE to move that after clause 7 
(m) the following shall be in.serted, namely: — 

**(iv) the head masters of high English schools and senior 
Madrassas under the new’ scheme do not elect the member* 
referred to in clause (;) of section ti.’* 

Mr« PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 7 stand pait of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 8. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rai Bahadur SATiSH CHANDRA MUKHARdI to move that for 
clause 8 the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

** 8 (/) Until the expiration of one term of four years mentioned 
in sub-section (2) of section 10 after establishment of the Board the 
Chairman of the District Board shall be the President of the Board and 
thereafter the President shall be a member of the Board elected in that 
behalf by the Board in the prescribed manner and approved by the 
Committee. 

(2) The Board shall from time to time elect for such period as it 
thinks fit, one of its members to be the Vice-President.” 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE to move that clUuse 8 (7) 
shall be omitted. 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move that for clause 8 (7) 
the following shall be substituted, namely : — 

” (7) Until the expiration of one term of four years as mentioned 
in sub-section (2) of section 10 of the first establishment of 
the Board the (Chairman of the District Board shall be the 
President of the District School Board and thereafter the 
President shall be a member of tlie Board elected on that 
behalf by tin* Board in the prescribed manner and approved 
by tlie Central Committee.” 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY to move tliat in clause 8 (7>, 
line 1, for the words “ There shall be a President of the Board, who ” 
the words “ The Chairman of th<‘ District Board shall be IVesident of 
the District School Board, who ” shall be substituted. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN, Mauivi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH, 
Mr. 8. M. B08E, Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY, Dr. AMULYA 
RATAN GH08E, Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE and Dr. 
NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA to move that in clause 8 (7), line 
2 for the words ” two terms of four years ” the words “ one term of 
four years ” shall be substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY to move that for clause 8 (2) 
the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“(2) The Board may from time to time elect, for such period as it 
thinks fit, one of its members to he the Vice-President; he 
being a Muhammadan if the President be a Hindu and 
rice versa*' 
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111 iihldiir KESHAS CHANDRA SANARai to moTe that after 
clauM S (2) the following be added, namely : — 

^^(5) that the President of the District School Board appointed 
3 * by the I^ocal Government shall be a retired Educationist or 
the Chairman of the District Board, as the case may be.’* 

Iir« PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 8 stand part of the Bill- 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Chtusr 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 0 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Chmu' VK 

The f(»ll(»wing motions were calle<l but not moved; — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in (.lause It) (2), 
lines 2 and d. for the words “four years” the words “three years” shall 
be substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 10 (2), 
lines 2 and d, for the uoids “tour >ears” the woijI.'i “two years” shall 
be substitiiteil. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 11 le (jiiestion Is that clause 10 staml ])ait of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agree<l to. 

('Ian. St' //. 

riie fnlhiuiiig motions were called but not moved; — 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE to move that for < lau8e 11 the 
following sliall be substituted, namely: — 

“11. (/) The Local (iovernment may at the instance r>f tin* Board 

by notification remove a President, Vice-President, or a member of the 
Board if he — 

(a) becomes incapable to act as a member of the Board ; or 

{h) is declared insolvent; or 

(r) has been or is convicted of any such offence; or 

(d) has been or is subject by Criminal Court to any such order as 
in the opinion of the Board implies a defect of < haracter 
involving moral turpitude which unfits him to liecome or to 
continue to l>e a President, Vi<e-Presidenf , or a member ol 
Ae Board ; 
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(e) without excuse sufficient in the opinion of the Board is ahsent 
for more than six consecutive meetings of the Board. 

(2) The Local Government may at the instance of the Board fix a 
period during which any pei-son so removed shall not be eligible for 
re-election or re-appointment.*’ 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 11 (1), 
line 1, for the words “The IjocuI Government” the words “The Central 
Committee” shall be substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 11 (I)r 
line 1, after the words “The Local Government” the words “at the 
instance of the Central Committee” slmll be added. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 11 (c), line 
1, after the word, “offence” the words “as involves moral turpitude” 
shall be inserted. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE, Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAK 
DUTY and Mr. S. M. BOSE to move that in clause 11 (i) (c), lines 3 and 
4, for the words “liocal (iovernment” the word “C’ommittee” shall be 
substituted. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY and Mr. S. M. BOSE to move 
that in clause 11 (/) (r), line 4, after the word “chara« ter” the words 
“involving moral turpitude” shall be inserted. 

Dr. AMULYA RAYAH GHOSE to move that in clause 11 {1) (d), 
lines 1 and 2, for the words ‘'I/)cal Government’’ the word “Committee” 
shall be substituted. 

Rai Bahadur SAYI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that 
clause 11 {2) shall be omitted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 11 (2), 
line 1, for the words “The Inwal Government” the words “The Central 
Coiinnittee” shall be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The 4 uestioii is that clause 11 stand part (»f the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauses 12 to 16, 

Mr. PR ESI DENY. The question is that clauses 12, !•% 14 and 15 
itand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 16. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 16, lines- 
2 and Jl, the words “the public generally or” shall be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 16 stand part of tho 
BiU. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 17. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE 1o move that clause 17 shall 
be omitted. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE <o move tlmt in (dause 17, 
last line, after the words “he has*’ the words “in the opinion of the 
Boaid a peisonal * shall be inserted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 17, line 
4, befoie the wmd “peiun iarv” the \Nord “personal” shall be inserted 
and the words “in the opinion of tlie (.’ouncil” shall be added at the 
end. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 'I'he (juestion is that clause 17 stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

5-55 p.m. 

Clause IS. 

The following amendments were called but not moved : — 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE to move that < lause 18 (2) 
shall be omitted. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE that in clause IS (J), line 1, 
after the word “Vice-President” the words “or the Distiict Kducaiional 
Ofhv-er” shall l>e inserted and in the last line after the word “Vice- 
President” the words ‘‘or the District Educational Officer as the case 
may be” shall l>e in.serted. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that to clause 18, 
after sub-clause (4) the following be added, namely: — 

“651 The liOeal Government may, at any time, on the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee provide by notification that the iVesident of any 
Board shall, be entitled to such salary or allowance as the Tiocaf 
Government thinks fit.*' 



GOVERNMENT BILL. [25th Ah#., 

PRESIDENT! The question is thatjclnuse 18 stand part if tha 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 19. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY to move that in clause 19 (7) the word 
''and” at the end of sub-clause (rn) shall be omitted and the following 
sub-clause shall be inserted after that sub-clause, namely: — 

“(riifl) the improvement of the method of teaching on the lines 
now followed in European and American Primary Schools 
with a view to foster the development of the power of 
observation and of thinking in the pupils; and” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 19 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 20. 

The following inotion.s were called but not moved: — 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD H088AIN to move that clause 29 shall be- 
omitted. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE to move that for clause 20 
the following shall he substituted, namely: — 

“20. When the Local Government is of opinion that any resolution, 
•order or action of the Hoard is in excess of the powers conferred on it 
by this Act, it shall draw the attention of the Hoard to such resolution, 
order or action, and after ascertaining the views of the Hoard, the Local 
Government, unless its (»pini(tn is altered on leceipt of such views, 
■shall refer the mutter to the Advocate-General of Heiigal for opinion. 
The Tiocal Government shall then direct the Hoard to take necessaiy 
action in accordam*e with the opinion of the Adv(K‘ate-General and the 
Board shall comply with such directions.*’ 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY to move that for clause 20 the 
following shall be sukstituted, namely:-— 

“20. The District School Board may by order in writing suspend 
the execution of ait,v resolution or order of the Central Committee and 
prohibit the doing and completion of any act which is about to be done 
«r is being done in pursuance of or under cover of this Act, if, in its 
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opiaMi the resolution, otder or net is in excess of the powers conferred 
by the law, subject, however, to a revisional power to be exercised by 
the Local Government after due and proper inquiry.” 

I 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 20, line 
1, for the words “the Commissioner of the Division” the words “The 
Central Committee” shall be substituted and in line 3 for the words 
“within his jurisdiction” the woixls “within the division” shall be 
substituted and in line 6 for the words “in his opinion” the words “in 
its opinion” shall be substituted. 


Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that in 
clause 20, line 1, for the words “Commissioner of the Division” the 
words “Ix)cal Government” shall be substituted and for the word “his” 
whenever it occurs the word “its” shall be substituted. 

* 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY to move that in clause 20, 
line 1, for the words “Commissioner of the Division” the words “Jiocal 
Government after con^ultinjj the Committee” shall be substituted. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move that in clause 20, lin.* 1, 
for th.‘ words “The Commis>Nioner of the Division” the words “The 
Ceutial Primurv Education Committee” shall be substituted. 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BABU and Mr. 8. M. B08E to move 
that in clause 20, line 1, for the words “Commissioner of the Division” 
the words “Local (ifovernment after consulting? the ('ommittee” shall lie 
substituted; and in line 3, the words “situate within his jurisdiction” 
shall be omitted; and in line 5, the words “within such jurisdiction” 
shall be omitted; and in line 0, for the word “his” the word “its” 
shall be substituted. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA to move that in clause 20, 
line 1, for the words “Commissioner of tha Divi.sion” the words 
“Director of Public Instruction” shall be substituted and in line 3, the 
words “situate within his jurisdiction” and in line 5, the words “within 
such jurisdiction” shall be omitted; and, at the end of the clause the 
following l)e added ; namely : — 

“The Director of I’ublic Instruction shall forthwith coiniiiunicate 
his order to the (Committee who may, after considering such repnesenta- 
tion as the Board concerned may make, confirm, set aside or amend the 
order of the Director of Public Instruction and the decision of the 
Committee shall be final.” 
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Rai Bihatfur SATItH CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that in 
clause 20, line 1, after the word ‘‘Commissioner of the Division^* the 
words “or the Committee” shall be inserted. 

Mautvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 20, line Ir 
after the word “may” the words “on the recommendation of the 
Central Trimaiy Education Committee” shall be inserted. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move that in clause 20^ 
line 0, the words “situate within his jurisdiction” shall be omitted. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move that in clause 20, 
line 6, the words “within such jurisdiction” shall 1)3 omitted. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move that in clause 20, 
line 0, fr»r the word “his” the word “its” shall be substituted. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that to clause 20, the 
followiiif^ shall be added, namely: — 

“ but an appeal shall lie from such order to the Local Government.”’ 

Mrt PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 20 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 21. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move timt for clause 21 (1) 
the following shall be substituted, namely : — 

“ 21. {1) If at any time it appears to the C(*ntral Committee that 

a Board or its President has made default in performing any duty 
imposed by or under this Act, the Local Government may, on the 
recommendation of the Central Committee, fix a period by an order in 
writing, for the performance of stich duty.” 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that in clause 21 
(7), lines I and 2 for the words “ if at any time it appears to the Local 
Government ” the following words shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ If, at any time, the Local Government is satisfied upon the report 
of the Committee.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU to move that in clause 21 (1) 
for the words “ the Local Government ” in the two places where they 
occur, the w'ords “ the Central Primary Education Committee ” shall 
be substituted. 
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Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY to move that in clause 21 (/)» 
for the words “ Local Government ’* in the two places wliere they 
occar, the words “ Central Committee ” shall be substituted. 

Militvl ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 21 (/), line 
4, after the word ** may ” the words ** on the recommendation of the 
Central Primary Education Committee ” shall be inserted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move that in cluu.se 21 (2), 
line 2, for the w'ords “ the Local Government " the words “ the Central 
Primary blducation Committee ” shall be substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY to move that in i lause 21 (2), 
line 2, for the words Local Government ” the words “ Central 
Committee ” shall be substituted. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 21 (2). 
line 2, after tlie word “ may the w'ords “ on the recommendation of 
the Central Primary Education Committee ” shall be inserted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU to move that in clause 21 (3), 
for the words the Local Government ” in the two plact‘s where they 
occur, the w'ords “ the Central Primary Education (\>mmittee ” shall 
be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 21 stand j)art (*f the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 22. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE to move that for clause 22 (i) 
the following shall be inserted, namely : — 

(7) If at any time the Local Government is satisfied that a Board 
is not carrying out its duties properly or considers that the policy of 
the Bdard is such as seriously to prejudice the* educational interests 
under its care, it may draw' attention of the Board to the matter 
specifying the grounds on which the Local Government is so satisfied 
and after obtaining and considering the views of the Board thereupon, 
it may by notification order the reconstitution of the Board by a date 
to be fixed in the notification, and thereupon the Board shall be 
reconstituted in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and the 
existing members of the Board, appointed and tdected, shall from tha 
date to be specified in such notifications, cease to be members of the 
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Boards and all powain and dntiea of the Board shall' be exercised and 
performed by^ aad all property vested in the Board shall vest in 
constituted Board : ^ 

Provided that the Local Government shall in such case present to 
the Bengal Legislative Council at its next following session for its 
consideration and discussion a full statement of the reasons for suck 
order along with the papers, showing in detail the matter or matterf^ 
in respect of which the Local Government and Board are in , 
disagreement.” 

Wf. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 22 the 
following shall he substituted, namely : — 

” 22. If at any time it appears to the Central Committee that a 
Districjt S(diool Board is not competent to perform or persistently makea 
default in the performance of, the duties upon it b\ or under this or 
any other act or exceeds or abuses its powers, the Central Committee 
may, after a public iiujuiry recommend to the Local Government that 
all the elected and a])pointed members of the Council he removed. 

The JiOcal Government if it accepts the recommendation shall, by an 
order in writing, remove all elected or appointed members of such 
Council and direct that the vacancies shall thereupon be filled by 
election in respect of elected members and by appointment in respect of 
appointed niemhers.” 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that in clause 22 
line 1, for the words “it appears” the words, “the Committee 
reports” shall he substituted. 

Rai Bahadur SATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that in 
clause 22, lines 1 and 2, after the words “Local Government” the 
words “after consultation with the Committee” shall be inserted. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 22 (7), 
line 5, after the word “may” the words “on the recommendation of the 
Central Primary Kducation (’ommittee” shall be inserted. 

Maulvl ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 22 (/), 
lines 10 and 11, the words “or that all the vacancies shall l)e filled by 
appointment” shall W omitted. 

Mr. BUDY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 22 ( 2 ) 

♦fter the woixl “vest” the words “in consultation with the Central 
Committee” shall be inserted. ^ 
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Mn NAfliNMlII ICUliAR BASU to move thet in clauee 892 (8), 
lilies 6 end 7, for the words ''such person, in such mwicOr, ^ the Local 
Govemment may direct” the following shall be substituted, namely; — 

f 

*'the Central Primary’ Education Committee.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 22 stand part of the 
BiU. 

' The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 23. 

The following motions were colled but not moved: — 

Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 2f‘i {1} 
(h), line 1, after the words ‘‘and to prepare” the words “in the manner 
prescribed by the Iward” shall be inserted. 

Mr. BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 
211 (/) {<'), the following shall be sul>stituted, namely: — 

”{r) to prepan* s<*hemes f?otu time to time for the progressive and 
compieheiiMve oiganisation of piimarv education within 
the aica under the jurisdiction of the boar<l ; to prepare 
estimates ot the same and to execute the same after the 
sanction of the sclieme and estimates by the Centml 
Coiiiiiiiltee.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY to move that in (luuHe 2d (/) 
(r), line 1, after the word “seheines" the woids ‘‘progiessive jiml 
comprehensive" shall be inserted and at the end of the words “subject 
to the approval of the Central (Vnninitlee” ^hall be added. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that in clause 2d, 
for the words “panchayat” and ‘‘pnnehayats” wherever ♦ they occur, 
the word.s '‘village schwd Ixrnrd” and “village school Iwurds” 
respe<‘tively, shall la* substituted. 

Rai Bahadur SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARdi and Mr. BIJOIT. 
PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that to clause 2d (I) (d), the following 
shall be added, namely: — 

*‘or closing down unnecessary schools and consolidating or uniting fl^ 
or moth Bchooli.” 
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Ral tahib PANCHANAN BARMA to more tliat after clause 23 
(1) (<f), the jiollowitij^ shall be inserted, namely: — 

*^{dl) to arrange for establishing primary schools first in backward 
localities,” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 23 {1} (/), 
line 3, after the word “paiichayats” the words “all buildings for” shall 
be added. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY t<» move that for clause 23 (/) (^), 
ihe following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“(.V) Subject to the prescribed conditions sanctioned by the Central 
Committee to appoint and fix and pay the salaries of teachers 
and other members of the e.stablishment and to draw up 
for the approval of the Central Committee terms and 
conditions f»f leave, allowan(‘es and annuities of teachers and 
other members of the staff.” 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE to move tliat for clause 23 (1) 
(g), the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

*'{(;) to draw up for the approval of the (iovernment the general 
terms and conditions of appointment and grant < i salaries, 
annuities, allowances, and leave to teaihers and other 
members of the establishment uj)])ointed In the Board; 

((/fj) (0 apjioint and pay the salaries of, 

(n) to grunt jiensions and gratuities to, 

(ill) to form and manage a provident or annuity fund for, 

(ir) to compel contribution to such fund from, and 

(c) to supplement such contribution of the establishment and 
the teachers appointed by the Board.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that to clause 23 (I) (g), 
the following shall be added, namely: — 

« 

•‘and to draw up for the approval of the Central Committee the general 
^iilNnns and conditions of appointment and grant of annuities, allowances, 
« leave to teachers and other members of the establishment.” 

Rai Bahadur BATISH CHANDRA MUKHARdI to move that in 
Jiol%use 23 (2) (,<;), the words “under public management or ap^inted 

the Board” shall be added. ^ ' 
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Mfa BlifOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 23 (1) 
(h), line L before the words “to prrniit” the words “to register and” shall 
be inserted. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause l?‘i (/> (/), 
lines 1 and 2, after the words “the Director of l*uhlic Instruction” the 
words “through the Central Committee" ^hall he inserted. 


Rai Bahadur SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI to mo^e that in 
clause 2d (7) (/), after the words “Director of Duhli(‘ Instruction" the 
words “or to the Committee" shall he inserteil. 


Rai Bahadur SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI to m(>ve that at 
the end ot ♦•lau^e 2-1 (/) </ai, the wokI.s “or h\ the Committee" shall he 
added. 


Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE to move that for clause 
2d (7) (/<) tlie tidlowiiig shall he substituted, namely: — 

“(/<) to prepare schemes for the compulsory attendance of cdiildren 
in schools and to give effect to them after a])proval by I^oc'al 
Govern ment ; 

{<}) to arrange in the prescribed manner for enfc^rcing comjiulsory 
attendance (d children in schocds under the provisions of the 
Act; 

(/>) to enforce witlim its jurisdiction the provisioii.s of this Act and 
rules and regulations made thereunder; 

<cy) to prepare and submit to the Government such returns, 
statements and reports as may from time to time be recjuired 
by it ; 

(r) to make proposals to the Government from time to time 
regarding the standard, curriculum of studies and text-l>ooks 
for primary schools in the district; 

<i) to make with the previous sanction of the Board rules and 
regulations for the management and conduct of primary 
schools within its jurisdiction; and 

<f) to do all other acts, matters or things incidental to, necessary 
or expedient for, the proper discharge of the duties imposed 
upon it/* 
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Rai Bahadur BATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that after 
clause 23 (7) (n) the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

“(o) to prepare schemes for the compulsory attendance of children 
in schools and to give effect to them after approval by the 
Committee and the local Government ; 

ip) to arrange in the prescribed manner for enforcing compulsory 
attendance of children in schools under the provisions of the 
Ttct f 

(fj) to enforce within its jurisdiction the provisions of this Act and 
rules and regulations made thereunder; 

(r) to prepare and submit to the Committee such returns, statements, 

and reports as may from time to time be required by it ; 

(s) to make j)ro})osals to the (‘ommittee from time to time regarding 

the standard, curriculum of studies and text-books for 
piimary schools in the district.” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA to move tliat at tlie end of 
clause 23, the following be added, namely: — 

‘‘(/i) For carrying on its duties under this Act every Board shall 
have the ]K)wer, subject to prescribed (onditions and with 
the ju-evious sanction of tin* Local ( H)ver?inn'nt, to raise a 
loan by means of debentures, ju'ornissoiN notes, bills of 
exchange or otherwise and to hyj)othccat»* aii\ ol its piojierty 
and assets including an> future incoim* for the )>a\nient of 
such loan.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestion is that clause 23 stand ['art of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 24. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rii Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that in 
clauses 24 (/) and uL, lines I and 2, alter the words “Director of Public 
Instruction” the words “and the Committee” shall be inserted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move that in clauses 24 (i) 
and {it) for the words “Director of Public Instruction” and “he” 
respec'tively the wordla “the Central Primary Education Committee” and 

shall be substituted. 
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Ml. PRESIDENT! The question is that clause 24 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 2S. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that in 
clause 25, line 2, after the words “Director of Public Instruction” the 
words “or the Committee” shall be inserted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY to move that in clause 25, line 
2, after the words “Director of Public Instruction’* the words “through 
the Central Committee” shall be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ([uestion is that clause 25 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was j»ut and agreed to. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE to m()\e that atti>r ( laus<* 25 
the following shall lu* inserted, namely: — 

“25A. (/i Kach Board shall appoint a ilistrn t (‘ducational officer 
who shall be a whole-time oHi<<T of the Board and shall receive su< h 
salary and allowances as may be deteriinne<l b\ the Board within time 
limit fixed by the Local (io% eminent in this behalf. 

(2) Subject to the control and direction of the Board the district 
ediuational officer shall act as its principal executixc* officer with such 
general imwers and duties as may from time to time be prescribed by 
the Board and such other duties as may from time to time be assigned 
to him by the Board.” 


Clause 26. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY to move that to clause 26 (/) 
the words t‘«ubject to the approval of the Central Committee” shall 
be added. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 26 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 27. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clau^e 27 stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2S. 

The following motion wa.s called but not moved : — 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in the proviso to 
clause 2S, line 4, aft<‘r the word “referred” the words “tlirough the 
(’entrul Ibimarv Kducatioii (’ommittee" shall be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 28 stand ]>art of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 29. 

4'hi* following motion was called but not moved: — 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur, 

to move that clause 29 shall be omitted. 

As saint ion was retused to the members original motion ihe 
following motion fell through: — 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI to move that ne<'essary 
consequential amendments be made in the other clauses of the Bill. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur, to 

move that after clause 29 ( />, the following pi‘oviso shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“Provided that the provisions of this chapter shall not come into 
fon'e in any area unless a scheme for making primary education free 
and compnl«orv in that area within the period of three years from the 
proposed date of enforcement of thi.s chapter has l)een previously 
sanctioned.” 
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MWivi TAMiZUODIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move fhat after 
claiiae 29 (/), the following proviso l)e inserted, namely — 

‘‘Provided that the provisions of this chapter shall not come into 
force in any area, unless a scheme for making primary education com- 
pulsorj' in that area under the provisions of Chapter IX within the 
period of three years from the proposed date of enforcement id this 
chapter has been previously sanctioned/* 

I think, Sir, that the period of thrc'e years should be snthricnt within 
which Government ought to be able to see that piiinary tMlucatiou is 
made compulsory in an area where the cess is levic<l. Sir. I liave 
therefore tabled this motion in that view and 1 think it will he adopted. 

Mr, A. d. DASH: Sir. I beg to oppose this aiuciuliuent, and 1 would 
request the mover not to pres.s it. lie says that a period of ihiee u'ars 
is sufficient time within which it should be possible for (loveiiiment to 
proviile facilities for primary education which uonld jnstify comjiulsion 
being introdmed in a district. Fnfortunately tlie resources ij\ailable 
to the Department of Public Instruction are not .sncli as to enable 
Government to provide facilities f«»r tiie extension of primary I'dm'ation 
within a period of three years It would be impossible t<i gi\e effect to 
this proviso with the resouri'es available; and it will mean that the 
whole operation of tlie Act will be negatived, if this proviso is accept- 
ed by the Coumdl. 

The inotiim of Maiilvi Tamizuddin Khan was then jiut and lost. 

The following motion was culled hut not moved: — 

Rai Bahadur 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that in 
clause (2). in line 1, after the words “The Primary Ihlucation Cess” 
the word “<*rdinarily” shall be inserted. 

6-10 p.m. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: 1 beL^ t<. ino\e that in <‘lansf (2i, line 1, after 
the word “levied” the words “at the rate of lliiee and a half pice on each 
rupee of annual net profits fiom inine.s and (juariies and” be inserleil 
and in line d the words “mines, qnariies” be omitted. 

Sir, the effect of this amendment, if the Iloirble Minister will see his 
way to accept it, will be to lighten the burden which this Hill seeks to 
impose upon the Coal Industry, to a limited e.xtent. The const it nem y 
which I have the honour to represent in this House, the Indian Mining 
Association, is in full sympathy with the piincijde of free printary 
education. It is only when we come to the manner in which it is 
propo^eil in this Bill to laisp the necessary funds that we (-aiinof see eye 
to eve with, the ITon’ble Minister. Our fii^t objecti»in is that the 
provLsions of this clause take the form «»f a provim ial tax on income. 
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We consider that this is rather a dangerous principle, and I should like 
to point out that the provisions even of this Bill bring about an 
inequality, and it is this. This Bill refers only to the province of 
Bengal. There are a larger number of collieries in the neighbouring 
province of Bihar and Orissa than in this province and they will pay 
no education cess. I simply point this out in order to convince the 
Government that provincial taxes on income lead to inequalities. 

My second objection, a more serious one, is that this clause seeks 
to single out foi- taxation, the interests which I represent, merely because 
it so happens that in the Indian Cess Act the same industry was singled 
out. I do not want to press this point, but I would like to make it clear 
that, so far as the coal industry is concerned, we shall fight with all the 
means in our power against any future legislation which may single out 
our industry for taxation without imposing such taxation on others. 
Primary education is a national cause and every industry should con- 
tribute to it according to its (‘apacity to pay. However, as 1 have said, 
we have decided not to press this point on this occasion. 

My third objection is that the tax proposed is too heavy for the coal 
industry to bear in the condition in which it now finds itself. I do not 
W’ish to take up the time of the House. I would just like to let the House 
know what the facts are. During the war a large part of oui roal was 
coinmaiuleered by Government and we did not get tlie price whi(di we 
should otherw’ise have got. There was a brief peiiful of })ios])erity 
after that, but it was during that j)eriod tliat the Government of India 
imposed restrictions on the export of coal t(» foieign countries. Tlie 
result of that was that we lost a large part of our trade, and the very 
severe depression through which the trade went aftei this short period 
of prosperity was largely due to the.se restrictions on exi)ort. Now, Sir, 
we find o\ii selves in a slightly better position than we were a \ear ago. 
Price.s have risen slightly and they are just sufficient for certain 
collieries which have Selected Grade coal, which can be worked cheaply, 
to make a moderate prcdit, but there are many other collierie.s which are 
still stiuggling for existence. I submit, therefore, that a tax of JU pice 
in the rupee is as minh as the industry which I represent <‘an be 
expected tf) pay in addition to the income-tax at one anna seven pies 
which it imw’ pays to the Government of India and the Road and Public 
Works Cess which it pays at one anna in the rupee. I appeal, therefore, 
to the Hon’ble Mini.ster to accept my amendment. 

Thf Hon’bl 9 Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: Although the two 
Select Coinmiltees decided that the cess should be h pice on mines and 
quarries, but after going further into the question and after receiving 
a deputation from the Mining Association and the Mining Federation, 
I have come to the conclu.sion that it would be reasonable and fair if the 
amendment proposed is accepted. I, therefore, accept the amendment. 
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Th* motion of Mr. I. A. Clark was tken put and agraed to. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA, Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H 
CHANDRA MUKHARJI, Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY. 
Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE, Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE, 
Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY, and Babu 8UK LAL NAC to move 
that in ilduse *39 line 2, for the words “five pice" the words “four 
pice*' shall be substituted. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Naahipur, 
and Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move that in clause 20 (2), 
line 2, for the word “five” the word “three” shall be substituted. 

Babu 8UK LAL NAG to move that in t lause 29 (2), line 2, for the 
words “ annual value " the word “ revenue “ shall be substituted. 

Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY and Mr. 8. M. B08E to move 

that in clause 29 {2», I'lie .*1, the uonls “mines, (juarries” shall be 
omitted. 

Babu 8UK LAL NAC t<> mo\e that to < lau.se 29 (2». the followinj^r 
be a<l(lt*(l namely : — 

“ami on ev(*rv inp<‘e oi the incomt‘-tax pa\al)h‘ under the Indian 
]m()in(*-tax Ait. Ht22 (XI oi 1922 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to mo\c that to 
clau''e 29 i2i. the lidlouin^* pniMso shall he a<hhul, nanM‘l> : — 

“ l*ro\id(*d that it sliall he lawful lot the Local (io\e?nment to levy 
primary education cess at a lower rate than the rate provided in this 
section hut not lower than two pj<‘(* on I'acli rup«‘e if the Local 
Government is satisfied that in any flistrn t tlie full <m‘ss is not r«*(juire<l 
to mak4» primary education compulsorv. In such ca-Hcs the minimum 
tux shall he paid halt and half hetween the lamllonl and tenant or in 
such otlier way as the Local (iovernimuit ma> think fit and proper.” 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur, to 

move that to < lau^e 29, the followinff provi.no In* addful, nuimdy : — 

“ Provided that no primary edueation ee«s shall h<‘ levied in any 
district or part of a district under this section unless the District 
Primary Education Fund of the district (oncerned has shown in the 
preceding!: financial year an income credited to the fund under section 
36, which in the opinion of the Local Government is not less than tlie 
estimated amount of the primary" education cess of the district or any 
part thereof as the case may be.“ 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 29, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 30. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur, to 

move that ('lauHe.s 30, 31, 32, 33 and 3o shall be omitted. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that for 
clause 30, the following shall be sub.^tituted, namely; — 

“ 30 (7) Except as otherwise jirovided in this Act the primary 
education cess shall be jiaid to the union board or tli(‘ Panchay(‘t within 
the jurisdiction ol which the land, the mines, the (juarries, tiie 
tramways, railways and the immovable propiuty mentioned in section 
24, clause {2) is situated and the union board or the Ibinchayet 
concerned shall collect the tax as if it were the union rate or the 
chowkidari rate. 

{2) Every cultivating raiyat shall pay to the union board or the 
Panchayet concerned seven-tmiths of the said primary edu(*ation cess 
calculated at the rate provided in sub-.section (2» of section 29 upon the 
rent payable by him or upon the annual value as ascertained under the 
provisions of the (Vss Act, 188(1, of the land held by him. 

(d) Evei\\ hobler of a tenure shall pay yearly three-tenths of the 
said primary education cess calculated at tin* rati* provided in sub- 
section (2) of section 29 upon the rent received b\ him from the 
cultivating raiyat or upon the annual value as asc(*rtained under the 
provisions of (he (’ess Act, 188(1, of (he land held l)y him in khas, less a 
deduction to be calculated at one and a half pice for every rupee of the 
rent payable by him for siu h tenure, 

{4) Every holder of an estate shall pay yearly three-tenths of the 
eaid primary education cess cahudated at the rate provided in sub- 
section (2) of section 29 upon tlie lent ret'cived by him from tenure- 
holder or cultivating raiyats or on the annual value as ascertained 
under the provisions of the Cess Act, 1880, of (he land held by him in 
khas, less a deduction to be calculated at one and a half pice for every 
nuiee of the revenue entered in the valuation roll of such estate as 
payable in respt*ct thereof.” 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur, to 

move that for sub-clauses (2), (7) and {4) of clause 30, the following 
shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ (2) Every holder of estate or tenure shall pay direct to the 
Collector one-fourth of the entire amount of the primary education cesa 
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calculated on the annual value of the lands comprised in such estate or 
tenure at the rate provided in sub-section (;?) of section 29. 

( 3 ) Every cult i vat in {j: raiynt shall pay three-fourth of the entire 
amount of the said primary education cess as provided in sub-section 
{ 2 ) of section 29 to the union boards or Panchayats (like the chowkidari 
rate or the union rate) and who in their turn, shall remit the cess so 
realised to the District Majjistrate after deducting 10 per cent, thereof 
to defray the cost of collection/* 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY to move that for clause 80 ( 2 ), the 
following shall he substituted, liumely : — 

“ (2 1 Kvery holder of an estate shall yearlv pay to the ('ollector his 
share of primary education cos (ah ulated at the rate of one ])ice for 
every rupee of the annual value of the lands comprised iti such estate 
le>s a di'duction to be calculated at one and a half pic(‘ for every rupee 
of tlu* r<*venue entered in tlu* \aluation roll ot such estatt' as payable in 
respect thmeof.” 

Babu 8UK LAL NAG to move that in (laine 80 (2). line 8, for the 
words “anfiual \alue ' tlie woid ’‘revenue” shall be substituted. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN antf Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY 
MULLICK to mo\e that in (lause 80 (2), line 5, for the words “one 
and a hall pice’ the words ‘‘three pice” shall l)e .substituted. 

Maulvi ABDU8 SAMAD: Sir, before 1 move my atnendinent 
No. -“45, may I ask your permission to move amendments Nos. 8t>! and 
880, ahmif with the present one, as they all relate to the subjei t of 
fixin^^ the ratio in which thi> tax would be paid by the tenants^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you had better move them separately, 
and should confine yourself at present to amen<lment No. 845. 

Maulvi ABDU8 SAMAD: I be^ to move that in clause -id (2), line 
5, for the words “one and a half pice” the words “two and a half pice” 
be substituted. 

In thi.s Pill the amount of tax has been proposed to be losessed 
at 5 pice in the rupee. We have no di.^pute about that. 8’he ij nest ion 
is in what proportion this is to be apportioned between landlords and 
tenants, and the present Bill provides that the tenant has to pay •'»§ pi<’e 
and the landlord li pice. In my opinion the tenant’s shaie has been 
rather disproportionate. This Bill we all know passed throujfh Select 
Committee twice and, if I rcmemWr aright, the majority of the memlieni 
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of the Select Committed recommended that the tenant was to pay 2 pice 
and the landlord 3 pice. Now, in this Bill if it were provided that the 
tenant was to pay 3 pice and the landlord 2 pice, there might have been 
some justification to support the provisions of this Bill, but instead of 
that the Bill provides pice for the landlord and pice for the 
tenant. I submit, Sir, that the tenant is not in a position to pay this 
amount of tax. He has already, on account of the introduction of the 
union boards, to pay union rates, the road and public works cess, and 
in addition to these, this education cess is going to be levied upon him. 
Sir, as their representatives we all wanted that compulsory primary 
educatit)n should be introduced, but we do not know whether in actual 
operation of the Bill it would be a blessing in disguise or a cause of 
additional burden on them, because we do not know whether the tenant 
would he able to pay this amount of tax or not. Therefore, I would 
appeal to the House that this clause should be so amended as to make the 
tax equally payable by the landlords and the tenants, and I hope my 
amendment w’ill be accepted. 

p.m. 

Mauivi HA88AN ALI: Sir, I am at one with the Hon’ble ^Minister 
for Kducatiori in thinking that the ciying need of rural Bengal is the 
introduction of compulsory juimarv education in the country. But, 
Sir, I am not at one with him %vhen he proposes that the cultivating 
raiyat will have to pay 31 pice in the rupee upon his rent or annual 
value of his land and the landlords will have to pay only 11 ])ice in the 
rupee U])on the annual value of In'* estate c^r tenure. The llon’hle 
Minister ha** made a tour in certain distriets of Bengal and has a-^eer- 
tained the feeling of the cultivating classes with regard to need of 
piir»mi'y education. But I am sorry t<» say. Sir. that I am afraid he has 
not gauged the feeling of the raiyats about the ratio of taxation. I 
l>eli('\e. vSir, tliat he ha-^ o\erlooke<l (he tact that the laiyats’ capacity to 
pay furllier has come to an end just as his parrel of land has reached 
the limit of fertility. Any casual observer who has come into cnitact 
with these unfortunate raiyats for a day even, who has marked the 
economic conditions of these people, who ha-^ seen how' these dumb 
millions manage to live a half-starved life and half-naked body, cni-not 
but admit that the already over-taxed tena!itr>' of Bengal eannot pay 
any further tax. They have got to pay cliaukidari tax which lias been 
raised 3 or 4 times higher than the original under the present union 
board syvstein. They have got to pay exhorbitant rate of Nas^ui'ana and 
they have got to pay enhancement under section 30. They have got to 
pay high iuteiests. They are compelled to pay many other things also. 

Tn these circumstances. Sir, if they are tx^mpelled to pay this high 
ratio of 31 pice, simply because they want compulsory primary educa- 
tion, T think. Sir, it will be surely a penalty upon them. At a time 
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when Bengal is being visited with frequent famines and floods, I think 
the piece of legislation imposing 7 /10th of the tax upon the poor 
tenantry will be nothing but vindictive. If you really desire the 
welfare of the tenants, I say do not impose tax upon them with 
vengeance. 

Sir, the ratio of the taxation seems to stand on the basis that the 
tenants are to pay the largest share because they are likely to derive 
more benefit. But, Sir, I should submit that the application of the 
principle here to the question under consideration is wrong. If the 
appalling illiteracy of Bengal is removed by this piece of legislation 
then the whole of Bengal will be raised. If tenants are ediK'ated the 
zamindars will also be highly benefited for much of the had blood that 
exists at present between the zamindar and tenant will vanish and the 
country as a whole will he benefited. Besides, Sir, there is another side 
of the question. In civilised countries peoples’ education forms l)ut the 
first charge upon the country’s revenues, and it is really shocking to see 
that the Government of Bengal should come forward witli such a 
meagre contribution as that of 22 lakh.s of rupees towards the exjuuises 
of primary education of the country. And further 1 do not see any 
reason why the estate holders ami tenure-holder would pay only U j>ice 
ratio. They form the richest, the most educated and, for 1h(‘ matter 
of that, the most responsible section of the peojile, having many 
obligations towards the tenant'^. T think, under the circ\imstances, it is 
quite fair that zamindars should pay 21 and the raiyats 21 ]»icc, 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: i oppose the amendment of 
Maulvi Alxlus Samad, hut I fully support his speech ’Dhmc set ins to 
be a good deal ot misunderstanding — 

[At bdo p.m, the Council was adjourned and it leassembled at 
0-45 p.rn.] 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Tin »re seems to he a good deal of 
misunderstanding centring round tlie umlerstaiiding of this < lause by 
hon’ble members of this House, It appears that in connection with this 
clause those who are zamindars have tabled amendments against the 
interests of zamindars and those again who claim to be repi’esentatives 
of the raiyats have tabled amendments which seem to be nnti-tenant. 
If I have underst(x>d aright, suh-clause ( 2 ) of clause dtt says that 
zamindars will have to pay the whole amount of the education cess 
minus a certain amount, namely, pice per rupee of revenue that they 
pay. Now if this amount of IJ pice is increased to 21 pice it would 
evidently diminish the burden of the zamindars. Therefore although 
Manlvi Abdus Samad intends to reduce the burden of the ♦enanls, yet 
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in fact his amendment would tend to reduce the burden on the 
zamindars resulting in an appreciable decrease in the proceeds of the 
education cess. 

The Hon’hle Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN; I have already 
explained the reasons why the ratio between the zamindai-s and 
tenants has been fixed at pice and dl pice re^^pectively, and I re])eat 
them again, and I say that it has l^een done by way of compromise. 
Government, after mature considf ratjon, were of opinion that th^e 
ratio should be 1 pice and 4 ynce respectively, whereas the select 
committees decided that it should be 2 pice and pice, and as a 
matter of comj)roinise between the reports of the select committees and 
the deciMiou of Government it has been put at H pice and -lA pice 
respectively. I do not propose to enter into any discussion wliether 
Muiilvi Tamizuddin Khan or Maulvi Ahdus Samad is correct. But the 
point is that I have no option but to oppose the amendment, and I 
consider that as it is an important and fundamental clause in the Bill 
the ratio should not be altered. Secondly, though Maulvi xVbdug 
Sainad and Maulvi llassau Ali have described at great length the 
present unfortunate condition ()f the tenants, none of them has given 
un idea as to what their share of contribution actually 
amounts to. What the tenants are being called on to contiibute is -U 
pi(!e, but us I have told the Council, the average tenant will not be 
called on to pay more than 14 annas n year. On the other hand I 
should point out that the zamindars, though they are to pay oiily U 
pice, they have got the burtlen of «‘ollecting the whole cess of o j)i(e and 
in case of a had year — from an agricultural point of view — they may 
have to pay the ftill amount, and it would take them three or four 
years to realise the tenants’ share. So, actually, the zamiudar i< not 
only going to have the burden of collection but is also acting a.s ^ a 
banker, that is, he pays money in the first instance and then icalises it 
at a later date, may be, after two or thiee vears, in addition to having 
to hear the cost of realisation by bringing in civil suits. So, actually, 
the landlord’^ contribution is not H pi(*e as provided in the Bill but 
sometbing like ‘4 pice. l)e('ause of the burden of collection plus the 
advance which he will have to make on behalf of the tenants which will, 
or w(pild. come up to somethinir like d pice in the rupee. Iherefore, 
fiom the zamindar’'* point of view Government considered that the 
ratio is not unfair and that the contribution the tenant*4 are asked to 
make is reasonable f<u’ the privilege of educating their children. 
Government are also of <ipini(Ui that they canno.t, under any 

rirc\imstances whatsoever, have their sons educated for les.s than what 
they are called on to pay under the cess provisions of this Bill. On 
these grounds I not only oppose the amendment but would also 
request the imner to withdiaw his amendment because, as I have said. 
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the question of ratio is an important one and is, as a matter of fact, 
the cmx of the whole Bill, and we would not have had all this trouble 
if it had not been for the ratio and eess. I would therefore request 
members not to jeopardise the Bill by ( nrryinp this amendment through, 
whieh may compel Government to drop the Bill alto^rethci . 

The motion of Maulvi Abdus Samad was then put ami lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA, Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN, 
Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH, Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY, 
Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE and Maulvi ABUL KA8EM to move 

that in (‘lanso ‘Ut {~^l, line o, for the words “one and a half " the woids 
“two” shall ho substituted. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY, Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA 
NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur, Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA 
MUKHARill and Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move 
that in olaiise dO ‘iiie •», tor the words “one ami a half,” the 

word “one” shell he substituted. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur, to 

move that to clause <10 UO, the following shall be uibled, namely . — 

“after tieducting j)ei cent, as collection charge on the total 
unmunt of tlo primary education (*ess realisable under suh-sec tion ’ 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY to move that for clause 00 (J), the 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

Kveiy holder of the tenure shall yearly jiay to the liolder of 
the estate or tfoiiue within whicli the land held by him is inrluded his 
share of ilie piimary education resn talculated at the rale of one jiice 
for every lupee ot the annual Naiiie of the land (‘omprised in his tenure 
less a dedm tion to be < alculated at one and a half pice for every rui>ee 
of the rent payable bv him f«)r .su<h tenure.” 

Babu SUK LAL NAG to move that in clause 30 (Ji, line 4, for the 
w^mla “annual value” the word “rent” shall be substituted. 

Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK to move that in clause 
30 (.!?), line 0, for the words “one and a half” the word “three” shall 
he substituted. 

Maulvi ABDUS SAMAD to move that in clause 30 /.?), line 6, 
for the woTxls “one and a half” the words “two and a half” shall \>e 
substituted. 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE, Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH, 
Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA, Haji BADI AHMED 
CHOWDHURY, Mauivi ABUL KASEM and Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN 
KHAN to move that in clause '30 ( 3 ), line 6, for the words *‘(me 
and a half’" the word “two” shall be substituted. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur, 
Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI and Babu 
8ATYENDRA NATH ROY to move that in clause 30 ( 3 \ line 6, for 
the words “one and a half pice” the words “one pice” shall be 
substituted. 

Mra 8ARAT KUMAR ROY to move that in clause 30 ( 4 ), lines 1 
and 2, for the words “person to whom his rent is payable seven-tenths” 
the words “Union Board or to the President Panchayet like the union 
board tax or chaukidari tax four-fifths” shall be substituted. 


HaJi BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY to move that in clause 30 
(•/), line 2, for the word “seven-tenths” the words “three pice” shall be 
substituted. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that in 
clause 30 (*/), line 2, for the word “seven-tenths** the words “one and 
u half” shall be substituted. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move tliat in clausi* 30 { 4 k lines 
2 to 4. for the words be^rinnin^'* with “seven-tentlis” and endin^^ with 
“section 29 upon” the words “two pice for every lupee of” sliall be 
substituted. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY to move that in clause 30 ( 4 ), 
line 2, for the word “seven-tenths” the word “three-fourths” shall be 
substituted. 

Babu 8UK LAL NAG to move that in clause 30 ( 4 ), line 2, for the 
word ” seveii-tenth.s ” the word “ five-eifrhths ’’ shall be substituted. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 be^^ to move that in clause 30 (^), 
line 2, for the words “seven-tenths” the words “three-fifths” be 
substituted 

My purpose is quite clear. A raiyat is made to pay 3^ pice i>er 
rupee; it seems to be too burdensome on them, and therefore their ratio 
should be reduced. 
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Tli8 Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I opix^sa the 
amendment moved by my friend, Maulvi Tamifuddin Khan. My 
g^undi are practically the same as they were in the case of the 
amendment of Maulvi Abdus Samad. 1 i-egret I caunot accept this 
amendment. It will raise the ratio on the xamindar and reduce the 
ratio on the tenants, and as I said this is very important and there are 
ample reasons why the ratio should not be altered. I, therefore, oppose it. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamiruddin Khan was then put and lost. 


Maulvi ABDUS SAMAD: 1 beg to move that in clause dO (•/), line 
2, for the words “seven-tenths” the words “one-half" be ‘iubstiluttnl. 

In moving this amendment I need not repeat the arguments which 
liave already been put forward. I wish only to add a few words to what 
I have already said. Sir, w’hen the revenue was fixed in 17f)d l)y the 
Permanent Settlement it was fixed in relati<»n to the amount of collec- 
tion then existing. Since then the amount of collection has im*reased 
by ten-fold and the rent payable by the tenant is being enham ed every 
now and then, whereas the revenue that a landlord has to pay is fixed 
permanently. There are many improvements which the zamimlars 
agreed to do under the Permanent Settlement, as for example, the 
constnution and maintenance of embankments and improveJm*nt of 
irrigation and other things but they have not complieil with these 
provisions and they have done nothing for the anndioration of the 
condition of the tenantry. Therefore they are liable to pay more for 
the education of the raiyats, who may be considered as the ( hildien of 
the zamindars. It is their eluty to edm^ate the tenants and share a tair 
proportion of the burden of taxes. The Hon’ble Minister was pleased 
to say that in fixing this amount he had also to consider the cfdlection 
charges the landlords* would have to bear. I submit that the landloids 
will not have to appoint new* hands for the collection of this tax. the 
men who collect the rent and the road cess will be able to ccdlecl this 
cess also. So the landlords will not incur any additional expenditure, 
fw I propose that the ratio should be reduced to one-half. 

Mr. A. J. DASH: I beg to oppose the amendment, 1 think I liave 
nothing to add to the reasons already given by the Hon’ble Minister. 
This is the most inopportune moment for proj>osing any alteration in 
the ratio payable by the landlord and by the cultivating raiyat. T 
ask the House not to accept this amendment. 


Mmilvi HA8SAN ALI: In support of the amendment moved by 
Maulvi Abdus Samad I wish to say just a few words. We have just 
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now seen that in the case of the proprietors of mines and quarries the 
ratio of tax has been reduced to pice but on what logic the House has 
not Wn enlightened as to that. The Hon’ble Minister has seen his 
way to reducing the ratio in case of railways and tramways also but I 
do not know why he cannot reduce the ratio with regard to the pool 
tenants of Bengal. Are we to understand that the railways and tram- 
ways are poorer than the unfortunate tenants of Bengal? The fun of 
the whole thing is that the proprietors of mines and quarries have been 
altogether exempted from paying the education cess. Are we to 
understand that they are the most favourite persons of the Government? 
What fascination the Hon'ble Minister has with regard to them I do 
not know. 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think 
many words are required to justify the reduction of cess on mines. 
To hegiii with cess from mines will only be utilised in the 
district of Burdwan; the other districts will get no benefit bei^aiise this 
cess will be purely' a local tax. Consequently, mine-owmers have been 
called upon to pay d pice in the rupee and not 5 pice. What we have 
done is that we have asked them to pay the maximum amount which 
one of the parties was called upon to pay, viz., d pice, and accoiding to 
my calculation the zamimlars’ share goes up to d pice in the rupee, 
lliey are asked to pay on the same basis. Secondly, the cess on mines 
is a tux on their net profit; it is practically a surcharge on income-tax. 
As regards the tenants the tax is not on their pmfit but on their rent. 

So there can be no comparison between the two. The third point a 

very important one — is that the cess on mines would only affect the 
mines that are in Bengal; whereas other mines in Bihar and Orissa will 
l>e in an advantageous position because they will not be called iij>on to 
pay any cess. Thei'efore. it is only fair that we should try to lighten 
the burden on the mine-owners. Under these circumstances I oppo.se 
the motion. 

The motion of Mnulvi Abdus Sainad was then put and a division 
taken wuth the following result: — 


AYES. 


AM, Mauivi Haman. 

Ali, Maatvi tyad iNiuahar. 

■akth, Maulvi tya<f Majid. 

■al, Mr. tarat Otiandra. 

Ohaudhuri, KAan lahadur Maalvi 
Alimuiiaman. 

Ciiaudhuri, Maulvi tyad Otman Haidar. 
ChowdAury, Naji SAdi Ahmad. 

Ohowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohafii. 

Cjitufii, Maulvi Nur ftahmari Khan. 
raMufJnh, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul, 


Hmiua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aiitol. 
Hoqua. Kaai Emdadul. 

Hataain, MauHrl Muhammad. 

Hub* Khan Bahib Maulvi BaHul. 

Khan. Khan Sahib Maulvi Muauam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiruddin. 

Khan, Mr. Haiaur Hahman. 

Rahman, Maulvi Axitur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur 
Ray, Babu Haaandra Nnmyxin. 

Samad, Maulvi Abdut. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 
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Basir IfONlii Maiilvi ItoliainnMB. 

■um. Nr. H. H. 

Ci•fi^ Nr. I. A. 

Cohen, Nr. O. J. 

Coophr, Nr. C. 0. 

Dain, Nr. 0. R. 
oath, Nr. A. J. 

Eaooan, Nr. Q. A. 

FaroRvt, tho Hon'bio Khan Rahatfur 
K. C. N. 

Forroottr, Nr. J. Campbell. 

Oanguli, Rai Bahadur tutil Kumar. 
Chuznavi, iho Hon'ble AlhadJ Sir 
AbdalMrim. 

Qurner, Nr. C. W. 

Hahibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haidar, Nr. t. K. 

Hogg, Nr. 0. F. 

Hooain, Nawab Nueharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
HuMain, Nauivi LatafaC. 


Hutehittgt, Nr. R. H. 

Narr, tha Han'blo Nr. A. 

Nittar, tlia't|<^*bto Sir Fravaah Chundor. 
Nag, Ravorond B. A. 

Nazimuddin, tho Han'ble Nr. Khwaja. 
Ntloott, Nr. J. W. 

Norton, Nr. H. R. 

Finnoll, Nr. L. 6. 

Prontioo, tho Hon’ble Nr. W. D. R. 
tarkar, Sir Jadunath. 
sen, Nr. 4. N. 

Smith. Nr. R. 

Stapleton, Nr. H. E. 

Steon, Lt.-Col. H. B. 

Stovone, Nr. H. S. E. 

Sumner, Nr. C. R. 

Thompoon, Nr. W. H. 

Travoro, Nr. W. L. 

Twynam, Nr. H. J. 


Tlie Ayes being 2‘i and the Noes 37 the amendment was lost. 


Msuivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 30 [ 4 ), 
line 2. for the word “seven-tenths” the word “two-fifths” be substituted. 

In support of this amendment I want to adduce the following reer.rms 
for the consideration of the House. The tenants the cultivating 
raiyats are the poorest, the most w'retched, and the most heljdess dnss 
of people in this country. The primary reason for their poverty is the 
exploitations which are being perpetrated upon them by the lamllords. 
the money-lenders and the foreign traders. In fact they are the worst 
sufferers among God’s creatures on earth. When T think I see nothing 
but organised cxploi^at ioiiv I'oitiiiiitled upon them from every side. In 
fact they are Imihi in exjiloitation, they live in exploitation, and they 
breathe their last in that exploitation, 'rhey are least able to pay any 
more tax on a('(ount of their wretched conditi<»n and extreme poverty. 
From certain reliable a<*counis I am aware that now^ the landlords of 
Bengal gain as rent 52 times more than what was settled at the time of 
the Permanent Settlement in the year 1793. The mer< iless money- 
lenders also are no less exacting than the landlords of our country. 

There are a class of landholders in England, and these landholders, 
though possess lesser rights and lesser income than the landlords of our 
country, yet they set apart a big portion of their income in their annual 
budget for the sanitary, educational and agricultural improvements of 
their tenants. No doubt the Permanent Settlement has made tliein sole 
masters of lands with almost kingly rights, but are they not inorally 
bound to make all sorts of necessary improvements regarding sanitation, 
education and agriculture concerning their tenants? Have they not 
committed n' moral breach of trust regarding their moral obligations? 
Itt my opinion tbe landlords of Bengal should think seriously why they 
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ghoulJ not pay the whole or a greater portion of this tax to fulfil their 
moral obligations at this age when the democratic ideas are so rampant 
throughout the world. As a messenger of tenants, I think, it i.^ sinful 
on iny part if I do not advocate the legitimate cause of the poor tenants 
in this great matter of taxation upon the tenants. However, I think 
that not more than 2 pice in the rupee upon the amount of their 
annual lent should be fixed upon the tenants or the cultivating raiyats 
of Bengal. I, therefore, do appeal to all the hon’ble members of this 
House to accept my amendment regardin’g this vital point of taxation 
upon the helpless and benighted tenants of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I have every 
sympathy with the tenants, and I have no doubt that they are \ery poor, 
but for reasons stated previously I oppo.se this amendment. 

The moiiofi of Muuivi Abdul Hakim was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL to move that in clause 30 ( 4 ), line 2, 
for th(‘ word “ seven-tenths ” the word “ one-fifth ” shall be 
substituted. 


Adjournment. 

Tlie Council was then adj<»urned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 2()tli 
August, 1030, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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ProGMdifigs of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 


Tiik Coi Ndi mot ih the il Chamber iu the Town Hall, 

Calcutta, on Tuesilay, tlie 2(>th Aiipu^t, 1930. at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Ml. Cie^ident (the ilnjChlo Itaja Sir Man\i.\th\ N.^th Kay 
('HAl'DiirRi, KT., oi Santo''hl, in the (3iair, the tour Hon'lde .\ft*mbort» 
of the Executive Council, tl»e ITon'hle Khan Bahadur K. (i. M. Earoijui 
(Minister), the H(tn’l)le Mr. Khwaja Xazimuddin, (M.K. (Minister) and 
JO") nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Dacca riots, damage to property. 

M37. Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the 

ITon’hle Meinhei in ( hai^^' f.f the Volitiral l)ej>artment be pleased to lay 
o'l the tahh* a ( oiiipai at i\ e statement showing in detail — 

{i > the ntimhct of llnidu and Muhammadan shops and houses 
lodtcd and vt on tin* by the rioters in Da<‘ca ineludin^ the 
1 III al a I ea-* : and 

in) the a|»pro\imat(‘ aiinaint of huaixdal lo*.s sustained by the 
owners of su< h hinises, shops and markets ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (n and (?;) Imjf the cibr the total numlM’r 
of houses and ^Intp" looted oi Iniint oi b(»th is 278 and the total material 
damage is e-tiinated at its. 4,30.(MM1, 

Information about the rural area is not yet complete. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the HonTde 

Member be i-lea'-ed to ^tate whether the information furnished is based 
upon the repoit (»t the Sub-Deputy (adlectors who were deputefl to 
c(dle<‘t this information?' 

The Hoh’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRBNTfCEl I do not know. I have 
given the figures from the report of the District Magistrate. 
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KtsboraganJ flisturbances. 

M38. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Is 

the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department aware of 
the HerioiiH anti widespread riots and lootings that are being committed 
by the Muhammadans in the subtlivision of Kishoreganj since about 
the 1 1 th July last 

(/>) If HO, will the ITon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(?) the area over which the looting and riots have been going on 
ill the subdivision of Kishoreganj ; 

(??) how many Hindu houses have been looted and plundered; 

(???) how many villages ami thunas have so far been affected; 

(ir) in how many cases l(M)ting has btH*n attended with arson; 

(i*) how many bazars have been looted; 

(?’?) wh(‘ther any Muhammadan shop has been looted in any bazar: 

(vti) how many murders have been committed by the looters naming 
tile member in each bouse and village; 

(?'/??) in how many cases resistance was offered to lot>ters and with 
wluit weafKins; and 

(?.r) how miiny of the houses looted bad firearms for the purpose of 
defence Y 

(r) Is it a fact that the majority of the houses looted are of ordinary 
IKjor class Hindus? 

(?/) Js it a fact that in the Mirzapiir village alone 91 houses were 
I(K)ted of all (lieir contents leaving the inmates absolutely destitute? 

(r) Is it a fai t that in most cases the inmates of the houses looted 
were roblKnl of all articles of foinl, wear and even utensils of everyday 
use leaving the inmates in a state of utter destitution and face to face 
with starvation and death? 

(/) Is it a fact that (owing to the Hindus Wing rendei'ed {>eoniless 
and the bazars having been looted except only the Muhammadan shops 
which are charging ridiculously high prices for the daily necessaries 
such as rice, etc.) immeiiiute relief in the shape of supply of rice and 
other necessaries from outside areas are urgently needetl to save lives? 

(ff) Will the Hon’ble Member W pleased to state what arrangements, 
if any, the (loveriiment are proposing to take in the matter? 

Thd HoA’bla Hr, W, D. R. RRENTICEl (a) Serious disturbances 
took place from the 11th to the 14th July, 1930. 
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(fe) (t) The disturbances were practically confine<l to the Hosseiiw 
pur and Pakundia thanas; a few villages in the Kishoreganj and 
Katiadi thanas were also affected. 

(it) 1,000 Hindu houses and 33 Hindu shops \\t‘re looteil and 
plundered. 

(tit) Five thanas including Gaffargaon thana in the Sadar subdi- 
vision and about a hundred villages. 

(iv) In eight Hindu houses and shops looting was nitendeil with 
arson. 

(r) Five bazars were looted, and a few shop'^ in Hosseinpur bazar. 

(ri) No. 

(?’fi) Nine i>ersons were murdered in the house of the late llabu 
Kristo Kumar Ray of Jangalia,* j)olice-8tation Pakundia, and another 
j)erson who was wounded there died subsequently. A man of village 
Noakandi, police-station Pakundia, was also injured by the rioters and 
ditMl subsequently. 

(rill) So fur as is known the only resistjince offered to the looter- 
was by twt> members of the family of the late Kristo Rabu of Jangalin 
who u.st‘d guns. 

(ij) 'riiis information is not at firesent available. 

(c) No. Tile majority of those looted were money-lenders. 

{(i) No, only 17 hou.ses were looted in Mirzajiur village. They wcie 
badly j>lundere<I. 

(c) No, not in most cas«*s. Though in some caM's houses weie 
coinpletel\ looted and con.siderable hardship was caused. The Distric t 
Magistrate ha.s given R». 5,000 for relief purjMises and various juivute 
relief jiarties are now o|K*rating. The distre.ss is gradually subsiding. 

(/) No complaint has l)een made that the Muhammadan shojw are 
charging exorbitant prices. The Hindu sho|>s are now o|K*n. 

(g) The relief providwl by the District Officer and privately is 
sufficient. 

Rai Bahadyr KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon ble 

Memlier he pleaseil to state the area in .square mile*, of the affected 
pnrtii ? 


The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not the vaguest 
notion. 
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Faridpur Railway station. 

*139. Rai Sahib AK8HOY KUMAR SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in chaig'e of the Publir Works (Railways) Department be 
pleased to state wbetliet the Faridpur district Iward .sent a copy of its 
Resolution No. Ill (/>), dated the 3rd May, 1930, to the Agent, Easteni 
Bengal Railway, by Memorandum No. 112ofT., dated the 24th May, 
1930, requesting the Railway authorities W that resolution to shift the 
present Faridi)ur Railway station to a suitable site and to make without 
further delay a well-e(iuipj)ed first class railway station at a new site 
and thereby to remove the long-felt grievances of the Faridpur public? 

(fj) Has any rej)ly to the said memorandum been given to the district 
])oard, Faridpur, as yet by the Agent. Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(c) Tf the answer to (/>) is in the negftitive, will the HoiFble Member 
l>e pleased to state the reasons therefoi'? 

(/I) Is it a fact that a site-jdan (for shifting the i)resent railway 
station to that site) was sent by the Bailway authorities on the 13th of 
July, 1929, through the then District Magistrate and Collector, Farid- 
pur, asking for the ot)inion of the hxail iMxlies and Merchants Asswia- 
tion on the subject? 

(c) Will the llon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the said 
site-plan was- aj)proved by the Imad bodies, Merchants' Associatiou and 
the local autlnuntievS at Faridpur? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member lx* pleased to state what further steps 
are l)eing taken to shift the present railway station to the site refen’ed 
to alK)ve? 

(ff) Is it a fact that the Railway Depaiinnujt bus l)een realising tolls 
from the merchants coming to ami going from the railway station dur- 
ing rainy seas(»n for taking delivery of and sending their goods from and 
by niilway for mooring their l)oats during the rainy season near the 
railway land? 

(//) Will the TTcai'ble Meml>er be pleaseil to state whether such 
practice is in vogue in any other railway statical in Bengal? 

ii) Are the Oovernment considering the desirability of stopping the 
realisation of suc h nuMiring tolls at Faridpur? 

MEMBER in oharge of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (tbo Hon'ble Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(r) Because it did not call for a reply but for necessary action. 

(fi) No. A site-p)an showing a pro|K)sed new site for Faridpur 
station was sent to the District Magistrate, Faridpur, for his approval, 
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with letter No. 1070A/W — 21/539/28, dated dlst Jaiuiar>’, 1929 (not 
13th July, 1929). This letter did not specifically ask for the opinions of 
the local Inxlies and Merchnnts’ Asswdation on the subject. 

ie) Not as far as Goveniment are aware. 

if) The proix)sal to remove the railway station, Faridpur, to a new 
site has not been lost si^ht of, hut the lmatii»ii of the new station has not 
yet been definitely settled. Owing- to financial circum.-^tame^ it will not 
he possible to undertake this work at present. 

(tj) To sufegruard the interests of the railway, licences f(»r moorinj^ 
rig-hts are i.ssueil, and tolls are levied in connection therewith on boats 
mooring along railway land at Faiidjtur. Such licensees are debarred 
from levying any toll on Isiats whi' h iiumu* against railway laml for load- 
ing or unloading (‘ommodities which arrive or are despatched by rail, 
pnivided the Ixiats are cleared and removed within thiee liours (»f their 
arrival. 

(h) Yes. The grant of such licences for mooring rights is in practice 
at a numl>er of other stations on the Kasteni llengal Hailway. 

(/) No. On the contrary, it is essential in order to safeguard the 
interests of the railway. 


Educatiofial institutions and presont unrsst. 

M40. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashi- 

puf : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education DepaHmeiit 
be pleased to state — 

(?) the jnesent number of sch(H»ls and colleges in Ihuiga) closed, 
stating in each instame the definite |H*riod for which each 
has l)een cb>sed ; and 

l'??^ the number of students who have left scdonds and ccdleges since 
the commencement of the present situation!’' 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (r and (it) The intormation is 
not available and ? hiiiioI be collected in the form desirc-d without 
lalwmr which (bivernmeiit canin»t undeitake It mav be possible, 
however, to publish shortly a report showing the effect of the recent 
unrest among studentii, 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any information hus been collected 
in any fonii whatever? 
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TM Hoil’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: We have received a 
certain amount of information but a complete report cannot be prepared 
on the Kubject without undue labour. 


Dacca dhtiurbances-Hlead body procession. 

M41. Dr. NARE8H CHAMDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to 
state wlietliei it is a fact that on the e\e of the disturbances at Dacca 
the dead laxly of a uhiimmadaii was found at Dacca who was 
suspected of having met w'ith his death under suspicious circumstances? 

(h) What «tepN, if any, were taken by the Dficca Police to have 
a post mortem examination of the dead body and to make such inquiries 
as are enjoined by the (biminul Pnxedure Pode? 

(c) If the answer to is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Member lx* pleased to state the result of the in<|uiry as well as the 
dates on which and officer or officers by whom the inquest was made? 

(fl) Is it a tact that the dead body was allowed to be taken in a 
pnx’ession t(» Iw* buried without any post mortem examination or any 
inquiry in the nature of an imjuest? 

(r) Is it a fact that the police authorities at Dacca allowed the 
procession to pnx-eed without any interference although all processions 
without a licence in the city were forbidden at the time? 

(f) Did police constables accompany the pnx'ession? 

(f/) Was a licence taken out for the procession? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) to {(/) This incident 
is discussed in the Duc(*a IiHiuiry (’ommittee’s report, which may be 
s<»en. The copies of the report have already been issued to membera 
of the Council. 


Coiltributiofi to Chaukidari Fund for non-existent chaukidari land in 

Bankura. 

*^142. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er in charge of the Iteveiiue Department be pleased to state 
whether there are any villages in the district of Bankura in which 
though thei^ is no chaukidari land, yet **rent for chaukidari land” 
is realised from the oiTners of the \illages? 



QUESTIONS. 


837 


1930 .] 


{b^ If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
ember be pleased to state — 

(i) the names and number of such villaptes; and 
(ri) the reasons for this anomuK of realixation of rent for non- 
existent laml ? 


MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Yes, there is one such villaji:e. 
(b) (i) The name of the village is Kanchanpur. 

(n) One Sohan Kumari Debva, with whom the estate (Tauxi 
No. 381) comprising the village was originally settled, obtained 
remission in the extent of Rs. 36 from the annual assets, that is, 
remission of Rs. 1<S in the annual revenue in consideration of the fact 
that the owners had to pay that amount as ctish remuneration to the 
chaukiilar under section 49, Act \ 1 of 1870. Subse<|uently when 
separate accounts were opened (one half share bearing Tatixi No. 381 
and the other halt' Tau;;i No. 381/11, the proprietors of each separate 
account executed separate agreements undertaking to pay Rs. 9 each 
to the t’haukidaii Fund and hy|>othecated tlie estate as security for 
the payment of the aiiioiint. 


Noabad Taluks in Chittagong. 

*143. Ha]i BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY: (n) Will the HoiFble 
Member in <h:nge of the Revenue Department 1 h‘ pleased to state — 

ii) hov\ long after tfie last day of jKivinent of kint the sab* is fixe<l ; 

ill) at what late the penalty or the exemption ice is realis4»d from 
the defaulting talukdars to exempt their mahals from 
levenue sale; and 

at what per cent, per annum the ijefialty is chargeil from tho 
talukdars? 

(h) Under what autluuity is the realisation of penalty made? 

ir) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to st4Ue whether the 
penalty realised in the district of Chittagong is the same as that 
realised in other di*^trict.s? 

id) AVill the Hon’ble Member l>e pleaiied to state whether Noabad 
taluks under the maiiageiuent of C’ouit of Wards ever defaulted in 
payment of kisl? 

(e) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, at what rate penalty 
was charged therefrom? 
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(/) If no penally way realiwd, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state the reasfjns thereof? 

(fj) Ih the Hon’ble Member aware that the Chittagong Zamindars’ 
Association unanimously passed some resolutions for the abolition of 
the penalty? 

(//) Are the Government contemplating taking any action in the 
matter? 

(/) Was not the Noabud Taluk No. l^^il, Shib Charan of Cox’s Bazar 
Khas Mahal uiuler the management ni the Court of Wards, in arrears 
in l929-m)? 

(j) If 80 , for what amount was the taluk in arrears and what 
penalty was realised by the (bivernment for releasing the taluk from 
revenue sale? 

(k) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) for what amount the Noabacl Taluk No. 78, Ilaridas of Mauzu 
Taitong, was in arreais in 1929*80; 

(li) what penalty was realised foi releasing this taluk from sale; 
(til) what are the assets of the said taluks in the Kevisional Survey; 
(ir) what is the Government revenue; and 
(v) what profit is left for the talukdars? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER. (n> it) The 

question is not deal. IVrhaps “latest day” is meant. In this 
'•onnection attention is invited to the pnA’isions of section (> of Act XI 
of 1859. 

(li) The scale of fees is laid down in Note 10 under section 18 of 
Act XI of 1859 (page 48 of the Sale Taiw Manual, 1927). 
(///) ’riie question is not under.stood. 

(h) This is explaineil in Note 10 under s<^‘ction 18, referred to in 
(ii) above. 

(c) The exemption fee is uniform in all districts. 

(d) Sixty-six Noabad taluks under the management of Court of 
Wards defaulted. 

(r) As these taluk> are not liable to sale under Act XI of 1859 (vide 
Beet ion 17). the <[Ues(ion of lev\ of penalty does not arise. 

(J) This is covered by the answer given to question (e) above, 
f//) Yes. 

(h) An inquiry into the allegations made in the resolution is being 
made by the Hoard of Revenue. 
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(f) No, Section of tbe Court of Wards Act IX of 18T9 may be 
referred to. 

(;) Does not arise. 

ik) (i) The taluk was in arrears on 28th June, 1929, 12th January, 
1930, and 28th March, 1930, for Its. 1,046, Hs. 1,029 and Ks. 2,902 
respectively. 

(ii) The arrear of the June kist was adjusted from deposit without 
any cNeniptioii tee. F<»r exemptinj' the taluk from sale for arrears 
of the January and Mandi kists, a fee of Hs. 100 and Hs. 2011 resjHM*tively 
was realised. 

(OV), Itr) and The inemhei is relerred to tlie answer to (d) of 
the Stalled (Question 99 asked hv him i)n 19th August, 1930. 


Unstaiired Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Accidents on Khulna-Bagortiat Light Railwey. 

182. Babu 8UK LAL NAG. Will the lloiChle Member in charge of 
the Huhlii- AVoik" (Hailwaysl Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number of eases of lo.s.s of ^ 

1/) lite, and 
(ti> property 

in the Khulna-lhigerhat Light Itailway fn.m January. 1920, to July, 
1930y 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. MARR: There were seven “run over” acc i- 
dents resulting in lo^s oi life on the* Khulna-Hagerhat LighOHailway 
during the jieriod from 1st January. 1!)20, to 31st July, H130. There 
were no tnciii accidents, such as deiailments, collisions, etc'., involving 
loss of life or any noticeable damage to property on the alK)ve Hallway 
since Lt Jniiuar\, 1927, the date from which the records of such acci- 
dents are available. 


Water-togging in Magralwt, 24-Parganas. 

183. Mr. A. P. M. ABDUR.RAHMAN: (n) U the HonTde Member 
in charge of the Irrigaiion Department aware that the people of 
Magraha^ within the district of the 24-Parganas are {laying drainage 
ceas for the last 30 yeara for the iini>rovement of their cultivation? 
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(6) la the Hon^ble Member also aware that the lock-gate beingj 
14 miles off from the place, the water is not cleared in due time and 
the crops are damaged every year? 

(c) If the answer to ib) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member l)e pleased to state what remedy he proposes to take in the 
matter? 


MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble AlhadJ Sir Abdelkerim Ghuznavi): (n) No. 

(b) No complaints have been received excei>t from a iew square 
miles Month of Daiji where there is a very low area. 

(c) No special measures are projM>sed as Government have no 
inforniation of serious water-logging. 


KishoreganJ riot. 

184. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the Hon ble Member ih 
charge of the Political Department he pleased to lay on the table a 
fitateinent showing in connection with the Kishoreganj riot — 

(f) the names of the bazars looted ; 

(//) the mimes of the jiersons whose houses were actually looted and 
also of the houses which were robl>ed of their documents 
only ; 

{ill) the number of the cjahiirs Imlged by the Hindus and the 
Muhammadans stating the number of the accused; 

(n*) the names of the J^e^^on^ whose houses were bunit ; 

(r) the numl)er of the jieisons who were killed by the rioters; 

(rt) the iiuml)er of the persons killed by the shmiting of the armed 
IK)lice ; 

(rii) the names of the persons whose dying declarations nere taken; 

(r/ti) the number of the persons arrested till the 28th July; 

{hr) how many of them are Hindus; 

(.r) how' many Muhammadans; 

{jri) the numl)er of houses sean'hed in connection with the d(>t till 
28th July; and 

(itit) how many of them were seart'hed in the presence of niale 
persons? 
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Th# Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PREMTICE: (i) Five boiars were 

looted. The names are not yet available. 

(it) The names are not available. The number of houses looted 
including those of Muhammadans was 1,();19. In 24 rases only docu- 
ments were taken. 

(tit) and (iv) The information i> not yet available. 

(v) Eleven. 

(vi) Nine. 

(I'ii) It has not been reported that any dyin^ declaration was taken. 
(viti) One huncbed and eighty-three. 

(tjt) One. 

(ir) One hundred and eighty-two. 

(jri) and (jrii) The information is not available. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
MemWr be ]>lea.sed to state whether any ilocuments w’cie lecoveri'd from 
the rioters and lestored to their original holders!^ 

The Hon’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Subdivisional Officer 
of Kishoreganj, who ha^ been recently to see me, has tidd me that a 
very few of the documents have been recovered. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state whether any attempts have l)een made to 
recover the documents from the rioters? 

The Hon»ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: What is the name of the Sub- 
divisional Officer? 

The Hon«ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Mr. K. C. Rasak. 

Maulei 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Was he at JhenidaP 

Tha Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Ts the Hon'ble MemW aware 
that a complaint was made against him for having tried to demolish 
a mosque? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 
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Rural Health In Vishnupur subdivision. 

185. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8.«HANA: (a) AVill the Hon Ue 

Min inter in <hurf?e of the lyM'al Self-Government (Public Health) 
Department be pleaded to ntate whether it is a fact that the Vishnupur 
subdivision of the Bankura district has lonp: been rejrarded as amongst 
the most malarious in the province ^ 

(h) Is it a fact that a compariM)n of the census reports of 1911 and 
1921 shows that there was de< rease of the people by IT per cent, in 
ten years? 

(c) AVhat further steps other than those mentioned in the reply to 
unstarred (piestion No. KKf answered on 2r)th March, PKiO, for improv- 
ing the condition of the Vishnupur fiubdivision are in the contempla- 
tion of the G(A’ernment? 

(d) Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to ‘^tate what further steps 
have been taken for the sinking of more tube-wells in the sulMlivision 
ns stated by him in the reply to unstniTed question No. 103 at the 
Council meeting held on the 2r)th March, 1980? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (PUBLIC 
HEALTH) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. 
Far(K|Ui)S (o) Some (/f the thanas of the Vi>hnupiir subdivision in 
th(‘ district of Bankura are malarious. 

{b) Yes. 

(c) Idle anti-malaria gi'ant and the quinine grant for the year 
1980-81 will 1 m' distributed in due coui-se. Government meet the cost 
of six rural health circles in the Vishnupur subdivision. 

{<!) Twenty tube-welK have been sunk in the Vishnupur sulnlivision 
out of which eight were financed by the distrird board. Construction 
of more wells is under consideration, in cases where one-third of the 
total c(jst is promised by the local people. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be plea.sed to state which paid of Vishniijmr is referred in answer (a)? 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: I want notice 
to reply to this (prestion. as 1 have (juite recently taken charge of the 
department. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state, with reference to answer (d), who financed the 
rest of the 22 wells? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: 1 have no 
information. 
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Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Him hie 

Minister he pleased to state how the rural health oireles are workinj? 
ill this subdivision? 

Mr# PRESIDENT: The question is jiot definite. If the member 
has no particular work or .scheme in \iew, the question i^ inadmissible, 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE : Has the llon’ble Minister 
any information as to the numl>er of tube-wells that may la* sunk 
under that scheme? 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: 1 am sorry I 
liave not fjot the information before me. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the llon'hle 
Minister he pleased to state if the (luiniiie f^oants for anti-malarial 
campaign is the same as in previous yeais? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: I want notice; 
but the member who held this portfolio till the other day knows more 
than I do. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI : Will the lion hie 
Minister lie pleased to state the total nuinher of health circles in tho 
distnct of Hankura? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: I want notice. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill. 

186.. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHAp of 

Nashipur: u/) H'lll tio* Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Kduc.atiou 
Department he ydease»i to state — 

(0 ^^hethe.• i t (til lei erne was culled on the IHth duly last in his 
office (if .some of the elected memhers of this C^oiincil to 
discuss the desirability of introducing (he Rural Primary 
Kduiation Jlill of Ift^ftl in the present session of the (’ouncil; 
(»i) whether the memhers of the conference were coinjiosed mostly 
of non-rnrnindars and educationists and of public men of 
lepute and talent; 

{lif} what are the views of the said conference; 

(ir) whether they have advocated the introduction of the said Rill 
in the said form in this session or opposed it; and 
(r) what decision has been come to on the advice of the said 
conference? 
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{h) If the opinion and advice of the conference are not to be gi^en 
effect to, will the Hon’ble ^dinister be pleased to state fully the reasons 
for such action? 

The Kon’ble Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDiN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The name" of those invited to attend are contained in the 
statement placed on the table. 

(///;, (jr) and ic) Proceedings were informal and no definite decisions 
were jerorded. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Sfnfrm^'nt referred to in the reply to clause (a) (ii) of unstarred 
question No. 7S6. 


1. Mr. J. N. Basu. 

2. Mr. B. C. Cliatterjee. 

Lieutenant Bijay Prosad Singha Ray. 

4, Mr. Satish rhandra Ray Chowdhury. 

5. Raja Bahadur of Nashipur. 

(5. Maharaja Bahadur Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar. 

T. Maliaraja of Dinajpur. 

8. Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt. 

i). Mr. S. M. Bose. 

10. Mr. Altaf Ali. 

11. Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker. 

12. Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. 

in. Di Naresh Ch. Sen Gupta. 

Rai BahMkir KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state wliethei the consensus of opinion was in 
favour, or against the introduction of the Bill in the present session 
of the Cournil? 

Th« Hon’Me Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN; There was no definite 
decision. There were general criticisms on the Bill but the question 
whether the Bill should l>e introduced or not, was not discussed. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleH^e<l to state why only one Muhammadan was invited 
to the Conference? 



1930.] QUESTIONS. ^ 

Tilt Hon’M Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINs Others wero con- 
suited before. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the HonMe 
Minister be pleased to stale the reasons for consultiiifr Hindus and 
Muhammadans separately? 

The Hon’kHe Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Hec •ausp the) 

represent diflerent interests. 


Dacca disturbances; propaganda by mischief mongers. 

187. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: {a) Is 

the Hon’lde Member in char^re of the JN)Iitieul Department aware that 
some Mussalman*'' went to Ati, a A'illajfe about six miles from Dacca, 
and carried on a propajjanda in the name of the Nawab of Dacca 
insti^atiu^f their co-reli>rionists to l<»ot Hindu houses and shops? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the atfirmative, will tlie Hon ’hie 
Member be pleased to state whether tlie information to the alnjve efte<l 
was received by the Police in course of tbeii- investi^rution into the 
Ati Hut looting- ca.se? 

(c) Is it a fact that at llohitpur too Mussalmnns were similarly 
iristjuated and that one of the Mussulman instigators hailing from 
Dacca was murdered hy the Hindus? 

id) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that as a result of tl»e propagaiula 
carried on b\ designin;.' j)ersonH, a general impression was eieated 
among igmuant M \issaliu.ins, both in the city and in the muiassal, 
that plundei of Himlu property bad been sanctioned by the Nawab 
of Dacca with the approval of (ioveinment, by way of celebration of 
the award of c(*mniissinned rank to the Nawah? 

(c> If the answer to id) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle Member 
be pleased to state whether it is u fact that a chaukidar who proclaimed 
that such IfKiting and arson had the sanction of the Nawab was (diastised 
at Rohitpur by the Nawab himself in presence of the Superintendent 
of Police? 

(/) Was any inquiry made .as to how and wherefrom the said 
chaukidar got his authority to instigate the Muhammadans? 

Tlic Hofi*blC Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. 

{b) This information was received at Rohitpur. 

(r) The ^Muhammadans at Rohitpur were similarly instigated^ but 
no such murder appears to have been reported. 
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(d) An impression was created tliai the plunder of Hindu property 
had the sanction of the Nawah and the approval of Govemmept but not 
by way of celebratinf? the award of commissioned rank to the Nawab. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes, without success. 


Picketing of Excise shofis. 

188. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in chniye of (he I^)liti<*al Department ))e pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing for (he iinmth^ (d April, May, June and July,. 
19M0— 

(i) the number of persons arrested, and 
(n) the number of persons convicted, 

in this Presidency, for picketing: of Excise shops separate fig’ures 

for males and females? 

The HorPble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (n bbOl iududin^r i 
woman. 

(;'/) d,t)H7 includiiiff 1 woman. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Has the Hon’hle Meinhei any 
information re|j:arding the sentence passed on the \^oman picketer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot answer it. 
offhand, hut I coiibl find it out and let the member know later. 


KishoreganJ riots and use of revolver by Mr. Franklin. 

189. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH; (a) AYill the Hon’hle 
Member in cliar^* of the Ibditical Department he pleased to ‘jfate 
whether it is a fact that the Ameri(‘an missionary. Hevd. Mr. Franklin, 
WHif allowed to shmd during- the Kishoreganj riot? 

(h) If the an-Hwer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member he pleased to state h<»w many shots Mr. Franklin fired in the 
village of GovindpurP 

The Hon>ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Mr. Franklin was 
compelled to fire his re\olver in self-defence. He fired in the presence 
of and with the complete approval of the Deputy Inspector-General 
of Police, Dacca Bange. 

(h) Two or three shots. 



1930 ,} 


GOVERNMENT BII-L. 


Motioii for Ml adjourimietit of tho Butinoos of tho Couneil. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, under section 81 of tho 
Rules and Standing Orders, I beg leave to move for the adjournment 
of the business of the Council for the purpose of 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ifr. Ba*<u, \ou know that section 71 of tho 
Bengal Legislative Council Rules and Stivnding Orders gives power to 
the Governor to disallow a motion for adjournment, notwithstanding 
the consent of the President on two grounds only. In the present 
instance His Ex(*ellem*v has disiillow(*d your Tuotion to discuss the 
situation arising out of (ontinuaoce in office of the two Moslem Ministers 
in spite of the resignation of their Hindu colleague, as in His 
Excellency’s opinion it i elates to a matter which is not piimarily the 
comern of the liocal Government. So no discussion on your motion 
is possible. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I do not want to discuss His 
Ex( ellenf'y’s deci>ion ; hut T just u.ant to know whether the matter 
which is primarily the coiicein of this Council 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Basu, you are really enteriufj into a 
discussion. In this ca<e His Excellency ha.s exercised his special 
powers — it is his prerogative. So the President cannot in any w^ay help 
you in the matter. 

(Here all the elected Hindu members present with some exceptions 
walked out of the Chamber.) 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Th« Bengal (Rural) Primary Education BilIp 1930. 

[The discussion on clause 30 of the above Bill was then resumed.] 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: I heg to ino\c that in clauM* 3tl (4), 
line 4, after the words “payable hy him,” the following words he 
added, namely: — 

“ The <(dlection of any education cess in excess of the cultivating 
raiyaCs share shall b<* illegal.” 

Sir. this amendment is nothing hut n declaration in m<»st une<juiv(Mal 
terms of the illegality of realisation of any education cess in excess of 
the cultivating raiyats’ .share. Sir, the landlords or their gt^mostas^ 
who are the friends and protractors of (he poor raiyatj^, Honiefimes realise 
more from the illiterate raiyats than what is due to them. Cases 
are not rar«, when the rent collectors realise more than h anna per 
rupee ns road and public works cess. 
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Sir, there are many influential landlords in Bengal excepting some 
lienevolent landlords, many of whom are against the imposition of 
primary education cess and as the Bill is going to be passed into law 
in the teeth of their opposition, it is not unnatural to think that as 
the landlords are entrusted with the duty of realising education cess, 
they or their rent collectors may take advantage of the law and being the 
protectors of the helpless illiterate raiyats may realise the whole 
ednciation (jess for them. To safeguard the interest of the poor raiyats 
it is necessary that there must be an express provision of law declaring 
any excess collection of education cess to be illegal. Moreover such 
declaration is uece.ssaiy because in the kabuliyats executed by the 
r.iivats in favour of the landloids the p(x)r and helpless raiyats will 
be liable to pay any lax or cess that will be imposed uiwn the landlords 
by the (jovernment. Such beiii^ the jHisition of tlie raiyats, I think, 
an ex|»rcss provi.wi(ui of law is necessaiy and I hope this amendment, 
if a<(epted, may save the p<K)i and helpless raiyats from any undue 
exactions by ihe influential landlords. 

With these few words 1 move my amendment for the acceptance 
ol the House. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. J. Dash): Sir, I beg to oppose this amendment, not because 
I am in lack of syiiij)alhy with the object of the mover, hut l)ecause 
he wishes to achieve it in a way whi(‘li is not the most .suitable way. 
As advised, (lovernmeut are of opinion that if any such ohjeef is to l)e 
a(‘hieve(l, it should be by an amendment of section 74 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act which mak(‘s any imposition upon tenants of load cess 
or fuihlic works ce^s in excess oi the amounts fixed by law to he illegal 
and thereby nuiders such exactions liable to penalty. 1 would there- 
fore Te(iues( the mover to withdraw his amendment and make liis 
repieseiitation to the Bevenue Department in order to get the Tenancy 
Act suitably amended. 

The motion ot Mr. Sarat rhandra Bal was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called hut not moved: — 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL to move that in clause 30 (^), lines 
4 to 6, the words “ or upon the annual value as ascertained under 
the provisions of the Cess Ac t, 1880, of the laud held by him ” shall be 
omitted. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that after clause 30 (4), 
ihe following shall be added, namely : — 

(S) The primary education cess shall be levied before the 1st 
April, 1932.^’ 
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Ilf* PRESIDENT* The que^lion is that clause 30 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and ag'reed to. 

Clause Jl. 

The following motioii was railed luif not inoveil : 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move tliat in 
clause 31, lines G to 10, for the words heginning witli ‘ on the holder 
of every estate ’ and ending with ‘ cess will take effect * ” the 
following shall he siihstituted, namely : — 

“ on the holder of every e.state, tenure and on the < ultivating raiyat, a 
notice show ing the amount of primary education cess payable in respect 
of his estate, tenure or holding, and specifying tin* date from which 
such primary education cess will take effect.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The (|uestion is that cdaiise 31 stand part of 
the Hill. 

The moticui was put and agreed to. 

Clause 

The follow’ing nuctions were called hut not moved: — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U to move* that clause* 32 shall h« 
omitted. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that in 
clause 32, the following proviso shall he addcvl, namely; — 

Provided that thc« words ‘cultivating rai>at' shall imuin a person 
cultivating land hy himself or hy im'inhers of his family or hy servants 
or hy lahourers or with the aid of partners and holding land 
immediately under a proprietor or a tenure-holder and holding land not 
more than one hundred standard highas.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The (juestion is that clause 32 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

('la use 33. 

The following motions were called hut not moved: — 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Naihipfir» to 

move that in clause 33, line 1, before the word ” proceeds ” the wor4 
** whole ” .shall be inserted, and in line 3, after the word ” district ^ 
the words ” writhout any deduction whatsoever ” shall he added. 
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Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA to move that to clause 33, the 
following proviso shall be added, namely: — 

“ Provided that in the district of Burdwan the proceeds of the cess 
from mines shall be brought to account and held separately by the 
Board of that district and the Local Government may direct the transfer 
of the whole or any part of such sum to any other district or districts 
for the purpose of augmenting district primary education fund or funds 
of such district or districts.** 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 33 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

(InuHe 1)4. 

The following motions were culled hut not moved: — 

Mr. 8. M, BOSE and Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move 
that to clause 34 (/) the words “carried on within the area for which the 
assessment has been made’* shall he added. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to m.ove that to clause 34 (/) the 
following shall he added, namely: — 

^‘carried on within the village or union, as the case may he.** 

Rai Bahadur Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT to move that for clause 34 {^) 
the hdlowing shall he suhslituted, namely; — 

“(^) the tax on each ot such per.sons shall he at the rate of one 
anna per rupee of income, su< h tax however never to exceed rupees 
one hundre<l per annum.” 

Mautvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 34 (2), line 2, 
for the words “one hundred” tin* w't>rds “two hundred*’ shall be 
substituted. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that in clause 34 (2), line 
2, for the word.s “one hundred” the word.s “eighty-four” shall be 
substituted, and at the end of the same clause the words “after hearing 
them” shall he added. 

Rai Bahadur BATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdI to move that in 
clause 34 (2), line 2, for the words “one hundred” the word “fifty” 
shall be substituted. 
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Ufa BUOY BRA8AD SINGH ROY to ino\^ that in clause 34 (J), 
line 1, after the words “l)e communicated’* the words “to the District 
School Board” shall be inserted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 34 (J), 
line 3, for the word “ten” the word “five” shall be substituted. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that to clause 34 {(i), 
the words “with an intimation in this respect to the (Vntral 
Committee” shalJ !>.» added at the end. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 34 stand j»art of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and auieed to. 


(lauu- .’>-7. 

The tbllowin^? motion was called but not moved: — 

Rai Bahadur SATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI move that in 
clause 3'), line the wohK “< ult i\ at in^»^ laiyat” shall he omitted and 
in lifie 3 the uoid “land” "hall he omitted and the tollouin^ shall 
be added to the "ume < lau"e, iiainels ; — 

“and ‘land’ means land whi<h is cultivated, uncultivated 
or covered with water and yieldin^^ some profits to its owner 
or occupier not les^ than mx lupees a yeai and do.?.s not 
imdude houses and huildin|^s.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion is that clau.se 35 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put ami a^ived to. 

The followin^f motions were called but not moved: — 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that after claxise 35 
the followiiij^ be inaerled, namely: — 

“3oA, Whenever the provision.s of this chapter come into force in 
any district or part of a di.strict m» mdicKil fees shall he realised in 
primary schools under public manu^^ement from sm h date as the Local 
Government may by notification direct. 

35B. The Local Government shall take no action under the powers 
reserved lo them under this chapter except with the advice of the 
Committee. 
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36C. (/) The provisions of this chapter shall remain in force for 

three years from the date of the passing of this Act. 

( 2 ) The Local Government shall, immediately after this Act comes 
into force, appoint a Committee to enquire into the nature of the 
incidence of the cess and tax imposed under this chapter and to 
investi^^ate and report on the most satisfactory and adequate method 
of taxation for the purposes of this Act, and on tlje financial provision 
jfenerally for primary education in the province and the report of such 
Committee shall he laid before the Lej^islative Council before further 
legislation is proposed by the Government for the purpose of imposing 
a cess or tax for primary education.” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that 
after clause 35 the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

‘‘35A. Whenever the provisions of this chapter come into force 
in any district or a portion thereof and the cess and lax are levied 
therein no school fees shall be realised {ifter such date as the Local 
Government may, by notification, direct, from children attending 
]H’imary scliools within the area.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May 1 have your permis- 
sion, Sir, to move a short-notice amendment"'' 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; What is it^ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: It is: That in a<lditi()n 
to the sums which may be appnqniated from the provincial revenues in 
any yeai- for the jmrpose, the local (Te\ernment shall every year provide 
a sum of Us. 23,50,000 for expenditure on j)rimary education in rural 
areas. 

t3-30 p.m. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I allow you to move this short-notice amend- 
ment. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that in 
addition to the sums which may be appropriated from the provincial 
revenues in any year for the purpose of j)rimary education the Local 
Government shall every year provide a sum of Us. 23,50,000 for expendi- 
ture on primary education in rural areas. 

By accepting this motion of mine Government will be paying heed to 
public opinion which was very strong in the matter, namely, that there 
ahould be a minimum statutory grant so far as the Primary Education 
Bill is concerned. That is one point which our Hindu friends tried to 
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wrest from the Education Minister and that is also a point which mem- 
bers on this side of the House have been pressing: Governinent to accept 
for a long time. I congratulate the Government that at this late stage" 
they have seen the wisdom of accepting my motion and thereby accele- 
rating the passage of the Bill through the Council. 

Sir, I will not take much of your time. I will only say tin’s niiiclu 
That it is absolutely evssential that public opinion should be satisfied that 
Government does not want at any future time to go back behind the 
promise of a statutory amount which may be fixed to-day, while leaving 
it open to them to augment this amount for distribution among rural 
areas, I think it is also desirable that the Ediuation Minister should 
make it clear in his reply as to whether this amount will be actually spent 
on the inspecting staff and training of teachers. But this amount 
should be distributed among the rural school boards with a view to aug- 
ment their resources. It also appears, Sir, from a note of the Director 
of Public Instruction that Government will meet the cost of training of 
teachers and the inspecting staff’ from other sounes. T hope. Sir, my 
amendment w’ill be accepted by the Hoirble Minister. 

The Hon'ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I accept the motion 
that has been moved by Khan Bahadur Muulvi Axinul llaque. I want 
to make it clear in this connection that this amount has mdhing to do- 
witli the expenditure on the inspectorate or on the training of tea< hers. 
This is actually wliat we are giving now to meet the cost of primary 
education in Bengal. 

T1h‘ motion ot Khan Bahad\ir Maulvi A;!izul llaque was then jmt and 
agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uestion is lliat the new clause 'T)A stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


(lauxf 36. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Raia Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA, of Nathipurt to 

move that in clause ‘lb (/; (/), line 1, for the words “Lcwal tiovernmeiil’^ 
the w^ords “School Boards' ’ sliall be substituted. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move tliat in clauaw 
36 (7), the following shall be omitted, namely: — 

“(ij*) all school fees, if any, collected in primary sc Insds maintained 
fiy the Board.” 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 36 stand part of the 
:BilL 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 37. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERdEE to move that in clause 37, 
line 3, the words “in the following order” be omitted. 

Rai Bahadur SATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that sub- 
-<dause fourthly in clause 37 shall be omitted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 37, 
Jourthly, lines 1 and 2, after the words “presciibed percentage” the 
words ‘‘not being more than fifty i>er cent.” shall be inserted. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT, Dr. AMULYA RATAN 
€H08E, Mr. 8YAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE and Mr. 8. M. B08E 

to move that to cluii.se 37, fourthly, tin* t.»ilo\ving shall be added, 

namely : — 

“not exceeding fifty per cent. the?(*ot.” 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that to 
.sub-clause fifthly of clause 37, tlie following shall ))e added, namely; — 

“Provided that the cost of the establishment of the Board shall not 
exceed 5 per cent, of the income of the Board.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GH08E to move that after sub-clause 
jeveuthly of clause 37, the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

''FAyhthly, The payment of ('ost of pnyviding tor the physical 
•edination of the children in the piimary school under public 
management and for the periodical n edi<‘al examination and meals 
during school hours of such children.’* 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA to move that to clause 37, 
the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“l^rovided that no part of the fund shall be spent in meeting any 
expenses for the inspection of schools or for the building or maintenance 
of institutions for the training of primary school teachers; 

Provided also that sums spent for buildings or in pioviding sinking 
fuud.s for loans shall in no case exceed twelve per cent, of the entire 
Primary Education Fund.” 
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Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY to move that to clause 37, 
the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that not more than 10 per cent, of the amount cicdiied 
to the District Primary Education Fund under suh-sectiun (7^ of section 
36 shall be spent on the construction, equipment and maintenance of 
primary schools.” 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 37 stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 3S. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. BlilOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move that for ( lause 38 (*), 
the following shall be substituted, namely; — 

All ordeiN, or cheiiiie.s upon the said fun<l. shall be signtni, 
jointly by the District Inspector ot Schools and the preodeni, or by 
either of them and a member ot the Hoard.” 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The quest ion IS that < lausc 3S stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

( louse 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERJEE to move that for ( lause the 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“39. (7) Kverv Hoard ‘'hall, each year, prepare a budget estijiiate 

of its income and expenditure for the ensuing financial year in the 
prescribed form and manner and shall submit it to the li<»cal (fovernment 
before the thirtieth day of Novembei. 

(2) The Ijocal (foveniment may eith^*!' uppnive of the liudget estimate 
or return it to the Hoard with such suggestions for modifications as the 
Government may think necessary and a revised budget estimate shall 
be re-submitted by the Hoard to the Government for approval.” 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move that for clause 39 (7), 
the following shall be substituted, namely; — 

“(7) Everj’ Board shall each year, prepare budget estimate of its 
income and expenditure for the ensuing financial year, in the prescribed 
form and iqanner and shall submit it to the Board on or l>efore the 
thirtieth day of September.” 
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Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 39 (7), 
lines 4 and 5, for the words “Ix)cal Government through the Director of 
Public Instruction” the words ‘‘Central Committee” shall be 
substituted. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 39 (/), 
lines 4 and 5, for the words “the Director of I*ublic Instruction” the 
words “the f Central Committee” shall be substituted. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 39 (2), 
the following shaii be substituted, namely. — 

“(2) The Central (hunmittee may either approve oi the budget 
estimate us it stands, or approve of it after making such altera- 
tions, if any, as it may think fit or cause it to be returned to (iie 
Board for such modifications as the Cential Committee may think 
necessary, and when such modifications have been made, the 
Central Committee shall submit a summary ot such budget 
estimate to the Local (L»vernment in a prescribed form and 
manner along with its own budget estimate." 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 39 ( 2 ), 
for the words “the Local (iovenim»*nt " whenever they occui the words 
“(Vntral (Vunmittee" shall be substituted. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that in clause 39 (2), line 1, 
after the* words “Jaxal (b»vernment" the words “^hall lay the liudget 
befoiv’ the ('ommittee for tlieir aj>})roval and" "liall be inserted. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA t(» move that in clause 
39 (2), after the words “I^ocal tlovernment" occurring in the first and 
the second place tlie words “on tlie advice of the Committee” shall be 
inserted. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 39 ( 2 ), 
lines 2 and 3, the words “or approve of it after making such alterations 
(if any) as it may think fit" shall be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 39 stand part of the 
Bill. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 40, 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERilEE to move that for chaptt*r VI, 
clauses 40 to 49, the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“40. Accounts ot the receipts and expenditure ot every Hoanl 
shall be kept in the prescribed manner and form iij» to the prescribe«i 
date in each year. 

41. The annual a<counts of the receipt^, expendituie, liabilities 
and assets of every Board shall be prepared and sent in the presi-ribed 
manner within a month from the i lose of the financial yvuii and placed 
before the Board to which they relate for consideration. 

42. The accounts of the Board shall be audited and examined once 
in each year by such Auditor as may be apjiointed by the Local 
Government and the Board shall give the Auditor all reasonable facilities 
to inspect all Inwiks, deeds, contraits, vouchers, receipts and other 
documents for the purposes of the audit. 

4‘b A copy of the accounts of the Board duly made up and 
balanced shall be deposited in the office of the Board and be open at the 
prescrilied hours to the inspection of all interested persons for 14 <lear 
days befoi*e the audit and all such persons may aicording to the 
prescribeil conditions take cr>pie^ or extracts from the same. 

44. The Local Government '»hall from time to time frame hu( h 
jules for Au<lit as it considei.> desirable.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that to clause 49, the 
follo\\ing shall be added, numely : — 

"‘and the a(‘C4»unts of the receijitf*, expenditure. I’abilities and the 
assets of the Board and the (’entral ('ommittee shall be prepared and 
signed, in the presciibed manner, within a month from the close of the 
financial year and pla<‘ed before the Boaid or the (‘entral (Committee, 
to which they relate for considerati<in.” 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 40 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 41. 

The following motioiis were called but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 41, last 
line, for the words “1/fjcal Government” the words ‘Central (]Iomiiiitt«e/* 
shall be substituted. 
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Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that to clause 41, the 
words “in oensiiltation with the Central Committee” shall be added, at 
the end. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 41 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauxf,<( 42 to 44. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 42 to 44 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

('htuse 45. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clase 45, line 1, 
after the words “any person” the words “or official” shall he inserted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 45, lines 
1 and 2, for the W(>rds “interested in the District Primarv' Phlucation 
Fund” the words “residing within the area” shall he substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is tint clause 45 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Cl (I use 1() 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uestion that clau'^e 4(» stand jiart of the 
Bill, 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 47. 

The following motions were called but not moved; — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 47 {!), 
line 7, for the words “the Commissionei of the Division” the words 
“the Central Ciunmittee” shall he suhstituted, 

Ral Bahadur Or. HARIOHAN DUTT and Babu dATINDRA NATH 

BASU to move that in clause 47 (7b line 7, for the words “Commissioner 
of the Division” the words “Ijocal Government” shall be sjubstituted. 
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Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that in clause 47 (/), line- 
7, for the words “CommisNioner of the Division’’ the words “UKal 
Government or the District Mapistrute after the first term of four 
years” ahull be substituted; and in lines 2 and 3, for the word “Com- 
missioner” the words “lx)cal Government or the District Mapistrate as- 
the case may be” shall be substituted. 

Rat Bahadur Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT and Babu JATINDRA NATH 
BA8U to move that in clause 47 (/), line 8, lor the voids “within 
thirty days” tl.c words “within the periiul prescriheir’ shall be 
substituted. 

Rat Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT and Babu JATINDRA NATH 
BA8U to move that in clauxe 47 {I), lines 8 and 9, for the word 

“(’ommi-isiourr” the w(*r(is “liocal (foveriinient” shall 1h* substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clau^e 47 (2)^ 
line 1, for the words “the Commissioner” the wertU “the (Central Com- 
mittee" shall he 'iibstituted. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU and Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN 
DUTT to move that m < lausr 47 (2>. line 1, for the word 
“ (^ommis.sionei’ ” the words “ Lmal ttovcrnnitmt ' shall be snbsf it ut<*d, 
and for (he word “ Ins *’ the word “ its “ shall be substituted. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to move that in cluu.se 47 (2), 
lin<‘ 1. for the woid “ ConnniHsiojMM ’’ the words “ Local Government 
or the I)i'*(rict Mapistiate a-* the c a«>e may be ” shall be snhst itutml. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jue.stion is tMnt clause 47 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put an<l apreed to. 


( Inuxr -/(V. 

The followinp motions weie (ailed hut not moved: — 

Rai Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT and Babu JATINDRA NATH 
BASU to move that iii claus([» 48 {/}, line.s 2 and d, for the words 
“ Commi.ssioner of tin* Division ’ the words Local Government 

shall be sub.stituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in c lause 48 (t)^ 
lines 2 and 8, for tlie words Commissioner of the Division ” the- 
words Central Committee ” shall 1 m* substituted. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 48 stand part of the 
:BiU. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 49. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 49, the 
‘following shall be substituted, namely: — 

** 49. Within fourteen days after the completion of the audit, the 
.auditor sliall report on the accounts audited and examined and shall 
forw’ard such report to the Local Government through the Central 
Committee and also shall forward a copy of such report to the President 
.of the Hoard concerned w'ho shall lay it before the Board.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 49, line 4, 
the words “ through the Director of Public Instruction ” shall be 
• omitted and in lines 5 and (>, after tlie words “ the President of tlie 
Board concerned ” tlie words ” and also to the Central Committee ” 
shall be added. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 49 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


('louse >50. 


The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause oO, the 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘ 50. Subject to the prescribed conditions, the Board may delegate 
;all or any of its powers of construction, repair, supervision and 
ananagemeiit of primary schools — 

{a} in areas in which the Bengal Village Self-Government Act. 
1919, is in force to a union board, and 

(h) in areas in which the said Act is not in force to a village school 
committee consisting of not more than six and not less than 
four members (each of whom shall hold office for a term of 
not more than four years, unless reappointed) to be 
appointed by the board in this behalf for each area of a 
jiaioa oominittee or pauchayat : 
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Provided that after the establishment of union boards in these 
areas this committee shall cease to function, and every such 
union l>oard or the village school committee as the case may 
he shall subject to the contnd of the boai*d exeirise such 
powers within the area under its authority/’ 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause oO, 
lines 2 and 3, for the words “the Ixh'uI (iovernment" the words “the 
Central Committee ” shall be substituted. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that in clause 50, 
line T, for the words “or panchayats*’ the words “or to village school 
boards constituted by the board ” sliall be substituted and in line 8 for 
the words “panchayats” the words “such village school hoai'd” shall 
be substituted. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The que stion is that clause 50 stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


(la use 61 . 

The following motions were called hut not moved: — 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that in clause 51, 
lines 3 and 4, for tin* words “ Ihiiichayut appointed under tlu* Village 
Chaukidari Ai t, 1870,” and in line 0 for the wonl ** panchayut " the 
words “ village school hoard ” shall he suhslituted. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that to clause 51, the 
following shall be added, namely: — 

and if at any time it app(‘ars to the hoard that a village school 
committee is not competmit to perform or persistently makes default in 
the performance of the duties imposed upon it hy the Act, tin* hoard 
may remove all the members thereof and thereupon appoint other 
members to fill the vacancies.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 51 stand part of thip 
BiU. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause S2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 52 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 53. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that before clause 53 
(i), the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

“ {a1) all existing schools giving instructions in primary 
ediutation under private management in all such schools 
established after this Aci conies into force in any area shall 
be registered with the board having such jurisdiction in 
such area. An application in the prescribed form shall be 
submitted to the board for such registration.” 

Mr. S. M. BOSE to move that in clause 53 (J), line 1, after the 
words ” An appeal, ” the words ” subject to revision by the Local 
Government ” shall be inserted. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE t(» mov e that in clause 53 (J), 
line 2, for tlu* \Nords “ Director ot Public- Instriu tion ” tin* words 
“ Local Gov(*rnment ” shall be substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 
53 (5), lines 2 to 5, foi the words bf»giiining with “the Director of 
Public Instruetioir’ and ending with “in writing" the words “the 
reiitral Poiiiinittee" shall be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion is that clause 53 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

I'he following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE to move that after clause 
63, the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

“53A. All existing schools giving instnn-tion in primary education 
under private managenieiii and all such schools established after this 
Act comes into force in any area shall be registered with the Council 
having jurisdiction in such area. An application in the prescribed 
form shall be submitted to the Council for such registf*tioii.‘ 



1930.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


Mft 


Claute 54. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for duuse 
64 (3)f the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

**{3) An appeal shall lie in respect of any order passed under sub- 
clause (2) to the Central Committee whose deciKion will be final." 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE to move that in clause 54 (J), line 1, after the 
words “An appeal" the words “subject to revision by the Local 
Government" shall be inserted. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 64 stand part of the 
Bill. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 55. 

The following motions were called hut not moved : — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 55, 
the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“55. (1) Any board on being satisfied that an aflequate provision 

of schools huN been iiiadf* and that a sufticient number of children are 
attending school in any area for which a union board or a village 
school committee has been cou'^t ituted, ma\ , by a n*solution [lassed at 
a meeting spefially convened f(ir the purpose and supported by the 
votes of not two-thirds of the members present, declare it.s intention 
to piovide compulsory free jirimary edmation in such area under its 
jurisdiction for all children of either or both sexes and shall submit 
its proposals to the bfiard in the fo?*m of a scheme giving such 
particulars as the board may from time to time preseribe. 

i2\ Any committee if called upon by the lM»ard so to do shall, within 
a time to be specified by the board, submit a scheme giving the 
prescribed particulars to provide compulsory free primary" education 
in respect bf any such area as the lioard may direct and in case of 
children of either sex or 1>oth sexes may specify. 
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(3) Every Jicheme shall be prepared and submitted to the board 
after — 

(i) consultation with the union boards or the village school 

committees as the case may be having jurisdiction in such 
area, 

(ii) consideration of any representation made to the board by 

parents or other persons or bodies interested, and 

(in) giving due publicity in the prescribed manner in the area 
concerned ” 

Df« NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that for clause 
66, the following be substituted, namely; — 

*‘55. At the end of seven years from the date when this Act comes 
into force, primary education shall be compulsory throughout the 
province : 

Provided that, if, at any time, within the aforesaid seven years the 
committee is satisfied that adecpiate provision has been made for 
primary education in any area : it shall report the fact and may recom- 
mend io the Lo<-al Government that primary education be declared to be 
compulsoiy within such area and the J>ocal Government shall 
thereupon declare by notification that primary education shall be 
compulH(n-y in such area unless, for reasons to be recorded in writing, 
the Local (loveiiiment considers it juoper to postpone making such 
declarat i(m 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that for 
clause 5;>, the following shall be substituted, namely; — 

“55. (7) As soon as the primary education cess will be fully levied 

in an^ area for which a union board, union c'ommittee or panchayat 
has been constituted it shall make adequate provision for primary 
education in the area for which it has been so constituted. The board 
ahall then move the Local Government to make primary education 
couipulsory in sued) area and the Local Government shall by notificittion 
declare that primary education shall become compulsory in such area. 

(2) Primary education shall be made compulsory within three years 
of the primary education cess being fully levied in any area.” 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERilEE to move that for clause 56, 

the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“56. If the board concerned is satisfied that there is adequate 
provision for primary education in any area for which a union Imard, 
mnion committee or panchayat has been constituted, it may recommend 
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to the Local Government that primary education shall W (‘ouij)ulsory 
within such area and the Local Government shall thereupon take 
necessary steps for introduction of compulsory education.’* 


Mfj BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 55, line 
1, for the words “the Local Government’’ the words “the (Vntral 
Committee” shall be substituted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU to move tliat in cluvise 55 — 

(d) in line 1, for the words “Local Government’' the wor«K “Central 
Primary Education Committee” shall be siibstitute<l. 

(5) in line 5, for the words “by notification, declare” the fcdlowin^ 
shall be substituted, namely: “reipiest the Local (iovernment 
to declare by notification.” 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD H0S8AIN to move that in clause 55, line 1, 
for the words “after consult inj^” the wonls “on the n^port of” shall 
be substituted. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN to move that in clause 55, line r)» 
for the word “may” the word “shall” shall be substituted. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to mov(* that to clause* 55, the 
followinjj: shall b(* added, namely: — 

“and the union board, union <*oninutfee or panchayat be (mIIcmI u{)OI 1 
to submit a scluMiie to the board jri\inj; the pr<*scnb(‘<i jiartie ulars to 
provide compulsory free primary edm ation in resjiect eif any siu h area 
and in case of < liildren of either sex or both sexes as th(‘ bf)ard may 
specify.” 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 be^ to nmve formally that after 
clause 55, the following proviso be added: — 

“IVovided that such ade(|uate provision for primary education in 
the area and such declaration making primary education compulsory 
within the area shall be made not later than three years after the 
enforcement of the provisions of Chapter IV in the area.” 

The Hoil’ble Mr. KHWAilA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 oppose the motion. 
Sir, as it ifi not a practical proposal. 

The motion of Mauivi Tamiruddin Khan was then put and lost. 
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The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD H08SAIN to move that to clause 55, the 
following shall be added, namely: — 

“Provided that primary education shall be made compulsory within 
three years from the date of the enforcement of the Act in any area.“ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 55 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

3-45 p.m. 

Clause <56. 

The following motioms were called but not moved: — 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that clause 5G 
shall be omitted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 56, the 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“56. When a scheme has !>een sanctioned by the Local Government 
in consultation wuth the Central Committee, the board shall make 
adequate provision for compulsorj’ free primary education within the 
area and no school fees shall be realised in any primary school under 
public management within such area.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 56, the 
following shall he substituted, namely: — 

”56. No fee shall be <*harged by any primary school under public 
management in any area, in which sanction has been ac(‘orded to, by 
the Ontral Committee, for the introduction of free primary education 
under section 55.” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that for clause 56, the 
following shall be substituted, namely: — 

”56. No fee shall be charged by any primary school under public 
uiaiiagement in any area in which primar>' education has been declared 
compulsory under section 55, following up the sanction accorded to by 
the Central Committee on the submijjsion of a complete scheme by the 
board.” 

Ral BalMdUf SATISH CHANDRA MUKHAR4I to move that in 
dause 56, lines 1 and 2, the woi-ds “under public management” shall be 
omitted. 
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Mr* BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 56. line 
2, before the words “primary edu(‘ation” the word “free’* shall be 
inserted and in line 3, for the words “declared compulstiry” the word 
“sanctioned’* shall be substituted. 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I bcj? to move that to clause 56, 
the followinff words shall be added at the end, namely, “or, where the 
provisions of Chapter IV are in force.” 

There is another amendment which aims at the same thin^^ Mv 
object is that it should be clearly stated that as soon un (he ce^s is 
levied education should be made free from the date of the imposition of 
the cess. Unless that is done there will be jjood deal of heart burnini? 
in the country and the position of the hon’blo members of tliis House 
will be very mucdi jeopardised because the people are expecting that 
education 'will be free and compulsory as soon as the cess is levied. We 
find that Government will not be in a position to make primary education 
compulsory before the expiry of 10 years in many places, but if educa- 
tion is not made at least free as soon as the cess is levied a ^(reat deal 
of discontent will jyrow in the country. I think Government oujfht 
to accept either this amendment or the amendment that will follow. 


MTi W. H. THOMPSON: Sir, on behalf of the Kuropean ^^roup in 
this House, I submit that, while we are open to conviction on the tfround 
that the may be im]>racticable, we have considerable sympathy 

■wdih the principle on w'hich this amendment is based. Sir, suppose the 
Telephone Company in (’alcutta arranpul to increase its rate by 20 per 
cent, and at the same time offer u rebate of 25 per cent, to every body 
who paid their bills within a certain date. That would j^ive all i)eople 
a reasonable opportunity to save 5 [ler cent, and the proposition would 
be received with .satisfaction. But supposing llnit the Telcphoiie fkun- 
pany said we will now put up the rates by 20 per cent, and two years 
hence we will bejfin to j^ive the rebate of 25 per cent, for prompt payment, 
do you think that their proposal would not be received with a howl from 
the subscribers of the telephone Do you think it would be a business 
propo.sition to put forward? I, as Manajj^er of the Telephone (’ompany, 
would not think for a moment of puttirip: forw'ard such a sup:f^eMtion, 
Sir, the fhat cess should be levied for the purimse of pro- 

viding education and also that till Government have made necessary 
preliminary arrangements, fees should go on being paid. It is not 
business. Besides not being business, it is likely to cause a good deal 
of discontent. Sir, I appeal — perhaps the word is incongruous in this 
connection — I appeal to the imagination of the Finance l>eparfment 
to make some arrangement by which relief can be given in the manner 
suggested in this amendment. 
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Mr. A. J. DASH: Sir, I beg: to oppose the amendment. Mr, 
Thompson has jfiren a delightful pirture of certain relations between 
the Telephone Company and their subscribers and I feel certain that 
however delightful that picture may be there is no resemblance between 
the Education Department and the Telephone Company on the one liand 
or between the cliildren who are being educated and the subscribers 
on the other. The difficulty in this case is a definite one, and that is- 
we cannot be certain that fees can be abolished the moment this cess 
is imposed. Neither are we certain that foes can be almlished at that 
time in f*very school. There is no deception about it; It is most 
probable that the policy of the Department will be only to have free 
schools under public managenjont, but as 1 say (iovernment do not 
like to commit themselves now, because they are not (jnite certain what 
the cost will he or how long tliey will have to meet it. There is another 
point to consider and that is this; It is very ]>roper that there should 
be something in hand to begin with when compulsion is imposed and 
it may he that in some cases fees will he realised at that time. It 
will he possible then to tell the persons who ar(‘ going to he compelled 
to send th(*ir ( hildren to schools, “now yon have compulsion but at the 
same time y(m are not being UMjuired to pay fees.” ] would, therefore, 
ask tlie mover to withdraw his motion, if jiossible, otherwise on behalf of 
Government, it is necessary for me to oppose the motion. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. 1 submit it will be 
convenient if this amendment us well as the next one are 
taken up together. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid you are too late. 

The motion of Mauivi Tamizuddiu Khaii uas then put and lost. 


Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: 1 beg to move that to clause 
50, add the following: — 

“and also fi-om the time the jirovisious of this A< t have been extended 
and cess imposed in any area, even before the primary education be 
declared compulsory.” 

Sir, we are going to .saddle the people with a very heavy burden on 
the distiiiet understanding that primary education shall be free and 
compulsory. It will not be possible, I agree, to make edueation com- 
pulsory at onee. It will take sometime for making preliminary arrange- 
ments. Nowhere in the Act do I find any provision when the Act will 
come into force and tlie cess will be realised. If the realixation 
commence with the making of primary education compulsory, I have 
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nothing to say and the people liave nothing to eomplain. But if this 
realization commences sometime earlier, there is no justification what- 
ever why primary education should not he made free at once. True 
it is that some money is necessary to make preliminary arrangements 
— to construct school houses, etc., hut the entire money that will he 
raised should not he spent after them. That will not satisfy the rate- 
payers. It will he doing great injusti<‘e if the rate-payers are to meet 
education expenses over and above payment of education ces^. It will 
he a great hardship — an intolerable hardship indeed. It will give rise 
to houa fide hue and cry and the people will lose th<*ir confidence. 
Distrust will reign supreme. It will give food t(» the agitation to fan 
the flame of discontent. A number of primary schoeds are >till existing. 
Let these existing schools he declared fiee schoid with the setting of the 
Act in motion. This is not a favour we are asking. It is only a (piestion 
of distribution of people’s own money in o])portune time. It is an 
anomaly that it is called free, though the people are paying tor it. It 
is a most equitable demand and deserves no opposition. I hope tlie 
Hon ’hie Minister in cliarge (d the Bill will accept the amendment and 
the House will give its united sujiport to it. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 gi ve my sujiport to tlie 
amendment which has been moved by Khan Sahib Mauivi Bazlul Huq. 
Mr. Thompson appealed to the imagination of the Financ(‘ Department; 
I was thinking whether there was any imagination left wlnui Govern- 
meiit really opposed this ainendment . Do they reiiK'inher that as a I'on- 
se(|uence of the action which we are taking by this Bill Bengal is going 
to he taxed to tlie extent of a <*rore of ru]H*esy Atti'r all jmldic ojmiion 
even in this country in measures of taxation is no It'ss stiong than in any 
other jiart of the worhi. That being so, can Mr. Dasli say “we will 
tax you and at tlie same time lealise fe(*s inmi you for the |mrpos<* of 
giving your children edmation. ’’ ft is again.st all canons of husim‘HB 
that w hile you tax the poojde for education you do not inaki* (‘ducation 
free and comjuilsory. I would have appealed ti* the Leagiu* oi^Nations, 
if that were possible pointing out that here is a Government that ia 
taxing the people for the purjiose of education, >et when that education 
is given on the- grounds of some technical difficulties it is realising fees 
from the pupils, but probably 1 would he held out of order. It 
eminently desirable that no acerbity of feeling should be created in the 
country by holding up here that while Government is interested in 
giving free primary education it is at once levying a cess and 
realising fees from you. After all we know to what extent rumours 
spread in this c*ountry and that ought really to l>e taken into considera- 
tion. I am sorry the Hon’hle Member in charge of the Political 
Department is not here to hear me out : if he were here he would have 
told you that with rumours as his valuable instrument one can damn 
any Government in this country. I hope Government will have some 
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imagrination left by which it will make it impossible for us to say “you 
,are doing too much of a thing — ^you are starting a measure which will 
impose a cess and at the same time realizing fees from the people.” 

Mr. C.C. COOPER: Sir, may I know if Government have any idea 
as to the actual amount of money involved in the first year? 


Mr. A. J. DASH: I can answer that question only ver\' roughly. 
‘The figure, I estimate, is in the neighbourhood of 5 laklis of rupees. 
I beg to oppose the amendment and I do so very reluctantly. The 
Khan Bahadur has made a very moving speech urging that the 
Department must have a scheme by which they will not be realising 
fees when the cess is imposed. There is every hope that no fees will 
have to be realised. But I said we cannot be certain and we do not 
feel we should be bound by any statutory provision. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Maiilvi Bazlul Huq was then put and a 
division taken with the following result : — 


Ali, Miulvi HaMifi. 

AM, Maulvi tytd NausMr. 

•akth, Mauivi thaik Rakim. 

•akah, Mauivi $yad Majid, 
lat, Sabu Lalit Kumar. 

•ai, Mr. tarat Obandra. 

Chaudhuri, Khan lahadur Mauivi 
Alimuiiaman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi tyad Osman Haidar, 
Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Ohawdhury, Mauivi Abdul Ohani. 

•Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Caspar, Mr. C. 0. 

Cusufji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
f^Bilullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Farrastar, Mr. 4. Campbait. 

Mabibuliah, Naarab Khwaja. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aziaul. 
Hoqua, Kaii Emdadul. 


Baair Uddin, Mauivi Mohammad. 

Cahaii, Mr. O. 4. 

Dash, Mr. A. 4* 

Eaaaan, Mr. C. A. 

Faraqui, tha Han'bla Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

Banculi, Rai Bahadur tusit Kumar. 
Mhumavi, tha Han'bla Aihadj Sir Abdal* 
harim. 

•umar, Mr. C. W. 

MaMar, Mr. B. K. 

Nan, Hr. B. F. 

Huaaaia, Mauivi Latafat. 

NatahifiBa, Mr. R. H. 

BMav, tha Mantda MF. A. 


Hoaaain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan Sahib Mauivi Bailul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abut. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muazaam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Laird. Mr. R. B. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aziiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. p. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Samad, Mauivi Abdut. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Sumnar, Mr. C. R. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 


Mittar, tha Han'bla Sir Pravash Chundar. 
Muliiak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Hag. Ravarand B. A. 

Nazimuddin, tha Han'bla Mr. Khvmja. 
Nolaon, Mr. 4, W. 

Pinnall, Mr. L. Q. 

Prantiaa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. D. R. 
Sarkar, Sir Jadunath. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rahati Mahan. 

San, Mr. 4. M. 

Staplatan. Mr. H. C. 

Staan, LL-Caf. H. B. 

Stavana, Mr. H. S. E. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 


The Ayes being 38 and the Noes 27 the motion was carried. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 56, as amended by 
the Ckmnqjl, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion was called hut not moved : — 

Rai Bahadur Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT to move that after clause 56, 
the following shall be inserted, namely : — 

“56A. The Board may make suitable provision for the periodical 
physical examination of the children at any primary schmd under public 
management, and also for the supply of meals to such children during 
school hours.” 


Clause 57. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 57 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 5S. 

The following motion %^as called but not moved: — 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY to move that in clause 58, 
line d, before the word “child” the woid “male” shall be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 58 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

( la use 5!K 

The following motion was calh*d but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 59 (/), 
line 1, for the words “two miles” the word “one shall be substituted. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD H08SAIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 59 (/), line 1, for the words “two miles” the words half a 
mile” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I should like to point out that 
unless sufficient arrangements are made by providing schools within 
such ar€^ as the students may without difficulty attend the school 
without giving such opportunity to the students — it would be disastrous 
to make primary education compulsory. With these few words. Sir, 
I beg to move my amendment for the acceptance of the House. 
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imagination left by which it will make it impossible for us to say '*you 
are doing too much of a thing — ^you are starting a measure which will 
impose a cess and at the same time realizing fees from the people.’* 

Mr. C. G. COOPER. Sir, may I know if Government have any idea 
as to the actual amount of money involved in the first year? 


Mr. A. J. DASH: I can answer that question only very roughly. 
The figure, I estimate, is in the neighbourhood of 5 lakhs of rupees. 
I beg to oppose the amendment and I do so very reluctantly. The 
Khan Bahadur has made a very moving speech urging that the 
Department must have a s(;hejue by which they will not be realising 
fees when the cess is imposed. There is every hope that no fees will 
have to be realised. But I said we cannot be certain and we do not 
feel we should be bound by any statutory provision. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Maiilvi Bazlul Huq was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Ali, Mauivi HaMin. 

Ali, Mauivi fyad Nauihar. 

■akth. Mauivi tkaik Rakim. 

•aktk, Mauivi $yad Majid. 

Bal, Baku Lalit Kumar. 

Bat, Mr. tarat Ckandra. 

Ckaudkuri, Kkan Bakadur Mauivi 
Alimuitaman. 

Ckaudkuri, Mauivi tytd Ovman Haidar. 
Ckowdkury, Haji Badi Akmad. 

Ckawdkury, Mauivi Abdul Okani. 

•Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Coapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Buaufji, Mauivi Nur Rakman Kkan. 
Faalullak, Mauivi Mukammad. 

Yorraatar, Mr. J. Campball. 

Nabibullak, Naarab Kkwaja. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haqua, Kkan Bahadur Mauivi Aiiiul. 
Hoqua, Kaii Emdadul. 

* 


Hoaaain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan iahib Mauivi Bazlul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abul. 

Kkan, Kkan takib Mauivi Muaziam Ali. 
Kkan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Kkan, Mr. Razaur Rakman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Luk«, Mr. N. R. 

Morton, Mr. H. R. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Babu Nagtndra Narayan. 

Bamad, Mauivi Abdut. 
tkak, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Sumnor, Mr. C. R. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 


NOES. 


Baair Uddin, Mauivi Mohammad. 

Cokon, Mr. 0. S. 

Daak, Mr. A. 4. 

Eaaaon, Mr. C. A. 

f'aroqui, tka Hon'bia Khan Bakadur 
K. 0. M. 

Oanfuli, Rai Bakadur tuail Kumar, 
•kuznavi, tka Hon'bia AtkadJ Sir Abdak 
karim. 

Bumar, Mr. C. W. 

NaMar, Mr. t. K. 

MaCB, Mr. «. R. 

Nuaaaia, Mauivi Utafat. 

NutaklnBa, Mr. R. H. , 

Marr, tka Nafi'Ma Mr. A. 


Mittar, tha Hon'bia Sir Pravask Ckundar. 
Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Nazimuddin, tka Hon'bia Mr. Kkwaja. 
Nalsan, Mr. 4. W. 

Pinnali, Mr. L. Q. 

Prantiaa, tka Hon'bia Mr. W. O. R. 
Sarkar, Sir Jadunatk. 

Sarkar, Rai takib Rakati Makan. 

San, Mr. 4. M. 

Staplatan, Mr. H. E. 
ttaan, Lt.-Cal. H. B. 
ttavana, Mr. H. t. E. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4, 


The Ayes being 38 and the Noes 27 the motion was carried. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 56, as amended by 
the Counoil, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Rai Blhadiur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT to move that after clause 56, 
the following shall be inserted, namely: — 

“56A. The Board may make suitable provision for the periodical 
physical examination of the children at any primary scinwl under public? 
management, and also for the supply of meals to such children during 
.school houi-s.^’ 


Clause 57. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 57 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 5S. 

The following motion \nus called hut not moved: — 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR ROY to move that in clause 58, 
line •3, before the woid "child” the word “male” shall he inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion is that clause 58 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 5U. 

The following motion was called hut not mov(*d : — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 59 (7), 
line 1, for the words "two miles” the word "one” shall he substituted. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 59 (7), line 1, for the words ‘‘two miles” the words ‘‘half a 
Biile” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I should like to point out that 
unless sufficient arrangements are made by providing schools within 
«uch areas as the students may without difficulty attend the sc\iool — 
without giving such opportunity to the students — it would be disastrous 
to make primary education compulsory. With these few words, Sir, 
I beg to move my amendment for the acceptance of the House. 
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Mfi J. SEN: Sir, I should like to point out that the scheme for 
the provision of free and compulsory primary education will be 
impracticable if the amendment be accepted. It will be impossible ta 
set up a primary school within half a mile of the residence of every 
pupil. Hence the provisions concerning compulsory primary education 
will be nullified, if a larg-e number of exemptions, as asked for by the* 
mover of the amendment, are ^(ranted. I, therefore, oppose the 
amendment. 

Matlivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I be^j’ to support the amendment 
which has been moved by my friend Maulvi Miiliainmad Hossain. I 
have heard the member who lias just spoken, but I would like to 
submit, Sir, that it w'ould be a jrreat hardship to boys and p-irls of 
tender a^^>’e if they are made to walk two miles out and two miles in 
every day for attendinjr the school. In the case of prown up boys and 
pirls it would not matter much. We are concerned h<‘re chiefly with 
boys and pirls of l(t or 11 years of ape, an<l their health will be 
affected if they are made to walk such a loop di.stance daily. 
Ordinarily, the boys po to school after takinp a full meal. And if 
they have to walk such a lonp <listanc*e, it will undermine their 
constitution pradually. I, therefore, hep to support the amendment,, 
and would re([uest the Hon’ble Minister to consider the position carefully 
and accept the amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Hossain uas then p\it and lost. 

The followinp motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move that in clause 59 (2), 
line 1, for the word “eipht” the word “ten” shall be substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move that in clause 59 (2), 
line 1, for the word “eipht” the word “six” shall be substituted. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA to move that in elauses 59 
and 60, fur tlu vstnd “Pain hayat” wherever it occurs the worda 
“Villape School Board” shall he substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move that in clause 59 (6), 
lines 1 and 2, for the words “apricultural operations” the words “urgent 
private affairs" shall he .substituted. 

Mr; 8. M. B08E to move that in clause 59 (^), line 2, after the word 
“children” the words “not Wow the age of eight years” shall bo 
inserted, and to the same clause the following shall l>e inserted: — 

“not exceeding six weeks in all during the year.” 
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Of, AMULYA RATAN GH08E to move that to clause 59 (6), the 
follomng shall be added, namely : — 

““not exceeding eight weeks in all during the year.” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ to move that after clause 59 (6), 
add the following, namely: — 

or 

(1) the road or path from the child’s house to the 8(‘hool becomes 
impassable on account of heavy mud or water and other 
atmospherical unfavourable conditions; or 
<8^ the child is a girl and there be not proper arrangement for her 
being taken to school conveniently and with pardah if 
observed by the guardian.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 59 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agree<l to. 

Clause 00. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY t«> move that in clause 60, 
line 1. after the word ‘Panchayat” the worths “Village School 
Committee” shall be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jue.'^titm is that clause 60 stantl part of the 
Bill. 

Tin* motion was put and agreetl to. 

('lause 01. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jnestion is that clau.se 61 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

(lause 02. 

The follow ing motions w'ere called but not moved ; — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 62 (/), 
lines 4 ia 6, for the words Ijeginning wdth “on conviction” and ending 
with “five nipees” the following shall be substituted, namely ; — 

“If the Magistnde 6nds such guardian to 1 m* guilty for the first time 
«uch guardian shall be discharged after pix)per warning and .shall be 
liable to o fine not exceeding rupees ten if he commits the same offence 
again thei-eafter.” 
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Mr. BUOY PBABAO SINGH ROY to mov^ tliat in clause 62 (1)^ 
last line, for the words ‘Ifive rupees’’ the words ‘‘one rupee” shall be 
substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that clause 62 (2; j||all 
be omitted. ^ 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 62 (2), 
line 1, for the word “two” the word “three” shall be substituted, and 
in the last line for the word “fifty” the word “twenty” shall be 
substituted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 62 (2;> 
for the word “fifty” the word “fifteen” shall be substituted. 

The question is that clause 62 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and aj^reed to. 


CUnise 6Vi. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU and Babu SATISH CHANDRA 
RAY CHOWDHURY to move that clause 63 shall be omitted. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA to move that tor ( lause 63, 
the followinji: shall be substituted, namely: — 

“63, The union l)oar(l, union committee or the villa^^e school 
board may, if they think fit, make provision for ffiviiij^' relig-ious 
instruction in all or any of the schools under their (ontrol, subject to 
pr<*scribed conditions : 

Provided that no instruction shall l)e given in any primary school 
which tends to jimmote any feeling ot hatred, contempt or antagonism 
to any religious creed or community.” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ to move that in clause 63, 

{a) in line 2, the words “so far as possible” and 

{h) in line 3, the words “at least once in every week” be omitted. 

Babu 8UK LAL NAG to move that in clause 63, line 3, for the word 
“I'eligious” the word “moral” shall be substituted. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
63, line 3, for the words “once in every week” the words ^‘thrice a 

week” bo substituted. 
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Sir, in moving this amendment I should like to point out that we 
Bengidia generally love religion than any thiijg else. The Bill providea 
that religious instruction should be imparted once in a week. It will 
be quite insufficient for a boy to have training in religion, because 
what he w’ill learn once in a week he will manage to forget in the 
codlH| of that week. So I propose that it should be imparted thrice a 
weekinstead of once a week. With these few words, 1 move my amend- 
ment and hope that the members of the Council will support me. 

4 p.m. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: Sir, in supporting the motion,. 
I may state that the Indians regard religion as dearest of all worldly 
things. According to Islam religious education slioiild pre<‘ede secular 
education. This principle has been accepted from the dawn of the 
Islamic civilization and up till n(»w the Mussalmans are s< rupulously 
tollowing this principle. You will find hanlly any Mussalman who 
does not know to read the H<»ly Koran or at least a part of it. My 
Mussalinan colleagues will surely bear me out that in every village in 
which there are Mussalman inhabitants one will find one, two or more 
Koran Makfahs where children of the neighbouring houses Hock in 
numbers to take lessons in Koian and other fundaimuital rules of 
religion. In the ah.sence of any convenient house for the purpose the 
mos(jU(* supplies the want It is an incumbent duty, nay an obligatory 
duty, on a Mussalman guardian to give religious instructions to his 
ward and lie must educate his wanl at least in tln^ reading of the 
Koian and learning some* ot the rules and formulas and saving'^ pray«*rs, 
(‘tc. A Mussulman < hild must sa\ his pra>er as sonn as he ri*aches the 
age of 9 >ears if not earlier, oi both the child and tin* guaidian an* 
sinners. So, Sir, no Moslem, however poor, can (‘s« ape imparting 
religious lessons to his ward. The Hol\ Koran (*iijoins it as an 
imperative duty. 

Now, Sir, these guardian.s, fH) pel cent, of whom are poverty- 
stricken and cannot proviih* always two meals a da> , arc g^oing to he 
heavily tax<*d. Cnlc>s ade<iuate provisions are madi* in the schools and 
maktahs for imparting religioun instruction the existing maktahs and 
Koran schools shall have to he maintained and this mcan-^ an additional 
burden on the pemr people. In fairiie.ss, justice and ecjuity — wlien 
education cess is being imposeil — people should he relieved of all i harges 
for primarv education. I don’t know in what light in\ Ilimlu frn*iids 
will conAider tliis amendment. But I am sure no one amongst my 
colleagues in this House — to whatever religious persuasion he may 
belong — wdll deny the importance of imparting religious instructions 
to his ward. 

Tha Hon’blt Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I want to assure 
the members of the House that I am no less keen than they are in the^ 
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matter of imparting religious instruction in primary schools. But at 
the same time 1 regret I cannot accept the amendment as it restricts 
or rather imposes a certain amount of compulsion that religious 
instruction should be given twice or thrice every we^k. The positiou 
is that there may be a large number of schools where practically 75 to 
60 boys may not be wanting religious instruction, or rather the {^jpents 
or guardians may be averse to their boys being given any kmd of 
religious instruction. In that case, a compulsory clause like this will 
place the school lK)ard in an awkward position and exemptions will 
have to be granted to those people who do not want such instructions. 
Apart from that, there is another objection. There is nothing to 
prevent religious instruction being given three or four or even seven 
times a week. It can la* given according to the clause that is in 
the Bill. But suppose at any time a scIhm)! Iward may come to the 
conclusion that religious instruction once a week will be sufficient for 
the purpose; then they will be compelled to impart it three times a 
week, although it may not be necessary. Therefore, I suggest that 
the clause, as it stands, is far more useful and far better than the 
amendment, as tlie latter will place the school boards in a very difficult 
position ; whereas under the clause, religious instruction can be given. 
If the school board are of opinion tliat such instruction should be given 
at least three times a w’eek, and there is real demand for it, there is no 
reason to suppose that it will not be given. On this ground I would 
request the mover to withdraw' his amendment, as I think he is 
unnecessarily placing a restriidion on tlie disiretion of the school 
board. 


Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I ri.se to support the amendment. 
On behalf of Government the llon’ble Member-in-charge says that the 
acceptance of the amendment will impc^se upon the school board the 
necessity of imparting religious instruction t//rrc times; but the Bill, 
as it stands, does impose a duty on the school board to have religious 
instruction imparted once a week. So, as the compulsion is there — 
'‘once a week,’’ I do not see any i-eason why there can be any objection 
to have it ttcice or thrive a week. 

Another argument put forward by the Hon'ble Member-in-charge 
is that the parents or guardians may not like their boys or wards 
given religious instruction. But that argument applies equally to once 
a week as well as to three times a week. Therefore this objection does 
not seem to me to be sound. It Ims also been said that if the school 
board will have ample powers, if necessity arises, to have religious 
instruction given even seven days in the w’eek, then what is the use 
of imposing a duty of having it thrice. I say that when you introduce 
a Bill for compulsion in primary education, it means that you want to 
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educate Uie people by compulsion. If that is necessary, then I think 
it is absolutely necessary that some sort of religious instruction should 
he givenl One hour a week will be neither fruitful nor useful. 

On tbe motion of Maulvi Muhammad Hossain Wing put and the 
Ilon’ble the President saying, ‘‘The Ayes have it,” Maulvi Muhammad 
Hossain claimed a division. 

The Hon’ble the President directed the Secretary to have the lohl)y 
(deared. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, tlu'ie semus to he a 
mistake on tl»e part of the mover in claiming a division. He tho\ight 
that you had declared it in favour of the other side: 1ml nou distimlly 
said, “The Ayes have it.” 

Mr* A* J* DA8H: 1 ohject to the division IxMiig called of)'. \ (daim 

a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is that when a member, it do(‘s not 
matter whether ln‘ said “Aye” or “.\o,“ (daims division, he (hallenges 
my opinion formed on the strength of the answering cries of “Aye” 
and “No.” In the present instance the member who claimed the 
division liad cried “Aye” but by (halleiiging my opinion in his favour 
he ranged hiinsidf with the “Noes.” His demand for ilivision, 
tfierefon*, holds good. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I submit, Sir, that In* 
made a mistake and I immediately informed you of it. Tim Secretary 
has of cours<‘ the right of calling for a division. I do not deny it. I 
hope, howev(*r, you will reconsider the matter as it is a case of mistake. 
Apparently the mover of an amendimmt cannot by any stretch o\ 
imagination chalbmge a decision in his favour unless lu‘ Ixdongs to a 
particular institution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A member of this House ought to have a 
sufficient sen.se of responsibility and he must know what he is going 
t^ do. When a division has been claimed I shall have to give it. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Sir, w'ill you not call it off when you 
find that there has been a horui fide mistake on the part of the member P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no such provision in our rules by which 
I can call off a division. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I submit, Sir, there have been 
occasions when you allowed a division to be called off. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTi Yeg; but, that has been done always with th 
leave of the House. 

A division was theii taken with the followings result : 


Ali, Maulvi Hatian. 

Aii, Maulvi Sy«d Nauihtr. 

Baktiii Maulvi lhaik Rahim. 

■akthi Maulvi Sytd MaJIA. 

Barma, Rai tahib Panohanan. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
AlimuEzaman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Byad Oaman Haidar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohani. 

Euaufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Paziullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haaua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. 


Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. Barat Chandra. 

Batir Uddin, Maulvi Mohammad. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohan, Mr. o. j. 

Coapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Dath, Mr. A. J. 

Cation, Mr. Q. A. 

Paraqui, tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

Porrattop, Mr. 4 , Oampball. 

Qanguli, Rai Bahadur Butil Kumar. 
Qhuznavi, tha Hon'bla Alhadj Bir Abdal- 
karim. 

Qurnar, Mr. c. w. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haidar, Mr. S. K. 

Hocb, Mr. Q. P. 

Hutohingt, Mr. R. H. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 


Hoqua, Kaii Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahib Maulvi Baitiil. 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Katam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Bahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Bhah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


Marr, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Hon’bla Bir Provaah Chundar. 
Muiliak, Mr. Mukunda Babary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Natimuddin, tha Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Nalaan, Mr. 4 . W. 

Norton, Mr. H. R 
Pmnall, Mr. L. Q. 

Prantiaa, tha Hon’bla Mr. W. 0. R. 

Samad, Maulvi Abdut. 

Barkar, Bir Jadunath. 

Barkar, Rai Bahib Rabat! Mahan. 

Ben, Mr. 4 . M. 

Bmith, Mr. R. 

BtaiHatan, Mr. M. E. 

Btaan, Lt.-Coi. H. B. 

Bumnar, Mr. C. R. 

Btavani, Mr. H. B. E. 

Thompton, Mr. W. H. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4 . 


Iho Ay<‘H lieiiijf iid ami the Noes 39, the motion was lost. 

[At p.iii. the (kmncil was adjourned for prayers, and it 

reassembled at 4-JlO p.m.] 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question is that clauses 03 and 04 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 65. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY to move that in clause 65 (/), 
line 1, after the woi^s (Government’* the words eoiiBuitation 

with the Central Commrttee** shall be inserted. 
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Wf* SHAMTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY to move that in clause 
(55 ( /), line 1, for the word “may'’ the won! “slmir’ shall Ihj svihstituttHl, 
and in line after the word “publication” the words “and with the 
(oiicurronce of the Central Primary Education Otmimittee” shall b? 
inserted. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that in 
clause (/), lines 1 and 2, after the words “after previous publication” 
the words “and consideriiijif objections, if any” sluill be inserted. 

Babu 8UK LAL NAG to move that in claus(‘ bo {'J) (/), the words 
“and of their remunerations, if any” shall be omitted. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI to move that clause 
bo (r) shall be omitted. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E and Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY to move 

that after clause bo (2) the followinj^ shall be ins(*rt«‘d, !unut‘ly : — 

“(r-lA) the time within which an appeal ajrainst the decision of the 
auditor shall be made to the f.ocal (loverinnent.’* 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA to move that in clause bb 
(;!^) (C'J), line b, tor the W(»id “ Paiichayats” the words “V’^illape School 
Boards” shall be substituted and the words “and the const iiutn)n of 
Village Scho(d Boards” shall be added at the end. 

Mr. PRESIDENT • Tin* (|in*>tion is that clause tio htainls part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was [lut and agreed to. 


(Uausc 6*6’- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tl le (juestion is that clause bb staiids part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was pul and agreed to. 


Schedule. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that the Schedule stand part of 
the Bill. 

luotiou wM pmt aad agreed to, 
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Long Title. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE and Mauivi ADBUL HAMID 
8HAH to move, that in the long title for the words “the extension of “ 
the word free “ shall be substituted. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM to move that in ihe long title after tin- 
words “ extension of “ the word “ free “ be insertc'd. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The question is that the long title stand part ol 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The following motions were railed but not moved : — 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH and Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA 
NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur, to mov(‘ that in the preainbl(\ line 
d, for the word “ primary ’’ the words “ tree primary “ shall bt* 
substituted, 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI to move that in the 
preamble, line d, the words “ rural areas “ shall be omitted. 

Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY to move tliat in the pivamble 
last line for the word “ ten ” the word “ twenty “ shall be substituteil. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH to move that in the preamble, line 
5, for the word “ ten “ the word “ eight “ shall be substituted. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that in the first paragraph 
of the preamble, last line, for the word “t(‘n" tlu* word “seven” be 
substituted. 

Sir, the main reason for this suggestion is that the primary educ‘ation 
has been the burning question of the illiterate masses of Bengal. 
Millions of inartieulate people of our <ountry are looking to this Bill 
with anxious expectation. The periml of seven years is in my opinion 
sufficient for making primary education compulsory throughout the 
province of Bengal. I am surprised to note the amendment which 
stands in the name of Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy in which he has 
vuggested that primary education should hp made compulsory within 
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twenty years and not within a shorter period. This shows that 
there is a party, an influential party — of course, who desire that tlie 
children of the cultivators of Ben^ral should not he educated before the 
day of resurrection. It is the paramount duty of every civiliml 
Government to give education to the citizens of tin* country as scH)n us 
possible. I am really ashamed of ineniionin^>: the very l»)w perccntuffi' 
of tile literate persons of our country and this unusually low pereentuKc 
is mainly due to the lon^stundinjr ne^dij^eme on the part of out 
Government. For hundreds of years the Hussinn subjeets. unci\ili/.ed 
thoufrh they were called, groped in the darkness id illitiracy during 
the despotic rule of their monarch, but as soon as a gieat chanf»‘e came 
over to their country 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What have we ^ot to do witli thaty 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: 1 am merely explain in^r the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT • You have moved your motion and you need not 
go further. 

Mr. A. 4 . DASH: I 1 leg to of)pos(‘ this unn'iidment. The wording 
of the clause' is “with a \ ii‘w to make it coni(>uls<»ry within ten years” 
and the m(o<'r of tin' aiiK'ndnieiit wishes to redme the period from ti'ii 
to se\en. It will Ix' noti<ed in tin* clause that primary education is to 
be madi' available to all children, both bo\s and girls, 'Ihe Kdmaition 
Ih'partuu'iit con.^ider that it will not Im* pos^ihh• to piovidr adeijuate 
facilities which would justifN making it coinpulsorv within s«*ven years 
for g-iils. For that reason it is not (lossible to acci'pt the amendim'ni. 

The motion of Mauivi Abdul Hakim was th(*n put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN to mo\e that in the jireumble, 
line o, for the word “ ten ” the word “ fiM* ” shall lie substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|Uestion is that the preamble stand part, 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agrr'cd b>. 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I Ix'g to mo\e that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, IJKlt), as settled in 
Council, be passed. 

I w’ould like to take this opportunity to offer my thankH to those 
who drafted the Bill in its present form, particularly Nawab Miisharnif 
Hosain aiid Mr. J. IL Lindaay, the two gentlemen who settled the 
main principle underlying; this Bill. Sifi the members of this Council, 
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who haye helped to get this Bill enacted into law, will have this 
satisfaction that they are for the first time solving the problem of 
primary education in Bengal. They are also establishing firmly the 
claim of Bengal for provincial autonomy, iHicause this Bill proves that 
they are prepared to legislate for taxation when they feel that there is 
a real necessity for tliis. 

With these words, I move my mol ion for tlie acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Prorogation. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor to declare that the Bengal Legislative Council stands 
prorogued. 


0 . a 
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Sclieme to settle kbas malial lands in 
Faridpur with unemployed bhadralok 
youths, 649. 

Special constables during the fhu'cu 
riot, 470, 471. 

Steamer t’ondf*r, 387. 

Students receiving education in schools 
and oolle^ea, 636. 

Surrender of firearms, 364. 

Union boards, rewards to panrhiyats 
and members of, 760, 761. 

Visliniipur su Ml vision, rttfal health in, 
843. 

Bandti-Barliarwa lint 

.S(*e— Hansabn 1 1 . 

iNtfiarff^ Mr. F. 

Alijsirc Jail, allegation of ahsauUs on 
certain gehtfeman in, 33. 

Kata-KIiali Klial projtM-t, fv'iS. 

Khaildur and Oandlii cap, wearing of, 
17r,, 176. 

Mamifaidurt' of salt in Coiitai and 
Diamond Harbour, 308, 309 , 310. 

Military area of tho alianduned fort at 
Diamond Harbour, 362. 

Salt affairs in fvrtain subdivisituts of 
the 24-l*arganas and Midnapon*, 178, 
179 

Salt movement in Contai, 376. 

ftanigmin 

See — (Miandpur. 

•anliurt 

Contribution to diaukidari Fund for 
non-existent chaukidari land in, 836. 

Bankurt distiiet 

Road from Viabnupur to the eaJt«m 
limit of, 673. 


BmaiiM 

Railway platform at, on the Biadftl- 
Barharwa line, 53. 

Barasnt OharltaMa uWiMr'. 181. 

BaraMt Oavanunaift BohaM 

Muhmmadan teachers in, 883. 

Barltal 

Rent suits on Tamadi day at, 3B6. 

Barlaal-BhowanlianJ 

S4*e— Bansal-Patuakliali. 

Barisal-Fatiiakhall 

Sti*am ships of the River SieaM Navi- 
gation ('uinpany plyng between, and 
HarisaUnhowaniganj, 281. 

Barma. Ral BahM FawMiahawi M^B.E. 

Hill, Banzai (RoraD ]*rifiiary BBaba- 

tiuu— . 19:K), 76.3. 

Bamokport-NallMitl-Kafidtirapara 

lli8. 

Barraekport Boolaty af Frd^lMH of 
Cniilty to Animals, 113. 

Baaantapur Railway ttatlon 

Drinking watt^r-supply at, 746. 

Baatrhat MunlolfMllty 

Water-supply within, 752, 

Baair uaam, Mautvl MohammoB 

Malaria and Rala-asar at Naior, 676. 
River Naradn in Nator, 198. 

Batu» Baku aatlnOra Math 

Assanlth and destruction of property 
alleged to be committed by the i>oUce, 
584. 

Hill~- 

Bengal Oiminai latw Amandmont, 
1930, 603, 732. 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment), 
1930, 818. 

iongat (ROrat) Primary 'BdWoitlMi, 
1980, 240, 304. 
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Bai— 

Calcutta Municipal ( Amandment) , 
1930, 821, 822. 

Carmichael Medical College and 
Hospital, Belgachia, raising recurring 
grants to, 403. 

Condemnation at the attempted out- 
rage on Sir Charles Tegart, 734. 

Congratulations to the Hon’ble the 
President, 14. 

Demands for grants — 

22. — General Administration, 62. 

26. — Jails and Convict Settlements, 
81, 82, 83. 

20.— Police, 100. 

Manufacture of salt in Contai and 
Diamond Harbour, 810. 

Bound Table Conference, 606. 

■••Ui Mr. Nartfidra Kumar 

Alipore Central Jail, allegation of 
assaults in, on the 22nd April, 1930, 

no, 111. 

Alipore Jail, allegation of assaults on 
certain gentlemen in, 31, 32, 33. 
Assaults and destruction of property 
alleged to be committed by the police, 
688 . 

Babu Surjya Kumar Som of Myroen- 
singh, 370. 

Bengal Ordinance, number of persons 
convicted for political offences and 
detained under, 112. 

Bethune College, women picketing, 676.' 
Bill— 

Bengal Criminal Ijtw Amendment, 
1930, 608, 012, 619, 623, 627, 638, 
692, 696, 700, 705, 710, 711, 714, 
716, 718, 719, 727. 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment), 
1930, 319. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education, 
1930, 291. 

Bomb incident at Krisbaagar, 183. 

Boy pioketars, use of canes or laOOs to 
dispeiie» M, 44. 


B«m, Mr. Ntrandra Kumv— concZd. 

Dacca Curson Hall compound incident 
738. 

Dacca riots — 

CJomplaints in connection with, 266. 
Seizing of guns by the police during 
389. 

Demands for grants — 

22. — General Administration, 62. 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlements, 
66, 67, 68, 69, 86. 

26. — Police, 163, 166. 

Director of Industries, 21. 

Disposal of sessions cases in Faridpur. 

686 . 

Eden Hindu' Hostel, 644. 

Female volunteers, use of physical 
force against, 46. 

Hunger-etrikes in jails, 377. 
Kishoreganj riots, 664. 

Ladies’ procession at Garpar, Calcutta, 
367. 

Manufacture of salt in Contai and 
Diamond Harbour, 309. 

Motion for an adiewrament of the 
busmess of the Council, 847. 

Persons injured by police in Calcutta 
during the last 4 months, 198. 
Picketing Presidency College, 736. 

Satyagrahi volunteer prisoners of 
Myinensingh, 376. 

Students and University examinations, 
282, 

Surrender of hrearms, 364. 

Beigtiorla 

Dredger Yard extension at, by Eastern 
Bengal Railway, 361. 

Bwifal 

Director of Public Instruction, 279. 
Licentiates of Medical Sdiools and 
Governing Body of the State Medical 
Faculty of, 467. 

Public Prosecutors and Assistant PubUe 
Proeecntofs in, 393. 
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Bengal Bfvfl UrrtM 

ProBKittoii of the members of, 528. 

Bengal Orawtng ollboe 

Reproduction Section of, 456. 

Bengal Legleiitfve Department Library 

Provision for purchase of books for, 

120 . 

Bengal Medleal Servloe 

Recruitment to, 679. 

B eng al ominanoe 

Nerober of persons convicted for poIi> 
ticai offences and detained under, 
112. 

Bengal Secretariat 

New schemes of, and other attached 
offices, 115. 

Bengal Taimlng Imtltutc, Calcutta 

Superintendent of, 656. 

Aluhammadsns m, 678. 

Bengal Village 8elf-Oovemment Act, tile 

AswHsments under sections 37 (a) and 
(b) of, 47, 

Bethune College, women picketing, 676. 
Bhanga and Chlkandl MumlAe, 27. 

Bhola steamer station 

Accident at, 445. 

Bill 

Oiminal Law Amendment, the Bengal, 
1930— 

Conaideration of, 603, 616, 868. 
Introduotioa of, 600. 

Paasiag of, 738. 


Blll-co«fi<f. 

Municipal (Amendment), the BongaJ, 
1930, 314. 

Municipal (Amendment), the Calcutta, 
1930. 314 , 321. 

Municipal (Amendment), the Calcutta, 
1929, rf'port of the Stdect Committee 
on, 2a3. 

Primary Education, the Bengal 

(Hurai) — , 650. 

Primary Education, the Bengal 

(Rural) 1930—. 

Consideration of, 906, 286, 759, 843. 
Introduction of, 206. 

State Aid to Industries, the Bengal, 
1930- 

Introduction of, 903. 

Reference to a Select (kmimittee of, 
203. 

Bill, Rural Primary Edusatlon 

Various opinions regarding, 397. 

^'Biahar Banabi** 

Proscription of the book entitled, 68. 
Blandy, Mr. E. N. 

Fandpur-lihanga-Madaripur Railway 
project, 178. 

Karidpur Itaduay station, 181. 
Kalukhah-Iliiuiiapara Railway, oott' 
struct ion of, 181. 

Beard of Examlncra 

See — Training examinations for women. 

Boac, Mr. S. M. 

Board of Examiners to conduct train- 
ing examinations for women, 248. 

Demand for grant— 

26.— Police, 131. 

Kislioreganj riots, 249. 

Nobinkrishna Mitra Memorial Fund, 
proposed, 92. 

Primary education of women, 520. 
Public Health Organisation, 172. 
Reproduction Section of the Bengal 
Drawing Office, 456. 

Round Table Conference, 487. 
Settlement Preaa employees, 903. 
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Policy in doalins with, 392. 

Use of canoM or lathis to disperse, 43. 

Brahmaputra 

See — Mymensingh bridge. 

Budga-Biulga Munloipality, 122. 

Burdwan 

Expenditure on works of pubKc utility 
by local bodies in, 448. 

llalariouB jKjlice-statiotts in, Hooghly 
and Murshidabad, 286. 

Burdwan Division 

Grand Trunk Ibowd in, 670. 

Caloutta 

Action taken m respect of the reconsti- 
tution of the Licensing Sbard for, 
61. 

Carters’ strike m, 264. 

Oonipensation to the relatives of the 
persons who lost their lives as a 
result of police firing at, on the Ist 
April, 1930', 118. 

IVmsumptioii of charas in, 164. 

Government oflScors in, 97, 

Ladies’ proot'ssion at Garpar, 366. 

Muhammadan siudents in the various 
educational institutions in, 631. 

Persons injured by police in, during 
the last 4 months, 198, 

Presidency Magistrates’ Courts in, 37, 

Reporting of i>olive oases at Jorahagan, 
30. 

Galoutta and Daooa Telephone, 481. 

OaToutta Oorporation 

Accounts of, 275. 

Nomination of Councillors of, 120. 

Bee— Provident Fnnd. 

Cateutta Madloal Colltge 

Becreltaries for, 114. 


CaloutU Medical Colfate HolpItM 

Discharge of Babu Tirtha Gopal Pal 
from, 117. 

Calcutta Municipal Act 

Amendment of, 258. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1929 

, Report of the Select Committee on, 
203. 

Calcutta Police Courft 

Realisation of fines from, 46. 

Calcutta dteam IVavlgdtrcn CompMiy 

Accommodation for passengeis oh deck 
of the steamers of, 259. 

Calcutta Technical School, 663. 

Caloutta to Qhatal 

Steamer faini from, 362. 

Campbell Medical School 

See — Medical College, 

Carmlohatl Medical College and 
Hospital, Belgaohia 

Raising recurring grant to, 350. 

Carters' strike— 

StH^ — Calcutta. 

Central Co-operative Sale Supply 
Societies, Ltd., 682. 

Cess, proposed primary education, 599. 

Cess revaluation 

Bee — Hooghly. 

Chandana river, 174, ISt. 
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ChantfiMr 

Proposal for a Court at, or 

Baoii^ui, 34. 

Charast oontumptiofi of 

Seo — Calculta. 

Chattorioo, Mr. B. C. 

Bill- 

('nminal liaa Ameuilmont, 
19, 'W, 635. 

Bcugai (Rural) I*rinmr\ Kducation, 
1930, 241, 242. 

Dacca riots, 521. 

Demand for Grant— 

26. — Police, IGI, 162. 

Meeting Mus-salnians of Dacca on 

the 18ih May, 522, 52, *i. 

Muslim aitaociationn at Dacca prior to 
recent riots, 259. 

ProviHKin for Muslim education, 675. 
Round Table Conference, 559. 

Union boards, rewards to panchayats 
and members of, 761. 

ChaiMfiurl, Babu KIthori Molian 

SundarbaiiH and M'ttlerncnts, 167- 

BhHB MarHaff Aft 

ProscH'ution in Ikuigal under, 667. 

Chliifura maldan 

Meeting at, 179. 

Chlttasong 

Certain 8ub-UegiNtry offices in, 645. 
Noabad taluks in, 45^1, K37. 

Posting of an I. M. S. officer as Civil 
Surgeon at, 51. 

Chlttagoni MtBloai Scbool 

Admission of Muslim students into, 93. 
Appointment of members to tlie Solec- 
t on C^nnmittee for, 96. 

Members of Stdeetion (Vmimittee for, 
94. 

Courts, Mufaatai, 192. 


Choanitiury, Hajf Baill AluiioB 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Education, 
1930, 794. 

Chittagong Medical S^ffiool — 

.VdinlsKion of Muslim studenta into, 
93. 

.Appoint iiKoit ul members to tlif Selcio* 
tion Coniurttee for, 95. 

MemlsTs ot SeltH'tion ('oinmittee for, 
91. 

Vox's. Bazar, po^t of Assistant Surgoon 
at. 112. 

Noabad laiuk.'« in ( 'inttagong, 453, 837. 

Noabad taluks of Siitkiiiiia and Patiya 
klins ninlinl, ,‘174. 

Posting of an I. li. H. officer at Civil 
Surgeon at ( 'liittngong, 51. 

Proposal for a MiiiiHif's Court at ChanB- 
pur <ir Haiiigraiii, *14. 

Satkamii and Putiya munsiftii, 806. 

KuH-R4*gistry offices in Chittagong, 
645. 

Clvlt Courts 

Muhummudan holidays observed in, 311. 

Soe- 24-Purganaa. 

Civil BtsobMnsfiot movsuiMit 

Persons couvicUid of offences oonnscicKl 
with, 105, 197. 

Propaganda to counU'ract, 190. 

S**e Mi(ina{s>re. 

Civil guanto 

Sw' — Daeea. 

Civil Suriffu 

Set*— Ch 1 1 1 agon g , 

Clarti, Mr. I. A. 

‘Bill, Hi-ngal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion. 19 :m>, H17. 

Rural Primary Education Bill, various 
opinions r<*garding, 39H, 

Cofignitulatioiif to ProsMMnt on 

KmgtitliooB, 14. 
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OofigrtM voliintMrt 

Alleged assaults on, in the police lock-ap 
at Lalbazar, 519. 

Oontal 

Manufacture of Balt in, and Diamond 
Harbour, 308. 

Balt movement in, 376. 

Oontal National School 

SatyagrahiH and, 646. 

Ooopori Mr. C. Q. 

Bill, Bengal (Hural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1930, 2K9, 870. 

« Ghoshpara Road, 36. 

Qo«oporatlvo Soolatloi, 300. 

Cox's Bazar 

Post of AaaiBtant Surgeon at, 112. 

Otarzon Hall compound Incident at Dacca, 

737. 

Dacca 

Ahaanullah School of Engineering, 642. 
Civil guards during riots at, 272. 

Civil guards and special constables 
during the riots at, 467. 

Cureon Hall compound incident at, 
737. 

Dulai Khul at, 107. 

Covoriimeiit fisheries in, 450. 

Oun licences in, 373 
Licences for firearms in, 402. 

Meeting ot the Mussnimans of, on the 
18th May. 522. 

Motor buses in, 458. 

Muslim associations at, prior to recent 
riots, 259. 

Picketing of the shop of Ray A Co., 
266. 

Police force at, during riots, 247. 
Posting of A Euroi>oan Magistrate at, 
for the trial of oases arising out of 
the recent dUtturbances, 114. 


Dacca City 

Licensed guns in, 453. 

Dacca distiirbanoaf, 378. 

Dead body procession and, 836. 

Propaganda by mischief mongers and, 
845. 

Dacca Inquiry Committaa, 268. 

Dacca Municipality Mathart* passage 

sohama, 25. 

Dacoa-NarayanganJ Road, 96. 

Dacca riots, 246, 257, 368, 374, 621, 623, 
527, .528, 543. 

Complaints in connection with, 264, 

Damage to property during, 831. 

Nawsb of Dacca and appointment of 
special constables during, 637. 

Seising of guns by the police during, 
389. 

Special constables during, 469. 

Dacca Sadar (South) Subdivision 

Posting of a Moslem oflBcor in charge of, 
113. 

Dacca town water-supply, 524. 

Dam, Mr. G. R., C.I.E. 

Assaults and destruction of property 
alleged to be committed by the iiolice, 
586. 

Damodar scheme, 525. 

Das, Babu Satyendra Kumar 

Bnllot system in local bodies, 325. 

Calcutta and Dacca Teleplione, 482, 

Civil guards and special constables 
during the riot at Dacca, 467. 

Dacca Municipality methars’ passage 
scheme, 25. 

Dacca-Narayanganj Road, 96. 

Dacca riots, 623. 

Dacca riots, seising of guns by the police 
during, 389. 

Dacca town water-supply, 624. 

Dolai Khal at Dacca, 167. 

Round Table CTonference, 490. 
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Oat, lUI MHMlur Kamini Kumar 

Billy Bengal Criminal Law Amendment^ 
1»80, 607. 

Demand for Grant — 

25 . — Jails and Convict Settlements, 
81. 

Full responsible Government in the 
Provinces, establishment of, 484. 

Dathy Mr. A. «l. 

Bill, Bengal (Rurah Primary £duca> 
tion, 19;)0, 767, 775, 776, 777, 787, 
793, 794 , 795, 796, 800, 817, 827, 848, 
868, 870, 877, 881. 

Daath rtftrtnoa, 15. 

Damandi tor grants 

16M, 66. 

22. — General Administration, 58. 

25. — .Jails and Convict Settlements, 

66 . 

26 —Police, 123 

32.— Medical, 200. 

41. — C'lvil Works, 200. 

Deprtssad olatsas 

Appointment of Muiisifg from, 310. 

Deputy and Sub-Deputy Colieotort 

Transfer of, from the place of their 
posting, lie. 

Deputy and Sub-Deputy Multtrates and 

Clrol# omoers In a die trlct 

Retention of, 379. 

Diamond Harbour 

Military area of the uhanduned fort at, 
362. 

See — ('ontai. 

Bnalpur Diatriot Jail 

Non-official visitor Mauivi Hasan Ali 
and, 674. 

Dirootor of Induetrloi, 20. 

DIroetor of fuMio Hoaltli 

Assistant and sub-assistont soigeons 
under, 265. 


Oiraotor of Publio Inetruotiiii 

See — Bengal. 

See — Education Secretary. 

DIstrlet Board rooolpto from tJio BuMlo 
Worlit Goaty 117. 

Dlvislon(e) 

-Issaults and destruction of property 
alleged to be committed by the polioey 
lost, 594. 

Ballot system in local Isidies, lost, 333. 
Bill, Ih'ngnl ('nmmal law Amendment, 
motions |»»r amendments to, 
lo.st, 610. 615, 622. 628, 632, 

640. 697, 702, 714, 715, 73.3. 

Bill, Bi*ngal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, lO.'JO, motions for amendments 
to. lost, 229. 708, 828, 870, 878. 
Dimiands for grants - - 

22. -General Administration, carried, 

d.'j. 

25. — .Jails and Convict Kettlements, 
motion for token cut, lost, 80. 

26. — Pol H'c, motion for token cut, lost, 
165. 

Presidency Police and Town Police, taxa- 
tion for the cost of, lost, 418. 
Process-servers, carried, 480. 

Round I'ahlo (V)nferen<'<\ lost, 669. 

Solo of Palm Taluks, hist, .’149. 

Divisional Commleslonert 

— rn«|SH*tor-General of Registration. 

Dolal Khai 

See — Dacca. 

Dum-Dum Munloipafityy tha ntWy 276, 277. 
Dutty Rai Bahadur Dr. Harldhan 

•Bill— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendmenty 
1930, 688, 708. 709, 725, 7JJ0. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Kducatiotiy 
1930, 2rM. 

Calcutta Municipal (AiiieDdmeni)y 
19d0y 314. 
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Dutt, Rai BalM#ur Dr. HarMan-^anoy. 

Carmichael Medical (>)lk*ge and Hospi- 
tal, Bolgachia, raising recurring 
grants to, 350, 357, 403. 

Consumption of charas in Calcutta, 184. 

Establishment of full responsible Govern- 
ment in Provinces, 554. 

Grand Trunk Road, 747. 

Jayanagar-Masilpur railway station, 
196. 

Jayanagar-Mazilpiir station, extension 
of new road at, 392. 

Jayanagiir-Maxilpnr station, wanf, of a 
second platform at, 37. 

Licensing Board for (^alrutta, action 
taken in respect of the reconstitution 
of, 51. 

Opiu|n-sniokin|j, 186, 187. 

Presidency Magistraj^Js’ (kiurts ip Cal- 
cutta, 37, 40. 

Presidency Police and Town Police, 
taxation for the cost of, 411, 412. 

Realisation of fines from Calcutta Police 
flirts, 46. 

Reporting of polii'e cases at Jor^bagan, 
Calcutta, 36. 

latttm itfiBti Rtiiim 

Belghoria Dredgin' Yard extension, 
361. 

BMttrn Prontmr RlNtt, 192. 

Etfan Hlmlu HotttI, 642. 

Cduoatloii SeoraUry 

Posts of, and Director of Public Instruc- 
tion, 265. 

limtlonal inititulloiii 

Picketing of, 206. 

Eiliioitlonal Institutiofis ami prtMnt 

linmt, 8a5. 

wanfi, union |»otrtft and, 753. 

European Magittrata 

See — Daci'a. 


Exolto 

Revenue from judicial and non-judicial 
stamps and from, 50. 

Excite shops 

Picketing of, B46. 

Faridpur 

Disposal of sessions cases in, 686. 

Scheme to settle khas mahal lands in — 
with unemployed bhadrulok youths, 
647. 

FgridPIff-Phansa-Madoripur Railway pro- 

loot, 178. 

Faridpur Railway Station, IHI, 834. 

Faroqui, the Hon’bis Khan Bahadur 

K. G. M. 

Agriculturists of the 24-Parganas, 685. 

Basirfaat Municipality, water-supply 
within, 762. 

Bengal Tanning Institute, Calcutta — 
Muhammadans in, 678. 
Superintendent of, 667. 

Bill, Bengal State Aid to Industries, 
1930, 2a3, 2a5. 

Cajputt^ I’eclipiral School, 664, 

Central Co-operative Sale Supply Socie- 
ties, Ltd., 683. 

Go-operative Societies, 390. 

Demands for grants — 

41.— Civil Works, 900. 

41. — Civil Works — Commuiiications 

(Road Fund Works), 200. 

Director of Industries, 20, 21, 22. 

Election of Bnbu Kishoripati Roy as 
Chairman, Midnapore District Board, 
669. 

Expenditure on works of public utility 
by local bodies in Burdwan, 448, 463. 

Government aided schools under the 
Industries Department, inspection of, 
371. 

Grand Trunk Road, 746, 747. 

Grand Trunk Road in the Burdwan 
Division, 671. 

Grand Trunk Boad between Asansol pnd 
Burdwan, 447. 
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K, 0 . m—conclt1, 

Hovnh’Makardah District Board Road, 

672 . 

Industrial education, students sent to 
foreign countries by Government for, 
678. 

Industries Department, touring by the 
officers of, 391. 

Jute Sale and Supply Societiee, 681, 
682. 

Malaria, scheme for erodication of, 672, 

673. 

Malaria and Kaln-naar at Nator, 676. 

Manufacture of salt in f'ontai and Dia- 
mond Harbour, ^K)9, 310. 

Nicnsi drains and S<nith Dum-Dum 
Municipality, 737. 

OfficerH <if the Industrii’s Dt'partiiient at 
the Indian S<‘ienc<' (’ongress, Allaha- 
bad, attendance of, 662. 

Rond I)t‘veloi)n»ei!t Scheme, 677. 

Rond from Vishmipnr to the eastern 
limit of the ‘Haiikurn district, 673. 

Roads selected for jirox incialisation, 070. 

Schenu* to settle khas muhal land.s in 
Fnridpur with unemployed hhndralok 
y<tuths, rvl«. ()P.» 

Scholarships to prosecute studies in a 
rwogmswl .\griciilturnl CVdIege, 6H4. 

Strand Road between Hooghly and Tn- 
iMMii, 649, 6W. 

Technical and Industrial scIkkiIh, inH{)e<-- 
tion of. 741, 745. 

Technical schools, students iii, '191. 

Union boards and electoral wards, 753. 

Union boanls, rewards to panchayats 
and ineml)er8 of, 749, 760, 761. 

Vishnupur subdivision, rural health in, 
842, 843. 

Weaving schools, Assistant Inapector of, 
660. 

Failiillahi Mttilvl MiilMunmiil 

Inspector-General of Poltce, working 
hours for clerks in the office of, 40. 

Inspector-Oeneral of Registration, Mus- 
lims in the office of, 47. 
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Fawlallali, Mtiiivi ItMha iiiimtf r ewcM. 

Muslims in the Secretariat clerical estab* 
lishment, 41. 

Nominations of candidates by Divisional 
(Commissioners and tlie Inipeotor* 
(^neral of Registration, 62. 

Periotl of rtdenlion of Police officers at 
a station, 40. 

Proscription of the book entitled “Bisher 
Banshi,” 53. 

FMiMlt pritonart oofivtotad of plokitlnfi 
oto., 26. 

Fomalt voluntfort 

I'kc of physical force against, 45. 

Foni Union Boortl 

S«H« — Noakhnii. 

FIroarmt 

.Surrender of, ,'163. 

Fithorloi, Govommont 

.Se<^— Dacca. 

Forretltr, Mr. J. Compboll 

Ballot Kvsti'in 111 Im-al ImuIicn, .'130. 
('iirmicluu'l Medical (Vdlege and Hospi- 
tal, Ihdgnchin, raising recurring 
grants to. .ViC, 

Rood Dtnelopment Keheine, 677. 

Full rotpontiblf Govommont 

S<»». — Provinr-es. 

Qoniihl OOP 

See— Khoddar. 

Oorpor 

See — C Calcutta. 

OfiOM, Or. Amulyo Raton 

Assistant and sub-assistant surgeons 
under the Director of Public Health, 
265. 

Ballot system in local bodies, 332. 
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Oho$«, Dr. Amulya Ratan — concld. 

Bill, Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment, 1930, 000, 704. 

Boy pifketers, 392, 393. 

Carters’ strike in Calcutta, 264. 

Classification of two Ordinance 
prisoners at Howrah, 459. 

Government fisheries in Dacca, 456. 

Government Medical Service, 383, 384. 

Grand Trunk Hoad, 746. 

Injury received by the wife of Srijut 
Nagendra Nath S<mi at Khulna, 252. 

Licentiates of Medical Schools and 
Governing Body <if the State Medical 
Kaculty of Bengal, 457. 

Medical Schools, 27H. 

Sanitary Inspectors, 187. 

Shooting at Panchanantala and Ram- 
kristopur Ghat Road, Howrah, 385. 

Tulierculous patients, treatment of, 
187. 

Oholhpara Road, 36. 

Qhuinavi, tha Hon'blo AihadJ Sir 

Abdalkerim, Kt. 

.Maipur Khal Scheme, 534, 535. 

.\ 1 1 pore bridge, 190, 199. 

Bagsala (^niial, 526. 

(’linndaiia river, 171, 175, 195. 

Construction of an escniH‘ at Hansiiigh- 
poro on the Selye and a sluice at 
Gopiganj, 170. 

Dacca town water-supply, 525. 

Dnmodar Scheme, 525. 

Demand for grunt, 15B, 66, 57. 

Dolai Khal at Dacca, 168. 

Hooghly Sadur and Serampore, 
drainage of certain areas in, 170. 

Knta-Khali Klial project, 665, 656. 

Magrahat Khal, plying of “Salti 
dongas” in, 536. 

River Narada in Nator, 198. 

Subhankari Danra in Vishnupur, 686. 

Water-logging in Magrahat, 24-Par- 
ganas, 840. 


Qopigmtl 

C/onstruction of an escape at Hari- 
singhpore on the Selye and a sluice 
at, 176. 

Qovtmment'alfted tctioolt 

See — Industries Department. 

Govemmtnt ButinMs, progrii* of, 687. 

Goveminent Medical Service, 383. 

Grand Trunk Road, 746. 

Grand Trunk Road between Aeantol and 

Burdwan, 447. 

Grand Trunk Road in the Burdwan Divi- 
sion, 670. 

Guha, Babu Profulla Kumar 

Bagzala Canal, 526. 

Barrack|)ore Society of Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, 113, 

Daniodar Scheme, 525. 

Dredger V^ard extension at Ik'lghona 
hy TOastern Bmigal RriIwun , 361 

.lessore Boad and Dharniapur lUwul, 
cuhert at the junction of, 96. 

Nicasi drains and South Duin-Dum 
Municipality, 736. 

North Duin-Duin Municipality, insani- 
tary borrow-pits within, 313. 

Picketing Presidency C<oUege, 7.‘15. 

Solicitors' examination, 313. 

System of Attorneyship exaniinatioD, 
461. 

Giilw, Mr. P. N. 

Calcutta Technical School, 667. 

Fall in provincial n'venuo, 598, 599. 

Settlement of khus inahal lauds in 
Bakarganj, 468, 469. 

Gun lioenoes 

See — Dacca. 

Sec—Midnopore. 
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Supta, Mr. 4. H. C.I.E., M.a.E.— 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primarji' Educa- 
tion, 1930, 222. 

Recommendations of the Simon Commis- 
sion, 419. 


Gumar, Mr. C. W. 

Amount spent on rural water-supply, 
266, 267. 

Assistant ami sub-assistant surgeons 
under the Director of Public Health, 
26.5. 

Ballot system in loc*al bodies, 326. 

Hill, Bengal Municipal (Amendment), 
19:«), 317, 320. 

(’alcutta Corporation, accounts of, 276, 
276. 

('alcutta Munici})al Act, amendment 
of, 258. 

Carmichael Medical College and 
Hospital, Helgai'hm, raising recur- 
ring grants to, KM. 

I demand for grant — 

U, -('nil works - ('oiiinnmications 
(Hoad Fund Works), 262. 

Dum-Dum Muni»'ipa!it> , the new, 277 

I'Atension of Pnn idont Fund to the 
cm[»ioyees ol the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. 2i5H. 

(tovernment Medical SerMce. 3.H,3, 3M 

.Malarious polic<*-siutioiis in Hurdwan, 
Hooghly and Murshidabnd, 286. 

.Mtnlical schools, 27H, 279. 

.Muhammadan students lu the Medical 
College and Caiiipliell .Medical School. 
;H6. 

Nortli Dum-Dum Muni< ipality, in- 
sanitary l)orrow-pits within. 314. 

Provincial Road Board, 270, 272. 

Public Health organiKati6n, 173. 

Public Libraries, 276. 

Quni-tr«lfiitig tohoolt 

Rent-free quarters to the headmasters 
of impf'O'.ed type, 5.30. 


HaMMIali, Nairab KHmtJa 

C'alcutta Medit'al College, Secretariea 
for. 114. 

t'ivil disobedience movement, propa- 
ganda to (sounteract, 199. 

Dacra Sadar (South) subdivision, pout- 
ing of a Muslim officer m charge of, 
113. 

Director of Public Initruction, Bengal, 
279. 

Education Secretary ami Din‘ctor of 
Public Instruction, jiosts of, 265. 

Kisltoreganj disturbances, t'auses of, 

668 . 

Muslim offiivrs in the Jail Dtqiarlment, 
189. 

Picketing of odueational institutions, 
266. 

Posting of a Euroiiean Magistrate at 
Dac<‘a for the trial of cases arising 
out of the rtH'ent disturbamn^s, 114. 

Public Prosecutors and Assistant 
1‘uhlic ProsiHMitors in Rcuigal, 393, 

HaHim, Maulvi Abdul 

Halm Surj>a Kumar Som ol Mymon- 
singh, :169, 370. 

Hill - 

Heiigai <l(urul) I’nmnry Education, 
19.36. 7)K», 829. HMO, 8HI. 

Ih-ngal State Aid to IiidustncH, 1930, 
201. 

.M\menHiiig!i .laii, hunger-strike of the 
|K>litical prisoners in, 168. 

Name exputiged from the division ImCs, 

021 ». 

Observation of rules by the prisoners 
and under-trial prisoners in the jail, 
30S. 

Process-servers, 474. 

Satyagrahi volunUier priHonem of 
Myinensingh, 375, 

Hague, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ailttil 

Alaipur Rhal St home, 534, 636. 

Amornt s[Mmt on rural water-aupply, 
267. 



INDEX. 


[VoL. XXIV. 


xh 

tfaqiM, Khan Miadtir Maulvt Aziaul 

— concld. 

A8i»e8Bment of Bundarbans estates, 169. 

Assessment within the Feni Union 
Board, Noakhali, 109, 110. 

Bill— 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment), 
1930, 319, 320, 321. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education, 
19;i0, 217 , 292, 800, 852, 868, 869, 
877. 

Chittagong Medical School, admission 
of Muslim students into, 93, 94. 
Classification of prisoners, 174. 
Demand for grant — 

4 1 . — ( 5i vi 1 Works — ( Vnn numications 

(Uottd Fund Works), 201. 

Establisliincnt of full rcspon.sible Cov- 
eriunont in the Provinces, 546. 
Medical schools, 279. 

Presidiincy Police and Town I’olice, 
taxation for the cost of, 415. 

Primary oducotion of women, 521. 
Provincial Pond Board, 272. 

Provision for Muslim education, 577, 
578. 

Technical and Industrial schools, 
inspection of, 745. 

Union hoards, rewards to paneling ats 
and memhers of, 750, 751. 

Harlslnghpore 

Be€‘-— Gojnganj. 

Htthtmy, Mauivi 8ytd dalaluililln 

Ac<*oinniodtttion of prisoners m jails, 
;107. 

Balht system in local bodies, 323. 

Case of Mr. Chakrapuni Majumdar, a 
dismissed minUteriai officer of the 
police o.fficv, 518. 

Class ifitwt ion of prisoners, 173. 

Extension of Pivvidont Fund to the 
employees of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion, 257. 

Injury nw'eived by the wife of Srijut 
Nngendra Nath Sen at Khulna, 251. 
Prisoner Maulvi Abdul Asis, 629. 


Hatlya 

Telegraphic communication between 
the islands of, Sandwip and the 
Mainland, 17. 


High Engllth Schools with primary 
olassas, 529. 

Hooghly 

Cess revaluation in, 284. 

See — Burdwan. 

Hooghly Sadar 

See — Serampore. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. 8. 

Demand for grant — 

26.— Polic'e, 157, 158, 160. 

Hoque, Kaii Emdadul 

Arrest of picketers in tlie town ol 
Kurigram, 12, 43. 

Bengal 'running Institute, (’nlcutta. 
Su|M*nntemlent of, 656. 

Boy picketers, use of canes or lathis to 
disperse, 45. 

Calcutta, Government officers in, 97, 
98. 

Government-aided schools under the 
Industries Department, ins|H*ction of, 
370. 

Guru-training schotils, rent-free 
quarters to the headmasters ot 
improved typt‘, SiK). 

Kurigram .Sub-Jail, 390. 

Muhammadan Marriage Registration 
office at Muhainmadpur in Jessore, 
281. 

New scliemes of the Bengal Secretariat 
and other attached offices, 115. 
Proposal to separate the office of the 
liOgislative Department from that of 
the Ivegislative Council, 98, 101, 102. 

Technical and Industrial Schools, 
iuspection of, 740. 
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HmmiIr, Mamvl Muhiimiiatf 

Accident at Bhola steamer station. 
445. 

Bengal Tanning Institute, Muham- 
madans in, 676. 

Bill, Bengal (Hunil) Primarj’ Educa- 
tion, 1930, 871, 874. 

Muliammadan police* officers in charge 
of pel ice-stations in the northern 
portion of Sadar Subdivision, Bakar- 
ganj, 115, 116. 

PrcK*ess-Ben'ers, 266. 

Rent suits on Taniodi day at Barisal, 
385. 

Settlement ol Kims iiinhal lands in 
Bakarganj, 467. 

Steamships of the River Steam 
Xavigation Compan} plying between 
Rarisai and Patuakhali and Barisal 
and Hhowaniganj. 281, 


Howrah— 

Additional District Judge's Court at, 
Staircase leading to, 197. 

Classification of two Ordinance prisoners 
at. 459. 

SluKiting at Panchunantala am! Rarn- 
kristopur Glint Hoad, .‘485. 


Howrah-Makanlah District Board Road, 

671. 


NimBor-otrlkoi 

See — Jails. 


Hiiq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Bailul 

Assessment within the Feni Union 
Board, N'oakhali, 105. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Ediic'a- 
tion, 1930, 868, 875. 

Noakhali-Hati>'a-Sandwip Udegraphic 
connection, 569. 

Sale of Patni Taluqs, 341. 

Telegraphic Communication between the 
islands of Hati 3 'a, Sandwip and the 
Mainland, 17. 


Hub, Mr. A. K. Pattui 

Jkmount spent on rural water-supply, 
266. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, IIKIO, au, 238, 767, 877. 

Cess, pro(M>Hed primary edutatiuu, 699. 

Condemnation at the attempted out- 
rage on Sir Charles Tegarl, 735. 

Co-opemtive Sticieties, 390 . 

Demamls for grants— 

25. ~^uils ami Convict SidttemenU. 

80 . 

26. — Pohcf*, 161. 

IhqMitv and Sub-Deputy IXillt^cUirs, 
transfer of, from the pla<s» of their 
fsisting, 116. 

District Itoarti n^s^ipts from the Public 
Works Cess, 11". 

Madrasahs and MakUhs, ,'t95 

Muhammadan ineilical students, aocoin- 
inodation of, 679. 

Miiliaitimndaii student s iii the Minlical 
College and Caiiipls'll Medical Si liool, 
:J80. 

Muliammadan students in the various 
educational institutions in Calcutta, 
•Wl. 

Provision for Musiiin Education, 573, 
578. 

HuiMlii, Maulvi Latafat 

Industrial fnliication, students sent to 
foreign louiitnes bv (ioveriunent for, 
678. 

Hutohlngi, Mr. R. H. 

Bill, Bengal Criminal !.aw Amendment, 
19.30, C.‘10. 

Indian Civil Sarvloa 

Appointment of candidates to, 181. 

Indian Selanca Congrtu, Allahabad 

Attendance of officers of the IndustriiMi 
Department at, 061. 

Industrial adueatlon 

Students sent to foreign countries by 
Government for, 676. 
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IndwtrlM D0fNirtm«fit 

Ooveniinent-aid«*d «choo!s under, 
inspection of, 370. 

Touring by the officers of, ,‘{91. 

lntpaotor-Gen«ral of Police 

Office of, 253. 

Working hours for clerks in the offi<*e 
of, 40. 

Inepootor-Qonoral of Rogittratlon 

Muslims in the office 6f, 47. 
Nominations of candidates by Divi- 
sional Commissioners and, 52. 

International Board of Health of Rocke- 
feller Foundation 

Fellowships awarded by, 658. 

flail Department 

Muslim officers in, 189. 

flalli 

Accommodation of prisoners in, 367. 
Hunger-strikes in, 376. 

Observation of rules by the prisoners 
and under-trial prisoners in, 308. 

Jangalla 

i.ate Babii Krishna Kumar Roy of, 
538. 

Jayanagar-Maillpur Railway Station, 196. 
Extmision of new road at, 392. 

IVant of a second platform at, 37. 

doeaore 

Muhammadan Marriage Registration 
office at Muhammadpur in, 281. 

Joaaoro Road and Dharmapur Road 

Culvert at the junction of, 96, 

dondiagan 

See — Calcutta. 


Judloiat and non-Judleial stampa 

See — ^Excise. 

Judicial ofAcors, Muhammadan 

See — 24-Pargana8. 

Jute Sale and Supply Societies, 681. 

Kallkapur 

Alleged assault on ambulance workers 
at, 200. 

Kalukhali-Bhatiapara Railway 

Construction of, 181. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul 

Rill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1930, 226, 785. 

(Congratulations to the Hon’ble tlie 
JVesiHent, 14. 

Industries Dcpartimuit. touring by the 
officers of, 391. 

Kaiem, Mauivi Abul 

Arambagb local board, 26. 

Ballot system in local bodies, 332. 

Bill- 

Betigal (Rural) ]Viinar\ Education, 
1930, 235, 775, 792, 876. 

(’alcutta .Municipal (Amendment), 
1930, 321, 322. 

(’haiidana rivor, 171, 175. 

Ifooghly Sivdar and Serampore, drainage 
of certain areas in, 170. 

Kishoreganj riots, 250. 

Muhammadan holidays observed m 
Civil Courts, 311. 

Presidency Police and Town Police, 
taxation for the cost of, 407, 411, 
417. 

Proposal to separate the office of the 
Legislative Department from that of 
the Legislative Council, 103. 

Round Table Conference, 500. 

Teachers in certain Government and 
aided schools, number of, 668. 
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Kata4Cfkali Khal praiMt, 658. 

Khaditr 

Wearing of, and Gandhi cap, 17o. 

Khan, Maulwi Tamitudflln 

Basnntapur Railway Station, drinking 
water-Huppiy at, 715. 

Bili™ 

Benga] Criminal T.aw Amendment, 
19t«), 7'20. 722. 

B«‘ngal (Rural) Primary Education, 
i™, 777. K17 , 823, 820, 80.5. 807, 
877. 

Calcutta Municipal Act, amendment of. 
258. 

Chandana river. 174. 

Chittagong Medical School, inemberH 
of Selection Comrnittw for, 95. 
Eandpur-Bluinga-Madaripur Railwn> 
project. 178 

Farxlpur Railway Station, 181. 
Knlukhali-Blmtinparn Railway, con- 
struction of. 181. 

Kislioreganj riots, 05.1. 

Rcconiiiieinlatunis of the Simon ('om* 
niiHsHin, 43(1. 

Khas mahal lands In Faridpur 

See - Karidpiir. 

Khas mahal lands, settlemant of 

See - Bakargnnj 

Khulna 

Injury receiveil bj tlic wife of Srijut 
Nareiidra Natli Sen at, 251. 

Khuint-Bagarhat Light Railway 

Accident on, 839. 

Khutam dlttrlot 

Settlement in, 535. 


Kiddarport 

Sujierintendent . Orfihangunge Market, 
121 . 

KlshortganJ tubdlvltton 

Strength of the police force to keep 
jwuuH' m, 177. 

Klthoragani riots, 249, 259, 278, 283, 
r>;i9, 511, .544, 545, 051, 668, 832, 840, 

Houst' Hcart‘lu‘s m connection with. 544. 

KlshortganJ riots and uta of rtvolvar by 
Mr. Franklin, 840. 

Krlthnagar 

Born!) incident at, 18fl. 

Kurigram 

Arrest of picketers in the town of, 42. 

Kurigram 8ub*Jall, MX). 

Lady plokttors 

SiH' I.alharjir lock-up. 

.-Vrn**iled huly picketers and, .371. 

Lalba/ar, pollot lock-up at 

.Sim* ('oiigresH voInntiM'rs 

Logislativa Council 

ProfMHOil to Hi-pnrate tie* offir'e of tho 
lA-gislative I)<‘partineiit from that of, 
98. 

Lagislatlvt Dapartmant 

.Sim* - -Iii*gi sin lice Council 

Librarians' Confortnoa, 271 . 

Lioantad guns 

See — Dacca (5ly. 

Lloanalfif Board 

See — Calcutta. 
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LMii bOAIilt, 121. 

Looal tMlitt 

Ballot system in, 323. 

MailrtMhf ami MakUbt, 395. 

Magrahat Khal 

Plying of “Haiti dongas" in, 536. 

Magrahat, aa-Parganai 

Water-logging m, 839. 

Main, Mr. R. 

Calrutta Steam Navigation Company, 
acoomniodation for passengers on deck 
of the steamer of, 259. 

Election of Baku Kishoripati Hoy as 
(3iairman, Midna{K)rc District Board, 
669. 

Khaddar and Gandhi cap, wearing of, 
175. 

Midna{)ore Ontral Jail, accommodation 
of prisoners in, 359. 

Persons convicted in Midnapore in con- 
nection with civil disobedience move- 
ment, 252. 

Satyagrahis and (^ontai National School, 
640. 

Steamer fare from Calcutta to Ghatal, 
362. 

Majimidar, Mr. Chakrapanl 

Case of, a dismissed ministerial officer of 
the Police office, 518. 

Maktabs, 684. 

Malaria, •ohama for aradloatloii of, 672. 

Malaria and Kala^izar at Nator, 675. 

Marr, tha Hon*bla Mr. A., 

Accident at Bhola steamer station, 446. 

Basantapur Railway Station, drinkiiiir 
water-supply at, 746. 
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Marr, tha Han’Ma Mr. A., C.l.E<-co»tc(.. 

Calcutta, Government officers In, 98. 

Calcutta and Dacca Telephone, 482. 

Calcutta Steam Navigation (k>rapany, 
accommodation for passengers on deck 
of the steamer of, 260. 

Cbndeiii nation at the atteroptsd outrage 
on Sir Charles Tegart, 736. 

Congratulations to the Hon’ble the Pre- 
sident, 14. 

Faridpur Railway Station, 834. 

Fall in provincial revenue, 698, 591). 

.Tayanagar-Masilpur Railway Station — 
Extension of new road at, 392. 

Want of a second platform at, 37. 
Want of an overbridge at, 196. 

Khulna-Bagerhat Light Railway, acci- 
dent on, 8il9. 

New schemes of the Bengal Secretariat 
and other attached offices, 115. 

Present political situation and fall of 
revenue, 384. 

Process-servers, 282. 

Progress of Government Business, 087, 

688 . 

Proposed that a fierinanent record of the 
unveiling ceremony of the portrait of 
the Hon’ble the President, Raja Sir 
Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhiiri, ki., 
of Santosh, he kept as an appendix to 
the Proceedings of this Council, 596. 

Railway fare for crossing the Mymen- 
singh bridge on the river Brahma* 
putra, 284. 

Railway platform at Bansabati on the 
Bandel-Barharwa line, 54. 

Recommendations of the Simon Commii- 
sion, 428. 

Revenue from judicial and non-ju'ltnial 
stamps and from Excise, 50. 

Salt movement in Contai, 376. 

Santabar station platform, 183. 
Steamer “Condor," 388. 

Steamer fare from Calcutta to Gliata), 
362. 
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Marn tlM HanlMa Mr. A., C.I.E coiicU. 

StMUBiiupB of tb« River Steam Naviga- 
tion Company plying between Barisal 
and PatuakhaJi and Barisal and Bho- 
waniganj, 282. 

T^egraphio communication between the 
islands of Hatiya and Sanda’ip and 
the mainland, 17. 

Mama Botho 

Collection of ceases from iakhiraj lands 
of, 48. 

Medieal Collega 

Muhammadan students in, and l^tnpbell 
Medical S<*hool, 386, 

Medical Schools, 278. 

Medicti Schools, licentiates of 

See — Bengal . 

Members 

Attendance of. 13. 91, 140. 167, 246. 306, 
359, 445, 518, 596. 642, 734, S31. 

Walked out, 304, 759, 847. 

Memorial Fund 

See — Xobinkrishna Mitra .Memorial 

Fund, 

Midnapore 

Gun licences in, 373. 

Persons convicted in, in connection with 
civil disobedience movement, 252, 

See — 24-Pargaiias. 

Midnapore Central dall 

Accommodation of prisoners in, *159. 

Midnapore district board 

Election of Babu Kishoripati Iloy aa 
Chairman of — , 669. 

Ministars or Mombors 

Certain departinents under Hindu and 
Muhammadan, 380. 


Accoinmodatiou of prisoners in iatit, 
;I67. 

Alipore Jail, allegation of assaults on 
ct*rUin gentlemen in. 31, 32, 33, 34. 

AHHCHhinent of Sundarbans estates, )69, 
376. 

Bcmgal legislative lK>partnient Library, 
prox iHion for purchase of books for, 
120 . 

CesK rx'viiluatum in Hmxghly, 284. 

('haukidan Fund for non-existent cluiu- 
kidari land in dlankura. (*ontribution 
to, 837. 

('lassiBcation of pnaotiers, 173, 174, 

447, 460. 

('hiNHi Brat ion of tw<» Ordinance prisoners 
at Howrah, 459. 

Denmnds for grants — 

22. — Gcuieral Administration, 59. 

25,— Jails and convict fMxttleinenis, 66, 
67, 72, 76, 82, h:1, H4. K5, H6, 87. 

Dinajpiir Dinlrict Jail and non«ofllcial 
visitor, 674, 675 

DrxHlgcr Yard cxtcnMon at lielghona by 
KnHtcrn Bengal Uuilxxav, .‘162. 

KMutf^ Hold for arrenrh of Hoad and 
Public Workn (M'hm’s, .'196 

Female prinoners convicted of picketing, 
ct<'., 27. 

Government finheries in Dacea, 457. 

IJiiitgor-strikos in jails, 370, 377. 

KiKhorc^aii) disturliancos, causes of, 
668. 

Kungram Sub-Jnil, UK), 191. 

.Maura Bonho, collection of from 

Iakhiraj lands of, 4H. 

Midnapore Central Jail, amuninodatioa 
of priHonerK in, 000 , .'Kjl, 

Military area of the ahandone<l fort at 
Diamond Harbour, .‘16‘2. 

Muslim officers in the Jail Department, 
189. 

MymenNiiigh Jail, hungern^trike of tho 
political prisoners in, 168. 

Noabad taluks in Chittagong, 454, 838. 
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MJtUr, tiM Jfon’blt Sir Pmath Chundar, 
Kt», C.I.E. — concld, 

J^oabad taluks of Satkania and Patiya 
kbas mahal, 374. 

Obsenation of rules by the prisoners 
and under-trial prisoners in jail, 
308. 

Prisoner Maulvi Abdul Asiz, 629. 
Proposal to separate the office of the 
Legislative Department from that of 
the Ijcgislative Council, 99, 100, 101, 
102, 103. 

ItepnKluciion section of the Bengal 
Drawing Office, 450. 

Road and Public Works cess c'ollection, 
17. 

Sale of patni tahiqs, .34.3, .349. 

Settlement in Khulna district, 535. 
Settlement of kbas mahal lands in 
Rakarganj, 468, 409. 

Settlement Press employees, 263. 

Simon Commission recommendotions and 
xamindari system, 266. 

Simon ('ommission, review of the recom- 
mendations of, 171. 

Sundarbans and settlements, 167. 
Sundarbans estate's, reassessment of, 
,39H. 

Superintendent, Orpliangunge Market, 
Kidderpore, 121. 

Temporarily-M'ttled estates, land reve- 
nue of, IH. 

Zamindais, tenure-holders and raiyats, 
c<»rtaM» statistics about, 50. 

Mlttar, thf Right Hon'bit Sir Btnode 
Chandrat P. C. 

Ketereiu'e to the death of, 16. 

MIttrai Babu Sarat Chandra 

Sundarbans estates, assessment of, 169, 
376. 

Sundarbans estates, reassessment of, 
398. 

Temporarily-settled estates, land reve- 
nue of, 18. 

di-lHirganas. peripatetic dispenaariea in, 

103 . 


Mooliarjaa, Mr. Byamaprosad 

Alipore Jail, allegation of assaults on 
certain gentlemen in, 34. 

Alleged assaults on Congress volunteers 
in the police lock-up at Lalbazar, 619. 

Arrested lady picketers and the Lal- 
bazar lock-up, 371, 372. 

Assaults and destruction of property 
alleged to have been committed by the 
police, 679, 683. 

Bengal Medical Sendee, recruitment to 
679. 

Boy picketers, use of canes or lathis to 
disperse, 44, 

Classification of political pri.soners, 447, 
Dacca Curzon Hall compound incident, 
7.37. 

Demands for grants — 

2.5. — .Jails and convict settlements, 75, 
76, 87. 

26.— Pol'cc, 140. 

Director of Industries, 21, 22. 

DinK'lor of Public Instruction, Bengal, 
280, 281. 

Injury rot*eived by the wife of Srijut 
Nagendra Nath Son at Khulna, 252. 
Kliaddnr and Candlii cap, wearing of, 

17.5, 170. 

Kislum‘gnnj riots. 251. 

Kiirigram Siib-.lail, 190. 

Ladies’ proc'essioii at Cnrjiar, Calcutta, 
.3^5, 366. 

Meeting of the Mussalnians of Dacca on 
the 18th May, 523. 

Midnapore ('entral .lail, accommodation 
of prisoners in, .300, .361. 

Motor buses in Dacca, 459. 

Persons convictetl of offences connected 
with the civil disobedience movement, 
197. 

Picketing Presidency (College, 736. 

Presidency College, Professor* of, en- 
gaged for private tuition work, 633, 
534. 

Presidency College, Senior Professor of 
History in, 632. 
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MoohiflM, Mr. Syamaprotatf— ronrttf. 

Proposal to separate the oflBoe of the 
L^islative Department from that of 
the Legislatire Council, 100, 101, 102. 

Scheme to settle khas mahal lands m 
Faridpur with unemployed bhadralok 
youths, 647. 

Students and the present movement, 
267. 

Students and rnivcrsity exanunations, 
26.3. 

Vishniipur Hubdivision, rural health in. 
842, 84.3. 


Motion for an adioummont of th# Butlnott 

of tho Counoll, 847. 

Motor drivort' lieonooi 

Me<lical examination of applicants for, 
91. 

Muhammadan medical students, aoeom- 

modatkm of, 679. 

Muhammadpur 

See— .iessore 

Mukharji, Rai Bahadur Satith Chandra 

Diseharne of Bahij Tirtha Copal Pul from 
the (’ah'Uttn Minlical College Hospital, 
117. 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Bahary 

ApiKiintment of Siih-IlejiiHtrara. .397, 
.598. 

Bill, Ihm^al (Rural) Primary Kdncation, 
19.30, 779, 79.3, 79.5 

Ind an Civil St*rvice, appointment of 
c‘andidate.s to, 181. 

Promotion of the members of the Bengal 
Civil Service, .526. 

Sub-Registrarship, nomination for, 657. 

Mumifi— 

See — Depressed classes. 

MurthidalMMl 

See — Burdwan. 


Muslim astoolatlons 

See — Dacca. 

Muslim aducation 

Provision for, 673. 

Muslims in tho Boorotarlat olorloil ostab- 

llshmont, 41. 

Muslim ofhoort 

S«‘«‘ -.lad iK'purtmenl. 

Mymtnsingh 

Arrangement for the supply of liquors 
to dealers at, 48. 

Bahu Surju Kumar 8om of, .'169. 

Firing on Satyagrahis picketing liquor 
supply at, 27. 

Investigation into tho incident of firing 
at, 49. 

Issue of gun lu'ences at, 386. 

Picketing and supply of liquor to ven- 
dors at. 2-3. 

Satyagrnhi volunteer prisoners of, 375. 

SluKding at. 18. 

Mymtnsingh bridgo 

Railwiiv fare for crossing the, on the 
river Braliinaputra, 2H.3. 

Mymtnsingh district 

DiHturhnmi'M in, 208 

Mymtnsingh Jail 

Hunger-strike of the jKilitical prisoners 
in, I6H. 

Nag, Babu Buk Lai 

Alaipiir Khal .Scheme, 5.34. 

Khulna- Bagerhat Light Railway, acci- 
dent on, 839. 

Process-servers, 282, 478. 

Roads selectefi for provincialiaation, 
670. 

Battlement in Khulna district, 686. 

Waiting rooms in tho mufassal conrts, 
192 . 
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Nag, Rtvd. ■. A. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1930, 776, 

Carmichael Medical College and Hospi- 
tal, Belgachia, raising recurring grant 
to, 360, 406. 

Congratulations to the Hon’ble the Pre- 
sident, 16. 

Round Table Conference, 494. 

Namatudrai 

Appointment of, to police service, 36. 

Ntfuly, Maharaja Sria Chandra, of Kasim- 
baxar 

Compensation to the relatives of the 
persons who lost their lives as a result 
of Police firing at Calcutta on the Ist 
April, 1930, 118. 

Dacca Inquiry Committee, 268. 

Disturbances in Myroensingh district, 
268. 

Round Table Conference, 'Bengal repre- 
sentatives to, 119. 

Narada rlvsr 

See — Nator. 

Nasarmiah, Nawahxada Khwaja, 637. 
Nator 

Malaria and Kala-azar at, 675. 

River Narada in, 198. 

Nawah of Daooa 

See — Dacca riots. 

Naxlmuddln, tha Hon*hia Mr. Khwaja, 
C.I.i. 

Ahsanullah School of Engineering, 
Dacca, 643. 

Appointment of Sub-Ragistrara, 597, 
608. 

Bengal Medical Service, recruitment to, 
600. 
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I Naimmdditi, tha Naii*hlo Mr. Khwaja, 

C.I.E. — cojutd. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Education, 
1930, 206, 220, 228, 300, 660, 661, 779, 
818, 824, 827, 828, 830, 844, 845, 863, 
865, 875, 881. 

Board of Examiners to conduct Train* 
ing Examinations for women, 249. 
Certain Sub-Registry offices in Chitta- 
gong, 646. 

Cess, proposed primary education, 600. 
Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, 
279, 280. 

Eden Hindu Hostel, 643, 644. 

Education Secretary and Director of 
Public Instruction, posts of, 265. 

Educational institutions and p‘resent un- 
rest, 836, 836. 

Guru-training Schools, rent-free quarters 
to the headmasters of improved type, 
631. 

High English Schools with primary 
classes, 529. 

Inspector-General of Registration, Mua 
lims in the office of, 47. 

Tnteniational Board of Health of Rock- 
feller Foundation, fellowships awarded 
by, 659. 

Ivogal post mortem examinations, by the 
medical staff of non-official medical 
institutions, 661. 

Librarians’ Conference, 274. 

Madrasahs and Maktabs, 395. 

Maktabs, 395, 884. 

Muhammadan Marriage Registration 
office at Muhaminadpur in Jessore, 
281. 

Muhammadan medical students, accom- 
modation of, 679. 

Muhammadan students in the various 
educational institutions in Calcutta, 
532. 

Muhammadan teachers in the Barasat 
Government school, 283. 

Nobinkrishiia Mitra Memorial Funtf, 
proposed, 93. 
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Naii w iK ifin , tlM Hon^bit Mr. Khtrala, 

concM. 

Nominations of candidates by Dirisional 
Oommissioners and the Inspector- 
General of Regisllation, 52. 

Picketing of educational institutions, 
266. 

Picketing Presidency C'ollege, 7it6. 

Presidency College, Professors of, 
engaged for private tuition work, 533, 
534, 

Presidency College, Senior Professor of 
History in, 532. 

Primary education of women, 520, 521. 

Provision for Muslim education, 575, 

Public libraries, 748, 749, 754, 758. 

Rural Primary Education Bill, various 
opinions regarding, 397, .‘198. 

Students and the prt'sent movement, 
2r>7, 

Students and Criivi'rMity examinations, 
202, 26;i 

Students re<'<Mving ediuation in sidiools 
and colleges, 5.‘16 

Sub-Regislrnrslnp, iioininiition for, 0.57 

Teachers in (vrtain (iovernioent and 
aided scIkmiK, iiiinils*r of, 0t)9 

Nelson, Mr. J. W. 

Bill, Bengal (Viniinal I.nw .\in<*ndment, 
19.'i0, 620, 725. 

NIoasI drains and South Dum-Dum Muni- 

eipality, 730. 

Nooted taluks 

See — CHiittagong. 

See — Patiya khas inatial. 

Noafchsli 

Asaessment within the Feni Union 
Riard, 105. 


Noakhaii-Hatiya-Sandwip 
oonnaetioiit 569. 


NoMnkritiina MItra Memorial Fund, 
propoaed, 92. 

North Dum-Dum Munlelpallty 

Insanitary Immtw-pits within, 313. 

Oaths or alhrmatlons, 13, .359, 518. 734. 
Obituary rtfertnoe. 15. 

Opium-smokinf, 186. 

Ordinance 

Proprietors of printing pn^sses from 
whom seminty was deiiiunded under. 
171. 

Ordinance prisoners 

.S<H> -Howrah. 

Ordlsh, Mr. J. E. 

Eastern Frontier Rifles, 192 

.lute Sale anti Supply Socii'ties, OHl. 

Ormend, Mr. E. C. 

Bui ia< k|)i>i't>.Naihat i-Kant hiapara iitiiid, 
192. 

(iraiid Iruiik Road hetuetm Asailsol 
and Burduaii, 417. 

Gland Trunk Roiul in the Burdwaii 
Dinsion, 070. 

ProMiicinl Road Board. 2<J9. 

Use of meters tm taxi-cabs in the 
inufasHai, 119 

Orphangunge Market 

Sw— KidderjKire. 

Pal, Babu TIrtha Oopal 

H<m» — C alcutta Medical College Honpital. 

Panohanantala 

Se<*— Howrah. 


telegraphic 


Panel of Chairmafi, 16. 
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Patiya Khas Mahal 

Xoabad taluks of Satkania and, 374. 

Patnl Salt Law 

Amendment of, 483. 

Patnl Tatuqt 

Sale of, 3,34. 

Piokating of aduoatlonal Inatitutfona, 266. 
Plnnall, Mr. L. Q. 

Noakhali-Hatiya-Sandwip telegraphic 
connection, 571. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan 

Calcutta and Dacca telephone, 482. 
Civil guards during riots at Dacca, 272. 
Da(‘cn riots, 624, 628. 

Licences for firearms in Da<*ca, 462. 
Motor buses m Dacca, 46H. 

Hound Table Conference, 548. 

Special constables during the Dacca 
riots, 401), 470, 471. 

Pollof Dapartmant 

ApjK>nl rules in, iK)7. 

Polloa firing 

See — ( ’ulcutia. 

Polloa ofAoari 

Period of retention «t a station, 40. 

Palloa aarvloa 

See — Xainasudras. 

Portrait, unvailing of, 641 (i). 

Pott mortom examination 

Legal — by the medical otafi of non> 
official medical institutiona, 660. 
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Prontio#, the Hon'iilo'Mr. W, O. R., 
C.i.E. 

Adjournment of the House, motion for, 
54, 55. 

Alleged as.sault Sh ambulance workers 
at Kalikapur, 260. 

.Alleged assaults on Ck)ngres8 volunteers 
in the police lock-up at Lalbaaar, 
519. 

Appeal rules in the Police Department, 
iK)7. 

Appointment of Muusifs from depressed 
classes, 310, 

Appointment of Xainasudras to police 
service, 35. 

Arrest of picketers in the town of 
Kurigrarn, 42, 43. 

Arrested lady picketers and the Lal- 
bazar lock-up, 371, 372. 

Arrests and conviction for disobeying 
orders under s. 144, Criminal Pro- 
cedure C/ode, 746. 

.trrests and convictions for sedition, 
35. 

Assaults and destruction of proiK‘rty 
alleged to bo committed by the 
police, 583, 590, 591. 

Halm Surj\a Kumar Som of !M\men- 
singh, 370. 

Harra<‘k|K)re S(H*iety of Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, 113. 

Bengal Ordinance, number of jicrsons 
com ictod for political offemes and 
detained under, 112. 

Bethniie Collegi*, women picketing, 676. 
Bhanga and Chikandi MunsifiK. 27. 
Bill- 


Bengal 

Criminal 

Law Amendment, 

19;M), 

600, 

m. 

610, 613, 

, 617, 

621, 

624, 

6‘25 

, 628, 632, 

636, 

640, 

688, 

691 

, m 

1, 695, 

701, 

703, 


688, 

691, 

692, 695, 

701, 

703, 

707 

709, 

713, 

714, 719 

, 720, 

721, 

722, 

724, 

725, 

726, 727, 

728, 

729, 

730, 

732. 






Bomb incident at Elrisbnagar, 183. 
Boy picketers, 48, 44, 46, 898. 
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rrMlUjl, tiM Mr. W. 0. R., 

Carters’ strike in Calcutta, 264. 

C-ase of Mr. Chakrapani Majumdar, a 
dismissed ministerial officer of the 
police office, 519. 

Certain departments - under Hindu and 
Muhammadan Ministers or Members, 
3H0. 

Child Marriage Act. prosecution in 
Bengal under, 667, 668. 

(’liinsura rnaidan. ineotmc; at, IKO. 

Civil di8obedien(H‘ movement, nuinWr 
of persons convicted in connection 
with, lOo 

Civil disobedience movement, propa- 
ganda to counteract, 199. 

Civil guards and s|M‘cial constables 
during the not at Datra, 467. 

Civil guards during riots at Dacca, 272, 
273. 

Compensation to tli<* relatives of the 
jM‘rsons wlio lost their lives as a 
nsult of poluv firing at Calcutta oii 
the 1st April, 1930, Hm. 

Dacca CurEon Hall compound incident. 
7.‘1S, 739, 740. 

Dacca disturhaiices, 37H 

Dacca disturhances <lead body pi«» 
cession, K16, 

Dacca disturhaiut's ; propaganda hv 
mischief mongers, kj.'). 

Dacca Inquiry (om in it tee, 20H, 269. 

Da<sa riots, 247, 257, 369, 374, 521, 
524, 527, 528, 529, 544. 

Dacca riots, complaints in connection 
with, 254, 255. 

Dacca riots, damage to property, H.31 

Dacca riots, seiEing of guns hv the 
polu'e during, 389, 390. 

Dacca Sadar (S<juth) subdivision, post- 
ing of a Muslim officer in charge of, 
113. 

Demands for granta — 

22. — General Administration, 58, 6.3. 

64. . 

26.— Police, 123, 156, ICO, 162, 164. 


Prantlot, ttit Htn'Mt Mr, w. D. R., 

C.I.E. — fontit. 

IX^mty ami Sub-Deputy (Aillectora, 
transfer of. from the place M their 
lasting. 116 

Deputy and Snb-Deputy .Magiatratea 
and ('in le offic't*rs in a distriet, r«»- 
tention of, 379, 

Dis}s)Hai of sessuniK in Kuridpur 

6Ht5. 

Disturbuiuvs m Myrnensingii district, 
26^^. 

Kaslcrn f rontier HiHes, 192. 

fAcise sliops. picketing of, 8-16. 

Female voluntwrs, use of physical 
forc<* against, 45. 

Gun lictmees in Diuva, 373. 

Gun hc'eiuH^s in .MidnH)>ore, 373. 

House searehes in (‘onne^tion with 
Kishoreganj riots, 514. 

Indian Civil .S<*rvice, up|Kiuitmeiit of 
eandidat4>s to, 1S2. 

Injurv reis'ived by the wife of Krijut 
.Nagemlni .Nath Sen at Khulna, 262. 

InsiMTtor-Genmiil of I’olne, offiiNi of, 
251. 

1 nspiM tor-Geiieral ol Point*, working 
hours lor elcrks m the offi<‘e ol, 41. 

I nv est igntion into tlie iiieident ol firing 
at .M.v meiiNingh, 19. 

Issue ot gun lieeiiees at .Mynien*mgh, 
3^7 

Kiiaddar and Gandhi cap, u earing of, 
175 176, 

Kishorcgaiij disturharieeM, 5-10, H.T2, 
Kti 

Kishoreganj nets, 2 VI, 251, 259 , 278, 
28,3. 512, 515. 516, 652, 053, 654, 
655 . 811. 

KiMhoregunj riots and uive of revolver 
bv Mr. Franklin, M6. 

Kislioregarij sntaliv isuui, strength of 
till* jMtliru* force to keep |H>8ce in, 

177 

hate Babu Krishna Kumar Iloy of 
Jangnlia, 5'i9. 

Lieensefl guns in the Da<'ca city, 453. 

hiee: es for firearms in Da<‘Ca, 463> 
466. 
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FfWItiM, Urn Hon’Mt Mr. W. D. R., 

C.I.E. — contd. 

Licentiat<)H of Medical Bchoolii and 
Governing Body of the State Medical 
Faculty of Bengal, 457. 

Medical examination of applicants for 
motor drivers’ licem«*«, 91, 92. 

Meeting of the .MussalmanH of Dacca 
on the Iftth May, 522, 523. 

Minority (?oinniunitieB and backward 
claKHes in Provincial (»ervK««, 644. 

Motor buMCH in Dacca, 458, 459. 

Muhammadan holidays observecl in 
(!ivil (’/ourtH, 311. 

Muhammadan .Itidicial Officers in the 
(’ivil Courts, 24-ParganaN, 194. 

Muharnmudati ministerial officers in 
(Mvil (Courts, 24-Pargnnas, 312. 

Muhammadan fxilice offict^rs in charK<‘ 
of |K)1 ice-stations in the northern 
^sirtion of Sadar subdiviHion, Bakar- 
ganj, 115, 116 

Muslim associations at Dacca prior to 
r<‘cent riots, 259. 

Muslims in the Secretariat clerical 
establishment, 41. 

Myinensingh, firing on Sutyagruhis 
picketing liquor supply at, 28, 29, 
.' 10 . 

Myniensingh, shooting at, 19, 20. 

Nil wall of Dacca and np|K>intnient oi 
sfW'cial c<uistahle,s during Daira riots, 
5.‘i8. 

Nawahaadn Khwaju Nasariillnh, 537. 

Period of retention of Police officers 
at a station, 40. 

Persons convicted in MidnAp<ire in eon- 
ntHdion with civil diaohadience move- 
ment, 253. 

Persons convicted of offences con- 
nected with the civil disohmiience 
movement, 197. 

Persons (xmvicted of offences under 
the Salt Act, 54. 

Persons injured by police in Calcutta 
during the last 4 months, 198. 

Picketing of the shop of Ray A Co., 
Dacca, 255. 

Police force at Dacca during riots, 247. 
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Prtfitiea, the Mr. W. D. R., C.l.e. 

— eontd^ 

Posting of a European Magistrate at 
Dacca for the trial of cases arising 
out of the recent disturbances, 114. 

Presidency Magistrates’ Courts in 
Calcutta, 38, 40. 

Presidency Police and Town Police, 
taxation for the cost of, 416. 

Process-servers, 261, 266, 478. 

Promotion of the members of the Bengal 
(hvil Service, 527. 

Proposal for a Munsif’s V-ouTt at 
('handpur or Bunigrain, 34. 

JVopnetors of printing presses from 
whom security was demandecl under 
the Ordinance, 171, 172. 

Proscription ol the botik inlitled 
“Hishcr Ranshi," 5^1. 

Public ProHwutors and Assistant 
I'uhlic Prosecutors in Bengal. 394. 

Kcnlisation of fines from ('alcutta Police 
C'ourts, 46. 

Rent suits on 'ramaili day at Bansnl. 
386. 

Reporting of poluv cases iit .lorahagan, 
Cahiitta, 37. 

Round Table Couferom'e, Bengal re- 
prcsciitativeH to, 119. 

Salt affairs m certain subdiviHions of 
the 24-J’arganHK and Midnaimre, 178, 
179. 

Sntkanin and Pnti\a Muiisifis, 306. 

Satyagrahis and Contai National 
.ScluKil, 647. 

Satyagrahi volunteer prisoners of 
Mymen Singh, 375. 

Shooting at Panchanantala and Ram* 
kristopur Ghat Road, Howrah, 385, 

Nimon Commission recommendations 
and landlords’ interest, 105. 

Solicitors' examination, 313. 

Special constables during the Dacca 
riot, 469, 470, 471. 

Staircase leading to the Additional 
I>istrict Judge's Court at Howrah, 
198. 

Surrender of firearms, 363, 364, 365. 


INDEX. 
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PrtntMt, tlM Hwi’M* Mr. W. 0. R., 

C.I.E. — comU. 

System of Attorneyship examination, 

m. 

I’se of meters on taxi-cabs in the 
inufassa), 119. 

^ Waiting rooms m the mufassal courts, 
192. 

Prttidenoy Coll«g« 

Professors of, engaged for private 
tuition work, olVt. 

Senior Professor of History in, 5.*12. 

Prtfldenoy Collegt, picketing, 7iV>. 

Frttitftnoy Magistratet* Courts 

See — Calcuttp. 

ffMldonoy follot 

Taxation from tlie citisens of Calcutta 
lor the cost of, and from the resi- 
dents of municipal towns for the coat 
of the Town Polic^e, 407. 

FraaMant (ttia Hon'blf Raja Sir 

Maiunatha Nath Ray Chautihurl, Kt., 

of Santaah) 

Adjimnunaot of the House, motion for, 
&4, 55, 847. 

Expunging tlie name of Habu Hem 
Chandra Iloy ('hatidhun from the 
division list for passing both the 
tellers, 246. 

Announced the names of memlxTs 
elected to the Public Accounts (om- 
mittee, 246. 

Condemnation at the attempted out- 
rage on Sir Charles Tegart, 735. 

Congratulations to the Hon'ble, reply 
to. 15. 

Obituary reference, 15. 

Ordered that a record of the unveiling 
ceremon;i of his portrait he kept 
with the proceedings of the meeting 
as an Appeudtx, 596. 


Fraanlant (tha Han'Wa Raja Sir Mipr 
matha Nath Ray ChauShuri, Kt^ of 
Saiitoah>— conrhf. 

Onlcred that the name of Maulvi 
.\hdu! Hakim lu* expunged from divi- 
sion lists, 62ih 

Progre.ss of Covernment Business, 687» 
6SS. 

Unveiling of portrait of, 641 (»). 

Primary education of woman, 520. 
Friconart 

(Ossification of. 173, 460. 

(’lassificaf ion of political, 447. 

Procats-tarvart, 260. 266, 282, 471. 

ProgrtM of Oovommant Builnaaa, 687. 

FroroSFMpn, 882. 

Frovidfnt Fund 

Extension of, to the employees of thw 
(Calcutta Corporation, 257. 

Frovinoaa 

Establishraent of full respoofiblo Gov- 
ernment in, 484. 

Provineial Road Board, 260. 

Provincial Sarvloaa 

Minority coininumties and backward 
classes in, 6U. 

Public Health Organisation, 172. 

Public Libraries, 271, 748. 

Public Prosecutors 

See — Bengal.. 

Publlo utility, works of 

See — Burdwan. 
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Haliftfnaii, Mr. A. P. M. Abdir 

Congt ruction of an escape at Hari- 
singhpore on the Selye and a sluice 
at Gopiganj, 176. 

Hagrahat Khal, plying of ‘^salti 
dongas” in, 5ii5. 

Water-logging in Magraliat, 24-Par- 
ganas, B39. 

itai Mahiftl, Munindra Deb 

Arambagh local board, 26. 

Bill— 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment), 19^10, 
314, 320, 619. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education, 
1930, 227. 

<vbinaura maidan, meeting at, 179, 180. 
Demands for grants — 

22. — General Administration, 61. 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlements, 
70, 72, 73. 

Hoogbly Sadar and Seramporc, drainage 
of certain areas in, 169. 

Librarians’ Conference, 274. 

Public libraries, 274, 275, 748, 749, 

754, 7r>H. 

Railway platform at Bansabati on the 
Bandel'Burharwa line, 53. 

Hound Table Coiifereru'c, 549. 

Strand Hoad between Hoogbly and 
Tribeni, 649, 650. 

Students receiving education in schools 
and (‘olleges, 53(5. 

Technical suhools, students in, 391. 

Aamkrlstopur Ghat Road 

See — HoMTah. 

Hay A Co. 

See — Dacca. 

Hayi Babu Khottar Mohan 

Bill, Bengal Criminal Law Amendment, 
1930, 696. 

Ontral Co-operative Sale and Supply 
Societies, Ltd., 682, 683. 


Ray, Baba Khottar Mohan— tor? rM. 

Demand for grant— 

41 . — Civil Works — Communications 

(Road Fund Works), 201, 202. 

Process-servers, 477. 

Round Table Conference, 497. 

Sale of patni taluqs, 340. 

Ray, Kumar 8hib Shtkharttwar 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 19.‘10, 287. 

Vishnupur subdivision, rural health in, 
843. 


Ray, tho Hon’ble Kumar Bhib 
Shokharoswar 

Arambagh local board, 26. 
Arrangement for the supply of liquors 
to (kmlers at Mymensingh, 48. 
Assessment within the |''eni Union 
Board, Noakhali, 106, 109, 110. 
Barasat Charitable Dispensary, 121. 
Barrackpore - Naihati - Kanchrapara 
Road, 193. 

Bengal Village Self-Go\ ernment Act, 
1919, assessments under sections 37 
(fl) and (b) of, 47. 

Budge-Budgo Municipality, 122. 

Calcutta (’orporation, nomination of 
CounciliorK ol, 120. 

Calcutta Medical College, Secretaries 
for, 115. 

Chittagong Medical School — 

AdmisNion of Muslim .students into, 

93, 91. 

Appointment of members to the Selec- 
tion Committee for, 95. 

Members of Selection Committee for, 

94, 95. 

Consumption of charas in Calcutta, 184. 
Cox’s Baaar, poet of Assistant Surgeon 
at, 112. 

Dacca Municipality methars’ schema, 
25. 

Dacca-Narayanganj Hoad, 96. 
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Hay, IIM Hon'til# Kumar SfiRi Sliakha- 

reimar concld. 

Demaad for grant — 

32. — Medical, 200. 

Discharge of Babu Tirtha Gopal Pal 
from the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospital, 118. 

District Board receipts from the Public 
Works cess, 117. 

Ghoshpara Boad, 36. 

Grant to union boards for payment to 
village panchayats, 120. 

Jessore Road and Dharmupur Road, cul- 
vert at the junction of, 97. 

Licensing Board for Calcutta, action 
taken in respect of the reconstitution 
of, 51, 52. 

liocal boards, 121. 

Mymensingh, picketing and supply of 
liquor to vendors at, 23, 24, 25. 

Opium-smoking, 186, 187. 

Posting of an I M S offiicr as Civil 
Surgeon at (3iittagong, 51, 

Report of the Select Cornmittw on the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 

1929, 203. 

Sanitary Inspectors, 188. 

Tuberculous patients, treatment of, 187. 

24-Pnrganas, peripatetic dispensaries in, 
103. 

Kay Chaudhuri, th« Hon’bla Raja Sir 

Mamnatha Nath, Kt., of Santoth 

Unveiling of portrait of, 641 (i). 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satish Chandra 

Bill, BiMigal Criminal Law Amendment, 

1930, 620, G22, 626, 6.3-3, 636, 640, 698, 
7a3, 710, 721, 722, 726, 728. 

Congratulations to the Hoirble the Pre- 
sident, 14. 

Dacca d'sturbances ; propaganda by mis- 
chief mongers, 845. 

Dacca Inquiry Committee, 269. 

Dacca riots, seising of guns by the police 
during. 389. 300. 


Ray Chawdhuryi Babu Satiah Ohamlri 

— COtifld, 

Demand for grant — 

26.— PoIrv, 132, 158, 159. 

Fall in provincial revenue, 699. 

Grand Trunk Road, 747. 

Issue of gun litences at Mymensingh, 

:I86. 

Kishon'gunj disturbarnH*s, 539, 832, 
Kishon'gniij riots. 541. 654. 

Late Rahil Krishna Kumar Ihiy of Jan- 
galin, 5;i8, 5;i<>. 

Nawah of Dacca and appointment of 
s|H*ciul constahlos during Dacca riots, 
KI7. 

NawntiKuda Khwnja Xiisariillah, 537. 
Process-servers, 471. 

Round Table Conferenee, 510, 511, 61.3, 
514. 

Surrender of firearms, J165. 

Raproduotlon Saotion 

See -Bengal Drawing OflRiHB. 

Rtvanut 

Fall in provincial, 598. 

Pr<‘s«*nl political situation and fall of, 
3H4. 

Rivers Steam Navigation Company, stoam* 
ships of 

S4M- - Hunsiil-Patunkhali. 

Road and Public Works oossos 

Collect loo ol, 17. 

Estates sold for arrears of, 395. 

Road Board 

See — Provincial Road B<Hird. 

Road Dovotapmant to h a mo , 677. 
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Road from Vitlmupijr to the oastom limit 

of the Bankura district, 673. 

Roads selected for provinclalisation, 670. 

Round Table Cofiferenoe 

iiasiB of holding, 487. 

Bcmgal r<*pre«f‘ntutiv«8 to, 119. 

Rout, Babu Hoeeni 

Appeal niles in the Polity Department, 
;k)7. 

Gun licenneH in Midnapore, 873. 

Inspoctor-Genernl of Police, office of, 
25.3. 

Roy, Babu Haribansa 

Alipore bridge, 199. 

Oleasifioation of priMonera, 460. 

Howrah-Makardah District Board Hoad, 
671. 

Muhammadan holidays observed in Civil 
Courts, 311. 

Staircase leading to the Additional Dis- 
trict Judge’s Court at Howrah, 197. 

Roy, Babu Klshorlpati 

Election of, os Chairninn, Midnapore 
District Board, 669. 

Roy, Babu Batyfndra Nath 

Arrests and conviction for disobeying 
orderif under section 144, Criminal 
Procedure Code, 745. 

Arrests and convict i<mi for sedition, 34. 

Sallot system in l<K’nl bodies, 325. 

Bill, Btmgal (Viminnl Tinw Amendment, 
1930, 617, 018, 629, 723. 

Dacca riots, 527. 

Dacca riots, complaints in (‘onnection 
with, 254 , 255. 

Demands for grants — 

25. — Jails and convict settlements, 
73. 

28.— Police, 148. 

Excise shops, picketing of, 848. 


[Voi,. xxxy, 

Roy^ Babu Batyandra Natti— conc/d. 

Female prisoners convicted of picketing, 
etc., 26, 27. 

Gun licences in Dacc'a, 373. 
Hunger-strikes in jails, 376. 

Persons convicted of offences under the 
Salt Act, 54. 

Realisation of fines from Calcutta Police 
Courts, 46. 

Round Table Conference, 499. 

Roy, late Babu Krithna Kumar 

See — .langalia. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoy Prasad Singh 

Bengal TiCgislative Department 
Library, provision for purchase of 
hcKiks for, 120. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1930, 210, 212, 214. 

Calcutta Corporation, accounts of, 276, 

276. 

Cess revaluation in Hooghly, 284. 
Director of Industries, 22. 

Grant to union boards for payment to 
village panchayats, 120. 

JxKial boards, 121. 

Malaria, scheme for eradication of, 072, 
673. 

Present political s’tuation and fall of 
revenue, 384. 

Pmon boards, rewards to panchayats and 
members of, 750. 

Union boards and electoral wards, 753. 

Roy, Mr. J. N., O.B.E. 

Reference to the death of, 16. 

Roy, Mr. Balloiwar BIngh 

Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919, assessments under sections 37 
(«) and (b) of, 47. 

Dum-Dum Municipality, the new, 278, 

277. 

Malarious polioe-stations in Burdwan, 
Hooghly and Murshidabad, 286. 
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RW, Hh • ■iwiw» « r Mnib— eondd. 

MaMi Bosho, collection of cesses from 
lakhiraj lands of, 48. 

Revenue from judicial and non-judicial 
8tanj|M and from Excise, 

Union boards, rewards to panchayats 
and members of, 749. 

Royt Mr. Saint Kumar 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa> 
tion, 1930, 231. 

Calcutta Technical School, 663. 

Congratulations to the Hon’ble the 
President, 15. 

Officers of tho Industries Department at 
the Indian Science Congress, Alla- 
habad, attendance of, ^1. 

Sale of imtni taluqs, ^138. 

Weaving schools, Assistant Inspector of, 
669. 

Roy, Mr. ShantI Shtkhartiwar 

Aliporo Jail, allegation of assaults on 
certain gentlemen in, 31. 

Arrested lady pieketers and the Lalhaaar 
lock-up, 372. 

Ballot system in local bodies, 331. 

Bill, Bengal Criminal I.aw Amendment, 
1930, 6<K), 691, 732. 

Bill. Tkoigul (Ilural) Primary Eilucation, 
1930, 219, 220, 660, H45.* 

'Boy picketers, use of canes or lathis to 
disperse, 45. 

Calcutta Corporation, nomination of 
Councillors of, 120. 

Charters' strike in Calcutta, 264. 

Cess, pro|)<>sed primary education, 600. 

Child Marriage Act, prosecution in Ben- 
gal under, 657, 668. 

Classiheation of {>olitical prisoners, 448. 

Dacca Curson Hail compound incident, 
737. 

Dacca disturbances, 378. 

Dacca riots, 524. 

Demands for grants — 

22f. — Cleneral Administration, 00. 

26.~P<dic«, 127. 


Roy, Mr. ShMiti KMklitrig«rtf~-ronc2d. 

Kishon^ganj riots, 250, 251. 

Kurigram Sub-Jail, 191. 

Meeting of the Mussnhnans of Dacca on 
the 18th May, 623. 

Mymensingh, sluxiting at, 19. 

Posting of a European Magistrate at 
Dac<'a for the trial of cases arising out 
of the recent disturbances, 114. 

Proposal to seiiarete the office of the 
Ixjgislative iX^partmeni from that of 
the lieglslativo Council, 100. 

Proprietors of printing presses from 
k^hdtt se^enrity was demanded under 
thfe Ordinance, 171, 173. 

Recommendations of the Simon Ooiinnis* 
aion, 428. 

Round Tahlo Confenuux*, 547. 

Rural Primary fWueatieti Bill, vafiuus 
opinions regarding, 397. 

Si'holarships to proserut<i studies in a 
re<*ognised Agricultural College, 684. 

Special constahles during the Dacca 
riot, 471. 

SurrendiT of firearms, 363, 384 , 368. 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Horn Chandra 

Sale of pntni taluqs, 334 , 846, 349. 

Rural water-supply 

Amount 8p<mt on, 266. 

Baadatmiah, Mauiwl Muhammad 

Agriculturists of the 24-Parganas, 0H5. 

Barasnt (,'haritahle Dis^xmsary, 121. 

Dasirhat Municipality, water-supply 
within, 752. 

Budge-Budge Municipality, 122. 

Maktahs, 684. 

Mulmmmndan Judicial officers in the 
(^ivil Courts, 24-Parganas, 194. 

Muhammadan minisU^rial officers in 
Civil C/oiirts, 24-Parganas, 312. 

Muhammadan teachers in the Bamsal 
Government school, 283. 

Superintendent, Orpbangunge Markobi 
Kidderpore, tfi. 
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U4ar tuMivitlOTi, BaMrsanJ 

See-^akarganj. 

•ahana, Babu Satya Kinkar 

Chaukidari Fund for non-exiitent chau- 
kidari land in Bankura, contribution 
to, 8S6. 

Deputy and SuVDeputy Magistrates 
and Circle officers in a district, reten- 
tion of, 379. 

Road from Vishnupur to the eastern 
limit of the Bankura district, 673. 

Round Table Conference, 566. 

Subhankari Danra in Vishnupur, 686. 

Vishnupur subdivision, rural health in, 
842. 


•alt Aet 

Persons convicted of offences under, 
54. 

•alt mevaiiMfit 

See — Contaf. 

*'taltl ffongai" 

See — Magrahat Khal. 


•amail, Maulvl Abdus 


Bill— 


Bengal Criminal Law Amendment, 
1930, 630. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education, 
1930, 299, 821, 827. 


Congratulations to the Hon'ble the 
Presideiit, 15. 


^toblishment of full responsible Gov- 
emment in Provinces, 6C3. 


Recommendations of the Simon Com- 
mission, 432. 


See— Hatiya. 


• a Bt a h a r atatlaa platfanM, 183. 


•arker, Ral Baliib Rebati Maliaii 

Ahsanullah School of Engineenng, 
Dacca, 542. 

•atkania and Patiya Muntlfks, 306. 

Satkanla Khat Mahal 

See — Patiya Khas Mahal. 

•atyagrahl voliinteer priaonars 

See — Mymensingh. 

SoholarthifM to proaeoute atudlaa In a ra- 
oogniaed Agrioultural CoHega, 684. 

•ohoola and dollagaa 

Students receiving education in, 536. 

•alaot Committee 

See— Bill. 

Selyo 

See — Gopiganj. 


Sen, Mr. J. M. 

Bdl, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 19:)0, 872. 


Sen, Ral Sahib Akthoy Kumar 

Apjiointment of Namasudras to police 
service, 35. 

Bhanga and Chikandi Munsifis, 27. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1930, 218, 219. 

Chandana river, 194, 196. 

Disposal of sessions cases in Faridpur, 

686 . 

Instates sold for arrears of Road r.nd 
Public Works cesses, 395, 396. 

Faridpur Railway station, 834. 

•an, Sryut MoBanBra Nath, wifi of 

See Khulna. 
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tin Ou|^ Dr. Naritli Chandra 

Alipore Jail, allegation of assaults on 
oertoin gentlemen in, 30, 32, 33. 
Arrangement for the supply of liquors 
to dealers at Mymensingh, 43. 

Ballot system in local bodies, 323. 
BiU— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment, 
1930, 603, 613, 618, 624, 625, 631, 
637, 638, 694, 703, 712, 717, 723. 
Bengal Municipal (Amendment) , 1930, 
319. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education, 
1930, 214, 217, 296. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment), 
1930, 314. 

Boy picketers, use of canes or lathis 
to disperse, 45. 

Civil guards during riots at Dacca, 
273. 

Dacca disturbances, 378. 

Dacca disturbances-^dead body proces- 
sion, 836. 

Dacca Inquiry Committee, 269. 

Dacca riots, 543. 

Dacca riots, complaints in connection 
with, 265. 

Demands for grants — 

22. — General Administration, 69, 64. 

25. — Jails and (’onvict Settlements, 
77, 79. 

26. — Police, 160. 

Director of Industries, 20, 21, 22. 
Investigation into the incident of firing 
at Mymensingh, 49. 

Kishoreganj riots, 250, 261. 
Manufacture of salt in Coniai >nd 
Diamond Harbour, 309. 

Mymensingh, firing on Satyagiahis 
picketing liquor supply at, 27, 29, 
30. 

Mymensingh, picketing and supplf of 
liquor to vendors at, 23, 24, 25. 

Mymaasiiigh, sbooiing at, 18, 19. 

Picketing of the shop ol Ray A Co., 
Daooa, 865. 


•mi Qupta, Dr. Naiiili GliaiNlra>~<;ofiei«L 

Proposal to separate the office of tha 
Legislative Department from that 
of the Legislative Council, 101. 

Provision for Muslim Education, 5. 

Recommendations of the Simon Com- 
mi.ssion, 437. 

Round Table Conference, 603, 606. 

Sale of patni taluqa, 339. 

Union boards, rewards to pancha/ata 
and members of, 751. 

Zamindars, tenure-holders and raiyata, 
certain statistics about, 49. 

•oramport 

Drainage of certain areas in Hooghlj 
Sadar and, 169. 

••ttiMiiMit froM amployaM, 263. 

•hah, Mamvl Abdul Hamid 

House searches in connection villi 
Kishoreganj riots, 544. 

Kishoreganj riots, 283, 644, 646, 840. 

Kishoreganj riots and tise of revolver 
by Mr. Franklin, 846. 

Railway fare for crossing tlie Mjmen- 
singh bridge on the river Brahma- 
putra, 283. 

Uiot nt Kishoreganj, 278. 

•imon Commiielofi 

lleconimendations of, 419. 

Review of the recommendations of, J70. 

ilmon Commission rooommondatlont and 

landholdors’ Intorast, 104. 

•Imon Commitfion rooommondatlocis and 

lamindari tystam, 266. 

•inha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 

of Nashipur 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
Bill, 660, 843. 

Civil disobedience mavoment, numbtt 
of parsons convicted in comtection 
with, 106. 
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State 

of 


[Tol. ixxt. 

^a^tjr, OdiMmiMi rtaSy 


Narayaiif of Hta^lpur-^oncld, 

ffcdtiofttionO] itistHotioni and prnAent 
/unfMt, 936. 

Tail in pnmncial rerenno, 698. 

Kishotaganj riots, 691. 

Rural Primary Education Bill, varioui 
o|dnions regarding, 397. 

Bimon C’ornmission r^coffttmendatinns 
and landholders’ interest, 104. 

Bimon Comnfission reewnmendation 
and aamindari system, 256. 

Simon Commission, review of toe r - 
commendations of, 170. 

Students and the present move, neat, 
266. 

Stroiri Dr.* Sir Ntlratan, Kt. 

Alleged assault on ambulance worters 
at Kalikapur, 260. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1980, 244, 286. 

^Carmichael MocHcal College and 
Hospital, BStTgadiia, raieing remir- 
ring grant to, 353. 

''Curaon Hall compound incident at 
Dacca, 737. 

International Board of Health of 
Rockfeller Foundation, fellow.^iiiips 
awarded by, 658. 

Legal post-mortem examinations bv t!»e 
medical staff of non-official medical 
institutions, 060. 

Hound Table (’onference, 558. 

*S6lieUara' aimiiMitlon, 313. 

Som, Babu Surjya Kumar 

0te — Hjuncnsingh. 

n 

Saiitli Duiii«Diini Mi mto tp aH ty 

Nicasi drains and, 736. 

oofiatailtt 

Saa-4>aooa. 

See — Dacca riot. 


See—Bengal. 

Staama# **SaitMaf/’ 887. 

Strand Raad batiraan Hoogtily and tri« 
bani, 049. 

Studanti and l6a iMraaant mavamant, 256. 

Studatits and Univarilty axanilnationt, 

262. 

Sub-Ragistrart 

Appointment of, 596, 597. 

idS-Ragfstrai^hlp 

Nomination for, 667. 

Sub-Ragittry oSlaat 

Certam-i-, in Chittagong, 645. 

Subbankart Oanm Si VlslimgMi^, 636. 

Subrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Hound Table Conference, 515. 

Sundarbana and SattlamantSi 167. 

Sundarbant astates 

Assessment of, 169, 875. 

Reassessment of, 398. 

taxt<«abs 

Tse of meters on, in the mufassal, 119. 

Taaohars In oartain Sovemmint and aHM 
fcbaals 

Number of, 668, 

Taobniaal and inSint#iat Sa b sal a 

Inspection of, 740. 

Taab n l aa t aib ga la 

Students in, 391. 
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-nfM, Mr omiim, Kt., c.i.e., m.v.o. 

iilAtoiipted outrage oo, 734. 

TMuptrwlty-MttlMI Mtattt 

IiMld revenue of, 18. 

T h o m puo n , Mr. W. H. 

Atipore bridge, 195. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1930, 867. 

Demand for grant — 

15B., 57. 

Town Polloo 

— Prcwulcncy Police. 

Training examinations for woman 

Bonn! of I’xanniierB to conduct, 249. 

Travart, Mr. W. L., C.I.E., O.B.E. 

Bill, Bengal f Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 19;i0, 232, 2ii3. 

C'lvil giiardH during riota at Dacca, 
273 

tbngratulationM to the Hon’ble the 
President. 14. 

Demand for grant— 

26.---Po!i<e, 14H„160. 

Director of liidiiHtries, 22. 
Recomniendatioiis of the Simon Com- 
niiHsion, 410. 

Tubaroulolis patlants 

Treatment of, 1H7. 

la-Parganas 

Agricnlturmts of, 685. 

Muhammadan Judicial officers in the 
Civil Courts of, 194. 


t4^Parsinag~-fOfieM. 

Muhammadan mimalariai offioera in 
ChviJ Oourta of, 312. 

Peripatetic dispenaariea in, 103. 

Salt affairs in certain aubdiviaiona at, 
and Midnapore, 178. 

Union bowils 

Draiit to, for (layment to ' village 
pnnehayats. 120. 

Rewards to (lanchayats and members 
of, 749. 

UnHm iNMinlt and slootoral wards, 753. 

Unvaillng of tho portrait of tbo Hon*Mo 
Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Ohai^ 
dhuri, Kt., of Santoih, 641 (i). 

Viliigt panohayatt 

S«Hv^-~riiion boards. 

Vithnuptir 

Siibliankari Daiira in, 686. 

Vithniipur aubdlvlslon 

Rural btuiltii in, 842. 

Waiting rooms 

S<M> — (’ourts, inufassal, 192. 

W saving Schools 

Assistant Inspector of, 659. 

Woman pldiitini, Ssthwis Collogi, C76, 

Zsmlndsft, teniiro-holdort and raiyats 

Ortain stsMaties about, 49. 


B. O. Pre**— 1 2'K). 









